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Field identification of sand 
plovers in East Africa 

P B Taylor 

P art 1 of this paper on the field identification of sand plovers Charadrius 
in East Africa (Taylor 1982b) dealt with Greater Sand C leschenaultii 

and Lesser Sand Plover C mongolus. Part 2 covers five more species, ie 
Caspian C asiaticus, White-fronted Sand C marginatus, Kentish C 
alexandrinus, Chestnut-banded Sand C pallidus and Kittlitz's Sand Plover 
C pecuarius. These species are treated in three groups: Caspian in group 1, 
White-fronted and Kentish in group 2 and Chestnut-banded and Kittlitz's 
in group 3. 
No attempt is made to describe the other Charadrius plovers occurring in 
East Africa, ie Little Ringed C dubius, Ringed C hiaticula, Forbes' C forbesi 
and Three-banded Plover C tricollaris. Space does not permit such a 
coverage, and it is assumed that birders in Europe will be familiar with the 
first two species while the last two are unlikely to be confused with the 
species described here. 
This paper is based on the author's field observations and ringing notes 
from eastern and southern Africa, with the emphasis on birds in East 
Africa, supplemented by reference to museum skins. All the species except 
Kentish are either locally common or widespread in East Africa and are 
likely to be encountered by visiting birders during brief trips to the well-
known birding localities. Even Kentish, although rare in East Africa, may 
occasionally be encountered at Rift Valley lakes in Kenya. Although the 
paper does not attempt to describe in detail all plumages of these five 
species, it is hoped that no important features have been overlooked. The 
author does not, however, claim total familiarity with all plumages of 
White-fronted, Kentish and Chestnut-banded, and the notes on Kentish 
are based on a very few observations in East Africa supplemented by notes 
from Europe and details from Cramp & Simmons 1982. Thus some 
sections of the paper may need later enlargement or revision, and the 
author will be pleased to hear from any observers who can contribute to 
the better knowledge of these species. Published information on most of 
the species is often scant or inaccurate, and published illustrations are 
especially poor: the flight illustrations of Caspian, White-fronted, 
Chestnut-banded and Kittlitz's in McLachlan & Liversidge 1978 are 
incorrect while the plates of Kittlitz's in Cramp & Simmons are inaccurate 
in some details. 
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Field identification of sand 
plovers in East Africa

P B Taylor

P art 1 of th is  paper on the  fie ld  identifica tion  of sand plovers Charadrius  
in East A frica  (Taylor 1982b) dealt w ith  G reater Sand C lesch en au ltii 

and Lesser Sand Plover C mongolus. Part 2 covers five  more species, ie 
Caspian C asiaticus. W h ite -fron ted  Sand C m arginatus, Kentish C 
alexandrinus, Chestnut-banded Sand C pa llidus  and K ittlitz 's  Sand Plover 
C pecuarius. These species are treated in th ree  groups: Caspian in group 1, 
W h ite -fron ted  and Kentish in group 2 and C hestnut-banded and K itt litz ’s 
in group 3.
No a ttem pt is made to describe the o ther Charadrius  p lovers occurring  in 
East A frica , ie L ittle  Ringed C dubius. Ringed C h ia ticu la , Forbes' C fo rbes i 
and Three-banded Plover C trico llaris. Space does not perm it such a 
coverage, and it is assumed tha t birders in Europe w ill be fa m ilia r w ith  the 
firs t tw o  species w h ile  the last tw o  are un like ly  to be confused w ith  the 
species described here.
This paper is based on the  au thor's  fie ld  observations and ring ing  notes 
from  eastern and southern A frica , w ith  the em phasis on birds in East 
A frica , supplem ented by reference to m useum  skins. A ll the species except 
Kentish are e ithe r locally comm on or w idespread in East A frica  and are 
likely to be encountered by v is iting  birders during  brie f trips  to the w e ll-  
know n b irding localities. Even Kentish, a lthough rare in East A frica , may 
occasionally be encountered at Rift Valley lakes in Kenya. A lthough  the 
paper does not a ttem pt to describe in detail all p lum ages of these five  
species, it is hoped th a t no im portant features have been overlooked. The 
au thor does not, however, claim  tota l fa m ilia r ity  w ith  all p lum ages of 
W h ite -fron ted , Kentish and Chestnut-banded, and the notes on Kentish 
are based on a very fe w  observations in East A frica  supplem ented by notes 
from  Europe and details from  Cramp & S im m ons 1982. Thus some 
sections of the  paper may need later en largem ent or revision, and the 
au thor w ill be pleased to hear from  any observers w ho  can contribu te  to 
the better know ledge of these species. Published in fo rm ation  on most of 
the  species is often scant or inaccurate, and published illus tra tions  are 
especia lly poor: the flig h t illu s tra tions  of Caspian, W h ite -fron ted , 
Chestnut-banded and K ittlitz 's  in M cLachlan & Liversidge 1978 are 
incorrect w h ile  the plates of K ittlitz 's  in Cramp & S im m ons are inaccurate 
in some details.

[Dutch Birding 5:37-66, juni-september 1983] 37



Field identification o f sand plovers in East A frica

24 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus, probably in definitive basic (= adult winter) plumage, 
Zambia, October 1976 (P B Taylor).

M ou lt pattern  and tim ing  have not been established fo r the  A fro trop ica l 
sand plovers but it is probable tha t all have a m ou lt pattern  s im ila r to th e ir 
Palearctic relatives. T im ing w ill presum ably depend upon breeding 
seasons w h ich  are som etim es ill-de fined  and may vary over the  species' 
range. Note tha t fo r all species in groups 2 and 3, a lte rna te  (=  sum m er) 
plum age is described before basic (=  w in te r) plum age; fo r Caspian basic is 
described firs t to agree w ith  the sequence of descrip tions in part 1. In 
plum age descrip tions, p rim aries and rectrices are num bered ascendantly.

group 1: Caspian Plover
This species has been covered in detail by Cramp & S im m ons but these 
au thors ' accounts of habitat, fie ld  characters and call are incom plete  and 
occasionally inaccurate fo r birds in East A frica . B rie f com m ents on fie ld  
iden tifica tion  have also been made by S inc la ir & N icholls 1980.
It is a w idespread and often abundant passage m igran t and w in te r v is ito r to 
East A frica . Vast num bers w in te r on the upland p la ins of sou th -w este rn  
Kenya and northern  Tanzania (eg Serengeti) w h ile  w in te rin g  flocks also 
occur in many o ther areas such as Nairobi (Athi Plains) east to Tsavo East 
NP and south th rough  Tanzania. The bird is uncom m on a tth e  coast, and in 
Uganda it is comm on only in the north and west, especia lly on passage 
(B ritton  1980). The main arrival is in October but flocks are present from
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

25 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus in first basic (= first-winter) plumage, Zambia,
September 1975 (P B Taylor).

early august. Departure is from  late february to april and there  is no 
evidence of oversum m ering.
The birds occur on sh o rtd ry  grassland — plains, aerodrom es, p layingfie lds 
and so on, and p re fer sparsely-grassed or recently-burned areas. They also 
occur in num bers on the dried mud of flood-p la ins and lake-shores and on 
ploughed land. They are occasional on open sea-shores and may rare ly be 
seen at roosts of o ther waders (P B Taylor). Local m ovem ents are made in 
response to prevailing  cond itions such as grazing and burn ing, and the 
birds are often found fa r from  w ater. However, they are not confined to  dry 
areas and the assertions in Cramp & S im m ons tha t they rarely wade and 
are not know n to enter w a te r except to d rink are not supported by 
observations in Kenya. For example, birds at Shom bole Swam p in the 
autum n of 1983 w ere seen to fly  a fter sunrise  to sha llow ly-flooded  areas 
w ith  sparse grass and to feed there  alongside Ringed Plover, L ittle  S tin t 
Calidris m inuta, C urlew  Sandpiper C fe rrug inea  and so on. A t sunset they 
fle w  out to dry areas and did not re tu rn  to the swam p un til daw n (M Kelsey, 
P B Taylor).

moults
Birds are m ou lting  into de fin itive  basic (=  adu lt w in te r) plum age by the ir 
arriva l in East A frica  and th is  m oult is completed by december (Cramp &
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

26-27 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus in definitive basic (= adult winter) plumage, 
Kenya, September 1983 (P B Taylor).
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Simmons). A  partia l m oult to a lternate  plumage takes place during the 
w in te r  and is com pleted between january  and april (P B Taylor, m useum  
skins). First basic (=  firs t-w in te r) birds undergo th e ir  p realternate  (=  
spring) m oult later than older birds.

basic plumage
head See plates 24 and 26-27. Forehead, long broad superc ilium , ch in 
and th ro a t are b u ffy -w h ite , looking noticeably bu ff in fligh t; these areas are 
w h ite  in G reater and Lesser w h ich  also have less w e ll-de fined  supercilia . 
Caspian's dark face patch is pale sepia-brown, as dark as th a t of Greater 
and Lesser. Crown to nape are pale sepia-brow n, paler on the  nape but 
w ith  no pale 'sh a w l' such as is show n by some G reater and Lesser. 
upperparts See plates 24 and 28-30. Pale sepia-brow n w ith  pale rufous- 
bu ff fringes, broadest w hen  fresh. New feathers of the back and 
upperw ing-coverts  are darker and give a patchy appearance to the 
upperparts. Rump and upperta il-coverts are pale sepia-brow n, the rum p 
w ith  narrow  w h ite  sides and the upperta il-coverts  paler than  the rum p 
w ith  greyish fringes (plate 30). Caspian d iffe rs from  G reater and Lesser in 
having brow ner upperparts and in lacking broad w h ite  sides to the rum p 
and upperta il-coverts. U pperparts-feathers w hen  fresh  have a greenish 
iridescence in some lights, especia lly on the ta il, upperw ing-coverts  and 
back.
underparts The broad breast band is grey-brow n, the fea thers  w ith  pale 
tips, and is norm ally  com plete (plates 26-27), in contrast to the re la tive ly  
narrow  dark patches at the  sides of the breast in G reater and Lesser. 
Lowerbreast, low erflanks and underta il-coverts  are pearly-w h ite . The 
upperflanks and the long axillaries are pale grey; these areas are w h ite  in 
G reater and Lesser.
wings The rem iges are dark sepia, the  tips and outer webs of p1 -4  being 
darkest, the inner prim aries paler and the secondaries s ligh tly  paler s till 
(except w hen fresh). P(6)7-10 have a w h ite  patch on the outer web, these 
patches being sm aller than those of G reater and Lesser w h ich  also have 
w h ite  on p6 and som etim es p5. Shaft colours are s im ila r in all three 
species. Note th a t Cramp & S im m ons give w h ite  on p7-9  w h ile  Prater e ta ! 
1977 give w h ite  on p7-10  as is the  case in East A frican  birds. The 
secondaries have narrow  w h ite  tips, and dark shafts w ith  paler bases. The 
greater p rim ary coverts of p (6)7-10 have pale tips, as do the  greater 
secondary coverts (most on the  outer five  or six feathers), but these tips are 
ne ither as w h ite  nor as extensive as those of G reater and Lesser. The 
lesser and median upperw ing-coverts  are s ligh tly  paler than the back 
w h ile  the m arginal and prim ary covert and the  alu la are alm ost as dark as 
the prim aries. The underw ings are grey, the  coverts w h ite -tipped ; these 
areas are w h ite  in Greater and Lesser.
These features are show n in plates 27-29 and 31-32  w h ich  should be 
compared w ith  plates 73 -78  of part 1. The ou terw ing  of Caspian is dark, the 
secondaries often som ew hat paler, and the centra l covert area palest

Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa
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Field identification of sand plovers in East Africa

28 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus in first basic (= first-winter) plumage; 29 Caspian 
Plover in definitive basic (= adult winter) plumage, Kenya, September 1983 (P B Taylor).
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

i
30 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus, Kenya, September 1983 (P B Taylor).

(paler than the  back). Compared to G reater and Lesser, the upperw ing 
covert pattern is s im ila r but less contrasting, and the w ing -bar is 
noticeably less prom inen t and extensive and is hardly vis ib le  on the 
innerw ing . Caspian also has grey underw ings and less noticeable pa le tips  
to the  secondaries. The w h ite  shaft of the outerm ost p rim ary is often 
v is ib le  in flig h t (plate 31).
ta il  See plate 29. The centra l rectrices (r6) are as dark as the  back and 
have w h ite  tips; much of th e ir length is overla id by the pale upperta il- 
coverts. R1 -5 have w h ite  tips and are grey-brow n, darkest subterm ina lly , 
and r1 has a w h ite  or bu ff edge to the outer w eb and a w h ite  shaft. 
Compared to G reater and Lesser, Caspian's ta il has much less w h ite  at 
sides and tip, and in flig h t the w h ite  is norm ally  only seen w hen  the  bird 
spreads its ta il on take-off and landing (plates 31-32). A  dark subtsrm ina l 
bar is visible  in fligh t, and the ta il base is pale (plate 31); th is  pattern is also 
show n by G reater and som etim es by Lesser.

alternate plumage
The upperparts are as in basic plumage but the nape may have a more 
taw ny  tinge. Pale fringes are apparent w hen  fresh ly-m ou lted  but are 
a lm ost w orn  o ff by february (P B Taylor) w hen  the upperparts appear very 
p lain. The underparts are w h ite  w ith  a broad ru fous-c innam on breast band 
a tta ined from  january to april; th is  band has a black bar at its low er border.
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

31-32 Caspian Plovers Charadrius asiaticus, Kenya, September 1983 (P B Taylor).

