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Wie op zoek is naar de beste ziekte-
kostenverzekering moet zijn ogen goed
openhouden. Want ook op dit gebied
heb je bijzondere en minder bijzon-
dere "soorten”. Zo mag de Zeker Beter
Polis van Nuts bijzonder genoemd
worden. Omdat het een zeldzaam
goede ziektekostenverzekering is voor
een bescheiden premie (al
vanaf f26,— per persoon
per maand!). Ontwikkeld
door Nuts, specialist in

%ﬁ

ziektekosten met meer dan 35 jaar
envaring. En niet te vergeten met een
uitzonderlijke visie. Want Nuts werkt
zonder winstoogmerk en uitsluitend in
het belang van de verzekerde. Het is
dan ook in uw belang om uw assuran-
tie-adviseur binnenkort eens naar de
Zeker Beter Polis van Nuts te vragen.
Of, dat kan ook, bij Nuts
de gratis brochure "Een
betere kik op ziektekos-
ten." aan te vragen.

- NUTS

ZIEKTEKOSTEN
VERZEKERING

NUTS ZIEKTEKOSTENVERZEKERING NV.
VERZEKEREN IS VOORUITZIEN

Stadhoudersplantsoen 214, 2517 SK ‘s-Gravenhage. Telefoon 070-31006 14.




NATWIR & BEK

specialist voor bioloog en natuurliefhebber

Een Witgatje is niet in de eerste plaats een klein beest, eerder een beest dat zich kenmerkt door
een wit gatje, een witte stuit, een wit achterwerk. Waar een Witgat aan doet denken, laat zich
raden: onder de tafel hou je stil, daar zat juffrouw Dikkebil; Dikkebil zo hiet ze - enzovoort, u
kent het versje.

Een Goudhaan doet denken aan een goudfazant of aan Guus Geluk en het woord Goudhaantje
geeft gedachtenassociaties van subtieler niveau; inderdaad ook aan een mooie jongen met veel
geld en veel geluk. Als vogelnaam één van de zinvol gebruikte verkleinwoorden in onze taal:
laat het ook nog een klein vogeltje wezen!

BLADKONING is onze aankondiging van vogelboeken. We mogen hopen dat ons gebruik van
een megalomaan woord niet heeft geleid tot 't streven alle vogelnamen zonder verkleinend
achtervoegsel ingang te doen vinden. We mogen trouwens hopen dat onze vogelboeken vaak
zullen helpen een Bladkoninkje te vinden en herkennen.

De BLADKONING kent u nog niet? Die komt op verzoek.

NATUUR en BOEK Bankastraat 10 NL 2585 EN Den Haag

ZWARE TOCHT ~ LICHTE UITRUSTING

Om het hele jaar te kunnen kamperen, klimmen, bergwandelen,
kanogn, fietsen; om ‘s winters te kunnen skién heeft U een e
uitrusting nodig.  Bever/£.3. heeft alles in huis voor elke tocht.
1 £en greep uit ons enorme assortiment :

» lichtgewicht tenten

« slaapzakken, hoge donskwaliteit, synthekisch

« rugzakken, de grootste kollektie van Nederl.

- kleding, ventilerende regenkleding, skikleding,

«donsjacks, warmte ondergoed, fiberpelstruien
ba’qj((:uandel)sdwoerm
+ski’s skischoenen; ook verhuur
» «kaarten, reisgidsen, boeken, etc.
Kom snel eens bij ons kijken of vroag de zomer- of winterkatalogus:o7o-3683700

BEVER ZWERFSPORT ERDMAN SCHMIDT

DenHoog  (alandpiein 4 zszias  Arnhem  Utrechtsestr.s Hoarlem  Zijlweg 63
Bever Boek Kaart d  oro 3583 Breda Wilhelminastr 22 Hilversum scrovelandsweg 28
Rotterdam Adm de Ruyterweg 33 Apeldoorn Brinklaan s Hoogewveen \weberstr #
Utrecht  Balieloan 12
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* When you are planning a birding trip
or holiday abroad, ask for recent
reports of fellow birdwatchers

« Many items available, in English as
well as in Dutch

e Reasonably priced (non-profit base)

¢ All kinds of bird, nature and travel-
reports urgently required

For a free (only p&p costs) catalogue
and other information, please contact:

DIRK DE MOES
POSTBUS 94

3956 ZS LEERSUM
THE NETHERLANDS
TEL: 03434 - 57501

WESTERN BIRDS

A quarterly journal of field ornithology [
for active birders and
professional ornithologists

* Bird identification articles written by experts and
rigorously reviewed by editorial board

® Generously illustrated by leading amateur and pro-
fessional artists and photographers

* Articles and photographs documenting rarities and
range extensions

® Studies of bird distribution, abundance. behavior,
migration and ecology

WESTERN BIRDS also announces:
* WFO sponsored pelagic trips

* Annual conventions including field trips and bird
identification presentations

To become a WFO member and receive WESTERN
BIRDS send $14.00 ($17.00 outside U.S.) annual dues
payable to Western Field Ornithologists-D. c/o Howard
Cogswell, 1548 East Ave , Hayward, CA 94541, U.S A

Costa Blanca

For sale:
large luxurious house in the midst
of pine trees with sea view.

Floor space 200 m?, 4 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 2 separate WC'’s,
glazed terrace and patio, large and
fully equipped modern kitchen,
garage and store room.

Garden, large heated swimming
pool with cover. Seven volaries and
various breeding installations in the
middle of a splendid ornamental and

cactus garden.

Only solvent prospective buyers
should write to:
Chiffre 44, —132'414 Publicitas, PO
Box, CH-8021 Zurich, Switzerland.

Subscribers to Dutch Birding can claim 25%
off a British Birds subscription.

The monthly journal
for every birdwatcher

British Birds

... full of variety . . .
well illustrated . . . =~
always readable . {ls.

Why not
give 'BB’ <=
atry? &

Ask for a free sample copy from
Mrs. Erika Sharrock, Fountains,
Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford.




SWIFT, Objectief het verst

S

Niet alleen professionals
kiezen voor kijkers van
Swift. Maar ook mensen
die oog hebben voor
kwaliteit tegen een
scherpe prijs. Swift staat
voor Amerikaans-Japanse

toptechniek en een
perfekte optiek. De bouw
Is zeer solide. Vandaar de
unieke garantie. Vandaar
ook aanbevolen door
Vogelbescherming (de
Cameo en Audubon).

Dat zegt heel wat. Neem
eens een kijkje. Dan ziet u
't meteen.

DUTCH BIRDING |
\ |

Tweemaandelijks tijdschrift voor elke
fervente vogelaar!

Schrijf voor informatie naar:
Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611,

. D

\ 1070 AP Amsterdam |

& Qriental —
Bird Club

The Club's region of interes!
embraces the entire Indian
Subcontinent, South East Asia, the
Philippines, Taiwan and much ol
Indonesia and China.

Itis open to all omithologists throughout the
world who share an interest in the region's
birds and their conservation

Members receive two Bulletins and a journal
Forkail' annually, keeping them in touch with
the latest developments in Oriental ornithology.

JOIN TODAY

Membership costs £9 (US $15) per annum, or
for nationals living in countries within the
Oriental region £6 (US $10) per annum

Write for details or to join (enclosing your fee)
to The Membership Secretary, Oriental Bird
Club, c/o The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire,
SG19 2DL. United Kingdom
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Birding in Djibouti
Geoff Welch & Hilary Welch

jibouti gets a bad press from its hot climate

(very hot from May to September), high cost of
living, generally dirty capital city, lack of culture
and its seemingly endless volcanic desert crossed
by remarkably few tarmac roads. However, it also
has a very positive feature. Djibouti is an amazing
place for birds.

We have now made six visits to Djibouti and
never cease to be surprised by its ornithological
spectacles. One evening in February we stood in
the brief, hot African dusk near the international
airport, and watched 37 Black Kites Milvus migrans
come slowly spiralling down to roost, whilst over-
head we were staggered to count more than 16 000
Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava fly north, presu-
mably going to their roost. A week later, we were
sitting in the midday heat on a cliff overlooking the
peculiar flooded forest of Madgoul, whilst a ther-
mal of vultures rose slowly out of the valley below
us — Egyptian Neophron percnopterus, Rippell’s
Gyps rueppellii, Hooded Necrosyrtes monachus,
Lappet-faced Torgos tracheliotusand White-headed
Trigonoceps occipitalis — and as a bonus two
distant Bateleurs Terathopius ecaudatus tumbled
through the air in front of the impressive mountain
Moussa Ali.

