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Ross’” Meeuw / Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea, eerste-winter, Vlissingen, Zeeland, 30
januari 2018 (Filip De Ruwe)

Sommige soorten hebben het allemaal: ze zien er goed uit, verblijven in moeilijk
bereikbare uithoeken van de aardbol en zijn daardoor (wereldwijd) ‘hard to get’ — en om
zo'n soort dan in Nederland te zien... Ross’ Meeuw is bij uitstek zo’n droomsoort: één van
de meest elegante en fijnzinnig getekende meeuwen en met een zeer kleine wereld-
populatie in lang onbekende en moeilijk toegankelijke Arctische broedgebieden in Noord-
Amerika en Rusland. Toen de Dutch Birding Association in 1979 werd opgericht was het
dan ook niet verrassend dat deze soort het logo werd. Omdat er in juni-juli 1958 een adult
exemplaar was gezien op Vlieland, Friesland (uiteindelijk dood gevonden en misschien
wel de eerste dwaalgast die echt getwitcht werd — met de brommer!), was duidelijk dat
een nieuwe waarneming denkbaar was. Weinig mensen uit de oprichtingsperiode zullen
de hoop hebben gekoesterd om deze soort ooit in Nederland te zien. Uiteindelijk bleek
dat mee te vallen: in januari 1981 ontsprong eentje bij de Hondsbossche Zeewering,
Noord-Holland, door gebrekkige communicatie nog de twitchersdans maar in november
1992 brak Dirk Moerbeek de ban met de ontdekking van een twitchbare bij lJmuiden,
Noord-Holland. Daarna ging het hard en verloor de soort zijn mythische status. Inmiddels
zijn er 18 gevallen, waarvan er vijf meerdere dagen aanwezig waren, en de meest recente
in Vlissingen, Zeeland, in januari-maart 2018 bleef zelfs twee maanden. Die laatste was
tevens de eerste twitchbare eerste-winter (alle andere waren ouder) en maakte de cirkel
van 40 jaar Dutch Birding rond: het logo uit 1997 gaf een eerste-winter weer maar
transformeerde vanaf de omslag van jaargang 3 (1981) in een adult.

Some species just have it all: they look good, occur in hard-to-reach corners of the globe
and are therefore (worldwide) hard to get. So, to see one of them in the Netherlands...
Ross’s Gull is such a dream species: one of the most elegant and delicately plumaged gulls
and with a very small world population in long unknown and difficult to access Arctic
breeding areas in North America and Russia. When the Dutch Birding Association was
founded in 1979, it was therefore not surprising that this species became the logo. Because
there was a record of an adult in June-July 1958 on Vlieland, Friesland (eventually found
dead and perhaps the first vagrant to be actively twitched — with the moped)!), it was clear
that a new record in the Netherlands was not inconceivable. However, only a few
‘founders’ may have hoped to actually see this species. In the end, this turned out to be
easier than expected. In January 1981, one at Hondsbossche Zeewering, Noord-Holland,
eluded twitchers because of poor communication but, in November 1992, Dirk Moerbeek
broke the spell with the discovery of a twitchable bird at [Jmuiden, Noord-Holland. Then it
went fast and the species lost its mythical status. Currently, there are 18 records, of which
five stayed for several days, and the most recent one at Vlissingen, Zeeland, in January-
March 2018 even for two months. The latter was also the first twitchable first-winter (all
others were older) and that closed the circle of 40 years Dutch Birding: the logo from
1979 showed a first-winter but transformed into an adult from the cover of volume 3
(1981) onwards.
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Rare birds in the Netherlands in 2017

Gerjon Gelling, Vincent van der Spek & CDNA

his is the 38th annual report on rare birds in

the Netherlands to be published in Dutch
Birding. It comprises records from 2017 as well as
belated and reconsidered records, dating back to
1939, which have been evaluated by the Dutch
rarities committee, the Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA). Several 2017 re-
ports are still under review or awaiting submission
and could therefore not be included. In addition,
some reports for 2016 and earlier years are still
under consideration for various reasons. The in-
crease in records entered online on internet por-
tals such as www.waarneming.nl reveals many
new details about past records. For the sake of
completeness, date extensions or corrections are
presented in this report (marked with #, without
full record details).

