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Do you have the courage
to identify a Clamorous Reed Warbler?

ISRAEL and Middle East BIRD SONGS includes a large number of species never
published on cassettes or discs before. Two cassettes and a booklet in English with
digitally recorded songs and calls of 124 species of Middle East birds.

Sand Partridge, Black Francolin, Greater Sand Plover, Armenian
Gull, five species of Sandgrouse, Hume’s Tavny Owl, Ring-necked
Parakeet, Little Swift, White-breasted Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher,
Little Green Bee-eater, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Dunn’s, Bar-tailed
Desert, Desert, Hoopoe, Bimaculated, Short-toed and Lesser Short-
toed Lark, Richard ‘s Pipit, Long-billed Pipit, Citrine Wagtail, Yellow-
vented Bulbul, Rufous Bush Robin, White-troated Robin, Isabelline,
Mourning, Hooded and White-crowned Black Wheatear, Graceful,
Scrub, Clamorous Reed, Upcher’s and Arabian Warbler, Brown
Babbler, Rock Nuthatch, Orange-tufted Sunbird, Brown-necked and
Fan-tailed Raven, Tristram’s Grackle, Dead Sea Sparrow, Pale Rock
Sparrow, Tristram’s Serin, Crimson-winged Finch, Desert Finch,
Trumpeter Finch, Sinai Rosefinch, House Bunting, Cinereous Bun-
ting, Cretzschmar s Bunting and many other Middle East birds.

KRISTER MILD, Kopparvigen 23, 5-175 72 JARFALLA, SWEDEN. Price: 200 Swedish kronor (SEK), or
equivalent in other currencies, including postage, but only if payment is made from your local Post Office directly
into Swedish Post Office Giro account number 463 93 22-9 / Krister Mild. Price is 230 SEK if payment is made in
an international money order or by a cheque drawn on a bank. All cheques must be sent directly to Krister Mild
(not to a Swedish bank to be forwarded to Krister Mild). Do not use personal cheques.
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Niet alleen professionals
kiezen voor kijkers van
Swift. Maar ook mensen
die 0og hebben voor
kwaliteit tegen een
scherpe prijs. Swift staat
voor Amerikaans-Japanse
toptechniek en een
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Driemaandelijks
tijdschrift voor elke
fervente vogelaar!

Schrijf voor informatie naar:
Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611,

DIE VOGELWELI

Ornithological Scientific Journal
Papers on population ecology, dis-
persion, biology of reproduction
and feeding, faunistics, distribu-
tion, ringing and other items of
field ornithology, bird preserva-
tion; also observation reports, ecol-
ogical news, bookreviews, photos.

Highly qualified and recognized
experts in their field make up our
editorial board. German language
articles summarized in English

Indispensable for serious research-
ers and ecologists.

Six issues p.a. Subscr. DM 45—
plus postage. Students entitled to
20% rebate on proof of college
enrolment.

Enquiries to;
Duncker & Humblot, Publishers
Post Box 410329, D-1000 Berlin 41

Subscribers to Dutch Birding can claim 25% off a British
Birds subscription.

1070 AP Amsterdam

The monthly journal
for every birdwatcher

British Birds

... full of variety . . .
well illustrated . . .
always readable . . .
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Ask for a free sample copy from

Mrs. Erika Sharrock, Fountains,
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Balkankwikstaart bij Delfzijl
in mei 1988

Leo J R Boon

p 10 mei 1988 waren Leo Boon, Paul Gnodde en Henk van der Jeugd ‘s och-

tends aan het vogelen langs de zeedijk ter hoogte van de chemische fabriek op
hetindustrieterrein ten zuidoosten van Delfzijl, Groningen. Hier bevonden zich ¢ 300
Gele Kwikstaarten Motacilla flava (50% M f flava en 50% Noordse Kwikstaarten M
f thunbergi). Na het fotograferen van enige Noordse Kwikstaarten viel mijn oog op
een mannetje Gele Kwikstaart met een geheel diepzwarte kop. De vogel zat slechts
op enkele meters afstand en liet zich tweemaal fotograferen. Toen vioog hij op en
verdween achter de dijk tussen de vele Gele Kwikstaarten. Er werd geen geluid
gehoord. Enige tijd later, na bestudering van de dia's, kwam ik tot de conclusie dat
het geen donkere Noordse Kwikstaart was geweest, zoals ik aanvankelijk meende,
maar een Balkankwikstaart M f feldegg. De beschrijving is gebaseerd op de twee
dia’'s.

beschrijving

kor Voorhoofd, kruin en achterhoofd tot
aan mantel diepzwart, geen contrast met
diepzwarte teugel en oorstreek. Geen wenk-
brauwstreep of pre- en postoculaire strepen
of viekken.

ONDERDELEN  Kin vuil wit-gelig. Keel en onder-
delendiepgeel (metinbegrip van onderstaart-
dekveren); geen aanzet van borstband.
BOVENDELEN Mantel en schouder olijffgroen
met zwartachtige waas.

VLEUGEL Bruinzwart, tertials met brede wit-
achtige buitenrand; grote en middelste dek-
veren met smalle witgelige buitenrand en
toppen, twee vrij brede vleugelstrepen vor-
mend.

STAART  Zwartachtig, met witte buitenste pen-
nen.

NAAKTE DELEN Oog zwart. Snavel zwart-
achtig, zwart aan punt. Poot bruinzwart.

