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Alle telescopen hebben een meervoudige "CERAtIN-PtUS" coating; wat resulteert
in een perfekte randscherpte en een zeer helder en scherp beeld. De telescopen
z ijn speciaal ontwikkeld om vogels in de vrije natuur tot in het kleinste detail te
observeren. De volledige rubber uitvoering zorgt voor een extra bescherming.

3 0 JAAR GARANTIE r

EEN ONGELOOFLIJKE KEUZE IN VERGROTINGEN :

• 20 x WA (breedhoek) : vogeltrek, slaapplaatstellingen, observatie op kleinere afstand
tot ongeveer 500 meter .

• 30 x WA (breedhoek): telwerk, observatie in het algemeen, relatief grote afstand tot

ongeveer 1000 meter .

• 70 x WA (breedhoek): determi-

natie op zeer grote afstand, aflezen

van ringen, nauwkeurige detailstudie

van het verenkleed .

• 20-60 x zoomoculair : observatie,
echter zoals elk ander zoomoculair
beperkt in gebruik ; bij verder in-
zoomen en vooral bij slecht weer is
vogeltrek en telwerk moeilijk door
kleiner beeld (geen breedhoek) en
geringe lichtsterkte.

• 40 x WA en 45 x WA komen
nog dit jaar.
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Identification of Water Rail and
Porzana crakes in Europe

Peter f3ecker

hi Il,ll~er discusses ihc• icli~ntitic~liiun finc lud-
1ns; the ageing and Sexing1 of Water R .lil
h',r11us actuatirus cot the Subslr[ cieti K a aquatic-util
and Ihe three Porz<ana sperie~, ic, 5potted Crake
P pr~rzarl~ Imonot}pieJ . 1 iltle Crake P parti,a
mnrlntvhic :} and Baillon'~, Cr,rke f'tac~si!!a ioi the
suht,llec ies P p irlterrneciral . in Fi rope . The iden-
tiiic .ition ot the Nearctic 5or,a ( rikr• P carofum
monotypic), a vagrant in ! urrrpc•, is rlisCutisc<d ls

welI . T4w vocal ditterenc r•s u t Feindt 1 1) ( ii,
13ergnl<lnn & Heil) 1 9 ti 2 t, .lflhcxii;h of t;reat
importance to identilic ahon, .lre not treated . 1 h e
eml~ll<jsis is on the pruhl[~ms <lncl pittalls in visual
iclentitication . The paper is lar#;ely i)t3sed on the
resuits ot my field studie~ nt ril5 and crakes in
southern Niedersachsen . ( ;r•rrnany, during the
lasl .3 .5 years .

Bare parts

Iris colou r
In a,st•ssing the iris colour in rails, the reactionti
to ii„ht of the hi .r;hly yensilnc eve have to he
laken intu account . As Ihe Iit h1 astti ~tronger, the
sin° of the pupil i ; re[!u[ ccl ; c unse•quently, the
iriti Irigments are distrihutc•d in .i +n-ider ring, mak-
ing 11w iris look paler. Where•,rs in vti-eak lit;ht . tlte
I)igments are, due to a f<lr};er-sizerl pupil, c on-
centr<tt[xI in a narrower ring, nl,lkinh the iris look
clarker tlnd more intensely colnurecl .

The iris colour is pcrssihiv iniluencer6 bv sci
hormones. Duríng the hr[•edint ; season, the
colour ot the iris 4and 1hm ot uther bare parlsi is
more Strikint; and hri[ ;hter than during the rest ut
the year . The iris colour, espec i<llly the intensitv,
seenis at;e-refateci as well .

Leg colour
Th(• leh tolotrr in rails shows tarn5idertlhl e iillr a -
slsec itic v<rriation titi-hich c .tan he surther increased

hv c hanging light conditions lncl suhjective im-

pressions . Westerskov 09701 [fe<rlt vviffi the leg

colour of Baillon's Crake in detail and he cited a

nurtlher rrt Ccarrecl rn ( i errt ) rteuus slatenlenl~ iir
the literature on this tipucius . His cona l[iyiun,
r cinc ur with mine . A clull H .rilk>n's Crakes h,rv e

Il .lle ulive t;reen or hrowni ~ - o live let;s in %+hich
,i greenish hue als,<sys Ilrc•clr3nlinates . In nuo re•
Ihan 2t) adult hird> 1 ohser.ec! and ringed in
southern ~liedersachtien, nut a single one h<xl
Ílc sh-[ olc~ured le g s . Thr• le,r;k rre never ,ls pink ,1ti
in W ,rter Rail or anvthint; c lose to those [le;~i[ teal
in lieinroth & 5teinla,ic hc•r i I 952 ~ pllte 23 5 9 1 .

A I m rt from the ett4°c t ot niudcfy suhstr .lles or
lit;hl reflectiom o n w [ -t Ie t;s, Ih e re are sonue }en-
uine Ishort-term ) cl ,lngc•5 I>ossihle in t} ~e leg
colour. In cra+tes s pe nclins?, m<rrlv day5 or w e eks

in vvater w•ith <l high coi7rentration nÍ huntic
,aa icl,, the leg colour c h .in ;cw irom p ak° };neen lu

hr<~wnish whereas in IN<rt,•r Rail it may ch<lnp ;e
irom hright red to d,ark Irrotitinish-recl . Iiunli[
<lcid, have a brown [ olalur and are com p cltied oÍ
c omlllex rnol ecules ront,iinint; tlnfyslcr h .lri[l cs
1111 (1 proteins whiclh c o<lt ul<rte eatiily ,111 [1 sulnu -
cluenlly precipi nlte crn rr~ri};h ~urraces, ti uc Il ,ls
rin};,, r,ails' legs and rin gc•rti' Íingers .

Another cause miv hc• Ihe intensc° U V r<uli< :-
IIOn of the sun tr1 ~,0hi( h I nlketi are l'Xt)Utif'd i n

th c ir -M editerranean .and Airicrn titiintc•r yu,lrter s
Iti,lhil<il,,tivhere they- are otis•rt Íouncl in ope n

tiuch as Ihe óank, rrl rrn,als, retierti-oir , rncl
Ir<lrklv-tields, gi v int ; Ihr• Ihin ,kin o1 the let;s r

'sun . tan' . The green I ) i,Gnients a re rr l~l,rcerl by
hrit;ht hrownish une , ancl Ihe leg s of a Baillon" s
(-r .lkt° in direct sunli);hl nlay l ook hri ght hrrwvn-
i5h or almost tlesh-<vllrwreci . This Isuhl[ropicrl
sun-tan can pcsssihlv be ret<linerl for some days
<ttler relurníng lo th (, bxeedint; t;roun[Is in late
ti4<~y early lune .

Finally, the ler~s o t r,lils, wilh the Ihin hc ) rnv
t~l,lles, are suhject in cnn5t a nt temperature ch.rn-

} ;f•s . ( .il)en sh,lllqw Lti',ltr'r; in whiCh rail5 like Ill
tura g e, rnay be heated r<lliiclly bv the sun dcrrint;
summer . The hig her titi•<lt[•r tr nll>er,lture s ainlul,ric

the hl[sodsTream in th[ , thin-skinned legs b v dil,31-
in g Ihe hlood- vessel,, the impressirxr Ihat
thr Ic^};ti <i re hrr> wnish r<ri}h[ , r [han olive-t rc en .

~r7uiih rArd,ng lT rRr -zr r . oAhila•r IV -r,l



ldetrtification o1 IN31er Rarl and Porzana crakes in Europe

Downy youn g
Downy young of Water Rail and Porzana crakes
are all-black during the first days after hatching
and show a greenish metallic gloss in sunlight
(sometimes bluish in torchf ight} . Although incon-
spicuous in the field, downy young in the hand
show reddish skin patches on the nape and
sometimes bright blue skin on the forehead and
crown . Occasionally, the short wint;-stumps with
the clawed alula stand out bright whitish (not
reddish as stated in Glutz von 8lotzheirn et al
1 9731 against the black down . This is especiallv

obvious when they run with the wing-stumps
stretched laterally ror halance or when they use
therrt for climbinf; in the vegetation .

In Water Rail and Porzana crakes, the iris and
orbital ring are grevish- or brownish-black (an-
thracite-coloured) just like the feei, toes and
claws . The blood-vessels shine through brownish
between the horny plates oF the legs . The feet
and irides appear black .

8ill cofo u r
Apart from the size (Water Rail versus Porz~na
crakes), the black downy young are also readil y

154 Water Rail / Waterral Ralfus aquatrcu .s, pullus, Lehrte, Niedersachsen, Germany, 123 August 1963 rPeer Becker)
155 Water Rail ; Waterral Ra1lus aquaticus, transilfon from downy young to juvenile, Grasdorf near Hannover,
Niedersachsen, Germany, 24 August 1963 (Peter Becker) 156 Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parva, 9 days

old, Steinhuder Meer, Niedersachsen, Germany, 5 June 1966 (Peter Secker) 157 Baillon's Crake / Kleinst
Waterhoen Porzana pusrila, 2-3 days old, Wilkenburg near Hannover, Nieder5achsen, Germany, 11 luly 1961

(Peter HecKer)

18-?



Identification o1 Water Rai! and Porzana crakes in EuroPe

distinguished by the bill . The black feathers on
the lower rnandible extend beyond the nostril in
the downy young of Porzana crakes, covering
more than half of the lower mandible, whereas
they only reach up to the nostril in the lont;er-
hilled downy young oi Water Rail . This is easiiy
seen at close range . During the subseyuent
growth of the bill {involving stretching and
hardening), the difference in feather coverage
decreases within days . In Water Rail and Porzana
crakes, the brightly coloured bill contrasts with
the black down as well as the dark breeding
hahitat amongst dense reed and sedges .

Water fZai l
Thc hill is white or pale t;reyish-white, some-
linies with some black at the tip and gape . The
egg-tooth is white During the following weeks,
the bill colour is chanT;ing . The white areas are
getting darker and the dark areas are expanding
to be replaced by horn-coloured and reddish
hues in juvenile hirds . Sigmund ( 19 5 £3} summar-
ized in seven schematic sketches from days 1 to
92 the development of titie bilf colour, showing
considerable individual variation . Downy young
of Water Rail are readily distinguished from those
of Porzana crakes by the longer and more slen-
der hill .

5potted Crake
The bill is pied. The swollen base ot the upper
mandible is hriKht red on the culmen and pale
red on the sides ; the lower mandible is reddish-
brown at the base . In front of the nostril, the nar-
row greyish-white ring of variable width is
separated from the red base hy the thin black
ring . In front of this ring, the wide hiac k ring
extc.•nds to the tip of the lower mancdihle . rhe
shiny white tip of the upper mandihle c(>ntrasts
with lhis black ring . The white bill-tip and ring
are sometimes yellow iPauler 196 8 ) . The egg-
tooth is white . Pauler (19681 detailed in three
sketches the bill colour c hanges in juveraile hirds .
The bill colour ot newly hatched downy young
as well as the subsequent development varies
somewhat {Berndt & Meise 1962, Pauler 1968,
Szabó 1970, Glutz von Blotzheim et al 1973,
Peters 1976, etc) .

L ittle Crak e
The bill is transparent pink from the base up to
the middle, turning whitish towards the tip . The
lower mandible is somewhat hlackish al the
base . The egg-tooth is white . In the field, the hill
appears white and short .

Bai!!on's Crake
The bill is ivory-, bright yellow-wax- or bone-
coloured . The lower mandible has some black at
the base . The egg-tooth is white . In the field, the
bill appears white and sho rt . Downy yount; can
easily be confused with those of Li tt le Crake,
especiafly when the bill darkens and turns
blotchy, like in Water Rail, as they grow older . 1
have never seen strongly swollen, parrot-like,
short bills in the downy young of Litile or
Baillon's Crake as depicterf in Szahb 1197f1) .

FuII-grown birds

Water Rai l

General character s
It is srnaller than Common Moorhen Gallinula
chioropus, ranging in size hetween Song lhrush
Turdus philornelos and Mistle Thrush T viscivo
rus. The sexual dimorphisrn is considerable lin
small females, the wing length is 99 mm and . in
large mafes, 131 mm) . The black-brown teathers
of the upperside have a hris;ht grey-brown Iringe,
the wing-coverts often show white spots . The
underside is slaty-grey, the ilanks are handcYf
black-and-white . The undertail-coverts are white .
The legs are flesh-coloured to brownish, the bill
is long and predominantly red . In juvenile birdti,
the upperside is as in adult hirds ; the bilf is nol as
hright red . The head, sides of the neck ind
underside are bright hruwn to cream, vag,uely
mottied, the throat is whitish ; the bandti nn the
flanks are more washed-out brownish . nut as
contrastínt; as in adult hird s

tt walks ea ;ily and fast throut;h the vet;etahon,
often showing the white undertail-coverls with
jerky movements . It is n,luctant to fly . LJnder
favourable conditions, the whitish leadint ; vdt;e
to the wing, dangling fet;s and long hill some-
times show when it takes oíf . Not yet fully };row•n
bircls can fly up to 20 ni . As these birds have
brit ;ht ochre undertail-coverts and a white lead-
ing edge to the wint; (as well as a riot yet full-
grown hill), they can in flit;ht easily be misideriti-
fied as Spotied Crake .

l u yenile plumage
The first contour-feathers c}f downv young (fi} ;ure
1al are visible in the tield atter 14-18 davs . 1hev
occur initiallv on the tl,inks and hac k . 1 he
dos+,ny young, are fully fledgt^d at c 70 days . t)ur-
ing this period, the appeirance changes con-
tinuuuslV lBerker 1982,a, 19t33a,ha .
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The almost black feet of downy young turn
brighter, from dirty greyish to grey or greyish-red
and finally dirty flesh-coloured . The white bill
gets greyish-black spots and dark horn-coloured
areas ; the lower mandible turns reddish towards
the base (Sigmund 1958; figure 1 b) . The iris
colour also changes from anthracite-coloured or
black-grey to olive-green, then the greenish hues
get brighter, changing to greenish-yellow and fi-
nally to orange-vellow or -red . The change of the
iris colour from green to orange may occur ear-
lier in males than in females . Fully fledged juv-
enile birds show an orange-red iris, dirty flesh-
coloured feet (hrighter in males than in females)
and a bill which is horn-coloured at the tip and
on the culmen but reddish elsewhere.

Although the upperside is similar in juvenile
and adult birds, the coEoration of the soft tempor-
ary feathers of the underside is completely dif-
ferent . The banded flanks are harely visible and,
apart from black-and-white, also show greyish-
brown and ochre hues, especially near the feath-
er-tips . The rest of the underside is bright greyish-
brown and dirty whitish ;sometimes with dark
bands on the hreast and belly), with the throat
off-white and the ear-coverts and lores dark . The
narrow orbital ring is whitish . The neck and sca-
pulars as well as the region hetween the eyes
and the dark crown are washed-out brownish,
more whitish at the front . luvenile hirds look pale
and are, therefore, easily confused with other
species (Grant 1979I . Illustrations of the juvenile
plumage have been published in Heinroth &
Heinroth (1928), Becker t1982a, 1983a,b), Pforr
& Limbrunner ( 198[}) ; in this paper it is shown in
figure lc . This pale plumage is worn only during
a short period ; until late june in early broods and
until [)ctober (exceptionally November-early De-
cember) in late and second broods .

First-winter plumage
Juvenile birds start to moult into the first-winter
plumage before m during the growth of the remi-
ges and rectrices . This involves small body-feath-
ers, especíally the ear-coverts and the feathers of
the underside (less ohvicws on the upperside) .
This post-juvenile moult, in which the bright
brown feathers of the underside are replaced hy
grey ones, takes pface during several weeks in
late summer-autumn . It starts in luly (early
broods) or as late as August-October or even
later (late and second broods), with the head and
sides of the neck followed by the breast and
belly. From the flanks towards the middle, the
underside turns grey. The washed-out flanks

change to clear black-and-white bands, with the
feathers still tipped bright ochre, just like the
feathers of the thighs, vent and undertail-coverts .
The new grey feathers of the underside also have
a narrow hright brown fringe which is visible in
the field under good conditions lRichards 1982 ;
figure le) .

During and after winter, the feather-tips nearly
always abrade. The same applies to ihe ochre
coloration of the flanics, thighs and undertail-
coverts . The white on the chin, characteristic of
first-winter birds, sometimes extending onto the
throat (in young females), is of course rarely vis-
ible in the field . Fresh-plumaged first-winter and
adult birds are, therefore, difficult to distinguish
from August on (and even earlier in early breed-
ers) when these details are not visible . A hird in
post-juvenile moult showing these characters
weIJ was photographed by M Temme (Kbnig
1967 : 145) .

At the start of the breeding season, last year's
birds are still distinguished from older birds by
the white chin (figure 1e) . Single juvenile and
first-winter birds can not be sexed in the field .
However, when direct size cc.}mparison is poss-
ible, the larger males can often he separated
from the smaller females .

Adult plumag e
The plumage of adult birds during the breeding
season, ie, before the moult, does not differ sig-
nificantly from the worn first-winter plumage
(except for the chin colour) (figure 1 f) . During the
breeding season, however, adult birds show
shiny red irides, a bright red bill (except for the
tip and culmen) and bright pink to flesh-coloured
legs . In males and older birds, these bare parts
are hrighter-coloured than in sec.cmd calendar-
year birds and females .

Second calendar-year birds moult into the
adult plumage when they are raising the young .
The remiges and rectrices are sherf as early as the
second half of {uly (or as late as August-5ep-
tember in second broods) (P Becker in Strese-
mann & Stresemann 1966) . The wing-coverts
and contour-feathers are replaced simultaneously
during a longer period . During this complete
moult, birds are flightless for three weeks in
which period they are very secretive .

This adult plumage is kept until the next com-
plete moult during the following breeding seas-
on. During this period, the plumage often chang-
es considerably due to bleaching and wear . In
the field, adult hirds are distinguished from first-
winter hirds only bv the absence of the white
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i [ , U R I 1 Witer Rail r 4Vatrrr,rl ti,rlhi , uclu~rfr[ u~ rí lrrr+lrrphrr S[Ivrtrrk? . 1,1 ! ckxtny yriur],g, r l ) ; t r a n , i l ~ ~ r n Irom clow n4'

yuung tcr juvenile, Iv i juvcnilr, irlo nrotill frorn jinuruilc• tu tkr,t acluIt plurn,rh (, nr,rrly ( rrni p le~ecl, Ic ) tir~E Auft pkrrnscc
laulumn-u,intrrh until Yira hrrr<finy ; a~,itirn, iri sprir3K oí >cc onr! r .rlc~nriar-yc~<3r, It~ arlult
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158 Water Rail / Waterrai Rallus aquaticus, juvenile moultíng into tirst-winter pluma( ;e, Sloterdijk, Amsterdam,
Noordholland, Netherlands, October 1981 (Piet Murfsterman! 159 Water Rail / Waterral Ra!!us aquaticus, juven-
ile, Hildesheim, Niedersachsen, Germany, 10 August 198 2 (Peter Seckeri 160 Water Rail / Waterral Ra!!us aqu a tr-
cus, aclult male, Othfresen, Niedersachsen, Germany, 25 Au ;;ust 1989 fPeter Neckerl . Note white hands on wint;-

coverts

c:hin . The grey feathers oi the undersíde have a
pale tip as in the Íirst-winter plumage ; these tips
are, however, more whitish and much narrower
and they abrade quicker . In the field, they are
inconspicuous and may even lack altogether.

There are no sex- or age-related differences
between the upperside of juvenile and aclult

birds . The intraspeciiic variation in coloration
d+ie to hleaching and wear is, however, consicler-
ahle .

In fresh-plumat;ed hírds, the teathers of the
upperside as well the tertials and rectrices are
black-brown with a grey-hrown fringe which
v<rríes in width and sometimes covers most ot th e
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Íeilher . t3irds ~vith \tiíde brownish teather-fringeti
Iook paler. The trin~,es niav tenci lo sandv {'pal

rnuxlih'i or rusty i'clark morph'1. Unlil the next
,pring„ the rringes grarlually ahrarlrs, making Ihc ,
hl,u k-brown centrr•s more ohvious, especially on
thr• (rown and neck. The uplx•rsicle, thererc)re,
Irroks darker than in autumn . 1 he narrower grey-
hrnwn fringes are sometíme„ hleau :hecf hy the
~11 n Mnd contrast +.ith the clark upperside which
in e4trerne cases W slxecially clue tn the presence
oi hrit;htlv c_olciurc~d fringes tu the terlialsl m .iv
cjus(• the uppersirlc to look hri#;htly titriped . 5uch
hirds may be mist<rken for Liltlr- ( :rake when
tlutihed .

The hlack-hrown remiges initi,3liy show, i
silkv-i;reenísh gloss ~vhich is ~r>ori lost . During
the year, the fealhr•rs turn duller and browner .
Thc hiack-brown underwint;-cnverts with thi•
white tips and han[is, especially on the axillarieti,
are rarely visihie in the field . Brow•n et al i1'38t1}
tihowed an axillarv vhich v-tti, however, mi~-
named as a Flank-reather,

Olten, the white reathers on thr• 1c,,idinF eriy;c•
to Ihe wing attrtct attention . m,ikin}; misidentili-

cation as Slx tic•cl Crak[, morc• likely . Tha• whitc•
carpa3 joint rJraes no1 ektend onto the outcrnu>,.t
1>rimaries- 11 iti restriCted trr the ttiin~-csrtErlti rti
iar as t}oe h.rsis o( the ,ilula . The rnarnv clitital
white Íeathers are cont tm le•rl hv the d .irk rlula
and ar[• nril t-itiihle ín tlit ;ht .