Raptor migration
It was the promise of raptors which first fired our
enthusiasm to visit Djibouti. The country is situated
atthe narrowest point at the southern end of the Red
Sea and looked to be a prime site for observing
raptor migration; surely, birds must cross the sea
here from Arabia into Africa. A search of the
literature revealed an almost total lack of published
information on the country’s birdlife, let alone
visible migration. On our second visit, in autumn
1985, we were able to devote time to looking for
{(and confirming) the migration we had suspected
butitwas notuntil 1987 that we were able to mount
an expedition solely to study the autumn migration.
These two trips have shown Djibouti to be one of
the major sites in the Middle East for raptor mi-
gration in autumn. In 1985, 80732 raptors were
recorded and 246 478 birds in 1987 (Welch &
Welch 1988). In general, the movement takes place
on an 8-10 km wide front and shifts along a 30-km
stretch of coastline depending on wind direction
and strength. However, the birds concentrate in a
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very narrow band of ¢ 2 km width at the centre of
the movement. Combined with the sparsely inha-
bited, featureless terrain and the international fron-
tier between Djibouti and Ethiopia, this perhaps ex-
plains why the migration has been overlooked for
so long. The principal species during these counts
have been Steppe Eagle Aguila nipalensis and
Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus with respec-
tive maximum counts of 76 586 and 98 399 birds,
along with smaller numbers of 24 other species.
Apart from the sheer number of hirds involved in
these movements, one thing which sets Djibouti
apart from other raptor counting sites is that the
birds invariably fly extremely low, the majority
arriving at heights of ¢ 60 m. Standing on top of the
ridge at Doumeira, one can see the raptors fly past
almost at eve level and hear the wind whistling
through their wings.

However, counting raptors in Djibouti is not all
pleasure. Despite their idyllic settings, the count
sites at Ras Siyan and Doumeira are remote and all
food, fuel and water has to be brought in. Both sites
are always windy — sand gets everywhere — it is
always hot (aver 30°C during the day) and there is
little natural shade. Add to this 30 km commuting
a day when the birds are at Doumeira and raptors
begin to lose some of their appeal - after the first
25 000. Finally, when the movement stops, at
¢ 13:00 on most days, there is not a lot else to look
at. Much of the north-eastern coastal plain is spar-
sely vegetated and passerines tend to be limited to
Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes, Black-crowned
Finch Lark Eremopterix nigriceps, Great Grey Shrike
Lanius excubitor and, if you are lucky, Desert
Wheatear Qenanthe deserti. Still, if all other bird-
ing fails there is always seawatching and this can be
more productive. There are colonies of Crested
Terns Sterna bergii and Lesser Crested Terns 5 ben-
galensison the offshore islands, whilst Brown Booby
Sula leucogaster, Red-billed Tropichird Phaethon
aethereusand Audubon’s Shearwater Puftinus ther-
minieri are often seen. Crab Plovers Dromas ardeo-
la, too, are regular and in 1987 over 5400 were
recorded flying south along the coast.

Other habitats

But Djibouti has still more to offer. The forest areas
of the Goda and Mabla massifs on the northern side
of the Gulf of Tadjoura are home to the endemic
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Djibouti Francolin Francolinus ochropectus, a shy
retiring species of which little is known. Occurring
in forest areas above 700 m, it is heard more often
than seen, dawn being the time of greatest activity.
Nowhere can the species be described as common
but in the Forét du Day region, the gardens at
Dittilou and Bankoualé and the high plateaus are
the most productive. These areas also support
woodland species such as White-breasted White-
eye Zosterops abyssinica, Paradise Flycatcher Ter-
psiphone viridis, Tropical Boubou Laniarius ae-
thiopicus and Bruce's Green Pigeon Treron waalia
found nowhere else in Djibouti. In the Goda and
Mabla massifs there are also Verreaux's Eagles
A verreauxiiand the only known breeding Bonelli’s
Eagles Hieraaetus tasciatus in eastern Africa.

As would be expected from its geographical lo-
cation, Djibouti lacks extensive wetlands. Those
which do exist tend to be small, seasonal and very
fragile. The best-known and most extensive are Lac
Abhé in the south-west and Sac Allol in the north-
west, both scenically stunning. The former is a
rapidly diminishing lake — becoming increasingly
saline — surrounded by numerous tall ‘chimneys’ of
salt rock which mark the sites of mineral rich
springs. Sac Allol consists of three parallel deep
depressions separated by narrow ridges, each
depression having one or more areas of open water
fed by underground springs and surrounded by
extensive salt deposits. Both sites have breeding
Spur-winged Hoplopterus spinosus and Kittlitz's
Plovers Charadrius pecuarius and attract a variety
of passage and wintering waders, herons, egrets
and flamingoes. The rich, though heavily grazed,
vegetation.surrounding the springs also provides
valuable feeding areas for migrating pipits and
wagtails. Lac Abhé is relatively accessible but Sac
Allol involves a long, hard drive through very
inhospitable volcanic areas from Dorra. Early
morning is best at both sites, before it becomes too
hot.

Aside from these islands of habitat, the majority
of Djibouti consists of alluvial plains and the infa-
mous volcanic desert, each with varying amounts
of Acacia shrub. Typical birds of this scrub are
Pygmy Sunbird Anthreptes platurus, Great Grey
Shrike, Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti, Black-
crowned Finch Lark and Spotted Pterocles senegal-
lus, Chestnut-bellied P exustus and Lichtenstein’s
Sandgrouse P lichtensteinii. Where Acacia cover is
denser, Arabian Warbler Sylvia leucomelaena,
Rufous Bush Chat Cercotrichas galactotes, Black
Bush Robin C podobe, Yellow-breasted Barbet
Trachyphonus margaritatusand Red-fronted Warbler
Spiloptila rufifrons may be found.

Birding in Djibouti

Birding
To see the best areas of Djibouti, one needs to have
access to a four-wheel drive vehicle and this is the
greatest problem for most would-be visitors. Whilst
vehicles can be readily hired in Djibouti city, the
costis astronomical —in spring 1990, the most basic
vehicle (Daihatsu Rocky) cost USD 185 a day plus
insurance. The very rough roads and tendency for
people to take four-wheel drive vehicles into places
where they should not, mean that hire vehicles
have a comparatively short working life but whe-
ther this justifies the extortionate pricing is ques-
tionable. However, there are several productive
birding sites in and around Djibouti city itself.
The market gardens at Ambouli are accessible by
bus or taxi but can be frustratingly difficult to work.
The vegetation of the gardens provides ample cover
for a wide range of residents and migrants and
boasts several ‘firsts’ for Djibouti such as White-
throated Robin Irania gutturalis, Paradise Whydah
Vidua paradisaea, Collared Pratincole Glareola
pratincola and Starling Sturnus vulgaris! Ambouli’s
true importance for migrants will not be known
until an extensive ringing study is carried out but its
proximity to the centre of the city offers great scope

157 Arabian Bustard Ardeotis arabs, Dorra region, Dji-
bouti, March 1990 (Geoll Welch & Hilary Welch)
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158 Steppe Eagles Aquila nipalensis and Rippell’s Vultures Gyps rueppellii, Djibouti rubbish dump, Djibouti, Decem-
ber 1985 (Geotf Welch & Hilary Welch)

159 Rippell’s Vulture Gyps rueppellii, between Dijibouti city and Arta, Djibouti, February 1989 (Geoff Welch
& Hilary Welch)




for its utilization as an educational and training
resource. Although often initially rather suspicious
of birders, the gardeners are usually extremely keen
to show visitors around their gardens once they
know what they are doing.

No real birder can visit a country without a trip to
the local rubbish dump and this is certainly to be
recommended in Djibouti. The main dump is situa-
ted ¢ 11 km west of the city on the road to Arta. As
is typical of really good birding spots the area has
little to recommend it, scenically consisting of a
variety of burned out cars, broken bottles, pools of
waste oil and heaps of rotting cattle hides and
skulls. It is the latter which make the dump espe-
cially attractive to wintering birds of prey, particu-
larly Steppe Eagle and Egyptian Vulture, plus vary-
ing numbers of Abdim’s Stark Ciconia abdimii and
Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus. The sky is
often dotted with soaring raptors, including the
occasional Rippell’s Vulture, and small parties of
Little Swift Apus affinis and Swallow Hirundo rus-
tica, whilst on the ground numerous White M alba
and Yellow Wagtails scurry about. The area is also
a good spot for seeing Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse
and in 1990 at least 180 Pale Rock Sparrows
Petronia brachydactyla were present. However, it

Birding in Djibouti

is not a place for those of adelicate disposition —the
smell can be appalling.