1 Balkankwikstaart Motacilla flava feldegg,
mannetje, Delfzijl, Groningen, 10 mei 1988
{Leo J R Boon)

determinatie

Op grond van de geheel diepzwarte kopkap, inclusief het achterhoofd, mag de mo-
gelijkheid van verwarring met een zwartkoppig mannetje Noordse Kwikstaart rede-
lijkerwijs worden uitgesloten. Dit geldt eveneens, zij het in mindere mate, voor het
volledig ontbreken van een borstband en de aanwezigheid van een zwartachtige
waas op de olijfgroene bovendelen. De determinatie wordt verder ondersteund door
de zwartachtige kleur van vleugels, staart en naakte delen. De afwezigheid van een

[Dutch Birding 12: 1-2, maart 1990] 1



Balkankwikstaart bif Delfzijl in mei 1988

wenkbrauwstreep of pre- en postoculaire strepen of viekken sluit de mogelijkheid
van een hybride tussen Balkankwikstaart en Gele Kwikstaart uit (cf van den Berg &
Oreel 1985, Svensson 1988ab).

verspreiding en voorkomen

De Balkankwikstaart broedt van Zuidoost-Europa, via Turkije, Irak en Iran, tot Af-
ghanistan. Sinds 1969 broedt hij ook jaarlijks in het gebied bij de Neusiedlersee in
Oostenrijk. De ondersoort breidt zich uit, waarbij hybridisatie met andere on-
dersoorten beperkt blijft. Het overwinteringsgebied ligt in centraal Afrika waar hij
samen voorkomt met andere ondersoorten van de Gele Kwikstaart uit Eurazié
(Dittberner & Dittberner 1984, Cramp 1988).

De waarneming van het mannetje Balkankwikstaart te Delfzijl betrof het eerste
aanvaarde geval voor Nederland. In 1988 was ook een Balkankwikstaart aanwezig
in Brittannié: van 16 junitot 10 juli verdedigde een mannetje een territorium te Bright-
well-cum-Sotwell, Oxfordshire (Hirschfeld & Oreel 1988ab, Lewington 1988).

dankzegging
Hierbij dank ik Per Alstrém, Urban Olsson en Gerald Oreel voor hun hulp bij de de-
terminatie.

summary

BLack-HEADED WaGTAIL NEAR DELFzIL In May 1988 On 10 May 1988, a male Black-headed
Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg was seen and photographed near Delfzijl, Groningen. It was
in a flock of ¢ 300 Yellow Wagtails (50% M f flava and 50% Grey-headed Wagtails M f
thunbergi). It was separated from Grey-headed Wagtail on account of its completely jet-black
hood, reaching the mantle, without any indication of a pale supercilium or eye-stripe. Its chin
was dirty whitish-yellow, the throat yellow. This was the first record of this subspecies for the
Netherlands.

verwijzingen

van den Berg, M & Oreel, G J 1985. Field identification and status of black-headed Yellow
Wagtails in Western Europe. Br Birds 78: 176-183.

Cramp, S 1988. The birds of the Western Palearctic 5. Oxford.

Dittberner, H & Dittberner, W 1984. Die Schafstelze. Wittenberg.

Hirschfeld, E & Oreel, G J 1988a. Recent WP reports: April, May and June 1988. Dutch Birding
10: 147-149.

Hirschfeld, E & Oreel, G J 1988b. Recent WP reports: July, August and September 1988.
Dutch Birding 10: 192-194.

Lewington, | 1988. Black-headed Wagtail in Oxfordshire. Birding World 1: 212,

Svensson, L 1988a. Field identification of black-headed Yellow Wagtails. Br Birds 8§1: 77-78.

Svensson, L 1988b. Identification of black-headed Yellow Wagtails. Br Birds 81: 655-656.

Leo J R Boon, Postbus 6140, 9702 HC Groningen, Nederland



Woestijntapuit
bij Oud-Alblas in april 1989

Arie Ouwerkerk

p 24 april 1989, rond 16:00, ontdekte Kees Ouwerkerk vanaf zijn racefiets een
0 lichte tapuit Oenanthelangs de Geerweg in de Polder Bleskensgraaf-Noordzij-
de bij Oud-Alblas, Zuidholland, in de Alblasserwaard. Na de vogel kort bestudeerd
te hebben, kwam hij tot de conclusie dat het een Woestijntapuit O desertimoest zijn.
Snel besloot hij om telefonisch andere vogelaars te waarschuwen; de eersten ar-
riveerden na ¢ 30 min. De druk foeragerende vogel kon gedurende de rest van de
middag en de avond worden waargenomen. De Woestijntapuit was tot en met 26
april aanwezig en verbleef voornamelijk op het slik van uitgebaggerde sloten, langs
greppels en in de omgeving van hekken.

beschrijving
Bij het maken van de beschrijving werd gebruik gemaakt van de aantekeningen van
Theodoor Muusse, Arie Ouwerkerk en KO.

ALGEMENE INDRUK  Typische tapuit, met op- Oogring licht, meest opvallend achter oog.
vallend lichte bovendelen, contrasterendmet ~ Oogstreep vaag alleen goed zichtbaar ach-
donkere vleugels en staart. ter oog. Kin en keel licht zandkleurig. Qor-
kop Voorhoofd, kruin en achterhootfd zand-  streek iets bruiner.

kleurig met grijs zweem. Vage wenkbrauw- BOVENDELEN Zandkleurig, naar stuit toe lich-
streep licht zandkleurig, breder achter oog.  ter wordend.

2-3 Woestijntapuit Oenanthe deserti, Oud-Alblas, Zuidholland, april 1989 (René van Rossum)

[Dutch Birding 12 3-5, maart 1990] 3



Woestijntapuit bij Qud-Alblas in april 1989

ONDERDELEN Midden- en zijborst zandkleu-
rig met oranjebruin waas. Flank en buik licht
zandkleurig. Onderstaartdekveren vuilwit,
contrasterend met donkere onderstaart.
VLEUGEL Hand- en armpennen donkerbruin
met lichte rand en top, meest opvallend bij
armpennen. Tertials donkerbruin met brede
zandkleurige zoom. Duimvleugel zeer don-
kerbruin. Grote, middelste en kleine dekve-
ren en handdekveren donkerbruin met lichte
rand en top. Ondervleugel vuilwit.