Details included for each record are, if avail-
able: date(s); location and/or municipality (munici-
pal divisions as on 1 January 2018); province;
number of birds if more than one, plumage and
sex; type of record if ringed, photographed, sound-
recorded, videoed or found dead (and where
specimen is stored, if known); names of up to three
observers involved in finding, identifying and re-
cording, and relevant references in the literature,
which normally include (inter)national but not re-
gional journals, and published photographs.
Records from 2016 lasting into 2017 that already
have been published in the 2016 report (Haas et al

[Dutch Birding 40: 357-380, 2018]

Bram RIKscn

2017) are repeated here without reference. Obser-
vations not (yet) submitted but mentioned in the
2016 report are not repeated in this report. The se-
quence of the records in the species accounts is
from the current year backwards, with records
within one year presented chronologically. Num-
bers after each (sub)species’ name refer to the total
number of individuals 7 from 1 January 1800 to 31
December 1979, 2 since 1 January 1980 but ex-
cluding 3 the current year. Taxa marked with an
asterisk * are new to the Dutch list.

The following CDNA members voted on some
or all of the records in this report: Garry Bakker,
Christian Brinkman, Thijs Fijen, Diederik Kok,
James Lidster, Eddy Nieuwstraten, Roy Slaterus,
Vincent van der Spek and Rik Winters. Marcel
Haas (until May 2017) and Gerjon Gelling (from
May 2017), with the assistance of August van Rijn,
supported the committee as non-voting archivists
and assisted by submitting many reports published
on national and regional websites. Reports can be
submitted, preferably using the electronic sub-
mission form on www.dutchavifauna.nl or filling
in this form after entering a record on www.
waarneming.nl; the online database on www.
dutchavifauna.nl contains all records of rare birds
up to 2017 (cf Dutch Birding 34: 346, 2012). Here,
also recently accepted records or not accepted re-
ports as well as reports currently under review are
listed.

357



Rare birds in the Netherlands in 2017

Decisions regarding taxonomy have been dele-
gated to the Dutch committee for avian systemat-
ics (Commissie Systematiek Nederlandse Avifauna;
CSNA).

In 2017, at least 378 species were recorded,
which is seven species above the average of 371
over the last 10 years, and the second-best year
after 2014 (388) (figure 1). This number may rise
depending on pending reports. 2017 was a reason-
ably good year. Three species were new to the
Dutch list in 2017: Pacific Swift Apus pacificus,
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster and Seebohm’s
Wheatear Oenanthe seebohmi. Also new to the
Dutch list was the reconsidered Elegant Tern Sterna
elegans from 2002. With these additions, the
Dutch list now numbers 521 species. Other high-
lights for 2017 included the second Eastern Impe-
rial Eagle Aquila heliaca, Brown Shrike Lanius
cristatus, Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus mela-
nopogon and Blue Rock Thrush Monticola soli-
tarius, third Western Black-eared Wheatear O his-
panica and Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis, and
sixth Forster’s Tern S forsteri. In addition, 2017 was
a good year for Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila poma-
rina and Eastern Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochru-
ros phoenicuroides (both with three records),
Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus,
Booted Eagle A pennata and Arctic Warbler Phyllo-
scopus borealis (all with four), White-rumped
Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis (five), Black-winged
Kite Elanus caeruleus (10) and Griffon Vulture
Gyps fulvus (four records totalling 94 individuals).

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

FIGURE 1 Number of species recorded in the Netherlands

per year in 2008-17 (average is 371) / aantal soorten

vastgesteld per jaar in Nederland in 2008-17 (gemid-
deld 371)
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Systematic list of records

Ross’s Goose / Ross’ Gans
Anser rossii 0,13,0

A series of reports from September 2017 onwards (and
into 2018) is still under review.