The fem ale often has a pale breast band w ith  the  black bar ind is tinc t or 
absent. The bu ff areas of the  head become w h ite  and the  face patch 
darkens. In th is  plumage, separation from  G reater and Lesser is easy on 
head and breast pattern and the  lack of a ta w ny  tinge  to  the upperparts, 
pa rticu la rly  the  nape.

first basic plumage
As de fin itive  basic plum age but the  upperparts are a litt le  darker, w ith  
m ore d is tinc t pale fringes giving a more patterned effect (plate 25). The 
crow n is dark and pla in, and contrasts w e ll w ith  the pale areas of the  head; 
it may give the  bird a capped appearance (plate 25). The breast band is 
darker and more m ottled than  in the  de fin itive  bird.

bare parts
EYE Hazel to dark brown. S inc la ir & N icholls stated th a t the eye is very 
large, and it usua lly  appears larger than  the  eyes of G reater and Lesser 
(compare plates 24 and 26-27  w ith  plates 62-64  and 71 of part 1) but 
occasionally it appears no larger (plate 25).
bill Black, long, s tra igh t and slender, w ith  only a s ligh t bulge at the nail
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and a hard ly-noticeable  gonydeal angle. In size and s truc tu re  it is m arkedly 
d iffe ren t from  the b ills  of G reater and Lesser (compare plates 24-27  w ith  
plates 61 -65 of part 1).
LEGS Leg co lour is variable, being p ink ish-ye llow , ye llow ish -o live , dusky 
olive, greenish, slate-grey, ligh t brown and so on but most b irds ' legs 
appear ye llow ish -ho rn  in the fie ld . The ground co lour is often grey, w ith  
ye llow -b row n  scales. Toes and jo in ts  may be darker. Leg co lour overlaps 
w ith  tha t of G reater but is norm ally paler than in Lesser. Legs are long and 
slender, p roportionate ly  longer than  in Lesser and reca lling  G reater in 
th e ir  proportions. The ta rsus averages longer than in G reater (see figures 
in Cramp & Simmons).

size and appearance
Caspian is s im ila r in size to Greater: w ing  length of 13 birds ringed in 
Kenya (M Kelsey, P B Taylor) is 141-152  (145.4) mm, w e ig h t of 13 is 60.3- 
89 .0 (75 .0 ) g — compare these figures w ith  those fo r G reater and Lesser in 
part 1. Caspian does, however, d iffe r m arkedly from  G reater in shape and 
appearance: it appears elongated, slender and elegant w hen  standing, 
w ith  a narrow er sm aller head and a longer neck (plates 24-25). The 
d iffe rence in b ill s truc tu re  is also obvious and the  fo lded w ings  pro ject w e ll 
beyond the ta il- tip  (plates 24-25  should be compared w ith  plates 6 6 -70  of 
part 1). The stance is som etim es more u p rig h tth an  G reater and Lesser and 
an uprigh t a ttitude  is tem pora rily  adopted im m edia te ly  a fte r landing but 
b irds often adopt a horizontal stance, especia lly w hen  und isturbed or 
confident (plates 24-25).

behaviour and flight
Caspians run rapid ly and th e ir flig h t is fast, o ften e rra tic  and im petuous, 
w ith  quick tu rns, banks and zigzags, and w ide  circles. They fly  in close 
flocks, norm ally very low  on feeding grounds but sing le b irds and moving 
flocks w ill fly  high. In flig h t they appear long-w inged, slender and elegant 
(plate 32), f lig h t action reca lling  Golden Plover P luvia lis  apricaria. They are 
often tam e and approachable but are more w ary w hen  new ly-arrived . The 
feet project beyond the ta il- tip  in flig h t (plates 31-32) as do those of 
Greater.

calls
Cramp & S im m ons give the  norm al calls as: 7 a soft pip ing 'tyk ' and 'uee t' 
— daytim e calls; and 2 a sh rill w h is tling  'k w h itt ', a sp lu tte ring  'p tr r rw h itt ' 
or a w h is tled  'k u -w it ' — n igh t-tim e  calls. O bservations in East A frica  
suggest tha t the birds may not call frequen tly  at n ight and th a t the norm al 
daytim e call (also heard at n ight) is a sing le note, a sharp hard and loud 
'tyup ' or 'tup ', som etim es repeated at w ide ly-spaced in terva ls and 
occasionally com bined to form  a long rapid series of a lm ost ra ttling  notes 
'tp tp tp tp tp '. Calling is frequent, in flig h t and on the  ground w hen  disturbed, 
and the call is very d iffe ren t from  the  notes of G reater and Lesser.

Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa
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group 2: W hite-fronted Sand and Kentish Plover
These species are s im ila r in plumage, and a recent paper by Kieser & 
Liversidge 1 981 dealt w ith  some of the  more im portan t fie ld  characters. 
M ore may be added, however, and fie ld  separation is made easier by a 
more detailed study of plum age and s truc tu ra l d ifferences than tha t paper 
provided. A ll features of Kentish are described in detail by Cramp & 
S im m ons and only a b rie f sum m ary of plum age characters is given here.

W hite-fronted Sand Plover
The subspecies C m tene llus  is resident in East A frica , closely associated 
w ith  and breeding on sand beaches, sandbanks and sand dunes both a tth e  
coast and in land on the  larger lakes and rivers; it also occurs at sa lt pans. It 
is num erous only at Lakes Turkana and M alaw i (B ritton) and loca lly at the 
coast, eg north of M alind i, Kenya, and at Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Small 
num bers are regular at Rift Valley lakes in w estern  Uganda and on the  A th i 
River, Kenya (Britton). Seasonal m ovem ents probably occur, w ith  
tem porary flocks noted in several areas; such m ovem ents may be 
in fluenced by flu c tua tions  in w ater-leve ls. It is not norm ally  found on the 
a lka line Rift Valley lakes in Kenya but it does occur at Turkana w here 
Kentish also occurs (Britton). Breeding records are from  may to august and 
december.

Field identification of sand plovers in East Africa

33 W hite-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius m arginatus, male in defin itive  alternate (=  adult
summer) plumage, Kenya, ju ly  1983 IP B Taylor).
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Fie ld  iden tifica tion  o f sand p lovers in  East A frica  

alternate plumage: male
head & body See plates 33 and 36-37. Forecrown, lores and a line  from  
the rear of the eye to the  ear-coverts are black. Forecrown, superc ilium  (to 
ju s t behind the  eye) and face are w h ite . Crown, nape and upperparts are 
g rey-brow n w ith  a p a le faw n  wash, a nd the  feathers are fringed  p a le taw ny  
(broadest on the  scapulars). The broad collar on the h indneck is pa le faw n , 
ta w n ie r at its an te rio r m argin. The rum p-fea thers  are pa le-fringed and are 
darker brown than the back; th is  co lour deepens on the  upperta il-coverts. 
The sides of the  rum p and upperta il-coverts are w h ite . Below, the bird is 
w h ite , washed w ith  p inky-bu ff from  breast to belly, o ften ta w n ie r on the 
breast and flanks. A  sm all and usually poorly-defined patch at each side of

3 4 -3 5  W hite-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius marginatus, female in defin itive alternate
(=aduIt summer) plumage, Kenya, ju ly  1983 (P B Taylor).

47



Field identification o f sand plovers in  East Africa

36-37 White-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius marginatus, male in definitve alternate (= 
adult summer) plumage, Kenya, august 1983 (G A Allport).
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the  breast is taw ny or deep bu ff w ith  a darker, dull b rown centre; the patch 
is som etim es hardly vis ib le  (plate 36).
wings The upperw ing-coverts  are g rey-brow n, darker on the  m arginal 
coverts, a lula and greater p rim ary coverts (plates 37-38). The scapulars are 
also often s ligh tly  darker than the back. The inner prim ary coverts and 
greater secondary coverts have broad w h ite  tips. The rem iges are 
som ew hat darker than the  rest of the upperw ing (unless old), darkest at the 
edges and tips of the outer prim aries. PI -2 have w h ite  shafts, p3-10 w h ite  
central shaft areas, p6-10 a w h ite  centra l patch on the outer w eb and p1 -5 
pale centra l areas (plates 37-38). The secondaries are w h ite -tipped , 
broadest on the  inners, and are darkest in the centre and paler at the base. 
These characters give a broad w h ite  w ing -bar over the inner prim aries, 
narrow ing  but s till p rom inent over the bases of the secondaries, a pale 
tra iling  edge to the secondaries, and an o therw ise  fa irly  un ifo rm ly- 
coloured upperw ing w ith  a paler area on the lesser and m edian coverts 
(plate 38). The underw ings are w h ite , greyer on the greater coverts and 
rem iges (plate 39).
tail R1 -2 are w h ite , som etim es w ith  a sm all dark subte rm ina l spot, r3 is 
w h ite  w ith  a dark tip , r4 -6  are dark brown, darker tow ards the tip  on r4-5  
and a ll-dark on r6. The centre ta il is the darkest area of the upperparts and 
is o ffse t by the broad w h ite  ta il edges (the w h ite  broadest at the  base).

alternate plumage: fem ale
As male but the  w h ite  on the forehead is often narrow er, the  fo recrow n 
and ear-coverts are usua lly more dark b row n than  black, there  is o ften less 
pink or taw ny w ash on the underparts, the breast patches are usually 
paler, and the upperparts are often less brigh t (plates 34-35).

basic plumage
S im ila r to a lte rna te  but the dark head m arkings are less p rom inent (in the 
fem ale the fo recrow n is often hardly darker than the crow n, w ith  only dark 
feather-centres; it is apparently not black as w as stated by Kieser & 
Liversidge), the breast patches are more poorly-defined, the upperparts are 
less bright, and the underparts are paler w ith  less pink or ta w ny  wash.

first basic plumage
As defin itive  basic but w ith  pale bu ff fringes to the  du lle r greyer 
upperparts-feathers, less prom inen t dark head m arkings, less w h ite  on the 
forehead, brown lores and paler underparts than  the de fin itive  bird.

plumage variation
This is a very variable species, both in overall tone of the  plumage and in 
d ifferences between the sexes and birds of d iffe ren t ages. Some birds are 
washed w ith  rich g inger or taw ny on the  underparts and are 
correspondingly b righ ter than normal on the upperparts (P B Taylor). This 
w ash may be deeper and richer on the breast, ending abruptly at a w h ite

Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

49



Field identification of sand plovers in East Africa 

38-39 White-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius marginatus, Kenya, june 1983 (P B Taylor). 

throat; when the bird's neck is retracted the deeply-coloured feathers are 
compressed into a tawny line across the upperbreast. Such a breast 
pattern may lead to confusion with Chestnut-banded (Taylor 1982a) but 
such individuals are always richly-coloured above whereas Chestnut-
banded is always very grey above and pure white below except for the 
breast band. Some White-fronted are much paler overall than normal, with 
white underparts, white some first basic birds may be washed with tawny 
or yellowish-buff above and below. 

bare parts 
EYE Brown to dark brown. 
BILL Black, variable in shape but often with a noticeable bulge at the nail 
and a noticeable gonydeal angle. 
LEGS Yellowish-grey, greenish-grey, greenish-flesh or grey; occasionally 
black (McLachlan & Liversidge, P B Taylor, museum skins). Leg colour may 
therefore be similar to Kentish. Kieser & Liversidge did not mention that 
the legs of White-fronted may be black. 

size, appearance, behaviour, flight and calls 
Summarized under Kentish. 
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38-39 White-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius marginatus, Kenya, june 1983 (P B Taylor).

th roat; w hen  the  b ird 's  neck is retracted the deeply-coloured fea the rs  are 
compressed into a taw ny  line across the  upperbreast. Such a breast 
pattern  may lead to confusion w ith  Chestnut-banded (Taylor 1982a) but 
such ind iv idua ls are a lways rich ly-co loured  above w hereas C hestnut- 
banded is a lways very grey above and pure w h ite  below  except fo r the 
breast band. Some W h ite -fron ted  are much paler overall than  norm al, w ith  
w h ite  underparts, w h ile  some firs t basic birds may be w ashed w ith  taw ny  
or ye llo w ish -b u ff above and below.