STAART Middelste staartpennen donkerbruin
met roestkleurige zweem, overige staart-

pennen bruinzwart. Geen wit in staart.
NAAKTE DELEN Qog donker. Snavel en poot
zwart.

GEDRAG Foerageerde meestal op de grond
en zocht omgeving af als plevier &f vioog
steeds kleine stukjes vanaf kleine verhoging
om prooi te vangen. Zat ook op hekken en
vloog als vliegenvanger achter prooi aan.
Enkele malen ‘biddend’ op 1.5-2 m boven
grond. Voedsel bestond voornamelijk uit in-
secten maar ook werden regenwormen
gegeten. Opvallend was veelvuldig wippen
met staart waarbij deze soms werd gespreid.

determinatie

De determinatie van de Woestijntapuit leverde weinig problemen op. Andere
tapuiten die ook een geheel donkere staart en lichte ondervleugel hebben konden
snel worden uitgesloten op grond van de grootte, de kopkleur en de tekening van de
bovendelen en onderstaart (cf Clement & Harris1987). Vanwege het ontbreken van
zwarte keel en ondervleugeldekveren werd aangenomen dat het een vrouwtje was
(cf Clement & Harris 1987).

De leeftijdsbepaling was echter moeilijker. Het beste kenmerk om eerstejaars van
adulte vogels te onderscheiden is de vorm, kleur en tekening van de handdekveren.
Bij eerstejaars vogels zijn de buitenste handdekveren bruin en gepunt terwijl de
binnenste nog een lichte rand hebben. Bij adulte vogels zijn ze allemaal donker met
een lichte rand en licht afgeronde top. Na bestudering van foto's concludeerden we
dat de kleur en vorm van de handdekveren op een adulte vogel wijzen (cf Clement
& Harris 1987, Cramp 1988).

Gezien het lichte voorhoofd, kruin en wenkbrauwstreep en het ontbreken van een
rossige kleur op de bovendelen betrof het waarschijnlijk een vogel van de oostelijke
ondersoort O d atrogularis (ct Clement & Harris 1987).

verspreiding en voorkomen

Het broedgebied van O d atrogularis strekt zich uit van Transkaukasié en Iran in het
westen tot de Tien Shan en Altai gebergtes en Mongolié in het oosten (Cramp 1988).
De vogel van Oud-Alblas was het tweede geval van de Woestijntapuit voor Ne-
derland. Het eerste geval betrof een mannetje op 23 november 1970 te Eindhoven,
Noordbrabant (Neijts 1984).

De Woestijntapuit is in Noordwest-Europa een regelmatige dwaalgast. De soort is
vastgesteld in de BRD (zeven), Brittannié en lerland (28), Finland (vier), Noorwegen
(een) en Zweden (15). De meeste vogels werden gezien in het najaar (oktober-
november) maar er zijn ook enkele gevallen bekend uit het voorjaar (april-mei)
(Clement & Harris 1987, Hirschfeld 1989, Dierschke & Renner 1989, Dymond et al
1989).

summary

DeserT WHEATEAR NEAR Qup-ALeLas INAPriL 1989 From 24 to 26 April 1989, a female Desert
Wheatear Oenanthe deserti was present near Oud-Alblas, Zuidholland. Based on the colour
and shape of the primary coverts, it is concluded that it concerned an adult bird. The pale
forehead, crown and supercilium and the absence of a reddish tinge on the upperparts
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Woestijntapuit bij Oud-Alblas in april 1989

indicated that it probably belonged to the eastern subspecies O d atrogularis. This was the
second record of Desert Wheatear for the Netherlands; the first concerned a male at Eind-
hoven, Noordbrabant, on 23 November 1970. The species’ occurrence in north-western
Europe is summarized.

verwijzingen

Clement, P & Harris, A 1987. Field identification of West Palearctic wheatears. Br Birds 80:
137-157, 187-238.

Cramp, S 1988. The birds of the Western Palearctic 5. Oxford.

Dierschke, J & Renner, M 1989. Ein Wistensteinschmatzer Oenanthe deserti auf Sylt.
Limicola 3: 35-36.

Dymond, J N, Fraser, P A & Gantlett, S J M 1989. Rare birds in Britain and Ireland. Calton.

Hirschfeld, E 1989. (Rare birds in Sweden in 1988.) Var Fagelvarld 48: 447-463. (In Swedish;
English summary).

Neijts, F 1984. Woestijntapuit te Eindhoven in november 1970. Dutch Birding 6: 61-62.

Arie Ouwerkerk, Willem Marisstraat 3, 2951 SX Alblasserdam, Nederland

Saxaul Sparrow in Mongolia

Michael Densley

he Saxaul Sparrow Passer ammodendriis a characteristic but sporadically dis-

tributed and normally uncommon bird of the arid steppes, deserts and semi-
deserts of central Asia, from the Caspian Sea to Inner Mongolia. Apparently shy and
requiring ready access to water, Saxaul Sparrow is typically a bird of river valleys and
oases as well as drier areas where there are significant stands of trees and bushes,
especially saxaul Holoxylon sp with which it is very often associated.
Because of its geographical isolation and the inhospitable nature of its habitat, it is
rarely seen and has been little studied, especially in Mongolia (Summers-Smith
1988). Very few of the Mongolian records are precisely located and there is very little
specific information on the birds’ habitat and even less on its biology. In view of this
and of the difficulty in studying Saxaul Sparrow anywhere in its range, my own
observations are intended as a contribution towards a fuller documentation of the
species, especially in Mongolia.
The most obvious field characters of male Saxaul Sparrow are the head markings,
particularly the black stripes on the crown and through the eyes, and also the black
bib on the chin, throat and upperbreast which contrasts strikingly with the generally
bland rather ‘bleached-out’ appearance of the rest of the plumage. The other
prominent head features are the contrasting white margins to the crown and eye-
stripes at the front of the head and the beautiful bright russet patch on the rear side
of the head above and behind the eye.
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Saxaul Sparrow in Mongolia

