


Dutch Birding

Hoofdredacteur Arnoud van den Berg (023-378024)

Plaatsvervangend hoofdredacteur Gerald Oreel Redactie: Dutch W 116, 2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid,

02518-70992, fax 020-5803271) : (fax 023-376749)
Uitvoerend redacteur e\ndré van Loon (020-6997585) y : Dutch fing, p/a p lori |54,
Fotografisch redacteur René Pop (010-4508879) 2907 PH Capelle aan den Ijssel, Nederland

Redactieraad Marc Argeloo, Enno Ebels, Ferdy
Hieselaar, Graham Holloway, Peter Meininger en

Abonnementenadministratie: Dutch Association,
Frank Rozendaal p/a Anja Nusse, Symfoniestraat 21, 1312 ET Nederland

Redactie-adviesraad Christine Barthel (Duitsland), Bestuur: Dutch Birding Association, Postbus

Peter Barthel (Duitsland), Gerald Driessens (Belgie), 4 “wo:’mmw mn,

Klaas Eigenhuis (Nederland), Dick Forsman (Finland),

Ted Hoogendoorn (Nederland), Lars Jonsson (Zweden), Commissie Nederlandse Avifauna: CDNA, Postbus 45
Killian Mullarney tlerlandi, Hans Schekkerman xMWMW i

(Nederland), Hadoram Shirihai (sraéll en Peter Symens
(Saudiarabie)

Redactiemedewerkers Ruud van Dongen, Gerald Driessens, Hans Gebuis, Hans van der Meulen en Peter de Rouw

Productie en lay-out André van Loon en René van Rossum

Advertenties Peter Meijer (03480-31905, fax 03480-20394)

Abonnementen 1993: NLG 52.50 (Nederland) of BEF 1000 (Belgié); NLG 60.00 (overige landen binnen Europa) en NLG 65.00
(landen buiten turopal. Girorekening (Nederland) 01 50 697; girorekening iBelgié) 000 1592468 19; bankrekening 54 93 30 348
van ABN*AMRO) (Bilthoven). Alle rekeningen zijn ten name van de Dutch Birding Association.

Dutch Birding is een tweemaandelijks tijdschrift met nummers in februari, april, juni, augustus, oktober en december. Het
publiceert artikelen en mededelingen over mortologie, systematiek, voorkomen en verspreiding van vogels in de Benelux, Europa
en elders in het Palearctische gebied. Het publiceert tevens bijdragen over vogels in het Aziatisch-Pacifische gebied.

Voor de Nederlandse en Engelse namen van de in Nederland vastgestelde soorten en ondersoorten wordt de Lijst van Nederlandse
vogelsoorten 1993 door A B van den Berg (1993, Santpoort-Zuid) aangehouden; voor de Nederlandse namen van alle andere
soorten wordt in principe de door C S Roselaar samengestelde lijst in de Geillustreerde encyclopedie van de vogels door € M
Perrins (1991, Weert) gevolgd.

Manuscripten behoren te worden uitgevoerd in machineschrift met een dubbele regelafstand en een ruime marge aan beide zijden.

Manuscripten kunnen ook op diskette worden ingeleverd (in Macintosh of in MS-DOS format). Meer informatie hierover is
verkrijgbaar bij de redactie

Een lijst met tarieven voor de betaling van auteurs, fotografen en tekenaars is verkrijgbaar bij de redactie

Dutch Birding Association NUTS-AEGON

Bestuur Gijsbert van der Bent (voorzitter), Chris Quispel (secretaris), Nuts-Aegon Ziektekosten NV is hoofdsponsor
Amold Veen (penningmeesters, Armoud van den Berg, van de Dutch Birding Association
Roy de Haas en Peter Meijer

Bestuursmedewerkers Theo Admiraal, Gerald Driessens, Ron van den Enden, Hans Gebuis, Paul Knolle, Ger Meesters, Anja
Nusse, Gerald Oreel, Ferry Ossendorp, Wim van der Schot en Kees Tiemstra

Travel-reports service Dirk de Moes, Postbus 94, 3956 ZS Leersum, Nederland (03434-57501)

Telefoonlijnen Nederland: 06-320 321 28 (vogellijn 50 cpm); 078-180935 (inspreeklijn)
Belgie: 03-4880194 (vogel- en inspreeklijn)

Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna

Leden Edward van llzendoorn (voorzitter/secretaris, 023-391446), Karel Mauer, Cock Reijnders, Kees Roselaar, lelle Sc harringa,
Hans Schekkerman, Gerard Steinhaus en Wim Wiegant (archivaris)

© 1993 Stichting Dutch Birding Association. Het copyright van de foto’s en tekeningen blijft bij de fotograten en tekenaars. 1SSN
0167-2878

Drukkerij Albédon/Klop BV, Posthus 3211, 2220 CF Katwijk, Nederland



U TWIJFELT OF U DIE OPERATIE

WEL ECHT MOET ONDERGAAN.

GELUKKIG IS ER EEN SPECIALIST DIE
VOOR 100% ACHTER EEN SECOND OPINION STAAT.

Vraag uw assurantie-adviseur naar de Zeker Beter Polis.

€
NUTS-AEGON

ZIEKTEKOSTEN N. V.

Stadhoudersplantsoen 214, 2517 SK Den Haag. Telefoon 070 - 3100 614.

NUTS-AEGON HOOFDSPONSOR DUTCH BIRDING ASSOCIATION




x
=
L
O
=~ 4
b
>
Z
T
e
>~
b
—
>
(= 1
Ll
N
O
<
)
—
en
o
O
e
s
(-

DUTCH BIRDING in samenwerking met SIGHTS OF NATURE

BAUSCH & LOMB ELITE LEVENSLANGE CARANTIE

10 x 42 (rubber) lederen etui
8 x 42 (rubber) lederen etui

LEICA 30 JAAR GARANTIE

10 x 42 BGA (rubber) + speciale tas

ZEISS WEST 30 JAAR GARANTIE

10 x 40 BGAT (rubber) + speciale tas
7 x 42 BGAT (rubber)

8 x 56 BGAT (rubber)
15 x 60 BGAT (rubber) kompleet
10 x 25 B + speciale tas

8x208B

OPTOLYTH 30 JAAR GARANTIE

Alpin 10 x 40 (rubber) + speciale etui

Alpin 10 x 50 (rubber) + etui

Alpin 12 x 50 (rubber) + etui

Alpin 8 x 40 (rubber) + speciale tas
Touring 10 x 40 BGA (rubber) + speciale tas
Touring 7 x 42 BGA (rubber) + speciale tas
Royal 9 x 63 (rubber)

Telescoop TBS 80 (groen rubber) body

20 x WA lens

30 x WA lens

22 x 60 zoom

Telescoop TBS 80 (groen rubber) fluorite

OPTICRON 5 JAAR GARANTIE (JAPANS)

10 x 40 ZWCF (rubber) WA

10 x 50 ZWCF (rubber) WA

8 x 42 ZCF Dioptron WA

10 x 42 ZCF Dioptron WA

10 x 50 ZCF Dioptron WA

lTelescoop (45°, 60 mm) + 20-60 x zoomlens

JAPANSE / RUSSISCHE VERREKIJKERS

8 x 30 Tento USSR + etui
20 x 70 ZCF + etui
7-15 x 35 ZCF + kompas
8 x 21 mini (rubber) + kompas

STATIEVEN

Slik SL 67

505 QF (3800 gram)

Slik SEC 16 (met pistoolgreep, 2800 gram)
Autoraamstatief

Prijzen miv. BTW en porto

INFORMATIE:

Roy DE Haas

NLG

BEL VOOR PRIJSOPGAVE

BEL VOOR PRISOPGAVE

BEL VOOR PRIJSOPCAVE

BEL VOOR PRIJSOPCAVE
BEL VOOR PRIJSOPGAVE
BEL VOOR PRIJSOPCAVE
BEL VOOR PRIJSOPGAVE
BEL VOOR PRIISOPGAVE

BEL VOOR PRIJSOPGAVE

845

950

970

745

BEL VOOR PRISOPGAVE
BEL VOOR PRIJSOPGAVE
1495

1626

425

485

577

BEL VOOR PRIISOPGAVE

355
365
595
595
625

1045

110
625
135

315

495
538
415
135

Wijzigingen voorbehouden

2 036

5362819

Bovenstaande artikelen kunnen besteld worden door het vereiste bedrag over te
maken op giro 4148343 tnv Dutch Birding Association, Posthus 75611,
1070 AP Amsterdam, Nederland, ovv het/de gewenste artikel(en).

De bestelling wordt binnen drie weken goed verpakt per post thuisbezorgd.




architectura+natura

international booksellers

Leliegracht 44 — 1015 DH Amsterdam-C
Telefoon 020-6 23 61 86 - Holland

Vogels van de Noordatlantische en Arctische
eilanden
Saren Sarensen, Dorete Bloch &

Steen Langvad £39.90

Recente herdrukken:

The birds of the Seychelles
Malcolm Penny, met tekeningen van
Chloé Talbot-Kelly

£45.00

Birds of prey of Britain and Europe, North
Africa and the Middle East
Benny Génsbal, met fota’s van Bjarne Bertel

f51.60
Tijdelijke aanbieding!
» The birds of South America volume 1
Robert Ridgely & Guy Tudor slechis
f711.25!

WESTERN BIRDS

A quarterly journal of field ornithology

for active birders and

professional ornithologists

* Bird identification articles written by experts and
rigorously reviewed by editorial board

¢ Generously illustrated by leading amateur and pro-
fessional artists and photographers

* Articles and photographs documenting rarities and
range extensions

* Studies of bird distribution, abundance, behavior,
migration and ecology

WESTERN BIRDS also announces
e WFO sponsored pelagic trips
* Annual conventions including field trips and bird

identification presentations

To become a WFO member and receive WESTERN BIRDS
send $18.00 ($23.00 outside U.S.) annual dues payable to
Western Field Omithologists-D, ¢/o Dorathy Meyers, 6011
Saddletree Lane, Yorba Linda, CA 92686, U.S.A.

"AUDUBON
SOCIETY" de int.
Ornithologen vereni-
ging heeft Swift toe-
stemming gegeven
| de naam "Audubon”
te gebruiken, mits
deze kijkers voldoen
aan de specificaties
voor een ideale na-
tuurkijker. Verkrijgbaar
in respectievelijk 8,5
x 44 BWCF, 7 x 35
DCF (waterproof) en
10 x 50 BWCF.
Vraag naar onze
gratis katalogus.

technolyt )

Industrieweg 35 1521NE Wormerveer
Tel. 075-282204/285767 Fax 075-213663

— Tweemaandelijks tijdschrift
c (=] voor elke fervente vogelaar

Schrijf voor informatie naar:

Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam




A Book Service for the European Birder

De Boekenservice voor de Europese Vogelaar

A new service, designed for the European birdwatcher. The aim is to offer books/recordings
covering all areas of European & World ornithology, in any language, with easy ordering and
rapid despatch. Payment is easy too - we accept cheques in £/Gld/DM, Eurocheque, most
credit cards, and Giro/Postbank. We also offer full customer service, with French, German &
Spanish speaking staff, and will be happy to offer advice on a range of titles.

New and Forthcoming Titles:
Gld* DM*

Birds in Brazil: A Natural History - Helmur Sick / Princeton Univ Press )
Special Prepublication Price until 3Ist October 1993: . . . . . . .. £70.00 190 170 |

(to be published August 1993. Price from Ist November 1993: . . . £90.00 250 220)
A Birders Guide to Thailand . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ......... £15.95 44 40
The Birds of Tikal: An Annotated Checklist (Guatemala) . . . . . . . . £12.95 36 33
The Birds of Contrall Siberis . . o v v« <« w0 4% 5 5o sm o 6w &4 5 £27.50 75 68
Birds: A Photographic Guide to the Birds of

Peninsular Malaysia & Singapore . . . . .. ... .. ... .. ... £16.95 47 42
The Common Tern (Hamlyn Species Guide) - due May 1993 . . . . . . £9.99 21 25
A Field Guide to the Birds of Borneo, Sumatra, Java and Bali . . . . £25.00 68 63 (

- new guide covering 820 species, due July 1993 . . . . .. ... .. £50.00 135 126 |
The Kestrel (Hamlyn Species Guide) - due May 1993 . . . ... ... .. £9.99 27 25 |

t
The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification - new paperback edn  £7.99 23 21 | |
Manual of Ornithology: Avian Structure & Function - due July 1993 . £30.00 82 75 | |

Featured Titles:

Birds of Europe with North Africa and the Middle East . . . . . . £25.00 68 63
Birds of Southwestern Brazl . . . . .. .. . ... ... ... ... ... . £27.95 76 70
Birds of the Western Palearctic, Volume 6 - Warblers . . . . .. .. . . £75.00 210 190
Birds of the Western Palearctic, Volume 7 - Flycarchers to Shrikes . . £75.00 210 190 |
Guia de las Aves de las Islas Canarias . . . . . .. . ... ... ..... £24 .95 68 63 |
Handbook to the Birds of the World: Volume 1 . . . . . . .. . .. . £95.00 260 235
Lommar - excellent monograph on divers by Lars Jonsson . . . . . . .. £18.95 52 47
Oiseaux de Guyana / Birds of Franch Guiana . . . . . .. ... ... .. £38.00 105 95
Les Oiseaux Rares en France . . . . . . .. ... ..............£2500 68 63
Threatened Birds of the Americas: The ICBP/IUCN Red Data Book . £29.50 80 74

Any bird, natural history or environment book may be ordered using this service,
Write for a price quotation, or send for our free catalogue:

* Guide prices only - may alter due to publishers' price increases or currency fluctuation.

ORDERING DETAILS ORDER FORM

Payment: by £/Gld/DM cheque. Eurocheque,

or bank transfer (please write for details). Name
Giro/Posthank: please write for details Address
Credit card: VISA/Access/Master-/Eurocard

Country

Postage & Packing Charges:
Orders up to £35 - add £5 (Gld 15/ DM 13) I enclose payment of £/Gld/DM
Orders up to £60 - add £7 (Gld 21 / DM 18) | Transfer to Postbank of Gld

Orders up 1o £90 - add £9 (Gld 27 / DM 23) | pjease debit my credit card no:
Orders over £90 - add 10% of order value T O e O
Expiry date

Return this form with payment, or phone/fax Signature

us al the following address:

Natural History Book Service Ltd

2-3 Wills Road, Totnes, Devon TQ9 5XN, UK.
Tel: 0803-865913 (Int’'l: 44-803-865913) Fax: 0803-865280 (Int'l: 44-803-865280)

75
=
ns
rd
2
&
Z
-
-
=2
-
==
am
@)
et
-
-

v



Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

Philip Chantler

,g:'ﬂ

FIGURE 1 Flock of Common Swifts / Gierzwaluwen Apus apus with adult White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaart-
gierzwaluw Hirundapus caudacutus (Gerald Driessens)

his paper on the identification of Western

Palearctic swifts treats the Apus species,
Common Swift A apus, Pallid Swift A pallidus,
Plain Swift A unicolor, Alexander’'s (or Cape
Verde) Swift A alexandri, Fork-tailed (or Pacific)
Swift A pacificus, Little Swift A affinis and White-
rumped Swift A caffer, and the non-Apus species,
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba, Chimney Swift
Chaetura pelagica, White-throated Needletail
Hirundapus caudacutus and African Palm Swift
Cypsiurus parvus (the common and scientific
names follow Sibley & Monroe 1990).

The accounts of Chimney Swift, White-throat-
ed Needletail and African Palm Swift also in-
clude a discussion of the main confusion species
which occur outside the Western Palearctic.
Otherwise, with the exception of House Swift
A nipalensis, the discussion is restricted to identi-
fication problems in the Western Palearctic; for
example, Mottled Spinetail Telacanthura ussheri
and Nyanza Swift A niansae are not discussed.

Each species is described in full and its identi-
fication is then discussed in comparison with the
main Western Palearctic confusion species. An
attempt is made to describe the species as they
can be seen during careful field observations.
Although feather-tracts, such as the lesser wing-

|Dutch Birding 15: 97-135, juni 1993]

coverts, can be impossible to see in the field
under anything but the optimum conditions, they
are described to help the reader to understand
how certain features are being formed.

For convenience sake, the following terms are
used in the text: chest, the upper breast; eye-
patch, the coarse invariably black bristle-feathers
found in front of and just above the eye; fore-
crown, the most anterior part of the crown, form-
ing a small arc-like area above the front of the
eve; inner wing, the part of the wing that consists
of the inner primaries, secondaries, median
coverts and greater coverts; outer wing, the part
of the wing that consists of the outer primaries,
primary coverts, alula and leading edge-coverts;
leading edge-coverls, the small coverts on the
leading edge of the wing; saddle, the uniform
area on the upperside in many swifts, formed by
the mantle, scapulars and upper back (where the
saddle is larger, ie, extending onto the nape or
lower back, this is mentioned in the text).

This article is primarily based on field-work.
Apart from Alexander’s Swift and Purple Need|e-
tail Hirundapus celebensis, | have observed all
species dealt with (ie, including the main con-
fusion species), most of them on many occasions
and over long periods of time. In addition, | have
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FIGURE 2 Topography of head, upperside and underside of a swift (Gerald Driessens)
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examined as many (published and unpublished)
photographs as possible. Finally, | have studied
the skin collections at the Nationaal Natuurhisto-
risch Museum at Leiden, Zuidholland, the
Netherlands, and at the Natural History Museum
at Tring, Hertfordshire, Britain. The first results of
this study were summarized in a paper on the
identification of Pallid Swift (Chantler 1990).

Apus swifts

Flight

All Apus swifts show great aerial mastery and are
capable of great turns of speed, sudden drops in
altitude, swerves, mid-air stalls and so on. Wind
conditions and prey types can affect flight too,
making identification based on flight technique
an unsafe practice. However, listed below is a
comparison of each species with Common, the
species most readers will be familiar with. It
points out the most characteristic aspect of each
species’ flight though the above cautionary
remarks need to be borne in mind in all cases.

Pallid Swift
Often appears slower, with more deliberate, less spec-
tacular turns. Less frantic wing-beats.

Plain Swift

Faster, more frantic, with rapid shimmering wing-beats.
Frenetic nature of this flight is especially apparent
when seen in direct comparison with Pallid.

Alexander’s Swift
Weakest flight, appearing light and fluttering.

Fork-tailed Swift
Very similar to Common, with perhaps more shearing.

Little Swift
Least graceful flight, fluttering wing-beats and gliding
highly pronounced.

White-rumped Swift
Mare graceful flight, with less frenetic wing-beats than
Common. Long periods of gliding.

Calls

With the hope of achieving more meaningful
descriptions of characteristic calls, those of Com-
mon will be used as a standard against which
comparisons with calls of other species are
made. There is much similarity between the
calls; those of Comman will be the most familiar
to most readers. A great variety of calls can be

Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

heard in the breeding season, especially around
the nest. In this resumé, | will concentrate mainly
on the familiar screaming calls. The call is of
limited use for identification. This is largely due
to the variety of calls used by each species and
the great similarity of most species’ calls.

Common Swift
High-pitched shree, variable in both duration and
pitch. When uttered by an individual in a group, many
calls can be delivered in short bursts. Often, calls of
more slurred or disyllabic nature can be heard in
breeding season.

Pallid Swift
Coarser, deeper and more disyllabic sree-er but very
variable.

Plain Swift

Very similar to Common, perhaps pitched slightly high-
er and more ‘wheezing’. When calling amongst Pallids,
differences are more obvious than when calling
amongst Commons.

Alexander’s Swift

Considerably higher-pitched than in Common, less fier-
ce in tone; delivered at lower rate, ie, separate notes
more articulated, giving call reeling quality (C ] Haze-
voet in litt).

Fork-tailed Swift

Similar to Common though less harsh and ‘wheezing'.