5hor11v heïnre the moull, adult hircts -~ho~w a
tivorn plumage wíth míssint; frin} ;es lo Ihr• Ir•r1i<~Is,
Ix>intecl fc•,ithers or even missing ieather-til>ti,
e~peciallv in the rectrices .

Wing patter n
5urprisin2lv, niosl receni hmnrJhooks an<l lield

uides cln nu1 mention thr• I>resence of avhitE- in

the wint; . Alrearlv, Hartert ( 19_' 1-22? d4•~criher1

Ihis ~'riiten scrme narrov, white h,tr, on the muter

nredían c c>t-crtti'1 .

1 che( k4-cl Ihis in 1055 VV,rter Rails with tully

grown rt•niít;c s . White rrn 1hr wing-c~w~ rlti w .is

shown hy 6C5 i57"t~l . Thr 5rWhite haml~ <md

tringes were not restricterl to the letim-r <mtl

niedian vvins ;-coverts las shenvn in clr, hrrrain

1982) hut iIsc> visihlr- rrn the grealr•r wrnk-

coverts and rlula and even on thc prim,irir•ti . 1 he

rtumber of w}~ite-markecl Ír• .ilhcrs ranged fnrn3 1

to 25 .

The whilr- markin>;s can hr• ,o prominr•nt and
typically black-and-~thite Ih .3t 1hcw correslx>ncl to
1he banded rl,rnk5 ot the hircl tt rest- Sr>me• hirrJti
showed avhite spots on the trrtials, nn,tntlc• <rr
rumh tfit ;ure 7h, plate 1(>OI . This wing patlr•rn
was not sex- ur at;e-related II sr•c•ms, hrwvr ver, to
he a trequent variati~~n . l4tr)re thin hali oi Iha• oh-
served hirrls shov;ecl white win .g markínt;~ .

Interestingly, Ihis wing paltc•rm which has I,irt;c•-
!y heen iy;nr~red in the liter•sture, is I~atisr on
rrom adult hirrls 1o vuunt; and appe,irs not io
change durinp; the moull . 11 is . Iheretore, pustiihle
to recognize individual hircJti and even tu c•st .ih-
lish tamil,v relaticroshipti in juvenile birds . 5iniil .3r
characteristic patterns are ~,hoticn in the under-
taíl-coverts .

Undertail-crrverls
In the liter<ilc re . rnany diitr•rc•nt descrít>ti >ns ot

the undert,ul-c uvert5 Iia\e heen publi~hr cl . 1

sludied this character in niarre than 1500 lValer

Rails and found that the ciescriptions are mnn• or

less correct wxcept Yor thosc in Hayman ( t 980)

and Hayman & Burton clrJflíl} which are p< ititiihly

Iiased on old museum spcr imens vellrnwr•d tivith

a};e 1

VVith i t•iil made up oÍ 1 2 w( trices, the• unr3(•r-
tail-coverts .w siniilarly arr,int;erl in two rrnvti u1
7 2 {eathers car h, a row or Ihe shorter out<•r r>nu s

18 7

1 61 1Miter Rail 1 Vv':rterral Raffrr% arru,tfrcus. seconrl
cili dar-vear, Gr,a>clixi near #-iannn~,ur, Nierlersachscn,
("ermany, 22 Aut;usl 11)fa4 iPeter f3r•rf<err . Note tvpfc,31

harrint; ot undc•rw iriy ;
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and a row of the longer inner ones which may
reach the tail-tip in fresh-plumaged birds . The
shorter undertail-coverts have a substantial grey-
black basal downy part which takes up more
than half of the feather . Towards the tip follows a
narrow (3-5 mm wide) white band, sometimes
missing on the outer (or on all the) feathers . This
is followed by a wide black band, often pointed
in a straight angle towards the tip . Finally, there
is a wide ochre or bright brown feather-tip which
is soft and easily abrades . The black and ochre
tip are often separated by a narrow white line .
The white in the middle of the feathers is not
always a transverse band, it may also be a diag-
onal or a longitudinal band . The variation in
coloration and pattern of these feathers is limit-
ed .

On the other hand, the longer (inner) undertail-
coverts vary considerably although the coloration
is not sex- or age-related . During the year, these
feathers change due to wear. The most cornmon
white feathers have a grey-black hasal part, a
white downy region in the middle and a soft
more or less bright ochre tip which abrades dur-
ing winter or as late as the next breeding season .
The ochre coloration may cover the complete
feather (except for the dark down and a white
shaft-streak) or it may be absent altogether even
in fresh-plumaged birds .

The other extreme is formed by the black
feathers which have a pattern similar to that of
the shorter undertail-coverts, with two instead of
one irregular white band as well as an ochre tip
(Glutz von Blotzheim e ( al 1973 : plate 61) . After
the abrasion of the tips, such undertail-coverts
appear black with white bands which may easily
lead to confusion with Baillon's or Little Crake,
especialry when it concerns a small female and
the observer is unable to see other diagnostic
characters, such as the bill ,

A whole range of intermediate forms between
the pure white and the black-and-white-banded
undertail-coverts occur : black bands, stripes,
tips, fringes, etc . When these variably coloured
feathers are spread, a typical pattern becomes
visible which allows individual recognition

because each pattern is unique. A glirnpse of this
variation is demonstrated by nine sI€etches in
King (1980) of Water Rails wintering in England .
In the field, these subtle differences can only be
detected by scrutinizing the undertail-coverts .
The undertail-coverts generally appear to be
more or less white .

Whereas it may be confused with Baillon's or
Little before and at the start of the breeding seas-
on because of the black-and-white-banded un-
dertail-coverts, observers should be aware of the
possibility of confusion with Spotted Crake in
summer-autumn because of the pattern of the
undertail-coverts . The ochre-tipped undertail-
coverts, with the outer ones covering the white
patches and r.he black pattern on the inner ones,
are obvious in juvenile and fresh-plumaged birds
(except for adult birds with pure white feathers) .
All the undertail-coverts appear bright ochre .
Casuar observations of such birds under unfa-
vourable light conditions and with white wing
markings may easily lead to misidentification as
Spotted .

Not yet fledged birds show a washed-out
brownish underside and a bill which is not yet
fully grown . Apart from the bright ochre under-
tail-coverts, the emerging feather-shafts on the
wings and upperside appear as white spots at
long range . At this stage, confusion is possible
with Spotted .

Spotted Crake
General characters
It is as large as Water Rail (wing length 109-131
mm) but appears smaller and stockier due to the
shorter neck, legs and hill . The overall coloration
is olive-brown, with bright brownish mantle
stripes, mottled with hlack-brown with fine white
stripes and spots on the upperside from the fore-
head to the tail-tip . The lores and chin are grey-
ish, the ear-coverts brownish . The underside is
grey-brown with fine white spots which can be
abraded to such an extent in adult hirds shortly
before the moult that the underside appears uni-

FIGURE 2 Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porzana porzana (Christopher Sc)imidtJ, fa) downy young, 22 days old, in
transition from downy young to juvenile, (6) juvenile, (c) adult female in autumn, (d1 adult male in spring, (e) adult
male in worn plumage shortly before complete moult I)unaAugust }

FIGURE 3 Variation in unde rt ail-cove rt s of Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porzana porzana Isee text) (Christopher
Schmidt)
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formly dark grey-brown . Confusion with adult
male Little Crake is possible at that stage . The
flanks are grey-brown and blackish with whitish
bands which fade away towards the tail and
which turn into a dirty whitish coloration on the
helly ; the undertail-coverts are uniformly pale
brownish-yellow (cf figure 3) . The bill is yellow-
ish, turning horn-cofoured towards the tip, with
the base of the upper mandible orange-red, the
legs are olive-green and the iris is brown . In
juvenile birds (July-September), the bill is less
obviously coloured and shows little orange on
the upper mandible . The legs are olive-brownish
and the iris is olive-green . Because of increased
spotting, the bright grey-brownish lores and
underside appear much paler, the chin and
throat even whitish . The ear-coverts are washed-
out brownish and the banding on the flanks is
hardiy visible .

In flight, they are more agile than Water Rails .
The white leading edge to the wing is nearly
always prominent . Less obvious in flight are the
white markings on the upperside . In adult birds,
the bright yellow and orange bill can sometimes
be seen when flushed . It sneaks silently through
the vegetation in an upright bearing, flicking the
tail when excited, thereby showing the bright
undertai I-c overts .

Juvenile plumage
The black downy young with the pied bill de-
vetops the juvenile plumage during a period of
1 .5 month . The bill-tip turns yellowish and the
bright vivid colours of the bill get darker. The now
yellowish-green-mottted ring around the middle of
the dark horn-coloured bill is only obvious for
some days since it fades rapidly and disappears
altogether when the bird is fully grown (cf
sketches in Pauler 1968) . When the full juvenile
plumage is attained, the bill is olive-brownish to
greenish-horn-coioured, somewhat darker towards
the tip, and the upper mandible shows a fine
yellowish (female?) or pale orange (male?) base
which is, however, not yet prominent _

The grey-black iris changes to grey-olive-
coloured and subsequently to oiive-green . From
the inside out, the iris colour then changes to
brownish, starting with a narrow brown ring
around Ihe pupii, The blackish legs of downy
young develop into grey-green, brownish-olive
and finally dirty olive-green .

As in Water Rail, the first contour-feathers ap-
pear on the flanks, thighs, mantle and ear-coverts
after only 2-3 weeks {figure Zal . tJnder less fa-
vourahle conditions, juvenile birds, with the

stronger spotting and the pale bright coloration,
may easily be mistaken for juvenile Water Rail or
juvenile Little or Baillon's Crake (figures 1 b-c,
2h, 4b, 5 b ) . It also wears the juvenile plumage
only for 3-4 weeks . Since the juvenile and the
subsequent male and female plumages were
meticulously described as earEy as the beginning
of the last century (Brehm & Schilling 1822),
only the relevant characters are given .

In juvenile birds, there is not yet any grey
around the eye and on the lores and throat .
These paris are bright brownish to cream with
whitish spots . The ear-coverts are washed-out
brownish . The throat is often mostly whitish, the
breast and belly are bright brownish with whitish
spots . For detailed descriptions and sketches of
breast-feathers, see Glutz von Blotzheim et al
(197 3 : plate 63) . The belly and vent up to the
undertail-coverts are dirty white . The flanks have
soft bright brownish feathers with washed-out
whitish wave-like bands . The undertail-coverts
and upperside are as in adult birds more strongly
spotted with white . This character is, however,
highly variable both in adult and juvenile birds
(de Lust 1986) and is not useful for ageing in tbe
field .

When birds are not forced to move, either by
falling water levels (as early as July) or popula-
tion pressure, juvenile and adult birds can be
found in the breeding area into September
(sometimes even October) . Juvenile birds are
present from late June (first broods} to September-
October (late and second broods} .

First-winter and adult plumage s
The feathers of the first-winter plumage already
start to appear in the juvenile plumage . As in
Water Rail, the post-juvenile moult involves only
the small body-feathers and does not at first alter
the appearance profoundly since the superci-
lium, ear-coverts, throat, neck, breast and belly
are also densely spotted with white . However,
the darker grey and olive-brown fringes to these
feathers show through, rhe contrasting flanks
with the wave-like white bands are conspicuous .
At this stage, juvenile birds are separated safely
from first-winter birds only by the flank pattern .
The olive-hrownish tips to the breast-feathers
abrade during the following mon[hs, making the
lateral spots on the tip and the dark centres more
obvious . Therefore, the contrast of the white
spots on a dark background is not obvious until
spring .

The facial feathers also abrade. The white
featfter-tips disappear, making the region ahov e
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11) 1

162 Spotted Crake ! Porseleinhoen PnrTan~i faorzirra, breeding male, C)qhen near 1h'olisburt ;, Nic:.dertiachsrn,
Gerrn,iny, 12 lune 198 1 (Pc,ter Fiecker)163 Spotted Crake ` Porseleinhoen Pnr7 ,inmr orlmna . aduft Íemale a#ter coni-
plete moulL Grasdorf near Harinover . Nieclersarhsen, Germanv, 2 Angust I 964 iPr-rtt r 8c,Ken 164 Spetted Crake %

Porseleinhoen Perzana porzarr,ï, adult, Gronauer Masch, Viedersachsen, C ;ermanv, 1' lune 19Rï iYc>ter f3rrk er?
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165 166
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1

166 Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porzana Porzana,
adult female during complele moult, Grasdcrrt near
Hannover, Niedersachsen, Germany, 2 August 1964
(Peter Becker)

1 67 Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porz .ina pnrzana,
worn aduh male berore moult, Grasdort` near Hanno-
ver, Niedersachsen, Germany, 6 Auyust 1964 (Peter
Becker )

168 Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porzana porzana,
juvenile (Ief ) with worn adult beíore moult, Germany,
.auturnn 1963 1WIIhe7m Brrnkrnann l

169 Spotted Crake I Porseleinhoen Porzana porzana,
first-winler, Sloterdijk, Na< rdhoiland, Netherlands,

Q( tober 1 982 rPret A1unctE•rm <rn ) -

192

16N

1 65 Spotted Crake / Porseleinhoen Porzana po rzan7,
juvenile, Gronauer Masch, Niedersachsen, Germany,
15 july 1961 (Peter Becker), Nfote white leading edge
to w(ng
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the eye grey, leaving only some white spots
towards the forehead . The chin and throat also
turn grey due to abrading bright feather-tips, the
cheeks even turn blackish . The iore-feathers as
well as the ear-coverts loose the pale tips, result-
ing in a washed-out bright brownish coloration .

The spotted neck, breast and belly are grey to
olive-brownish (Becker 1983b} and during sum-
mer, when the white spots have abraded, almost
turn uniformly dark olive-grey . Since the upper-
side gels darker through the abrasion of the white
stripes and spots, contrasting with the pale
bleached-out fringes to the tertials, adult hirds,
with the orange-red base of the upper mandible
and the almost unitormlv dark olive-grey under-
side, may easily be mistaken at this stage for
male Little Crake .

Since it breeds only once during the first
breeding season (the complete moult starts as
early as fune) and twice in subsequent breeding
seasons (the c:omplete moult does not start before
August-September), the plumage is worn out for
more than a year. The fireast-feathers abrade
even further, revealing the second row ot spots .
Since these are narrow white transverse spots
with a black edge, thc now dark breast shows
white wave-like bands (figure 2d-e) which joín
the bands towards the rear-flanks .

The heavily abraded plumage is completely
moulted during the last stages of rearing the
young . This coincides with the development of
the feathers of the young . The new remiges and
rectrices grow in less than 3 weeks (P Becker in
Stresemann & Stresemann 1966) during which
period the hird is flightless (plate 166) . The moult
of the hody-feathers, which already starts before
the remiges and rectri(-es are shed (late lune-
early August), takes somewhat longer. At first, the
adult plumage is almost identical with the fresh
firsi-winter plumage . Through abrasion, however,
it turns into a more contrasting plumage towards
the breeding season . The grey on the head and
throai is more extensive, the black on the chin
more intense than in first-winter birds . Old fe-
maies, however, differ hardly from first-tivínter
males, old males on the other hand are notably
darker in the face, including the chin and malar
region (figure 2c-d) .

Males and females are not separable in the
field and in the hand even experienced ringers
have difficulties (cf Leuzinger 1978) because of
the overlap in wing measurements . It is possible
only under favourable conditions, ie, when com-
paring the members of a known pair. Durint; lhe
breeding season, males have a more contrasting

head and bill pattern and are slíghtly bigger .
The bill turns brighter during the mouit into

the first-winter plumage . The next spring, it is
yellow with a horn-coloured tip and a shining
orange-red base of the upper mandible . In males,
the #)ill is more intense3y coloured than in fe-
mafes IBecker 1 983h) . In old males, the red base
of the upper mandible gets swollen (up to 3 mm
thick) during the courtship, wilh the red some-
times extending onto the base of the lower man-
dible .

7owards spring, the dirty olive-green le#;s of
the juvenile bird change to bright olive-green
which can look yellowish at and above the knee
and at the ankle . [7uring winter, the olive-green
iris of the juvenile bird also hecornes hrownish
and, towards the breeding season, turns bright
brown and even red-hrown in older males . After
the complete moult in autumn, second calendar-
year and older birds can under Íavourable con-
ditions be told from first-winter bircls (after the
post-juvenile moult} hy the greener legs, the
brown iris and the vividly coloured bill .

The upperside appears more olive-brown and .
therefore, darker than in Water Rail_ From the
forehead to the tail-tip, all the hlack-hrown feath-
ers have a wide olive-brown fringe wilh white
stripes and spots which are outlined hy black on
the lart;er wink-coverts . The wing-coverts are
more brown than olive, making the outer upper-
side look more brownish . The tertials have a
conspicuous wide pale hríght brown inner web
and a dark outer web w-ith white zigzags . The
inner webs b ;each during the year and then rorm
bright lines (c f Little Crake) .

The amounl of specklinL; on the remit;e-s mnrl
rectrices vari ~s individually. C7nly the inner anrl
outermost re--trices show a white edge to the
outer web and white spots on it (Hansen &
(-)elke 1974) . There are, however, birds in which
every sint ;le rectrix shows white and some in
which white is completely lacking (even in fresh
plumage) . 1 could not estabiish sex- or age-relat-
cd differences in these patterns .

The remiges, which are black-brown when
fresh, bleach towards I :xcawn during the year-
Most secondaries, apart from lhe five inncxmost,
rarely show rows of white spots on the inner and
outer webs . The same applies to the primaries, in
which only the octtermost are extensivefy white
towards the tip or mottled with white on the
edge of the outer web . This white p<3ttern can he
inconspicuous . The outer webs of Ihe other pri-
marie often show a white-marf-)led patlern . The
hrown wing-coverts are speckled wrth whit e
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towards the tip which is not the case in the pri-
mary coverts . Only the alufa feathers have a
white edge or white spots on the proximal parts
of the outer web .

The leading edge of the wing, from the alula to
nearly the tip of the outermost primary, is white,
both from below and above . This character,
which is usually clearly visible in flushed birds,
can be useful for identification (cf Water Rail and
Little Crake) . Some photographs show this char-
acter well (eg, Falco 1938, Silsby 1980, Hout-
kamp 1981 ; plate 165) . The underwing-coverts
are shiny black-brown with white tips to the
under primary coverts and white harring on the
greaier underwing-coverts and the axillaries as in
Water Rail .

Undertail-cove rts
An important character of Water Rail and
Porzana crakes is the coloration of the undertail-
coverts which are often well visible because of
the erect feaihers and the bobbing tail move-
ments in agitated birds . A number of colours cit-
ed in the literature, such as rusty-yellow, rusty
and rusty-brotivn-yellow, seem roo dark to me .
Descriptions, such as dirty white-yellow (Conrad
von Baldenstein 1981 }, creamy-yellow (Nicolai
1982) and more general yellowish (Delin &
Svensson 1989}, are far more accurate . In fact,
the undertail-coverts are brightly coloured and
towards the breeding season, hefore the muult,
may even appear white due to abrasion and
bleaching . Earlier authors were familiar with this
character and . when Schinz (1830) claimed
'pure white', he had either seen a worn individ-
ual or one of the rare hirds which actually has
white feathers . It is, however, questionahle
whether these uniformlv coloured undertail-
coverts are indeed 'unmistakable' (Gerber 19441 .
1 have checked this character in 500 Spotted
Crakes . Of these, 46 (91h) showed colour devi-
ations . Handbooks and tield guides stress that the
uniformly coloured undertail-coverts distinguish
ii from Little or Baillon's Crake which both show
black-and-white barring on the undertail-coverts
(Wiist 1970, Peterson et al 1984) . In most cases,
this is true . There are, however, always situations
in the field in which a strongly aberrant bird can
cause c-onfusion when other characters are seen
only briefly.

Although the outer undertail-coverts only rare-
ly show some small dark brown tips, the (larger)
inner undertail-coverts may show dark brown to
hlackish patterns both in the outer and especially
obvious in the longer inner undertail-coverts .

This pattern often covers the whole row of the
inner undertail-coverts, producing black-brown
barring I:three to five bandsl or even black-and-
white motiling .

Aberrations without dark patterns include
white feathers and one-sidedly white feathers .
Among the feathers with a blackish or black-
brown pattern, some show longitudinal spots
along the shaft or more often towards the tip .
One to four more or less wide spots already pro-
duce distinct harring when the tail is closed .
Black feather-tips and -fringes also occur as well
as comhinations of feathers which are white on
one side and show one of the descrihed patterns
on the other side . Among Ihe most conspicuous
ie .ithers are those which show four to five wide
dark bands on the whitish inner web and a nor-
mal colour on the outer web . Completely aber-
rant are ihe black-and-white feathers {figure 31
which may confuse the inexperienced observer .