4-5 Saxaul Sparrow Passer ammodendri, male, Gobi, Mongolia, June 1980 (Michael Densley)

Within the six known, essentially discrete populations, five subspecies have been
described (cf Summers-Smith 1988). Three of these are presently recognized,
based largely on the colour of the upperparts, especially those of the males. Their
distribution is shown in figure 1 (contra Summers-Smith 1988). P a stoliczkae
(including P a timidus) is characterized by warm sandy-buff plumage tones and
unspotted rump and uppertail-coverts, whereas P a ammodendri (including P a
korejewi) and P a nigricans have more cool sandy-grey plumage tones; Pa nigricans
is further separated from P a ammodendri by black-spotted rump and uppertail-
coverts (Stepanyan 1961, Vaurie 1964). The Mongolian Saxaul Sparrows belong to
P a stoliczkae.

Onthe birds | saw in Mongolia, | noticed one feature which is not included in plumage
descriptions | have seen of males of any of the subspecies. This was a series of fairly
broad buffish blue-grey stripes extending from the sides of the breast along the entire
length of the flanks. This feature, as well as others, is well shown in the accompa-
nying photographs which are probably the first-ever published of Saxaul Sparrow.
A number of areas within the present range of Saxaul Sparrow are undergoing a
protracted process of drying out as witnessed by the progressive shrinking of eg Lake
Balkash, the Aral Sea and a number of the Mongolian lakes. This process has been
aggravated by increasingly ambitious irrigation schemes and widespread changes
in land use, all of which are reducing the potential habitat available for the Saxaul
Sparrow. The bird is no longer found in its type locality along the Syr Dar'ya river in
Soviet Turkmeniya and, like its near relative Desert Sparrow P simplex, which is now,
apparently, restricted to a single desert reserve locality in Soviet Turkmeniya (Knys-
tautas 1987), the Saxaul Sparrow may be in the process of retracting its range.

historical records in Mongolia
Our present albeitincomplete knowledge of the status of Saxaul Sparrow in the Mon-
golian People’s Republic is very largely attributable to the work of successive

6
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Russian and American expeditions into the area more than 50 years ago.

N M Przewalski established the presence of Saxaul Sparrows in the Khurkhu
mountains (Gobian Altai) in August 1873 and P K Kozlov obtained one specimen
beside the Ongin-Gol river south of the Khangai mountains in February 1908. Kozlov
also found Saxaul Sparrows commonly along the Edzin-Gol (O-chi-na) river 100 km
south of the Mongolian border in Chinese Ala-Shan. The Russian Geographical
Society expedition to Mongolia of 1923-26 was able to confirm the earlier records and
it also found the Saxaul Sparrow to be a common resident of the rugged hills and
desert south of the Gobian Altai (Kozlova 1933). All of the specimens taken by the
Russians were assigned by Kozlova to P a stoliczkae.

W Granger, a member of the American Museum of Natural History expeditions to
Mongolia in 1922, 1923 and 1925, collected four male Saxaul Sparrows at Shaba-
rakh Usu, 50 km south of lake Ulaan Nuur, north of the Gobian Altai, between 25 May
and 2 June 1925. These specimens, too, were assigned to P a stoliczkae (Vaurie
1964, contra Vaurie 1956, 1959).

recent observations in Mongolia

On 1 June 1980 | observed Saxaul Sparrows at two sites, both 10-15 km south-east
of the seasonally present lake Ulaan Nuur, south of the Khangai mountains in west-
central Mongolia (c 103:36 E, 44:40 N), 100 km south-west of Kozlov's record of 1908
and a mere 50 km north-east of those of Granger in 1925.

The more northerly of the two sites was an expanse of open essentially featureless
sand within a larger area of arid steppe and stone desert. A settlement was present
here, comprising ¢ 60 dwellings, mainly traditional circular felt-covered tents or
‘yurts’, with some wooden buildings. The entire area had formerly been an extensive
saxaul zone, the grossly overgrazed remnants of which were clearly visible. There
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was little other vegetation. Several hundred metres away from the other buildings
was a small animal stockade surrounded by a fence of posts and brushwood, with
a shelter at one end constructed partially of a loosely cemented stone wall ¢ 3 m high.
The ground surrounding the stockade was littered with spilled grain, straw and
discarded animal bedding but there was no sign of available water except for a few
temporary puddles nearby.

Three Saxaul Sparrows, two males and cne female, were present, not associating
noticeably with each other. They were quite confiding and frequented the area of the
animal stockade, perching on the top of the stone wall, fence posts or piles of rusting
fence wire nearby, occasionally coming down to feed on the spilled grain and
scattered straw. The female was seen only briefly while feeding, suggesting that the
females were incubating eggs in two nests which were found in the stone wall, 1.5-
2 m from the ground. The males guarded the nests for much of the time, either sitting
on top of the wall or in the nest entrances, calling much like House Sparrows P do-
mesticus in similar circumstances. No song was heard.

A few kilometres south-east of the village site, extensive almost completely un-
spoiled saxaul vegetation was present, in an area of undulating sand and gravel
desert, interspersed with craggy steep-sided outcrops of friable red sandstone up to
10 m high. Once more, there was no sign of available water. The saxaul bushes were
up to 3 m high, with trunks up to 15 cm in diameter, interspersed with patches of
rhizomous desert grass and many flowering plants.

Two male Saxaul Sparrows, clearly holding territory, were seen sitting in the en-
trances to nest cavities in one of the sandstone outcrops 2-3 m from the ground, be-
having much like those at the village site. The absence of females probably again
indicated they were incubating eggs.