Little Swift
Harsh, rapid and rippling trill der-der-der-dit-derdid-
didoo, quite unlike screaming call of Common.

White-rumped Swift
Low-pitched twittering trill based around repeated sip
notes.

Moult
The three large migratory Apus swifts, Common,
Pallid and Fork-tailed, and the two smalll non-
migratory Apus swifts, Plain and Alexander’s,
probably have very similar moults. There is a
complete moult to winter plumage in the winter
quarters (Pallid has been known to start the
replacement of the inner primaries when raising
a second brood and then suspend the moult until
migration has been completed), a partial post-
juvenile moult to first-winter plumage in the win-
ter quarters and a complete moult to second-
winter plumage in the winter quarters.

The post-juvenile moult to first-winter plumage
involves the body-feathers, rectrices and smaller
wing-coverts. Notably, the larger wing-coverts

99



Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

60 Common Swifts / Gierzwaluwen Apus apus, Sainte
Maries-de-la-Mer, Bouches-du-Rhéne, France, August
1988 (René Pop)

and remiges are not replaced until the moult to
second-winter plumage. This has been proved in
Common; the other species have been less stud-
ied but evidence suggests that this strategy is
employed by these species as well (cf de Roo
1966, Cramp 1985). The long retention of the
juvenile remiges and the larger wing-coverts is of
importance to Apus swift identification. In first-
summer birds, there is more contrast between the
fresh, hence darker, lesser wing-coverts and the
worn remiges and greater and median wing-
coverts. This is of particular relevance to the
separation of Pallid from the other uniform spe-
cies.

One factor affecting the wing-tip shape is the
suspension of moult in the outer primaries. This
is well-documented in Common (de Roo 1966)
but also applies to the other species. It has been
considered to relate to the length of the moult
period. When the moult is resumed in the next
period, it will start with the first unmoulted feath-
er which is usually p10 or 9 in Common. Plain,
with its shorter moult period, often shows sus-
pension in up to its four outer primaries; these
are apparently then replaced descendantly in the
next moult period, with the inner primaries
moulting simultaneously. Interestingly, some
Commons and Pallids in the European summer
have ‘tatty’ outer primaries whilst during that
season many Plains are not so restricted in the

100

61 Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus, Eilat, Israel,
March 1992 (Killian Mullarney)

position of obviously worn primaries.

The moult of Little (at least in Western Palearc-
tic populations) to winter plumage takes place
throughout the breeding season, starting in late
spring with the innermost primary and finishing
with the outermost primary in mid-winter. The
body-feathers are moulted throughout this
period. The post-juvenile moult to first-winter
plumage begins with the replacement of the
head- and body-feathers soon after fledging, with
the primaries starting to moult after the comple-
tion of the tail moult. The primary moult begins
from mid-winter to spring, ending from late sum-
mer to early winter (of the bird’s second calen-
dar-year). During this first primary moult, it is
believed that the hody-feathers are not replaced
whereas they are in the adults.

The moult of White-rumped is imperfectly
known. It is possibly like that of Common, Pallid
and Fork-tailed or Plain and Alexander’s, ie,
moulting in the winter season, although in south-
ern Africa the primary moult may start whilst the
birds are raising the second brood (Cramp 1985).

Moult and the effect of wear are as important
in forming and changing the plumage of swifts as
in other groups. It should be remembered that
wear can be a major influence on their appear-
ance, causing more contrast between feather-
tracts and diminishing the impact of white rumps
and throats.



Partially albinistic swifts

Partial albinism has been recorded in most spe-
cies. Such birds tend to show white on areas of
the body that are important for identification, ie,
the belly, throat and rump. Any suspected par-
tially albinistic swift should be carefully inspect-
ed for signs of asymmetry in the white and for
additional plumage and structure features to con-
firm the identification (see the section on the
identification of Fork-tailed, Little and White-
rumped for additional discussion).

Another note of caution is that often in the
breeding season swifts can be seen carrying
feathers to the nest. When a large white feather is
seen hanging from the bill of a dark swift and
covering the throat-patch, the effect can be very
striking!

Ageing

Ageing swifts after the post-juvenile moult to
first-winter plumage is practically impossible but
this should not hinder identification. It is suffic-
ient to know that in many species the remiges
and most wing-coverts will still be the juvenile
feathers in first-summer birds, increasing the con-
trast with the fresh, hence darker, smaller wing-
coverts and body. In the hand, the structure of
the outer rectrices in particular can be useful;
this is covered in depth in Cramp (1985).

Effect of light upon plumage

The effect of light upon the plumage of any spe-
cies and its effect in changing its appearance is a
problem all birders should be aware of. The pro-
blem is compounded when birds are viewed in
flight as changing body-wing angles must be
taken into account. As swifts are seen almost
entirely in flight, they are prone to misidentifica-
tion in the field. The following is a list of the
most important light-affected characters. | have
endeavoured to describe and illustrate the spe-
cies and the following phenomena as they are
most likely to be seen in the field but the fore-
going comments must be borne in mind.

Body-wing contrast

In the discussions and descriptions, mention is
made of the contrast between the body and
wing; this is hard to assess in the field and is in-
fluenced by the effects of light falling on the
various feather-tracts and the angle of the wings
relative to the body. This is particularly true of
the underwing; it is quite possible that in one
individual, within a few minutes, the darkest
underwing-coverts could appear darker, paler or
equal in tone to the underparts!

Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

Translucency

Although not mentioned in all accounts, any spe-
cies, when seen from below against bright sun-
shine, can show translucency in the remiges and
rectrices. This is usually most visible in the inner
primaries and secondaries (especially in the trail-
ing edge to the secondaries).

Secondaries

In the hand or in museum specimens, the
secondaries of all Apus swifts can appear darker
than the greater wing-coverts (especially in fresh
individuals). This is, however, rarely visible in
the field, presumably because of the translucen-
cy of the secondaries.

Trailing edges to wing-feathers

Another light-affected phenomenon is the ap-
pearance in any species of dark trailing edges to
wing-feathers (particularly on the remiges and
greater coverts of the underwing). Good exam-
ples are Chaetura and Hirundapus swifts which
actually have very plain greater wing-coverts but
often show a dark terminal bar to these coverts in
the field. This is caused by the area of overlap
between the overlying and underlying feather-
tracts and possibly by the slight change in angle
at this area of overlap. All the Apus swifts do
show some degree of dark subterminal crescents
but perhaps these are over-emphasized as a
result.

Dark outer primaries

In all species, the outer primaries can appear
darker than the inner primaries and secondaries
(in both the upper- and underwing) because of
the darker outer webs being more densely
clustered in the outer primaries whereas in the
inner primaries the paler inner webs can be seen
clearly when the wing is spread.

Common, Pallid, Plain and Alexander’s Swifts
These species are characterized by a uniform
brown plumage. The upperparts are darkest on
the saddle, with the rump and head paler, a pale
throat-patch and the outer wing darker than the
inner wing.

Common is a summer migrant and breeding
species. It breeds throughout Europe (excluding
northern Scotland, Fennoscandia and Russia),
Asia Minor and the Mediterranean coasts of the
Middle East and north-western Africa. On migra-
tion, it has been found throughout the region,
including the Canary Islands, Faroe Islands, Ice-
land and Svalbard (Cramp 1985). It is an uncom-
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PLATE 1 Common Swifts / Gierzwaluwen Apus apus (upper) and Pallid Swifts / Vale Gierzwaluwen Apus pallidus
(lower); adults depicted from below, juveniles from above (Gerald Driessens)
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mon visitor to the Cape Verde Islands, mostly in
December and January (Hazevoet in press).

Pallid is a summer migrant and breeding spe-
cies. It breeds throughout the Mediterranean, the
Middle East and the northern edge of the Sahara.
It arrives earlier on the breeding grounds and
leaves later than Common. The populations in
the Nile and Euphrates deltas are resident. It is a
rarity north of the Mediterranean. It has occurred
on five occasions in Britain (involving six birds):
1 Stodmarsh, Kent, 13-21 May 1978; 2 Farling-
ton Marshes, Hampshire, 20 May 1983; 3 Port-
land, Dorset, 10 November 1984 (two birds);
4 Strumble Head, Dyfed, 12-13 November 1984;
and 5 Warden Point, Kent, 14-16 November
1984 (Harvey 1981, Dymond et al 1989).
Recently, a specimen was discovered in the
Natural History Museum, Dublin, Ireland, which
had hit St John’s Point Lighthouse, Down, North-
ern Ireland, on 30 October 1913 (Killian Mullar-
ney in litt). It has been claimed three times in the
Cape Verde Islands (Hazevoet in press).

Plain is an endemic species of the Canary and
Madeiran Islands. It is at least partly resident and
not at all uncommon during winter although
numbers are much reduced. The winter quarters
of those that leave are not known but a number
of birds have been reported in Morocco (eg,
Cramp 1985). Any dark Apus swift found during
the winter season in north-western Africa should
be scrutinized with this species in mind.

Alexander’s is an endemic species of the Cape
Verde Islands. It has been suggested that it may
migrate to unknown winter quarters but there is
no evidence to support this. Although move-
ments between the islands appear to be regular,
it is resident within the archipelago (Hazevoet in
press).

Common Swift

Size and shape

Large Apus swift. Narrow tapering wing pointed and
scythe-shaped. Tip shape variable, with p10 or 9 long-
est. Deep tail-fork with pointed tip to outer rectrices
though this is variable. Juvenile shows shallower fork
with more rounded tip to outer rectrices. When closed,
tail narrow, less obviously forked and slightly narrower
than body. Head neatly rounded. Body is typical of
large Apus swift in that, although slim, it can be quite
broad, especially at rump, compared with smaller spe-
cies. For measurements, see table 1.

Adult plumage (A a apus)

HEAD Small rounded dirty-white throat-patch, often
poorly defined; sometimes mottled brown, especially
when worn. Patch size varies, it does not reach gape at
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TABLE 1 Measurements (mm) of Common Apus apus,
Pallid A pallidus, Plain A unicolor and Alexander’s
Swifts A alexandri (from Cramp 1985)

wing tail tail-fork
Common 164-180 69-82 25-36
Pallid 161-180 63-75 23-30
Plain 150-159 67-74 27-34
Alexander’s 139-141 56-60 16-19

Measurements of juveniles on average 2-3 mm less.

eye but usually extends beyond eye onto lower throat.
Forehead and lore and narrow line over eye grey-
brown (lore often somewhat darker), contrasting slight-
ly with black eye-patch. Head gradually darkens, to
dark grey-brown on crown and side of head and to
black-brown on nape. Lower ear-coverts, feathers
around gape and side of throat dark grey-brown, pale
agrey-fringed when fresh.

BODY Underparts black-brown, undertail-coverts paler
grey-brown. When fresh, feather-fringes off-white;
when worn, fringes abraded and some paler grey feath-
er-bases become visible. Oily-black saddle extends
onto lower back, contrasting with somewhat paler
black-brown rump and uppertail-coverts but very uni-
form with head (some individuals show slight contrast,
particularly in bright light). Feathers patterned as those
of underparts though fringes narrower and pale bases
less apparent (except uppertail-coverts). Plumage
browner when worn.

UPPERWING Darkest in outer wing, with outer four or
five primaries (inner web black-brown), outer primary
coverts (inner web black-brown), median primary
coverts, alula and lesser coverts blackish. Inner pri-
maries, secondaries and tertials uniformly black-brown
(secondaries can be blacker when fresh and viewed in
the hand; however, this is seldom the case in the field).
Greater coverts and inner primary coverts black-brown,
showing little contrast with remiges. Median coverts
blacker than greater coverts though slightly paler than
lesser coverts. When fresh, plumage at its darkest and
most uniform; however, wear makes inner wing paler
and browner, increasing contrast between leading edge
and inner wing, especially between lesser coverts and
other coverts. Wing-feathers, especially coverts and
secondaries, narrowly paler brown-fringed; fringes are
reduced by abrasion. Leading edge-coverts black with
distinct white fringe.

UNDERWING Similar to upperwing but remiges paler
(dark grey), showing mare contrast with darker coverts.
Greater primary coverts and greater coverts uniform
with corresponding remiges. Median primary coverts
and median coverts blacker though slightly paler than
black-brown lesser coverts and axillaries. Greater pri-
mary coverts, greater coverts, median primary coverts
and median coverts narrowly white-tipped, greater
coverts showing slightly darker subterminal crescent.
Inner primaries and secondaries can be translucent
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PLATE 2 Worn upperwings of Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus (upper) and Pallid Swift / Vale Gierzwaluw
Apus pallidus (lower) (Gerald Driessens)

when viewed from below.

TAIL  Black-brown, feathers with slightly paler fringe
and inner web. Paler below.

BODY-WING CONTRAST Upperparts contrast with wing
at tertials, greater and median wing-coverts; usually
uniform with lesser wing-coverts. Underparts usually
uniform with darker underwing-coverts and clearly
darker than rest of adjacent underwing.

Juvenile plumage
Similar to fresh adult plumage though a little blacker
(and, therefore, considerably blacker than worn adult
plumage) and feathers extensively white-fringed, most
notably those of forehead and lore which are white and
concolorous with white throat-patch that is broader
and more distinct than in adult. Feather-fringing be-
comes less dense and narrower away from forehead
and least distinct on mantle, becoming more marked
again on rump. Underparts more extensively ‘scaled’
than in fresh adult. Wing pattern like that of fresh adult
though remiges and wing-coverts extensively white-
fringed. In some individuals, white fringes to body-
feathers become abraded before post-juvenile moult to
first-winter plumage and birds then resemble adults al-
though white fringes to wing-feathers remain longer.
First-winter and first-summer birds retain juvenile
wing-feathers until moult 1o second-winter plumage,
except for smaller wing-coverts which are replaced
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during post-juvenile moult to first-winter plumage,
increasing contrast between inner wing and outer
wing. Plumage otherwise resembles that of adult.

Subspecies

A a apus is replaced in the eastern and south-
eastern parts of the species’ breeding range by
A a pekinensis (cf Cramp 1985). This subspecies
migrates to eastern Africa through the Middle
East and, although vagrancy has not been prov-
ed, it could appear anywhere in the Western
Palearctic. Both subspecies are clinal in nature
and intergrades occur in the zone where their
supposed breeding ranges meet (Cramp 1985).

A a pekinensis is a slightly paler bird. The
head pattern differs in that the throat-patch is
somewhat larger, cleaner white and more pro-
nounced and that the forehead is slightly paler.
The upperparts are a browner shade and the
underparts are not so deep-black. In the wing,
the coverts are more clearly pale-fringed and the
inner primaries, secondaries, greater primary
coverts and greater coverts are a little paler.

Worn adults of the two subspecies are prob-
ably inseparable in the field and, although A a
pekinensis is slightly paler and browner, the



areas of contrast are the same. Juvenile A a peki-
nensis is probably inseparable from juvenile A a
apus although on average it may be somewhat
paler in the wing.

A a pekinensis is so similar to A a apus that
there is little risk of it being mistaken for another
species.

Pallid Swift

Size and shape

Bulkiest of large Apus swifts. Wing broader, outer wing
tapering less than in other species of this group. Tip
shape variable, with p10 or 9 longest. Tail-fork
shallower than in Common and Fork-tailed. Tip to
outer rectrices more rounded though this is variable.
Juvenile has shallower tail-fork and more rounded tip
to outer rectrices. When closed, tail ample and solid,
often showing little hint of fork. Head flat and broad.
Body, especially at rump, slightly broader than in Com-
mon; where it joins tail, considerably broader than
closed tail. For measurements, see table 1.

Adult plumage (western Mediterranean popula-
tions of A p brehmorum)

HEAD Broad-based; very pale grey or off-white throat-
patch, variable in size but usually spreads to gape and
onto lower throat and chest; birds with narrower
throat-patch show distinct line of grey-brown feathers
around gape. Throat-patch often ill-defined because of
pale grey-brown feathers around it. Some throat-
patches faintly streaked by grey-brown shaft-streaks;
when waorn, darker grey-brown feather-bases become
visible. Forehead, lore and line over eye pale grey (lore
often somewhat darker), slightly darker than throat
(though this often hard to see); areas around bill often
uniformly pale, especially striking when viewed head-
on. Amount of pale on forehead variable, often extend-
ing beyond eye, but more uniform when pale feather-
fringes abraded. Forehead and lore contrast with black
eye-patch. Head becomes darker towards grey-brown
crown, ear-coverts and side of throat. Pale feather-
fringes across head apparent when fresh but are lost
through abrasion.

BODY Feathers have pale grey base, dark brown sub-
terminal crescent and narrow grey-white fringe. Black-
brown or dark olive-brown saddle (pale feather-fringe
at its narrowest, dark subterminal crescent at its broad-
est), contrasting with paler grey-brown lower back,
rump and uppertail-coverts (pale bases larger). Dark
saddle extends slightly onto nape, contrasting with
crown and ear-coverts, emphasizing pale-headed
appearance. Underparts olive-brown or dark grey-
brown, lightly scaled or (when pale feather-fringes
become abraded and feather-bases are more apparent)
lightly barred, with undertail-coverts slightly paler (pale
bases larger).

UPPERWING Darkest in outer wing, with outer two to
four primaries mostly black {inner web dark brown);
alula and median primary coverts black-brown and
lesser coverts dark olive-brown. Inner primaries
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progressively paler grey-brown, with secondaries and
tertials uniformly grey-brown. Greater primary coverts
with pale fringe and inner web uniform, causing slight
indentation into dark outer primaries. This is variable
and less apparent when coverts worn. Greater coverts
and median coverts similarly grey-brown to second-
aries and inner primaries or slightly darker, especially
in median coverts, In fresh plumage, secondaries can
be darker than greater coverts though this is rarely vis-
ible in the field. Leading edge-coverts pale brown, with
broad, though indistinct, pale fringe. All wing-feathers
narrowly paler-fringed, darker ones less so, this feature
being most prominent on secondaries and inner wing-
coverts,

UNDERWING  Similar to upperwing but remiges paler
grey-brown, showing more contrast with darker
coverts. Greater primary coverts and greater coverts
uniform with remiges (as on upperwing, outer greater
primary coverts can be paler than outer primaries).
Median primary coverts and median coverts darker
than greater coverts though slightly paler than lesser
coverts and axillaries. Greater coverts and median
coverts white-fringed and greater coverts show slightly
darker subterminal crescent.

TAIL Dark olive-brown, feathers with paler fringe and
inner web. Paler below.

BODY-WING CONTRAST Quter primaries often darkest
parl of wing or, indeed, entire upperside. Saddle uni-
form with or slightly darker than lesser wing-coverts,
clearly darker than other wing-coverts and tertials. In
underwing, darkest wing-coverts often darker than
underparts although this contrast is much affected by
light conditions. Rest of underwing clearly paler than
underparts.

Juvenile plumage

Similar to adult plumage though pale feather-fringes
slightly wider and dark subterminal crescents narrower;
thus, overall plumage paler, especially forehead and
throat which are whiter. Remiges distinctly pale-
fringed.

Subspecies

Three subspecies are recognized: A p pallidus (in
the southern part of the species’ breeding range,
from Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, in the west to
Pakistan in the east), A p brehmorum (Canary
and Madeiran Islands and the Mediterranean,
excluding the coasts of the Adriatic Sea) and A p
illyricus (the east and possibly the west coast of
the Adriatic Sea). The relationship between the
three subspecies is complex and clinal, with
slight variation in both size and colour. Some
variation occurs within the ranges of the subspe-
cies (Cramp 1985).