bare parts
eye Brown to dark brown.
bill Black, variab le in shape but often with a noticeable bulge at the  nail 
and a noticeable gonydeal angle.
LEGS Yellow ish-grey, greenish-grey, g reen ish-flesh  or grey; occasionally 
black (M cLachlan & Liversidge, P B Taylor, m useum  skins). Leg co lour may 
there fore  be s im ila r to Kentish. Kieser & Liversidge did not m ention tha t 
the legs of W h ite -fron ted  may be black.

size, appearance, behaviour, flight and calls
Sum m arized under Kentish.
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Field identification of sand plovers in East A frica

Kentish Plover
The subspecies C a a lexandrinus  is a scarce m ig ran tto  open m ud-fla ts  and 
beaches at a lka line lakes in the Kenya Rift Valley between October and 
april (Britton). It has been recorded at Lakes Turkana, Nakuru, E lm enteita 
and Magadi (B ritton, East A frican  bird reports 1977-81 in Scopus, P B 
Taylor). It occurs w ith  C hestnut-banded at Magadi, and the  only known 
area of overlap w ith  W h ite -fron ted  is Turkana, W h ite -fron ted  apparently 
being absent from  the o ther a lka line lakes. Kentish has not yet been 
recorded from  the coastal habitats w h ich  W h ite -fron ted  occupies, nor from  
sand beaches on rivers and freshw ate r lakes; how ever it may have been 
overlooked in these habitats as it can occur in such areas (Cramp & 
Sim mons) and it is known from  the coast of Somalia (D J Pearson).

moults
Birds on arrival in East A frica  should be in basic plumage. The prealternate  
m ou lt takes place from  november to march w ith  firs t basic b irds often 
undergoing th e ir prealte rnate  m oult s ligh tly  later than  the  de fin itive  birds 
(Cramp & Simmons).

alternate plumage: male
head  & body The head pattern is s im ila r to tha t of W h ite -fron ted  but 
Kentish d iffers in having a narrow  w h ite  co lla r on the hindneck and a 
c innam on wash on the  crow n and nape. The upperparts are more ashy- 
brown than W h ite -fron ted  w h ich  is usually more taw ny-tinged . The rum p 
and upperta il-coverts are s im ila r in co lour to the back and the ta il is darker 
w hereas W h ite -fro n te d 's  plumage darkens noticeably on the rum p and 
upperta il-coverts. The underparts are w h ite  w ith  a w e ll-de fined  black 
patch at each side of the  breast; th is  p lumage is very d iffe ren t to the  bu ff-o r 
taw ny-tinged  underparts of W h ite -fron ted  w h ich  also has much less 
obvious breast patches.
w in g s  The w h ite  in the w ings  is of s im ila r extent and pattern to W h ite - 
fronted, except tha t the  innerm ost one or tw o  secondaries are often alm ost 
a ll-w h ite  (Cramp & Simmons). There is a marked contrast between the 
ash-brow n m edian coverts and the a lm ost black lesser coverts, prim ary 
coverts and outer greater secondary coverts; W h ite -fron ted  has much less 
contrast in these regions. The underw ings are g rey ish -w h ite . 
ta il  Kieser & Liversidge stated tha t the w h ite  ou te rta il contrasts more 
w ith  the dark centre in Kentish but observations suggest th a t the  reverse 
may be the case: W h ite -fron ted 's  centra l ta il appears very darka long  all its 
length (plate 38). The am ount of w h ite  in the  ou te rta il is s im ila r in both 
species.

alternate plumage: fem ale
The black on the head and breast is replaced by dusky-brow n and the 
forehead and face patches may not be as dark as those of fem ale  W h ite - 
fronted. The breast patches, however, are larger, darker and better-
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defined. D ifferences in general plum age tone are as betw een males.

basic plumage
S im ila r to a lte rna te  but the male has the black of the  head and breast 
du ller, o ften dark brown, w h ile th e fe m a le  is dusky-brow n in these regions. 
The crow n and upperparts are ash-grey, and the  fem ale  has less w h ite  
than the  male on forehead and superc ilium . W h ite -fron ted  is separable on 
its less w e ll-m arked  breast patches, darker ear-coverts (Kentish is grey- 
buff), broader buff co lla r (Kentish is w h ite ), upperparts (Kentish is greyer), 
more w h ite  on forehead and superc ilium  and usua lly  less pale underparts. 
The fem ale W h ite -fron ted  has darker head m arkings than  e ithe r male or 
fem ale Kentish.

first basic plumage
As defin itive  basic but pale bu ff-fringed  juven ile  feathers are s till v is ible  on 
the back, rum p and w ing -coverts  un til October; pale fringes are la ter visib le  
only on the coverts. It is separable from  W h ite -fron ted  firs t basic by the 
good breast patches, paler lores, narrow er w h ite  co lla r and usua lly  w h ite r 
underparts.

sum m ary of plumage characters
The constant d ifferences between the  tw o  species appear to be as 
fo llow s: 7 Kentish a lw ays has w e ll-de fined  lateral breast patches; those of

Field identification o f sand plovers in East A frica

4 0  Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus, Kenya, oktober 1982 (P B Taylor).
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

table 1 Measurements mm and weights g of White-fronted C m tennellus, Kentish, C a
alexandrinus, Chestnut-banded C p venustus and Kittlitz’s Sand Plover C p pecuarius. 

Sources: G A Allport =  1, Cramp & Simmons 1982 =  2, East African Ringing Scheme = 
3, National Museum of Kenya =  4. Abbreviations: ap =  all populations, df =  definitive ( 

=  adult), m =  migrant, pf =  post-fledged.

W h ite -fro n te d 1,3,4 K en tish 2 C h es tn u t-ba nd e d 3,4 K itt l itz ’s34

w ing 95-102 (98.9; 13 pf) 102-117 ( 110; 118 d f) 89-97 (93.2; 43 d f) 95 -117 (103.5; 63 pf)
ta il 41-48 (44.9; 10 pf) 42-50 46.3; 42 df) 30-39 (36.2; 19 pf) 41.5- 47 ( 43.6: 27 pf)
b ill 14-17 (15.7; 9 pf) 14-17 15.4; 125 d f) 13-15 (14.3; 19 pf) 15 -  17.5 ( 15.9; 27 pf)
tarsus 23-28 (25.3; 10 pf) 26-30 27.7; 65 df) 25-28 (26.4; 19 pf) 28 -  31 ( 29.8; 28 pf)
w e ig h t 28-40 (32.4; 8 df) 37-39 38.0; 7 m) 22-33 (26.8; 46 df) 27.5- 43 ( 33.0; 71 pf)

32-69 43.7; ap)

W hite -fron ted  are paler, vaguer, and are som etim es not visible; 2 Kentish 
has a narrow  w h ite  collar, W h ite -fron ted  has a broader buffer co llar; 3 
W h ite -fron ted  has a dark rum p, upperta il-coverts and centre -ta il w h ile  
Kentish is noticeably dark only on the ta il; and 4 Kentish show s more 
contrast between outer and inner upperw ing, and darker remiges.

bare parts
eye Dark brown.
bill Black, ra ther slender and pointed, s im ila r in length to tha t of W h ite - 
fronted (table 1).
legs D efin itive  birds have dark lead-grey to s la te-black legs, rarely pale 
ye llow ish -b row n. Juven ile  and firs t basic leg co lour may be olive or b rown- 
tinged.

size and appearance
S tructura l d ifferences are show n in plates 33-36  and 40. The tw o  species 
are supe rfic ia lly  s im ila r in appearance but W h ite -fron ted  is a sm aller bird 
and appears s lim m er in the  fie ld , w ith  usua lly a more horizontal stance (but 
not a lways — see plates 33 and 40). W h ite -fro n te d 's  w ing -tip s  fa ll short of 
the ta il- tip  w h ile  those of Kentish reach or extend beyond the ta il- tip  (plates 
35 and 40); Kieser and Liversidge stated tha t W h ite -fron ted  has a longer 
ta il but th is  is not so (table 1) and the  d iffe rence in s truc tu re  is due to the 
shorter w ings of W h ite -fron ted . Kentish appears rounder and p lum per in 
the body, longer and th inn e r at the rear end, and has a rounded crown; 
W h ite -fron ted  is fla tte r-c row ned  and often appears larger-headed. The bill 
of Kentish is slim  w hereas W h ite -fron ted  has a s touter bill usua lly  w ith  a 
visible bulge and gonydeal angle. W h ite -fron ted  is shorter-legged than 
Kentish; the la tte r's  ta rsus averages 10% longer (table 1). A lthough  W h ite - 
fronted usually appear shorter-legged in th e fie ld , a tt im e s th e y  can appear 
very s im ila r to Kentish in stance and height (plates 33 and 40).

behaviour and flight
Both species have a rapid and graceful gait, th a t of Kentish being described
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as a 'b icycling  run ' by Cramp & S im m ons w ho  also state tha t K ittlitz 's  run 
faste r than Kentish. W h ite -fron ted  is even faster than  K ittlitz 's  and in 
com parison appears to be motorized. W h ite -fron ted  is re luctan t to fly  w hen 
d isturbed, pre ferring  to run, and if flushed w ill usua lly  fly  low  fo r a short 
w ay before landing and runn ing. F light action is probably s im ila r in both 
species but the author has not been able to d irectly  compare them  in fligh t. 
W h ite -fron ted  has shorter, less pointed w ings. The fee t of both species do 
not project beyond the  end of the ta il in fligh t.

calls
Kieser & Liversidge stated tha t W h ite -fro n te d 's  calls are d is tinc t but did not 
give comparisons. The norm al ca lls heard from  W h ite -fron ted  are as 
fo llow s: 1 a hard dry c lunking  'p w u t', 'tru p ' or 'pup', probably a contact call 
and uttered on the ground or fligh t; 2 a low  qu ie t 'tw it ',  'ke ' or 'kew i', 
som etim es extended to 'ke -du -k i' and so on, probably a contact call; 3  a 
loud ris ing 'c h u it ' of anxiety or excitem ent; and 4 a short sharp dry tr i l l  of 
alarm  't r r r ' or 'trrru p ', often becoming a long sequence of notes, eg 't r r r  - 
arar - a rra r' and so on. The author has litt le  experience of the  calls of 
Kentish but the notes described by Cramp & S im m ons appearto  be s im ila r 
in fo rm  to W h ite -fro n te d 's  calls: 7 a qu ie t em phatic 'w it ' or 'p t', often 
becom ing a rattle ; 2 a hard dry 'p rrr ' of a larm , som etim es developed in to  a 
tw itte rin g  sound; and 3  a p la in tive  'tooeet' or 'h w it ' of excitem ent. M ore 
w ork  needs to  be done on the d ifferences in calls between these tw o  
species.

Field identification o f sand plovers in East A frica

group 3: Chestnut-banded and K ittlitz's Sand Plover 

Chestnut-banded Sand Plover
Two subspecies exist, the large pale C pp a llidu s  in southern  A frica  (m ainly 
on the  coasts) and the  sm all dark C p venustus  at in land w aters  in East 
A frica . C p venustus  is a comm on breeding resident on strong ly a lka line 
lakes in northern  Tanzania and southern Kenya. A t Lake Magadi, Kenya, 
w here  it is com m on, it occurs a longside K ittlitz 's . A lthough  C p pa llidus  is 
suspected of having regular m ovem ents (Irw in  1981) and has w andered as 
fa r north as Zambia (Taylor 1982a), there  is no evidence th a t C p venustus  
w anders, and its occurrence at Kenyan w aters  o ther than  Magadi is 
doubted by B ritton. The breeding season in Kenya is may to September.

alternate plumage (C p venustus): male
head  & BODY Forehead, short superc ilium  to above the  eye, upper eyelid 
and face are w h ite . A  narrow  line  across the fo recrow n  to ju s t over the  eye 
is black w ith  a b righ t ligh t chestnut band behind it and con tinu ing  above 
the eye, along the side of the face above the narrow  dark cheek patch, and 
around the nape as a rufous collar. The lores are black (see plates 41 and 
43 fo r head pattern). The upperparts are stone-grey w ith  a s ligh t taw ny
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tinge  (feather-fringes), most on the head. The rum p and upperta il-coverts 
are darker than the back, p la in  but w ith  s ligh t pale tips to the upperta il- 
coverts. The sides of the rum p and upperta il-coverts are w h ite . The 
underparts are pure w h ite  w ith  a narrow  b righ t chestnut band across the 
upperbreast, bordered black above its centra l region. The breast band 
narrow s at the sides to jo in  the rufous co llar at the base of the neck. 
WINGS The lesser upperw ing-coverts  are as the back, the  greaters and 
alula are darker, and the  m edian paler w ith  w h itish  fringes. There is thus  a 
d is tinc t pale centra l area to the  upperw ing-coverts  (plates 4 4-45  and 48). A 
narrow  w h ite  leading edge to the  m arginal coverts is visible. The inner fou r 
prim ary coverts and all g reater secondary coverts are w h ite -tipped , 
broadest and w h ite s t on the outerm ost secondary coverts. A ll p rim aries 
are very dark, darkest on the tips, and have a w h ite  centra l shaft area w h ich  
is longest on p1. P5-10 have narrow  pale tips and a centra l w h ite  patch on 
the outer web, not a lways present on p5. The secondaries have narrow  
pale tips but are o therw ise  as dark as the prim aries w ith  paler inner 
m argins and w h ite  basal halves of the shafts. The w ing  pattern is thus 
d istinctive, w ith  a clear but narrow  w h ite  bar across the secondaries

Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

41 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadrius pattidus. male in definitive alternate (= adult 
summer) plumage, Kenya, july 1983 (P B Taylor).
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Field identification of sand plo vers in East Africa 

42 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Chara- 	43 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Chara- 

drius pallidus, female in definitive alternate 	drius pallidus, male in definitive alternate 

(=adult summer) plumage, Kenya, august 	(=adult summer) plumage Kenya, july 1983 

1983 (P B Taylor). 	 (P B Taylor). 

broadening to a wide white bar on the inner primaries and a pale area on 
the outer primaries (plates 44-45 and 48). The bar is further highlighted by 
the very dark outer primaries, tips to all regimes, and greater coverts. The 
pattern appears somewhat similar to Kittlitz's but with a more extensive 
and prominent wing-bar (compare plates 44-45, 48 and 52-53). In flight 
the darkest areas of the wing are the alula, primary coverts and outer 
primary tips. The underwing is white, greyer on the greater coverts and 
remiges. 
TAIL See plates 44 and 48. R1-3 are white or with a variable small dark 
subterminal spot; r3 may have a larger dark subterminal area. R4-5 are 
dusky, darker subterminally, and are tipped and edged white. R6 is all-dark, 
as dark as the darkest area of the upperwing. In flight the tail appears 
darkest in the centre, becoming paler towards the sides, with the white 
sides broadest at the base. 

alternate plumage: female 
See plate 42. As the male but the chestnut of the head is paler and is not 
present over the eye; there is no black on the forecrown, and the lores and 
ear-coverts are light chestnut. The collar is paler and less distinct with little 
chestnut wash; the supercilium is buffish and broader than the male's over 
the eye. The breast band is broader, paler chestnut, with no black border. 

basic plumage 
Similar to alternate in both sexes. 
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42 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Chara- 
drius pallidus. female in definitive alternate 
(=aduIt summer) plumage, Kenya, august 

1 983 <P B Taylor).

43 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Chara- 
drius pallidus, male in definitive alternate 
(=aduIt summer) plumage Kenya, july 1 983 

IP B Taylor).

broadening to a w ide w h ite  bar on the inner p rim aries and a pale area on 
the  outer p rim aries (plates 4 4 -45  and 48). The bar is fu rth e r h igh ligh ted  by 
the very dark outer prim aries, tips to all regimes, and greater coverts. The 
pattern appears som ew hat s im ila r to K ittlitz 's  but w ith  a more extensive 
and p rom inent w ing -bar (compare plates 44-45, 48  and 52-53). In fligh t 
the darkest areas of the w ing  are the  alula, prim ary coverts and outer 
prim ary tips. The underw ing  is w h ite , greyer on the greater coverts and 
remiges.
ta il  See plates 44 and 48. R1 -3 are w h ite  or w ith  a variab le sm all dark 
subte rm ina l spot; r3 may have a larger dark subte rm ina l area. R4-5 are 
dusky, darker subte rm ina lly , and are tipped and edged w h ite . R6 is a ll-dark, 
as dark as the darkest area of the  upperw ing. In flig h t the ta il appears 
darkest in the  centre, becom ing paler tow ards the sides, w ith  the w h ite  
sides broadest at the base.

alternate plumage: fem ale
See plate 42. As the male but the chestnu t of the  head is paler and is not 
present over the  eye; there  is no black on the fo recrow n, and the lores and 
ear-coverts are ligh t chestnut. The co lla r is paler and less d is tinc t w ith  little  
chestnu t wash; the superc ilium  is bu ffish  and b roaderthan  the m ale's over 
the eye. The breast band is broader, paler chestnut, w ith  no black border.

basic plumage
S im ila r to a lte rna te  in both sexes.
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44 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadrius pallidus, male in definitive alternate (= adult 
summer) plumage, Kenya, july 1 983; 45 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover in juvenile (left) and 

definitive (= adult) plumage (right), Kenya, September 1983 (P B Taylor).
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Field identification of sand plovers in East Africa 

46 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadriuspallidus in juvenile plumage, Kenya, september 
1983 (P B Taylor). 

predefinitive plumage: male 
Predefinitive (= immature) is similar to definitive but less black on the 
forehead, paler chestnut head markings, and the chestnut line along the 
face does not always meet the ends of the breast band. The collar is pale, 
tinged chestnut. The breast band is mixed chestnut and dark grey-brown. 
There are usually more noticeable pale fringes to the upperparts-feathers. 

predefinitive plumage: female 
Similar to definitive but less welf-marked on the head, and with broader 
pale fringes to the upperparts-feathers. 

juvenile plumage 
See plates 45-47. This plumage is distinct. There is no trace of chestnut 
anywhere. Forehead, forecrown and narrow poor supercilium are white, 
lores are mixed brownish-grey and white, a patch of brownish-grey 
extends from below the eye to the ear-coverts, the crown and nape are grey 
and the collar well-defined and off-white. The wings and tail are as the 
definitive but with pale fringes to all upperwing-coverts. The underparts 
are white with a welt-defined stone-grey patch at each side of the breast; 
as the bird ages these patches extend across the upperbreast to form a 
narrow grey breast band (plate 47). 
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46 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadriuspal/idus in juvenile plumage, Kenya, September
1983 (P B Taylor).

predefinitive plumage: male
Predefin itive  (=  im m ature) is s im ila r to de fin itive  but less black on the 
forehead, paler chestnu t head markings, and the chestnu t line  along the 
face does not a lways meet the  ends of the  breast band. The co lla r is pale, 
tinged chestnut. The breast band is m ixed chestnu t and dark grey-brow n. 
There are usua lly  more noticeable pale fringes to the upperparts-feathers.

predefinitive plumage: fem ale
S im ila r to de fin itive  but less w e ll-m arked  on the head, and w ith  broader 
pale fringes to the upperparts-feathers.

juvenile plumage
See plates 45-47 . This plum age is d is tinct. There is no trace of chestnu t 
anyw here. Forehead, fo recrow n and narrow  poor superc ilium  are w h ite , 
lores are m ixed b row n ish-grey and w h ite , a patch of b row n ish-grey 
extends from  b e low th e  eye to the ear-coverts, the crow n and nape are grey 
and the  co lla r w e ll-de fined  and o ff-w h ite . The w ings and ta il are as the 
de fin itive  but w ith  pale fringes to all upperw ing-coverts. The underparts 
are w h ite  w ith  a w e ll-de fined  stone-grey patch at each side of the  breast; 
as the bird ages these patches extend across the upperbreast to form  a 
narrow  grey breast band (plate 47).
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Field identification o f sand plovers in East Africa

47 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadriuspallidus in juvenile plumage, Kenya, September
1 983 (P B Taylor).

summary of plumage characters
Chestnut-banded is d is tinc tive  in all plumages, being much greyer in 
upperparts colour than  its congeners, pure w h ite  below  and w ith  a unique 
head and breast pattern  in all but juven ile  plumage. However, confusion 
has arisen w ith  rich ly-co loured  K ittlitz 's  (Dowsett 1977) and W h ite - 
fron ted  (Taylor 1982a). K ittlitz 's  should be easily-separable on head 
pattern and upperparts, even if it is so w e ll-m arked  as to have a deep taw ny 
w ash across the breast, and all ages of K ittlitz 's  have some buff wash on 
the underparts except some juven iles  (see K ittlitz 's  account). For 
d ifferences from  W h ite -fron ted , see tha t species account.

bare parts
EYE Brown to dark brown.
bill Black shorter and fin e r than in the  o ther species, w ith  a fa irly  even 
taper to a sharp point. A  sm all bulge is usua lly present a tth e  nail b u tthe re  
is usually no visib le  gonydeal angle. There is some varia tion  in b ill shape 
and bulk.
legs G reenish-grey to grey, o ften w ith  darker toes and jo in ts, 

size and appearance
C hestnut-banded is the sm allest of the sand plovers but w ith  a re la tive ly  
long tarsus (table 1). It appears long-legged, being ta lle r than W h ite - 
fron ted  but not as ta ll as K ittlitz 's . Its head is large and broad, appearing 
bulky in proportion to its sm all body, and the crow n is fla t (plate 43). The bill 
is sm all and fine, the  neck is usua lly  retracted and the bird stands 
horizontally, on w e ll-flexed  legs, in a d is tinc tive  hunched pose (plate 43).
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48 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadrius pallidus in definitive (= adult) plumage, Kenya, 
august 1983 (P B Taylor). 

The body is slim, the short wings just reach the tail-tip, and the long fluffy 
white undertail-coverts and posterior flank-feathers often overlap the 
sides of the rump, tail and wing-tips (plate 43). Leg colour is a fairly 
constant grey or greenish-grey. 

behaviour and flight 
On the ground the bird behaves much as other small sand plovers but 
normally feeds only in water and in liquid mud, and does not run over open 
dry shore; its food is noted on museum skins as aquatic diptera larvae, so 
its long legs, small bill and relatively slow movements are not unexpected. 
It is usually less warythan its congeners. When feeding in shallow water, it 
occurs alongside Kittlitz's, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Marsh 
Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis and so on and wades quite deeply at times. It 
is aggressive towards members of its own species and also to other species 
up to the size of Ruff Philomachus pugnax. Fl ights are normally not long, 
and are less markedly dashing than those of other species; the wings are 
rather short, broad and blunt (plate 48). The feet project beyond the tail-tip 
in flight. 

calls 
The range of calls is similar to that of the other small sand plovers, the 
commonest notes being: 1 a fairly quiet 'chip', 'pip' or 'pup', in flight and on 
the ground; 2 a dry 'turn', 'trrrup', 'tr-rp' or 'tp', sometimes combined with 
call 4 to give a 'trr-eet', uttered in flight and on the ground; 3 a high-pitched 
rattling flight call 'trr-drr-drr', higher-pitched and less hard and dry than 
the similar call of Kittlitz's; 4 a plaintive 'hweet' or 'hwit' of anxiety; and 5a 
call used in intra-specific aggressive encounters: a loud buzzing 'joweew' 
or 'jeweew' (the 'j' as in the French 'je', and the accentuated second syllabe 
rising sharply in pitch on the 'ee'), often followed by 'jo jo jo' and so on. 
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48 Chestnut-banded Sand Plover Charadriuspallidus in definitive (= adult) plumage, Kenya,
august 1983 (P B Taylor).

The body is s lim , the  short w ings ju s t reach the  ta il- tip , and the long f lu ffy  
w h ite  underta il-coverts  and posterior flank-fea thers  often overlap the 
sides of the  rump, ta il and w ing -tip s  (plate 43). Leg co lour is a fa ir ly  
constant grey or greenish-grey.

behaviour and flight
On the ground the bird behaves much as o ther sm all sand plovers but 
norm a lly  feeds only in w ater and in liqu id  mud, and does not run over open 
dry shore; its food is noted on m useum skins as aquatic d iptera larvae, so 
its long legs, sm all b ill and re la tive ly  s low  m ovem ents are not unexpected. 
It is usually less w ary  than its congeners. W hen feeding in sha llow  w ater, it 
occurs a longside K ittlitz 's . L ittle  S tin t, C urlew  Sandpiper, M arsh 
Sandpiper Tringa s tagna tilis  and so on and wades qu ite  deeply at tim es. It 
is aggressive tow ards m em bers of its own species and also to o ther species 
up to the size of Ruff P hilom achus pugnax. F lights are norm ally  not long, 
and are less m arkedly dashing than  those of o ther species; the  w ings are 
ra ther short, broad and b lun t (plate 48). The feet pro ject beyond the ta il- tip  
in fligh t.

calls
The range of calls is s im ila r to tha t of the  o ther sm all sand plovers, the 
com m onest notes being: 1 a fa ir ly  q u ie t 'ch ip ', 'p ip ' or 'pup ', in flig h t and on 
the ground; 2 a dry 'trrrp ', 'trrrup ', 'tr- rp ' or 'tp ', som etim es com bined w ith  
call 4 to give a 'trr-ee t', uttered in flig h t and on the ground; 3  a h igh-p itched 
ra ttling  flig h t call 't r r-d rr-d rr ', h igher-p itched and less hard and dry than 
the s im ila r call of K ittlitz 's ; 4  a p la in tive  'h w ee t' or 'h w it ' of anxiety; and 5  a 
call used in in tra -spec ific  aggressive encounters: a loud buzzing 'jo w e e w ' 
or 'je w e e w ' (the 'j ' as in the French 'je ', and the  accentuated second syllabe 
ris ing sharp ly in p itch on the  'ee'), o ften fo llow ed  by 'jo  jo  jo ' and so on.
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Kittlitz's Sand Plover
W idespread and locally comm on in East A frica  at in land w aters, most 
num erous at Rift Valley lakes and Lake V ictoria ; also regular at the  coast 
(Britton). It prefers open dry ground, bare or w ith  short grass, near w ater; 
the  substrate may be sand, earth or dry mud. It also feeds on w e t mud and 
in sha llow  w ater. It occurs at salt-pans, salt fla ts  and sand dunes, and also 
at sewage ponds. It is o ften alongside W h ite -fron ted  and C hestnut- 
banded, and feeds among flocks of L ittle  S tin t and o ther sandpipers. It is 
possibly a resident species but may undergo local or more extensive 
movements. In East A frica  there  are breeding records fo r all months.