The trunks of the saxaul bushes at this site were clearly incapable of accomodating
any hole-nesting bird, including Saxaul Sparrow, and this has been the case in
virtually all the saxaul sites | have examined, both in Mongolia and Soviet Central
Asia, which suggests that the Saxaul Sparrow associates with the shrub more to feed
and shelter from predators rather than to build nests.
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samenvatting

SaxaouLMus IN MoncoLie  De Saxaoulmus Passer ammodendri is een karakteristieke maar
sporadisch verspreide soort in de steppen en (half-) woestijnen van Centraal-Azié. Er zijn zes
geisoleerde populaties, verdeeld over drie ondersoorten (zie figuur 1, verspreiding van onder-
soorten is contra Summers-Smith 1988). Door voortschrijdende verdroging van het gebied
neemt het areaal van de Saxaoulmus waarschijnlijk in omvang af. Naast een kort overzichtvan
historische waarnemingen in Mongolié worden waarnemingen van P a stoliczkae op twee
plaatsen in Mongolié op 1 juni 1980 gedocumenteerd. Saxaoulmussen werden aangetroffen
zowel bij een kleine nederzetting met enige bebouwing als in een min of meer ongestoord
habitat van Saxaoulstruiken Holoxylon sp. Nesten werden aangetroffen in een stenen muur,
respectievelijk in holtes in natuurlijke zandstenen hellingen. Vrouwtjes werden slechts enkele
malen gezien en bevonden zich waarschijnlijk op het nest.
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mystery photographs

The strongly graduated tail of the bird figured in mystery photograph 34
34 leaves us with no other option than a Locustella species with unstreaked up-
perparts. The undertail-coverts of the bird are not visible and its primaries are very worn
and in moult. However, it does show greyish ear-coverts and a rather prominent pale
supercilium, a feature much less obvious in River Warbler L fluviatilis. The plumage
lacks the distinctly rufous tone of Savi's Warbler L luscinioides and a close examination
of the wing formula should reveal that the third primary is the longest, rather than the
second as in River and Savi's. This combination of features (including short undertail-
coverts) is diagnostic for Gray's Grasshopper Warbler L fasciolata. This bird was
photographed by the author on Karakelang island, off North Sulawesi, Indonesia, in
February 1985. It shows traces of the immature plumage: first-winter birds have rufous-
brown rather than olive upperparts and yellowish underparts.
The species breeds in the southern taiga and northern and central mixed forests, from
Novosibirsk, near the middle reaches of the Ob river at ¢ 85°E, to Sakhalin and
Hokkaido. There are two disjunct breeding populations, the species being absent from
much of Transbaikalia (east of Lake Baikal to the Amur river at ¢ 120°E; H Dathe & | A
Neufeldt, 1980, Atlas der Verbreitung Palaearktischer Vogel 8, Berlin). The insular
populations occurring on Sakhalin, southern Kuril islands and Hokkaido have been
described as a separate species L amnicolaby L S Stepanyan (1972, Zool Zh 51: 1896-
1897) but this separation is not supported by the studies of | A Neufeldt & V A Netschajev
(1977, Mitt Zool Mus Berlin, Suppl 53 Ann Orn 1: 91-116) who discussed the various
colour morphs in this species. Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler is a long-distance migrant
and its main wintering grounds are located in eastern Indonesia (Sulawesi, North
Moluccas and Irian Jaya).

[Dutch Birding 12: 9-11, maart 1990] 9
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6 Gray's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella fasciolata, immature, Karakelang island, Talaud
islands, North Sulawesi, Indonesia, February 1985 (Frank Rozendaal)

7 Gray's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella
fasciolata, adult, Sangihe island, North Sula-
wesi, Indonesia, May 1985 (Frank Rozen-
daal)
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Inthe Western Palearctic, the species has been recorded on only three occasions within
a 10-day period in the second half of September: on 26 September 1923 (first-winter)
and 17 September 1933 (adult) on lle d'Ouessant, Finistére, France, and on 25
September 1955 (first-winter female) at Lodbjerg, Viborg, Denmark. All three birds had
struck a lighthouse.

Frank Rozendaal, c/o Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie,
Postbus 9517, 2300 RA Leiden, Netherlands

Mystery photograph 35. Solution in next issue.

mededelingen

Possible leucism and partial albinism in Bulwer’s Petrel On 4 August 1989, while
counting Bulwer’s Petrels Bulweria bulweriiin the Madeiran archipelago at ¢ 32:45 N,
16:25 W, an odd bird was located not more than 150 m from the vessel in bright
afternoon light. The overall plumage was extremely pale, ginger in tone (remiges slightly
darker) with buff-white greater and median wing-coverts, forming a clear pale band
across the upperwing, and a buff-white chin and throat. In shape, size, flight and jizz,
the bird was an obvious Bulwer's Petrel but, whereas the accompanying birds (c 1200
in vicinity) were either black or brown (depending on light, angle of flight and distance),
the extreme paleness of the aberrant individual remained a constant feature over the
5 min of observation.

[Dutch Birding 12: 11-20, maart 1990] 11
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Wearand abrasion almost certainly produce some variation in plumage coloration inthe
species: the upperwing-coverts can be pale or obscure and the body may vary from
sooty-black to reddish-brown. However, wear and abrasion are most unlikely to account
for the extreme overall paleness of this individual. Because no sexual dimorphism or
age categories that can account for this plumage are evident in the field (Cramp &
Simmons 1977), leucism seems the most likely explanation.

Partial albinism also occurs in this species: in 1989, a white-bellied Bulwer's Petrel
which was paired with a normal bird was handled on Selvagem Grande, llhas Selva-
gens, and other variations are known including the presence of white in the tail (F Zino
in litt). Although such variants may be rare, they provide a potential identification pitfall
at moderate-to-long range.

The censuses of Bulwer's Petrels were part of research for the Portuguese ‘Servigo
Nacional de Parques, Reservas e Conservagao de Natureza'.

reference
Cramp, S & Simmons, K E L 1977. The birds of the Western Palearctic 1. Oxford.