Littie Crake

General characters
It is considerably smaller and more elegantly
huilt than Water Rail and Spotted Crake, ap-
proaching the size of Common Starling Sturnus
vulKaris (wing length 99-117 mm) . The primary-
projection is long, at least 25 mm (cf Baillon's
Crake) . The upperside is brown with bright
hrown to yellowish-brown and blackish stripes .
Between these, two more or less clear rows of
white spots on the dark mantle are present . The
undertail-coverts are blackish with dirty white
bands. The rear-flanks show inconspicuous
washed-out white harring . In males, the sides of
the head and underside are grey (except for the
rear-flanks) . The underside of females is hright
sandy to rusty-brown, the flanks show washed-
out brown-and-white barrinK, the throat is whit-
ish, the sides of the head show a grey hue, and
the ear-coverts are brownish . The legs in adult
birds are green, the bill is yellow-green . Outside
the breeding season, the red on the base of the
bill Inear the gape} is often pale or almost absent
and makes this character riat only unreliable hut
may also lead to confusion with Baillon's . The
iris is shiny red in adult hirds . Juvenile bircis
show additional white spots on the upperside .
The underside is brighi whitish to buff with
washed-out brownish wave-like bands . These
ahrade quickly so that the underside as well as
the fate of juvenile birds soon appear almost
white . The iris is olive-greenish and the bill dar k
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FIGUk1- 4 Litlle Crake Klein lV.iterhocn Porrana parva (Chnstopher tirnrniclU . l a 1 drrtivny youn~ : 'f, ri < rv„ . I I, in
transition from downy youn( ; t o juvc~nile, rh~ juvenile, Ic'i first atlult plurnage ot male lwínler to {irst kircediny ; ~ c ,itivn),

id1 aclrrll ntile , íel adult te male
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170 Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parva, adult iemale, Neusiedlersee, Austria, 10 July 1987
(Peter Beckeo

171 Littie Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parva, juvenile, Eemshaven, Groningen, Netherlands, 5 September

1990 fLeo J R Boon)
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olive-green . Confusion with juvenile $aíllon's is
possible . The legs are brownish to pale olive-
t;reenish .

t)uring the awkward fluttering flight I:Spotted
and Baillon's are more a g ilc•f, the dangling le) ;s
ias in Water Raill and thc brightly coloured
stripes on the back are obvious . They readily
c hmb about, which is particularly obvious durint;
spring migration when thev can be touncl in
learless branc hes overhangint; the water .

Juvenile plumage
When c 13 ciayti (Ad, the first contour-fe .ither5

appear and, ti~„hen 40-50 davs old, there are no
traces left of the hl .ick plumage of downy young .

The intermediate stages between the plumat ;c•s ot
clowny young and juvenile birds are shown in
Heinroth & Hcinroth 0931), Becker (1988) and
fip;ure 4a . fJurini; this pericl, the iris colour

c hanges from dark black-t;r(y; to olive-green and
later, probably trom tirte c)utside inwards, to
txi};ht hrown, hrown and tinally red-hrown in
adull birds (similar as in Spntted ( rake) . ihe ten-
der pink bill of clowny young becomes spotted
with brighi dark spots befort• it turns completely
dark olive ~reen, subseyuentív lurning to hright
horn-coloure(1 and finally claric horn-c oloured .
1he lower mandihle {excepl tor the dark tip) is
hrit;hter (yellow-greenl than the upper mandihle .
In juvenile hirds, the gape rtiay iregularly?I al-
ready shovv, sume signs c,Í red or orange in

atitumn. The leg c olour c h,rnt;es trom dark in
downy yount;, lollowed hy palt• a,live-brown anrl
1inally brighi uliw°-t reen, sirnilar to Spotted . The
fealhers on the head and sicles ot the nt•( k as
weli as on the underside are dirty tivhite with
w.3,hed-out hro~+ni~h bindti Thtr forehc,id . chin
and throat are whitish ; thc e,ir-covert5 and lores
11re darker {t3ecker 1988, C) t3aindesson in 0elin
& Svensson 1989 : p{ate `)il iY . The juvenile
plurnage is ret,7ined fonger Ihan in 1h'ater K,ril
and Spotted C :r.ike . During aulumn• the y,rey-
hruwnish feather-tips of th(• underside .ihrade
readily, the harring un the hreasl and belly r;rad-
ually disappears so that the tirnehead . sides rrf the
head and neck, chin, throat . hreast and p~irts of
the belly appear almost uniformlv titi~hiti5}t, with
minimal grey-brownish hues nnly c>n the tiides . In

the field, the underside ipp{•,rrs ~„•hitish . l he

undertail-coveris are hrown with dirty white
bands, washed-out brownish towards the uuter

ones . The juvenile plumage appears altogether
hrighter than in Baillon"s Crake .

I he upperAde oÍ juvenile hirds . trom the paler
tnrehead 1ov-ar(Iti the tail, is hro»~n, 1he neck is

somewhat brighter . The mantle and back are
hlack-hrown with two white parallel rows of
inclistinct spots on a dark hackground . The scapu-
lars and wing-coverts are hlatk-hrown wíth wide
hrown tips and fringes and many rc ;und-to-oval
white spots near the tip to most wing-coverts,
some primary coverts and e5pec ially an the ter-
tial„ {the spotting is irregular and variahlej .
Sometimes, the remiges as vtel! iti the alula show
rounded white spots as well tcf tiketcbes of teath-
ers in 1 larengerd 11371 and Gluti vun Blotzheini

et al 1 13 73 : figure 6 S 1 . Ihe hright hrowrt fringes I o
the tertials contrast with the dark bac k ;later even

stron#;er due to hlesc hingl and procluce a palr.,
vellc~w stripinK whi( h is obvious in flushed birdti

Naumann (15991 and Hart(-rl {1 1)21-22 ) al-
ready mentioned ihc long wedg( shaped lail .
The rcc trices are black-hrown with a more or
Ic,s4 witle hright hrown outer wek> which ahrad(„5
towarcls the next hr(,eding scason Shurtlti- hei(irc
the complete moult . Ihe teathers are worn, point-
ed and often nol hrown-trint ;ed . Some trt•sh-
plumat;ed juveniie I3irds have white il the tips crt
the rectrices .

luvenile birds are present trom Lite lune until
their departure in autumn as latt• as Octohcr
(Koenit ; 1943, m'¢sirkentified as (iaillon's ; c( Bauer
1 96i), tiarent ;erd 1 1) 7 i ) .

First-winter plumag e
The juvenile teathc•rs oi the underside and niotit
of the upperside are (p,)rtly?i retrlaced in No-
vemher-March . The winterínt; and moultini ;
areas are lar#;ely t .rr~known. Uurin}; 1he post-juv-
enile moult, the hrighlly coloured juvenile plu-
mage iti replactrl hy lhe iirst-ti~inter pluma};(•
ifit;ure -tcl . Males ancl fernales .3rc nolh dls13n( I
tef photographs in Komit; 1967 : I44j . In males,
the t'orehead, sides (si the head, ne( k, hreasl and
helly <ire grey, the ( hin is somewhat hrighter . fh(-
rear flanks and undc•rtail-coverts are wa~hed-oul
black with >>ariahiy patterned tvhite h,rrring, th(-
outer undertail-covrrl~, Shanv a hrownish hue . In
#emales . the thn>at iti white, the 5ides u1 the head
are bright gr_y, the emr-coverts more brownish .
There are no dark I(ares as some•tirnc•5 sugt ;c•sled
{ei;, rc7lour p ate in S( hwarz & Sutler 1960) . The
breast artd helly are cre,im to hrii ;ht s,mdv, some-
times ~„ith a ru5tv hu( . . 1 he tlanks art Irro~vnish
with dirty dark r;rey .and whitish wa5hed-uut h .rr-
ring . The undertail-c rrverts are as in niales, nn
the whole somew,h,it rnore hrowrritih . The resl ot
the plumage ~s sirnil,ir to that of m,rlc•s .

Not a11 the feather5 crf tkve uppertiícle are repl,3c-
ed clurini; the post-jtnenile moult s<r that the tirs[-
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winter plumage of males and females can be
recognized by the presence of some retained
juveniie feathers with white spots (the scapulars
and wint;-coverts) . Furihermore, first-winter males
have less red on the hill and first-winter feniales
are not as grey on the sides of the head which is,
however, only rarelv well visible .

The biack-hrown primaries and rectrices turn
hrown towards spring and get heavily worn to-
warcls the hreecding season because the birds often
climb about in the vegetation, using the wings to
halance themselves in the swinging reed-bed .

In hoth males and females, the hill is bright
green, yellowish towards the tip and with more
or less intense red in the gape which in older
hirds may reach the nostr'rl or extend towards the
culmen at the base lit is, however, never swollen
as in Spotted Crake}_ In males, the bill is more
vividly coloured than in females . Early in spring,
sorne first-winter males may show that little red
(or none at all) at the gape {Mewes 185t3} that
Ihev may easily be mistaken for a Bail lon's Crake
without any red on the bill, especially since first-
winter males also have some white-spotted feath-
ers on the upperside .

The iris as well as the orbital ring becorre
hright red. The olive-green legs chant ;e to yel-
low-green with some blue-green hues at the knee
artd ankle .

During the hreedint; season, it is lemporary
flightless because of a complete moult in which
all thc^ feathers are replacecl . Some body-feathers
ot breeding hirds are shed by late May, the remi-
ges and rectrices not until the young have fleclg-
ed . The birds at the northern edge of the breed-
ing range, which breed only once, mouh in }uly .
tn the Neusierflersee area, Austria, the hirds
hreedinf; late isecond broods) start to moult the
hody-teathers in July and complete the moult of
the remiges and recirices in August-Septemher or
even later . The moult of non-breeders has not yet
been studied .

Adult plumag e
After the first compiete moult in summer-autumn
ot the second calendar-year, ie, after the first
breeding season, the hirds acquire the adult plu-
ma);e which dneti not differ signiticantly from Ihe
first-winter plurnage in hoth males and females .
The feathers of the hreast and belly are delicately
tipped whitish, making the underside appear
brighter ; however, not with such conspicuous
wave-like hands as depicted in Cramp & Sim-
mons (1980 : plate 63) . The white-spotted feath-
ers in the wings and scapulars are now lacking

(except for the hrightly coloured douhle . row of
fine spots on the dark back which is visible in
eac h plumage but whi( h hecomes less obvious
through abrasion and which may disappear alto-
gether towards spring) . Furthermore, the whitish
mottling disappears on the underside of males,
leaving them uniformly t;rey (Íit;ure 4d) (except
for the more or less hlac:k-handed rear-flanks ; cf
sketches in Glutz von Blotzheim et al 1973 : fig-
ure 67 ) _ The brightly coloured fringes to the grey
head-feathers abrarle, making the grcw area on
the head larger than in 1he first-winter plumage .
In temales, the face can he grey (the ear-coverts,
however, remain hrownish) and in older birds
the throat may also be grey. In males, the grey
gets wider on the forehead and the region above
the eye. The colour morph described by Ditt-
herner & Dittherner ( 1 98 5 : `forehead and crnwn
grev-hlue') may have heen a old male . The dif-
ferences in the pattern crt grey on the head as
well as in the brown hues on the underside of
feniales are prohahly not only age-related hut
also reflect the variahility which is commonly
found in the larger popuiations . As in Water Rail,
the upperpart coloration is highly variable ; it
ranges from hrit;ht olive-hrown to hrown and
pale rusty-brovjn . These colour morphs, how-
ever, which may rlominate in a particular area,
do not justify the distinction ot subspecies
(Gawrilenko 1926, Kleins( hmidt 193 .5) .

In adult birds, the fringes to the tertials bleach
to pale yellow in spring-suninier (Dittberner &
Ditlberner 1985) and contrast with the black up-
perside, making the character of the brihhlly
coloured stripes on the upperside obvious in
flushed birds (together with the un( vrtain flight
vvith the dangling let:,s) I.figure 7d) .

The gleamint; underwing-coverts ,ind axil-
laries are hrownish to ashy-grey without any
white patterning . The outer weh of the outer pri-
mary sometimes shows a white edge or miritlíng
which has already I,}een clescrihecl in Naumann
(1899) . In the field, how(,ver, this is not at all
conspicuous (cf Spotted and Baillon's Crakes) .
This pattern is hiy,hly variahle in Little and
Baillon's Crakes and can not be used as a
cli ;tinguishing character as suggested by Gerher
(1972) . Some variation in this white pattern was
illustrated hy Rokitansky (1953) . Unfortunately,
the sketches by M~rz (19691 have not heen
corrected hy K Banz (Márz 1987) . A'true to life'
fit:;ure was given in Gerber (1952} . Harengerd
(1971) published a photograph of a first-winter
bird with white on the outer weh of the outer
primary .
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172 Little C:rsr<e / Klein 1>tiraterhnen Pcrrranij p , rn ,,i,
idult male, Nevslc~riu~rst•[~, Austri,i, 98 lul~ 19H7 IP<°ler
l3e,d~er]

173 I.ildc> Crrl.e / Klein W,itcrhr.u•n Pnrz,rnm pr,in<r,
aclult fernil(, NcusierJlersee-, Austri,i• 11 lulv I I )Nï
rYcie r C3ec ker l

174 Little Crake ! Klein V1'atf-rhnr,n Pori~rn,r rJrura,
jukc-rnile, 36 dav~ olrf, Slcinliudc•r h9eEár, vicrlcrti,uhscn .
(_`,ermany . 2 juh, 19{,f, rPo fr•r Hc•[ka°r~

175 1 ittlc Crake / Klein bb'atcihioen 1 1ur1 ,in,r rrartia .

juve•nifc•, filat, Israel, 18 `til~wt•nihc•r 1~r9U lF,nr•n ti,rr1
Dii~en!

176 1nlc CrA'e r Klein 4Valerhnen Por~,~n .~ p,rn•,r,
,xfuR temnle, Sleinhuder ~Mef•r• Nicdertiachsen,
Gcnliany, 5 june 1')66 íYe c•r13c•( . kcrr)
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Baillon's Crake 1

Genera l characters
It is hardly smaller than Little Crake, only in di-
rect comparison the size difference is visible
(wing length 85-100 mm) . In all plumages, the
short primary-projection (due to the long tertials)
is the best character to separate it from Littie,
which has a long primary-projection . In the clos-
ed wing, the primary-projection is only 10-15
mm (and usually Iess} . Only two to three prima-
ry-tips are visible (in Littie, the primary-project-
ion is at least 25 mm and at least five primary-
tips are visible) . Even at longer ranges, the long
wing-tip is visible in Littie, in Baillon's Crake
hardly any wing-tip is visible . Note, however,
that Spotted Crake also has a short primary-pro-
jection . When the longest tertials are missing,
which is exceptional because they are moulted
simultaneously to the primaries, more primary-
tips are of course visible (Dut( h Birding 11 : 135,
plate 87, 1989) . See sketches in Niethammer
(1942), Zimmer & Rensch (1928) and M~rz 11969,
1987) and photographs of Little in Bauer (1960),
Kónig (1967), Harengerd (1971), Dittberner &
Dittberner (1985) and Delin & Svensson (1989)

and of Baillon's in Becker (1982by, Box (1986),
Delin & Svensson (1989), K~nigstedt & Langbehn
{1989) ; see also figure 5 .

The tail is also short and, since it only rarely
stretches the neck, Baillon's appears more thick-
set than Little . The appearance is more like that
of a Spotted and likewise it often flicks the tail .

The upperside is nut- to rusty-brown (paler
brown in Little) with black longitudinal spots and
n,,any white speckles, points, branched stripes
and rings outlined by biack on the back and
wings, contrasting but only visible at close range .
The crown is brown, the feathers with a black
shaft-streak, the neck and sides of the neck are
brighter, the feathers without a black shaft-streak .
The underside is grey, the flanks and undertail-
coverts are clearly banded black-and-white . This
pattern almost reaches the middle of the belly
and is, therefore, more conspicuous than in male
Little which also has a grey underside . Males and
females are hardly dïstinguishable . The bill is
grass-green, never showing red at the base ( cf
Little Crake) ; the iris is red and the legs are pale
o íve-green to olive-brownish .

The upperside of juveníle birds is as in adult
b rds, also with (sex- and age-related?) variation
in the coloration and extent of the speckling. The

1 Please remember that the English species name has to be pronounced in French (like, eg, Richard's Pipit Anthus

richardi), as Baillon's Crake was named after the French natural history collector and dealer Louis Antoine Fran4ois

t3aillon (1778-1855) in 1819 (but already discovered and described in 1776 by the German ornithologisi Peter
Simon Pallas) .

200

178 Little Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parua,
adult female, Neusiedlersee, Austria, 3 july 1992

(Peter 8ecker )

177 Littfe Crake / Klein Waterhoen Porzana parva,
adult female, Neusiecilersee, Austria, 17 luly 1987

(W Huber)
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underside is washed-out brownish-grey, the
flanks and undertail-coverts are more clearly
banded than in juvenile Little and darker.
Juvenile Little also has a brighter upperside than
juvenile Baillon's . Without direct comparison,
inexperienced observers wilJ certainly have
problems . The longer (Litt€e) or shorter (Baillon's)
primary-projer.tion shou€d, therefore, always be
checked. The iris, leg and bill colours of juvenile
Li[tle and Baillon's are not or only rarely slighily
ciifferent . The legs are brownish-grey or hright
olive-brown, the bill is horn-coloured and the iris
olive-green to brownish (for details, see below) .

In flight, it is as agile as Spotted and neither
'unwie€dy' nor 'slow' as llicev & Flint (1989)
claimed . When flushed, it immediately swoops
down again e€egantly into the sedges, looking
small and dark . A brightly coloured leading edge
to the wing, which is still given as a character in
handbooks and field guides, is not at all obvious

180 Baillon's Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzarta pusil-
la, juvenile, Dupen near Wolfsburg, Niedersachsen,
Germany, 7 September 1981 {Peter 8ecker) . Note fine
white spots

181 $aillon's Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusi!-
la, adult male, Wiilfel near Hannover, Niedersachsen,
Ge•many, 17 June 1961 (Peter Becker)

in the field since the white rnarginal wing-coverts
are found on the underside of [he wing (in con-
trast with Spotted, figure 2j . The whitish edge to
the outer web of the outermost primary (some-
times absent) and the distal alula feather are too
narrow to be seen in flushed birds (piates 179-
180) . In checking this character in 40-50 flushed
Baillon's, 1 never observed a white leading edge
to the wing. Claims of Baillon's based solely on
thi~; criterion shou€d be rejected or assigned to
Spotted (eg, Muller 1939, Jacoby et al 1970) .

The speckling on the upperside is not as ob-
vious in flushed birds as the bright stripes in
Little . Even when concentrating on these char-
acters and after repeated ilushing, which is al-
ways to be condemned, the green bi€l and the
red iris are only rarely visible .

Juvenile plumag e
Since it is among the latest migrartts to return t o

lp2

179 Baillon's Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusil-
!a, juvenile, Wierthe, Niedersachsen, Germany, 8 Sep-
terri ber 1966 (Peter Rosemeyerl
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184 Baillon's Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusilla, adult female bathing, Baddeckenstedt, Niedersachsen,
Gernlany, 9 June 1976 (Peter Becker)

185 Saillon's Crake / Kleinst Waterhoen Porzana pusil la, adult, Sunderland, Durham, EngEand, May 1989
lPavrd Tipling/Windrush) .
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central Europe ifrom mid-Mav), it only has time
to breed once, usually in June-Jufy .

The transition from the black downv to the
juvenile plumage (figure 5a) is more or less simi-
lar to that in Little Crake . The same applies to
the development of the iris, bill and leg colours .
Al this stage, birds are easily misidentified as
Little . The bill, however, never shows anv red .
The upper mandible and tip are dark horn-
coloured, the lower mandible is brownish-yel-
low up to the middle, later turning completely
greenish . The legs are not as greenish as in Little
but rather bright brownish to greyish-flesh (rare-
ly visible in the field) . The iris colour is chanKing
from nearly black to olive-brown, greyish
around the pupil and more brownish at the
edge, later turnin#; hright brown, Good pho-
tographs of juvenile birds were published in
Schaftenaar f 1984) and Box (1986) .

The head and sides of the neck show a wash-
ed-out bright hrotivnish pattern, the ear-coverts
are somewhat darker. The chin and throat are
whitish, the breast is bright brownish -with a
washed-out dark hrown wave-like pattern . The
hellv is ~„,hitish with clear brown transverse
waves, the flanks and undertail-coverts are
black-hrown with whitish bands and dirty mottl-
ing . The overall coloration is darker than in
Little . The centre of the forehead and crown
show black-hrown feathers with a wide rustv-
brotivn fringe, the neck is hrighter, the feathers
on the side of tbe neck ace brighter brown with-
out a hlackish sh,jft-streak . The back is black-
brown, the feathers with a rusty-brown fringe
and white stripes and spots fmany of which also
show some black}, forming rows of spots on the
back together with white on the scapulars (cf
photographs in ©elin & Svensson 1989 ; tigure
5b) .

The leading edge to the wing is uniformly
brown without any white (cf 4Nater Rail), The
tips to the greater and median wing-coverts,
tertials (darker than in Littlei and scapulars are
warm rusty to olive-hrown with numerous ir-
regular white spots, speckles and stripes outlin-
ed by black (highly variabie as in adult birds) .
The white spots show a blackish centre which
is not found in Little . This pattern is only rarely
mentioned (Naumann 1899, Conrad von
Baldenstein 1981) . Whether this character is re-
Iiable and useful in the field should be check-
ed. The black-brown secondaries and more
rarely the primaries often have white spots near
the tip . For other characters, see the adult plu-
mage .

First-winter plumage
It seems to moult the juvenile plumage earlier
than Little Crake, already before it migrates in
August or in the wintering area (although there
are only few reliahle data) . The first-winter plu-
mage is almost the same in males and females .
The upperside has less spots and stripes than in
the juvenile plumage . The underside of both
males and females is now grey . The flanks and
the undertail-coverts are blackish with white
bands which are more or less pronounced but
always more contrasting and extending further
onto the belly than in Little . The narrow bright
brown fringes to the fresh feathers of the un-
dersíde soon abrade . Towards the next hreedink
season, the upperside gets darker through the
abrasion of bmwnish feather-fringes and some
white feather-tips as wel I as more contrasting due
to the remaininK white spots . Youn); females no+v
show even more white on the chin and throat
than first-winter males .