alternate plumage: male
See plates 49-50. The plumage is d is tinctive  and is described in detail by 
Cramp & Sim m ons; b rie f details only are given here, w ith  com m ents on the 
occasional errors in tha t work.
head & body A unique head pattern of w h ite  forehead, black fo recrow n 
bordered w h ite  at the  rear (not illus tra ted  in Cramp & Simmons), broad 
w h ite  superc ilium  con tinu ing  to form  a w h ite  band on the  nape and often 
ju s t con tinuous w ith  the  w h ite  forehead (not given in Cramp & Simmons), 
black lores and line  from  the  rear of the eye runn ing  under the  w h ite  line 
along the face and around the  nape. The crow n isda rkg rey-b row n , p la iner

49 Kittlitz’s Sand Plover Charadrius pecuarius in definitive alternate (= adult summer) 
plumage, Kenya, july 1983 (P B Taylor).
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50 Kittlitz's Sand Plover Charadriuspecuarius in first basic (= first-winter) (left) and definitive 
alternate (= adult summer) plumage (right), Kenya, april 1982 (P B Taylor).

than  the  back (plate 50). The rest of the  upperparts is dark grey-brow n w ith  
d is tinc t pale fringes and dark shafts. The rum p and upperta il-coverts  are 
black, the la tte r w ith  w h ite  sides. Chin and th roa t are w h ite , breast and 
flanks c innam on-p ink, belly and underta il-coverts  w h ite . There is often a 
dusky patch at each side of the  breast (plate 49), usua lly  obscure.
WINGS The upperw ings are w e ll-pa tte rned  (plates 49 and 52-53) w ith  
blackish lesser and prim ary coverts, a lula and prim aries, dark secondaries, 
and o ther regions pale grey-brow n. The pale tra iling  edge to the 
secondaries and inner p rim aries is p rom inent and the w h ite  w ing -ba r is 
form ed by w h ite  centres to the  outer webs of p(6)7-10, w h ite  centra l shafts 
to p(4)5-6 and w h ite  tips to the outerm ost greater secondary coverts. The 
w h ite  shaft of p1 is v is ib le  in fligh t. Note tha t the flig h t illu s tra tion  in Cramp 
& S im m ons does not illus tra te  w ing  pattern correctly. The blackish lesser 
coverts are o ften prom inent in the folded w ing  (plate 49). The underw ings 
are w h ite , greyer on the rem iges and lesser prim ary coverts. 
ta il  R1 -2 are w h ite  or w ith  a small dark subterm ina l spot, r3 is w h ite  w ith  
a dark centra l line, r4-5  are dusky w ith  w h ite  tips and r6 is blackish w ith  a 
narrow  w h ite  tip. The ta il appears very dark in the centre, becom ing paler 
tow ards the sides, w ith  broad w h ite  edges (plate 53).

alternate plumage: fem ale
Not as illus tra ted  in Cramp & S im mons: the fem ale  is very s im ila r to the
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51 Kittlitz's Sand Plover Charadrius pecuarius in mixed definitive alternate (= adult summer) 
and basic (= adult winter) plumage, Kenya, april 1982 (P B Taylor).

male and sexing is som etim es d ifficu lt. There is usua lly less black on the 
fo recrow n and behind the  w h ite  co llar, often a less deep c innam on-p ink 
w ash on the  breast and less extensive breast patches.

basic plumage
Both sexes are as a lterna te  but w ith  less black on the head, a buffer 
superc ilium  and collar, paler upperparts and more prom inent breast 
patches (plate 51). Some black may be visible  on the fo recrow n and collar.

juvenile plumage
N orm ally fa irly  d is tinctive , all birds having the  typical w ing  and ta il pattern 
of the species, though often less w ell-m arked. However, the body plum age 
is variable, and is not a lways as described in Cramp & S im m ons. The 
de fin itive  head pattern is absent, there  being only a pale buffy  forehead, 
superc ilium  and co lla r (plate 50); lores are pale, earcoverts grey-brow n. 
The upperparts are dull g rey-brow n, usually w ith  pale buff fringes but 
som etim es a lm ost p lain (plate 54). The underparts are bu ff to w h ite  and the 
breast patches are often ind is tinc t (plate 50) but are occasionally very w e ll-  
marked (plate 54). The com bination of pale underparts, good breast 
patches and a lm ost p la in  upperparts in some birds gives an appearance 
w h ich , unless the bird flies, is very s im ila r in pattern  to non-a lte rna te  
G reater and Lesser (plate 54). Indeed, some lone juve n ile  K ittlitz 's  have
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52 Kittlitz's Sand Plover Charadrius pecuarius, Kenya, april 1982 (P B Taylor).

been confused w ith  Lesser, and, unless o ther species are present fo r size 
com parison, the  risk of confusion is great. The problem is not m entioned in 
the  lite ra tu re  on K ittlitz 's . In such birds the b es tc lu es to  identity, apa rtfrom  
size, are w ing  and ta il pattern, very long legs, the  w e ll-de fined  and broad 
pale collar, and (usually) the  long bill w h ich  is not as s tou t as tha t of Lesser. 
Note tha t juven iles  do not have 'd is tinc tly  spotted ' chest and upper 
fo re flanks as is stated in Cramp & Simmons.

bare parts
eye Brown to dark brown, rarely dark blue. Larger in proportion to the 
head than in o ther sm all sand plovers (plate 49).
bill Black long and often ra ther th in  except at the tip  w here  the bulge at 
the nail is o ften prom inent. The gonydeal angle is often slight. There is 
much varia tion  in bill th ickness and shape but the bird a lways appears 
long-b illed.
LEGS Usually some shade of grey or green ish-grey but also o live-brow n, 
flesh -b row n  or black. O ften darker on the jo in ts.

size and appearance
Longer-legged than the o ther sm all sand plovers, th is  being a very useful 
fie ld  character. The b ill appears long but not often heavy (not as stout as in 
many W hite -fronted). The head is not as noticeably broad as tha t of 
Chestnut-banded and the crow n is not as fla t as in W h ite -fron ted ; crow n 
shape appears to vary (eg plates 49-51). Overall size is about th a t of W h ite - 
fronted, the shape is neat and the bird stands fa irly  upright. The fo lded 
w ings jus t or a lm ost reach the ta il-tip .
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53 Kittlitz's Sand Plovers Charadriuspecuaris, Kenya, april 1 982; 54 Kittlitz's Sand Plover in 
juvenile plumage showing plain plumage and good breast patches, Kenya, august 1983 (P B

Taylor).
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behaviour and flight
K ittlitz 's  often feeds on dry ground or at the w a te r's  edge but also wades in 
sha llow  w ater. It can run fast, and its gait is described as 'b icyc ling ' by 
Cramp & S im mons. It is often very approachable and w ill run ra ther than 
fly  w hen  disturbed. F light action is fast and free, ra ther like th a t of L ittle  
S tin t. The feet pro ject beyond the ta il- tip  in fligh t.

calls
1 A  hard c lunking  'tr ip ' or 'tr ie ' in fligh t; 2  a short dry 'd rrr ' in f lig h t or on the 
ground, varian ts being 't r r rp ' and 'trrrup '; and 3  w hen  feeding, 
occasionally gives a ra ther sw eet 'doo-ee ' or 'teu -ee ' or a sing le 'chup '. The 
author is not fa m ilia r w ith  the p la in tive  'p ip ip ' call g iven by Cramp & 
Simmons. Calling is fa ir ly  frequen t in fligh t; on the  ground the  b irds usually 
call only w hen anxious.
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mystery photographs

Richard's Pipit Anthus novaesee/andiae, Knardijk, Flevoland, September 1 981 (C J Breek).

^  ^  The com bination of long legs and ta il, streaked breast, non-crested 
I  head and rather slender bill should suggest a p ip it Anthus. It looks 

large, dark and pot-bellied, and has a p rom inent superc ilium , a bold 
tr iangu la r m alar stripe, and strong breast streaking w h ich  in to ta l po int 
s tra igh t to R ichard 's Pipit A novaesee/andiae. This one, not in the  usual 
long grass hab itat favoured by the species, was photographed by Kees 
Breek on the Knardijk, Flevoland, on 29 September 1981. But not all 
R ichard's are so s tra igh tfo rw ard . Some can look decidedly pale like a 
Tawny Pi p it >4 cam pestris  and have breast streaking much reduced or even 
lacking. And some juven ile  Tawny Pipits, especia lly in late autum n, can 
look confusing ly dark, like a R ichard's! Such ind iv idua ls need to be 
care fu lly  checked, and the fo llow ing  d ifferences should prove usefu l, given 
close views. The flanks of R ichard's are usually washed w ith  w arm  buff or
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55  Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae, Israël, november 1983 (Lasse J Laine). 56  
Tawny Pipit A campestris in juvenile plumage, De Maasvlakte, Zuidholland, september 1 981

(René Pop).
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pale rufous w hereas Tawny has pale creamy flanks. The m alar streak on 
R ichard 's is usua lly strong and obvious w hereas it is typ ica lly  th in  and 
often ind is tinc t on Tawny. On R ichard's, the lores, most of the  ear-coverts, 
and a broad area around the  eye are pale, g iving a bare-faced expression 
recalling tha t of Skylark Alauda arvensis: on Tawny the  ear-coverts are 
ra ther so lid ly dark, and there  is a th in  pale eyering, and a dark line  from  eye 
to bill across the lores, giving a very d iffe ren t facia l expression. O ther 
d is tinctions may be d ifficu lt to assess such as the  s touter bill of R ichard's, 
the longer and s tra igh te r hind claw, and its w h ite  (ra ther than  o ff-w h ite  or 
buff) outer rectrices. Both R ichard's and Taw ny can give ra ther s im ila r 
half-hearted  ch irpy calls w hen feeding or making short flig h ts  but 
ind iv idua ls w h ich  are d ifficu lt to d is tingu ish  on plum age features, w ill 
hopefu lly give the classic fu ll f lig h t calls w h ich  are d iagnostic once they 
have been learned: a loud th roa ty  'schreep' in the case of R ichard's, and a 
ch irpy 'teeuk ' in the case of Tawny.

Peter J  Grant, 14 H ea th fie ld  Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 8QD, UK

mededelingen

Voorkomen van Grauwe en Rosse Franjepoot in Nederland in 1 9 7 0 -
81 Om een beter inzich t te krijgen in het voorkom en van de Grauwe 
Franjepoot Phalaropus lobatus  en Rosse Franjepoot P fuHcarius  in 
Nederland, zijn er in D utch  B irding, H et Vogeljaar en Limosa  oproepen 
geplaatst w aarin  men verzocht w erd  alle w aarnem ingen en vondsten 
gedurende 1970-81 naar m ij op te sturen. Er werden in totaal 183 gevallen 
ontvangen w aarvan 106 (58%) betrekking hadden op de G rauw e en 77 
(42%) op de Rosse. D it is w aa rsch ijn lijk  een representa tie f deel van de in de 
betrokken periode vastgestelde gevallen.
De herkenning van een fran jepoot in basiskleed (=  w in te rk leed) kan grote 
problemen opleveren. Zo bleek er een aantal najaarsgevallen van de 
G rauw e n iet op deze soort m aar op de Rosse betrekking te hebben.
Het aantal gevallen van de Grauwe Franjepoot lag elk jaar ongeveer op het 
zelfde niveau. Dit varieerde van v ijf to t 1 2. Een u itzonderlijk  goed jaa r w as 
1981 toen er 17 gevallen vastgesteld werden. De Rosse Franjepoot 
daarentegen bleek goede jaren zoals 1972, 1979 en 1981 met 
respectievelijk  19, 17 en 16 gevallen af te w isselen  met slechte ja ren  met 
slechts tw ee of drie gevallen.
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57 Grauwe Franjepoot Phalaropus lobatus in juveniel kleed, Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, 
oktober 1983 (Jan van Laar). 58 Grauwe Franjepoot in juveniel kleed, Lelystad, Flevoland, 

augustus 1983 (Karei A Mauer).
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59 Rosse Franjepoot Phalaropus fulicarius in eerste basiskleed (= eerste winterkleed), 
IJmuiden, Noordholland, november 1983 (ArnoudB van den Berg). 60 Rosse Franjepoot in 
eerste basiskleed, De Putten bij Camperduin, Noordholland, november 1982 (Rinie van

Meurs).
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histogram 1 Seizoenpatroon van Grauwe Franjepoot Phalaropus lobatus  in Nederland in
1970-81.

histogram 2 Seizoenpatroon van Rosse Franjepoot Phalaropus fu lica rius  in Nederland in
1970-81.