A p pallidus tends to be the smallest and palest
of the subspecies. The plumage is the greyest in
tone, both on the body and wing. The throat-
patch tends to be slightly larger and the saddle
less distinct.
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62 Pallid Swift / Vale Gierzwaluw Apus pallidus, Eilat,
Israel, March 1992 (Killian Mullarney)

A p illyricus tends to be the darkest and largest
subspecies. The crown is the darkest and more
uniform with the blacker saddle. The saddle is
larger, extending onto the lower back. The rump
also is darker but still remains clearly paler than
the saddle. The outer wing is a deeper black. The
underparts are darker and consequently the
throat-patch is more striking.

Within A p brehmorum, there is considerable
variation; some of the southern populations are
considerably paler than those in the Mediterra-
nean.

Identification of Common and Pallid Swifts
Shape

This feature is a subjective one. It should be used
with caution, especially on lone birds. However,
when Common and Pallid are viewed together,
the differences, coupled with slightly different
flight actions, can be striking.

Pallid is broader-winged, especially in the
outer wing. The wing of Common is more classi-
cally scythe-shaped; the width becomes gradu-
ally less towards the tip, resulting in a more
pointed wing. The wing-tip shape and the rela-
tive position of p10 and 9 are subject to much
overlap and the rigours of moult.

The tail-fork of Pallid is shallower and the tip
to the outer rectrices is more rounded. These
features vary considerably. Juveniles of both spe-
cies show a shallower tail-fork and a more
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rounded tip to the outer rectrices. The closed tail
of Pallid is more ample and solid than that of
Common though it is usually slightly shorter. The
broader body can have the effect of making the
tail appear narrower than in Common.

The head of Pallid is broader and flatter than
the neatly rounded head of Common. The body
of Pallid is also broader; this is especially appar-
ent at the rump which is wider than the closed
tail.

Head

The large pale grey forehead and lore of Pallid
always contrast with the black eye-patch. The
forehead and lore of adult Common are paler
than the eye-patch but show little contrast with
it, even in bright sunlight. Some A a pekinensis
may show a pale forehead similar to that of a
darker Pallid. Juvenile Common shows an
obvious white forehead and lore that contrast
with the dark eye-patch.

The pale on the forehead of A p pallidus and
the palest A p brehmorum can appear extensive
because of the pale forecrown and crown. In the
darker A p brehmorum and A p illyricus, the pale
appears more restricted as these individuals have
a darker forecrown and crown although these
areas are still paler than the nape (but this con-
trast can be hard to see in the field). In adult A a
apus, the pale on the forehead is least con-
spicuous and the effect is one of great uniformity,
with the head gradually darkening to a dark
crown, showing little or no contrast with the
nape; A a pekinensis is similar though slightly
paler. The forehead of juvenile Common forms a
quite clear-cut white patch restricted to the area
in front of the level of the eye, with pale feather-
fringes becoming narrower towards the crown.

In Pallid, the dark eye-patch is often the dark-
est area on the head; it is clearly darker than the
ear-coverts. In the darker populations, this fea-
ture is less useful though still apparent, especially
in bright sunlight. However, in bright sunshine,
because of the recessed nature of swift eyes, the
impression of a darker eye-patch can be seen in
any species. The ear-coverts of Pallid are usually
paler than the nape and, at some angles, paler
than the adjoining side of the neck with its dark-
er feathers. In Common, the darker ear-coverts
show no such contrast.

The pale forehead and lore of Pallid often form
a continuous pale area linked to the throat al-
though, when seen well, the forehead and lore
are usually slightly darker. In Common, the fore-
head is usually clearly darker than the throat,



Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

A B C

FIGURE 3 Belly-feathers of worn adult (upper) and juvenile Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus (A), Pallid Swift /

Vale Gierzwaluw A pallidus (B, two variations), Plain Swift / Eilandgierzwaluw A unicolor (C) and Alexander’s

Swift / Kaapverdische Gierzwaluw A alexandri (D, two variations) (lower). Note relative extent of pale bases, dark
subterminal crescents and pale tips as these influence underpart pattern (Gerald Driessens)

FIGURE 4 Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus of pale subspecies A a pekinensis (left) and Pallid Swift / Vale

Gierzwaluw A pallidus of dark subspecies A p illyricus. Note Pallid’s more ‘broken’ wing pattern with more exten-

sive darker outer primaries (darker than lesser coverts), pale notch into outer wing (caused by paler greater primary

coverts) and markedly paler inner wing. Note also Pallid’s more marked saddle and paler head although this is
A p illyricus with darker crown than other subspecies (Gerald Driessens)

FIGURE 5 Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus of

pale subspecies A a pekinensis (left) and Pallid Swift /

Vale Gierzwaluw A pallidus of dark subspecies A p illy-
ricus (Gerald Driessens)
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except in worn individuals with a particularly
indistinct throat-patch when little contrast can be
seen. Juvenile Common shows a white forehead
and lore continuous with the throat-patch.

The throat-patch of Pallid is usually larger than
that of Common although overlap occurs. It is
broader, often extending to the gape and down
to the lower throat, being ‘flare-ended’ or ‘tri-
angular’ in shape. In the paler populations, the
throat-patch is often indistinct because of the
pale surrounding feathers. In the darker popu-
lations, the throat-patch is more distinct, espec-
ially along the lowest edge where it adjoins the
darker chest-feathers. In adult Common, the
throat-patch is narrower and more rounded than
in Pallid. A a apus has the narrowest and most
indistinct throat-patch while that of adult A a
pekinensis is whiter, more distinct and slightly
broader. Juvenile Common has a somewhat
wider more distinct throat-patch than the adult.

Upperside

Pallid shows a more distinct saddle (ie, more
contrast between the saddle and the head in
front, and the lower back and rump behind) and
has generally paler greyer-brown and more
olive-brown upperparts than Common which is
uniform black-brown above. In A p pallidus, the
saddle is at its palest; the surrounding feather-
tracts are, however, also paler. In A p illyricus,
the saddle is at its largest, extending onto the
lower back, and the crown is less obviously paler
than the nape. In A p brehmorum, the saddle
shows contrast with the lower back and rump,
appearing smaller than in A p illyricus. All Pal-
lids show some contrast between the nape and
crown.

Common shows a saddle in all but the dullest
conditions when it looks uniformly dark (more so
than Pallid ever does). In the adult, the saddle
can be striking but it usually does not contrast
with the head (no obvious contrast between the
nape and crown) and the upper back, the con-
trast being between the lower back and rump. In
the juvenile, the pale feather-fringes are narrow-
est on the mantle, becoming broader towards the
head and rump.

With good views, the upperparts of Pallid (par-
ticularly the rump, less so the mantle) show the
typical feather-patterning (ie, a pale base, dark
subterminal crescent and a pale fringe). Juvenile
Common and, to a lesser extent, fresh adults
show a faint feather-patterning.
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Underside

In A p pallidus and the paler A p brehmorum, the
body is distinctly paler than in Common. In A p
illyricus and the darker A p brehmorum, the
body colour is closer to that of Common
(especially in A a pekinensis) though, when seen
well, the impression is one of olive-brown or
grey-brown whereas the body in the palest Com-
mon still appears dark grey-brown. The under-
tail-coverts can be strikingly pale but this is often
exaggerated by the effect of shadow across the
body and wing. With good views, the underparts
of Pallid show the typical feather-patterning,
which can appear almost as light barring across
the body, most distinct on the flanks, apparent
even when the pale fringes are abraded.

In worn Common, the body, although appear-
ing uniformly dark at distance, can at close range
show a variable degree of mottling because the
paler feather-bases become more exposed as the
fringes abrade. When fresh, the narrow pale
fringes 10 the body-feathers can be seen given
good views (still visible on many birds upon
arrival in Europe). Juvenile Common shows more
distinct pale feather-fringing than adult. The
effect of the feather-fringing on Common is,
however, one of light scaling and never the mare
heavily marked or barred appearance of Pallid.

Wing and tail

Common and Pallid show a similar wing pattern,
with the outer wing darker than the inner wing,
In Pallid, the contrast between the outer and
inner primaries is usually greater than in Com-
mon (especially in the upperwing) as is the con-
trast between the lesser wing-coverts and the
other wing-coverts and secondaries. The area of
the darker outer primaries is usually broader in
Pallid. Also, the outer primaries can be the dark-
est part of the upperwing (or indeed the upper-
side), darker than the lesser wing-coverts. Al-
though this is again light-affected, it probably
rarely occurs in Common. In Pallid, the greater
uniformity in and the broader pale fringes to the
greater primary coverts cause a small indentation
into the dark outer wing, the paler coverts con-
trasting with the darker outer primaries. In Com-
mon, the outer primary coverts usually match the
outer primaries in darkness. This can be a strik-
ing feature but individual variation must be taken
into account and, as the feather-fringes abrade,
the effect will be one of greater uniformity. In the
underwing, the area of the darkest wing-coverts
can be narrower than in Common because of the
broader pale fringing to the median wing-coverts



and the fact that the median wing-coverts are
somewhat paler than the lesser wing-coverts. In
Common, the median wing-coverts, although
slightly paler than the lesser wing-coverts, form a
more uniformly dark block with the lesser wing-

coverts, Pale feather-fringing throughout the
wing of Pallid can give the wing a distinct
‘shimmering’ appearance, especially when view-
ed in bright light. Pale fringes to the wing-coverts
often show as distinct lines across the surface of
the wing and, although this will be reduced by
wear, it would not appear like this in adult Com-
mon.

In fresh Common, the wing is at its darkest and
shows least contrast. However, as the plumage
wears (perhaps most pronounced in first-winter
and first-summer birds), the pattern becomes
closer to that of Pallid, with the outer primaries
(and their corresponding coverts), alula and
lesser wing-coverts being the darkest areas on
the wing. The contrast between the tracts is,
however, still less than in Pallid. In juvenile, the
contrast is usually no more pronounced than in a
fresh adult but all remiges and wing-coverts are
distinctly white-fringed and can appear very pale
and ‘flashing’, especially in bright light.

The tail of Common is darker than that of Pal-
lid but, as the adjoining areas of the hody are
similarly darker too, it is of little importance.

Body-wing contrast

The underparts of Common and Pallid contrast
with the underwing, except the outer primaries
and the lesser and median underwing-coverts. In
Pallid, the dark underwing-coverts can be darker
than the underparts whereas in Common the
effect is usually one of greater uniformity. This
feature is essentially light-affected; it can be seen
in Common at times (as can uniformity in Pallid)
and should be used with caution.

On the upperwing of Pallid, the lesser wing-
coverts are usually uniform with or paler than the
saddle, according to individual variation and the
effect of light, with the rest of the adjacent wing
being paler and emphasizing the saddle effect. In
Common, the pattern, though similar, is of
greater uniformity, ie, showing less contrast. The
effect in Pallid is of a more broken pattern,
especially as the outer primaries are usually dar-
ker than the lesser wing-coverts.

Conclusion

Identification can be straightforward when direct
comparison can be made between the essentially
black-brown Common and the essentially olive-

Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

brown Pallid. The facial and feather patterns and
the degree of contrast in the wing and on the
upperparts need to be examined critically if the
identity of a lone bird is to be established.

Plain Swift

Size and shape

Thin narrow-winged Apus swift, distinctly smaller (c
20%) than Common. Wing narrower than in Common,
enhancing long-tailed appearance (tail proportionally
slightly longer than in Common). Body slim, tapering
from broadest point at chest to tail. Considerably nar-
rower at rump than in Common. Head shape as that of
Common. P9 longest. For measurements, see table 1.

Adult plumage

HEAD  Small indistinct throat-patch grey-brown, oc-
casionally pale grey-white; mottled when worn. Small-
est throat-patches restricted to chin; largest ones
extending just beyond level of eye, still, however, ill-
defined and less clear-cut than in all other swifts
texcept Alexander's and worn Common), tending to
merge with surrounding progressively darker grey-
brown feathers. Forehead and lore dark grey-brown,
slightly paler than crown, with pale grey feather-
fringing. Often, when viewed head-on, areas around
bill clearly paler than rest of head. Black eye-patch.
Ear-coverts, crown and nape somewhat paler than or
uniform with black-brown saddle. Lightly pale grey
feather-fringing on head when fresh.

BODY Underparts progressively dark grey-brown away
from throat, then uniform to vent; undertail-coverts
pale grey-brown. Black-brown feathers from lower
throat to vent distinctly pale grey-tipped and grey-
based; fringes become abraded and some bases be-
come visible when worn. Feathers of upperparts similar
though blacker, with less distinct fringing and smaller
pale bases. Blackest on saddle which extends onto
lower back, contrasting slightly with dark grey-brown
rump and uppertail-coverts.

UPPERWING  Quter primaries, alula, outer primary
coverts, median primary coverts and lesser coverts
black-brown, forming darkest area. Inner primaries and
secondaries black-brown, uniform with or somewhat
paler than corresponding greater coverts, with median
coverts darker, closer in tone to lesser coverts. In re-
miges, inner webs (and tips to secondaries) palest.
Wear increases contrast between inner and outer
wings. Coverts indistinctly pale-fringed, especially
greater coverts.

UNDERWING  Remiges paler grey, uniform with or
slightly paler than corresponding greater coverts which
are white-fringed. Median coverts also white-fringed
and clearly darker though somewhat paler than lesser
coverts. Greater coverts have darker subterminal cres-
cent as in Common. Inner primaries and secondaries
can be translucent.

BODY-WING CONTRAST  As in Common although
underwing-coverts are more often darker than under-
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63 Plain Swift / Eilandgierzwaluw Apus unicolor, Tene-
rife, Canary Islands, August 1992 (Kris de Rouck)

parts, as in Pallid, perhaps because of slightly paler
body.
TAIL Dark olive-brown, uniform with coverts

Juvenile plumage

Remiges and wing-coverts more distinctly pale- or
white-fringed, body-feathers also more distinctly pale-
or white-fringed

Identification

Plain is very similar to Common. In fresh adult or
juvenile plumage, Common is blacker than the
essentially dark grey-brown Plain. However,
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once slightly worn, the plumage of Common
becomes less deep-black and very similar to that
of Plain and most areas of contrast are similar.
Juvenile Common, with its white forehead and
lore and broad contrasting throat-patch, is easily
excluded. The main differences in plumage
between adult Common and Plain are in the
throat-patch and the pattern of the feathers of the
underparts. The underparts of Plain are more
heavily marked than those of fresh adult Com-
mon though similar to juvenile Common. Like
Pallid, the feather-bases are paler grey than the
blackish subterminal crescents and, therefore,
some dark barring can be seen, especially when
worn. The underparts are also slightly paler than
in Common and, interestingly, as in Pallid, the
darkest underwing-coverts can be darker than
the body (as mentioned before, this light-affected
feature should be used with caution and can be
shown by Common). The throat-patch is import-
ant. Adult Commons, particularly those worn
individuals with a dull mottled throat-patch, and
those Plains with a larger whiter throat-patch can
be highly problematic. The most distinctive
Plains are those with a pale grey-brown throat-
patch, becoming progressively paler towards the
chin, and not showing a true rounded throat-
patch as those shown by other species. Those
with a larger throat-patch overlap with adult
Commons and, although usually less distinct,
many Plains are very similar to worn adult Com-
mons. In these individuals, the feathers around
the throat-patch of Plain are usually paler than

FIGURE 6 Heads of typical
worn adult Common Swift

Gierzwaluw Apus apus (left)
and typical Plain Swift /
Eilandgierzwaluw A unicolor
Note in Plain paler feathers
around throat-patch and more
barred underparts (Gerald

Driessens)



those around the throat-patch of an adult Com-
mon. Because of the problem of some worn
adult Commons showing a dull throat-patch,
attention should be paid to the underparts and
the degree of pale markings there, as these
should be entirely worn off on a worn Common
(although some paler feather-bases may be seen).
A worn Plain, although having lost some pale
feather-fringes, still shows light barring.

The jizz of Plain is most important. It is some-
what smaller and considerably slimmer, with a
longer deeper-forked tail than Common. The dif-
ference in structure is most marked at the rump
which tapers to the tail, lacking the ‘lumpiness’
associated with the large Apus swifts. The struc-
tural differences are further enhanced by the
frantic high-speed flight on shimmering wing-
beats, with all the aerial skills of the large species
exhibited but at greater speed.

Separation of Plain from Pallid is more straight-
forward and in many ways similar to separating
Common from Pallid. The underparts of Plain
are, by virtue of the feather-markings, closer to
those of Pallid than Common; however, the large
pale grey-white throat-patch of Pallid, although
variable in size, probably never overlaps with
that of Plain and is always more striking. In Pal-
lid, the pale grey lores and forehead contrast
more with the crown and eye-patch than in
Plain. The saddle of Plain is more akin to that of
Common and, therefore, it lacks the pale-headed
appearance and the contrasting lower back and
rump of Pallid. The upperwing of Plain is very
similar to that of Common and, thus, there is
greater uniformity between the inner wing and
outer wing than in Pallid. The general coloration
of Plain is darker than in Pallid. The structural
differences are more marked between Plain and
Pallid than between Plain and Common. The
body of Pallid is bulkier (especially at the rump),
the tail is less forked and shorter and the wings
are broader and blunter. The flight of Pallid is
slightly slower and more deliberate than in Com-
mon and is, therefore, even further removed from
Plain.

The separation from Alexander's is dealt with
under that species.

Alexander’s Swift

Size and shape

Distinctly smaller (¢ 10%) than Plain and shorter-
winged, with shallowest tail-fork of Apus swifts. Com-
pact shape, combined with weak fluttering flight, leads
to distinct appearance. P9 longest. For measurements,
see table 1.

Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

64 Alexander’s Swift / Kaapverdische Gierzwaluw
Apus alexandri, Fogo, Cape Verde Islands, March 1986
(René Pop)

Adult plumage

HEAD Indistinct broad throat-patch, very pale grey-
brown or pale grey-white. Whole throat pale, be-
coming progressively darker towards pale grey-brown
breast from whitest area on chin. Forehead and lore
grey-brown and lightly paler-fringed, becoming darker
towards dark grey-brown crown. Ear-coverts and side
of neck slightly paler than nape. Side of throat and
feathers around gape becoming darker away from
throat. Head-feathers lightly paler-fringed when fresh.
BODY Underparts progressively darker away from
throat, darkest grey-brown on belly; undertail-coverts
slightly paler. Feathers grey-brown with slightly darker
subterminal crescent; when worn, paler fringes abrade
and grey bases become visible. Dark grey-brown
saddle extends onto lower back and contrasts with
grey-brown rump and uppertail-coverts. Feathers of
upperparts more narrowly paler-fringed and grey bases
less visible when worn.

WING  As in Plain though somewhat paler, especially
on inner wing.

TAIL Grey-brown, no clear contrast with coverts.
BODY-WING CONTRAST Lesser wing-coverts uniform
with saddle, other wing-coverts and tertials slightly
paler. In underwing, darkest wing-coverts fairly uni-
form with underparts; rest of wing paler.

Juvenile plumage
Similar to fresh adult plumage. Inner primaries and
secondaries narrowly white-tipped.

Identification

Alexander’s is very similar to Plain. It differs in its
less black plumage, especially on the inner wing,
the pale grey-brown rump (ie, the saddle is more
prominent) and pale grey-brown underparts with
their lighter feather-markings. The throat-patch,
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PLATE 3 Plain Swifts / Eilandgierzwaluwen Apus unicolor (upper) and Alexander’s Swifts / Kaapverdische Gierzwa-
luwen Apus alexandri (lower); adults depicted from below, juveniles from above (Gerald Driessens)




as in Plain, is indistinct but is larger and paler
greyish-white or very pale grey-brown as oppos-
ed to typical grey-brown. A worn Plain at the
pale and large-throat-patched extreme would be
very hard to separate from Alexander’s on throat-
patch alone. The general paleness of the under-
parts (darkest grey-brown on the belly as oppos-
ed to the whole of the underparts, being dark
grey-brown or even black-brown) is perhaps the
most important plumage feature on such an indi-
vidual.