Greenland White-fronted Goose / Groenlandse Kolgans
Anser albifrons flavirostris 14,74,6

18 November to 28 December, Oeverlanden Grensmaas,
ltteren and Borgharen, Maastricht, Limburg, six, four
adults and two juveniles, photographed, videoed (R van
Tiel et al).

This nice flock is among the largest ever recorded, and
was exceptionally far inland. The only three larger flocks
were in 2002 (10 and nine, respectively) and 2004
(eight).

Ring-necked Duck / Ringsnaveleend

Aythya collaris 5,37,2

28 January, Boschmolenplas, Heel, Maasgouw, Limburg,
adult male, photographed (I Meeuwissen et al); 11 Feb-
ruary to 9 April, Appingedam-Oost, Appingedam,
Groningen, adult male, photographed, videoed (F de
Boer, S Osinga et al; Dutch Birding 39: 215, plate 293,
2017).

Lesser Scaup / Kleine Topper

Aythya affinis 0,18,1

21 February to 9 April, Zuiderhaven and Dijkwielen,
Den Oever, Hollands Kroon, Noord-Holland, adult male,
photographed, videoed (K de Vries, ] Hendriks et al;
Dutch Birding 39: 140, plate 219, 2017); 26 February,
Krabbersgat, Enkhuizen, Enkhuizen, Noord-Holland,
male, photographed (F C Lanfermeijer); 16-18 December,
Bremerbergdijk, Biddinghuizen, Dronten, Flevoland,
adult male, photographed (W Wind et al; Dutch Birding
40: 62, plate 70, 2018)

2015 # 2-26 January (was 3-26 January), Veluwemeer,
Biddinghuizen, Dronten, Flevoland, male.

Classic dates and localities for this now annual spe-
cies. The Den Oever and Biddinghuizen records concern
returning individuals. On 2 January 2015, a second bird,
already accepted, was also present at Biddinghuizen.

Bufflehead / Buffelkopeend

Bucephala albeola 0,7,0

5 November 2016 to 27 May, Gaatkensplas and sur-
roundings, Barendrecht, Zuid-Holland, and 29 May to 3
September, Spaarbekken Petrusplaat, Brabantse Bies-
bosch, Drimmelen, Noord-Brabant, and 20 September to
13 May 2018, Gaatkensplas and surroundings, adult
male, photographed, videoed (M Peene, G Duif, ] Dijk-
huizen et al); 24 December 2016 to 12 March and 13
October to 20 March 2018, Den Oever and lJsselmeer,
Hollands Kroon, Noord-Holland, adult male, photo-
graphed, videoed (P van Franeker et al).

2016 19 June to 9 July, Spaarbekken Petrusplaat, Bra-
bantse Biesbosch, Drimmelen, Noord-Brabant, male,
photographed (P Borgerding).

2015 # 11 October to 26 April 2016 (was 3 November to
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483 Baikal Teal / Siberische Taling Anas formosa, male, with Eurasian Wigeons / Smienten A penelope, Noordwijk,
Zuid-Holland, 14 February 2017 (René van Rossum)

26 April 2016), Gaatkensplas and surroundings, Baren-
drecht, Zuid-Holland, adult male; # 21-23 October (was
22-23 October), De Nek, Schellinkhout, Drechterland,
Noord-Holland, male.

2014 # 4 October to 28 December 2015 (was 4 October
to 26 April 2015), several locations near Den Oever,
Hollands Kroon, Noord-Holland, male.

Both records, one from Noord-Holland and one from
Noord-Brabant/Zuid-Holland, concern long-staying and
returning individuals, the latter already since November
2004! At first, the bird at Brabantse Biesbosch was not
accepted in 2016 since the absence of rings was not
proven. In 2017, the same bird was observed again and
better photographs not only proved it to be unringed but
also showed that this was most likely the same individual
as the one wintering at Barendrecht since 2004.

Hooded Merganser / Kokardezaagbek

Lophodytes cucullatus 0,2,1

12 November to 1 December, Noorderkolk, Zwarte
Water and Langenholte, Zwolle, Overijssel, adult male,
photographed, videoed (M Baljé et al).