61 Grauwe Franjepoot Phalaropus lobatus  in juveniel kleed, Lelystad, Flevoland, augustus
1983 (Karei A Mauer).
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mededelingen

A lle  gevallen van de G rauw e Franjepoot w aren  gedurende m ei-oktober 
(met een duide lijke  piek in de tweede decade van augustus). Vooral in het 
Lauwersm eer Gr en in de Oostvaardersplassen Fl kwam en nogal eens 
w aarnem ingen van m eerdere ind iv iduen voor. Zo w erden in het 
Lauwersm eer in augustus 1977-79 respectievelijk  13, 16 en 10 
exem plaren waargenom en. De meeste gevallen van de Rosse Franjepoot 
w aren gedurende oktober-januari (met een du ide lijke  piek in de derde 
decade van december). Er w aren bovendien gevallen in feb rua ri en ju li. De 
meeste gevallen hadden betrekking op so lita ire  vogels. Het grootste  aantal 
(zeven) w erd  in oktober 1972 te IJm uiden Nh waargenom en.
S lechts zeven procent van de gevallen van de G rauw e Franjepoot w erd  op 
zout w a te r vastgesteld. D it percentage was 87% bij de Rosse Franjepoot. 
De meeste G rauw e w erden waargenom en in en rond het U sselm eer, in 
het Lauwersm eer en op de W addeneilanden. De meeste Rosse (94%) 
w erden vastgesteld langs de Noordzee- en W addenzeekust; de he lft langs 
en tussen de pieren van IJm uiden.
A lle  voor deze m ededeling gebru ikte gevallen heb ik te r beschikking 
gesteld van Heinrich  Schiem ann (K irchstrasse 15, 7988 W angen im 
A llgäu 4, Neuravensburg, BRD). Deze verzamelt zoveel m ogelijk gegevens 
over het voorkom en van fran jepoten  (met inbegrip van de Grote Franjepoot 
P trico lor) in Europa en h ij ontvangt graag n ieuw e gevallen. Tevens zijn alle 
gevallen opgenomen in het a rch ie f van de Commissie Dwaalgasten 
Nederlandse Avifauna.
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summary
Occurrence of Red-necked and Grey Phalarope in N etherlands in 1970-81 After appeals for 
records of Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus and Grey Phalarope P fulicarius in the 
Netherlands during 1970-81 in Dutch Birding, Het Vogeljaar and Limosa, the author received 
106 (58%) records of the former species and 77 (42%) of the latter. The record numbers of 
Red-necked each year varied from five to 12; 1981 was an exceptionally good year with 1 7 
records. The record numbers of Grey each year fluctuated much more, from two or three to 
19, 17 and 16 in 1972, 1979 and 1981, respectively. All records of Red-necked were during 
may-october (with a distinct peak in the second decade of august). Most records of Grey were 
during october-january (with a distinct peak in the third decade of december). Only seven 
percent of the Red-necked records was on salt water; this percentage was 87% in Grey.

A rn ou d  B van den Berg, D u in lustparkw eg 98, 2082  EG Santpoort-Zu id
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Visdief te IJm uiden in februari 1 9 8 3  Op 3 februari 1 983 ontdekte Hans 
van der M eulen een V isd ie f Sterna h irundo  in d e fin it ie f w isselk leed (=  
volwassen zomerkleed) in de Hoogovenhaven te I Jm uiden  Nh. Tot en m et 6 
februari w erd  de vogel h ier w aargenom en; op 5 februari slaagde Erik 
Maassen er in om hem te fo tograferen. Het bleek later dat de stern reeds op 
1 februari w as waargenom en door Bert Kaspers; de vogel bevond zich toen 
in de Haringhaven (Eugène van der Burg pers m ed ). De V isd ie f is dus in 
ieder geval van 1 to t en met 6 februari in het havengebied van IJm uiden 
aanwezig geweest.
Dit w as het eerste fo togra fisch  gedocum enteerde w in te rgeva l van de 
V isd ie f voor Nederland. De A vifauna  van N ederland  1970 verm eld t als 
vroegste datum s 1 6 m aart 1 951 en 1968 en als laatste 25 december 1967. 
Voor een bespreking van het w in te rvoorkom en van de soort in Groot- 
B rittann ië  en Ierland, zij verwezen naar Hudson 1973.

summary
Common Tern at IJmuiden in february 1983 From 1 until 6 february 1983 a Common Tern 
Sterna h irundo  in definitive alternate (= adult summer) plumage was observed and 
photographed at IJmuiden, Noordholland. This was the first photographically documented 
winter record of the species for the Netherlands.

verwijzingen
de Commissie voor de Nederlandse A vifauna 1970 Avifauna van Nederland. Tweede druk. 

Leiden.
Hudson, R 1973 Eariy and late dates fo r sum m er migrants. Tring.

Erik J  Maassen, Kanaa lstraat 234, 1975 BK IJm uiden  
Hans van der M eulen, K loosterstraa t 76, 2021 VP H aarlem

62 Visdief Sterna h irundo  in definitief wisselkleed (= volwassen zomerkleed), IJmuiden, 
Noordholland, februari 1983 (Erik J  Maassen).
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Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse in Israel and Sinai During spring visits to 
Israel and Sinai in 1979-80, 1 was able to study Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse 
Pterocles lichtensteinii. As I ittle is known about this desert bird, it seems 
worthwhile to publish the following observations. 

63 Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii; female, Israel, march 1979 (Joop 

Swaab). 

In march 1979, at Elat, Israel, a drinking place of Lichtenstein's 
Sandgrouse was visited several times. The birds could be studied at close 
quarters from a car. They arrived shortly after nightfall, in small partjes of 
up to three birds, mostly in pairs or singly. Normally, the first sandgrouse 
arrived at 18:15 when it was almost dark. Each bird was drinking for about 
five minutes after which it disappeared. No collecting of water in the belly-
feathers was observed. During their stay at the drinking place, a puddle 
created by a leaking water conduit at a water-tower, the birds were very 
silent. Only a few times a disyllabic 'wit-tjouh' was heard. It resembled the 
call of male Wigeon Anas penelope but it was more marked; it was soft and 
only audible at close range. 
During march-april 1980, the Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse's drinking place 
at Elat was revisited but now without success [see postscript]. Just south 
of Elat, up to 10 birds were seen at some sprinklers. During a visit to 
southern Sinai, up to five sandgrouse were daily observed at a fresh-water 
pool close to a dump near Rás Umm Sid. Every evening the birds turned up 
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63 Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii, female, Israel, march 1979 /Joop
Swaab).

In march 1979, at Elat, Israel, a drink ing  place of L ich tenste in 's  
Sandgrouse w as vis ited several tim es. The birds could be studied at close 
quarte rs from  a car. They arrived shortly  after n ightfa ll, in sm all parties of 
up to th ree  birds, m ostly in pairs or singly. Normally, the firs t sandgrouse 
arrived at 18:15 w hen it was alm ost dark. Each bird was d rink ing  fo r about 
five m inutes a fter w h ich  it disappeared. No collecting of w a te r in the  belly- 
feathers was observed. During th e ir stay at the drink ing  place, a puddle 
created by a leaking w a te r conduit at a w a te r-tow er, the  birds w ere  very 
s ilen t. Only a fe w  tim es a disyllabic 'w it- t jo u h ' w as heard. It resem bled the 
call of male W igeon A nas penelope  but it was more marked; it w as soft and 
only audible at close range.
During m arch-april 1 980, the L ich tenste in 's  Sandgrouse 's d rink ing  place 
at Elat was revisited but now  w ith o u t success [see postscript]. Jus t south 
of Elat, up to 10 birds w ere seen at some sprinklers. During a v is it to 
southern Sinai, u p to fiv e  sandgrouse w e re d a ily  observed at a fresh -w a te r 
pool close to a dump near Ras Umm Sid. Every evening the b irds tu rned  up
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w hen it w as a lm ost dark. They showed the  same behaviour at the  drinking 
place as the Elat sandgrouse.

Klaus M a ilin g  Olsen. H arsdorffsve j 7/4-3, 1874 Kobenhavn V, Denm ark

mededelingen

Arnoud B van den Berg in litt has commented as follows: 'On 29-30 march and 1 april 1977 I 
observed Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse at the same drinking place at Elat. The birds arrived at 
18:1 5, exactly one hour after the sun had disappeared behind the mountain ridge to the west. 
On 29 march 30 sandgrouse were counted while on 30 march only eight birds landed, 
probably due to human disturbance. On 1 april only four sandgrouse arrived at 1 8:20 of which 
the last one left at 18:35. Because of the darkness, it was hard to get good views of the 
drinking birds but the males could still be recognized by the breast markings and the white on 
the head. Despite engine noise at the drinking place, I was able to make sound recordings of 
two different flight calls: 7 a soft whistling 'tu-leep', the second syllable being two semibreves 
higher and more sustained than the first one (probably the same call as described by KMO); 
and 2 a lower-pitched subdued and fast 'charcharchar', only uttered when the birds flew 
together.
In the spring of 1 978 Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse were infrequently seen at the drinking place. 
Arend Wassink pers comm did not see any on four evenings between 29 march and 8 april. 
During march-april 1980 Hans ter Haar and Jan van der Laan pers comm visited the drinking 
place six times of which four were successful. HtH counted five individuals on 31 march, eight 
on 1 april and two on 18 april. JvdL saw six landing birds on 3 april which, however, did not 
drink. On 23 and 27 march 1982 two pairs and two males, respectively, were observed (Hans 
Westdorp pers comm). In april 1983 up to 13 individuals were recorded (KMO in litt). JvdL 
pointed out that human disturbance could be the main reason for the frequent absence of 
sandgrouse at the Elat drinking place.
During march-april 1 978-80, up to 30 Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse were daily seen near the 
Field School, just south of Elat, and at Bir Taba, Sinai (Pieter Bison pers comm, HtH, AW)'. 
Editors.

Citroenkw ikstaart in Oostenrijk in april 1 9 8 3  Op 26 april 1983 
ontdekten Kees Breek en Dick Visser op een nog gedee lte lijk  onder w ater 
staande akker in de Hansag in O ostenrijk  een m annetje  C itroenkw ikstaart 
M otac illa  citreola. Hij bevond zich tussen Gele M  flava  en W itte  
Kw ikstaarten M  alba. Het gelukte enkele d ia 's van de vogel te maken. De 
onderstaande beschrijv ing is w a t betreft grootte  en bouw, verenkleed en 
naakte delen v rijw e l geheel gebaseerd op de gemaakte dia's.

grootte & bouw Zwaarder gebouwd dan 
Grote Gele Kwikstaart M cinerea', groter 
lijkend dan Witte Kwikstaart. Poten langer 
dan die van Gele en Witte Kwikstaart. 
verenkleed Kop heldergeel; boven ogen 
beginnende en breder wordende streep op 
zijkruin en -nek donkerbruin; teugel donker 
en rest van oogstreep iets donkerder dan 
wangen; wangen geelgrijs en oorvlek 
donker bruingrijs; 'nekband' op grens van 
achterneken mantel zwartgrijs. Bovendelen 
egaalgrijs. Onderdelen fletsgeel, flanken 
grijzig; onderstaartdekveren wit. Vleugels

zwart met witte zomen aan dekveren en 
slagpennen, toppen van middelste en grote 
dekveren twee brede witte vleugelstrepen 
vormend. Staart zwart met witte buitenste 
pennen.
naakte delen Snavel zwart. Poten groen- 
donkerbruin, niet zwart. 
geluid Ongeveer als van Grote Gele Kwik
staart maar korter; scherp hoog 'triet-triet' 
veelvuldig herhaald, niet aaneengeregen. 
gedrag Solitair. Veel en druk 'kwikstaar- 
tend'.
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64 Citroenkwikstaart Motaci/la citreola, mannetje in wisselkleed (— zomerkleed), Oostenrijk,
april 1 983 (C J Breek).