C C Moore, v/v Monte Mar R/C, Monte Santa Luzia, 2775 Parede, Portugal

Red-billed Tropicbird off Portugal in August 1988 On 13 August 1988. during
a pelagic survey of seabirds for the Portuguese ‘Servigo Nacional de Parques,
Reservas e Conservagao de Natureza', a Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus
was observed. The bird was flying at a distance of 200-1000 m from the vessel and
was watched for ¢ 5 min, using 10 x 50 binoculars. The ship’s position was 37:37 N,
10:38 W, 162 km due west of Cabo Sardao, Portugal. The NNE wind was light to
moderate and the afternoon light excellent.

The most striking features of the bird were its white plumage and strong wing-beats,
like a Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis, as it flew in ever-increasing circles around the
vessel, slightly changing altitude. Finally, after hurtling directly overhead, it flew away
southwards, ¢ 25 m above the sea-surface. The following is a summary of my field-
notes.

SIZE & STRUCTURE About as large as Fulmar
but shape quite different, with narrower wings
tapering gradually for almost entire length;
innerwing proportionally slightly longer than
‘hand’. Noticeably straight trailing edge to
wing. Primary tips rounded. Bill heavy, with
curved culmen, held horizontally.

HEAD Prominent, rather steep forehead.
Dark eye-patch, from below giving impres-
sion of disproportionately huge black eye,
extending backwards as narrow line over
ear-coverts almost reaching nape.
UPPERPARTS Basically white. Although the
bird's flight level made it difficult to obtain
good views of upperparts, its mantle, rump
and (possibly) nape were finely barred, fa-
ding out across wing-coverts, giving an over-

12

all greyish cast to these feathers. Cuter pri-
maries greyish-black, appearing as narrow
dark leading edge to outerwing. Colour of pri-
mary coverts not noted. Tertials slightly dar-
ker than remainder of upperwing.
UNDERPARTS  White, with faint grey shadow
of dark leading edge of outer upperwing.
TalL - White, pointed and apparently closed
during entire period of observation. Two short
white shafts, appearing as one and equally
as long as basal part of tail, extended from
centre of tail-tip.

BARE PARTS Bill red as in Caspian Tern
Sterna caspia but, being semi-translucent in
strong sunlight, with very faint orange-redtin-
ge. Legs dark.
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FIGURE 1 Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus, 37:37 N, 10:38 W, 162 km west of
Cabo Sardao, Portugal, 13 August 1988 (C C Moore)

The combination of barred upperparts, heavy red bill and large eye-patch indicates
that the bird was a Red-billed Tropicbird. The incomplete tail-streamers in combina-
tion with the suggestion of faint barring on the nape indicate subadult plumage.
The record has been accepted by the Iberian rarities committee (Eduardo de Juana
in litt). There is only one previously published record of Red-billed Tropicbird for Eu-
rope, a beached specimen of uncertain origin picked up in the Netherlands in 1985
(Bruinzeel 1986). There are two records from Portuguese territorial waters: a 19th
century specimen from Madeira and an observation of two birds off Porto Santo in
1966 (Bannerman & Bannerman 1965, 1968). Further afield, the species is a vagrant
along the USA east coast, north to Rhode Island (Lee et al 1981).

The Red-billed Tropicbird breeds in tropical areas of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific
Oceans. The well-developed line through eye and completely red bill exclude
P a indicus. Other plumage details are probably not sufficient to determine the
subspecies involved (Cramp & Simmons 1977, Harrison 1983), though the greyish-
black primaries may indicate P a aethereus which breeds on Ascension, St Helena
and Fernando Noronha.
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Leucistische Groenpootruiter Op 7 augustus 1989, om 20:30, nam ik in de HW-
duinen, Wassenaar, Zuidholland, een leucistische Groenpootruiter Tringa nebularia
waar. De vogel vloog samen met een normaal gekleurd exemplaar laag over een
duinmeer zodat ik schuin van boven op ze neerkeek.

De snavel van de leucistische vogel was licht hoornkleurig. De mantel en boven-
vleugels waren geheel lichtbeige of cremekleurig. De witte stuit en rugwig leken iets
breder dan bij het normaal gekleurde exemplaar en contrasteerden nauweliks met
de overige bovendelen. De kleur van de poten was identiek aan die van mantel en
bovenvieugels. De vogel liet twee maal de karakteristieke Groenpootruiter-roep
horen.

Op een verzoek betreffende leucistische ruiters in de DB Nieuwsbrief van septem-
ber 1989 ontving ik vier reacties. Vooral die van M Markx en G de Wit was interes-
sant. Zij ontwaarden op dezelfde dag tussen 11:00 en 12:00 een leucistische Groen-
pootruiter of Zwarte Ruiter T erythropustussen Burgerviotbrug en Sint Maartensvlot-
brug, Noordholland. De grote afstand liet geen soortsbepaling toe. Later op de dag
werd de ruiter niet meer aangetroffen.

De overige drie reacties waren van K Eigenhuis, P Gnodde en K Kraayeveld, en
betroffen waarnemingen van albinisme of leucisme bij Zwarte Ruiter, Tureluur T
totanus en Oeverloper Actitis hypoleucos.

Genoemde personen worden hartelijk bedankt voor hun reacties.

summary

LeucisTic GreensHiank  On 7 August 1989, a leucistic Greenshank Tringa nebularia was
observed at Wassenaar, Zuidholland. Its upperparts were pale cream-coloured, hardly con-
trasting with the white rump and flash on back. The bill was pale horn, leg-colour as upperparts.