The Djibouti bird list currently stands at 324
species and our six visits have added much to the
knowledge of the country’s ornithological impor-
tance. However, much more remains to be discov-
ered, especially in terms of passerine migration.
Together with a French colleague, Alain Laurent,
we are compiling an outline distributional atlas of
Dijibouti’s birds and would welcome copies of any
observations made by visiting birders — standardi-
zed record forms are available on request. Despite
the high costs and harsh climate, Djibouti is recom-
mended for a visit and all observations, casual or
scientific, will help add to our knowledge of this
small but strategic country which links Africa with
the Middle East.

Samenvatting

Voaorien v Dusovt Djibouti is gelegen in Qostafrika
aan het zuidelijke, smalste gedeelte van de Rode Zee en
vormt een verbinding tussen Afrika en het Arabische
schiereiland. Een aantal goede vogelplaatsen langs de
kust (roofvogels, steltlopers) en in het binnenland wor-
den besproken. Naast allerlei Palearctische doortrekkers
biedt Djibouti uiteraard een verscheidenheid aan Afri
kaanse soorten. Ondanks de hoge verblijfskosten en het

160 Yellow-breasted Barbet Trachyphonus margaritatus, Goda massif, Djibouti, February 1990 (Geoff Welch
& Hilary Welch)
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161 Crab Plovers Dromas ardeola, Doumeira, Djibouti, November 1987 (Geoff Welch & Hilary Welch)

162 Crab Plover Dromas ardeola, Sooty Gull Larus hemprichii, Crested Tern Sterna bergii and Lesser Crested Tern 5
bengalensis, Ras Siyan, Djibouti, October 1985 (Geoff Welch & Hilary Welch)




Birding in Djibouti

163 Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti assabensis, Forét de Day, Djibouti, March 1984 (Geoff Welch & Hilary Welch)

hete klimaat is een bezoek zeer de moeite waard; boven- Reference

dien zijn nog veel gegevens en waarnemingen nodig Welch, G & Welch, H 1988. The autumn migration of
voor een betere ornithologische kennis van dit kleine raptors and other soaring birds across the Bab-el-
land op de grens tussen Afrika en het Midden-Oaosten, Mandeb straits. Sandgrouse 10: 26-50

Geoff Welch & Hilary Welch, Minsmere Reserve, Westleton, Saxmundham, Suftolk 1IP17 3BY, UK
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Ross’s Gulls in Siberia

Michael Densley

he Soviet breeding grounds of Ross’s (or Rosy)
Gull Rhodostethia rosea lie within the north-
eastern Siberian plain, which stretches almost un-
broken from the Taimyr peninsula eastward as far
as the Kolyma river and Chaun bay, a distance of
almost 3000 km. Extending inland for 600-700 km,
the plain covers an area almost three times the size
of France. To the east of this vast area, the Kolyma
river flows for 2000 km before entering the East
Siberian Sea. The main settlement of the Kolyma
delta is Cherskii, with a population of ¢ 12 000.
Although far from uniform in character, the land-
scape and vegetation of the Kolyma plain fall most
readily into Chernov’s (1988) definition of southern
(shrub and tussock) tundra subzone, characterized
by very variable vegetation cover with thick layers
of dwarf shrubs, herbaceous plants, grasses and
sedges and thickets of willow Salix, birch Betula

and alder Alnus. The higher ground, which rarely
exceeds 100 m above sea-level, is covered by a
dense growth of dwarf shrubs and herbaceous
plants whilst wetland communities have develo-
ped in the lowland mires, water-filled hollows,
lakes and bogs and along rivers and streams. Shrubs
rarely attain a heightof 3 m, even in sheltered areas.

Ornithological history

The first systematic ornithological investigation of
the Kolyma plain and delta was conducted in the
spring and summer of 1905 by the naturalist and
explorer Sergei A Buturlin (Buturlin 1906). The
major achievement of Buturlin’s expedition was
the discovery of the long-sought breeding grounds
of Ross’s Gull. He found the species nesting quite
commonly there, along with Arctic Terns Sterna
paradisaea in wet marshes on the edges of tundra
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Ross’s Gulls in Siberia

164 Aerial view of typical tundra landscape, Kolyma delta, Siberia, USSR, July 1990 (Michael Densley)

lakes, both within and beyond the tree-line. Butur-
lin also learned of large numbers of breeding Ross’s
Gulls at Malaya on the upper Alazeya river and on
the tundra to the west as far as the Indigirka river,
From this he concluded that the main breeding
grounds of Ross’s Gull comprised the whaole of the
northern Kolyma plain.

Vorob'ev (1963) summarised the species’ Sibe-
rian breeding distribution as ‘northern Yakutia, the
tundra between the Yana and Kolyma deltas, the
central Kolyma basin almost as far south as 67°N,
and the area between the Khroma and Indigirka
river deltas’. Later, Grigor'ev (1976) found Ross’s
Gulls during the breeding seasons of 1957-67 over
a wide area of the north-eastern Siberian plain in
localities such as Olenek river and the Ust’-Olenek
settlement (north-western Yakutia), the Lena river
delta, near the village of Nizhneyansk on the Yana
river, Chokurdakh on the Indigirka river and near
the settlements of Cherskii and Mikhalkino on the
lower Kolyma. Further reports of breeding Ross'’s
Gull have appeared in print, notably from the lower
valleys of the Chondon-Omolon-Yanarivers (Yana-
Indigirka lowlands) (Rostchevski 1976), Kuogar-
takh settlement (Yanariverdelta) (Perelomov 1976),
Bolshaya Balakhnya river basin (eastern Taimyr
peninsula) (Pavlov & Dorogov 1976), Yana river

lowlands (Uspenski 1977), the Chaunskaia low-
lands (Chaun bay) (Borodin etal 1978, Krechmar et
al 1978), Buor Khaya bay (Tomkovich 1980) and
the Lena delta (Degtyarev et al 1987).

An accountof the breeding biology of Ross's Gull
from various localities in northern Yakutia can be
found in Zubakin & Avdadnin (1983). However,
perhaps the most complete study of breeding Ross’s
Gulls was carried out by Andreev & Kondrat'ev
(1981) in much the same area of the eastern Kolyma
plain where Buturlin’s original observations were
made.

In summary, the central breeding area of Siberian
breeding Ross's Gulls would appear to be the
northern halves of the Yana-Indigirka lowlands and
of the Kolyma plain. Peripheral and usually irregu-
lar breeding by smaller colonies also occurs as far
west as Taimyr and eastward to Chaun bay. Recent
surveys of Ross’s Gulls nesting in Yakutia suggest
that the total Russian population of adult breeding
birds may be between 45 000 and 55 000 indivi-
duals (Degtyarev 1991).

Ross’s Gull study colony

The most recent studies of breeding Ross’s Gulls
have been carried out from the remote Kolyma field
station ¢ 140 km north-west of Cherskii (c 158:30
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E, 69:24 N) in the Khalercha (*khalarcha’ meaning
gull in the local Jukagyr language) tundra of the
eastern Kolyma plain. The study colony of breeding
Ross’s Gulls was situated in a marsh ¢ 3 km south
west of the field station, in a roughly circular bowl-
shaped depression (diameter 1-1.5 km) surrounded
by upland Ledum/Dryasheath. Approximately 60%
of the marsh was comprised of a complex of low-
centred, water-filled polygons, mostly at the north-
eastern end. The outer, dryer areas were colonized
by thickets of stunted willows up to 0.5 m high.
Most of the south-western end of the marsh consist-
ed of small, shallow and interlinked freshwater
pools and lakes, interspersed with extensive areas
of wet sedge meadow. An important feature of the
northern edge of the marsh was a well-delineated,
elliptically shaped thaw lake, c 200 m long and 100
m across, and estimated to be ¢ 1T m deep (pers obs).

The vegetation of these sedge meadows and
much of the polygonal ground was dominated by
water sedge Carex aquatilis. It is notable that water
sedge also forms the characteristic vegetation at
nesting sites of Ross’s Gulls at Churchill, Manitoba,
Canada (Chartier & Cooke 1980). Other plants
growing here were largely confined to the drier
areas, especially the raised ridges surrounding the
underlying polygons. These included various grass-
es, willows (especially Salix pulchra), Betula nana
exilis, Potentilla palustris and Pedicularis sudetica,
all growing through a thick carpet of Sphagnum
(10-15 cm deep).

A small tent was erected in an elevated position
overlooking the marsh ¢ 200 m from the nesting
area, which allowed unrestricted views over the
colony. All nests examined were confined to a
small area (c 0.5 ha) of wet sedge meadow, c 50 m
from the north-western edge of the marsh; a site
clearly critically chosen. These nests were adjacent
to a group of ¢ 10 breeding pairs of Arctic Terns,
beyond which nested six pairs of Vega Gulls Larus
(argentatus) vegae. The more active and aggressive
Arctic Terns appeared to maintain an effective
screen between the nesting Ross’s Gulls and Her-
ring Gulls, the latter being the most important avian
predator of young birds here.