Alexander’s is the smallest of the ‘uniform’
Apus swifts; it is ¢ 10% smaller than Plain, with a
considerably shallower tail-fork and a shorter
wing and tail. This, combined with a weaker
more fluttering flight, leads to a distinctive jizz.
The shorter-winged appearance makes the spe-
cies look bulkier-bodied and perhaps slightly
larger-headed and less streamlined.

Common and Pallid are both considerably
larger (¢ 25%) and longer-winged and more
powerful in their flight than Alexander’s. Separa-
tion from Common is similar as from Plain, with
the body appearing considerably darker but the
throat-patch would appear whiter and more dis-
tinct in all but the most worn examples. Pallid
would appear more distinctly pale-throated and
more extensively pale-foreheaded than Alexan-
der’s, with more contrast in the wing and on the
saddle. The breast of Pallid is darker than that of
Alexander’s.

Fork-tailed, Little and White-rumped Swifts
These species are characterized by a white rump,
a contrasting white throat-patch and a predomi-
nantly black plumage. Fork-tailed, although
more closely related to Common in taxonomical
terms, is included here only by virtue of having a
white rump.

Fork-tailed is a vagrant from the Eastern Pale-
arctic. It has been recorded only twice. On 19
June 1981, an exhausted bird was found on a
gas-platform on the Leman Bank at 53:06 N,
02:12 E in the North Sea, ¢ 45 km off Happis-
burgh, Norfolk, Britain; it was picked up and
released at Beccles Heliport, Suffolk (Parker
1990). On 30 May 1993, a bird was seen and
photographed at Cley, Norfolk, Britain.

Little is a breeding species, with localized po-
pulations in the Middle East and north-western
Africa. These populations are largely resident. It
is a vagrant away from the breeding areas: T Bri-
tain and Ireland (11 in May-November); 2 Malta
(eight); 3 Spain (five); 4 Sweden (four in June-
October); and 5 ltaly (two) (Lewington et al
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1991, Rogers & Rarities Committee 1992). There
has been a large number of unpublished reports
from southern Spain in recent years but, although
this region is close to the Moroccan breeding
area, some caution must be exercised because of
the risk of confusion with White-rumped which
breeds in the region.

White-rumped is a summer migrant and breed-
ing species, with localized populations in south-
ern Spain and Morocco (High Atlas). It seems
likely that the species has been largely over-
locked in southern Spain. It is regularly seen
outside its previous stronghold, close to Tarifa,
Cadiz, and has been reported as far east as
Almeria, Almerfa (Cramp 1985), and as far north
as Montefrague NP, Cdceres (several observers).
It is an extreme rarity away from southern Spain
and Morocco: 1 Kestilid, near Oulu, Finland, 18
November 1968 (sick bird); 2 Malta, 25 May
1975; 3 Jomfruland, Telemark, Norway, 18 May
1984; and 4 Eftang, Larvik, Norway, 15 June
1986 (two hirds) (Lewington et al 1991).

Fork-tailed Swift

Size and shape

Largest Apus swift. Slightly longer-winged than Com-
mon, wing more rakish though similar in shape. Tail-
fork deeper. Tail heavy when open (outer tail broader
than in other fork-tailed swifts); when tail tightly clos-
ed, fork can be indistinct or missing. Tail is parallel-
edged and lacks slight ‘lumpiness’ of Pallid and Com-
mon where tail joins body (when opened or closed).
When closed, it resembles that of White-rumped but
tightly closed tail is not held as long (ie, tail is more fre-
quently flexed) and is broader and not so ‘spike-like’.
Generally, larger- and longer-tailed than Common.
Head larger and more protruding than in Common.
Body shape as in Common. P9 longest. For measure-
ments, see table 2.

Adult plumage (A p pacificus)

HEAD Large broad white triangular throat-patch does
not contrast strongly with underparts, especially when
worn when it is greyer and mottled. Upperhead black-
brown, feathers white-fringed, most extensively on
forehead and lore and in line over eye, less so on dark-
er crown. Black eye-patch. Lightly white-fringed black-
brown ear-coverts and side of neck somewhat paler
than crown.

BODY Heavily marked feathers of underparts black
with broad white fringe, giving marked scaly appear-
ance; when warn, some pale feather-bases become
visible, giving underparts mottled appearance. Black
saddle very lightly pale-fringed, extending onto lower
back. White of rump also extends slightly onto rear
flank and, in front of rump, gives U shape. Uppertail-
coverts black, only pale-fringed immediately below
rump.
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65 Fork-tailed Swift / Aziatische Gierzwaluw Apus
pacificus, Cley, Norfolk, Britain, 30 May 1993 (Rob
Wilson)

UPPERWING Very dark. Outer primaries, alula, outer
greater primary coverts, median primary coverts,
median coverts and lesser coverts black, with remain-
der of wing black-brown. Inner web and tip of remiges
palest. Contrast in wing increases when worn. Second-
aries lightly paler-fringed. No marked paler fringes to
coverts.

UNDERWING Remiges somewhat paler; they can be
translucent in strong light. Greater primary coverts and
greater coverts slightly darker than remiges though
paler than browner median coverts and, in turn, black-
er lesser coverts. All coverts extensively white-fringed,
with greater coverts somewhat darker subterminally.
Axillaries uniform with lesser coverts.

TAIL  Black, uniform with uppertail-coverts. Slightly
paler below.

FIGURE 7 Fork-tailed Swift /
Siberische Gierzwaluw Apus
pacificus (far right) and Com-
mon Swifts / Gierzwaluwen
A apus, including juvenile
(upper left) and partially albi-
nistic bird (lower left). Note
difference in shape of open-
ed tail and more rakish
appearance of wings of Fork-
tailed (Gerald Driessens)
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TABLE 2 Measurements (mm) of Fork-tailed Apus pacifi-
cus, Little A affinis and White-rumped Swifts A caffer
(from Cramp 1985)

wing tail tail-fork
Fork-tailed 173-186 75-88 29-40
Little 133-141 39-43
White-rumped  135-145 66-75 27-36

Measurements of juveniles on average 2-3 mm less.

Juvenile plumage
Similar to fresh adult plumage. Secondaries and inner
primaries narrowly white-tipped.

Subspecies

Both records probably concerned A p pacificus
(cf Cramp 1985). The three other subspecies are
known from southern Asia; these tend to be dark-
er than A p pacificus.

Little Swift

Size and shape

Distinctive silhouette. This is largely due to diagnostic
shape of tail, which is short, ample (often broader than
body) and square-ended when closed, rounded when
spread. Caution must be exercised, however, as tail not
always square-ended. Many individuals show slight
cleft or gap in centre. Wing width less than tail length
and wing blunter-tipped than in White-rumped. P9 on
average slightly longer than p10. Fairly rounded body,
evenly full from head to body until point after wings
from where it tapers to tail. Whole appearance com-
pact and chunky. For measurements, see table 2.
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FIGURE 8 Flock of distant Fork-tailed Swifts / Siberische Gierzwaluwen Apus pacificus with paler feather-fringing on
underparts obscured in all but one. Note variation in tail shape (Gerald Driessens)

Adult plumage (A a galilejensis)

HEAD Large white rounded throat-patch, extending to
gape and beyond eye onto lower throat. Forehead, lore
and line over eve pale grey (lore often slightly darker),
darkening to grey-brown on crown and black-brown
on nape. Black eye-patch. Ear-coverts grey-brown,
darkening to nape and side of neck. Worn individuals
show indistinct mottled grey throat-patch (this is parti-
cularly prevalent in first-winter and first-summer birds).
BODY Underparts deep black-brown, somewhat paler
on edge of throat; some grey-white feather-fringes
when fresh; paler grey feather-bases become visible
when worn. Undertail-coverts pale grey, especially
outer ones. Glossy black-blue saddle extends onto
lower back, less black just above rump. Saddle-feathers
deep black at tip with paler grey base, only visible
when worn. Broad white rump-band extends onto rear
flank, giving wrapped-around impression (ensuring that
some white can be seen at any angle). Uppertail-
coverts grey-brown, paler than saddle, with outer web
of outer coverts palest.

UPPERWING Remiges dark grey-brown, with blacker
outer webh; outer primaries slightly darker (less contrast
than in large Apus swiits). Secondaries paler-tipped.
Greater primary coverts and greater coverts uniform
with or somewhat darker than remiges and pale-
fringed. Other coverts darker, becoming progressively
darker towards leading edge. Leading edge-coverts bro-
adly white-fringed.

UNDERWING Remiges, paler greyer than in upperwing,
translucent in strong light. Greater primary coverts and
greater coverts slightly darker than or uniform with
remiges and white-fringed and somewhat darker sub-
terminally, with other coverts becoming darker towards

leading edge. Axillaries blue-black.

TAIL Pale grey, slightly darker in centre. When spread,
translucent, with outer tail contrasting with central tail
and body.

BODY-WING CONTRAST In upperwing, median and less-
er wing-coverts fairly uniform with saddle, rest of wing
somewhat paler. In underwing, darkest wing-coverts
fully uniform with body, remainder of wing clearly paler.

Juvenile plumage

Less glossy than adult plumage. Feathers slightly paler-
fringed, as in fresh adult plumage, but more extensively
on wing-coverts.

Subspecies and main confusion species
Two subspecies breed in the Western Palearctic:
A a galilejensis from northern Africa and the
Middle East and the slightly blacker A a aeroba-
tes from the Banc d'Arguin, Mauritania (this sub-
species is also found throughout western and
central Africa). Three other African subspecies
are recognized, including A a affinis, which is
also found in western India. A further subspecies,
A a singalensis, is found in southern India and Sri
Lanka. A a galilejensis is the palest subspecies.
Further east, a closely related species (some-
times considered conspecific), House Swift
A nipalensis, occurs. It is largely resident in its
range that stretches from Nepal in the west, to
Taiwan in the east and to Indonesia in the south.
Four subspecies are recognized: A n furcatus in
Indonesia (Java and presumably Bali); A n kuntzi
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PLATE 4 Fork-tailed Swifts / Siberische Gierzwaluwen A pacificus; adult depicted from below, juvenile from above
(Gerald Driessens)

on Taiwan; A n nipalensis from Nepal to eastern
China (Jiangsu), south through India (Assam) and
south-eastern Asia to the northern Malay penin-
sula (including Tenasserim in Burma); and A n
subfurcatus on the southern Malay peninsula
(south of Tenasserim) and in Indonesia (Borneo
and apparently Sumatra) (Brooke 1971). A n
nipalensis and A n subfurcatus, with their larger
ranges, are treated here.

Both A n nipalensis and A n subfurcatus have
a blacker plumage than A a affinis or A a galile-
jensis. A n subfurcatus is particularly dark, with
the upperside from hindcrown to uppertail-
coverts being black and without contrast, except
for the white rump which tends to be narrower.
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The forehead and forecrown are browner and
slightly though clearly paler. On the underside
(below the throat-patch), A n subfurcatus is uni-
formly black. A n nipalensis is closer to A a affi-
nis but differs on the upperside in that its fore-
head and uppertail-coverts are all darker (but not
uniform with the mantle as in A n subfurcatus).
As in A n subfurcatus, the rump tends to be nar-
rower. The undertail-coverts are also darker than
in A a aifinis but not uniform with the rest of the
underside. Both A n nipalensis and A n subiurca-
tus are blacker in the wing (especially A n sub-
furcatus), with less feather-fringing than in Little,
and have more uniform outer uppertail-coverts
(outer webs less obviously paler). In some fresh



A n subfurcatus, the very narrow pale tips to the
secondaries stand out more against the blacker
secondaries than in Little. The feather-fringing on
the underparts of House is often claimed to he
more extensive than on those of Little. This is
greatly affected by wear and is very hard to see
in the field (it is only apparent in skinned speci-
mens).

The structure of both Little and House is simi-
lar but the latter is slightly larger and has a longer
tail; the shallow fork is clearly visible in the field.
The tail-fork is 5-8 mm in all subspecies except
A n furcatus in which it is 8-13.5 mm.

White-rumped Swift

Size and shape

Long narrow wing pointed, p9 longer than p10. Long
deep-forked tail considerably longer than width of
wing. When tail held closed (which White-rumped
does over long periods), it looks as long thin spike,
much the narrowest of closed tails in Apus swifts. Tip
to outer rectrix pointed. Juvenile has shallower tail-fork
and more rounded tip to outer rectrices. Head shape
unremarkable but body narrow and tapering from
breast to tail, with little distinction from body to tail.
For measurements, see table 2.

Adult plumage (southern Spanish population)
HEAD Broad white throat-patch, contrasting with black
underparts. When worn, throat-patch can show darker
shaft-streaking. Forehead and line over eye pale grey-
brown; lore usually darker, uniform with feathers
around gape. Black eye-patch. Forecrown and ear-
coverts grey-brown, becoming progressively darker
towards nape and side of neck. When worn, head
becomes paler, contrasting more with saddle. When
fresh, some feather-fringing across head.

BODY Saddle uniformly blue-black, feathers of lower
back immediately above rump-band slightly paler. Nar-
row but striking white rump-band, extending slightly
onto rear flank and wing, giving U shape. White visible
from side but not from directly below. When worn,
some darker streaks can be seen in rump. Lower rump
somewhat paler than blue-black uppertail-coverts.
Underparts and undertail-coverts uniformly blue-black,
with very narrow paler feather-fringes when fresh.
When worn, grey-brown feather-bases hecome visible.
UPPERWING Remiges black-brown (inner web paler),
with outer primaries slightly darker though less so than
in large Apus swifts. Narrow white tips to secondaries
and often some inner primaries showing as white trail-
ing edge though this is prone to wear. Greater primary
coverts and greater coverts uniform with or somewhat
darker than remiges, with smaller coverts becoming
progressively blue-black towards leading edge. Leading
edge-coverts narrowly white-tipped.

UNDERWING Remiges, paler grey than in upperwing,
sometimes translucent in strong light. Greater primary
coverts and greater coverts uniform with or slightly
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66 Little Swift / Huisgierzwaluw Apus affinis, Malindi,
Kenya, December 1984 (lef de Ridder)

darker than remiges and white-tipped, with somewhat
darker subterminal crescents. Smaller coverts increas-
ingly darker towards leading edge, with median pri-
mary coverts and median coverts white-tipped.

TAIL  Black-brown. Little contrast with uppertail-
coverts, more so with undertail-coverts.

BODY-WING CONTRAST  Median and lesser wing-
coverts uniform with upperparts and underparts, re-
miges and greater wing-coverts paler. Darkest under-
wing-coverts often paler than blue-black underparts,
remainder of underwing obviously paler.

Juvenile plumage

Very similar to fresh adult plumage. White trailing edge
to wing more prominent; narrow white fringes to
greater wing-coverts and median wing-coverts soon
lost through abrasion. Plumage tone less blue.

Subspecies

Two subspecies are recognized: A ¢ caffer,
which occupies the southern part of the species’
breeding range north to the Zambesi, and A ¢
streubelii, which is found in the northern part of
the breeding range. The differences are size-
based. The subspecific status of the Spanish and
Moraccan populations is unknown (cf Cramp
1985) but they probably belong to A ¢ streubelii.

TABLE 3 Measurements (mm) of Apus nipalensis nipa-
lensis and A n subfurcatus (from Brooke 1971)

wing tail
A n nipalensis 134-142 48-55
A n subfurcatus 130-140 47-55
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67 White-rumped Swift / Kaffergierzwaluw Apus caffer,
Tsavo NP, Kenya, December 1983 (Chris Steeman)

Identification of Fork-tailed, Little and White-
rumped Swifts

The structure is important in the identification of
these species. Little, with its distinctive tail, can
be distinguished with ease. However, it should
be borne in mind that the tail-end can be uneven
and often has a very slight cleft. White-rumped
can frequently be observed for long periods with-
out any sign of a tail-fork but the tail will appear
as a long, fine and thin spike and not as the
broad ample tail of Little, White-rumped, al-
though clearly smaller, has the appearance of a
slim, narrow-winged and long- and narrow-tailed
Common. Little has a more compact and bulky
appearance and, although the tail looks longer
than the width of the wing, it is still shorter than
in White-rumped. The tail of Little often appears
wider than the body. When spread, the tail of
White-rumped is deep-forked and the outer rec-
trices look fine and pointed.

Fork-tailed has a different appearance. It is
clearly a large Apus swift. It is slightly longer-
winged than Common and, although having a
slightly more rakish appearance than Common,
is much bulkier than White-rumped and much
longer-winged and -tailed than Little. The tail is
much heavier than in White-rumped (indeed, the
outer tail is clearly heavier than in any of the
other fork-tailed Apus swifts dealt with in this
article) and is deeply forked when open. When
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the tail is closed, its shape is closer to that of
White-rumped but it is broader, never *spike-like’
and some fork is usually still apparent (when the
tail is tightly closed, however, the fork can be
indistinct or missing). White-rumped tends to
hold its tail closed over longer periods of time
without a hint of a fork; Fork-tailed flexes its tail
more often and the closed shape is more trans-
ient. Fork-tailed is different in plumage from the
two smaller species. The heavy white fringing to
the body-feathers (particularly those of the
underbody) and the underwing-coverts make this
the heaviest-marked of the Apus swifts and quite
unlike the uniformly black-bodied smaller spe-
cies. When the body is seen with bright sunlight
across, it can appear quite grey. The shape of the
rump-patch is very similar to that of White-
rumped but slightly broader. The wing of Fork-
tailed is closer to that of Common than of Little
or White-rumped (but blacker than in any of
these species), with the outer wing more uniform
through the lesser wing-coverts and onto the
outer primaries. Confusion is, therefore, most
likely with a partially albinistic Common
showing a narrow white rump. Particular atten-
tion needs to be paid, therefore, to the feather-
fringing on the body and underwing-coverts.
Juvenile Common is not as heavily feather-frin-
ged. However, the broad white feather-fringing
in the wing of Fork-tailed is restricted to the
underwing-coverts, unlike in juvenile Common.
Partially albinistic Commons also often show
additional areas of white. Structural differences
with Common, especially at the tail, should be
examined.

Little and White-rumped are much more simi-
lar. They differ in the rump shape, deeper in
Little and extending much further onto the rear
flank, to the extent that, even when a Little is
directly overhead, some white can be seen. The
rump of White-rumped, although narrower and
less expansive onto the rear flank, is still striking.
The appearance is enhanced by the black upper-
tail-coverts and dark tail which do not contrast
with the saddle. In Little, the uppertail-coverts
and particularly the tail can appear greyer than
the black saddle. Indeed, from below in good
light, the grey tail looks pale and often quite
translucent when spread, contrasting with the
darker body and central tail. The head pattern of
both species is very similar but darker in White-
rumped, with a more striking throat-patch be-
cause of the darker feathers around it. Little often
shows considerable contrast between the head
and saddle, more so than in White-rumped. The
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PLATE 5 Little Swifts / Huisgierzwaluwen Apus aftinis (upper) and White-rumped Swifts / Kaffergierzwaluwen Apus
caffer (lower); adults depicted from below, juveniles from above (Gerald Driessens)
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FIGURE 9 Upperside of tail in different postures of White-rumped Swiit / Kaffergierzwaluw Apus caffer (A) and Fork-

tailed Swift / Siberische Gierzwaluw A pacificus (B), with Common Swift / Gierzwaluw A apus (C) for comparison.