Adri Remeeus, Stuyvesantstraat 49, 2593 GB 's-Gravenhage, Nederland

Occurrence of Yellow-legged Gull in Poland The Yellow-legged Gull Larus
cachinnans (sensu Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1982) occurs in small numbers
along the Polish Baltic coast, mainly during autumn and winter. Here, it may
constitute up to one percent of the Herring Gull L argentatus population (W Meissner
pers comm, Michal Skakuj pers obs). Among the adults, two types can be distinguis-
hed, most likely representing different subspecies: 1 Gulls with variably coloured
legs and feet, ranging from pale flesh and yellowish (knee and webs) to uniform
yellow, mantle colour close to that of L a argentatus, amount of black on the wing-
tip similar to L a argentatus, and head variably streaked, sometimes appearing white
at a distance; these birds presumably belong to the northern ‘subspecies’ L ¢
omissus, which breeds in Finland and northern Russia; 2 Gulls with yellow o bright
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yellow legs and feet, mantle on average distinctly darker, more ash-grey, black on
the wing more extensive than in L a argentatus, and a white head, sometimes with
faint streaking; these birds probably belong to the Black Sea subspecies L ¢ cachin-
nans.

The assumption that both L c omissus and L ¢ cachinnans may regularly occur along
the Baltic Sea coast received support from Philippe Dubois, who has extensive field
experience with several Western Palearctic subspecies of Yellow-legged Gull. On 21
and 25 September 1987, in the vicinity of the mouth of the river Vistula, near Gdansk,
PD, Michal Skakuj and Tadeusz Stawarczyk found about 10 Yellow-legged Gulls
showing characters of L ¢ cachinnans. They averaged a little smaller than the
Mediterranean subspecies L a michahellis and showed a slightly paler mantle. In
addition, the tips to the outer primaries, especially the first and second outer ones,

8 Adult Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans, showing characters of L ¢ cachinnans, mid-
die course of Vistula river, Poland, spring-summer 1984 (/ Chojnacki)
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9 Wing of adult Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans, showing characters of L ¢ cachin-
nans. mouth of Vistula river, Poland, September 1987 (Philippe J Dubois)

showed a little more white. On 25 September, some gulls with features of L c omissus
could be compared with L cachinnans. They differed from these by their larger
average size, straw-yellow legs and feet, paler mantle (close to that of L a argentatus)
and much more streaking on the head. Finally, wings of specimens collected along
the Polish Baltic coast clearly show the typical pattern of Yellow-Legged Gull (cf
Dubois & Yésou 1984); these specimens include both immatures and adults.

The occurrence of L ¢ cachinnans along the Baltic coast in autumn and winter may
result from northward dispersal after the breeding season, when many birds leave
the Black Sea region. This phenomenon is also observed in L ¢ michahellis: from
June onwards birds leave their Mediterranean breeding grounds and disperse
northward along the Atlantic coast of France and, probably, the river Rhone;
substantial numbers reach north-western Europe, including Belgium, Britain and the
Netherlands (Nicolau-Guillaumet 1977, Devillers & Potvliege 1981, Devillers 1983,
Grant 1983, Baudoin & le Maréchal 1988). Breeding along the Atlantic coast of
France has been documented and has now become regular (Marion et al 1985,
Dubois et al 1988). The autumn and winter occurrence of L ¢ omissus along the
Polish Baltic Sea coast is not unexpected as the nearest breeding sites are situated
in Latvia (Viksne 1983).

In interior Poland, significant numbers of Yellow-legged Gulls began to appear in
June-August during the mid-1970s, especially along the river Vistula, central Poland,
and at Nysa and Turawa reservoirs, southern Poland, where flocks of up to 13 birds
were recorded (Tomialojc in press). Their pale yellow to bright yellow legs and feet
and comparatively dark mantle, together with their geographical and temporal distri-
bution, suggested that they belonged to L ¢ cachinnans or L ¢ michahellis. In 1981,
two pairs of Yellow-legged Gulls were found nesting on islands in the middle course
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of the Vistula river; this number had increased to six by 1987 (Wesolowski et al 1984,
Bukacinski et al in press). These birds showed characters of L ¢ cachinnansor L ¢
michahellis as well; one individual, however, had pale grey legs and feet (Bukacinski
et al in press).

On geographical grounds, it is likely that the small Vistula breeding population
belongs to L ¢ cachinnans. In Hungary, this subspecies is a common non-breeding
resident; birds probably reach this country by following the river Danube upstream.
The Vistula Gulls may have followed a more south-eastern route, through the
Ukraine, where L ¢ cachinnans is a common bird of the major rivers, such as the
Dnepr and Dnestr, especially along their lower courses (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer
1982). Interestingly, there is a ringing recovery from the Vistula river of a Yellow-
legged Gull ringed in the Black Sea. Taking into consideration the geographical and
temporal aspects of the range extension of L ¢ michahellis in central Europe, it is
unlikely that the Polish population belongs to this subspecies. Only recently, L ¢
michahellis has started to colonise Switzerland (Winkler et al 1987).

Clearly, more research is needed to confirm the subspecific identity of the Yellow-
legged Gulls occurring in Poland.
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FIGURE 1 Seven possible male hybrids between Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava and Citrine

Wagtail M citreola in full adult summer plumage (a-f,h) and one typical male (g) of Citrine

Wagtail M ¢ werae (Bill Laird). Drawings are from photographs and from individuals seen
or trapped at Eilat, Israel, during springs of 1983-87

Possible hybrids between Yellow and Citrine Wagtail in Israel In 1983-87,
seven aberrantly plumaged male wagtails Motacilla were observed or trapped in
spring at Eilat, Israel. All birds resembled adult male Citrine Wagtail M citreola in
summer plumage in having a blackish nape and sides of neck, grey upperparts and
broad white fringes to the median and greater wing-coverts. They differed from adult
male or female Citrine Wagtail by showing a variable amount of black on the
upperhead and ear-coverts (figure 1a-f, h); two had extensive white on the head (fi-
gure 1ab). The identification of these wagtails remains uncertain: perhaps they were
hybrids between Yellow Wagtail M flava (including Black-headed M f feldegg) and
Citrine Wagtail.