This area of sedge meadow also held all of the
breeding waders, most of which, by early July, like
most of the Ross’s Gulls, were attending mobile
young in the surrounding vegetation. The waders
presentincluded six pairs each of Pectoral Sandpiper
Calidris melanotos, Ruff Philomachus pugnax, Snipe
Gallinago gallinago, Long-billed Dowitcher Lim-
nodromus scolopaceus, Spotted Redshank Tringa
erythropus and Wood Sandpiper T glareola, as well
as ¢ 15 breeding pairs of Red-necked Phalaropes

170

Phalaropus lobatus. A pair of Black-throated/Paci-
fic Divers Gavia arctica/pacifica were presumed to
be breeding on the adjacent areas of open water but
the only duck noted was a single female Long-
tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis. The drier willow-
dominated areas on the outer edges of the marsh
held small numbers of breeding Willow Grouse
Lagopus lagopus and Yellow Wagtails Motacilla
flava plexa.

The colony consisted of 23 pairs which were
breeding in small discrete groups throughout the
marsh. This type of nest dispersion is unusual in
colonially breeding gulls and may have been adopt-
ed by Ross's Gull as part of its predator-avoidance
strategy, perhaps to counteract the conspicuous-
ness of its bright plumage in an open tundra land-
scape (Zubakin & Avdanin 1983). This particular
colony has been studied since 1986 and has, in the
past, contained 10-17 pairs (A V Andreev pers
comm). Buturlin (1906) recorded an average of 10-
12 pairs in other colonies while Zubakin & Avdanin
(1983) found up to 18 nests in colonies in the Yana-
Indigirka lowlands. The relatively large number of
pairs in the 1990 study colony may have been influ-
enced by the combination of a long spell of favour-
able spring weather and low numbers of the prin-
ciple mammalian predator, the arctic fox Alopex
lagopus.

Nests
Two types of nest sites are utilized by Ross's Gulls:
small islands in water, which may be the favoured
type of nest site since they are utilized by earlier
nesting birds and usually contain the largest clut-
ches, and the damp areas of marsh adjacent to lakes
and ponds (Buturlin 1906, Andreev & Kondrat'ev
1981). However, only one nest in the current study
colony was built on an island; on the tiny raised
centre of a water-filled polygon which offered
hardly enough ground to support the nest. All other
nests were constructed on the innermost margins of
the marsh, all within 1.5 m of the water's edge.

| examined seven Ross’s Gulls” nests, all but one
of them being abandoned and all situated at the
innermost edge of the marsh near open water.
Nests were very simple, being built in a shallow, ¢
30 mm deep, hollow scratched into the Sphagnum
and lined with a small amount of nest material,
usually dead leaves and stems of water sedge. The
entire contents of one abandoned nest (¢ 12 cm
across) weighed, when dry, a mere 2.62 g. Other
materials are sometimes used to line nests, for
example Buturlin (1906) found a nest consisting
almost completely of reindeer moss Cladonia ran-
giterina. The thick layer of damp Sphagnum into



which the nest is made serves to insulate the eggs
from the chilling effect of the permanently frozen
ground below (Pewe 1966).

Eggs

The fine warm weather experienced on the lower
Kolyma in the early spring of 1990 had induced
breeding activity earlier than usual. The main egg
laying period occurred during 1-3 June (normally
4-9) and the main hatch during 20-22 June (usually
26 June-3 July). 18 pairs produced clutches of three
eggs and five pairs produced two eggs each; an
average of 2.78 eggs per nesting pair. All of the eggs
hatched, as is normally the case (A V Andreev pers
comm), but only 15% of the resulting young reach-
ed the flying stage.

By 1 July, the only nest that had not yet been
abandoned contained two chipping eggs, from
which young emerged the following day. The eggs
of Ross’s Gull are quite different from those of other
gulls, being much more rounded and possessing a
very dark, olive-green background colour against
which the shell markings contrast much less mark-
edly. The two chipping eggs were more elongated
than normal and the background colour was paler
and browner with more contrasting surface mark-
ings. This tendency towards paleness and elonga-
tion in eggs, as well as smaller clutch sizes, is
characteristic of later, often replacement, clutches
and not uncommonly produced by inexperienced
birds (Buturlin 1906, A V Andreev pers comm). The
most sexually mature and brightly plumaged birds
normally produce three, rarely four, eggs, which
are also laid earlier in the season. Later clutches
may contain two or even only one egg.

Incubation

The normal incubation period is 19-20 days al-
though cold weather can extend this period to 22 or
even 28 days (Andreev & Kondrat'ev 1981). By the
time the eggs hatch, the surrounding vegetation is
usually sufficiently high to conceal the newly
emerged chicks and their attendant parents from
predators. During incubation, the hirds are present
together at the nest for as little as 2 min in 24 h. As
soon as the young hatch, they leave the nest to hide
and are brooded and fed much less often than the
voung of other gull species.

Young and juvenile survival

Shortly after hatching, as soon as they are mobile,
young Ross’s Gulls leave the nest but remain in the
vicinity and hide in the vegetation or feed on the
nearest area of open water. At this stage, they are
still attended by their parents. Newly hatched chicks
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165 Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea, Kolyma plain, Si-
beria, USSR, July 1990 (Michael Densley)

weigh on average c 15 g. They develop rapidly and
double their weight by the end of the 2nd day. After
6 days, they weigh an average of 88 g with the most
vigorous individuals increasing their body weight
by 20 g daily. Atthe end of the 2nd week, the chicks
achieve their maximum weight of 170 g, heavier
than their parents. Some weight loss occurs during
fledging, usually by the 16-17th day. The young
remain in the colony for a further 2 weeks before
departing, often still carrying much down in their
plumage, especially on the head (Buturlin 1906,
Andreev & Kondrat'ev 1981).

At all stages of development, young Ross's Gulls
are difficult to detect, being remarkably cryptic in
sun-dappled vegetation. Plumage development is
also rapid, particularly on the mantle and wings.
The main flight-feathers appear (in sheath) on only
the 2nd day after hatching and by the end of the 2nd
week grow 7-11 mm daily.

Chick mortality is usually very high, mainly due
to adverse weather conditions but also through
predation. The main predators are Vega Gulls and
skuas Stercorarius. However, in 1990 many young
Ross’s Gulls from a number of Kolyma colonies
were taken by Peregrines Falco peregrinus (E Pota-
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166 Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea at nest, Yana Indigirka lowlands, Siberia, USSR, June 1978 (Vladimir E Flint)

167 Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea, 9-11-day-old chick, Kolyma plain, Siberia, USSR, July 1990 (Michael Densley)




pov pers comm). In one colony in 1978, from 60
eggs laid only 22 young reached the flying stage; a
mortality rate of 63%. 1979 was climatically a less
favourable year and only c half of the adults even
laid eggs. Seven young from the 29 eggs which
hatched flew. In 1990, breeding success was ave-
rage but due to the presence of more breeding pairs
than usual overall productivity was higher than
normal.

In addition to the two newly hatched chicks, a
number of other young Ross’s Gulls aged 9-16 days
were examined in the hand. One 9-11-day-old
chick examined on 1 July and found (atypically at
this age) hiding in vegetation well away from open
water, still possessed an egg-tooth and was still
completely covered in down. Feather development
was limited to partially emerged scapulars and
some flight-feathers, the latter still completely in
sheath. Another, much browner individual with
less contrasting down markings but of similar age to
the aforementioned chick, had lost its egg-tooth
and its scapular-feathers were much more fully
developed. The flight-feathers had not developed
very far. This individual was examined again 5 days
later, by which time its tail-feathers had appeared
(still partially in sheath) and all upperwing-coverts
and tertials were well grown. Down still covered
the whole body except for the now fully developed
scapulars which were dark brown in colour and
broadly edged with gold/straw. Tertials and all
coverts were similar in colour to the scapulars but
with narrower gold/straw margins and still with
much down adhering. The primaries were 60%
clear of their sheaths, with the inner ones having
emerged the furthest. All new flight-feathers show-
ed the black-and-white flight-pattern of the juveni-
le wing. The secondaries were pure white and full
grown. The lesser and median coverts were also
more or less fully grown, as was the alula, but the
greater primary coverts were still 75% in sheath.
Thus, the most rapid juvenile plumage develop-
ment appears to take place in the wing and on the
scapulars. In common with other young, this chick
engaged in prolonged bouts of vigorous wing-
flapping at this time.

Most 6-7-day-old chicks become increasingly
independent of their parents and venture out into
open water in groups of 7-10 rapidly moving indi-
viduals. Eventually, these flotillas of birds become
unperturbed by human presence but also become
increasingly prone to avian attack. The predators
included Vega Gulls and Arctic § parasiticus and
Long-tailed Skuas S longicaudus which regularly
patrolled the colony, the latter species in groups of
three or four individuals. Other potential predators
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noted were Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus,
Glaucous Gull L hyperboreus, Snowy Owl Nyctea
scandiaca and Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus.