Despite a series of sightings of certain or suspected es-
capes, this bird made it to the Dutch list, as it certainly did
not wear a ring and was fully winged. It was seen less than
10 km away from the second record in 2010 (a female), so
this is either a very attractive place for the species, or there
is a very sloppy wildfowl breeder in the area.

Baikal Teal / Siberische Taling

Anas formosa 8,4,1

4-10 and 15-18 February, Zwetterpolder, Noordwijker-
hout, Noordwijkerhout, and 12-15 February and 19
February to 5 April, Hoogewegpolder, Noordwijk,
Noordwijk, Zuid-Holland, first-winter male, photograph-
ed, videoed (M Wielstra, J Duivenvoorden et al; Dutch
Birding 39: 126, plate 188, 133, plate 205, 217, plate
298, 2017).

This popular immature male was unringed, fully
winged and wary, associated with a flock of Eurasian
Wigeons A penelope and left the area with them during
early spring. Not bad for a suspicious species like this
one!

Oriental Turtle Dove / Oosterse Tortel

Streptopelia orientalis 0,7,0

2012 20 October, Camping Stortemelk, Vlieland,
Friesland, first calendar-year, photographed (H Zeven-
huizen; Dutch Birding 38: 299, plate 468-469, 300, plate
470, 2012).

At the time, Oriental Turtle Dove was suspected but it
could only recently be identified with certainty based on
new criteria for immature birds (van Duivendijk 2016).
The subspecies could not be determined with certainty,
although Rufous Turtle Dove O s meena seemed likely.
Totals include birds accepted as Rufous Turtle (four).
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484 Pallid Swift / Vale Gierzwaluw Apus pallidus,
juvenile, Ruige Plak, Vlieland, Friesland,
20 October 2017 (Lars Buckx)

Alpine Swift / Alpengierzwaluw

Apus melba 7,58,1

30 April, Zwanenwater, Schagen, Noord-Holland () Hel-
mer).

* Pacific Swift / Siberische Gierzwaluw

Apus pacificus 0,0,1

12 June, Noordervroon, Westkapelle, Veere, Zeeland,
photographed (T Luiten; Luiten 2017; Dutch Birding 39:
223, plate 305-310, 224, plate 311, 277, plate 373,
2017).

This spectacular first was seen on a classic date for a
vagrant of this species in Europe. It was a well-deserved
find for an ever-active observer, who managed to take
some great photographs. Unfortunately, it moved on
within minutes, so even local birders arrived too late.

Pallid Swift / Vale Gierzwaluw

Apus pallidus 0,11,1

20 October, Oostpunt, Viieland, Friesland, first calendar-
year, photographed (M van den Bergh, A Dwarshuis et al;
Dutch Birding 39: 419, plate 600, 2017).

A typical date and place for this species, found after a
period with strong southerly winds. The accompanying
Common Swift A apus allowed the observers to directly
compare these two doppelgéngers. The island of Vlieland
now has three records, including the first two for the
country (in 2006 and 2013).
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Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen

Zapornia parva 36,32,0

2013 # 6 June to 17 July (was 6 June to 1 July), Easterskar
(Oosterschar), De Fryske Marren, Friesland, male.

2012 22 June to 6 July, Easterskar (Oosterschar), De
Fryske Marren, Friesland, male, sound-recorded (G Jelle-
ma).

Yellow-billed Loon / Geelsnavelduiker
Gavia adamsii 21,18,1
3 October, Puinpad, Westkapelle, Veere, Zeeland, photo-
graphed (L Verheuvel; Dutch Birding 39: 419, plate 598,
2017).

Seen only in flight but well documented.

Cory’s/Scopoli’s Shearwater / Kuhls/Scopoli’s Pijlstorm-
vogel
Calonectris borealis/diomedea 0,11,0

A report of a bird picked up in Aalsmeer, Noord-
Holland, on 22-25 November remains under review. It
was found in a garden and brought to a bird hospital
where it died on 25 November. The bird is now at
Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Zuid-Holland, but
still needs to be skinned. Photographs of the underwing
are necessary to identify the species. Totals exclude birds
accepted as Cory’s Shearwater C borealis.