Op grond van de heldergele kop, zw artgrijze  nekband en egaalgrijze 
bovendelen m ocht w orden aangenomen dat de C itroenkw ikstaart een 
m annetje  in w isselk leed (=  zomerkleed) w as (cf Hollom 1980). De 
donkerbru ine streep op z ijkru in  en -nek, donkerder oogstreep, geelgrijze 
w angen en donker b ru ing rijze  oorvlek wezen erop dat de vogel nog niet 
geheel w as 'u itgek leu rd ’ . De zw artgrijze  nekband en grijzige flanken 
w aren typerend voor een m annetje  van de ondersoort M  c c itreo la  (cf Cox & 
Inskipp 1 978).
Het w as w aa rsch ijn lijk  het derde geval van de C itroenkw ikstaart voor 
O ostenrijk. Het eerste was op 12 april 1 963 bij de Bodensee en het tweede 
op 1 mei 1980 bij Fohnsdorf (Anonym us 1981, Jacoby 1964). A lle  drie 
gevallen w aren  dus in het voorjaar en hadden betrekking op een m annetje. 
Verder is de soort vastgesteld in de BRD, Finland, G riekenland, G root- 
B rittann ië , Noorwegen, Polen, Zweden en Zw itserland (Cox & Inskipp 
1 978, Inskipp 1 979, Ree 1 974). Er zijn bovendien ook tw ee  broedgevallen 
vastgesteld en w el in G roo t-B rittann ie  1976 en Zweden 1977. W ilson  
1979 suggereerde dat deze gevallen verband hie lden met de u itbre id ing  
van het broedgebied in de USSR. Men kan zich echter afvragen of deze 
suggestie w e l ju is t is. Het is nam elijk alleen de ondersoort M  c w erae  die 
zijn gebied u itb re id t en n iet de ondersoort M  c c itreo la  (cf 
verspre id ingskaarten in Cox & Inskipp en W ilson). En M c  w erae  is, voor 
zover bekend, nog nooit in w este lijk  Europa vastgesteld. A lle  to t dusver op 
ondersoort gebrachte vogels behoorden to t M  c citreola. M anne tjes M  c 
werea  in w isselk leed hebben lichterge le  onderdelen dan een m annetje  M  
c citreola-, zij hebben bovendien w e in ig  of geen g rijs  op de flanken en 
slechts zelden een donkere nekband (Cox & Inskipp). O verigens heeft 90%
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van de in westelijk Europa vastgestelde gevallen betrekking op eerste 
kalenderjaar vogels (Svensson 1 977). Het is de vraag of deze vogels wel op 
ondersoort te brengen zijn (voor een uitvoerige bespreking van hun 
herkenning, zij verwezen naar Svensson). Voor meer informatie over het 
voorkomen van de Citroenkwikstaart in westelijk Europa, zij vooral 
verwezen naar Cox & Inskipp en Ree. 
Hierbij dank ik Karel Mauer en Gerald Oreel voor hun hulp bij het schrijven 
van deze mededeling. 

su mm a ry 
CITRINE WAGTAIL IN AUSTRIA IN APRIL 1983 On 26 april 1983 a male Citrine Wagtail Motacilla 
citreola was observed and photographed in the Hanság in Austria. The bird was in alternate 

summer) plumage and belonged to the subspecies M c citreola. This probably was the third 
record for Austria. The first was on 12 april 1963 and the second on 1 may 1980; all three 
records concerned males. The species' occurrence in western Europe is briefly discussed. 
The author criticizes Wilson's 1979 suggestion that the breeding records in Great Britain 
1976 and Sweden 1977 were linked with the species' range expansion in the USSR. He 
points out that only the subspecies M c werae is expanding its range and not the subspecies M 
c citreola. And M c werae has, as far as known, not yet been recorded in western Europe. All 
subspecifically identified birds so far belonged to M c citreola. 

verwijzingen 
ANONYMUS 1981 European news. Br Birds 74: 260-263. 
Cox, S & INSKIPP, T 1978 Male Citrine Wagtail feeding young wagtails in Essex. Br Birds 71: 

209-213. 
HOLLOM, P A D 1980 The popular handbook of rarer British birds. Tweede druk. London. 
INSKIPP, T 1979 Recent west Palearctic records of Citrine Wagtail. Br Birds 72: 44. 
JACOBY, H 1964 Eine Zitronenstelze (Motacilla citreola) am Bodensee. J Orn 105: 90-91. 
REE, V 1974 Nye funn av Sibirpiplerke Anthus hodgsoni og Sitronerle Motacilla citreola i 

Norge. Sterna 13: 257-268. 
SVENSSON, L 1977 Problemet att skilja ung Citronárla Motacilla citreola frán andra árlearter. 

Vár Fagelvarld 36: 48-52. 
WILSON, M 1979 Furhter range expansion by Citrine Wagtail. Br Birds 72: 42-43. 

C J (Kees) Breek, Karveel 58-66, 8242 WC Lelystad 

aankondigingen 
Bliki The new bulletin Bliki publishes material on the birds in Iceland. The papers are in 
Icelandic but have English summaries. This is the first time an attempt is made to produce a 
bulletin on Icelandic birds. Blikiwill be published at irregular intervals but at least once a year. 
Each issue is priced separately upon publication. Those willing to receive the bulletin will be 
put on the mailing list. The first issue of Bliki was published in may 1983 and costs (postage 
included): Dkr 45, DM 12.60, f 15,60, FrF 38, Nkr 36, Skr 38, UK £ 3.15 or US 4.90. The 
amount is payable by cheque upon receipt of invoice. All inquiries (including potential 
contributions) should be submitted to the chairman of the editorial board of Bliki, Aevar 
Petersen (Museum of Natural History, PO Box 5320, 125 Reykjavik, Iceland). 
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van de in w es te lijk  Europa vastgestelde gevallen betrekking op eerste 
ka lenderjaar vogels (Svensson 1977). Het is de vraag of deze vogels w el op 
ondersoort te brengen zijn (voor een u itvoerige bespreking van hun 
herkenning, zij verwezen naar Svensson). Voor meer in fo rm atie  over het 
voorkom en van de C itroenkw ikstaart in w es te lijk  Europa, zij vooral 
verwezen naar Cox & Inskipp en Ree.
H ierbij dank ik Karei M auer en Gerald Oreel voor hun hulp bij het schrijven 
van deze m ededeling.

sum mary
Citrine W agtail in A ustria in april 1983 On 26 april 1983 a male Citrine Wagtail MotaciHa 
citreola  was observed and photographed in the Hansag in Austria. The bird was in alternate 
(= summer) plumage and belonged to thesubspecies/Wcc/freo/a. This probably was the third 
record for Austria. The first was on 1 2 april 1 963 and the second on 1 may 1 980; all three 
records concerned males. The species' occurrence in western Europe is briefly discussed. 
The author criticizes Wilson's 1979 suggestion that the breeding records in Great Britain 
1976 and Sweden 1977 were linked with the species' range expansion in the USSR. He 
points out that only the subspecies M e  werae is expanding its range and not the subspecies M  
c citreola. And M  c werae has, as far as known, not yet been recorded in western Europe. All 
subspecifically identified birds so far belonged to M e  citreola.

verwijzingen
A nonymus 1981 European news. Br Birds 74: 260-263.
Cox, S & Inskipp, T 1 978 Male Citrine Wagtail feeding young wagtails in Essex. Br Birds 71: 

209-213.
Hollom, P A D  1980 The popular handbook o f rarer B ritish  birds. Tweede druk. London. 
Inskipp, T 1979 Recent west Palearctic records of Citrine Wagtail. Br Birds 72: 44.
J acoby, H 1964 Eine Zitronenstelze (MotaciHa citreola) am Bodensee. J Orn 105: 90-91. 
Ree, V 1974 Nye funn av Sibirpiplerke A nthus hodgsoni og Sitronerle MotaciHa citreola  i 

Norge. Sterna  13: 257-268.
Svensson, L 1 977 Problemet att skilja ung Citronarla MotaciHa citreola  fran andra arlearter. 

Var Fagelvarld  36: 48-52.
W ilson, M 1979 Furhter range expansion by Citrine Wagtail. Br B irds  72: 42-43.

Bliki The new bulletin B lik i publishes material on the birds in Iceland. The papers are in 
Icelandic but have English summaries. This is the first time an attempt is made to produce a 
bulletin on Icelandic birds. Blik iw iU  be published at irregular intervals but at least once a year. 
Each issue is priced separately upon publication. Those willing to receive the bulletin will be 
put on the mailing list. The first issue of B lik i was published in may 1 983 and costs (postage 
included): Dkr 45, DM 1 2 60, f 15,60,FrF 38, Nkr 36, Skr 38,UK£ 3.15orUS$ 4.90. The 
amount is payable by cheque upon receipt of invoice. All inquiries (including potential 
contributions) should be submitted to the chairman of the editorial board of Bliki. Aevar 
Petersen (Museum of Natural History, PO Box 5320, 125 Reykjavik, Iceland).

C J  (Kees) Breek, Karvee / 58-66, 8242  WC Lelystad
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aankondigingen

25%  korting op abonnementsprijs van British Birds Abonnees op Dutch B ird ing  krijgen 
een korting van niet minder dan 25% op de abonnementsprijs van B ritish  B irds! Dit betekent 
dat de abonnementsprijs van British  Birds voor abonnees op Dutch B ird ing  nu UK $ 15 
bedraagt. De korting komt overeen met een bedrag van ongeveer f 22 (80% van de 
abonnementsprijs van Dutch Bird ing  in de Benelux). Hopelijk zullen veel vogelaars van deze 
uiterst gunstige regeling gebruik gaan maken. British B irds  verschijnt maandelijks en voor 
abonnementen dient men zich te wenden tot Mrs Erika Sharrock (Fountains, Park Lane, 
Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ, UK).

Nederlandse vogels 5 Bij de Nederlandse Vereniging tot Bescherming van Vogels te Zeist U 
verscheen onlangs deel 5 in de serie geluidscassettes met opnamen van Nederlandse vogels. 
Op dit deel zijn 34 soorten te beluisteren. Hieronder zijn een aantal zeldzame en schaarse 
vogels zoals Waterspreeuw Cinclus cinclus. Noordse Nachtegaal Luscmia luscinia, Cetti's 
Zanger Cettia cetti, Waaierstaartrietzanger Cisticola juncid is, Krekelzanger Locustella  
fluviatilis, Orpheusspotvogel Hippolais polyglotta, Bladkoninkje Phylloscopus inornatus, 
Bergfluiter P bonelli, Iberische Tjiftjaf P collybita ibericus. Kleine Vliegenvanger Ficedula 
parva. Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsittacus  en Roodmus Carpodacus erythrinus. Op één 
opname van de Orpheusspotvogel na werden alle opnamen in Nederland gemaakt. In een 
begeleidend tekstboekje worden details gegeven omtrent plaats en datum waar de opnamen 
gemaakt werden. Deze geluidscassette kan besteld worden door overmaking van f 18,50 
(leden van Vogelbescherming) of f 21 (niet-leden) op postgirorekening 1 88 25 23 ten name 
van Vogelbescherming (Driebergseweg 16C, 3708 JB Zeist) onder vermelding van 
'Nederlandse vogels deel 5'.

Wielewaal Het maandblad W ielewaal is het voornaamste en tevens oudste Vlaamse 
tijdschrift voor vogel- en natuurstudie. Het wordt uitgegeven door de Koninklijke Vereniging 
voor Vogel- en Natuurstudie 'De Wielewaal'. Dit rijk geïllustreerde blad begint in januari 1 984 
aan zijn 50ste jaargang en telt meer dan 6000 abonnees. Het brengt ornithologische en 
andere bijdragen welke betrekking hebben op het Westpalearctische Gebied. De artikels zijn 
in het Nederlands en hebben een Engelse samenvatting. De abonnementsprijs bedraagt 
BF 500 (Nederland). Dit bedrag dient te worden overgemaakt op postgirorekening 000- 
0319785-73 ten name van De Wielewaal (Graatakker 11, 2300 Turnhout, België).