Both males and females now have a bright red
iris and a vellow orbital ring which can he more
conspicuous and sometimes slightly swollen in
males (SzabG 1970) . During the hrceding season,
the bill is grass-green, with the culmen and tip
somewhat darker, always without red . The legs
are pale cJive-green to olive-hrUwnish (for
details, see the introductory section on the bare
parts) .

Adult plumage
The adult plumage is acquired during (or some-
times after?) the breeding season afte~ a complete
moult during which it is also flif ;htless . The
moult, especially of unpaired hirds, is largelv
unknown . Bv late July, 1 still found males which
had not yet moulted. Although the fresh adult
p(uma#;e is similar to the first-winter plumage, it
becomes even more beautiful and contrasting
due to abrasion in the wintering area . Females
retain a white chin and are, therefore, under
favourable conditions distinguishabie from males
with the more intense uniformly grey underside
from the chin to the flanks . The rest of the plu-
mage and the size are basically tbe same in both
males and females. It may be that males are
more contrastinglv coloured but this needs to be
checked . The amount of variation in the brown
coloration and the white pattern on the upper-
side as well as in the black-and-white []attern on
the flanks and the undertail-coverts is consider-
able although seemingly not sex- or age-related .
It does, however, allow individual recognition in
the field .

2f15



lrferrtitrcation ot W 3ter Rai1 and Porzana crakes in Europe

1 could not confirm the sex-related pluma8e
differences recorded by Niethammer (1942),
who claimed a brown specklint; behind the eye
in feniales, and by Szabó (1970), who observed a
(presumably older) female with brown in front ot
and behind the eye. Of the 25 adult Baillon's
Crakes 1 16 males and nine femalesl 1 checked,
onlv one male showed brown on the ear-coverts .
All other rnales and femafes had grey sides of the
head, ie, the sanie colour as that of the under-
sirle . Another male showed brown bands on the
tlanks apart from the black-and-white bands.
Both variatioris, brown on the ear-coverts and on
the tlanks, are comhined in figure 5d. This aber-
rant hrown coloration may he at;e-related or
possibly just a colour variation ; it is, however,
certainly not sex-related . Unfortunately, Szahb's
exceptional finrl went down into field guides as a
character of temales (eg, lonsson 1978, 1992) .
Glayre & Magnenat (1977 } also observed two
slightly different plumages in a breeding pair
which could be observed at close range .

The white outer web of the orrter primary has
already been mentioned in the description of
Little . For variations in this white pattern, see
Rokitansky ( 195 3 ) . This'character' is ot no use in
the field since the white is too inconspicuous
and sometimes lacks altogether . The outer web
o1 the lart;er alula feathers may also show a nar-
row white edge or white spec:kfing which is,
however, not obvious in fl,vinl ; birds. Un-
fortunately, Ilicev & Flint ( 1989) introduced yet
another mistake bv stating that the 'shaft of the
first primary' is 'white' .

The tail has 10 rectrices (sometimes 12,
Hansen & Oelke 197 .3) . It is rounded and black-
hrown in all plurnages . The fresh rectrices show
a rusty- to olive-hmwn fringe which abrades
more or less during winter . The outer wehs of the
outermost rectrices sometimes show white spots
which can he outlined hy black ,

The remit;es bleach durint; winter and turn
hrotivn . The underwing-coverts and axillaries,
which have a silky Sloss as in the other species,
are grey- to black-brown with white spots near
the tips (the under primary coverts) and faint
white cross-barring lon the underwing-coverts
and axillarie.st in which the white spots and
streaks are outlined by black . The barring on the
rnderwínt; is not as conspicuous as in Water Rail
and Spotled Crake and may even lack, reducing
the white pattern to the feather-tips . The marginal
underwing-coverts are white .

Sora Crake
This Nearctic crake is a vaf;rant in Europe, with
12 records in Great Britain up to and includint;
1993 (Rol;ers & Rarities Committee 19921, ihree
in Sweden, one in Franc.e and one in Spain
(Lewinhton et al 1991 ) (for records of ship-assist-
ed hirds, see von Jordans & iviethammer 1957
and Weber 1973) . More precise plumage descrip-
tions can be found in Ripley (1977), Cramp &
Simmons (1980) and Roberts (1984) . The separa-
tion trom other PorzrIna crakes was discussed by
Wallace (19761, Roberts {1984) and Lewington e.t
al .:1991) . Good colour photographs of adult birds
were published by Rogers & Rarities Committee
(19 86 ), Gul in Í 1 987 1 and Kaufmann (1988) .

J uvenile plumage
The upperside is as in adult birds, the crown and
neck are somewhat hrit;hter . The sides of the
head are dlrty white, the ear-coverts brownish .
The grey cmderside and the black face of adult
birds are still lacking . The chin and throat are
whitish, the sides of the neck, breast and upper
belly are buff-brown without white spots, the
bellv is whitish . The flanks are olive-brown s,\-íth
white barring, not yet as contrasting is in adult
birds . The iris is olive-green and the bill bright
brownish, the culmen dark horri-coloured, the
lower mandible brighter . The legs are bright
brownish to flesh-coloured . This plumage is easi-
ly misidentífied as the hrit;htly coloured juvenile
plumage of Spotted Crake ; however, it lacks the
white speckling on the hearl, neck, throat and
breast .

The post-juvenile moult takes place in sum-
mer-autumn (descriptions in Wallace 1976 and
Roberts 19843 . As in Spotted, the feathers ot the
underside and Isome of?i ihe uppertiirie are now
replaced . The fresh grey and black teathers of the
underside and head stili show a brit ;htly coEour-
ed fringe (Cramp & Simmons 1980} which ab-
rades during winter so that in spring birds start to
breed in a plumal;e similar to that of adult birrls .
lu~.enile and adult bírcJs are depicied in fit;ure 6 .
As in Spotted, older birds may be distinguished
lrom first-winter birds by the more contrasting
piumaKe, especially on the heari .

Adult plumage
It i, similar to Spotted Crake hut somewhat
smij11er . The black face is characteristic ; the fore-
he,rd, lores, chin, sc}metimes throat and throat
stripe extending onto the breast are blac :k . The
ear-coverts are brown, the rest ot the sides ot th e
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FIGUR€ 6 Sora Crake / Soraral Porzana carohna ( Christnt ) her Schmidtl . la1 juvenile, Ih) cicful t

head, above the eye as well, sides of the neck,
throat, breast and belly are grey without any
spots, the vent is whitish . A small triangular
white spot is present behind the orhital nng (fig-
ure bb) . The flanks show conspicuous narrow
bands of white, olive-hrown and black . The
undertail-coverts are whitish, fading laterally
towards pale yellow, brighter than in Spotted .

The crown is dark brown, towarrls the neck
brighter brown to olive-hrown without a white
speckling . The mantle and scapulars are olive-
brown with black spots (the teather-centres
hlackish), the white feather-fringes are more deli-
cate and narrow, not as obvious as in Spotted .
The back, rump and tail are hlack-hrown as in
Spotted hut with fewer white spots . The wings

207

186 Sora Crake/Soraral Porz ana carolir7a, tirst-winter. St Mary's, Scilly, England, october 1991
tl7avid r;ptinF;MVirirfrushl
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are dark l3rown with narrow white fringes only to
the seconcfaries, tertials and coverts, not as
contrastint; as in Spottec.l . The hrown fringes to
the tertials are not as bright as in Spotted . The
edge to the outer web of the outerrnost primary
and alula are whitish. The whitish leading edge
to the wing is not as conspicuous as in Spotted .

The powertul bill is yellow, son)ewhat gre,v-
greenish towards the lip, with the base of th ~
upper mandihle swollen durint; the breeding
season; however, never with anv red or orange
as in Spotted . The iris is hrown to recl-hrown .
The legs and toes are green to yellotiti--green .
Fernales have a less contrasting pattern on the
head, showing less black .
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Samenvatting
tit~r.Eru M rwc i VAN Wnrrkrtwi --\Nn PO kz~-Kxrrtv IN
Er Euri„~ De kenmerken en verenkleden van vijf kleine
ralachtigen, de in Europa broedende Waterral R.rllus
aq uaticus, Porseleinhoen Pnrzana porzana, Klein Wa-
terhoen P parva en Kleinst Waterhoen Pposilla, en de
als dwaal) ;atil voorkomende Soraral P carnlina, worden
gealetaiileerd beschreven en af);eheeld . De algemene
be5c'hríjvinl;en van de soorten worden gevolgd door
kenmerken van de vier te onderscheiden kleden : dons-

jort; . juveniel, eerste-winter en adult . Enkele he-
lan# ;rijke touten en tekortkomingen in recente veld-
gídsen en handhoeken worden genoemd . Enige nadruk
wordt gelegd op de kleuren van de naakte clelen che
belangrijk kunnen zïjn bij het herkunnen van de dons-
jorgen en tot verwarring hebben geleid met betrekking
tot adulle vogels . De helderheid van het licht he7n-
vloet#t het samentrekken en doannee de kleur van de
iris ; hleken door de zon, temperatuur ídoor wisselende
doorbloeclinKl en watersamcnstellint; kunnen van
inv!(red 7ijn np de kleur v,in cle naakte clelen nie t

1 t)ri

187 Sora Crake,' Soraral Porzana carullna. tirst-winter,
St Mary's, Scilly, England, Octoher 199 1

IDatiicl iipfrn€;h-birtdruchl

188 Sora Crake / Soraral 1 'ur7ana caroNna, ldult,
Churchill, Manitobi, Canada, lune 1 9,3 3
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opvallende variaties als gevolg . De pootkieur van
Kleinst Waterhoen, vaak beschreven als roze of vlees-
kleurig, is in feite groenachtig .

Bij V11aterral kunnen de witte strepen op de vleugel-
dukveren en zelfs op de slagpennen samen niet de zeer
variabeie onderstaartdekveren verwarring veroorzaken
met de Yorzana-soorten . Ook hij Porseleinhoen komen
veel (zeldzame) variaties in de onderstaartdekveren
voor, variërend van zwarte veertoppen tot vrijwel vol-
leclil; zwart-witte bandering . De witte vieuKeivoorrand
die vaak als karakteristiek voor Kleinst Waterhoen
wor(1t genoemd, is in feite typisch voor Porseleinhoen
en soninlige W3terrallen . Witachtige veerzomen aan de
lertials zijn, vooral bij liet opvliegen, een belangrijk
kenmerk van Klein Waterhoen . Het voornaamste ken-
merk om Klein en Kleinst Waterhoen in ieder kleed te
onderscheiden i5 de structuur van de vleugel (handpen-
projectie veel korter in Kleinst Waterhoen) .
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Records and photographs of soft-plumaged petrels' As
part of an analysis of recofds of the various forms of

'soft-plumaged petrel' Prerodroma feaeJdeserta/madei-
ra/mo1lis, Jon King, Tony Marr and Andy Swash wpuld
like to receive information on any records of these
forms in the North Atlantic . Information should include
date, place, time, number of individuals, prohable
taxon involved and, if possible, a plumage description
and information on weather conditions at the time As
part of ihe same study, photographs (of any quality) of

the following Prerodroma taxa would be greatty
appreciated for reference use and possible subsequent

publication : all forms in the 'soft-plumaged petrel'
group (those listed above, plus all southern forms of

P moNisy, Herald P arminjoniana, Bermuda P cahow,
Black-capped P hasitata and Atlantic Petrels P incer7a .
When sending records and/or photographs, please indi-
cate whether they can be used for future pubiication ;
any use of such material will be fully acknowledged . If
at all possible, please reply by 31 lanuary 1996 to : lon
King, Edward Grey Institute, Department of Zoology,

South Parks Road, Oxford OX1 3PS, UK ; e-mail :

a rroyo@vax . ox .ac . u k l .

D BA-nieuws

Betaling van abonnementsgeld voor 1996 Bij dit num-
mer van Dutch Birding treft U een acceptgirokaart aan
waarmee het abonnementsgeld voor 1996 kan worden
betaald . Gelukkig hoeft de ahonnementsprijs dit jaar
niet verhoogd te worden . De abonnementsprijs blijft
NLG 57 .50 . Wij verzoeken u dit bedrag voor 1 februari
1996 over te maken . In verband met de kosten die ver-
bonden zijn aan het versturen van herinneringen en
aanmaningen zal voor latere betalers NLG 5 .00 extra
in rekening worden gebracht. Ook voor Belgische
abonnees zal het abonnementsgeld niet verhoogd wor-
den . Zij blijven BEF 1250 betalen .

Voorts verzoeken wij u om voor alle abonnements-
zaken het speciale adres van de abonnementenadmini-
stratie te gebruiken : Dutch Birding Association, p/a
Anja Nusse, Symtoniestraat 21, 1312 ET Almere,

Nederland .

Payment of subscription for 1996 We request our sub-
scribers to pay their subscription rate for 1996 as soon
as possible . The suhscrip(ion rate will remain unchang-
ed for subscribers in continental Europe ÍNiG 65 .00)
and subscribers outside Europe (NLG 70 .00) . For
British and lrish subscribers, there will be a sliKht in-
crease in the suhscription rate, whic h has now been set
at GBP 25 .00. We kindly request to follow the instruct-
ions on the enclosed invoice . Please do not pay by
bank (NLG 20 .00 extra costs), cheque íNLG 20 .00
extra c.-osts} or giro (NLG 6 .50 extra costs) . Preferahly
use Eurocheques, payable in Dutch guilders, as this
will cause no extra costs . Payment may also be made
hy credit card (Access, Eurocard, MasterCard or Vísa) .
Please state account numher and expiry date and
append siKnature . (Note : This method of payment is
not applicable to subscribers resident in tbe Nether-

lands and Belgium .) British and Irish subscribers can
pay by Sterling cheque {GBP 25 .0 0 ) or Eurocheque
(GBP 25 .00 or NLG 65 .001 . Subscribers who will not
have paid by 1 February 1996 will be charged NLG
5 .00 extra . For all subscription matters, please use the
special subscription adminsstration address : Dutch
Birding Association, cJo Anja Nusse, Symfoniestraat 21,
1 312 ET Almere, Nethertands .

Telefoonnummers beheerder Dutch Birding-vogellijn
Hieronder volgen enkele nuttige telefoonnummers niet
korte toelichting voor gebruikers van de l)utch Birding-
vogellijn (06-320321 2H ; 50 cpm) en de I)utrh Birdint ;-
inspreeklijn (07$-6180935) en voor semafoonbezilters .
Indien de inspreekiijn niet bereikbaar is, hijvoorbeeld
door een storing in het systeem, funxeert het privénum-
rner van beheerder Remco Hofland als inspreeklijn : dit
nummer is 071-521 2436 . Voor zover mogelijk luistert
Remco elke twee uur de ingekomen beri( hten op de
insireeklijn(en) af . Tussen het tijdstip van de ontdek-
king van een soort en het tijdstip waarop heel vogelend
Nederland daarvan op de hoogte is kunnen dus enkele
uren zitten . De mobiele telefoon van Remco 1.06-
52707210) is in principe alleen bedoeld om vanuit het
veld de berichten op de vogellijn te kunnen verande-
ren, dus niet voor sociaal verkeer . Alleen in zeer drin-
gende gevallen kan het wenselijk zijn om te proberen
Remco via dit nummer te hereiken . Probeer echter
altijd eerst aanvullende informatie via de vogellijn te
verkrijgen (onder 'actuele waarnemingen' of onder
'semafoonherichten') . Het automatisch overzetten door
onze computer van semafoonberichten naar alle sema-
foongroepen E'piepergroepe.n' ; inmiddeis zijn dat er
vierl blijkt de achilleshiel van het systeem te zijn . Er
wordt nog steeds gewerkt aan de vervulmaking erva n
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maar tot nu toe is Renxo . nadal hij eerst (1e votellijrl
heeft ingesproken, nog vaak genoodzaakt veel hande-
linl;en te verrichten om alle piepergroepc'n te hedie-
nen . In tijden van hoogspanninf; is het onvermijdelijk
dat de beheerder keuzes moet maken hij zijn service
aan de piepergroepen ,

De aanvullende informatie die men kan inspreken
na het doorgeven van een semaforrnbericht via de
computer is voor iedereen die de semafoonberrchten
afluistert te horen, dus niet alleen v[x>r cle beheerder ,

WP reports

Probeer in cir' korte tijd die u heeft het tíjdstip v .in
knspreken te nnemen en, in[lien moKelijk, aanwijzin-
gen te geven hoe cle vogel op cie meest verantwoorde
wijze te twitchen is .

Als alles t>erfect functioneert kan deze servic e van
de DBA zowel voor vogelaars niet als voor vcrgelaars
zonder semafc>(m heel interess•int zijn . Voor niels gaal
alleen de zon op ; dus ook de DBA beraadl zirh op [lil
moment op de vraag hoe de gentaakte kosten le verha-
len zijn op de diverse gehruikers . Gils v -\ r. r rk Br 4 1

This review lists rare rnd interestint; hirds reporterl in

the Western Palearclir in August-Oclober 1995 an<i

focuses on north-we41r'rn Europe. Infurmation coverin};

earher reports is includ['d as well . Marly August repcrrl,

were dealt witfl in the previous review . Additiorl.rl

C)(toher reports will he includeci in the next review
Some records ot spe(ies outside the WP are also

mentioned . The report, are largely unc hec ked and their
publication here does not implv future acceptance hv

the raritíes committee rri the relevant [ nuntrv .

A first-summer White-billed Diver Gavia ad.inisii

remained on Fetlar . Shetland, Sc<,tl .inrl . from 17 lulv

into Odober . An adult Pied-billed Grebe Podihrn!>u,

~~rx1r[eps and a hvhrid Pied-hrllerl x Little ( ;rehr'

l~rrhybaptus rcrfrcuflis were reported .a} ;ain zt Stithi,arn

Rc'tiervoir, Cornwall, Eny land . in irelanrl, a Blaek-brow-

ed Albatross Dinmedr,t rnelanopilris was seen on ~r

pelal ;i( trip 4 km wuth-west of Cape Clear, Cork, on 'i

September and anothcr oft Malin He,uL f)qnegal, on

11 September. Two alh .itroc,es werc' ,>I~[r reportecl fronl

Nunvay. On b Aut;ust, three so ft -plumaKed petrels Pte-

rodrrarna feae/de4c rt,t rn .rrleira nu>l7i, were seen wilhín

Azores waters, 270- ;Illr km off thf• catit['rnmost point of

the archipelago lct t)utc h Birdinr; 17 : 71), 19951- On I S

August, two Buiwer's Petrels 13ulcarri .r !>uhwerii were

photographed within I'ortut,uese w,lters . at 38 :44 N

11 :5t1 W and 58-4 ; N 11 :46 W. The first fnr Ihe

Netherlands w,ic phntot;raphed aI M,iasvlakte, Zuirf-

holland, on 21 AuL;util (Birding World 8 : 333, 1995 ;

l7utc h Birding 17, i 72, 175• 180, 1995, t)n 5 August .

twn Little Shearwaters Puriinus assinrili5 fle vti 2211 kin

west ui Aveiro, Portugal . There are ~a-rruus questions

ahuut the validitl• ui Ihe Mascarene Shearwater

P atrudorsalis, Ihe rec[ ntly descrihed species front the

western Indian O[ean fairdinL; World 7 : 274-27i 5 ,

1994 ; Bull Br C .)rnithol Club 115 : 75-87, 1[~951, and it

has even been sul;y;etilecl that, +n tmt, Ihe juvenile hird

at Eilal . Israel, [m 18-21 June 1992 m .ry have cons ern-

ed P lherminieri hmulluru, the subspeci{,ti nf Auduhon's

Sheantialer breedinr; on Mauritiuti, Réuuion and

Seychelles (for adriitirrn,ll disagreements, see Sea Sw .il-

lovv 44 : bf), 19'JSj . In Gernlany, ~r White-faced Slorm-
petrel f'elagodrom,3 rnarin .r was seen bv four (rhti('rv['rs
tr( ;m the ferry between Helgnlanrl and ( :uxhav[•n,
Schleswig-Ftol>lein . on 7 ()c ta>hr•r A Wilson's Storm-
petrel Oceanitr5 ureanicu, {>it SI he, . Cornw .lll . un 24
Sc•Irternlx'r was Ihe first 13nd-I>,rreri Fnl;lish sikhting rur
nine vears . Sint :le adult White Pelicans Peler .rnus orw-
rrntalus were reported al Sanmklesi fish-ponds Poi,tnd,
on 20 lune, at Sait-lean-cle-I rri, Pvrénées-Atl,tntiques,
France, on 4 August, at Orhetelio, Toscana, It .>ly, on 7-
8 .August ~sn(I a ju enile al Ihe Ta};us estuary, Portuhal,
un 21 Aul;um. \ frigatebird fr(•tat.t fÍew orí Holyhr:•ad,
Dun Lao};hir[• terry, Ireland, on l September .