Squacco Heron / Ralreiger

Ardeola ralloides 25 (since 1866),81,6

23 May, Gaasperplas, Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Noord-
Holland, photographed, videoed (W Schep, A Buhr);
5 June to 1 July, Zuidlaardermeer, Leinwijk, Midden-Gro-
ningen, and 19-22 June, Oostpolder, Zuidlaardermeer,
Haren, Groningen, summer plumage, photographed (J H
Venema et al); 15 August, Renvogelveld, De Cocksdorp,
Texel, Noord-Holland, first calendar-year, photographed
(J van den Berg); 19 August to 12 September, Noordpolder
te Veld, Eempolders, Eemnes, Utrecht, first calendar-year,
photographed (P Logtmeier, A van Gulijk et al; Dutch
Birding 39: 355, plate 503, 2017); 19-25 October, Riet-
put Uiterdijkenweg, Vollenhove, Steenwijkerland, Over-
ijssel, first calendar-year, photograhed (R Messemaker,
R de Boer et al; Dutch Birding 39: 417, plate 596, 2017);
28 October, De Horde, Lopik, Lopik, Utrecht (A Boele,
K de Leeuw).

Another good year. June is traditionally the best month.
The two October records however were special: there
were only two previous records for this month. 2017 was
the last year this species was considered.

* Brown Booby / Bruine Gent
Sula leucogaster 0,0,1
20 August, De Horde, Lopik, Lopik, Utrecht, and Acht-
hoven, Lexmond, Zederik, Zuid-Holland, adult, photo-
graphed (A Boele, K de Leeuw, F Engelen et al; Boele et
al 2017; Dutch Birding 39: 361, plate 510-511, 2017).
This observation came as a bolt from the blue... It was
not only a fairly unexpected new species for the Nether-
lands in the first place, but the inland locality made the
shock amongst Dutch birders complete. The bird passed
an inland migration watch point along a river in an east-
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485 Brown Booby / Bruine Gent Sula leucogaster, adult, De Horde, Lopik, Utrecht, 20 August 2017 (Arjan Boele)

486 Yellow-billed Loon / Geelsnavelduiker Gavia adamsii, Westkapelle, Zeeland, 3 October 2017 (Lennart Verheuvel)

487 Pacific Swift / Siberische Gierzwaluw Apus pacificus, Westkapelle, Zeeland, 12 June 2017 (Thomas Luiten)

488 Elegant Tern / Sierlijke Stern Sterna elegans, summer plumage, Wassenaarse Slag, Zuid-Holland, 9 June 2002

(Pieter Thomas) 489 Squacco Heron / Ralreiger Ardeola ralloides, first-winter, Eempolder, Utrecht, 12 September 2017
(Roy Slaterus)
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ern direction around 08:00. Northern Gannet Morus bas-
sanus was a species very high on the wish list for the
regular observers here, so it is not hard to imagine they
were left speechless after its extremely rare cousin flew
by. Despite birders waiting for it at strategic places along
Dutch rivers further east, nobody else in the Netherlands
managed to pick it up. However, it was seen just
across the border at Tinholt, Niedersachsen, Germany, at
¢ 11:15 (c 150 km from De Horde). At 14:00 it was seen
again further north-east near Bremen, Bremen, in
Germany (285 km from De Horde; Boele et al 2017). It
has also been accepted by the German rarities commit-
tee as a new species for Germany. Together with Pacific
Swift, this was the second spectacular new species for
the Netherlands that was unavailable for Dutch twitch-
ers. The booby was accepted as the nominate subspecies
S I'leucogaster.

American Golden Plover / Amerikaanse Goudplevier
Pluvialis dominica 1,48,3

21 January, Bantpolder, Lauwersmeer, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, second calendar-year, photographed (R Piek);
8 August, Noordervroon, Westkapelle, Veere, Zeeland,
photographed (M Pattikawa, R van Tiel); 20-21 September
and 2 November, Zandvoortweg area, Sint Laurens,
Veere, Zeeland, photographed, videoed (G Nijs, C Karst,
A van Gilst et al).