Food

Food-passing from adults to young occurs quickly
after the chick has been called out of hiding. The
whole operation takes only 1-2 min and is carried
out in the cover of dense vegetation. Young birds
were never seen being fed on open water. Apart
fromone smallfish, possibly a nine-spined stickleback
Pungitius pungitius, it was not possible to identify
food brought to the chicks. Many adults flew in
directly from the nearby thaw lake where they fed
avidly on chironomids and presumably some of
these gatherings were intended for the offspring. In
addition, several adults foraged from the ground
immediately prior to feeding young and may have
been collecting terrestrial invertebrates such as
mosquitos.

The frequency of feeding visits declined rapidly
and by the end of 2 weeks they were being fed only
about four times a day. Most of the weight gain in
the chicks was due to their ability to feed them-
selves. The young took food mainly from the surfa-
ce of the water although many items were also
taken from waterside vegetation. The commonest
food items appeared to be small chironomids,
which were very common on the surface of the
water, but some plant material was also consumed,
mainly by individuals that had not yet ventured
beyond the water margins. A small mollusc (Sibe-
rinauta) is also considered to be an important food
item (E Potapov pers comm). One captive chick fed
extensively on mosquitos Culicidae which were
also abundant by early July.

After the young had hatched, the adults spent
much of the next ¢ 10 days feeding, resting or
bathing on the nearby thaw lake. When not so
occupied, almost all of the adults were absent from
the breeding marsh. Food taken by the adults
included chironomids which were taken by the
birds whilst swimming or during hovering flight.
Other food items identified following stomach
analysis of breeding birds include a number of
insect species (adults and larvae), especially crane-
flies Tipulidae, aquatic beetles Coleoptera and
caddisflies Phyganea, crustaceans (eg, fairy shrimps
Chirocephalus) and small freshwater fish (eg, nine-
spined stickleback) (Vorob’ev 1963, Andreev &
Kondrat'ev 1981).

Anti-predator behaviour

The constant vocalization normally associated with
breeding colonies of communally breeding gulls is
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conspicuously absent in Ross’s Gull colonies. Fur-
thermore, human presence elicited virtually no
response from adult birds, providing that they were
no longer incubating eggs. Responsibility for repel-
ling predator raids appeared to rest with the Arctic
Terns, many of which were still incubating eggs
after the Ross’s Gull eggs had hatched. Adult Arctic
Terns have been reported as killing young Ross’s
Gulls in arctic Canada (Macey 1981) but no such
behaviour was noted during the current study.
Male Ross’s Gulls (judging by their brighter pluma-
ge) carried out irregular and rather desultory ‘in-
spection’ visits during which they uttered a single
and muted, but typically gull-like, meeawe or
cleeawe. This call is referred to as the ‘colony-
contact’ call. Little further response was noted to
human presence although the Arctic Terns were as-
sisted by any Ross’s Gulls that happened to be in the
vicinity to drive avian predators out of the area.

The behaviour of the one pair of Ross’s Gulls still
incubating eggs on 1 July was considerably differ-
ent from the adult birds that already had mobile
young. These birds tolerated approach by humans
to 15-20 m but any closer caused them to leave the
nest. The birds, however, quickly returned as soon
as the area was again clear. During disturbance, the
birds would circle overhead at a height of 10-15 m
uttering the ‘colony-contact’ call. Walking right up
to the nest caused little further anxiety on the part
of the male but the female would begin a series of
determined, tern-like mobbing and diving attacks,
coming to within 2 m but never actually making
contact. The variety of calls produced by the female
during these attacks included tiki-tiki-tiki-tiki, kleea-
kleea-kleea-kleea, ga-da ga-da ga-da ga-da and,
especially, keeaoo-keeaoo-keeaoo-keeaoo. Ano-
ther call noted was a harsh tern-like kik-kik-kik-kik-
kik, also recorded as being produced by an adult at
Scarborough, North Yorkshire, UK, in March 1976
(Densley 1979).

Ground- and water-based distraction displays by
the adults are poorly developed and often lacking.
Only one female performed such a behaviour
when her nest was approached. The bird dropped
suddenly and awkwardly onto the ground or the
surface of the nearby water, shuffled her wings,
bobbed her head up and down and stretched her
neck stiffly forward.

Plumage

Only one immature-plumaged bird was noted, an
individual which fed and bathed alone on the thaw
lake during the afternoon of 2 July. It did not
approach the nesting area, nor did it interact in any
way with other Ross’s Gulls. The smoky-grey V
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mark on the whitish-grey upperwing, created by
the darker primaries and greater and median co-
verts, and also the grey-tipped tail indicated that it
was a second-summer bird. In all other respects, its
plumage resembled that of breeding adults, inclu-
ding the possession of a full collarwith a hintof pink
in the body plumage.

Mature birds in full summer plumage varied
greatly in the amount of pink in the body plumage.
This variation is influenced by a number of factors,
including light intensity and direction, stage of the
breeding season and the age and sex of the indivi-
dual. The birds showing the most intense pink may
have been older males during the most active
stages of courtship in the early spring. The pink
colour was enhanced by overcast weather condi-
tions and the bluish light that reflected from the ice
onto the bird's plumage (Buturlin 1906, Densley
1979, Andreev & Kondrat’ev 1981). Later in the
season, especially in full sunlight, the intensity of
the colour diminishes but remains visible on the
flanks, belly, underwing and undertail-coverts. In
early July 1990, many of the Kolyma birds appear-
ed to lack entirely any tinge of pink in their pluma-
ge. Apart from the intensity of pink, the only sign of
sexual dimorphism was the degree of paleness and
marbling of the extension to the black collar at the
nape area of the neck. In females, this was grey
rather than jet-black and minutely flecked with
white as opposed to uniformly coloured.
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Samenvatting

Ross” Mreeuwen 1N Siserie In dit artikel wordt een his-
torisch overzicht gegeven van het onderzoek naar de
precieze locaties in het noorden van de Sovjetunie van
de broedgebieden van de Ross’ Meeuw Rhodostethia
rosea welke zich uitstrekken vanaf het Taimyr schierei-
land oostwaarts tot aan de Kolymavlakte en de Chaun-
baai. Vervolgens wordt verslag gedaan van onderzoek
uitgevoerd in de Kolymavlakte in 1990 en wordt inge-
gaan op broedbiotoop, nestplaatsen, eileg- en broedpe-
riode, ontwikkeling en averleving van de jongen, voed-
sel en gedrag; tevens worden enkele kenmerken van het
donskleed van de nestjongen en van het zomerkleed van
de adulte vogels behandeld.
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Mededelingen

Ring-necked Duck x Tufted Duck
hybrid at Goedereede in January 1991

On 6 January 1991, whilst birding at Goedereede,
Zuidholland, Staf Elsermans and Jos Elsermans
noted a pairof diving-ducks Aythya; the female was
a Tufted Duck A fuligula but the male was reminis-
cent of a Ring-necked Duck A collaris. The follow-
ing description, taken from slides, reveals, how-
ever, that it was a hybrid.

SIZE & SHAPE Like Tufted Duck, especially shape of
head, but with tiny sharp crest.

HEAD & NECK Black, with marginally paler feathers
around base of bill.

UPPERPARTS Black.

UNDERPARTS Broad blackish breast and black stern.
Flank white with few contrasting dark (brownish) dashes.
BARE PARTS Bill (probably from the very base) dark lead-
grey with very contrasting whitish subterminal band and
broad black tip. Iris yellow. Foot blue-grey.