Note very narrow tail in White-rumped (especially pointed tip to outer rectrices) and heavy one in Fork-tailed
(broad outer tail) (Gerald Driessens)
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FIGURE 10 Little Swift / Huisgierzwaluw Apus affinis of western subspecies Apus a galilejensis (left) and House Swift /
Aziatische Huisgierzwaluw A nipalensis of western subspecies A n nipalensis. Note House's blacker plumage
(especially head and uppertail-coverts), narrower rump-band and longer more forked tail (Gerald Driessens)

Dy

FIGURE 11 Flock of four Little Swifts / Huisgierzwaluwen Apus affinis with two White-rumped Swifts / Kaffergierzwa-
luwen A caffer (upper two). Note differences in wing and tail shapes and translucency in outer tail of Little (Gerald
Driessens)

underbody of both species is very similar al- The body of White-rumped is uniformly black.

though darker in White-rumped. The undertail- A fresh White-rumped shows a white trailing
coverts of Little, particularly the outer ones, can  edge to the secondaries, often extending onto the
appear paler grey than the uniformly black body.  inner primaries. Otherwise, the wing pattern is
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very similar though Little shows a greater tenden-
cy towards feather-fringing than White-rumped.

Non-Apus swifts

Alpine is a summer migrant and breeding spe-
cies. It breeds throughout southern Europe, the
Mediterranean and Asia Minor. It is a regular
vagrant north of its breeding range as far as Fen-
noscandia; it is annual in Britain where there
were 297 records between 1958 and 1991
(Rogers & Rarities Committee 1992). In Britain,
records occur in both spring and autumn (March
to November), with most records in the spring
(especially early May to early June) but still a sig-
nificant number of records in the autumn (parti-
cularly late September) (Dymond et al 1989).
Chimney is a vagrant from the Nearctic. It has
only been recorded in Britain, on four occasions
and involving five birds: 1 Porthgwarra, Corn-
wall, 21-27 October 1984 (two birds); 2 St
Mary’s and St Martin’s, Scilly, 4-9 November
1986; 3 Grampound, Cornwall, 18 October
1987; and 4 St Andrews, Fife, 8-10 November
1991 (Williams 1986, Dymond et al 1989).
White-throated is a vagrant from the Eastern
Palearctic. It has occurred with increasing regu-
larity in recent years. There are 15 records: 1 Bri-
tain and Ireland (11 in May-July); 2 Finland (May
1933 and April 1990 ); 3 Malta (November
1971); and 4 Norway (May 1968) (Lewington et
al 1991, Rogers & Rarities Committee 1992),
African Palm is a vagrant from the Afrotropics,
breeding north up to Wadi Halfa, Sudan, just
south of the Egyptian border. It has not been
recorded since October 1928 when ‘a few birds’
were seen at Abu Simbil, Egypt. Formerly, it may
have been a resident in southern Egypt. Potential
breeding habitat disappeared with the filling of
Lake Nasser in the mid-1960s (Goodman & Mei-
ninger 1989).
Identification of these species is straightfor-
ward; the main confusion species outside the
Western Palearctic are, however, discussed.

Moult

The moult of Alpine involves a complete moult
to winter plumage, starting with the replacement
of p1 (the primaries moult descendantly) in June-
July and is completed in the winter quarters
(probably in December-February). The primary
moult is known to be suspended during migra-
tion in at least some individuals though others
continue the moult during migration (Stresemann
& Stresemann 1966). Non-breeding and first-
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summer birds begin the primary moult in May.
The body moult can start before p1 starts and is
also completed in the winter quarters. The post-
juvenile moult to first-winter plumage involves
the moult of the body-feathers, rectrices and
some wing-coverts in the winter quarters and the
replacement of the primaries during the first sum-
mer.

The moult of White-throated has not been
studied in detail and our knowledge of the sub-
ject is, therefore, incomplete. It has a complete
moult to winter plumage that in most individuals
is probably begun and finished in the winter
quarters. Some individuals that start moulting in
the summer quarters are probably non-breeding
birds. It is thought that these individuals suspend
the moult during migration until the winter quar-
ters are reached. The post-juvenile moult to first-
winter plumage begins in the winter quarters
with the body-feathers, rectrices, tertials and
some wing-coverts completed by the spring. The
worn remiges are replaced in the first summer al-
though moult suspension for migration does
occur, in which case moult will be finished in
the winter quarters. The adult moult cycle is then
entered.

The moult in Chimney and African Palm has
been little studied.

Alpine Swift

Size and shape

Largest fork-tailed swift, appearing considerably bigger
than Common or Pallid. Powerful shape, bulky body
compared with that of smaller species. Broad-winged
and slightly shorter-tailed than Common. Tail-fork shal-
lower than in other Weslern Palearctic fork-tailed swifts
(same as in Alexander’s). Juvenile has mare rounded tip
to outer rectrix. In brief views, it can recall Hobby
Falco subbuteo. For measurements, see table 4.

Flight

Deep powerful wing-beats, slower than in smaller spe-
cies. Capable, however, of high speeds, faster than
accompanying Commons. Like all swifts, capable of
full range of aerial manoeuvres but needs more space
to perform these.

Calls

Chattering trill quite unlike that of Common, recalling
that of canary Serinus, trit-it-it-it-ititit-it-it-it, accelerat-
ing then decelerating. Other calls may be heard,
especially in breeding season.

Adult plumage (T m melba)

HEAD Broad white throat-patch, extending to gape at
eye and down to lower throat where bordered by mid-
brown chest-band. Throat-patch often ill-defined, dark
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FIGURE 12 Flock of Alpine Swifts / Alpengierzwaluwen Tachymarptis melba with obscured throat-patches and one
Common Swift / Gierzwaluw Apus apus (Gerald Driessens)

shaft-streaks most apparent when worn. Pale grey-
brown forehead, contrasting slightly with black eye-
patch, darkening to mid-brown crown and side of head
and neck and feathers around gape and lore. When
fresh, all feathers narrowly white-fringed.

BODY Broad mid-brown chest-band (below white
throat-patch) slightly narrows at centre, feathers white-
fringed when fresh. Whole lower breast and belly
white. Vent, undertail-coverts and narrow line of flank-
feathers mid-brown, contrasting with white of lower
breast and belly. Shape of this body-patch varies
somewhat: usually square-cut just before vent but, in
some rarer instances, more pointed. When fresh, these
feathers have white fringe, narrow dark brown sub-
terminal crescent and pale grey base (latter particularly
apparent on vent and undertail-coverts). Feather-fringes
abraded when worn. Nape and saddle uniform with
mid-brown crown; rump and uppertail-coverts slightly

TABLE 4 Measurements (mm) of Alpine Swift Tachymarp-

tis melba, Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica, White-

throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus and African

Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus (from Godfrey 1966,
Cramp 1985)

wing tail tail-fork
Alpine 214-240 75-94 18-28
Chimney 124-132 41-44 -
White-throated 195-218 47-55 -
African Palm 128-136 87-96 54-63

Measurements of juveniles on average very slightly less
(except in White-throated in which juveniles same or
very slightly larger on average).

paler greyer-brown. All feathers white-fringed with nar-
row dark brown subterminal crescent. Feather-fringes
abraded when worn and pattern most distinct on rump
and uppertail-coverts.

UPPERWING All remiges black-brown in outer web and
tip, inner remiges grey-brown. Outer primaries darkest.
Outer web of p10 and inner web and tip to secondaries
and inner primaries narrowly white-fringed when fresh.
Primary coverts as primaries, greater coverts and
median coverts somewhat paler than secondaries and
dark grey-brown lesser coverls. Leading edge-coverts
black-brown and broadly white-fringed.

UNDERWING  Remiges paler (grey-brown) than in
upperwing, contrasting slightly with darker greater
coverts. Greater primary coverts and greater coverts
fairly uniform with remiges, median coverts and lesser
coverts clearly darker, uniform with axillaries and
flank. All coverts white-fringed, somewhat darker sub-
terminally.

TAIL Olive-brown, feathers narrowly fringed off-white.
BODY-WING CONTRAST Outer primaries darkest areas
of upperside, with upperwing-coverts and tertials fairly
uniform with adjoining parts of body. Underwing
obviously darker than underparts.

Juvenile plumage

Similar to fresh adult plumage. Feathers extensively
white-fringed, more pronounced on wing-coverts.
Upperparts appear slightly paler.

Subspecies

Two subspecies are recognized: T m melba from
southern Europe eastwards to north-western Iran
and T m tuneti from northern Africa eastwards to
southern Iran and western Pakistan. T m tuneti is
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68 Alpine Swift / Alpengierzwaluw Tachymarptis melba,
Turkey, May 1989 (Killian Mullarney)

slightly paler than T m melba but overlap occurs
and somewhat intermediate individuals have
been recorded. Five more subspecies occur in
Africa and Madagascar and three on the Indian
subcontinent (cf Cramp 1985).

Identification

Alpine can look much larger than Common. This
is because of the broad long wings and bulky
body. Brief glimpses may cause confusion with
small falcons, especially Hobby. This similarity is
heightened by the powerful flight (with its deeper
wing-beats compared with those of the Apus
swifts) which, though appearing slower, can be
remarkably fast.

A good view of the underparts with the large
white lower breast and belly-patch, below a
broad brown chest-band, render identification
straightforward. The white throat-patch can he
hard to discern, particularly in worn individuals,
but this should not be taken as a preclusive point
for the identification of Alpine.

The upperparts are distinctly paler than those
of Apus swifts with the exclusion of Pallid. This is
especially apparent on the rump. Alpine shows
a very slight sadlle but this is less distinct than in
Pallid.

The greatest identification pitfall in identifying
Alpine is the possibility of a partially albinistic
Common or Pallid. Many partially albinistic birds
have been recorded showing a white belly-
patch. The first thing to check upon encountering
such a potential problem is whether the white is
restricted to the areas where it should occur (in
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69 Alpine Swift / Alpengierzwaluw Tachymarptis melba,
Trujillo, Caceres, Spain, July 1983 (René Pop)

this case the throat and the lower breast and
belly) and that it is symmetrical. Providing the
light conditions are reasonable (Alpine can look
quite dark in poor light), a partially albinistic
Common would look considerably darker on the
upperparts. Most importantly, however, size and
structural differences should be striking. Both
Common and Pallid would appear smaller and
more rakish (narrower more pointed wings and
longer deeper-forked tail), with a less powerful
flight.

Chimney Swift

Size and shape

Small but bulky swift (‘cigar with wings’), most com-
parable to Little in Apus swifts. Wing shape distinctive,
with secondaries clearly narrower than inner primaries
(slight bulge occurs where they meet). Primaries bulge,
with inner ones appearing full, then cut in again before
longest ones which appear rather *hooked’ in conse-
quence. This rather uneven wing shape can be seen in
moulting Apus swifts. Body rather fat and rounded
compared with that of Apus swifts; head protrudes
further forward than in any Apus swift, ie, proportions
of body in front of and behind wings are more equal
than in Apus swifts. Appearance more akin to Old
World  Hirundapus (needletails) and Telacanthura
(spinetails) than Apus swifts. Rather short tail (shorter
than in Little) evenly rounded when fully spread but
narrower than adjoining body when tightly closed;
typically, rather square-ended. As in Hirundapus and
Telacanthura swifts, shaft of each rectrix extends be-
yond feather-webs, clearly forming row of tiny spines.
These are visible in the field under exceptional circum-
stances. For measurements, see table 4.
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PLATE 6 Alpine Swifts / Alpengierzwaluwen Tachymarptis melba (upper) and Chimney Swifts / Schoorsteengier-
zwaluwen Chaetura pelagica (lower); adults depicted from below, juveniles from above; the two species are not to
scale (Gerald Driessens)
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70 Chimney Swift / Schoorsteengierzwaluw Chaetura
pelagica, Cape May, New Jersey, USA, August 1990
(Philip Chantler)

Flight

Greater tendency than most species to fly with wings
bowed in narrow downward arch. Flight more ‘bat-
like" than other species.

Calls

Very different from screaming calls of Apus swifts. Soft
(though clear) high-pitched insect-like sequence of
chipping notes which accelerates and decelerates.
Used mainly in breeding season though migrants can
also be heard at times.

Adult plumage

HEAD Forehead, lore, crown and ear-coverts dark grey-
brown. Pale grey feather-fringes on head, especially on
forehead and in narrow line over eye (these are re-
duced when worn). Black eye-patch of bristle-like
feathers similar in size and shape to that in Apus swifts.
Ear-coverts become paler towards throat. Throat pale
or mid-grey, with some darker grey mottling when
worn (darker feather-bases showing). Head rather dark-
capped.

BODY Dark grey-brown saddle uniform with nape and
crown. Lower back, rump and uppertail-coverts slightly
paler grey-brown, showing variable contrast with sad-
dle. Lower throat and chest usually very similar to tone
of upper throat though becoming steadily darker
towards lower breast where it becomes dark grey-
brown (very similar to tone of saddle) through to under-
tail-coverts.

UPPERWING Wing more uniform than in Apus swiits,
Primaries black-brown with paler inner web, outer
ones marginally darker (though less so than in Apus
swifts). Secondaries slightly browner than primaries.
Greater primary coverts and greater coverts uniform
with corresponding remiges, median primary coverts
and median coverts somewhat blacker. Alula and less-
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er coverts black-brown. Leading edge-coverts grey-
brown with slightly paler fringing. Grey-brown tertials
(especially inner web) palest feathers in wing. Inner
web of remiges broadly grey-brown-fringed.
UNDERWING Remiges paler than from above but still
uniform with corresponding greater coverts. More con-
trast than in upperwing, with grey-brown axillaries,
median coverts and lesser coverts clearly darker than
remiges and greater coverts. Greater coverts darker
towards tip. Some indistinct fringing to coverts, prob-
ably not visible in the field.

TAIL Dark grey-brown, little shows beyond tail-coverts,
except when tail spread. Little or no contrast between
tail and tail-coverts.

BODY-WING CONTRAST Upperwing can be darker than
upperparts, especially between secondaries and rump,
with median coverts and lesser coverts more uniform
with saddle. Darker underwing-coverts darker than
adjoining underparts.

Juvenile plumage

Closely similar to fresh adult plumage but with distinct
but narrow white tip to inner primaries, secondaries
and tertials.

Subspecies and main confusion species

Chimney is a monotypic species. It has in the
past been considered conspecific with Vaux's
Swift C vauxi and Chapman’s Swift C chapmani.

Vaux's is the western North American counter-
part of Chimney and, although perhaps an un-
likely candidate for transatlantic vagrancy, it is
casual on the Gulf coast from Louisiana to Flori-
da (National Geographic Society 1987). Chap-
man’s has a more southerly distribution, occur-
ring no closer to the Western Palearctic than
Trinidad and is, therefore, highly unlikely to
occur in the Western Palearctic.

Vaux's is slightly smaller than Chimney (wing
105-117 mm, tail 35-38 mm; Godfrey 1966) but
very similar in plumage. It differs primarily in the
darkness of the throat and underparts. The throat-
patch is off-white as opposed to the pale or mid-
grey throat-patch of Chimney. This off-white
throat-patch (palest on the throat and chest) is
fairly uniform to the belly (slightly darker across
the lower breast and upper belly) which is a
grey-brown that is clearly paler than that of
Chimney. The underparts become progressively
darker towards the undertail-coverts which are
dark grey-brown. To summarize, the extent of
the off-white in Vaux's is greater than that of the
pale grey in Chimney (dark grey-brown from the
mid or lower breast) and the belly is paler than
the belly of Chimney and, unlike Chimney which
is uniform from the belly to the undertail-coverts,
the underside reaches its darkest grey-brown on
the undertail-coverts. With its paler throat-patch,
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FIGURE 13 Underside of Chimney Swift / Schoorsteengierzwaluw Chaetura pelagica (left) and Vaux's Swift / Vaux’
Gierzwaluw C vauxi. Note darker underside in Chimney and more capped appearance of Vaux's (because of paler
throat-patch) (Gerald Driessens)

FIGURE 14 Upperside of Chimney Swift / Schoorsteengierzwaluw Chaetura pelagica (left) and Vaux's Swift / Vaux’
Gierzwaluw C vauxi. Note Vaux’'s paler rump, more contrast between tail and uppertail-coverts and paler innerwing
(Gerald Driessens)
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Vaux's can give the appearance of being more
distinctly capped than Chimney.

The rump of Vaux’s is paler than that of Chim-
ney and, therefore, the saddle is more notice-
able. The secondaries are also somewhat paler,
creating more contrast in the wing. Vaux’s shows
a greater tendency to some slightly paler feather-
fringing in the wing than Chimney, in both the
upper- and underwing, especially in the juvenile.
The paler uppertail-coverts of Vaux’s cause there
to be some contrast with the tail that is not evi-
dent in Chimney. It has been noted that Vaux's
appears to fly slightly faster than Chimney (Jon
Curson pers comm).

Chapman’s is blacker and glossier than Chim-
ney on the wing, mantle and head. The rump
and lower back are mid-grey-brown and, there-
fore, the saddle is more prominent than in Chim-
ney. The underside is the most uniform of the
three species, with the darkest throat, being pale
sooty grey-brown to the chest and then uniform
grey-brown to the undertail-coverts.

Identification

The wing shape and the cigar-shaped body of
Chimney are quite unlike those of any other spe-
cies. The tail shape alone excludes all but the

differently plumaged Little and White-throated.
Separation from Vaux's and Chapman’s is dis-
cussed in the previous section.

White-throated Needletail

Size and shape

Large size and bulky body; with broad wing, more
triangular and less pointed than in Apus swifts. Second-
aries usually markedly narrower than broad primaries,
especially when angled back. Head protrudes further
beyond wing, and tail, although proportionally shorter,
is broader and deeper than in Apus swifts. Square tail
rounded when spread, rather pointed when tightly
closed. Each rectrix has spine-like continuation of shaft
beyond webs of 3-5 mm. Given good views, this can
be seen in the field. Most distinctively shaped species.
For measurements, see table 4,

Flight

Graceful and immensely powerful flight, with slow pur-
poseful turns and high degree of gliding and soaring.
Capable of sustained high-speed flight, alternating
bursts of powerful but surprisingly shallow wing-beats
with gliding. Often seen on broad circling flight at great
height.

Calls
Screaming call softer and more chattering than in Com-
mon, staccato rattling it-it-it-it-it.

FIGURE 15 Underside of adult White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaartgierzwaluw Hirundapus caudacutus (left),

adult Silver-backed Needletail / Witbuikstekelstaartgierzwaluw H cochinchinensis (centre) and adult Brown-

backed Needletail / Reuzenstekelstaartgierzwaluw H giganteus of subspecies H g indicus. Note in all three species that
sides of head appear darker than underbody, emphasizing pale throat-patch (Gerald Driessens)



Adult plumage (H ¢ caudacutus)

HEAD Broad white throat-patch reaching gape along its
whole length, along lower ear-coverts and down to
lower throat, contrasting with surrounding dark plu-
mage. White band across forehead and lore (broadest
on lore and just over black eye-patch). Some individu-
als have browner centre of forehead. Rest of head
greenish-blue-glossed though this disappears with wear
when some paler brown feather-bases can be seen.
Bases of nape-feathers white though, even with heavy
wear, it is unlikely that they are often visible in the
field. Head very uniform, only slightly paler towards
throat-patch. When underparts seen, side of neck and
ear-coverts usually darker than underparts, enhancing
white throat and dark upperhead.

BODY Underparts (except lower flank) dark olive-
brown. When fresh, brown gloss can be apparent.
Lower flank and undertail-coverts clear white, forming
highly distinctive ‘horseshoe” mark. Saddle pale brown,
palest at centre of lower mantle and back, becoming
progressively darker towards nape and olive-brown
scapulars and central rump, and clearly even darker
olive-brown side of rump and uppertail-coverts. Saddle
palest when worn.

UPPERWING Remiges black, inner web of primaries
paler brown though not to tip (becoming palest on
outer web). All coverts black. Blue-green gloss on re-
miges and primary coverts. Coverts with blue-green
gloss to outer web and tip of inner web and green gloss
on remainder of inner web. Gloss hard to see unless in
good light, it disappears through wear. Tertial pattern
distinctive, with inner webs contrastingly white (longest
tertial has dark shaft-streak). Contrast between inner
and outer wings less than in Apus swift.