2010 # 1 and 6 October (was 6 October), De Putten and
Groeterpolder, Bergen, Noord-Holland, juvenile.

2001 9-11 September, Zandvoortweg, Sint Laurens,
Veere, Zeeland (] Goedbloed, M Hoekstein et al).

Pacific Golden Plover / Aziatische Goudplevier
Pluvialis fulva 9,60,4

6 December 2016 to 14 February, Oostdijk, Goedereede,
Zuid-Holland, photographed, videoed (G Tanis et al;
Dutch Birding 39: 69, plate 101, 2017); 1 January,
Kamperland, Noord-Beveland, Zeeland, photographed
(M Hoekstein); 2-4 July, Noordwaard-Galeiwaard, Bra-
bantse Biesbosch, Werkendam, Noord-Brabant, adult,
summer plumage, photographed (B de Jong et al; Dutch
Birding 39: 356, plate 504, 2017); 13-22 July, Post-
huiswad, Vlieland, Friesland, second calendar-year,
photographed (M van Oss, T Fijen); 21 July to 5 August,
Utopia and De Bol, Texel, Noord-Holland, adult male,
photographed () de Bruijn et al; Dutch Birding 39: 355,
plate 501, 2017).

Another good year for this species which has been an-
nual since 2004. Remarkably, this is the more regular of
the two ‘lesser golden plovers’, whereas American
Golden Plover P dominica is more common in Britain.

Sociable Lapwing / Steppekievit

Vanellus gregarius 12,41,1

28-29 May, Oostpolder, Zuidlaardermeer, Haren, Gro-
ningen, adult, photographed, videoed (B-J Prak et al;
Dutch Birding 39: 277, plate 372, 2017).

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper / Siberische Strandloper

Calidris acuminata 0,9,1
29 August to 2 September, Ezumakeeg, Lauwersmeer,
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Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult, photographed, videoed
(A van Lubeck et al; Dutch Birding 39: 352, plate 494,
2017).

This was already the fourth record (fifth bird) for this
top-notch wader site.

Baird’s Sandpiper / Bairds Strandloper

Calidris bairdii 0,14,0

2016 # 11-17 September (was 16-17 September), Oost
and Dijkmanshuizen, Texel, Noord-Holland, first calen-
dar-year.

White-rumped Sandpiper / Bonapartes Strandloper
Calidris fuscicollis 1,46,5
22 July, Scherpenissepolder Oost, Scherpenisse, Tholen,
Zeeland, adult, photographed (R Kraaijeveld); 22 July,
Posthuiswad, Vlieland, Friesland, adult, photographed
(T Fijen, M van Oss); 2 August, Westhoek, Het Bildt,
Friesland, adult, photographed, videoed (T Luiten, ] Ko-
lijn, C Beeke); 22-24 August, Ezumakeeg Zuid, Lauwers-
meer, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult, photographed, vid-
eoed (M Olthoff, M Dagnelie et al); 26-29 August,
Leenheerengorzenpolder, Goudswaard, Korendijk, and
28-29 August, Polder Beningerwaard, Zuidland, Helle-
voetsluis, Zuid-Holland, adult, photographed, videoed
(B-) Luijendijk, M Prins, B W van Dijk et al).
Remarkably, despite Zuid-Holland has decent (coast-
al) wader sites and is well covered by birders, the Koren-
dijk/Hellevoetsluis bird was the first for this province.

Semipalmated Sandpiper / Grijze Strandloper
Calidris pusilla 0,11,1
15-16 May, Lomm, Veenlo, Limburg, adult, photographed,
videoed (H Crommentuyn, J E Kikkert et al; Dutch Birding
39: 274, plate 368, 275, plate 371, 2017).

This showy bird, accompanied by a single Dunlin
C alpina, was widely twitched at this inland site.