Whilst studying the bird, a number of possibilities
were considered. It was probably not a first-sum-
mer male Ring-necked Duck because of the round-
ed head and the short forward extension of the
flanks, caused by the broad black breast (Gillham
1986). First-summer male Tufted Duck can be
excluded by the sharp white subterminal band on
the bill. The bill pattern of Paget’s Pochard- or Fer-
ruginous Duck-type hybrid A ferina x nyroca (Gill-
ham et al 1966) could possibly fit but neither the
black upperparts nor the white brown-dashed flanks
match this hybrid type. According to Gillham et al
(1966), Baer's Pochard-type hybrid A fuligula x
nyroca very much resembles a male Ring-necked
Duck. The bill tip, however, shows less black and
the flanks are clouded brown all-over. The bird also
differed notably from the presumed hybrid be-
tween Ring-necked and Tufted Ducks A collaris x
fuligula that was observed by Vinicombe (1982)

- . s - J"‘
168 Ring-necked Duck x Tufted Duck hybrid A colla-
ris x fuligula, first-year male, Goedereede, Zuidholland,

6 January 1991 (Staf Elsermans)

(see also the colour plate on page 45 in Harris et al
1989), which had white, dark-brown dotted flanks.
The most likely explanation remains that the Goe-
dereede bird was a first-year hybrid male A collaris
x fuligula.

| thank Klaas Eigenhuis for his comments.
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Yellow-le§ged Gulls with flesh-
coloured legs

In the second half of August 1988, Nick van der
Ham and | spent two weeks near Cape Finisterre,
Galicia, north-western Spain. In the neighbouring
harbour and at the local rubbish dump of Finisterre,
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we were able to get close views of large gulls. When
examining the leg colour of Yellow-legged Gulls
Larus cachinnans, we discovered a bird with flesh-
coloured legs. After this one, we checked several
hundreds of Yellow-legged Gulls and found this
aberrant leg coloration to occur not infrequently.
The aberrant birds were all completely adult or

[Dutch Birding 13: 176-181, oktober 1991



subadult and most of them were in summer pluma-
ge. Apart from the legs, they looked like the other
Yellow-legged Gulls in every respect, as far as
details could be examined. The amount of flesh
coloration on the legs in the aberrant birds varied
considerably, ranging from wholly flesh-coloured
legs to flesh-coloured feet only. In between were
gradations with only flesh-coloured tibia ar with
just some fleshy spots on the otherwise yellow legs.
Afterwards, it was estimated that 5-10% from the
birds checked showed wholly or partly flesh-coloured
legs.

In the literature, pink legs are not mentioned for
Yellow-legged Gull. In fact, the yellow legs are
believed to be the only consistent feature in the
complicated Yellow-legged Gull group (Teyssedre
1983). However, the significant number of aber-
rant birds found by us and by others recently during
summer (Arie Spaans in litt to Maarten Platteeuw)
and the remark by Paterson & Varela (1988) that
flesh-coloured legs do occur suggest that flesh-
coloured legs are not an uncommon feature. To
whatextent leg colourin adult Yellow-legged Gulls
is influenced by seasonal changes, like in Lesser
Black-backed Gull L fuscus(Glutz von Blotzheim &
Bauer 1982), is not known because of the inciden-
tal character of the observations so far. Also, itis not
known which population is involved. However,
the place and the time of the year suggest that birds
are involved which are colloquially known as
‘Cantabrican Herring Gull’. These birds show
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characters intermediate between Yellow-legged
and Herring Gulls L argentatus but still should have
yellow legs (cf Dubois 1987).

If the flesh coloration is is the result of hy-
bridization with genuine Herring Gulls, it seems
likely that these hybrids originate from the north-
western Spanish population of which the taxo-
nomic position is unclear. The reproductive iso-
lation between L ¢ michahellis from the Mediter-
ranean and western France and L a argenteusseems
wellestablished (cf Nicolau-Guillaumet 1977, Yésou
1991).

I would like to thank Klaas Eigenhuis and Maar-
ten Platteeuw for their comments.
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Siberische Boompieper te Bloemen-
daal in oktober 1990

Op 25 oktober 1990 waren Ton Eggenhuizen,
Robert Luttik, Fons de Meijer en Rombout de Wijs
vogels aan het vangen en ringen op de vinkenbaan
‘Cornelis van Lennep’ in de Kennemerduinen te
Bloemendaal, Noordholland. Na een matige start
metenkele 10-tallen vogels werd om ¢ 10:00 in een
van de mistnetten bij een bosschage met onder
andere abelen door RL een pieper Anthus aange-
troffen. Op grond van de korte achternagel en de
late datum werd de vogel voorlopig als’boompieper’
A trivialis/hodgsoniin een transportkistje opgebor-
gen.

Na zorgvuldige metingen en vergelijking met de
ons op dat moment ter beschikking staande lite-
ratuur kon de vogel als Siberische Boompieper A
hodgsoniworden gedetermineerd. Omdat een aantal

kenmerken niet erg duidelijk bij de gevangen vogel
aanwerzig leken, voornamelijk veroorzaakt door
verschillen in de linker- en rechterkant van de kop,
achtten wij het verstandig de vogel nog aan ande-
ren te tonen. Hiertoe werd Arnoud van den Berg
opgebeld en, beladen met aanvullende literatuur,
kon hij onze determinatie volledig onderschrijven.

De vogel werd vroeg in de middag op het par-
keerterrein bij het strandpaviljoen ‘Parnassia’ los-
gelaten met ringnummer Arnhem F297944. Tot 29
oktober konden nog velen de vogel in de zeereep
aanschouwen. Later bleek Hans Groot op 25 okto-
ber om 7:30 over de landtrektelpost op enkele
kilometers ten zuiden van de vinkenbaan al een
boompieper te hebben gehoord. Deze vogel be-
vond zich in een rondzwervend groepje Graspiepers
A pratensis. Gezien de late datum betrof dit moge-
lijk dezelfde vogel als die wij later hebben gevan-
gen.
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169 Siberische Boompieper Anthus hodgsoni, Bloemendaal, Noordholland, 25 oktober 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg,
VRS Cornelis van Lennep)

De beschrijving werd door TE en FdM gemaakt
met de vogel in de hand en voor een deel aange-
vuld met kenmerken die op de dia’s te zien zijn.

GROOTTE Als Graspieper en Boompieper.

KOP  Kruin bruingroenig, met donkere lengtestrepen,
donker begrensd tegen lichte wenkbrauwstreep. Wenk-
brauwstreep voor oog oranjezeemkleurig, achter oog
wit, met groenige zweem, breed en geleidelijk smaller
wordend en tenslotte eindigend ter hoogte van de oor-
veerbegrenzing. Qogstreep vrij smal groenbruin van
snavel tot einde oorstreek. Onder achterste deel oog-
streep een lichte, onduidelijk begrensde vlek, hieronder
een grote donkere vlek in hoek van oordekveren. Oo-
gring licht zeemkleurig. Snorstreep enkele millimeters
van snavel af beginnend, donker groenbruin en doorlo-
pend tot donkere vlek op cordekveren. Baardstreep ook
enkele millimeters van snavel af beginnend, donkerbruin
tot zwart, doorlopend tot borst. Keel licht zeemkleurig.
BOVENDELEN Mantel, schouder, rug en stuit donker
grijsgroen, mantel- en schouderveren met onduidelijk
gemarkeerde donkere centra

ONDERDELEN  Buik wit. Flank groenig cremekleurig met
smalle donkere niet scherp begrensde schachtstrepen.
Borst zwaar, scherp gemarkeerd gevlekt, zwart op oran-
jezeemkleurige ondergrond.

VLEUGEL Grote dekveren met groenige buitenrand, aan
top zeemkleurig. Middelste dekveren met zeemkleurige

toppen, aan de buitenvlag enigszins breder. Buitenste
grote slagpen met smalle witachtige buitenrand, overige
hand- en armpennen met donkere olijfgroene buiten-
vlag. Ondervleugeldekveren met duidelijke citroengelige
zweem, Handpenprojectie 14 mm.

STAART Buitenvlag van buitenste staartpen (t6) olijf-
bruin, lichter dan buitenvlag van overige pennen. Bin-
nenvlag wit langs schacht ver doorlopend tot in bruin-
groenige basale deel van binnenvlag. T5 met minder wit,
alleen enigszins doorlopend op top van buitenvlag, op
binnenvlag doorlopend langs schacht. T4 met kleine
witte top (cf middelste tekening op p 62 in Svensson
1984). Alle buitenvlaggen van staartpennen, buitenste
uitgezonderd, met groenige buitenrand.

NAAKTE DELEN Iris donker. Ondersnavel grauwroze met
punt iets donkerder. Bovensnavel donker grijsbruin,
snijrand van bovensnavel grauwroze. Poot lichtroze.
BIOMETRIE Vleugellengte 86 mm. Totale kop-plus-sna-
vellengte 33 mm, snavellengte tot bevedering 9.2 mm,
snaveldikte 3.4 mm, snavelhoogte 3.2 mm. Staartlengte
60 mm. Tarsuslengte 21.6 mm. Lengte middenteen met
nagel 21 mm, buitenteen 15.5 mm, binnenteen 15.5
mm; achternagel 7.3 mm. Vleugelformule (gemeten aan
linkervleugel, handpennen van binnen naar buiten ge-
nummerd): p8 top, p9 -2, p7 -0.5, pb -2, p5-12, p4 -17,
p3 -19, p2 -22, pl mm; buitenvlag van p6-8 ver-
smald; ook in rechtervleugel p8 top en p6 -2 mm.
GELUID In hand en bij wegvliegen sterk op Boompieper
gelijkend psieuw




De determinatie als Siberische Boompieper was
uiteindelijk eenvoudig. De korte achternagel sloot
alle andere mogelijke piepers uit behalve Boom-
pieper (cf Svensson 1984). De vleugelformule,
tweekleurige oogstreep en groenachtige boven-
delen sloten Boompieper uit. Het patroon van de
‘wenkbrauwdruppel’ leek in eerste instantie niet
aanwezig omdat in de hand eerst alleen de linker-
kant van de vogel werd bekeken. De vogel bleek dit
kenmerk slechts aan de rechterkant duidelijk te
vertonen. Door de oorstreek aan de linkerkant wat
‘op te poetsen’ was ook daar de ‘vlek op vlek’ te
zien, zij het minder duidelijk dan rechts.