Vogel reis naar Canarische Eilanden, Selvagens en Madeira in 1 98 4  Van 1 8 februari tot 4 
maart 1984 wordt er een reis georganiseerd naar de Canarische Eilanden, Selvagens en 
Madeira. Deze reis wordt gemaakt met de stalen zeillogger de Sirius, een tweemaster van 40 
m lengte en zeven meter breedte, voorzien van zeer moderne apparatuur en comfortabele 
accomodatie voor 16 passagiers. Deze reis is voor vogelaars zeer interessant. Op de 
Canarische Eilanden en Madeira leven verschillende endemische vogelsoorten terwijl zich 
op de Selvagens grote zeevogelkolonies bevinden. Hier broeden Bulwers Stormvogel 
B ulw eria  bulw erii, Kuhls Pijlstormvogel Calonectris diomedea. Kleine Pijlstormvogel 
P uffinus assim ilis. Bont Stormvogeltje Pelagodroma m arina  en Madeirastormvogeltje 
Oceanodroma castro. Voor deze reis geldt een aantrekkelijke korting voor SDBA- 
begunstigers. De reissom zal c f 2350 bedragen, inclusief maaltijden, vliegtickets 
enzovoorts. Bij grote belangstelling zal van 6 tot 18 maart 1984 een tweede reis 
georganiseerd worden die van Madeira via de Selvagens naar Agadir in Marokko zal voeren. 
Voor inlichtingen en boekingen: Sirius, Postbus 16 682, 1001 RD Amsterdam, 020-2501 39.
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recente meldingen
Dit overzicht van recente meldingen van 
zeldzame en interessante vogels in Neder
land en Vlaanderen beslaat hoofdzakelijk de 
maanden april, mei en juni 1983. De 
vermelde waarnemingen en gevallen zijn 
grotendeels niet geverifieerd en het over-

duikers tot ibissen Op 29 april werd er bij de 
Hondsbosse Zeewering Nh een IJsduiker 
Gavia im m er waargenomen. In april verbleef 
er een Kuifaalscholver Phalacrocorax aris- 
to te lis  op De Maasvlakte ZH; op 23 juni werd 
er een gezien bij de Hondsbosse. Een Kwak 
Nycticorax nycticorax  werd op 23 april en 23 
mei in Zuidelijk Flevoland waargenomen. 
Bovendien broedde er een paartje in de 
Botshol U. Van 20 tot 24 juni zat er een 
Ralreiger Ardeola rallo ides  bij Driel Gld. De 
Koereiger Bubulcus ibis  van Oene Gld was 
de gehele periode aanwezig; die van 
Marken-Binnen Nh was op 5 mei weer 
terug. In mei en juni werden er in diverse 
provincies Kleine Zilverreigers Egretta 
garzetta  waargenomen: Antwerpen (Lier, 
Mechelen), Flevoland, Friesland (Oldelamer,

zicht is niet volledig. De Nederlandse en 
wetenschappelijke namen èn hun volgorde 
komen overeen met de 'Naamlijst van in 
België en Nederland waargenomen of 
vastgestelde vogelsoorten en hun onder
soorten' (W ie lewaal 47: 363-376, 1981).

Piaam, Schiermonnikoog, Terschelling), 
Groningen (Lauwersmeer) en Noordholland 
(Naarden). Er verbleven Grote Zilverreigers 
E alba bij Makkum Fr (twee) en in Zuidelijk 
Flevoland (drie). In april werden er 100-en 
Ooievaars Ciconia ciconia  gezien. Deze 
opmerkelijke influx resulteerde in de vesti
ging van twee nieuwe wilde paartjes: één te 
Voorst Gld en één te Wijk bij Duurstede U. Er 
werden op diverse plaatsen Zwarte Ooie
vaars C nigra  waargenomen: Amsterdam Nh 
(26 april, 14 mei), Flevoland (twee op 9 mei), 
Polder de Rondehoep Nh (24 april) en Texel 
(15 mei). Van half mei tot half juni werden er 
geregeld twee Zwarte Ibissen Plegadis 
fa lc ine llus  gezien in Zuidelijk Flevoland. Op 
18 juni vlogen er twee over Amsterdam- 
Zuid.

65 Grote Grijze Snip Lim nodrom us scolopaceus. waarschijnlijk vrouwtje in definitief 
wisselkleed (= volwassen zomerkleed), Holwerd, Friesland, mei 1983 (Klaas Koopman &

Eddy W ij menga).
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66 Krekelzanger Locustella ftuviatihs, mannetje, Midwolda, Groningen, juni 1983 (ArnoudB
van den Berg).
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67 Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantMans, mannetje in wisselkleed (= zomerkleed), De Maasvlakte, 
Zuidholland, mei 1983 (René Pop).

EENDEN tot valken Een Canadese Gans 
Branta canadensis met kenmerken van de 
ondersoort B c m in im a  werd op 3 april op 
Goeree Zh waargenomen. De Bronskop- 
eend Anas falcata  van Makkum werd tot half 
april gezien. Een paartje Witoogeenden 
Aythya nyroca broedde in de Engbertsdijk- 
venen 0. Verder werden er mannetjes 
waargenomen te Lier van 9 april tot 10 mei 
en te Wilnis U gedurende mei. Er werden in 
mei en juni op diverse plaatsen Roodpoot- 
valken Falco vespertinus  gemeld: onder 
andere te Almere Fl, Castricum Nh, Gronin
gen Gr, Langbroek U, Santpoort Nh en Ter 
Apel Gr.

rallen tot sterns Kleinst Waterhoenders
Porzana pusilla  zouden roepend zijn waar
genomen in de Mariapeel Nb in begin juni 
(drie) en bij Wageningen Gld van 17 tot 23 
juni. In de loop van mei werden er 
Steltkluten Him antopus him antopus  ge
meld: onder andere te Antwerpen A, in 
Flevoland en in de Ooypolder Gld. Er broedde 
een paartje op de Slikken van Flakkee Zh. Er 
werden maar weinig Morinelplevieren 
Charadrius m orine llus  gezien: bij Oosterbie- 
rum Fr van 24 april tot 10 mei (zes tot 1 1), in 
Zuidelijk Flevoland op 1 mei (vijf), op Texel op 
12 mei (twee) en op 1 -2 juni (vrouwtje) en bij

Langbroek op 26 mei (vier). Grielen Burh i- 
nus oedicnemus werden opgemerkt bij 
Katwijk aan Zee Zh op 30 april en in Zuidelijk 
Flevoland op 23 mei. Van 9 mei tot 
tenminste 10 juni verbleef er één te Oud- 
Turnhout A. Een Steppekievit Chettusia  
gregaria  in wisselkleed (= zomerkleed) was 
op 18-19 april aanwezig bij Veghel Nb. Op 
17 mei werd in Zuidelijk Flevoland een 
strandloper Calidris waargenomen die vol
gens de waarnemers de kenmerken van een 
Bairds Strandloper C b a ird ii had. Breed- 
bekstrandlopers Lim icola fa lc ine llus  ver
bleven op 14 mei op Texel, op 17 mei in 
Zuidelijk Flevoland en op 20-21 mei in de 
Lauwersmeer. De ringvangst van een 
vrouwtje Grote Grijze Snip Limnodromus  
scolopaceus bij Holwerd Fr op 18 mei was 
het eerste geval van deze soort voor 
Nederland. Op 1 april en 1 mei werd op De 
Maasvlakte een Poelruiter Tringa stagnatilis  
waargenomen: op 30 april zat er één langs 
een kanaal naar Noordpolderzijl Gr. Zwart- 
kopmeeuwen Larus melanocephalus  ver
bleven er te Budel Nb, De Maasvlakte, Doel 
Ovl, IJmuiden Nh, Kalmthout A en Schoorl 
Nh. Twee paartjes nestelden in de Oostvaar- 
dersplassen Fl. Een tweede kalenderjaar 
Kleine Burgemeester L glaucoides bleef tot 
22 april te IJmuiden; een derde kalenderjaar
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vogel was van 1 tot 14 mei aanwezig. Op 30 
april werd er een Kleine Burgemeester 
gezien bij de Hondsbosse. In mei verbleven 
er in Friesland (Harlingen, Kornwerderzand) 
twee Grote Burgemeesters L hyperboreus. 
Op 9 juni werden er niet minder dan 18 
Lachsterns Gelochelidon nilo tica  geteld op 
de Schorren achter de Polder Eendracht op 
Texel. Een Reuzenstem Sterna caspia werd 
op 1 mei te IJmuiden gezien. Evenals de 
zeven voorgaande jaren broedde er een 
Dougalls Stern S d o u ga lliigepaard met een 
Visdief S hirundo  in Het Zwin Wvl. 
Witwangsterns Chlidonias hybrida  pleister
den te Doel van 1 9 tot 22 april (twee), te 
Hoogkerk Gr van 4 tot 6 mei, in de Ooypolder 
op 6 mei en te Arnhem Gld op 7 mei. 
Witvleugelsterns C leucopterus  verschenen 
op 24 april in de Eemshaven Gr en op 30 
april boven de visvijvers bij Lelystad Fl.

koekoeken tot gorzen Op 1 en 1 3 mei werd er 
een Kuifkoekoek Clamator glandarius  
waargenomen op de Brouwersdam Zh en op 
1 5 juni één te SchoonrewoerdZh. Er werden

6 8  Kleine Vliegenvanger Ficedula parva, 
vrouwtje, De Maasvlakte, Zuidholland, juni 

1983 (Edward J  van Uzendoorn).

69  Roodkopklauwier Lanius senator, waarschijnlijk vrouwtje in eerste wisselkleed (— eerste 
zomerkleed), Knardijk, Flevoland, juni 1983 (Arnoud B van den Berg).
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70 Roodmus Carpodacus erythrinus, man
netje in definitief wisselkleed (=volwassen 
zomerkleed), Wijk aan Zee, Noordholland, 

juni 1983 (René Pop).

Bijeneters Merops apiaster gezien op Texel 
(18 juni), Vlieland (20 juni) en langs de 
Torenvalkweg Fl (28-30 juni). Op 24 april 
werd er een Grote Pieper A nthus novae- 
seelandiae  gemeld in de Eemshaven. 
Roodkeelpiepers A cervinus  werden waar
genomen bij Mechelen A en Onstwedde Gr 
op 30 april, in Zuidelijk Flevoland op 8 mei, in 
de Eemshaven op 1 2 en 14 mei (twee), bij 
Dudzele Wvl op 14 mei en weer in Zuidelijk 
Flevoland op 19 en 20 mei. Een Water- 
spreeuw Cinclus cinclus  was een onver
wachte verschijning in de Lauwersmeer op 
1 3 mei. Op Texel werden op 20 en 30 april 
Roodgesterde Blauwborsten Luscinia sve- 
cica svecica gezien. Er werd op 1 5 mei een 
Cetti's Zanger Cettia ce tti waargenomen te 
Averbode B. Waaierstaartrietzangers Cisti- 
cola junc id is  werden zingend vastgesteld te 
Sint-Andries Wvl op 22 april en bij de 
Kruispolderhaven Z op 30 juni. Een zingende 
Krekelzanger Locustella flu v ia tilis  lokte 
vanaf 4 juni veel waarnemers naar het 
landgoed Ennemaborg te Midwolda Gr. Er 
werden niet minder dan zeven Baardgras- 
mussen Sylvia cant/llans  vastgesteld: op 24 
april te Leuven B (mannetje), 25 april te 
Voerendaal NL (mannetje), 30 april op 
Kornwerderzand (vangst van vrouwtje), 7

mei op De Maasvlakte (mannetje), 12 mei in 
's-Gravenhage Zh (mannetje) en te Makkum 
(vangst van mannetje) en op 7 juni op De 
Maasvlakte (vrouwtje). Fliermee is het aantal 
gevallen voor Nederland op 12 gekomen 
waarvan 10 in het voorjaar. Erg interessant 
was de controle-vangst van de vogel van 
Makkum op 21 mei op Flelgoland, BRD. Op 
13 mei werd er een mannetje Kleine 
Zwartkop S melanocephala  waargenomen 
in de Eemshaven. Dit was het tweede geval 
voor Nederland en tevens het eerste 
voorjaarsgeval. FHet Bladkoninkje Phyllo- 
scopus inornatus  van het Delftse Flout bij 
Delft Zh werd op 9 april voor het laatst 
gezien. Zingende Bergfluiters P bonelli 
werden vastgesteld te Spaubeek NL van 30 
april tot 3 mei, in De Kennemerduinen Nh op 
1 5 mei en in Duin en Kruidberg Nh vanaf 1 7 
mei. Op 29 mei zat er een mannetje Kleine 
Vliegenvanger Ficeduta parva te zingen op 
de Duivelsberg bij Nijmegen Gld en op 7juni 
werd er een vrouwtje waargenomen op De 
Maasvlakte. Er zou een paartje Kleine 
Vliegenvangers hebben gebroed op het 
landgoed Elswout in de gemeente Bloemen- 
daal Nh; het zingende mannetje zou vanaf 
24 mei zijn waargenomen. Op 9 mei werd er 
een mannetje Withalsvliegenvanger F albi- 
collis  waargenomen te Harderwijk Gld. Er 
waren minstens zes gevallen van de 
Roodkopklauwier Lanius senator: op 6 mei 
te Egmond Nh, 14 mei op de Kalmthoutse 
Heide A, 22 tot 25 mei te Den Helder Nh, 31 
mei op De Maasvlakte, 5 juni langs de 
Knardijk Fl en op 8 juni te De Meern U. Op 
vier plaatsen in Friesland werd nestbouw 
van de Buidelmees R em ii pendulinus  
vastgesteld. Op 7 april werd er een gezien te 
Zwijndrecht A. Op 8 april vloog een 
mannetje Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsit- 
tacus zich dood tegen een ruit te Nunspeet 
Gld. De laatste exemplaren werden op 16 
april te Bakkum Nh gezien. Een waarschijn
lijk tweede kalenderjaar mannetje Rood
mus Carpodacus erythrinus  werd waarge
nomen op Vlieland op 22 en 28 mei. Bij Wijk 
aan Zee Nh verfraaide een zingend mannetje 
het duinlandschap vanaf 10 juni. Een 
mannetje Indigo-gors Passerina cyanea zat 
vanaf 16 juni te zingen langs de autosnel
weg in het Robbenoord in de Wieringermeer 
Nh.
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