Wilson’s Phalarope / Grote Franjepoot

Phalaropus tricolor 6,19,0

1969 # 12-22 October (was 12-21 October), Ibisweg and
surroundings, Zeewolde, and Knardijk, Lelystad, Flevo-
land, winter plumage.

Lesser Yellowlegs / Kleine Geelpootruiter
Tringa flavipes 2,46,2
21-22 June, De Slufter, Texel, Noord-Holland, summer
plumage, photographed (A Wassink, J van den Berg et
al); 30 September to 3 October, Polder Muggenwaard,
Noordwaard, Brabantse Biesbosch, Werkendam, Noord-
Brabant, photographed (B Verhoeven et al).
2015 # 6-7 October (was 6 October), Zandpolder, Cal-
lantsoog, Schagen, Noord-Holland.

Amazingly, the third for the Netherlands was as recent
as 1991. The numbers steadily increased after 1991 and
we celebrated our 50th bird (48 records) in 2017.

Long-billed Dowitcher / Grote Grijze Snip
Limnodromus scolopaceus 0,42,4

29 April, Groene Jonker, Zevenhoven, Nieuwkoop, Zuid-
Holland, adult summer, photographed (W Kortleve,
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490 Black-winged Pratincole / Steppevorkstaartplevier Glareola nordmanni, first-winter, Stad aan 't Haringvliet,
Zuid-Holland, 28 November 2017 (Kris De Rouck)

491 Semipalmated Sandpiper / Grijze Strandloper Calidris pusilla, adult, Lomm, Limburg, 15 May 2017
(Huub Crommentuyn)

LA
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P van de Werken, G ] Gelling et al); 7-8 May, Ezumakeeg,
Lauwersmeer, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult, photo-
graphed (R S A van Bemmelen, W van der Ham, S Rijn-
beek etal); 22 July to 7 August, Ezumakeeg, Lauwersmeer,
Dongeradeel, Friesland, and 12-18 August, Oude Rob-
bengat, Lauwersmeer, De Marne, Groningen, summer
plumage, photographed (W Hermus, P de Jong et al);
22-24 July, Uitkijkplateau Workumerwaard, Sddwest-
Fryslan, Friesland, summer plumage, photographed
(L Zijlstra et al; Dutch Birding 39: 352, plate 493,
2017).

Long-billed/Short-billed Dowitcher
Grijze Snip

Limnodromus scolopaceus/griseus 1,6,1
29 April, Ezumakeeg Noord, Lauwersmeer, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, photographed (M Dagnelie, M Winters).

This might very well have been the Long-billed
Dowitcher accepted for 7-8 May at the same site but,
unfortunately, the documentation was inconclusive and
this sighting was therefore accepted as an unidentified
dowitcher. The Long-billed accepted for the same date at
Nieuwkoop disappeared during the day, while this uni-
dentified dowitcher was found in the evening. It was
however obviously (much) longer billed than any other
dowitcher seen in 2018 and was thus certainly another
individual than this unspecified bird. Totals exclude birds
accepted as Long-billed (46).

/  Grote/Kleine

Great Snipe / Poelsnip
Gallinago media -,43,1
16 May, Blaugerzen, De Fryske Marren, Friesland,
photographed (S Bernardus via ) Bisschop, ] Vogelzang).

Black-winged Pratincole / Steppevorkstaartplevier
Glareola nordmanni 12,31,1

7-8 November, Vockestaert, Schiedam, and 22-30 No-
vember, Natuurontwikkeling 't Watergat, Stad aan 't Ha-
ringvliet, Goeree-Overflakkee, Zuid-Holland, first calen-
dar-year (G Goselink, R van Dijk et al; Dutch Birding 40:
62, plate 72, 2017).

At Schiedam, the (distant) bird was only seen in rather
poor light conditions. Photographs in flight even seemed
to suggest a hint of red on the underwing but this turned
out to be a photographic aberration. The bird found at
Goeree-Overflakkee was seen and photographed well,
and easily identified as Black-winged; its identical moult
pattern betrayed it was the same bird as at Schiedam.