Op grond van de vleugelformule en de tekening
op boven- en onderdelen behoorde de vogel
waarschijnlijk tot de noordelijke ondersoort A h
vunnanensis. Alleen het verschil tussen de langste
handpen en p9 zou te groot voor deze ondersoort
zijn (cf Cramp 1988).

De snavelmaten, met name hoogte en breedte,
zijn voor een Siberische Boompieper iets aan de
kleine kant. Daar de Boompieper een grotere sna-
vel heeft dan Siberische Boompieper (beide maten
zijn bij deze soort duidelijk groter, ¢f Svensson
1984), hoeft hier verder niet veel belang aan te
worden gehecht.

Deze vangst betreft het vierde geval voor Ne-
derland. Eerdere Siberische Boompiepers werden
gezien op Texel, Noordholland (20-28 oktober
1987), Alphen aan den Rijn, Zuidholland (20 april
1988) en Dintelhaven, Zuidholland (30 september
1988) (Bouman et al 1989, Dutch Birding 1990).
Dit derde najaarsgeval is tevens de eerste vangst
voor Nederland. Van 12 januari tot 8 februari 1991
deden twee exemplaren een poging tot overwinte-
ren bij Noordwijkerhout, Zuidholland (Dutch Bir-
ding 13: plaat 46, 1991, van der Burg et al 1991).

Opgemerkt moet verder nog worden dat veel
vogelaars ondoordacht te werk zijn gegaan bij hun
pogingen om de vogel te zien te krijgen. Zo werd
enkele malen vastgesteld dat meerdere vogelaars
in linie door de voor het publiek afgesloten zeereep
liepen, om zo de vogel op te kunnen pesten. Men
had zich moeten realiseren dat dergelijk gedrag
gevolgen had kunnen hebben voor vogelaars, in-
clusief ringers.

Alle medewerkers van de vinkenbaan ‘Cornelis
van Lennep’ worden bedanktvoor huninzet. Zonder
deze samenwerking zullen dergelijke vangsten
welhaast onmogelijk zijn. Verder worden Robert
Luttik en Rombout de Wijs bedankt voor het nuttige
commentaar op een eerdere versie van deze mede-
deling.
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170 Siberische Boompieper Anthus hodgsaoni, Bloemen-
daal, Noordholland, 25 oktober 1990 (Ton Eggenhuizen,
VRS Cornelis van Lennep)

Summary

Ovve-gacken Pieit at BLoemenpaat in Octoser 1990 On
25 Oclober 1990, at Bloemendaal, Noordholland, an
Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni was trapped and
ringed. The bird remained in the area until 29 October.
A detailed description is given, with special attention
paid to characters which are difficult to see under field
conditions. This is the fourth record of this species for the
Netherlands, the third in autumn and the first of a trapped
bird. From 12 January to 8 February 1991, two birds
wintered at Noordwijkerhout, Zuidholland (Dutch Bird-
ing 13: plate 46, 1991, van der Burg et al 1991).
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Citroenkwikstaart te Breskens
in april 1991

In de ochtend van 29 april 1991 waren ¢ 20 vo-
gelaars aanwezig op de ‘telpost Breskens' op de
dijk langs de Westerschelde, 1.5 km ten westen van
de veerhaven van Breskens, Zeeland. Om 08:29
hoorde PLM door het geroezemoes van stemmen
eenmaal een geluid vanuit het binnenland, wat
hem het meest deed denken aan de roep van een
Grote Gele Kwikstaart Motacilla cinerea. Enkele
ogenblikken later zag PAW twee kwikstaarten vanuit
het zuiden aan komen vliegen die neerstreken op
de kruin van de dijk, ¢ 70 m ten westen van de
telpost. Eén van de vogels werd direct herkend als
een mannetje Citroenkwikstaart M citreola; de
andere vogel was een Witte Kwikstaart M alba. De
twee vogels werden gedurende c 0.5 min foerage-
rend waargenomen door alle aanwezigen, bij
gunstige lichtomstandigheden (lage zon in de rug).
Tobi Koppejan was nog in staat enkele foto’s te
maken voordat beide vogels om 08:31 tezamen in
oostelijke richting wegvlogen over de Westerschel-
de. Hierbij vlogen de vogels langs de telpost waar-
bij ze de waarnemers tot ¢ 15 m naderden.

De volgende beschrijving is gebaseerd op noti-
ties en een veldschets welke werden gemaakt door
JW direct na de waarneming, in overleg met andere
aanwezigen.

BOUW Typische kwikstaart, qua model en grootte
overeenkomend met Witte Kwikstaart. Ook in vlucht
ongeveer geproportioneerd als deze, met langere staart
dan Gele Kwikstaart M flava.

KOP & NEK  Kop diepgeel (sommige waarnemers meen-
den zwart teugeltje te zien). Zwarte nekband, een stuk
doorlopend op achterhoofd.

ONDERDELEN Geheel heldergeel. Zwart van nek iels
doorlopend op flank.
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BOVENDELEN Bovenste deel mantel zeer donkergrijs.
Onderste deel mantel, rug en schouder donkergrijs.
STUIT & STAART  Stuit donkergrijs of zwart, Bovenstaart
Zwart met witte buitenste pennen.

VLEUGELS  Slagpennen zwart. Middelste en grote dek-
veren zwarl met goed zichtbare witte zomen en opval-
lende witte toppen twee duidelijke witte vleugelstrepen
vormend. Vleugelstrepen ook in vlucht opvallend. Witte
zomen aan dekveren indruk van wit vleugelveld gevend.
Tertials met witte zomen, volgens sommige waarnemers
nauwelijks zichtbaar, volgens anderen niet opvallend
maar goed zichtbaar.

NAAKTE DELEN  Ogen en snavel donker (zwart).

ROEP  Gelijkend op roep van Grote Gele Kwikstaart,
echter minder ‘metaalachtig’.

GEDRAG Foerageergedrag typisch kwikstaartachtig: ak-
tief door gras stappend met ‘knikkende kop’. Vlucht licht
golvend.

De combinatie van geheel gele kop, zwarte nek,
donkergrijze bovendelen en brede witte vleugel-
strepen sluiten alle andere Westpalearctische kwik-
staarten uit. De donkere mantel en heldergele kop
en onderdelen duiden op de ondersoort M ¢ citreo-
la (cf Cramp 1988). De door Shirihai (1990) be-
schreven (mogelijke) kruisingen toonden alle een
donkergrijze wangstreek,

Dit was het tweede geval van de Citroenkwik-
staart voor Nederland en de eerste veldwaarne-
ming. Het eerste geval betrof een eerstejaars vogel
die op 24 augustus 1984 te Castricum, Noordhol-
land, werd gevangen en tot 8 september 1984
aldaar aanwezig bleef (Moerbeek et al 1984).

De laatste decennia worden Citroenkwikstaarten
min of meer regelmatig waargenomen in Europa
buiten de Russische broedgebieden, vooral in Fin-
land (47), Groot-Brittannié (50 t/m 1989), Noorwe-
gen (18), Polen (23 t/m 1987) en Zweden (51 t/m
1989). Daarnaast zijn gevallen bekend uit Dene-
marken, Duitsland, Frankrijk, Griekenland, ler-
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Citroenkwikstaart Motacilla citreola, Breskens, Zeeland, 29 april 1991 (Jaco Walhout)



land, lJsland, Italié, Joegoslavie, Nederland, Oos-
tenrijk, Roemenié, Spanje, Tsjechoslowakije en
Zwitserland (Moerbeek et al 1984, Cramp 1988,
Grant 1988, Dymond et al 1989, Tomialojc 1990).
Het ging hierbij vooral om waarnemingen in het
najaar die meestal betrekking hadden op jonge
vogels. Bij het kleine aantal voorjaarswaarnemin-
gen ging het meestal om mannetjes.