UNDERWING Remiges paler and fairly uniform with
greater primary coverts and greater coverts. Greater
coverts darker towards tip. Median coverts and lesser
coverts darker black-brown, uniform with axillaries.
TAIL Black, with green gloss.

BODY-WING CONTRAST Upperwing obviously darker
than saddle. Darkest underwing-coverts usually appear
darker than underparts.

Juvenile plumage

Grey-brown forehead with pale grey-brown lore.
Throat slightly less contrasting. Black areas of upper-
parts less obviously glossed green than in adult. Saddle
less pale and, therefore, less obvious than in adult.
Underparts differ most markedly on lower flank, with
some black streaking and spotting on white feathers.
Undertail-coverts have black-fringed tip. Upperwing
and tail black, showing less gloss than in adult. Inner
web of tertials more broadly bordered black (shortest
tertial only narrowly tipped).

Juvenile shows greatest variation and can be close to
adult, with black fringe to tip of longest undertail-
coverts being most consistent feature.

Before post-juvenile moult to first-winter plumage in
winter quarters, some paler grey bases (white ones on
nape and rump) to body-feathers can be seen, giving
body untidy mottled effect.

Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

First-winter and first-summer plumages
After post-juvenile moult to first-winter plumage, very
similar to adult plumage but with greater tendency to
show grey-brown forehead and typically has black
fringe to tip of shortest tertial and black fringe to tip of
some undertail-coverts.

Juvenile remiges and larger wing-coverts retained
until moult to second-winter plumage and, therefore,
clearly worn.

Subspecies and main confusion species

In addition to the highly migratory H ¢ caudacu-
tus, a more sedentary subspecies, H ¢ nudipes,
occurs throughout the Himalaya and east to the
mountains of south-western China. H ¢ nudipes
is slightly shorter-winged and is somewhat darker
than H ¢ caudacutus. It differs most notably in
lacking white on the forehead and lore. It has a
slightly black head generally and the pale saddle
is usually somewhat darker. The inner web to the
tertials is usually slightly browner at the tip than
in H ¢ caudacutus. The rump and uppertail-
coverts are glossed more deep dark blue.

Three other species of needletail occur:
Brown-backed Needletail H giganteus and Sil-
ver-backed Needletail H cochinchinensis, both
in southern Asia (from the Indian subcontinent
east and, in the case of Silver-backed, north to
southern China), and Purple Needletail H cele-
bensis in northern Sulawesi and the Philippines.
They all share with White-throated the typical
‘horseshoe” mark on the underparts and have a
very similar structure.

Silver-backed is very similar to White-throated;
indeed, they form a superspecies. It is best separ-
ated by examining the throat-patch. White-
throated shows a clear-cut large white patch
contrasting with the dark brown underparts
whereas Silver-backed has an indistinct pale
brown or pale grey throat, not always obviously
paler than the underparts. However, in the palest
examples, it can be distinct, especially, as in
White-throated, the ear-coverts and the side of
the neck often look darker than the underparts,
emphasizing the throat-patch. It must be noted
that the bases of the white throat-feathers of
White-throated are grey and, therefore, an ex-
tremely worn individual may show some mottl-
ing. Otherwise, the plumage of the two species is
very similar and shares the dark forehead and
lore with H ¢ nudipes. The tertial pattern of the
two species is very similar although the inner
web is pale grey as opposed to white and, in a
good view, the effect is similar to White-
throated. White-throated shows a more distinct
gloss to the plumage, especially on the wing,
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FIGURE 16 Upperside of adult White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaartgierzwaluw Hirundapus caudacutus (upper

left), adult Silver-backed Needletail / Witbuikstekelstaartgierzwaluw H cochinchinensis (upper right) and adult

Brown-backed Needletail / Reuzenstekelstaartgierzwaluw H giganteus of subspecies H g indicus (lower); also tails

of White-throated (upper) and Brown-backed Needletails (lower). Note relative darkness of saddles, tertials and dif-

ferent head patterns. Note also both rounded tail of Brown-backed and that species’ long and thick ‘needles’, with
rectrix webs drawn into a point along needle (Gerald Driessens)

than Brown-backed and Silver-backed.
Brown-backed is considerably larger and dark-
er than the other two species. The throat-patch is
similar to that of Silver-backed (on average
slightly darker), being only slightly paler than the
underparts which are also a darker brown on
average, with the palest individuals showing a
mottled off-white chin and central throat. The
pale saddle is also darker (pale brown) than in
the other two species, never reaching the same
silvery-grey paleness; however, it is, especially in
strong light, clearly paler than the head and
rump. Brown-backed also shows a white loral
spot in the widespread H g indicus but individ-
uals of H g giganteus lack this feature. Both
White-throated and Silver-backed look darker-
headed and -tailed compared with Brown-
backed, because of the paler more glossy saddle,
although it must be remembered that in juvenile
plumage both White-throated and Silver-backed
have a duller saddle. As well as being consider-
ably larger than these two species, Brown-bac-
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ked has a decidedly different tail structure than
White-throated, with Silver-backed being some-
what intermediate between the two. The ‘need-
les” are considerably longer and thicker and are
surprisingly easy to see in the field. Those pro-
truding from the central rectrices are the longest,
with the others becoming progressively shorter
towards the outer rectrices. Also, the central rec-
trices are the longest, the others becoming
progressively somewhat shorter towards the
outer rectrices. In addition, unlike in the latter
two species, the webs of the rectrices are drawn
into a point along the needle instead of being
rounded. These features make the tail appear a
little more rounded when open or spread and
more pointed when closed.

Purple is the largest and the darkest of the
needletails. The throat-patch is uniform with the
blackish underparts and a pale saddle and tertial
spots are absent. Like H g indicus, Purple has a
white loral spot although in juvenile this appears
duller. The plumage shows a distinct purple



Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

FIGURE 17 Heads of adult White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaartgierzwaluw of subspecies Hirundapus caudacu-

tus caudacutus (A), juvenile White-throated (B), adult White-throated of subspecies H ¢ nudipes (C), adult Silver-

backed Needletail / Witbuikstekelstaartgierzwaluw H cochinchinensis (D), Brown-backed Needletail / Reuzen-

stekelstaartgierzwaluw H giganteus of subspecies H g giganteus (E) and Brown-backed Needletail of subspecies H g
indicus (E) (Gerald Driessens)

71 White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaartgierzwaluw 72 White-throated Needletail / Stekelstaartgierzwaluw
Hirundapus caudacutus, Wierton Hill Reservoirs, Maid- Hirundapus caudacutus, Brishane, Queensland, Australia,
stone, Kent, Britain, 26 May 1991 (Tim Loseby) November 1991 (Jef de Ridder)

131



Identification of Western Palearctic swifts

gloss. The tail structure is most similar to that of
Brown-backed. Purple has often been considered
conspecific with Brown-backed but Brooke &
Collins (1976) argued that their plumage differ-
ences, coupled with the fact that Purple is nearly
40% heavier than Brown-backed, form a good
basis for specific separation. According to them,
Purple is monotypic.

Identification
The structure of White-throated is unlike that of
other swifts and, as in Alpine, it could be mis-
taken at first glance for a small falcon. The white
throat-patch and ‘horseshoe’” mark from beneath,
the pale saddle (quite different from any other
swift), the white forehead and lore from above
(let alone the white inner webs to the tertials if
seen) make White-throated unmistakable under
any condition other than the poorest views.
Brown-backed, Silver-backed and Purple can
be excluded by the contrasting white throat.

African Palm Swift

Size and shape

Very slim and highly attenuated appearance best
likened to small, slim, long- and narrow-winged and
very long-tailed Apus swift (almost two-thirds of total
length is made up of body and tail after wing). Deep-
forked tail with outer rectrices pointed at tip and inner
web deeply emarginated, creating fine almost streamer-
like effect though this is rarely apparent in the field.
Indeed, tail usually held closed, then appearing long
and needle-thin; body after wing also narrow and
tapering. Juvenile, first-winter and first-summer birds
have more rounded and less-marked ‘streamers’ (al-
though they are still clearly longer- and narrower-tailed
than in any Apus swift) and consequently shorter tail
(although still longer proportionally than in any Apus
swift). It is also likely that streamers are rapidly abraded
since lower percentage than might be expected shows
very long tail in the field. P10 longest. For measure-
ments, see table 4.

Calls
Very vocal; quite similar to Little though higher more
reedy sisisi-s00-500.

Adult plumage (C p parvus)

HEAD Forehead, crown and nape brown-grey. Lore
and feathers around nape grey. Ear-coverts browner
towards crown. Feathers of upperhead pale grey-
fringed when fresh. Throat grey-white (palest on chin
and central throat), usually clearly palest area of very
uniform underparts though often very hard to ascertain.
Throat never appears as defined patch as in some Apus
swifts, often showing dark grey shaft-streaking. Bristle-
feathers in front of eye much reduced compared with
Apus swifts, never appearing as patch. Face appears far
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more ‘open’ as a result. Head usually dark-capped
(indeed, crown can be darkest area on upperbody in
some individuals).

BODY Upperparts brown-grey, with rump usually uni-
form or slightly paler and head uniform with saddle or
somewhat darker. Some paler grey feather-fringing evi-
dent across upperparts when fresh. Individual feather-
patterning more uniform than in Apus swifts. Underside
mouse-grey, palest on throat. Some whitish feather-
fringing when fresh. When moulting, it can look very
untidy and mottled on body as darker new feathers
replace paler old ones.

UPPERWING Outer primaries dark olive-brown (inner
web paler), primaries becoming paler towards inner
ones. Inner webs of primaries becoming progressively
paler grey and have narrow white fringe. Secondaries
similar to inner primaries but fringed grevish or off-
white. Greater coverts and greater primary coverts fair-
ly uniform with corresponding remiges. Median cov-
erts, median primary coverts, lesser coverts and alula
darker uniform olive-brown, uniform with or little dark-
er than saddle (depending on degree of wear). Leading
edge-coverts uniform with lesser coverts. All coverts
narrowly paler-edged though least distinctly on smaller
darker coverts.

UNDERWING  Similar to upperwing though remiges
slightly paler. Greater coverts and greater primary
coverts fairly uniform with corresponding remiges;
other coverts usually somewhat darker than body.

TAIL Olive-brown as remiges.

Juvenile plumage

Similar to fresh adult plumage though feather-fringes
more rufous. Structural differences are mentioned in
section on size and shape.

Sexual differences
Male generally paler, more whitish in throat than female.

Subspecies and main confusion species

The subspecies that formerly probably bred in
the Western Palearctic in southern Egypt was
presumably C p parvus which occurs throughout
northern sub-Saharan Africa. Six other subspe-
cies occur south of C p parvus in Africa, Mada-
gascar and Comoro Islands, differing slightly in
size, darkness of plumage and degree of shaft-
streaking on throat (Cramp 1985).

Asian Palm Swift C balasiensis differs in that it
is slightly smaller, generally darker and greyer in
plumage, has a slightly shorter tail with a
shallower tail-fork and the adult does not de
velop the thin streamer-like outer rectrices of
adult African Palm. Further plumage differences
are that the juveniles have white instead of
rufous feather-fringes, the fresh adults lack a
streaked throat (worn individuals show some
shaft-streaking) and the remiges appear blacker
above and below.
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PLATE 7 White-throated Needletails / Stekelstaartgierzwaluwen Hirundapus caudacutus (upper) and African Palm

Swift / Afrikaanse Palmgierzwaluw Cypsiurus parvus (lower); adults depicted from below, juveniles from above;
the two species are not to scale (Gerald Driessens)
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73 Asian Palm Swift / Aziatische Palmgierzwaluw Cypsi-
urus balasiensis, Thailand, February 1991 (lan Hodgson)

Identification
The measurements of African Palm are similar to
those of the smallest Apus swifts (cf Little). It is
remarkably slight in build, with a highly attenu-
ated structure, particularly caused by the long
thin tail in the adult. This is less marked in some
individuals and in juveniles.

It has a less-marked throat-patch than all Apus

FIGURE 17  Distant African Palm

Swifts / Afrikaanse Palmgierzwaluwen

Cypsiurus parvus in hot weather.

Note wing and tail shapes (Gerald
Driessens)
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swifts, with the exception of Plain. Its pale
mouse-grey-brown plumage is paler than that of
all other Apus swifts; the dark upperhead (the
crown is darker than the ear-coverts) gives a dis-
tinct capped appearance.

The plumage features are often hard to see
because of the vigorous high-speed frantic flight.
Plain is most similar to African Palm in flight but,
in the (as yet unrecorded) event of the two spe-
cies occurring together, the larger significantly
blacker Plain would have a more relaxed action,
interspersed with a more Apus-like tendency to
short bursts of gliding and more measured low-
level flight as opposed to the helter-skelter style
of African Palm powered by rapidly fluttering
wing-beats.
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Samenvatting

HERKENNING VAN WESTPALEARCTISCHE GIERZWALUWEN  In
dit artikel wordt de herkenning behandeld van alle in
het Westpalearctische gebied vastgestelde gierzwalu-
wen, Het eerste gedeelte behandelt de Apus-soorten:
Gierzwaluw A apus, Vale Gierzwaluw A pallidus,
Eilandgierzwaluw A unicolor, Kaapverdische Gier-
zwaluw A alexandri, Siberische Gierzwaluw A pacifi-
cus, Huisgierzawluw A affinis en Kaffergierzwaluw
A caffer; het tweede gedeelte de non-Apus-soorten:
Alpengierzwaluw  Tachymarptis melba, Schoorsteen-
gierzwaluw Chaetura pelagica, Stekelstaartgierzwaluw
Hirundapus caudacutus en Afrikaanse Palmgierzwaluw
Cypsiurus parvus. Op basis van uitvoerig veldonder-
zoek en bestudering van foto’s en balgen beschrijft de
auteur het verenkleed (van juveniele en adulte vogels),
de rui, de roep en de vliegwijze van deze soorten en
gaat in op de onderlinge determinatie en (bij de laatste
drie soorten) de determinatie van nauw verwante soor-
ten die buiten het Westpalearctische gebied voorko-
men. Verder worden de verschillen tussen ondersoor-
ten die in het gebied (kunnen) worden aangetroffen
beschreven. Meer algemeen wordt ingegaan op facto-
ren die de determinatie van gierzwaluwen in het veld
beinvloeden en vaak bemoeilijken zoals het effect van
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lichtomstandigheden op het verenkleed en de moge-
lijkheid van gedeeltelijk albinistische exemplaren (bij
de meeste soorten vastgesteld). Van alle (onder)soorten
wordt het verspreidingsgebied aangegeven en van
soorten die het Westpalearctische gebied alleen als
dwaalgast bereiken wordt een overzicht gegeven van
de (aanvaarde) gevallen.
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WP reports

This review of recent reports of rare and interesting
birds in the Western Palearctic refers mainly to March-
April 1993 and focuses on north-western Europe. Many
March reports were already included in the previous
review (Dutch Birding 15: 82-90, 1993). The records
are largely unchecked and their publication here does
not imply acceptance by the records committee of the
relevant country. Acknowledgements will be given
with the next review,

In Scotland, adult White-billed Divers Gavia adamsii
were present in Burra Voe, North Mainland, Shetland,
on 17-18 April, and briefly at Scapa Flow, Orkney, on
21 April. On 4 April, the Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus
podiceps of Argal reservoir, Cornwall, England, had
moved to nearby Stithians reservoir where it acquired
summer plumage. On 7 April, the Black-browed Alba-
tross Dijomedea melanophris returned again on Saito
outcrop, Hermaness, Unst, Shetland, where this bird
was first present in 1972. On 2 April, 260 Jouanin’s
Petrels Bulweria fallax were counted on a pelagic trip
2-15 km off Socotra Island, Yemen. In the Netherlands,
an adult Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus, wearing a white
ring with black inscription A1, stayed near Durgerdam
and Ransdorp, just north of Amsterdam, Noordholland,
from 28 April to 3 May. The bird had been captured on
2 September 1987 in north-eastern ltaly as a first-year
male of presumably Croatian origin. It was colour-
ringed and wing-marked on 5 February 1992 after
which it was last seen in Italy on 26 April 1992, Pale-
morph Booted Eagles Hieraaetus pennatus were seen at
Rorvig, Sjeelland, Denmark, on 5 April; in Germany on
18 April; at Kuopio, on 23 April {the second for Fin-
land); at Knardijk, Flevoland, on 24 April (the second
for the Netherlands); and at Bergon, Umed, Visterbot-
ten, Sweden, on 28 April. A white-morph Gyr Falcon
Falco rusticolus was seen at Cairngorm, Highland,
Scotland, on 14 April.

A Small Button-quail Turnix sylvatica at Wadi |ahr
on 27 March was the sixth for Yemen. An adult White-
breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus recorded
at Wadi Hajar on 29 March was the first for Yemen. In
the Netherlands, a solitary Demoiselle Crane Anthro-
poides virgo flew east over Rottumeroog, Groningen,
on 29 April. In France, one was present in Ardéche on
28-29 April. At Eilat, Israel, a flock of 60 Black-winged
Pratincoles Glareola nordmanni was seen on 17 April
and at least 11 Caspian Plovers Charadrius asiaticus

were found during the first three weeks of April. An
adult Sociable Plover Chettusia gregaria was seen at
Etwall sewage farm on 17 April and another stayed at
Cley and Holkham, Norfolk, England, on 21-29 April.
In Israel, 42 individuals were wintering of which 21
near Tel Aviv. The first Red Knot Calidris canutus for
Socotra Island (and the second for Yemen) was record-
ed in late March. The first Pectoral Sandpiper
C melanotos for Senegal stayed at Djoudj NP on 3-4
April. A Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus at Ciguana on
10 April was the first for Tenerife, Canary Islands. The
Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus in Norway was
seen at Malen, Vestfold, until 25 March and was re-dis-
covered 500 km north in Nord-Trendelag on 12 April.
In inland France, an adult Laughing Gull Larus atricilla
stayed at Chalon-sur-Sadne, Sadne-et-Loire, on 15
April. An adult Bonaparte’s Gull L philadelphia in sum-
mer plumage was present at Marton Mere, Lancashire,
England, on 27 April. An adult Ring-billed Gull [ dela-
warensis at the mouth of the Iskarska river on 28 Febru-
ary 1992 was the first for Bulgaria. The first record for
Austria concerned an adult staying from 8 April at the
Boden See. An Armenian Gull L armenicus at Ta'izz on
19 March was the first for Yemen. A female Klaas's
Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas was observed at Jabal Iraf,
Yemen, on 22 March. A Scops Owl Otus scops was
picked up injured at Inchie Downey, Cork, Ireland, on
27 April. In Britain, adult male Snowy Owls Nyctea
scandiaca were reported from Alderney, Channel
Islands, on 5-16 April and St Kilda, Western Isles, on
12-20 April. In Sweden, a female was seen near Umed
on 3 April and in Denmark, one stayed at Skagen,
Nordjylland. In March, a Hawk Owl Surnia ulula was
present in Djursland, Arhus, Denmark. A Pygmy Owl
Glaucidium passerinum roosting at Tornby, Nordjyl-
land, Denmark, on 9-10 March was the first twitchable
since 18 years. In recent years, this species’ breeding
population in Germany increased substantially. The
second Plain Nightjar Caprimulgus inornatus for
Yemen was trapped at Jabal Iraf on 22 March. Also in
Yemen, a pair of Malachite Kingfishers Alcedo cristata
at Wadi Hajar on 29 March was presumably breeding
for the first time in Arabia (two previous records being
of uncertain provenance). A first-year Citrine Wagtail
Motacilla citreola was wintering at Vomb and Ham-
marsjon, Skdne, Sweden, during February-April. The
third for the Netherlands was a male near Wilp, Gel-
derland, on 4-5 May. In April-May 1993, the first

74-75 White's Thrush / Goudlijster Zoothera dauma, Copeland Island, Down, Northern Ireland, April 1993 (Killian

Mullarney) 76 Pine Grosheak / Haakbek Pinicola enucleator, Helgoland, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 2 May

1993 (Aaldrik Pot) 77 Black Scrub-robin / Zwarte Waaierstaart Cercotrichas podobe, Eilat, Israel, 14 April 1993

(Leo | R Boon) 78 Black-winged Pratincole / Steppevorkstaartplevier Glareola nordmanni, Eilat, Israel, 19 April 1993
(Eric Koops)
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breeding record since 1933 of Red-bellied Dipper Cin-
clus cinclus aquaticus for the Netherlands occurred at
Volmolen, Epen, Limburg, and four juveniles succes-
sfully fledged. A Black Scrub-robin Cercotrichas podo-
be was present at Eilat from 10 April. A White’s Thrush
Zoothera dauma shortly seen on 9 April flying north
past the renowned local spring-migration observation
post at Breskens, Zeeland, would be the third spring
record for the Netherlands if accepted. The first for
Northern Ireland was trapped at the Bird Observatory
on Copeland Island, Down, on 16 April and was seen
until 20 April. The first and second Sardinian Warblers
Sylvia melanocephala for Ireland were males in Cork,
on Cape Clear Island on 10-12 April and at Knocka-
doon Head on 14-21 April. In Senegal, several Lesser

Whitethroats S curruca were ringed in Djoudj NP
during February-March. A male and a female Isabelline
Shrike lanius isabellinus were reported from Djoudi
NP on 20 March. During April, two out of 6-10 Parrot
Crossbills [oxia pytyopsittacus present at Abernethy
Forest, Highland, Scotland, were trapped and ringed.
On 11-21 April, a male Pallas’s Rosefinch Carpodacus
roseus stayed on the Isle of May, Fife, Scotland. On 2
May, a Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator was photo-
graphed on Helgoland, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany.
A male Rock Bunting Emberiza cia was briefly seen
(and not well documented) at Grandcourt, Luxem-
bourg, Belgium, on 8 April. In late February, the first
breeding of Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra for Arabia
was proven for the United Arab Emirates.