Slender-billed Gull / Dunbekmeeuw
Chroicocephalus genei 0,11,1
2 May, Molenpolder, Ossenisse, Hulst, Zeeland, adult,
photographed (J Kolijn).

Probably the same bird was observed on 26 and 27
April just across the border at Doel, Antwerpen, Belgium
(Faveyts et al 2018).

492 Ring-billed Gull / Ringsnavelmeeuw Larus delawarensis, adult, Wijchen, Gelderland, 26 January 2017
(Herman Bouman)
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Franklin’s Gull / Franklins Meeuw

Larus pipixcan 0,10,1

30 July intermittently to 11 August, Ezumakeeg Zuid,
Lauwersmeer, Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult, photo-
graphed (E van Winden, L Brinkhuizen et al).

Ring-billed Gull / Ringsnavelmeeuw

Larus delawarensis 0,9,1

19-29 January, Loonse Waard, Wijchen, Gelderland,
probable female, photographed, videoed (J Nagtegaal,
via V Hart, R Wester et al; Dutch Birding 39: 137, plate
210, 2017).

This was certainly not a typical Ring-billed Gull and
therefore the first observer did not submit his find. It took
other birders more than a year to do so. It was a slender
built bird, with a fairly obvious white tertial crescent and
a relatively dark mantle. The bill and primary pattern on
the other hand, were spot on for Ring-billed. The very
rare possibility of hybrid Ring-billed x Common Gull
L delawarensis x canus (that has never been proven)
could perhaps not be fully excluded but after some dis-
cussion it was decided that the full set of characters fell
within the variation of Ring-billed. The previous record in
2012 concerned a more classic bird that was found by
the same observer.

Baltic Gull / Baltische Mantelmeeuw
Larus fuscus fuscus 0,36,1
12 September, De Banken, ’s-Gravenzande, Westland,
Zuid-Holland, third calendar-year, wearing colour-ring,
photographed (M Zevenbergen).

Acceptance was based on the presence of a Finnish
colour ring.

Forster’s Tern / Forsters Stern
Sterna forsteri 0,5,1
12 June, Wagejot, Oosterend, Texel, Noord-Holland,
second calendar-year, photographed (M Leopold et al;
Dutch Birding 39: 277, plate 374, 2017).

Amazingly, while doing his research on Common
Terns S hirundo, the same observer also found the previ-
ous one (an adult in 2016) at a nearby site.

* Elegant Tern / Sierlijke Stern
Sterna elegans 0,1,0
2002 9 June, Meijendel Strand and Wassenaarse Slag,
Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland; and 10 June, De Putten,
Camperduin, Bergen, Noord-Holland, summer plumage,
photographed, videoed (T den Outer, R E Brouwer et al;
den Outer et al 2002; Dutch Birding 24: 257, plate 228-
229, 258, plate 230, 2002).

At the time, this record was considered not accepted.
In the eyes of many, this was not a classic Elegant Tern,
and since interbreeding between Elegant and Sandwich
Tern S sandvicensis was known to occur in Europe, a hy-
brid Sandwich Tern x ‘orange-billed tern’ seemed to be a
realistic option. However, genetic work by Dufour et al
(2017) showed that three Elegants sampled in France and
Spain were all pure birds. One of the birds was actually
quite similar to the Dutch bird (that was seen in Norfolk,
England, two weeks later) (Laurent Raty in litt, Paul
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French in litt) — it could even be the same individual.
Furthermore, two hybrid fledglings showed (largely)
Sandwich-like black bills (Dufour et al 2017), so with
current knowledge we know: 7 that the phenotype of the
Dutch bird fits within the variation of the species; and
2 that currently known hybrids do not fully resemble
Elegant. The single photograph of an ‘orange-billed tern’
at Mokbaai, Texel, Noord-Holland, on 16 July 2006 and
initially regarded as a potential Elegant (van den Berg &
Haas 2006) does not show enough details for identifica-
tion. In fact, the fairly heavy bill does not 