In October, a Western Reef Egrel Etlretta g ul,rris tivas

seen again in 1he Ebro delt .>, ( .u .ilonia, Spain . In Ihc•

Sinai, E} ;yp1, ,a juvenile Yellow-hilled Stork h9Vc7r'r ij

iI,)rs staved frum 1 i Augu51 unlil at east 3 Septem4ler it

the sewage ponds uf Sharnr-ek-5he•ikh in a> rout> r>t up

to 2000 White Storks Cïcnni.r i irunia lmuc h Íur1ht•r

north than usuali The fourth record of Glossy Ibis

Plegadis lal( inr'Nus for Finland r oncc-nled ,a fln[ k of up

to 39 at Limirka on 14-21 Septemher. Also dtrrinp;

Septemher, a flock of up to 20 was stavinn in 1hr• Fliro

delta . The tifth for the Canarv Islands wati trre~e•nI at

b5aspalomas, Gran Canaria . on 7-8 Oclober aixi inc in

IreEand on Z8 October . The eighth Eurasian Spoonbill

Pf .3talea leucor(Klia for Finlanri an(I the Ilr,l IwEt(Ihihle

since 1979 wa, seen rit Hailuoto hetween t> anri 19

August The Greater Flamingo Phnenicoptr-rus ruher

roseus colony in the Ehro [leli,r produced 1 2'1' Survn•-

ing young in 1995 and is n[uw the onlv c'ne in Sp .iin

and the secorni largest in lurnpe aiter thmt ot the

Camargue . Rouciles-du-RhOnr', Fr<rnce . In the ti'ether-

lands, a finc k of 18 Lesser White-f ronted Geese A nsr°r

erythro p us hati arrivecJ near Anjum, Friesland, on 21

(J(tober In th[• morninl;t>f 21 Octoher, a Ross's Goose

A rossii in a IarL;e flock of B,lrnarle Geese 6r.mtd 7r ,e i -

cupsis lancked `or 45 min in i meaciow at Ottenhy.

Oland, Stiverlen hetore continuing ilti flight in southern

(lireclion, pn)I)al)ly tc) its wirlter quarter5 in tll e

Netherlands Ict BVrding bbbrk! fS : 139, 19951 . In 5ep-

Ir)urch tiirdirx{ f' 2 I 1 -_!' é uAroher 1 9 4}I 11 3
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tember, the male Black Duek Anas ruhrip es on Tresco,
Scilly, EnL;land, st .tved lor its 18th consecutive month ;
a lemale was srcn ,at Lissaftrifiin, Cork, on 6-18
Septemher. A Lesser Scaup riythva affinis at Getteriin .
Fialland, on 17 May 1994 and a Black Scoter h4el,tnitia
amerir.an,r at Se( ;erstad . Oland, have recenllv been
icc eptecl as firsts tor Stiveden .

On 15 Aul;ust, a juvenile Black-sitouldered Kite Elanus
caeruleus was seen at Sharm-el-Sheikh, where it is a
vagrant . In mid-Chtoher, Ihe sec .ortcl tor C:alalonia slay-
ed 20 km from the Frencli border at Aiguamolls de
I'Emporda . A juvenile White-tailed Sea Eagle 1-faGae-
etits .ilbicilla in the southern Sinai on 23- 2 4 August
was the first tcx Egvpt since Y9 .54 . In Ca1alonia, an
adult Spotted Eagle Aquila c hur,4a arrived in the Fbro
delta crn 21 (ktoher. In kt<ífag .i, Spain, Ihe hvbrid
hreeclinh Iwtwet,n a temale Spanish Imperial Eagle
A adalherti and a male Golden Eagle A chrysaerus
resulted in two chicks, one of which fleclgecl jusl bef€ re
a fire destroyed Ihe nest . A jcivenile Bonelli's Eagle
Hier,laetus tasciatus was discovered within the Vhehors
military area on Vlieland, Friesland, on 17 Septemher .
LSurin{; the following clays, groups of birders were
transported by anny truck towards the Dutch air force
commancin tov.er in the centre of thi5 vast area ; from
Ihís tower, the eagle could he seen despite the
presence oi jet fighters having their praclice flights
vahich included heavy artillerv and homhing .

Appareritly, the rnilitary activity failed to impress the
eagle wfiich stayed until 20 September when it was

scen flyinP south high above Texel, Noordholland . It
was the second record for the Netherlands and the first

of a livc hird . The first Dutch record concerned a juv-
enile malc found dead on 24 lanuary 1958 near the

German border at Breedenbroek, Gendringen, Gelder-
land (Lirnosa 32 : 107-11(?, 1959)- To illustrate this Spe-
ries' rare occurrence in northern Europe, it is note-
worthy that, eg, there is only one record tor the
combined area ot Gennanv, Poland and Sweden : a
third calendar-year male fotmd dead in the Hakel
foresl, S,ichsen-Anhali, Germany . There are up to three
records for Denmark of w•hich the first was a recently
identihed individual found dead in Nordjylland in
1957 and originally misidentified as Spotted Eagle
A cl.rnha (the second and third were both at Skahen,
Nordjyll .tnd, on 17-18 May 1974 and a second-year on

2 May 1995) . There are several records in northern
France and Belgium, mostly in September .

An olzservation of a Hazel Grouse Bonasa lx~nasia at
Kreis Merzif;-Wadern on 8 August indicates that Ihis
species siill survives 4n Saarland, Germany. ln late July
and August, 16 Little Crakes Porzana parva were trap-

ped and rinhed at Ihe Alten Spreemiindun8, Branden-
burg, Germanv; these inc luded young from at least twn
nests . In Cyprus, a peak of 345 roosting Demoiselle
Cranes Arttftrolwicles virl;o was counted 11 Akroliri on
5 5eptember ; more than 1000 passed throuf;h Lake
(lhilli . Armeni.i, during 2-9 September . An Dysler-
calcher 1 hremafopus nsfralet;us showing characters of

the Russian subspecies H o longiliennis was identified
al the Hortobáf;y fish Ixrnds, 11unPary, on 30-3t
August . A Cream-coloured Courser Corsorius cursor
was seen on Guernsey, lersev, Channel Islands, on 2-b
C)ctoher. A juvenile Collared Pratincole Glareola pra-
lir7cota stayed at Les Alla€IuE~s . Pas-de-( aIais, north-
western France, on 6- : i 1c tober . A Killdeer Plover
Char7drius vocirt'rus was l .tresent at Ballycotton, Ire-
land, in late Octoher. A Lesser Sand Plover C mnnl;o-
!us photographed at La Poinle d'Aiguillon, Vendée, on
21-22 luly (Eiirding World 8 : 332, 1995) will he the fírst
tor France if accepted . On 9-1fi August . a moulting
adult American Golden Plover Pluviali, donrinlca was
present al Praía de VitBria, Terc.eira, Azores . The third
to fifth Sociable Lapwings ('hellusia gregaria for Swe-
den were adults seen at Vishy, Gotland, on 1 Septem-
ber and in SUne at Gisliivsh3mmar on 12 September
and at Hagestad on 14-?h September, respectively .
(7ne was discoverecl al ihe ,tiletz-Nancy airport,
Moselle, France, on 15 Septemher, a juvenile stayed in
southern F]+7rset, England, from 14 ()cloler, one was
reported at Deventer, Overijssel, the Netherlands, on
1 i> October and the firsl for Portugal wa, a first-year in
n id-C7ctoher . In Egypt, thiree solitary White-tailed
Lapwings C leucura were fcrund rlurinL; St•ptember. In
Fr.mce, a juvenile Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris
p :rsi!!a was present in Loire-Atlantique on 25-26
August . In Enpland, adults stayed in Sc ilEy from 29
August untíl 18 September and one was trappecl a1
FarlinKlon Marsh, Harnpshire, durin( ; 2-3 September.
The first for the Canary tslands was seen al Tejina
ponds on Tenerife on 18 C7ctober . In the Azores, an
adull Least Sandpiper C mimrtrlla in worn summer plu-
mage was photographed at Praia de Vitória, Terceira,
on 9-10 August . In Pas-de-Calais, a first-winter stayecl
al Les Attaques from 26 to at least 30 Uctoher . In the
Netherlands, the identity of a controversial juveni4e
stint in a flock of c 50 Little Stinls ( . minuta at Groote
Kreten, Noordholland, on 21-25 Septemtx-r has been
suhject of much debate . When pictures were serit by e-
mail, many European hirder5 appeared to identify it as
an aberrant Least Sandpiper and many in North
America opted for an aherrant Little Stint, while other
species like Red-necked Stint C ruiicolNs and Tem-
n-inck's Stint C ternminckii were also mentioned . A
hybrici Lit11e x Temminck'ti rriight he the only solution ;
apparenlly, surh hyhríd h,i~ never heen ídentified he-
fore . The firsl Baird's Sandpiper C b.tirclii for t3ell;iurn
was a juvenile staying al Lcsn,SChamps, Namur, on 4-8
Gctober . Five juveniles were tiec.n in Eny,lanrf rluring 5-
24 September and two singles were reported in France
during 11-14 September. In Ireltmd, al least three juv-
eniles were present hehveen 31 AuL;ust and 10 Seplem-
b .-r . An influx of nine Bu ff-breasted Sandpipers Jryn -
gites subrutïc.ollis in Irr°I .and included Iw€) un Cape
Clear (the first for this islanrl smce .40 yearsl mnd four at
Tacumshin, Wexford, un 9 September. In Fn3nce, up to
six were stayinL; at Pointe de la Torche, Finistère, on 2-
23 September lone had heen ringed on C)uessant on 14
Svptemherl, A Great Snipe ( n!linat ;o media remained
on Fair Isle, ShetEand, fron 31 Auhust lu 23 Seplernhe r
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and another was present here on at least 19 September .
In the Netherlands, hunting of Common Snipe G gaffr-
nago has now heen banned from 1 January 1996
onwards, following concern about the survival of Great
Snipe expressed in, eg, Dutch Birding 17 : 106-112,
1995 . Three Whimbrels Numenius phaeopus at Arax
Valley in August were apparently the first for Armenia
since 1928 . In Clare, Ireland, an Upland Sandpiper
Sartramia fongicauda flew past Loop Head, Kilbaha, on
9 October. Another was watched for three hours on St
Mary's, Scilly, on 12 October before it flew to Cornwall
where il was briefly seen at Polgigga on 21 October .
The fírst for the Netherlands was a flighty and frequent-
ly cailing individual seen by more than 100 twitchers
during its five hours stay at Maasvlakte on 28 October .
A Greaier Vellowlegs Tringa melanofeuca at Ánger-
manland on 4 june 1995 has been accepted as the
second for Sweden . A Lesser Yellowlegs T rlavipes was
present at C)lmeviken, Vïrmland, Sweden, on 13-14
August . In France, one stayed near Plouhinec, Finistère,
on 19 September. The tbird for the Canary Islands was
seen at Maspalomas, Gran Canaria, in mid-September.
A Spotied Sandpiper Actitis macularia at Lowry's Lake,
ArmaKh, on 3-1 3 September was the first for Northern
Ireland . On 20 September, a Grey Phalarope Phala-
ropus firlicaria was seen at the Zaranik protected area
in tbe norihern Sinai where also up Co 25 Red-necked
Phalaropes P lobatus were staying in this period .

An immature Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichfhyae-
tus flew past the l3osporus, Turkey, on 25 September. A
pair of Mediterranean Gulis L melanoc ephalus bred ror
the first time in the Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla colony on
Helgoland ; the attempt was unsuccessful because, just
hefore the two eggs hatched, a Kittiwake chick got into
the nest and was subsequently adoptecL becominy, the
fattest young in the colony . A juvenile Sabine's Gull
L sabini at Rheindelta on 2 September was the second
for Austria . As early as 26-28 luly, 18 juvenile Audou-
in's Gulis L audouinii were photographed in the AIKar-
ve, southern Portugal ; on 3 August, a juvenile was seen
at Lishon harbour, Estremadura, Portugal The second-
summer discovered on 15 june at Boulogne-sur Mer,
Pas-de-Calais, was last reported on 27 August icf Bird-
ing World 8 : 263-265, 1995 ; Dutch Birding 17 : 120,
171, 1995}. In the northern Sinai, up to five were stay-
ing at Zaranik hetween 8 September and 7 October .
On 13 October, the adult Glaucous Gull L hyperboreus
at Brouwersdam, Zeeiand, the Netherlands, had return-
cd tor its 12th winter. An adult Royal Tern Sterna maxi-
rna was present in the harbour of Tanger, Morocco, on
21 September. A Forster's Tern S forsteri was reporied
from Waterforcl, Ireland . on 30 October . A Tufted
Pu ffi n Fratercufa cirrhata seen al sea near Halmstad,
Halland, on t and 8 June 1994 Icf Dutch Birding 16 :
162, 1995 ; has recently been accepted as the first for
Swedert and Ihe WP.

A first-year Great Spotled Cuckoo Cfamatort;landarius

was reported hy a sini;le ohserver fronn Piaam, Fries-
land . on 7 Octobc .r A Ycllow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus

americanus was seen at Morpeth, Northumberland, on
15 (.9ctober. In Scilly, one stayed alive for al least three
hours on 19 October. At Cape May, New Jersey, USA,
at least 145 Northern Saw-whet Owls Aegolius acadi-
cus were trapped and ringed in the last week of
October . Apparently, the find of a dead Red-necked
Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficolfis at Skagen, Nordjylland,
Denmark, on 4 October 1991 was recently submitted .
An exhausted Pallid Swift Apus pallidus was picked-up
al Weggis, Luzern, Switzerland, on 2 June . In Germany,
it was an excellent surnmer for breeding European Bea-
eate rs Merops apiaster; eg, several pairs bred in
Sachsen-AnhalL three near Trier. Rheinland-Pfalz, and
20-25 at Kaiserstuhl, Baden-Wiirttemberg . This sum-
mer, only one sighting of European Roller Coracias gar-
rufus became known for Germany. where tbis species
recently got extinct as a breeding bird . In Austria,
however, the breeding population of 10 pairs in
Oststeiermark has now Fieen stable for five years .

A Cliff Swallow Hirundo pyrrhonota was briefly seen

on a few days from 22 to at least 28 October at Spurn,
Humberside, England . On 28 October, the 14th Short-

toed Lark Calandreffa brachydactyla for the Nether-
lands was found in the colourful company of Shore

Larks Fremophila afpestris at Dintelhaven, Zuidholland ;
the next day, it was singled out and taken by a Great

Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor. On 13-14 Ck3ober, the

third Oriental Skylark Alauda gufgula for Egypt was
seen al the Sharm farm, southern Sinai, together with

10 Richard's Pipits Anfhus richardi (Ihe largest number
ever recorded in Egypt)- A Crag Martin Ptvonoprogne
rupestris was seen tor a few minutes at Beachy Head,
East Sussex, England, on 9 October. Reportedly, an ear-
ly Blyth's Pipit A godfewskii was trapped on Norrskár,
Finland, on 28 September . The season's first Olive-
backed Pipit A hodgsoni for Britain arrived in Scilly on
28 Odober. The season's first Pechora Pipit A gustavi
stayed on Fair Isle on 13-17 September, another was
present on Foula, Shetland, on 21-24 September and
ornc was seen al Nanquidno, Cornwall, on 5 October .

A Citrine Wagtail Motacilfa crtreola photographed in
Oklibbeha County, Mississippi, USA, on 31 january

and 1 February 1992 has recently heen accepted as the
first for the USA (Birding 27 : 367-368, 1995) . On 25
August, one was photographed on Helgoland, Schles-
wig-Holstein, Germany . The fifth for the Netherlands
(and the second for Noordhollandi was a first-winter
foraging amongst White Wagtails M afba al Petten on
25-29 September. In Catalonia, one was trapped at
Encanyissada, Ebro delta, in mid-September lcf Dutch
Birding 1 7 :6-1 0, 1995} .

Reportediy, a Rufous-tailed Scrub-robin Cercotrichas
gaiactores was found on Zingst peninsula, Rostock,
Germany, on 6 October. The first successful breedinK
of Thrush Nightingale Luscinia fusc.irria for Sachsen,
Gerrttany, since c 185(1 occurred al Stausee Bautzen . A
first-winter at Landguard Point, Suffolk, England, at-
tracted manv visitors duriny, its stay from the last week
of August to 15 September. In Sweden, a Red-flanked
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191 1'eilrnV-hillerl Slnrk / Afrikaan~e Nimmerr,at ttt -r w -
ria rLtiti, juveniic . wi ;h White Storks iOuiev<a.ir . ('ir rwi,r
c icuni.t, Sharm-c•f-Shcik, Sinai, E g ytil, 1 iAu} ;utit 1')r)S

~ Lho u Ef,il,kerl

Bluefail l;rni_err <qarturu~ ~ti~as reportecl il V,i .wr : ;•irn,

(, ,tl,¢neL w 1 ;̀r•ptrrnher. li acceptc~d . a tr,m .ilE- White-

throated Robin !r<rni.r gutturali~ aI Hnhurs;en, (i~rtl,ancl
on •f ;~utntit will hc Ihc scventh ior Smrric•n . A Rock

Thrush 1lurNku1a on 14-1(r Sclrlrmhci It+'i
at I nuli 1 It ad, Kilhaha, %aas the >c~cu~7rl sc>r 1wl .incl ; 111,1
iir,t nc r urrc•cl 21 yc ars ar;n . On HelgnJ,inrl, ,7 White's
Thrush hirrfhe•r.7 ti,rum . i vvas hre•tient Inom íf) Sa~lrlc~n~-

hr•r until al Ir•<(>t 1O~tuhc~r . A Hermit Thrush (rtl i,rrus
guNafus w,rti tiec•n crn Fair Isle on 113 Ort<>hrr. ;A Swaín-

son's Thrush (" u Yul.rfus wis tr,ippec! nn 1 un<ly, I)r•von,

EngI,rncL rin Ortr>her and, in Fr .vncc• . r :n<- ~t .ivt•c! nn

Oueti,,+nl on I f,-I ROctoher. In a Irreti r lc ,i,r cl .rt cl

22 Sc.'p[c~mhc~r 199 ~, the B( .)LIR(. .unnnun( r•rl Itmi i4 ,i,

recenlly .u cc {itc d Ihe sptit of Grev-cheeked Thrush

C rttfnirnus nlu twrl pecies : a mtitru wd hr•rk,rA

ThruSh com;7ri~,inl; tiro suhspec ieti, ( rn crrr~rr ;~,r, ;ncl

C m .ific i,tc•, .intl the munotypic Bieknell's Thrush
C hic~kne~lli c l bVihun liull 1o5 : ~47- ;7" 1]'i',- liinlmt~

~~7 : SitS- ir>h, 1945t . ~~toreover. the• FS( )t'f:( ~r~~ ii~titi~c^cl

all rer<x<iti ind cleciclc•d Ihat Ihere i, nri .rrcr~l7l .rl>Ir~

recorcf nt tiicknell's 1 hrush (or Brit,iin .inrl hc~l .inrl Ir<m-

tra liirrling Wtrriai % : i77, 1'3V•}; ~ Í Dulrh

Birding I(> : 254, 19941 . An elusive Veery (~!uu c-,rerrr

wd6 tiel•n mn 20 - 2 1Ortoher in 4Vctilc~ni I,Ir•~ tir idf .uul,
ancl ít rr=,ilrl7e•.ire•d on 28 Qctohc•r ,1 Blark-Ehroafed

Thrush lurdc» ruli< - il1i, atrnr;uha n , ti, . , Ii,i,,ni ,it

SunihurF;h, Shetlancl, on 1-2 Octnhcr .

Sit Zitling Cislicola's Crsticola runciclis on 1.i r•I,inrl in

Septemhe•r nnc~,rlkIhe norti ermmo~t hrr=evlim ; nei wrl

tor the Nelhc rl,7itcl, and Europc . The irr,t Paddyfield

Warbler :Irax c~ph .rlu ; al.tricola ccrr Arrnc•ni,i \ti,i, r

winter tral)Ixurl .rt Slep.inauan on 1 .-~ Au) ;u5 t inrl . in srl

ditirm, threr tivc~re ~em al Armash in `Netiuemher . lhe

first lor Slmin w,iti Ir,il)I)eil at the Elrro rivr,r u17 1

bNP rr°purf s

len7her A juvt•niir tis.i . trappecl al Pori, Finiand, on S

Septemher, .zncrther v~,7, ~cvn on Fair Isle crn 't 1'

Septen7her and ont- w,i, Irapliecl ,7t Trun~ctl . Fini1lCrU,

tin 15 Septeriher. ~hr aficgc•d Blyth's Reed Warbler

A durneforu n 1 Ir,rtrlx•cÍ ,it Duns;c•nu55, iCent . on 2 ti :,

tiemher 11141 ,tp>Itr .rrti tn 1t .ivc• hec•n rint;ecl i, i Reed

Warbler .1 sc ir17.r~{°u , .it Sk.irst,7d, liinktipinl;, 5vvc•ol(-n,

on 29 Suptemher 19') i icrmtr,r Rin); & ,b1i);r I(o : 1t -r •S,

1995 ; Dutch Birelin,q 17 : 1?4, 19951 . On 12 Srpte•n)lher,

the tirsl Qlvth'S Reec! 1V<rhicr ior Suilz-erl,inci vv,i~ Ir,rli

pecl . li acceplyd, i Basra Reed Warbler 1 ri<r•!<fi Ir,rlr

pecl severil time, anri nnr;e•ri 71 C .7nnl V'cll 1

Ebro cieita, on Ifl-I ; Hctuhc : tic ulrf he thc l irtil 1,1
Spain amd Eurot• . A Pallas's Grasshopper Warbier
Loruste!!a rr rthir hr %t .i, rc•Ixrrter! ,3t 41,irtle .h,ini .
Suiiolk . on S(I Septemher •inc! .7nuther was tralrluerl in
Fr,incc• clciring thc• iir,t v rc~k oi [)ctobE•r . In Shetl .rncl, r
Lanceolated Warbler 1 f.fnc e•u7,ata ava lraht c r! il (< II
un 111 Sc~l~trrnh~ r,rnci .muthc .r sl<3yed pn Ihr E,irnc•
51ancK NcxthunihE'rf,rnrl, un t Ir-i 7 Septr•niher . lit
Nonv .ry'. arnc, w,rti rin);fvl in NorrI-Tresrvlt°I,i); un 2 ?
Septemhec On ( ;otl .rnrL ,3 Sykes's Warhler Hill~nl,riti
e.tli,k .rt,i r.ama was rini;eei al 1 l(1irur) ;c-n rm 3 Sc~lrEc~mhe~r ;
the iirst tor Swecien h,7d lie .c•n nn O1,7nc1 rm 'r, AuF ;u~l
19113 . Durin); Sc•litc•mhe,r, lavc, Booted Warblers ft t

lli~!ata ~+erc• rclrr7rlerl ~n En .r ;f,rnd arul htin in ~rr~ll,rnrl .
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The fifth and sixth tor Ihe Netherlands were briefly pre-
sent at De Cocksdorp, Texel, on 19 September and al
Maasvlakte on 6 C)ctober . The eighth Dartford Warbler
Svfvia undata for Ireland was found at 1-look Head,
bVextnrd, on 13 October. A temaie-lype 5pe ctacled
Warbker S conspiciilata was reported from St Kilda,
Western Isles, Scotland, on 10-22 September . In
Britain . ,ix Greenish Warblers Phy!loscopus trochiloi-
des were present durint ; ! 7-24 August, 24 during 2-11
September and eight during 14-20 September . In tiie
Netherlands, one stayed at Katwijk, Zuidholland, on 3-
7 Septernber . A late individual stayed at Brownstown
Head, Watertorcl, Ireland, on 14-18 C.?ctober. The first
Arctic Warbler P borealis for Belgium was twitchable
at Heist, Westvlaanderen, on 6-8 September. Another
was reportecily present on Helgoland on .3-4 October .
From 29 August to 20 September, 13 were seen in
England and Scotland . A late influx ot Radde's
Warblers P schwarzi in Britain included five during the
last week and an additíonal four in the last weekend of
C)rtober. In treland, a Dusky Warbler P íescarus stayed
on Cape Clear from 19 until at least 3{) October .
Possihlv the tirst Eastern Bonelli's Warbler P orientalis
for Britain was callinf; al b1lhitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, on
20-29 September .