Arnoud B van den Berg, Duinlustparkweg 98, 2082 EG Santpoort-Zuid, Netherlands

Recente meldingen

Dit overzicht van recente meldingen van zeldzame en
interessante vogels in Nederland en Belgié beslaat
voornamelijk de maanden maart en april 1993. De
vermelde gevallen zijn merendeels niet geverifieerd en
het overzicht is niet volledig. Alle vogelaars die de
moeite namen om hun waarnemingen aan ons door te
geven worden hartelijk bedankt.

Waarnemers van soorten in Nederland die worden
beoordeeld door de Commissie Dwaalgasten Neder-
landse Avifauna wordt verzocht hun waarnemingen zo
spoedig mogelijk toe te zenden aan: CDNA, Postbus
45, 2080 AA Santpoort-Zuid, Nederland. Hiertoe gelie-
ve men gebruik te maken van CDNA-waarnemingsfor-
mulieren die eveneens verkrijgbaar zijn bij boven-
staand adres.

Nederland

DUIKERS TOT VALKEN Op 20 maart werden nog 80 en
op 8 april nog 55 Roodkeelduikers Cavia stellata
geteld bij de Brouwersdam, Zuidholland. Op 26 april
zat er nog een Parelduiker G arctica op de Reeuwijkse
Plassen, Zuidholland. Een Jan-van-gent Morus bas-
sanus werd gezien bij Apeldoorn, Gelderland, op 2
april en bij ‘t Harde, Gelderland, op 3 april. Kuifaal-
scholvers Phalacrocorax aristotelis bleven tot 8 maart
bij Lauwersoog, Groningen, en bij lImuiden, Noordhol-
land, tot 20 maart (twee). Andere exemplaren werden
gezien bij De Braakman, Zeeland, op 7 maart, bij Vlis-
singen, Zeeland, op 6 maart en 9 april (drie), bij de
Eemshaven, Groningen, op 1 april, bij Westkapelle,
Zeeland, op 9 april, bij het Kornwerderzand, Friesland,
op 17 april, op de Maasvlakte, Zuidholland, op 23
april, op het wrak voor de Hondsbossche Zeewering,
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Noordholland, op 25 april en bij Scheveningen, Zuid-
holland, op 30 april. Een Roze Pelikaan Pelecanus
onocrotalus werd op 3 april gemeld bij Alphen aan den
Rijn, Zuidholland. Kwakken Nycticorax nyxticorax
werden gezien op 10 maart in het Naardermeer,
Noordholland, op 2 april over Dordrecht, Zuidholland,
en langs Breskens, Zeeland, op 30 april. Een Koereiger
Bubulcus ibis verbleef op 27 en 28 april bij Bergen,
Limburg. Twee Grote Zilverreigers Egretta alba zaten
nog tot 26 maart bij Woerdense Verlaat, Utrecht. Op
13 maart zat er toch nog één bij Nuland, Noordbra-
bant. Andere Grote Zilverreigers verbleven in het Naar-
dermeer en de Keverdijkse Polder, Noordholland, op
20 maart, 9 april en 22 april, bij Soerendonk, Noord-
brabant, op 21 maart, in de Oostvaardersplassen, Fle-
voland, van 1 tot 30 april en in de Ankeveense Plassen,
Noordholland, op 18 april. In het Markiezaatsmeer bij
Bergen op Zoom, Noordbrabant, verscheen een Kleine
Zilverreiger £ garzetta op 23 april. Een vroege Purper-
reiger Ardea purpurea werd reeds op 29 maart gemeld
bij Velp, Gelderland. Over de Maasvlakte vloog op 23
april een Zwarte Qoievaar Ciconia nigra. Er werden
¢ 100 Ooievaars C ciconia gezien waarvan de meeste
in de tweede helft van april. Zwarte Ibissen Plegadis
falcinellus werden gemeld op 26 april bij Rhenen,
Utrecht, en op 28 april over Dordrecht. Flamingo's
Phoenicopterus ruber roseus zaten bij de Philipsdam,
Zeeland, op 14 maart en 29 april (twee) en Achter de
Zwarten in de Lauwersmeer, Groningen, op 12 april.
Nog twee Dwergganzen Anser erythropus werden tot
20 maart bij Den Bommel, Zuidholland, gezien. Viji
exemplaren werden gemeld bij Noordpolderzijl, Gro-
ningen, op 12 maart en drie exemplaren in de Ooypol-
der, Gelderland, op 13 maart. Sneeuwganzen A caeru-
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79 Vale Gier / Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus, Durgerdam, Noordholland, 30 april 1993 (Hans ter Haar) 80 Dwerg-

arend / Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus, lichte vorm, Knardijk, Flevoland, 24 april 1993 (Hein Prinsen) 81 Moge-

lijke hybride Ringsnaveleend x Kuifeend / possible hybrid Ring-necked Duck x Tufted Duck Aythya collaris x fuli-

gula, Vlaardingen, Zuidholland, april 1993 (Frank Dréige) 82 Roodkeelpieper / Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus,
Itteren, Limburg, 24 april 1993 (Max Berlijn)

lescens werden gezien op de Plaat van Scheelhoek,
Zuidholland, tot 9 maart, bij Mirns, Friesland, op 9
maart, bij Noordpolderzijl op 12 maar, bij Petten,
Noordholland, op 13 maanr, bij Anjum, Friesland, op 4
april, bij Lauwersoog op 13 april en bij Heiloo, Noord-
holland, op 17 april. Vier Witbuikrotganzen Branta
bernicla hrota verbleven van 18 maart tot 29 april op
Terschelling, Friesland. Zwarte Rotganzen B b nigri-
cans zaten bij Kleverskerke, Zeeland, op 1 maart, in de
Flaauwers Inlagen, Zeeland, op 7 maart en op 6 en 9
april op Terschelling. Op 7 en 8 maart werd een Rood-
halsgans B ruficollis gezien op de Plaat van Scheelhoek
en op 12 maart werd een exemplaar gemeld bij Noord-
polderzijl. Bronskopeenden A falcata werden wederom
gemeld en wel uit de AW-duinen, Noordholland, op
10 en 25 april en de Ackerdijkse Plassen, Zuidholland,
op 27 april. Een mogelijk hybride mannetje Ringsnave-

leend x Kuifeend Aythya collaris x fuligula bevond zich
in april te Vlaardingen, Zuidholland. Een goede vondst
was het vrouwtje Koningseider Somateria spectabilis
dat van 24 maart tot in mei nabij De Cocksdorp op
Texel, Noordholland, verbleef. Op 8 maart zat een
mannetje Harlekijneend Histrionicus histrionicus op de
Dwingelose Heide, Overijssel. Een Zwarte Wouw Mil-
vus migrans vloog op 31 maart over Rotterdam, Zuid-
holland. De echte doortrek zette pas na 12 april in, met
¢ 30 exemplaren. Vanaf 3 april werden ¢ 25 langs-
trekkende Rode Wouwen M milvus gemeld. De Zee-
arend Haliaeetus albicilla van de Brabantse Biesbosch,
Noordbrabant, werd daar op 4 maart nog gezien. Een
ander exemplaar vloog op maart over Schiedam,
Zuidholland. Een vreemd gerucht deed de ronde over
het verbliji in Friesland van een adulte Aasgier Neo-
phron percnopterus in het gebied van Heerenveen,
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Makkinga en Oldeberkoop van 6 maart tot 3 april.
Naspeuringen leverden echter niets concreets op. Wel
concreet was de Vale Gier Gyps fulvus die vanaf 28
april tot 3 mei bij Durgerdam en Ransdorp, Noordhol-
land, op en rond hoogspanningsmasten aanwezig was.
De vogel bleek geringd en afkomstig uit ltalié. Een
Steppekiekendief Circus macrourus werd op 24 april
overtrekkend gemeld bij de Knardijk, Flevoland. De
eerste Grauwe Kiekendief C pygargus vloog op 12 april
over Garrelsweer, Groningen, en nog ¢ 20 exemplaren
volgden vanaf 23 april elders in Nederland. Het twee-
de geval voor Nederland van een Dwergarend Hiera-
aetus pennatus was een langsvliegend licht exemplaar
op 24 april bij de Keersluisplas aan de Knardijk. Vis-
arenden Pandion haliaetus werden al gezien op 8
maart bij Heerenveen en op 11 maart bij Dordrecht.
C 50 exemplaren werden voornamelijk in de tweede
helft van april waargenomen. Vanaf 26 april werden
her en der in het land Roodpootvalken Falco vesperti-
nus gezien: 17 in totaal, met de grootste aantallen over
Bakkeveen, Friesland, op 28 april (vier) en over de
Knardijk op 30 april (vier). Opvallend is dat in maart
slechts 12 Slechtvalken F peregrinus en in april ¢ 30
exemplaren gemeld werden. Waarschijnlijk is dit toe te
schrijven aan doortrek,

KRAANVOGELS TOT STERNS Een onvolwassen Kraanvo-
gel Grus grus zat van 3 tot 7 maart bij Middelburg,
Zeeland. Tussen 5 en 14 maart was er sprake van door-
trek, vooral de ¢ 1600 exemplaren in Limburg tussen
Kerkrade en Heerlen spreken tot de verbeelding. In
april werden nog 15 exemplaren gemeld. Een Juffer-
kraanvogel Anthropoides virgo vloog laag oostwaarts
over Rottumeroog, Groningen, op 30 april. Maximaal
acht Steltkluten Himantopus himantopus verbleven
vanaf 10 april op het Rammegors bij St Philipsland,
Zeeland. Langs de Philipsdam waren twee exemplaren
aanwezig op 30 april. Een grijze snip Limnodromus
vloog op 12 april voorbij Breskens. Op 21 maart zaten
maar liefst 45 I)slandse Grutto’s Limosa limosa islandi-
ca op Wieringen, Noordholland. In april verscheen
uiteraard weer de eerste Poelruiter Tringa stagnatilis.
Andere exemplaren werden op 7 en 16 april gezien bij
de Ackerdijkse Plassen, op 9 april bij Spaarndam,
Noordholland, en op Terschelling, van 10 tot 14 april
bij Woerden, Utrecht, van 16 tot 22 april bij de Abts-
kolk bij Petten, van 16 tot 19 april bij Zwolle, Overijs-
sel, op 29 april langs Breskens en op 30 april op Eems-
haven-Oost. Een andere goede steltloper voor Breskens
zou, indien aanvaard, een op 29 april langsvliegende
Terekruiter Xenus cinereus zijn. Op 13 april vioog een
Middelste Jager Stercorarius pomarinus langs Breskens.
Vanaf half maart stroomde Nederland weer geleidelijk
vol met Zwartkopmeeuwen Larus melanocephalus.
Geelpootmeeuwen [ cachinnans werden gezien bij
lJmuiden, bij Wageningen, Gelderland, op 14 maart en
op de Reeuwijkse Plassen op 19 maart. De nasleep van
de kleine influx van Kleine Burgemeesters [ glaucoides
verliep als volgt: op 4 maart nog een exemplaar bij
Vlissingen, op 29 maart één bij Scheveningen, op 2
april één bij Egmond aan Zee en op 28 april een exem-
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plaar langs Katwijk, Zuidholland. Grote Burgemeesters
L hyperboreus werden nog waargenomen bij de Brou-
wersdam op 3 maart, bij Den Helder op 3 en 18 maart,
bij Veere, Zeeland, op 18 maart, bij Den Bosch,
Noordbrabant, op 19 maart en over het Westduinpark
bij Den Haag, Zuidholland, op 30 april. Lachsterns
Gelochelidon nilotica op doortrek werden gezien op
23 en 24 april bij de Eemshaven, op 29 april bij Cul-
emborg, Gelderland, en op Terschelling (twee) en op
30 april langs Breskens. De eerste Reuzenstern Sterna
caspia werd gezien op 9 april langs Breskens. Andere
volgden op 10 april langs de Qostvaardersdijk, Flevo-
land, op 12 april bij Rhenen, op 15 april bij Oudega,
Smallingerland, Friesland, op 20 april bij Vlissingen en
op 21 april wederom bij Breskens. Een Witwangstern
Chlidonias hybridus werd bij Vlaardingen, Zuidhol-
land, gesignaleerd op 24 april.

UILEN TOT GORZEN  Op 12 maart zou in de omgeving
van Apeldoorn een Ruigpootuil Aegolius funereus zich
kort hebben laten horen. Een Nachtzwaluw Capri-
mulgus europaeus vloog op 27 april over de HW-dui-
nen, Zuidholland. Op 28 april werden drie overtrek-
kende Alpengierzwaluwen Apus melba gemeld bij
Oldenzaal, Overijssel. Bijeneters Merops apiaster
waren aanwezig op Terschelling op 26 en 27 april
(drie). Hoppen Upupa epops lieten zich zien op Ter-
schelling op 31 maart, bij Breskens op 10 april, bij
Amsterdam, Noordholland, op 12 april, bij Katwijk op
14 en 25 april, bij Veenhuizen, Drenthe, op 28 april en
bij Grijpskerk, Groningen, op 29 april. Vanaf 14 april
werden al 15 Draaihalzen Jynx torquilla gemeld, voor-
namelijk uit de kuststreken. Op Terschelling zaten op 9
april nog 18 Strandleeuweriken Eremophila alpestris.
Roodstuitzwaluwen Hirundo daurica werden op 22 en
24 april gezien langs de Oostvaardersdijk en op 24
april  nabij Oostvoorne, Zuidholland. Voorjaars-
waarnemingen van Grote Piepers Anthus richardi blij-
ven zeldzaam. Op 30 april verscheen er één bij Den
Oever, Noordholland. De meeste van de 20 Duinpie-
pers A campestris die vanaf 20 april gezien werden,
konden bij Breskens genoteerd worden. Roodkeelpie-
pers A cervinus zijn een vertrouwd voorjaarsbeeld.
Vanaf 13 april werden tenminste 10 exemplaren
gemeld met een maximum van drie bij de Eemshaven
op 25 april. Een mogelijke Balkankwikstaart Motacilla
flava teldegg verbleef op 25 en 26 april bij een grintgat
in Limburg tussen Neerharen en Itteren op de Belgisch-
Nederlandse grens. Bij Mechelen, Limburg, zat op 12
en 17 maart een Roodbuikwaterspreeuw C ¢ aqua-
ticus. In Epen, Limburg, broedde met succes een paar-
tie Roodbuikwaterspreeuwen: vier jongen vlogen uit.
Dit was het eerste broedgeval in Nederland sinds 1933,
Op 9 april vloog, zoals reeds vermeld (Dutch Birding
15: 95, 1993), een Goudlijster Zoothera dauma langs
Breskens. Vanaf 30 maart vielen de Beflijsters Turdus
torquatus het land binnen, getuige de vele meldingen
van in totaal ¢ 500 exemplaren. De piek viel duidelijk
half april. Van 15 tot 20 april verbleef een Baardgras-
mus Sylvia cantillans bij Oosterend op Terschelling.
Een Bergfluiter P bonelli werd kort gezien nabij Re-
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83 Roodbuikwaterspreeuw / Red-bellied Dipper Cin-
clus cinclus aquaticus, Epen, Limburg, 27 april 1993
(Karel Lemmens)

tranchement, Zeeland, op 29 april. Langs de Zeewol-
derdijk, Flevoland, werd op 4 april een mogelijke Sibe-
rische Tjiftjaf P collybita tristis waargenomen. Witkop-
staartmezen Aegithalos caudatus caudatus bleken nog
aanwezig in de Dordtse Biesbosch, Zuidholland, op 6
maart (10) en bij Velp op 11 maart (twee). Europese
Kanaries Serinus serinus waren op de trektelposten
goed vertegenwoordigd. Van de ¢ 45 gemelde exem-
plaren werd het merendeel in april gezien. Breskens
had het leeuwedeel met tussen 10 en 23 april al ¢ 23
exemplaren. Een leuke waarneming betrof die van een
Roodvoorhooidkanarie S pusillus in een groepje Kneu-
en Carduelis cannabina op de Maasvlakte op 29 april.
Vanaf 20 april trokken 16 Ortolanen Emberiza hortula-

84 Terekruiter / Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus, Orroir,
Henegouwen, 25 april 1993 (Nicolas Selosse)

na door waarvan enkele exemplaren weer de Noord-
Limburgse broedgronden bereikten. Opmerkelijk is het
aantal voorjaarswaarnemingen van de Dwerggors F
pusilla: op 10 en 11 april verbleef een exemplaar bij
Budel-Dorplein, Noordbrabant, op 24 april vloog er
é6n over de Eemshaven, op 29 april zat een mannetje
te zingen bij Vleel, Noordbrabant, en op 30 april mo-
gelilk een exemplaar bij de Lepelaarsplassen, Flevo-
land. Grauwe Gorzen Miliaria calandra waren er bij
IImuiden op 3 en 7 maart, over Geleen, Limburg, op 3
april, bij Lelystad-Haven, Flevoland, op 9 april, langs
Breskens reeds 17 exemplaren vanaf 9 april en bij
Broek in Waterland, Noordholland, op 28 april.