De laatste 10 jaar is het aantal waarnemingen in
het voorjaar in Europa buiten de normale broedge-
bieden toegenomen. Zo waren de eerste waarne-
mingen in Letland op 28 mei 1982 (mannetje), 27
mei 1984 (paartje) en op 5 mei 1985 (mannetje)
(Viknes 1989). In april 1987 werd de Citroenkwik-
staart voor het eerst vastgesteld in Frankrijk (Verro-
ken & Verroken 1988) en Spanje (Grant 1988) en
werd het tweede geval voor Griekenland bekend
(Meininger 1988). In 1984-86 waren er meerdere
waarnemingen in de periode 18 april-16 mei, met
een maximum van vijf exemplaren, op het Hel
schiereiland in Polen (Tomialojc 1990). In april-
mei 1988 waren er vijf meldingen in Duitsland
(Hirschfeld & Oreel 1988).

Het broedgebied van M ¢ citreola heeft zich
sinds de jaren 50 naar het westen uitgebreid (Wil-
son 1979, 1984). Ook nabij Moskou heeft de soort
zichinwestelijke richting uitgebreid, waarbij zowel
vogels met kenmerken van M c citreola of M ¢
werae als vogels met kenmerken van beide onder-
soorten zijn vastgesteld (Ginther 1972). Naast de
uitbreiding van de Russische broedgebieden is ook
een aantal broedgevallen vastgesteld buiten het
normale verspreidingsgebied: Finland (1982-87,
gemengd met Gele Kwikstaart; cf Vetroken & Ver-
roken 1988), Groot-Brittannié (1976, waarschijn-
lijk gemengd met Gele Kwikstaart; Cox & Inskipp
1978), Tsjechoslowakije (1977; Stastny et al 1987)
en Zweden (1977, Br Birds 70: 496; 1988, ge-
mengd met Gele Kwikstaart; Hirschfeld & Oreel
1988). Het toenemende aantal voorjaarswaarne-
mingen in Westeuropa en de geisoleerde broedge-
vallen houden waarschijnlijk verband met de re-
cente uitbreiding van het broedgebied.

Summary

CiTriNE WAGTAIL AT BRESKENS IN APRIL 1991 On 29 April
1991, a male Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola in sum-
mer plumage was observed and photographed at Bres-
kens, Zeeland. This is the second record for the Nether-
lands and the first in spring. The recent increase in
western European spring observations and isolated breed-
ing records outside the normal breeding range are said to
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171 Citroenkwikstaart Motacilla citreola, Breskens,
Zeeland, 29 april 1991 (Tobi Koppejan)

be probably related to the continuing range expansion of
this species.
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Booted Eagle at Hensies
in July-August 1988

After having studied the photograph of a Booted
Eagle Hieraaetus pennatuswhich was photographed
at Hensies, Hainaut, in July 1988 (Dutch Birding
10:197, plate 142), | question the identification of
the bird. The raptor in this photograph is certainly
nota Booted Eagle buta 2nd-year Common Buzzard
Buteo buteo or Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus,
based on the following features which can be
judged from the photograph: the wing formula is
wrong for Booted Eagle, which should show a long
and fingered sixth primary, whereas buzzards do
not have a fingered primary here (as can be seen on
the published photo). In other words, Booted Eagle
shows six fingers whereas buzzards show only five.
The wing-tip is intact on the bird as the moult has
just started at the innermost primaries. The shape of
the bird suggests a juvenile in its first moult as the
tail is quite long (tip too rounded for Booted Eagle)
and the trailing-edge to the rather narrow wings is

Yellow-legged Gulls in Poland:
a reply to Chylarecki & Sikora

After close examination of the wing of a gull Larus
published in Dubois etal (1990) and checking skins
in various natural history museums, we agree with
Eigenhuis (1990) and Chylarecki & Sikora (1991)
that the wing belongs to Herring Gull L argentatus
and not to Yellow-legged Gull L cachinnans.

However, in reply to the other two points raised
by Chylarecki & Sikora (1991), we have to mode-
rate their assertions. Regarding the claimed breed-
ing of Yellow-legged Gulls in Poland, data collect-
ed by one of us (TS) show that this species has very
probably bred in Poland in 1990-91. In the first
year, three pairs bred among 30 pairs of Herring
Gull on Wloclawek Reservoir in the middle course
of the Vistula river, apparently without any hybridi-
zation. Two pairs of Yellow-legged Gull were pre-
sent in 1991 (P Zielinski in litt). Apart from these,
two other single pairs bred in south-eastern Poland
in 1990.

In 1991, four birds of the Wloclawek Reservoir
were trapped. Birds of one pair showed a dark
mantle, dark yvellow legs, toes and webs, yellowish
iris and a dark orange orbital ring. Birds of the
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S-curved (there is a clear difference in shape be-
tween juveniles and adults in the buzzard-group:
adult Common Buzzard has wider wings and short-
er tail, adult Honey Buzzard has wider wings and
longer tail than the respective juveniles). A Booted
Eagle would show more parallel-edged wings with
a more square-cut wing-tip and not the rather
‘rounded’ shape of the buzzards.

The shape of juvenile (also second-year summer)
Honey and Common Buzzard is very different from
that of the adults but they resemble each other very
closely which, on the other hand, is not true for the
adults.

Dick Forsman, PO Box 25, 02421 Jorvas, Finland

Luc Verroken has commented that the bird in question
was, in fact, photographed in May 1988, and not in July
1988 as the caption wrongly suggests. The ‘real” Booted
Eagle was present from 7 July to 9 August 1988, docu-
mented by photographs (Aves 27: 18, 1990) and accep-
ted by the Belgian rarities committee as the 11th record
for Belgium. EDITORS

second pair had yellowish legs but a dark orange
iris. The coloration of the orbital ring is a good
character as Herring Gull has a yellow and Yellow-
legged Gull a dark orange to vermilion orbital ring
(Cramp & Simmons 1983). Three of the four trap-
ped birds showed black markings on the six outer
primaries and the fourth bird had black even on the
7th outer primary. We quite agree with Chylarecki
& Sikora (1991) that this pattern is typical for Yel-
low-legged Gull.

Regarding the occurrence of non-breeding Yel-
low-legged Gulls in Poland, we would like to make
the following remarks. Based on the extensive field
experience of P)D with 1000s of individuals of the
Western Palearctic subspecies of Yellow-legged
Gull and with argentatus and ‘omissus™-type Her-
ring Gulls in northern Europe, we find the identifi-
cation of adult Yellow-legged Gull, in most cases,
straightforward. The combination of size, wing
pattern and colour of mantle, which is different
from that of ‘omissus’-type Herring Gulls, leg and,
if the bird is observed from very short distance,
orbital ring, lead to the elimination of ‘thayeri™ or
‘omissus-type Herring Gulls rapidly. From this
field experience, and despite the feelings of Chyla-
recki & Sikora (1991), we remain confident that the
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birds seen near Gdansk, Poland, on 21 and 25 Sep-
tember 1987 (cf Dubois et al 1990) were Yellow-
legged Gulls, as well as those seen by TS in July
1991 inthe Nysa Reservoir, southern Poland, where
¢ 100 birds were present — the largest group of
Yellow-legged Gulls ever seen in Poland.

All the recent records in Poland are possibly
connected with breeding cases in the last years in
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Ukraine, and sup-
port the hypothesis of south-eastern origin of in-
land-breeding Yellow-legged Gulls in this country.
In western Poland, only individuals with flesh-
coloured legs occuras breeding birds (typical Herring
Gulls).

Chylarecki & Sikora (1991) themselves, paradox-
ically quoting Polish recoveries, claimed that three
first-year birds from 87 ‘Herring Gulls" originated
from the Black Sea (where only Yellow-legged
Gulls breed). Hence, the question is not if but how
many Yellow-legged Gulls occurin Poland. Even if

Brieven

most gulls with yellow legs seen on the coast are
omissus -type Herring Gulls, Yellow-legged Gull
does occur in Poland but is still largely overlooked.
A colour-ring scheme of the Black Sea and eastern
MediterraneanYellow-legged Gull populations could
bring much more information on their movements
towards the Baltic region.
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Oostelijke Stormmeeuwen
in Nederland

In een reactie op mijn mededeling betreffende
oostelijke Stormmeeuwen Larus canus in Neder-
land (Groot Koerkamp 1989) wijst Eigenhuis (1990)
onder meer op een onvolkomenheid in de beschrij-
ving van een Stormmeeuw bij Deyenter, Overijs-
sel, op 3 november 1986. Het euvel schuilt in het
abusievelijke gebruik van de term ‘handpenvlek-
ken’ voor de witte toppen van de handpennen en
niet voor de subterminale ‘mirrors” waar Eigenhuis
(1990) op doelt. Begrijpelijkerwijs heeft dit voor
enige verwarring gezorgd. De witte toppen aan de
buitenste handpennen waren bij de beschreven
vogel afwezig, hetgeen duidt op een tweede-winter
S