In Catak}nia, Spain, 15 first-year Penduline Tits Remiz
pendufinus were ringed at the Ebro delta in August

1995 ; al the Lhrhreta[ delta . t 10 pairs have bred . An

adult male Isabelline Shrike L a nius is<abeNinos was pre-
sent at Deerness, Orkney, Scrstlanrl• on 1(1-16 Septem-
ber and one was reported from Wales on 27 October,

In Sweden, one or two Steppe Grey Shrikes 1 meridio-
nalis pallidirostris stayed at Slrxkviken, (-1otland, from

30 August to 3 September . From late luly to míd-

Septernber, more than 34 ( I 0 1 Nutcracke rs Nuci(raga

carvocatacres in Finland constiluted one of the largest

invasions ever. ln the Netherlands, the Iwo long-stayinl;

House Crows Corvus splenden, remained west of Ihe

Harwich terry at Hoek van Holland, Zuidholland ; he-

ssdes, a third individual now appears to have been pre-
sent near Renesse, Zeeland, since November 1994 (cf
Bull Br Ornithol Club 114 : 90-100, 1994 ; 115 : 185-

187 . 191)5), Both Carrion Crow Con-us c.-orone corone

anc Hooded Crow C c comrx bred for the first time on

Hefi ;oland, alheit in a mixed pair. prnducing five

yocng . In the Sinai, a juvenile Rosy Starling Sturnus

roseus was seen at Sharm-el-Sheikh on 15 and 23
August . The earliest-ever Red-eyed Vireo Vireo oli-

vacrus for Ireland was seen un Cape Clear on 14-20
Sepiember . The tirst tor Belgium spent late afternoon at
Blankenberge, Westvlaanderen, on 13 October. The

first for Spain was a juveniie kitted by a car near
Tarragona, Cata[onia, on 19 (1)ctober . In Britain and

Ireland, a record 24 were reported in the second half of
Septemher and October . The first breeding record o f
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Canary Serirrus canarra for Lanzarote, Canary Islands,
occurred near Haria this sumrner. A male {Eurasianl
Siskin Carduelis spinus on Attu Island, Alaska, on 21-
22 May 1995 Iphotographed and whsequentlv shotÍ
has recently heen accepted as the first for the LJSA
f8ircfing, 27 : 368, 1995) . From Lapplancl, Sweden, the
largest irrvasion of Two-barred Crossbill Loxia feucn-
ptera since 1987 was reported . The secund Desert
Finch Rhodospiza olnoleta for the Netherlands staved
on TerschellinK on 5-6 October ; like the first, it iti
regarded as an escaped cat;e-hircf ithe first was
arnongst Greenfínches C chloris at IJmuiden, Noord-
holland, from December 1989 to h5arch 1990) . In
Scotland, a Tennessee Warbler Uermivora perekrina
was photographed on St Kilda on 26 September . A
Northern Parula Parula americana stayed on St Agnes,
Scilly, on 10 Octoher. The first and second Ye1low
Warbiers Dendroica petechia for Ireland were difficult
to see at Brownstown Head on 11-12 Octoher and at
Kilbaha, Clare, from 12 to at Eeast 21 Ortnber . The
second Chestnut-sided Warbler D pensy7vanica for
Brftain and the WP was watched in late afternoon at
Prawle Point, Devon, on 18 October. The second Mag-
nolia Warbler Ll mmt;nolia for the WP was reported
from iceland in October. A Yellow-rumped Warbler
!) coronata stayed on Tresco on 4-1 7 Octoher and an-
olher on North Ronaldsay, Urkney, on 1 3Octohec ()n
14 October, a one-day flight of I50 000 occurred at
Cape May, New ler~ev. USA. A Blackpoll Warbler
D striata was present in Scilly during at least 27-28
October . The first Bay-breasled Warbler D castinea for
Britain and the WP was videoed hv íts two ohservers
between Sennen and Land's Fnd, Cornwall, on 1
October . A White-crowned Sparrow lorrotriclxa leu-
cophrys spent the atterrnoon at the harhour of Liver-
pool, Merseyside, Ens;lan(f, on 2 Cïctober . Also in
England, a Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos was
seen on Tresco on 22 October and at the Norfolk/
Suffolk border on 28 October. A hybrid Pine Bunting x

Yellowhammer E c ltrine•!Ia stayrd vn Fair Isle on 28-29
October. Four Yellow-breasted Buntings F aurer~la
were seen in the Netherlands : on Vlieland on 3 and 9-
10 September, op Terschelling on 3 Septemher and at
Westkapelle, Zeeland, on 1-1 September . In Octoher,
the first for Spain was trapped and rinKed on Cabrera,
F3alc•arics . In Britain, a first-winter niale Rose-breasted
Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovician u s stayed at Ventnor
Bolani(al Gardens . Isle of Wight, from 3{) Octoher- In
Finistère, France, a Bobolink f)olichonyx nryzivorus
was reporterl al Trunvel c n I5-1 7 Auku,t and, in Scilly,
one was present on Si M<try's on 20 Ock :>her.

For a number :>f reporls, puhliaations in Birdiny ;, Bird-
ing ~,Vnrld, Birdwatch, Bird WatchinR, British Birds .
Limicola, Ornithos, VIr FáKelvïrld and World Bird-
watch were (onsulted . News from Britain was kindlv
supplied by Birddine 10891-70(1-222) and Rare Bird
News i0881-888-1111 . We wish to thank Erik lan
Alhlas, Mincly Baha El f)in . Sherit Baha FI Din . Theo
Bakker, Peter 3arthel, Andy Butler, Rolf de By, Tony
Clarke (Canary Islanrls), Paul DeBenedirtis, Gerald
Driessens, Hugues Dufourny, Mar( Ducluet, Enno
Ehels . Klaas EiRenhuis, Shawneen Finnegan, .Annika
Forsten, Gábor Vacuta . Steve Gantlett, Ïerrv Guillaume
ÍSwiss Bifinguil Birdlinel . Kicard Gutiérrez, Hans ter
H&ar, Int;rnar Flarry, Kees Hazevoc°t, Jeff Hii;gr7tt, Erling
V Jirle, Lars Jonsson, Guy Kirwan (OSh1Ei, Alan Knox,
Elske Koelstra . Jan van der Laan, Paul Lehman, Harry
Lehto, Gail Mackiern,m, Pierre Le Marechal, Anthony
McGeehan, Rithard MillínKtnn, Dominic Mitchell,
Dirk Moerheek, Hans fvtom, )oe Morfan, C.olm C
Moore, Killian Mullarney, Gerafcl Oreel, Colin Richard-
son, ( ;ary Rosenherg, René van Kossum, lohn Ryan,
Bjorn Linar Sakseicl, ~Vim van der Scho1, Bob Scott .
Noel Shillcoc k Gunter De Smet, Dave van der Spoel,
Lars Svensson, Carlo Vanclerijdt, Ignaz Wanders and
Zoltán Ecsecli lor their help in conipiling this resview .

Arnoud !3 van den BerK, UuinluslparktiveK 98, 2082 EG Santpoort-Zuiri. Netherlarui~
George Sangsterr, rti'ieuave Krjrr 27, 2312 ffl Leiden, Nethe rl.3nri.s

Recente meldingen
Dít overzicht van recenie meldingen van zeldzame en
interessante vogels in Nederland cn België beslaat
voornamelijk de maanden augustus-september 1995 .
De vermelde gevallen zijn merendeels niet peverifieercl
en het overzicht is niet vr,llediP, . Alle vogelaars die de
moeite namen om hun waarnemingen aan ons door te
geven worden hartelijk bedankt .

Waarnemers van soorten in Nederland die wnrrlcn
henordeeld door de ( ommissie Dwaalgasten Neder-

landse Avifauna wordt verzocht hun waarnemingen zo

spoedig mokel jk toe te zenden aan : CD :NA . Posthus
45, 2080 AA Santpoort-Zuid, Nederland . 1 liertoe gelíe-
ve nten ,eErui4: te maken van CDNA-waarnemingsfor-
mulieren die -,veneens verkrijP,baar zijn hij hoven-
staand adres .

Nederland
DUIkERS TOT VAI .KEN De gehele prrio<Íe, verhlr,et a,iri

de oostkant van Texel, Nocrrdhnll,inci, er , n Ilsduike r

IOutrh f3irdinK t .': 219-2 2fi . c,A7nher 1995 1 Yr
11)



Recente meldingen

Gavia immer. Grote aantallen Noordse Stormvogels
Fulmarus glacialis werden geteld op 28 en 29 septem-
ber, respectievelijk 916 en 724, langs Terschelling,
Friesland . De klapper van het jaar betrof de waarne-
ming van een Bulwers Stormvogel 8ulweria bulwerii
die in de ochtenduren van 21 augustus rondhing bij de
Westplaat, Zuidholland . Dagen met grote aantallen
Grauwe Pijlstormvogels Puffinus griseus waren 26
augustus met 23 hij Terschelling, 27 september met 52
bij Westkapelle, Zeeland, en 29 september met 20
wederom bij Terscheliing . In totaal werden vanaf 25
augustus reeds 160 exemplaren langs onze kust geteld .
Noordse Pijlstormvogels P puffinus werden slechts in
enkele 10-tallen gezien, voornamelijk in de laatste
week van september. Vale Pijlstormvogels P mauretani-
cus werden gedetermineerd op 1, 3, 4(twee) en 5
augustus en 16 september hij Camperduin, Noordhol-
land, op 2 augustus bij Vlieland, Friesland, en op 2
september twee bij Westkapelie . Twee Stormvogeltjes
Hydrobates pelagicus passeerden Westkapelle op 28
september. In totaal werden vanaf 28 augustus c 60
Vale Stormvogeltjes Oceanodroma leucorhoa gemeld .
Topdagen waren 27 en 28 september . Een Kuif-
aalscholver Phalacrocorax aristotelis zat op 1 septem-
ber in een wegberm bij Oosterland, Zeeland, Andere
verbleven van 2 tot 5 september op Terschelling (twee)
en op 12 september te Maastricht, Limburg, Vage peli-
kanen, vermoedelijk allemaal uit Avifauna in Alphen
aan den Rijn, Zuidholland, ontsnapte Kleine Pelikanen
Pelecanus rufescens werden opgemerkt op 3 augustus
bij Scheveningen, Zuidholland, op 10 en 11 september
in de Bandpolder, Friesland, en op 21 en 22 september
bij de Grevelingen, Zeeland . Van 12 tot 24 augustus
verbleven tenminste twee Woudapen Ixobrychus minu-
tus bij km-paal 23 .5 langs de Oostvaardersdijk,
Flevoland . Drie andere werden in augustus gezien bij
Bergeyk, Noordbrabant, en één op 22 augustus bij de
Lepelaarsplassen, Flevoland . Kwakken Nycticorax nyc-
ticorax waren tot 15 augustus bij fijsden, Limburg, op
10 september in de Eemshaven, Groningen, van 16 tot
20 september tenminste zeven bij Veere, Zeeland, op
21 september bij Sas van Gent, Zeeland, en op 22 sep-
tember bij Vlissmgen, Zeeland . Kortstondig aanwezige
Ralreigers Ardeola raJloides werden op 2 augustus
gezien bij Arkel, Zuidholland, en op 14 augustus bij
Wervershoof, Noordholland . Het aantal Kleine Zilver-
reigers Egretta garzetta nam in de loop van augustus
sterk toe . De schatting voor de gehele Delta eind au-
gustus is 100 á 1 50 exemplaren . In de rest van het land
werden er nog eens c 25 vastgesteld, waaronder negen
op Texel en vier langs de Oostvaardersdijk . De gehele
periode verbleven enkele Grote Zilverreigers E alba in
de Oostvaardersplassen, Flevoland, en maximaal twee
op de Strabrechtse Heide, Noordbrabant . Verder waren
er van 4 augustus tot 12 september maximaal drie in de
Lauwersmeer, Groningen, op 14 augustus één bij
Deventer, Overijssel, op 10 september één bij de
Ventjagersplaten, Zuidholland, en op 24 september één
bij Langerak, Zuidholland . C 50 Zwarte Ooievaars
Ciconia nigra deden ons land aan, voornamelijk tussen
8 en 31 augustus . Opvallend zijn de waarnemingen

van zes exemplaren op 18 augustus zowel bij Har-

kema, Friesland, als langs de Praamweg, Flevoland ; in

de dagen daarna werden op verschillende plaatsen in
Flevoland nog exemplaren opgemerkt en op 31 augus-
tus werden er zeven gemeld hij de Fngbertsdijksvenen,
Overijssel ; de laatste waarneming was op 25 septem-

ber bij 's-Hertogenbosch, Noordbrabant . Zwarte
Ibissen Plegadis falcinellus waren op 16 augustus aan-

wezig bij de Makkumerzuidwaard, Friesland, en in de
tweede helft van augustus bij Vlaardingen, Zuidhol-
land . Flamingo's Phoenicopterus ruber roseus bleven

niet onopgemerkt : op 5 augustus drie bij de Workumer-
waard, Friesland, op 8 augustus drie bij de Steile Bank,

Friesland, en op 10 augustus in de Lauwersmeer . Het
vermelden waard is de adulte ongeringde Dwerggans
Anser erythropus op 13 en 14 augustus ten zuiden van
de Lepelaarsplassen . Voornamelijk in begin augustus

werden c 90 Casarca's Tadorna ferruginea werden
geteld, waarvan c 30 in Zuidwest-Friesland en op 5 au-

gustus 47 bij de Stichtse Brug, Flevoland . Een vrouwtje
Ringsnaveleend Aythya collaris van verdachte oor-
sprong werd op 16 september gezien bij Kornwerder-
zand, Friesland . Witoogeenden A nyroca werden

aangetroffen op 5 augustus in de AW-duinen, Noord-
holland, op 13 augustus in de Ooypolder, Gelderland,
en van 15 tot 26 augustus langs de Oostvaardersdijk .
Zwarte Wouwen Milvus migrans trokken op 3 augustus
over Katwijk, Zuidholland, en Groningen, Groningen,
op 6 (twee) en 26 augustus over de Lauwersmeer, op 8
en 15 augustus over Fijsden, op 16 september over
Budel, Noordbrabant, en op 23 september over Texel .

Slechts twee Rode Wouwen M milvus werden gemeld,
op 8 augustus bij t.eersum, Utrecht, en op 18 septem-
ber bij Nijkerk, Gelderland . Na eind augustus waren er
ook slechts twee meldingen van Grauwe Kiekendieven
Circus pygargus, op 16 september over Vlieland en op
18 september bij Vlissingen . Een toeristisch evenement

van de eerste orde was het bezoek aan de tweede
Havikarend 1-fieraaetus fasciatus voor Nederland, van

17 tot 20 september op de Vliehors op Vlieland ; niet

alleen diende men doordeweeks een vrije dag op te
nemen, maar ook werd men per busje naar de observa-
tiepost in het militaire oefenterrein vervoerd lmet dank
aan de commandant van de militaire basis en de be-
hulpzame militairen) . Op 20 september waren enkele
gelukkigen op Texel getuige van het vertrek van de
juveniele arend in zuidelijke richting . Van half augus-
tus tot half september pleisterden zeker 15 Visarenden
Pandion haliaetus her en der in ons land ; in de derde
week van september was er een doortrekpiek van
enkele 10-taiien exemplaren . Roodpootvalken Falco

vespertinus werden gemeld op 5 augustus in de
Bandpolder, op 31 augustus bij Wageningen, Gelder-
land, op 9 en 12 september bij Vlissingen en op 17
september bij de Knardijk, Flevoland . Er werden weinig
doortrekkende Slechtvalken F peregrinus opgemerkt .
Wel liep vanaf half augustus het aantal pleisterende
exemplaren langzaam op .

KRAANVOGELS TOT ALKEN Van 22 tot 25 augustus liep
een onvolwassen Kraanvogel Grus grus bij Delft, Zuid-
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h[>Iland, en op :7 ti[Irtrmhc'1~ vlcrt; en er zes iwt•r

Ocgstgeest . Zuidhull, ncl, Steltkluten 1lirnantopus iri-

rr>,rnfrtlaus w erden t;t'rncJ[I r>p 1 S,rur;usluti in de Gn'vr'-

IinL:en, op 11 ~rugirst[r> rlric' mer [ ;runinL;e n en op i

septcrnlx'r in hr't Vt'rrlronken 1 anti va n Sac'ttinE;h[•,

Zc•el,Inrl . CJpv,lll[•nd i , de c[iin[ icir•nlir , k ,ln rivee eval-

Icn van nnE,ecleterntinet'rrle vork5taartplevierert Ghrre-

n1a op 6 aut;ustu, ititic'e in rn+ .trlij r richting rn e r

KMhtiijk en op 11 ,in ; ;ustu5 M e'r , in iuitit•lijke rirhlinh

over Linschoten, Uln', ht . Morinelplevieren Char,rrfriuti

ntr>rineNus werclc'rl op 3 setlt['mhc•r ;;eiirn bij A1ia!-

drlburk, Zeeland, op ; féénl en 11 ~r'Irtenrlrer (tti1;[•el hij

Westkapelle, op 1 1 tie•I>temher op clr ti1,r,l,vlakte_ Luic!-

holl .>ncl, en op T[ xt•1 it`vee . nll I U e ttlernk>er hij

Kurnwerderzand, r>I> 1 i septemht'r lrij Viiain+;( n, op

14 september Itsvet'I Irij het Kennt'n w rnlf'er, \unr[Iht>I-

land, op 15 septemh['r hij Den Uever, Nc>ordhnllan[I .

op 16 s e ptembt>r nvi•rtrekkencl op Vlirl,lncl, op 1 1 ➢ ti[•I>-

lember hij de• 13intelhaven, 7uirlhollanri, en r-lr 21 a'u~

Ie.mher wei.i['r,rm op teseL [-en 'kleine Koudplevier'
Putiafi . dnm,nir .> fulr iwercl op 11) auL~uAu ,
kort t ;ezien nl - [I[' We511)Ia,il . I In[•ere l eic' t;r'rni rc'rir'rcn

nog nm tnl h[^ci,tren zijn gekrrmen over [Ir juislhci[i

van cie cptt'rnrinatie, meent <'[,n aantal •n-,'rrne•rner . [lat

van 21 tnt 2 ; Sehlember <le ['er~te Kleinste Slrandlnper

Calydriti mmcuilla voor yec!['rl,rnd ,l,lnweirl ; v.,}, hil

Groote Keeten, Ncxxdhollan[I . 11e k,ins r• r'i hi -r ,rr)r+t

rlat cIE' ILrV('nit'It~ vogel uiteindelijk c!e e<'r~ue

nlenteerrle hyhr de Kleine x Temmincks Stran[lluper
C rninur<t ~, trnrrrnnc i~ ii z ;rl Irlijl,['n te zijn . Gestreeph:
Strandlopers t rnelant>tc^ wr'rrl[•n aangetrn!rc n tnt i
.luguslu, op It sel, tot 7 aul;ustu, in (le EemAh,rwn, o p

en b,rui ;u,tm hij juiian,ldcrrl> . IVoordh[allancl . ~,rn 7
tot 1,1 tuF;ustus in cle Keer,luispl .+s . Flevnlanrlx•rn IL
tnt i- lu}ustus hij km-pa .li 2 1,5 langs .fe t)u,tv,>ar-
[ler,dilk, n{+ 11 en 18>chtenlhrr in rle tauw[•r~rue['rc n