Ruud M van Dongen, Albertusstraat 4, 5261 AD Vught, Nederland
Hans Gebuis, Boogschutter 30, 3328 KB Dordrecht, Nederland
Peter W W de Rouw, Warande 23, 3705 ZB Zeist, Nederland

Ly

Belgié

AALSCHOLVERS TOT VALKEN Een eerste-winter Kuifaal-
scholver Phalacrocorax aristotelis zat van 7 tot 17
maart in een wandelpark te Deurne, Antwerpen. Een
adulte en een tweede zomervogel zaten in de eerste
helft van april bij Maasmechelen, Limburg. Te Qosten-
de, Westvlaanderen, waren twee waarnemingen en te
Zeebrugge, Westvlaanderen, één. Te Zeebrugge-Dud-
zele werd op 13 maart de eerste Kleine Zilverreiger
Egretta garzetta waargenomen. Hier zat er tevens één
op 17 april en op 18 april werden drie exemplaren
geteld. Op 27 april pleisterde een exemplaar op De
Gavers te Harelbeke, Westvlaanderen, en over Schel-
derode, Oostvlaanderen, vloog er één op 29 april.
Maximaal twee Grote Zilverreigers £ alba zaten nog te

Harchies-Hensies, Henegouwen, tot 14 maart. Op 4
april verbleef er één te Boekhoute, OQostvlaanderen, en
op 15 april werd er één gezien te Vilvoorde, Brabant.
Er werden in totaal 22 Purperreigers Ardea purpurea
geteld, waaronder een groep van acht langs Blanken-
berge, Westvlaanderen, op 29 april. Zwarte Ooievaars
Ciconia nigra trokken op 25 maart over Oostmalle,
Antwerpen, en op 17 april over Herenthout, Antwer-
pen. Over gans de periode werden 27 Ooievaars
C ciconia getotaliseerd. Een Qostelijke Grauwe Gans
Anser anser rubrirostris pleisterde op 28 april bij
Wuustwezel, Antwerpen. Het adulte vrouwtje Ringsna-
veleend Aythya collaris zat nog te Rodenhuizedok-
Doornzele, Oostvlaanderen, tot 21 april. Het bekende
mannetje zat nog te Blokkersdijk, Antwerpen, tot 21
maart, op 24 maart werd het gesignaleerd te Melsele,
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Oostvlaanderen, en van 13 tot 18 april verbleef het
weer op de oude plaats. Mannetjes Witoogeend
A nyroca zaten op 14 maart bij Beernem, West-
vlaanderen, en vanal 19 maart bij Zandhoven, Antwer-
pen. Van roofvogeltotalen kunnen 47 Zwarte Wouwen
Milvus migrans, 19 Rode Wouwen M milvus, zes
Grauwe Kiekendieven Circus pygargus en 33 Visaren-
den Pandion haliaetus worden vermeld. Vanaf 28 april
pleisterde een onvolwassen vrouwtje Roodpootvalk
Falco vespertinus te Hensies. Op 29 april vloog er één
over Oostende.

RALLEN TOT STERNS Reeds vanaf 20 maart zaten makke
Porseleinhoenen Porzana porzana te Lier, Antwerpen.
Andere waarnemingen hadden mogelijk betrekking op
broedvogels. Kraanvogels Crus grus waren nog te
Oostende op & maart (20); te Schulen, Limburg, op 9
maart (11); te Warcoing, Henegouwen, op 13 maart
(16); te Virton, Luxemburg, op 13 (gehoord) en 14
maart (c 350) en te Lier 1 op 23 maart (één). Op 19
april pleisterden kortstondig twee Steltkluten Himanto-
pus himantopus bij Mechelen, Antwerpen, en in het
Molsbroek te Lokeren, Qostvlaanderen. Een pleisteren-
de Steppekievit Chettusia gregaria te Wolvertem, Bra-
bant, op 18 april werd (door een BAHC-lid!) om ondui-
delijke redenen geheimgehouden. Een Regenwulp
Numenius phaeopus met de kenmerken van de on-
dersoort N p hudsonicus vioog op 29 april langs Qost-
ende. Op 30 april werd bij Warcoing gedurende 10
min een zittende Poelsnip Gallinago media waargeno-
men, iets later begon het te schemeren... Een vroege
Poelruiter Tringa stagnatilis verbleef al op 2 april te
Kerkbrugge-Zelzate, Oostvlaanderen. Daarna volgden
waarnemingen te Zwijnaarde, Oostvlaanderen, op 19
april; te Longchamps, Namen, op 20 april; bij Lokeren
op 27 april en te Kallo-Doel, Oostvlaanderen, op 29
april. Vanai 30 april pleisterden er twee bij Genk, Lim-
burg. De eerste echt ‘twitchbare’ Terekruiter Xenus
cinereus voor Belgié verbleef op 25 en 26 april te Gau-
rain-Ramecroix, Henegouwen. Enkele uren na het ver-
trek van deze vogel werd een nieuw exemplaar ontdekt
bij Orroir, Henegouwen, dat tot 29 april ter plaatse
bleef. Een eerste-zomer Rosse Franjepoot Phalaropus
fulicarius werd op 24 april waargenomen bij Sint-Kruis-
Winkel, Oostvlaanderen. Op 17 april trok een adulte
Kleinste Jager Stercorarius longicaudus over Kluizen,
Oostvlaanderen. Langs QOostende vloog op 20 maart
een burgemeester Larus. Op 3 en 17 april passeerde
hier telkens een Grote Burgemeester L hyperboreus in
eerste zomerkleed. Op 24 april trok er één over Wen-
duine, Westvlaanderen. De eerste Witwangstern Chli-
donias hybridus verbleef op 23 april te Grand-Leez,
Namen. Daarna was er nog een enkeling te Lokeren op
26 april.

KOEKOEKEN TOT GORZEN Rond 15 maart werd er bij
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Sinsin, Namen, een dode Kuifkoekoek Clamator glan-
darius opgeraapt. Op 26 april vlogen er drie Alpen-
gierzwaluwen Apus melba over Sint-Pieters-Kapelle,
Westvlaanderen. Over Neerharen, Limburg, trok op 24
april een Bijeneter Merops apiaster. Half april pleister-
de een Hop Upupa epops bij Munsterbilzen, Limburg,
en op 14 april één in de Zeebrugse Achterhaven. De
enige Draaihalzen Jynx torquilla werden gezien op 9
april te Zwijnaarde en op 21 april te Webbekom-Diest,
Limburg. Een Grote Pieper Anthus richardi pleisterde
op 27 april enkele uren bij Gaurain-Ramecroix. Duin-
piepers A campestris werden waargenomen te Kallo-
Doel, Munsterbilzen en Bredene, Westvlaanderen, op
12 april; te Brecht, Antwerpen, op 17 april; te Zwijn-
aarde op 20 april; bij Texaco-Gent, Oostvlaanderen,
op 22 april; te Gaurain-Ramecroix op 22 (drie) en 23
april; te Neerharen 24 april; te Lier op 28 april en bij
Tienen op 30 april. Op 3 april zaten twee vroege
Roodkeelpiepers A cervinus te Kluizen. Op 24 en 25
april zat er een mak exemplaar te Neerharen. Andere
verbleven te Bredene op 24 en 29 april; te Tienen, Bra-
bant, op 25 april en te Wenduine op 29 april. De
Balkankwikstaart Motacilla flava feldegg, die van 24
tot 26 april bij Neerharen verbleef, zou het BAHC wel
eens kunnen overleven. Een melding van een kortston-
dig pleisterend mannetje Citroenkwikstaart M citreola
te Zeebrugge op 29 april mag serieus genomen wor-
den. Vanaf 30 maart begon men te werken aan een
totaal van 203 Beflijsters Turdus torguatus. Drie zin-
gende Cetti's Zangers Cettia cetti bleven gans de perio-
de aanwezig te Harchies-Pommeroeul. Tevens was er
een zangpost te Tertre les Marionville, Henegouwen.
Op 28 april was er een ringvangst van een mannetje
Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans bij De Haan, West-
vlaanderen. Vanaf 20 april (tot in mei) zong een Iberi-
sche Tjiftjaf Phylloscopus collybita brehmii te Wachte-
beke, Oostvlaanderen. Er werden in totaal 29
Buidelmezen Remiz pendulinus opgemerkt, waarvan
het gros over Lier trok. Een mannetje Grijze Gors
Emberiza cia op 8 april te Grandcourt, Luxemburg, liet
zich maar een paar seconden bekijken. Er werden
slechts zes Ortolanen F hortulana gemeld, Op 12
maart werd een vrouwtje Bosgors £ rustica gevangen te
Tessenderlo, Limburg. Op 29 maart zong een mannetje
te Mochamps, Luxemburg, maar naar Belgische traditie
werd ook die waarneming weken te laat doorgebeld.

Deze waarnemingslijst kwam tot stand met medewer-
king van Yves Baptiste (Harelbekel, Hugues Dufourny
(Henegouwen), Koen Leysen (Schulen) Philippe Smets
(Tienen), Dirk Symens (VLAVICO), Erik Vanloo (Trek-
tellingen in het Oostendse), Willy Verschueren (Linker-
oever) en Frederik Willemyns (Mergus). Ook de hulp
van al diegenen die (hun) waarnemingen meedeelden
op de Belgische Dutch Birding-Vogellijn (03-4880194)
was onontbeerlijk.

Gerald Driessens, Bosstraat 44, 2500 Lier, Belgié
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Dwergarend over Knardijk Op zaterdag 24 april 1993
om ¢ 11:15 ontdekten Hein Prinsen en Mark Snethlage
bij de Knardijk, ter hoogte van de Keersluisplas, Flevo-
land, twee roofvogels die uit het oosten over de Hol-
landse Hout aan kwamen vliegen: een Buizerd Buteo
buteo en, zo bleek tot hun verbazing, een onmiskenba-
re lichte vorm Dwergarend Hieraaetus pennatus. Enke-
le vogelaars die in de buurt stonden werden gewaar-
schuwd en tezamen konden ¢ 10 waarnemers de vogel
gedurende 5 min uitvoerig bekijken en er konden ook
enkele dia’s gemaakt worden. De vogel verdween in
westelijke richting en bleef nog ¢ 10 min boven de
Keersluisplas cirkelen. De verdeling van het zwart en
wit op de ondervleugels, de lichte diagonaal over de
bovenvleugel en het postuur met de de dikke, lichtbrui-
ne kop en de relatief lange, recht afgesneden staart lie-
ten geen twijiel bestaan over de determinatie.

Dit is de tweede waarneming in Nederland van een
Dwergarend in twee jaar tijd. De eerste (een donkere
vorm) werd op 30 mei 1992 gezien boven het Leer-
sumse Veld, Utrecht. Ook deze vogel werd gefotogra-
feerd maar zodanig ver weg dat het de CDNA heel wat
hoofdbrekers kostte om tot aanvaarding over te gaan.
Dat zal bij bovenstaand geval een stuk eenvoudiger
zijn. Hein PRINSEN & Enno B EBELS

Vale Gier bij Durgerdam Op woensdagmiddag 28
april 1993 was Fokko Padmos op zijn racefiets aan het
trainen ten noordoosten van Amsterdam, Noordhol-
land. Vlak bij Durgerdam ontdekte hij vanaf de fiets (en
zonder kijker!) een gier in een boom, die belaagd werd
door kraaien. Fokko meende dat het een Vale Gier
Gyps fulvus betrof en gaf het nieuws door via het sem-
afoon-circuit. Even later keerde hij terug met kijker en
telescoop om de determinatie zeker te stellen. Op dat
moment kon Fokko ook vaststellen dat de vogel
geringd was. Die middag en avond zagen vele 10-tal-
len vogelaars de Vale Gier in het weiland zitten en af
en toe een stukje vliegen. Door het feit dat de gier
geringd was werd het enthousiasme bij velen flink
getemperd. Tegelijkertijd werd echter (naar later bleek
terecht!) opgemerkt dat dit niet per se op een ontsnapte
vogel hoeft te duiden omdat veel (grote) roofvogels in
het wild of bij een uitzetprogramma geringd worden.
De vogel bleef in de omgeving aanwezig tot de middag
van maandag 3 mei. Op 1 mei konden Arnold Veen en
Lammert van der Veen en daarna ook anderen de witte
ring aflezen (code A1) en vaststellen dat de vogel aan
de andere poot een kleinere metalen ring had. Intensief
telefoon- en faxverkeer in de navolgende dagen lever-
de vervolgens het verrassende antwoord op dat de
vogel (oorspronkelijk) van wilde herkomst was en in
Noord-ltalié was geringd, waar hij in 1987 als eerste-
jaars mannetje verzwakt was gevangen. Daarna is de
vogel vier jaar in een asiel gehouden en in 1992 in de
nabijgelegen Italiaanse Alpen losgelaten. Na een kort-
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stondig ‘huwelijk’ (het vrouwtje werd geschoten) is de
gier aan het zwerven gegaan en uiteindelijk in Neder-
land verzeild geraakt. Door dit half-wilde verleden is
het een interessant dilemma voor de ‘tellers’ of dit
geval als wilde vogel geteld kan worden. Hoe die dis-
cussie ook uitpakt, deze waarneming geeft in ieder
geval aan hoe ver sommige (roof-)vogels van hun nor-
male verspreidingsgebied kunnen afdwalen en biedt
gelukkig wat tegenwicht tegen de vaak pehoorde
opmerking dat een bijzondere vogel 'vast en zeker ont-
snapt is’. Fokko PApmos & EnNO B EBELS

Citroenkwikstaart eindelijk twitchbaar De Citroen-
kwikstaart Motacilla citreola, hoog genoteerd op het
wensenlijstie van alle vogelaars, was al geruime tijd
één van de meest ‘getipte’ nieuwe soorten voor de
meerderheid van de Nederlandse soortenjagers. Op
woensdag 5 mei 1993 konden tussen de 100 en 200
vogelaars deze fraaie soort eindelijk op hun Neder-
landse lijst bijschrijven, dankzij de ontdekking door
Peter de Vries een dag eerder. In de avond van 4 mei
zag hij om 19:45 in de uiterwaarden van de lJssel bij
Wilp, Gelderland, tussen enkele 10-tallen Gele Kwik-
staarten Motacilla flava flava en Noordse Kwikstaarten
M [ thunbergi een mannetje Citroenkwikstaart lopen.
Na een korte ‘check’ van de kenmerken keerde Peter
terug naar Deventer om andere vogelaars te waarschu-
wen en boeken te raadplegen. Om 20:40 vond hij de
vogel weer terug en kon deze tot na 21:00 bekijken.
Toen verdween de vogel met een Gele Kwikstaart,
waarschijnlifk om ergens in het riet te gaan slapen. Het
nieuws werd ingesproken op de Dutch Birding-vogel-
lijn en als gevolg daarvan stonden de volgende och-
tend om 06:00 ¢ 30 vogelaars te blauwbekken op de
dijk. Het duurde tot 07:45 voordat de vogel gezien
werd maar toen was er ook voor hen geen twijfel
mogelijk. Het nieuws werd snel verspreid en in de loop
van de dag konden vele vogelaars de vogel bekijken, al
zorgde de afwezigheid van soms meer dan een uur
voor zenuwslopende wacht- en zoekperioden. De
vogel verbleef het meest in een nat gebied en foera-
geerde vaak vrijwel onzichtbaar in de dichte oeverbe-
groeiing maar werd ‘s middags ook op het drogere gras
gezien. Vaak zat de vogel enige tijd in een struik of
laag boompje en soms ook in het riet. Tot ‘s avonds
laat werd de vogel gezien. Als ‘bonus’ werd ter plaatse
‘s middags ook nog een (af en toe zingende) Roodkeel-
pieper Anthus cervinus in zomerkleed ontdekt. De vol-
gende dag werd de Citroenkwikstaart ondanks intensief
zoeken niet meer teruggevonden. PETER DE VRIES &
ENNO B EBELS

Haakbek op Helgoland Een groep van 22 leden van
Avifauna Groningen bracht van 30 april tot 2 mei 1993
een lang weekend door op Helgoland, Sleeswijk-Hol-
stein, Duitsland. Op zondag 2 mei ontdekten de Gro-
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85 Citroenkwikstaart / Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola,
Wilp, Gelderland, 5 mei 1993 (Hans Gebuis)

ningse vogelaars bij de zogeheten ‘Lummelfelsen’ een
vrouwtje Haakbek Pinicola enucleator. De vogel, die
gemakkelijk te herkennen was aan het grote formaat,
het overwegend bleek geelgroene en grijze verenkleed,
de twee opvallende witte vleugelstrepen en de dikke
snavel, zat op de rand van de klif en kon door Nico de
Vries op video worden vastgelegd en door Aaldrik Pot
worden gefotografeerd. Na korte tijd vloog de Haakbek
over zee weg en werd nooit meer teruggezien, de
waarnemers in opperste verbazing en grote euforie
achterlatend. Het betreft hier de eerste waarneming
voor Helgoland uit deze eeuw; in de vorige eeuw zijn
minstens twee vogels verzameld. Vanaf 1977 zijn in
Duitsland tot nu toe twee gevallen aanvaard, beide in
Nedersaksen (december 1978 en januari 1984). Twee
van de drie meest recente gevallen uit Groot-Brittannié
betreffen eveneens mei-waarnemingen (1971 en 1975).
Daarna werd er nog één waargenomen op Shetland,
Schotland, van eind maart tot eind april 1992 (cf Dutch
Birding 14: 112, 113, 1992). PauL M GNODDE & EnNO
B EBELS

Kleine Zwartkop op Texel Op woensdag 26 mei vond
Arend Wassink iets ten zuiden van ‘De Tuintjes’ bij De
Cocksdorp, Texel, Noordholland, een eerste-zomer
mannetje Kleine Zwartkop Sylvia melanocephala. De
vogel bevond zich in dezelfde struiken als waarin zich
op 29 september 1985 een Blauwstaart Tarsiger cya-
nurus en van 30 september tot 4 oktober 1988 een
Vale Lijster Turdus obscurus bevond. Het betrof het
vierde geval van de Kleine Zwartkop voor Nederland.
Eerdere gevallen betroffen eveneens mannetjes. Hier-
van waren er twee ook in het voorjaar: op 13 mei 1983
in de Eemshaven, Groningen, en op 20 april een vangst
op Rottumeroog, Groningen. Het eerste geval was een
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86 Kleine Zwartkop / Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melano-
cephala, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noordholland, 29 mei
1993 (Marc Guyt)

overwinteraar van 14 december 1980 tot 22 februari
1981 te Amsterdam, Noordholland. De vogel van
Texel was echter de eerste die door een groot aantal
vogelaars kon worden bekeken omdat hij langer dan
een dag aanwezig bleef, tot en met zaterdag 29 mei, én
tijdig op de Dutch Birding-vogellijn bekend werd
gemaakt. AREND WASSINK & ARNOLD VAN DEN BERG

Kwartelkoning(s)drama op Uithof Een mogelijke vesti-
ging van Kwartelkoningen Crex crex op de Uithof,
Utrecht, leek dit voorjaar in het verschiet. Vanaf onge-
veer 7 mei 1993 werden op het terrein van de Botani-
sche Tuin van de Rijksuniversiteit Utrecht ten minste
drie roepende exemplaren gehoord. De vogels riepen
voornamelijk overdag en werden ook door medewer-
kers van het proeftuinencomplex gehoord en gezien,
onder meer in een knotwilg. Hoewel de vogels door-
gaans gehoord werden op voor de soort uitzonderlijke
plekken (proefpercelen, plantsoenen, etc), was een ¢ 1
ha groot grasland vermoedelijk het centrum van hun
belangstelling. Dit perceel werd echter op 11 mei
gemaaid. Twee dagen later, op 13 mei, werden hier de
vermorzelde overblijiselen van twee vogels gevonden
die op grond van vleugelmaten en kleur als vrouwtjes
konden worden gedetermineerd en langer dan een dag
dood waren. Dit brengt de totale Uithof-populatie op
vijf individuen. Op 12 mei werd ‘s nachts voor het
laatst een roepende vogel gehoord. Dit kleine drama
maakt nog eens duidelijk waarom de Kwartelkoning
een bedreigde soort is en hoog op de Rode Lijst prijkt:
maaien vernietigt niet alleen het leefgebied maar ook
de vogels zelf. Zouden vooral vrouwtjes het slachtoffer
worden van de maaimachine dan maakt dat het voon-
bestaan van de soort nog onzekerder. Tom M VAN DER
HAVE & JAN MAAS
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