.?_' 1

194 Havikarenrl - 13orlelli' ; Eati;le Nir•r,+aetu, 1Ltsciatus, Vliehors, b'liel,uul . Frieslancl . 1' tie'luember 1997 rYrfrr !
ib,r .>ndersl 195 ~,rk~t .ranmeeutiti• ,' S .rhrnc's Guii Laru, s,r1)irii . jutcrti[d, :['nlshIJ ven . (lr[rnrnt ;t'n . setrtentht'r V 1 IJ 5

1 r'~> J R 8onn! 19b V'r>rkst<tartmeernven / Sabinc's Gull~ f,trus sabini, lrJr .rlt en juvenkrl . I,ruwersnot , C~r[min)en .
'y auy;ustuti I ~f~i ; r ;lnrle l~ir~1>lrrritil



Recente meldingen

op 17 september langs de Knardijk . Poelruiters Tringa
stal;natilis verbleven tot 6 augustus Ímaximaal driel in
de Eemshaven, lot 12 augustus (twee) in de Wor-
kumerwaard, op 5 augustus op Tholen, Zeeland, op 14
augustus bij de Koudekerkse Inlaag, Zeeland, van 22
augustus tot 2 september op de Maasvlakte, op 2 sep-
temher op Texel en bij liet Dijkwater bij Sirjansland,
Zeeland, van 2 tot 10 september in de Lauwersmeer,
op 10 september aan de Knardijk en op 20 september
hij Veere . Behalve het geval van 6 augustus hij
Bakkersdam ten zuiden van Petten, Noordholland, was
er een claim van een Kleine Geelpootruiter T t7avip es
op 12 augustus in de FemShaven . De Lauwersmeer was
dit seizoen hét gebied o m Grauwe Franjepoten
Nhalaropus lobatus waar te nemen ; van eind augustus
tot begin september verbleven daar tenminste 13

exemplaren . Op vele plekken elders in het land wer-
den er nog eens in totaal 22 gezien . Kosse Franjepolen
P tillicaria werden waargenomen op 2 sel7temlxr hij
Sc.-heveningen, op 9 september bij Camperduin, op 12
en 24 september op Texel, op 16 september op Ame-
land, Friesland, en op 28 september bij Julianadorp en
bij Westkapelle . Vanaf 14 augu5tus werden 16 Kleinste
j agers Stercorarius longicaudus door(;eKeven . Grote
jagers S skua werden vooral in september gezien, met
als topdal; een telling van 6N op 28 september langs
Terschelling . Van het broedvogelfront valt te melden
dat er dit jaar op Wieringen, Noordholland, en bij de
Houtrihsluizen, Flevoland, broedgevallen van de
Dwergmeeuw Larus minufus iijn geweest . Na '-'h

augustus werden c 3t1 Vorkstaartmeeuwen L sabini
doorgegeven, voornamelijk in de laatste week va n

197 C ;rauwe Fr,rnjepoot / Ked-necked Phalarope Phalaropus fohatus, Terschef3ing„ Friesland, septeniber 1995 (Arie
C)utiverkerk) 198 Citroenkwskstaart / Citrine Wagtail Moraci(ta citreola, Petten, Noordholland, 29 september 1995
(Fians Gebuis) 199 Sperwergrasmus / Barred Warbler S,vlvia nisoria, Castricum, Noordholland, 31 augustus 1995
(Andrél van toonl 200 Wilgegors/Yellow-breasted Bunling Frnberiza aureota, Westkapelle, Zeeland, 12 september

1995 (t-tans Gehuis)
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Kr•c i=ntc° rneldin,qr n

<3LIt;u51u4 en cle !u<rtste• week 1=an seplernhc•r . ( sh 11)

<:ugutitus verbleven een rrlult cti ccn juvenie•I ti,rrnrn hij

L,iuwersooK, Groninl;r•n . Vrcx•t ;r• Grote Burgemeesters
1 hvperbnreu.c werden npr;r•merkt op 3,tie{ Irmlx•r hij

Ilmuiclen, Noordholl .nxl, en op S tieptemher hij <Ir tiluiti

t,rn Veere De omk,c%ing xan Srhagen, ticxxsiholl .tnrl,

c .r tut 1 i septemhe•r de Ix•lanl ;rijkste iac,~tir= rrrrn

I achs ( erns Gelochelrrlnn rrilrrtic<r te zien . {)yr !U rn 2h

~au~;rr~tu> w~E•rden da<n '•a re=tilk=r tieveli}ii l11 e•xe•mi

n•n geteld . I?aarnaatil :, r•r r•c•n tir,iirnemint; u{r lei sep-
tc•nth<•r np de Strabn•c hi 1 Iricle . Te)t 11 tic-lilrrnhcr

werck•n niinirnaal rn Reuzensterns S1c•m.r r,r,l >i< )
t;ctc•Ir1, tivi .irv<in vc•le anur I•tn, e•re tijci hleve•n . !)I I 7
en 1E3 se•IitemhE•r uer<I h f I l .trlin,c;en, Fric<sl .rn<I, r•rrn
urlult-winter Witwangstern (7rli<lur~ia. hthriclu, w .r,rr-
l ;e•nnmen . Witvteugelsterns C lcucoplr<ru m•rrle•n
npt ;cmerkt op 2 uul;u+tut hij r!c• Mokkeh,7nk• ( ric•,Lincl,
0p i en 5au};ustus ri c•er hil 1)f•n l7ever . n{> 11 .rutu~~

tnti hij clc< Hautrihslurzrn, v•rn 1{ lot 31 uugustrr, Itvr•e

I,int;,. de [)ostvaarcl<-rtirlijk, op 2 en Ib sc•pleniher hij

Kr)rnwe•rderzan[i en op 1 ; rn 1' stlrtemhrr lu 5rn

Vli<•Ltncl en Hirlinken Frrr Zwarte Zeekoet (yttrhrn

qryil<> tserd op 16 rprlc•nrher t~cticn uilc r•r,rrrll hij

Camlx•rduin . Papegaaiduikers Fr,ttc>rïul, u( trrr wcr-

clen op 14 augu,tus ~iriie=n ijrl) Tersche4iinr;, r,lr i .e•p .
femher langs Vlíelaual c•rr op 2 1 ,etitern4ic•r hij

Sc hr•veningen .

GIEK7-V1 :>I IJ~VI N tr )T ('t)RLEN Oli ~ 3 tichtemhe•r v .•r-r<f

een Alpen g ierzwaluw Apers nu•!lr,r hemelc# hij FI<xxn

op Tc•rtic he•Iling Tiwe Bijenelers ,44r=rrrlas „l~iatil<'r iah•n

op 1 Ituguslu, op 5c hiermonnikuuyq, Frieylancl . Hop-

pen L eprrp, waren %an 1 S to t 1 7 ceptenlhcr •i•rrt-

titierlc; rrp Amr•I .incl, op 17 ~et tr•rnher op cle Maatit f.rktc•

err t an 171 rrt 1,4 ~eptenii3er nli ck• titrahrc cht .r- I ieirlf•,

Vanat "t au~r~titu~ wc•rcl cerz 2it-t•r1 i7raaihalzen len \
jprflll!ll,i eiuor~r•gr•vel . Dii errnrl•l .rr ~-e)u E'en tCrrilrNi-

umhou<Ic•rulc• Middelste Bonte Specht 1)enclrn< olrn ,
m erlius .ranwc•zi~ zijn t;ewc•c=tit in ck• Achtcvhuc•k .

Grlcicrlanrl . Fr=n Korlteenleeuwerik {,tl,rnc~rcll.r f nr-

chycl,trtvl r we d np 18 aut;u .tu, y ;rmeltl op Terschc•I

ling . Van,tÍ FS s-•ptember ~at•rcleri ?t) Grote Piepers -1n

thus ri<lr,rrcli en vanat 1-1 augu5.rrr . e i , i} Duinpiepers

-3 c .tr7tpc•41ri : rhoorE;egeven, Roodkeelpiepers -l cc re+rrcr

vverclen gernc•1d op h ceptemlx•r op Ic•rel en hij 1 fui

zen . Ncxxcihollanci . op 8 en 1 3 tir•Ixemlx r :hac c 1 ul r

Schie,rm<rnnik<snt;, op 14 septs•mlr<=r hij 1Nestkapelir, op

lb ~cplrn her hij Katwijk, Vlie=I<tncl, Ihn Haag, /urcl

h<~Il,ina{, en Knsulc•kefke, 7eelmnrl, op 1 b vn '1 4~r~;tt< nr ..

her o p 13Vhrlanrl en op 23 ~t•plemhrr op ,Amel<rncÍ . Ee•n
eertiW-~%inter Citroenkwikstaart , 4n1,rrlNa citreola wr-
hi e e i ~ , i r t 25 tc t_1el septenihor hij I'e•tta•n tvijícle s;e•ti,il

tiru r Ve•c1e rl,~nrl1- Fen manne•tjc• Azialische Roodborst-

tapuit ~<e \ ir ul,t ti rqcrafa rrtdur.e wertl nlr 17 5ept<rnilrer

va~7rFcnomrn hij Fgmond •i .rn !e•r•, rvnordholl,and _

22 i

201 Westelijke Rer};Íluiter! bb'estern f3un< Ili's Warhler Phc 11a5rul rr~ bunelli, tilaasvl .tkte, Zuidhullancl,
1 i sept<mhcr 14edi fkrrr ran IluRcnl



202 Rote Spreeuw / Rosy Starling Sturnus ruseus, juveniel, Nes, Ameland, Friesland, septemkx~r 1995 fRcx,P Mulderl
203 [ ;rauwe Fitis / Greenish Warbler Phydluscnpus trcxhiloicies, Katwijk . Zuidholland . septemlxrr t9r} :, iMarc GuyI1
204 Raadselstrandloper / Mystery stint Calirlris,juvc•nicl, Gmute Keelen, Noordholland, 24 september 1995 (René
f'i fli 105 Raadselstrandloper / Mystery stínt (,lildnl , jLlV(' nlel, Groole Keeten, Noordholland, 2 3 september 1995

rArrnoucf !1 v .ln clen Berg )

Graszangers ( kricola juncidis werden gemeld op 20
,lugu~tus Itwce'5 in het Verdronken Land van Saeftinghe
en op 2 3 un 24 september merkwaardig genoeg zes op
VFie-larfd, fle• moeilijk op doortrek vasl te stellen
Waterrietzanger Acrrxephalus paludirola werd waar-
t;encrrnen x,ln 15 tot 18 augustus idriel hij cie Kwade
Hoek, 7.uidholland, op 19 augustus op de Maasvlakte .
op :30 augustus re Castricum, Noordholland Ivangst),
op 3 septemher in de Eemshaven, op 15 en Ib septem-
ber op Vfieland en op 17 september ttweel bij Lopik,
Utrecfit . Kleine Spotvageis Hippolais cali~at~r werden
helaas door weinil; vogelaars gezien op 19 septemher
op Texel en op F, oktober op de Maasvlakte . (]p 19
+cpternhcr werd een Orpheusspatvogel H pulyl;lorra
gemeld up clc• 1r1LL .isvltkte . Het w•as een zeer f;uc•d
naj,tar voor 5perwergrasmussen Sylvi.r rrisuri .r. op 2 :3,
24 en 31 .lut;u lrlti v .1n,L3sten bij C:asrric uin, tussen 31

augustus en 24 septemher zeven op Fexc•I, op 3 en 10
seplember op Terschellinl;, op 13 septemher bij EF,-
mond aan Zee, op 14 september bij Kurnwerderzand,
op 15 september op Vlieland en op 17 september hij
de Dintelhaven . Een - soms zingende - Grauwe Filis
Phvlloscopus trochilnirles vc'rhlcKf van 3 lut 7 septc:m-
ber bij Katwijk ; de 7 e soort liet zich derhalve, vcxx het
eer .t sinds jaren, rlrxrr vele waarnemers goed bekijken .
De eerste Bladkoningen P inorn.lrus van dit seizoen
werden gezien op 16 selltemlx r op de Maasvlakte,
vanaí 22 september drie op Texel, van 23 tor 27 sep-
teniber bij Westkape3le en op 10 septeniber ívankstt op
Terschellink . Een le~ukcknern irl de pap vcror de voge-
laars die op 17 selltc•mlrc'r rlf' Maasvlaktc aandeden,
vormde de Westelijke Bergtluiter /' hr nelG die bij de
N .ichtet;alenkeet verhlerÍ Kleine Vliegenvangers (ice-
rfula p.arva verhlevrre op 1 i F•pu inh i bij K<]rnwerder-

1~1 4
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J.'e(ente meldiny;en

zand en van ! 3 Ic.rl 311 septemhr-r op Fr'xe l, Mt er uí

minrlc'r kst'trntiwhare meTciin{;en tian Notekrakers

Nuu ifraga raryrxatatfes kwamen np 1 5t'p1t'ni her van

Emmen, Dn nthe, op 21 septemhe r v,rn Ternerrzen,

Leel<ancl (twee), en op 22 septemher ~,tn l<rntismeer,

Nc)rrrclhnIJ :rnrl . juvenie~le Roze Spreeuwen Sturrws

rosc'u, helen iith op 2 en 14 tielrlrnrhrr zien op

Vliel,tnal ('n x•<trl Ih tot 23 st•pte•nrhrr rrlr -\rncI,tnrl_ De

I,taIstc' Roodmus C ,arpodaeu , e'rithrinu, ~•<rn het :ei-

inf'n ~tirrrl op 1{) septemher qe'medrl op TexeL Orto-

lanen fnrhevira hnrlulana ~tierdr'rt vuurnanrelijk rror-

{;e{;exr'rt tu4,en 30 augustus en ?[) ~eptenti~r [c 'pl .

Voor ktn};c' tijrl waren er maximaal ,u hr r .rrnvezig bij

f1<,t'k v .rn fir,llan<! . 7-uiclholland . Een Bosgors F rci4trt .r

iet ;ic h ntt ! i x{)temher uil{c'hntic! hekijken op

TerstheIlin} ; . Dwerggorzen f lrnif7,r i,tlen op 1 3 sep-

tt'min•r op tic hierrnonnikoris; tv,rnyst] r'rt (, l) 22 en 3(1

epiernber op Iexel . Vo(ir WilgeKorzen f •rua'nhr was
he't r'r'n Ult/uncie'rlifk na[ddr {5 1) 3 wr'plr'rllht'r WdrCn er
exempkrrr'rl utr Tt'rtiChrtlling r•n Vfiel,rncl, op c) en 10

septemher wet'r ren lui deze'Ifde?1 op Vhe'ktnd err op

1 2 st•ptenrtx'r é-_n hij Westkapelle .

lltrtr(f :L1 van 1)onr ['n, Mfx'rtu.stilr<)at 4, 5 2 61 ,-1!) 1'u{ Irt, Nc'rlf'rl,)n(l

he'n)ec) Nofland, Fnnirt{ str,7,af :? 3A, 2 3 1 0 CC Le'irlr'n, Ne'dt'rlan d

Pr°fc'r 41/ W ric k o uti••t, b14rr.tndP 2 3, 3705 LR Je'isf, Nr'clerlanrl

Belgi ë
F'qISF[)RnqV[r( .FLS T0T VALKEN Lan{;s f)mlr'nrie, AWlt-

vla .tnrlere'n . vio{;en in Irltaal 19 2 Grauwe Pijl-

stormvogels Puflrncr . gríseusen langs Zeebru,r;y;e

ltirrtit<la .tncieren, 58'w,tanan respectievr•lijk 185 en 57

rrp ' etrtemlreri . ()p 1 í ~eptemkx'r inrk een Vale

Pijlstormvogel P nt,ruretanrrus I,tn{;s Knk~ilde, kb'es

t~la,3nrit'r('n, en op 15 Seplenther I,anns ( )ustt'nde .

5tormvogelljes 1 trdrnhafrs pel.ry rr trs +Irry;e•n op 8 en

3i) ,rp>ternht r langs (7o5tenrle . Vale Stormvngeltjes

eh c'anr>rlnirn,r 1t'uc nrhna werden }hit'r ~r'zic'n np ES [11 i,

27 niert, 28 [nt'}en1 err ?y selrtrmhr'r (clrie) en langs

7eehru{;ge vlo{;en er twee op 27 u'ptc'niher. Kuif-

aalseholvers Ylral .rc rucnrax aristute'!r, xti•errle'n h' ( )rnt-

enrle np~eniu .rkt op 1-4 auKustuti IhVef'r r'n ulr Fi . 12 e•n

17 rl lr'mhc'r . Het exemplaar van 1 .1 Septernher tivrrci

x,k gevit'r1 lt• Sint-I(les!]ald, \\'r'~tvl,r<rntlc•rt'n, rn te

I.r ;ktiijrie' . Vr•rrasertcl v.as een nmrrlxti,rctien vrr{;el r}p 1 i

,t'ptr'nrhr'r hij Fetitelt Brióant_ ()Ir íi ,tut utilnti ca•errl een

Woudaap t~nhrvclru> n)inutus w,r,rryrnrrmt'n bij

Willr'trrnr'k . Antwerpen . Op 4 ,tuku,tu~ verhleel een

juvr'nit'k' Kwak Nyr ficorati nt•rtirnr.ri Ir' Uamme,

`kh4'sh-I,tanrlerr'n, op ? er 2 i au{;ustcrti was er éën hij

Hcrkrijk, 1 imhur{; en r-4 15 aul;ustuti t'n 11 ti[y)temher
werd hij 1)urliele, V4'e,tvlaandercn, rr'spertievelijk een

adult t'n t'c=n }uvenieE rkemltlaar Lva.lr{ ;enumen Van 24

au{;tr>;tu~ tnt F, 'elrtemher zaten t~tiee luvenrelen le Lier-

Dufft'I, Antti<erlien, stia,rrv .an t''en trrt il) tie{flernher a .tn-

tiveziy; frler•f, Kleine Zilverreigers 1 •4,rrrr'rt,r titi,r'rrien

t;eteld tr' Blukkr'rtiriijk, AnMt'rpen rhveei ; Brugge,

M'sltl,ranriere•n itwec,', Fie•t Ltitin tr• Knr,kke• . 4Vest-

vlaanrlt'ren {c untitani {;roepjes me9 alti m,axirrnarn 11 op

si•ptc>mhr rf ; t okcrt'n, On~lvl .r,rnrleren : ( )ustenrle

(twc'el ; k'titc I1 : 1Narnt'tpn, Hainrrut, c•n Lc•r'krrug};e-

t)urizeh'-t jr'ist imaxim,tal zeven) . [)e twee c er~lt' Grote

Zilverreigers F,rfba rloxen op (> ,rorgu,lus over Het

7win k' Knokke . De waarnemrn{;r'n le fLetic•, .Ant-

tivr'rl,en . r,rn 14 augustus Inl ~ ce'Irle'mhc'r : lo Turnhout-

Bt°c'rst', Anttiverpen, op 23 en !d ~eplrnrhrr r•n Ir I'ulle,
Anttirerpr'n, t a r t 2 3 Ic,t IE'n minste i f l ti r • I r t r ' n } I - t • r . t .eer-

yric'.4elen hc^t Nederlandse brnerlsur c e5  ti .tn clrv,- -rmrt .

\an ' I lart 14 auy;uslu ; x-erhleei r'r'n lrrcenrr-le• Purper-

reiger ~5rdra pur7rurr'a hij Rnnrluit'rr'ti, Br,rh,rn[ . en op

11 stplrnrhrr Ircrk er één langs Zer'hru{ ;{;c en op t?
se•pte mhrr rr•n langs Bredene, Ib'estvl,rarrrlerr'n . Al" uit-
zrrnrir'rins ; op deze sehaarse w,.3,trnr'nriny;rn xti,rrc•n er
op 1 i,r'plrmher hij Tienen, Brahanl, ac Irl juvt•nit•Ie t'n
tv~er' ariulte vugels . Er \+•errle•n i n tut,r,al 11 Zwarte
Ooievaars ( !c rrni,r nic ra .;emt'Icl . OIr 1-1 s+ pternber
5vc'rtl r't n nvertrekkencle Zwarte Ihis I'lr ~g<rrfi> l,rh inct-
luc nlr{ ;r'merkt te Lier . Een Witoogeend 'lrttn .r nyrnca
ticr'rri op !r3 ~e'pteniher nnkle•LI hrj I nn,rllr-srsuti-
Arr,ettk,tu . 1 ri'y;e . Bij Longc hamps, N,rm,rr, u<'a•rri op 17

e•Irte rnhr'r ren vr<ruwtje Rosse Stekelslaarl ()kvur,r ja-
nrai<rrr i u-,r,rry;en0men . Een ,rdult m,tnnr'tjc' Steppe-
kieitendieF (irru, rnacrouros jney; n;t Irr melnenthe r

erlurr nrl ' hijn,r twee uur hij dt' iir'I};itic h-Fran .t' ;?,n'ns

te An ;;rr•, } I,trnaut, en Sehourk, Nnrri, Fr,tnkri}k Len

enkt'Ir' Grauwe Kiekendief C p)~g.trgrr . wr'rd rrlrgt-merkt

le Sintl)r•nij ., flocivlaanderen, op -, .tu,guttus : hij

Knc,kk{• e,r Rnntic' Orr ;t~ l,tanrlcren, uti 1_' au{ ;ustus ; te

1 ier op 1 .4 arr, cr,tus ; te Kallo . ()rtslvl,tancieren, op 18

dt1glmllti e'n w I)eurne ap 18 septenrhe'r . E r tivVrden in

Io1 .1,t f F. t Visarenden 11,tndinn h,rlr,rt'rus {;em e lri, Een

s•rnurvtie Roodpootvalk falrar vespr'rfinus viurr); op I(1

.3llj;l3~llly rrve'r t~rrt'I Il(7ut, ÍSnttitit'rl]I ' n_ I F'n nl,inlle'Ijr' Le'r-

hlt'et op 1(1 ,rut;uslus oP rie Kdlrnthuulsr~ Ilride,

Anhti•erlrt'rr . t'n op I :; Seplemhcr Irlei,k'rric• ca'n juv[^-

rrieh' vrr}(rl #rij [)endermoncie-I)r'ntlrrhr'lle, Ouslvlaan-

rieren .

RAI I t N 1r r 1 ti I I Ktiti Fen Klein ur Kleinst Waterhoen

Prrry,rn .r rr .rrv.t:)~usiNa te Die'penhr'r•k nlo- ! .ru>;uttus,

Irel ;rt h net n et lang genoeg rir'n r,nr ; t'kc'rht'id le

r;e-ti-r n crrrr rfr' tieterminatrc . Er'n Kwarlelkoning ( rrk

c rr's tar'rrl nlt 15 sehte'mb('r npy t'tilnltvt rrt 1 Ie't Ltirin le

Knr,kke' . !)e et'r,lr' zeven Kraanvogels ( :ru, ,1~1u+ vlu};en

op I4, meptc'ml,er over Testelt . Dr' Sleltkluut llirn,rn-

Irrtru4 ftirrt,rr>fntruc I[' FOntenny, ti .rin•rul, hler•Í krt ?

,tu{;utitus . Overtrekkende Morinelplevieren Ch .rrarfrus

nronrreliuc wenien gezien tf' An};rt' r,l, -1, (r, IU rn 17

+el.att•mhe'r . Ti- 7t'r'Irrut;ge x'crhlee( tt•Ikt'nti ,•én jut•t'níei

op 14, en 1- c'n op 19 en 20 seplemher liij het exem-

plaar clat op 17 en 18 septerrrher tt' Kallrr-1 tnel aanme-

zi{; xaas, werd op 17 septemher c'r'n ij ,rc'nlie g r'ncle

wrmel F;ezie'n . ()p 131okkersdijk w,tc v,ln ift ,ru~urtu Int

12 ticqdf'nrhr•r t>c'n juveniele Gestreepte Strandlope r

_'2 i



Recente meldinge n

Calidris melanotos aanwezig . Op 9 september werd
een juveniel gezien bij Sint-Kruis-Winkel, Oostvlaande-
ren, en van 9 tot 17 september verbleef één juveniel bij
Genappe, Brabant . Een Poelsnip Gallinago media werd
op 31 augustus herkend bij Dudzele . Een andere werd
op 19 september gemeld te Dudzele-Zeebrugge . Op 1
augustus werd te Kallo-Doel kortstondig een juveniele
Poelruiter Tringa stagnatilis gezien . Op 3 augustus was
er één bij Lokeren, van 10 tot 12 augustus één bij
Moerbeke, Oostvlaanderen, en op 22 augustus één bij
Zelzate, Oostvlaanderen . Na langsvliegende Grauwe
Franjepolen Phalaropus lobatus te Oostende op 19
augustus en 7 september, werden pleisterende gezien
te Zelzate van 9 tot 13 september, te Knokke op 12
september, te Longchamps van 14 tot 17 september en
te Harchies van 23 tot ten minste 30 september . Een
binnenlandverblijf van een eerste-winter Rosse Franje-
pool P fulicaria vond plaats te Tienen van 9 tot 12
september, De in totaal 59 Middelste Jagers Sterco-
rarius pomarinus werden gezien te Koksijde (zeven),
Oostende (50) en Zeebrugge (twee) . Op 12 augustus
vloog de eerste Ijuvenielel Kleinste lager S longicaudus
langs Oostende . In augustus en september werden hier
29 exemplaren geteld, met dagmaxima van zes op 28
augustus en 10 op 1 september . Verder vlogen er één
langs Sint-Idesbald en drie langs Zeebrugge . Een pleis-
terende adulte vogel verbleef in de Voorhaven van
Zeebrugge op 29 en 30 augustus . Een hybride Zwart-
kop- x Kokmeeuw Larus melanocephalus x ridibundus
werd op 14 augustus herkend op Blokkersdijk . Van de
37 tjuvenielel Vorkstaartmeeuwen L sabini die tussen
28 augustus en 30 september te Oostende werden
geteld, waren de dagmaxima vier op 6 september, 16
op 8 september en acht op 9 september . Te Zeebrugge
werd er één gezien op 28 augustus en één op 27 sep-
tember. Een tweede-winter Grote Burgemeester
L hyperboreus verscheen van 1 tot ten minste 28 sep-
tember nu en dan te Oostende . De enige Lachstern
Gelochelidon nilotica vloog op 12 augustus langs
Oostende . In Het Zwin te Knokke pleisterde op 9 sep-
tember een Reuzenstem Sterna caspia en twee over-
trekkende exemplaren vlogen op 20 september over de
Kalmthoutse Heide . Op 23 augustus werd een adulte
Wiivleugelstern Chlidorrias leucopterus gemeld te
Duffel-Rumst . Een juveniel liet zich van 14 tot 19 sep-
tember geregeld bekijken op Blokkersdijk en opnieuw
van 26 tot 29 september.

HOPPEN TOT GORZEN Een Hap Upupa epops liet zich
op 13 en 14 septemher bekijken hij de Vandammesluis
te Zeebrugge . Er waren 37 meldingen van Draaihafzen
Jynx torquilla . De eerste Grote Piepers Anthus richardi
verschenen op 30 september te Lier en te Zeebrugge-
Achterhaven . Zoals gewoonlijk werden er weer heel
wat Duinpiepers A campestris gemeld, onder meer te
Angre (45, waarvan 33 op 12 september) ; Beerse (11) ;
Bekkerzeel, Brabant (drieY ; Deurne (negen) ; Diepen-
beek (101, waarvan 95 op 12 september) ; Genk,
Limburg ; Harchies ; Heverlee, Brabant (twee); Kalto-
Doel(12) ; Laakdal, Antwerpen ; Lier (drie) ; Neerpelt 142
waarvan 13 op 12 en 15 op 1 .5 september) ; Oostakker

(zes) ; Oostmalle-Zoersel, Antwerpen (17) ; Pulle ivier) ;

Vilvoorde, Brabant (vijf) ; en Zeebrugge (twee) . Er wer-
den Roodkeelpiepers A cervinus vastgesteld te Angre
en te Bredene op 19 september; te Genappe op 16 sep-
tember; te Lier op 17, 23 en 30 september en te
Raversijde, Westvlaanderen, op 23 september. Verras-
send genoeg werd reeds op 12 augustus een eerste-
winter Citroenkwikstaart Motacilla citreola ontdekt te
Lier-Anderstad . Op 23 augustus werd een Noordse
Nachtegaal Luscinia luscinia geringd bij Korbeek-Lo .
Bij Neerpelt werd op 30 augustus een Roodsterblauw-
borst L svecica svecica geringd . Een vrouwtje
Aziatische Roodborsttapuit Saxicola torquata maura
zat in de avond van 14 september op De Maten te

Diepenbeek . Buiten de gekende broedplaatsen waren

er Cetti's Zangers Cettia cetti te Knokke op 10 en 25
september en te Lier van 16 tot 20 september, Veld-

waarnemingen van Waterrietzangers Acrocephalus

paludicola te Lier waren op 4 augustus, 11 augustus,
op 13 en 14 augustus en van 26 augustus tot 3 septem-

ber. Op 13 augustus was er één bij Diepenbeek en op
14 augustus één te Zeebrugge-Achterhaven . Vangsten

waren te Beerse op 9 en 14 augustus ; te Bokrijk op 14

en 21 augustus ; te Mechelen, Antwerpen (12) ; te

Neerpelt (één in september) ; te Veurne, Westvlaande-

ren 001 ; en te Willebroek op 10 augustus . Op 14

augustus werd een Orpheusspotvogel Hippolais poly-

glotta gemeld in Het Zwin te Knokke . Een mannetje

Kleine Zwartkop Sylvia melanocephala werd op 21
september ontdekt te Heist en bleef daar aanwezig tot

ver in oktober. Dit betrof het derde (maar eerste twitch-

bare) geval voor België . De enige gemelde vangst van

een eerste-winter Sperwergrasmus 5 nisoria gebeurde
in de eerste helft van september te Beerse . Lang ver-
wacht maar bijzonder leuk was de ontdekking van de
eerste in het veld twitchbare Noordse Boszanger
Phylloscopus borealis voor de Benelux, van 6 tot 8 sep-

tember te Heist . Dit is een nieuwe soort voor België .
Verrassend vtoeg was de skulkende Bruine Boszanger
P Íuscatus die op 20 september op precies dezelfde
plaats werd ontdekt . De eerste Bladkoning P inornatus
voor dit najaar werd gezien op 25 september bij
Knokke . Op 23 september werd kortstondig een Kleine
Vliegenvanger Ficedula parva waargenomen bij Bre-
dene . Op 29 september landde een Notekraker
Nucifraga caryocatactes bij Wijnegem, Antwerpen,
maar de vogel werd snel uit het oog verloren . Rond 20
september werd bij Willebroek een Grijze Gors

fmberiza cia geringd ; het ging om een vogel niet aan-
zienlijke sleet zodat het niet uitgesloten is dat het om
een uit gevangenschap ontsnapt exemplaar ging ,

Deze waarnemingslijst kwam tot stand met medewer-
king van Hugues Dufourny ~Hainaut}, Koen Leysen
IS ( hulen), Dirk Symens IVLAVICOI en Willy Ver-
schueren {Linkeroever) . Ook de hulp van diegenen die
thunj waarnemingen meedeelden op de Belgische
Dutch Birding-vogellijn ( 03-4880 1 94) was hier onont-
beerlijk .

Gerald Driessens, 8asstraat 44, 2500 Lier, Sell;ië
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DB Actuee l
Havikarend veroorzaakt commotie op Vlieland en
Texel In cfe vroege ochtend van 17 septc•mher 111115
bezocht Peter Wiandc•rs de lalle?'n op zondag vrij tc~e-
gankc•lijkel Vliehors op Vliclancl, Frieslancl In één van
de duinenrijen op de uitgeslrekte zandpiait vloog om
08 :70 een grote root\o[;ei op• clie langzaam na~ir het
laatste duin vfoog . Eve•ntjes kwam er een Grote Mantel-
meeuw Larus rrrarinus bij vliegen zodat de Prootte ver-
I;eleken kon w•orclen : cie spanwijdtes van heide vo#;els
waren ongeveer gelijk . De volgenc4e ?{) min kon PVV
de vogel zowel in zit aIs in vluchl goed bekijken . Op-
vallend waren niet n .ime cie zwaar bevederde, lange
poten, de ver buiten het lichaam stekencle kop en nek,
de lange staart en cle rrranjehruine kop, oncferclelen en
ondervleut ;elclekveren die door een dun zwart lijntje
van rle grijze slagpennen gescheiden werden . PW kon
niet anders concluderen clan dat het een jonge
1 iavikarend Nier a aetu, t i sc-iatus hetrof . Hij keerde zo
snel mogelijk teru};, nnar de hewoonde wereld om zijn
vogelf;icis te raadplegen, fotospullen le halen en ande-
ren te waarschuwen . ! lij ktivam justin lansen tegen die
het nieuws direct ver~preirlde zodat de c .30 vogelaars
die één van hun vaste najaarweekenden op Vlieland
cloorhrachten op cle hoogte kwamen_ Eniy ont;eloul
overheerste aanv;inkelijk maar toen om c 11 :00 cie
roofvogel werd teruggevonden kwam snel aan cle laat-
ste twijfels een einrl ; het was echt een juvc•niele
Flavikarenrl! De vogel werd alnvankelijk vooral in zit
en op grote afstand gezien maar vlooP, even later
prachtig enkele ererondjes over cie gestaag Kroeiende
groep vogelaars . Op rlat moment konden foto's en
viden-opnarnes worden gemaakt en alle relevante ken-
merken worden vast estelrl . Vanaf cie punt van de
Vliehors werd Arend VVassink gebeld clie rond de mid-
rlag cie arend op grote afstand vanaf de noordpunt win
Texel, \oordholland, te zien kreeg .

Met cie middaKboot arriveerclen c 25 vogelaars,
waaronder een grote P,ruep die liet weekend op
Ameland, Frieslancl . had doorgebracht. Dankzij de van
tevoren afl;ehuurde 'Vliehors-expres', die bij he1 Post-
huis klaarstond en direct de Vliehors op reed, harlclen
zij al rond 17 :00 succes . Een aantal vogelaars, clie door
een verplichte overnachting op Vlieland in problemen
zouden komen, konden via het toeristenbootje van cie
Vliehors naar Texel nog dezelfde dag weer voet op cle
vastewal zetten . De reic van Erik Ernens en F'atrick Pal-
men mag t;erust als r~én van cle meest opmerkelijke
'twitc :hes' uit het Nederlanclse vogelen worden he-
schouwd : per boot van Arncland naar Holwerd ; per
auto naar Harlingen ; per boot naar Vlieland ; per hus,
Vliehors-expres en bncrt naar Texel ; per auto meeKere-
den naar 't Horntje ; per hoot naar Den Heider ; per k>us
naar Harlingen ; per trein naar Groningen (waar hun
eigen auto's stondeni ; en tenshatte per auto naar poe-
tinchem, Gelderlanrl, respectievelijk Ilorst, Limhurg .
Anderen gokten op Texel en slaagden erin de arend
van daar, zíj het als stipje in de verte, te zien_

L?e volt;ende dag was de VI le,hors vanwege cc hietoe-

Yeningen afgesloten voor publiek . Gelukkig voor de
c 1 0 tivaa>;halzen die loch naar Vlieland waren } ;el ;a,in

bleken de aanwezige mijitairen Ljuitent ;ewoon hehulh-
zaam• Vo g elaars werden per militair voertuig naar dc

r ;rote uitkijkpost midden oh dc• Vliehors f_;ebracht en
kregen op die manier de arencl te zien• die zirh ~veinit

leek aan te trekken van cie oefeningen . Op dinschtP
sI .ia ;;den op deze wijze ruim 20 voy elaars erin de

vogel te -zien . In tegenstelling tot de ma,3nelag lukte het

c.Íeze claq enkele vogelaars de Havikarend weer vanaí

Texef te 'shotle.n' . Op cle laatste dag van het Seizoen

clat liet toeri,tenbootje in de vaart t-vas, ?t) se;ilemher .

stak een groep vogelaars over vanaÍ Tetel . Zowel zij als

enkele vogelaars die via cle nc :rrmale route naar Vlie-

lancl waren gekomen zai;en de arc,rul nog net houL;
opsc hroeven boven cie Vlir,hors . Even I,rter zag een

vierta! op Texel achtergebleven Kahwijkse vogelaars

hem hoog over Texel in zuidelijke richting verrlwijnen .
Sin(kdien onti.)'eekt ieder spcror . . . .

De eerste Havikarend voor Neclerland hetrot een
juveniel mannelje dat o p 24 januari 1958 dood werd
t;evonden hij Gendrins en, Cield{trlanr{, vlak hij de
Í3uitse grens {Limosa 32 : 1(1 7 -11 0 , 14.591 . Destijds was
rlat het meetit ioordefijke geval ín Euroha . Het aanlal
overige gevallen van deze sch .aarse 7uideurnpese
tit a ndvot;el in Noord- en Westeuropa I , hijna np e. e n
hund te tellen . PtrtK 1 bb'n:Wnrrt1 & Fnvr~ li Etri I s

Drie nieuwe 5oorten voor BelRië Op 6 september
199 ; nntdekte Steven Ginthie}tem een Noordse Bos-
zanner Fhylloscopus br~re~~lfs in cle bosjes van de
5earnan's Club te Heist, Westvlaandcren, Deze lan};-
verwachte nieuwe soort voor Beli;ië maakte hiermee
zijn 'velddeburrt' in de Benelux (er waren acht vund-
sten en vangsten in Nederlancll . De vogel nleef aanwe-
li}; tot ri september en werd door IQ-tallen Belgische
en h'ederlandse vogefaars bekeken .

De ontdekki-th van een juveniele Bairds Sn'andloper
Calidris hairdir duor Bruno Nef op 4 oktober 1995
lokte het pefoton naar Lont;champs, Narnen . De riirec-
tie van cie suikerraffinaderij pakte uit niet een mede-
werkingsstunt voor twitchend Beigiti : de parkeerplaats
mocht zcmder aanmelding i;ehruikt en hel fahrieksterrein
doorlopend betrerlen worden . Deze nieuwkomer op de
Belgische lijst f.?leef tot 8 oktober . Wie echter dacht clat
dit cie topsraort van 1995 zou worden ha[i het mis.

Op 13 ok1oF.-er 1995 toverden Dirk Verroken en Lirc
Verroken als donclerslag bij heldere hennel '775' op de
semafoon : een Roodoogvireo L'ircn ofitiareus! Deze
droomsoort hipte wat rond in de hosjes bij dr Fon-
teintjes te BlankenberP,e, Westvlaanderen, en liet zich
tnt in zijn slaap - wat moeizaam - foto!;rxferrn en Íil-
men . Tot grote spijt van cie meeste vot;elaars kon hel
beestje echter t;een weer,tand bieden aan de nachtelij-
ke heldere sterrenhemel . . . Twee dagen later duken in
deze bosjes als troost een Klein(, Zwartkop Sylvia mefa-

Ib u rc!> 13- H-g r?_ ndroLer 19 11 51 ) > 1
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nocephala en een Kleine Vliegenvanger Ficedula parva

op . GEwaLD DR IESSEN S

Barlrams Ruiter op Maasvlakte Op zaterdal;ochtend
28 oktober 1995 waren Hans Mom en Dave van der
Spoel aan het vogelen op de Maasvlakte, Zuidholland .
Om 10 :15 vloog voor ons een vreemde stel€loper op
uit de helm van het hoge duin ten noorden van de
vuurtoren en ging op 75-100 m afstand op het strand
staan HM richtte zijn telescoop op de vogel en riep
gelijk dat het een Bartrams Ruiter Bartramia 1on$icauda
was . Hoewel wij deze soort nog nooit hadden gezien,
herkenden wij hem direct aan de karakteristieke vorm .
HM begon een heschrijvinK van de vogel te maken ter-
wijl DvdS zijn fototoestel en de jonsson-vogelgids haal-
de . HM noteerde onder meer een in verhouding tot het
lichaam kleine kop met donkere kruin, een lichte hals,
schouderveren donkerder dan dekveren, wítte veerzo-
men op bovenzijde, een zwa rt oog omgeven door wit,
een rechte gele snavel met donkere bovenkant en punt,
stevige donkergele poten en het voortdurend van voor
naar achteren bewegen van de kop . DvdS maakte acht
toto's en in de vogelgids zagen wij al gauw dat alles
klopte voor deze nieuwe soort voor Nederland . Wij
waarschuwden twee andere vogelaars, Magnus Robb
en Ilse Schrama, die even verderop stonden en de
vogel een paar keer heen en weer zagen vliegen tussen
duinen en strand, waarbij ook de donkere stuit en
lange staart konden worden gezien . HM besloot om
10 :35 naar de eleciriciteitscentrate te gaan om de
vogellijn in te spreken . Hierna zag hij Hans Groot,
Bertus de Lange en Kees de Vries, die snel werden
ingelicht . Het duurde daarna meer dan een uur voordat
cie vogel omstreeks 12 :00 in het veld achter de vuurto-
ren werd teruggevonden en vervolgens op het strand
goed kon worden bekeken, zodat pas om 12 :15 een
semafoonbericht werd verzonden . Hierop arriveerden
de rest van de dag meer dan 140 vol;elaars-

De vogel werkte niet erg mee en was inmiddels
weer in het hoge gras verdwenen . Pas tegen 14 :00
werd hij ten zuiden van de vuurtoren opnieuw 1;eluka-
liseerd door Hans Gebuis, die hem als een Bokje
Lymnocrypte, rnrnimus vlak voor zijn voele.n opstnotte .

207 Bartrams Ruiter / Upland Sandpiper 8artramia fon-
t;irauda, Maasvlakte, Zuidholland, 28 oktober 1995
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2 0 6 Bairds Strandloper/ Baird's Sandpiper Calidris
1ra+rdii, juveniel, Lont;champs, Namen, 4 oktober 1995

? Han K eniaurl

In de tíjd die volgde zou hij zonder duidelijke aanlei-
ding nog ten minste zeven keer opvliegen waarna hij
steevast een heel eind wegvloog, soms over de duinen
naar de zeekant maar meestal in zuidelijke richting . De
meeste keren landde hij in hoog gras waarin hij niet te
zien was . Ook streek hij driemaal neer op een veld met
kort gras, waar hij zic h met korte sprints snel voortbe-
woog . In de vlucht liet hij telkens een kenmerkende,
vr j zachte fluitroep horen, een driedelig kwiebelib dat
deed denken aan een verkorte roep van de Regenwulp
N .irnenius phaeopus. De laatste keer dat hij opvloot;
vormde een aanval van een Torenvalk Fako tinnuncu-
!us de aanleiding . Hij verdween om 1 5c1 5 hoog en ver
in oostelijke richtinK en werd niet meer teruggevonden .
De talloze vogelaars bleven diep onder de indruk ach-
ter ; daarvan getuigde onder meer het feit dat drie tele-
scopen op hun statief hij de laatste waarnemingsplek
achterbleven {afle eigenaren hebben zich inmiddels
gemeldl . Hnvs E M<>vi & DnvE v,aN nER Sr'ott .

208 Bartrams Ruiter / Upland Sandpiper 8artramia lo rr-
„icauda, Maasvlakte, Zuidhollanci, 28 oktober 1995

lRené Yop1
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