Hadoram Shirihai, PO Box 4168, Eilat 88102, srael

Witkeelgors op Griend in juni 1989 Op 10 juni 1989 werd op Griend, Friesland,
een Witkeelgors Zonotrichia albicollis waargenomen. De vogel werd om 05:30
ontdekt door Marcel Klaassen op de in 1988 aangelegde, met helmgras ingeplante
zanddijk. Vanaf 09:00 verbleef de gors rond en onder het op palen staande
bewakershuisje, waar hij werd beschreven door Jan Faber en Berend Habekotté. JF
slaagde er bovendien in om vanuit een mobiele schuilhut enkele foto's van de vogel
te maken die foerageerde tussen platgeslagen, grotendeels dode vegetatie. Het
betrokken gebied had in hetvoorjaar van 1989 langdurig onder (brak) water gestaan.
De vegetatie (strandkweek en een weinig riet) was hierdoor niet of nauwelijks tot ont-
wikkeling gekomen. De Witkeelgors was de gehele tijd alleen en werd na 12:00 niet
meer waargenomen.

GROOTTE & BOuw lets groter dan Huismus kant (vrij brede dwarsstreep vormend).

Passer domesticus; staart duidelijk langer.
Snavellengte/teugellengte ratio ¢ 1; snavel
als van zaadeter, ongeveer even hoog als
lang.

kop Kruinstreep crémekleurig; zijkruin-
streep (van snavelbasis tot achterhoofd)
zwart. Wenkbrauwstreep cremekleurig, voér
oog geel. Oogstreep voor en achter oog
donker. Oorstreek en zijhals grijs. Kin en keel
wit, behalve donkere baardstreep; witte
keelvlek breder dan hoog, donker begrensd
aan zijkant (snorstrepen vormend) en onder-

80VENDELEN Roodbruin. Schouder donker

gestreept.

ONDERDELEN  Grijs. Borst en flank licht ge-
streept.

VLEUGEL Zonder opvallende tekening

sTAART  Donkerbruin.

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel lichtbruin. Poot licht-
gekleurd.

FOERAGEERGEDRAG Opvallend: vogel krab-
de met kleine achterwaartse hipjes en met
twee poten tegelijk dode grasmat aan de
kant en pikte dan iets op van grond.

De Witkeelgors is een polymorfe soort. De vogel van Griend behoorde tot de
‘taankleurig gestreepte’ (tan-striped) vorm (cf National Geographic Society 1987).
De ‘wit gestreepte’ (white-striped) vorm heeft een witte kruin- en wenkbrauwstreep
en vertoont bovendien minder streping op borst en flank.
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Het betrof het vierde geval van de Witkeelgors voor Nederland en het tweede
voorjaarsgeval. Eerdere gevallen waren op 28 september 1967 te Overschie,
Zuidholland, op 8 oktober 1967 te Viaardingen, Zuidholland, en op 24 april 1977 te
IJmuiden Noordholland (Hoogerwerf & Tekke 1969, Stoffels & van der Weijden
1978). Tot en met 1985 was de soort 14 maal vastgesteld in Brittannié en lerland,
met negen waarnemingen (c 64%) in april-juni (Dymond et al 1989).

De Witkeelgors broedt langs de gehele oostkust van Canada, in de noordoostelijke
staten van de VS, zuidelijk tot de ‘Great Lakes', westelijk tot de ‘Rocky Mountains’,
noordelijk tot ¢ 65°N. Hij overwintert in de oostelijke en zuidelijke staten van de VS,
zuidelijk en westelijk tot in Mexico; een klein aantal vogels overwintert aan de
westkust van Californié (National Geographic Society 1987).

summary

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW ON GRIEND IN June 1989  On 10 June 1989, from 05:30 tot 12:00,
a White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis of the ‘tan-striped” morph was observed and
photographed on Griend, Friesland. This was the fourth record of this North American species
for the Netherlands and the second spring record.
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asian-pacific birds

Indian Pond Heron in Thailand in March 1989 On 26 March 1989, Paul van San-
den and | observed a summer-plumaged Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayiiin Khao
Sam Roi Yot NP, Thailand. The bird was standing on a dike surrounding one of the
ponds of a shrimp farm, together with Chinese Pond Herons A bacchus. We watched
the Indian Pond Heron for ¢ 15 min and took some photographs of the bird.

sIZE & STRUCTURE As Chinese Heron. One
elongated nape-plume clearly shorter than

upperparts buff.
UNDERPARTS Breast buff with some fine dar-

other two. Elongated mantle-plumes and clo-
sed wings reached tip of tail.

HEAD & NECK Unstreaked pale sandy to buff,
except for white chin and throat. All three
elongated nape-plumes white.

UPPERPARTS Mantle (including elongated
feathers) deep-maroon; centre of mantle so-
mewhat duller, suffused grey-brown. Rest of

20

ker streaking on elongated breast-feathers.
Rest of underparts pure white.

WING & TAIL  White. Wings almost complete-
ly obscured by buff upperparts.

BARE PARTS Iris yellow. Lore greenish-blue.
Distal one-third of bill blackish; proximal two-
thirds deep-yellow, except for greenish-blue
base. Leg green-yellow:; foot brighter yellow.

[Dutch Birding 12: 20-25, maart 1990
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10 Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii, Khao Sam Roi Yot NP, Thailand, 26 March 1989
(Peter Boesman)

In summer plumage, the identification of the three eastern Asian pond herons is not
too difficult. Chinese Pond Heron has a dark vinous head, neck and breast and slaty-
black upperparts. Javan Pond Heron A speciosahas an orange to rufous neck, a ru-
fous to chestnut breast and slaty-black upperparts, with the white wings less
obscured. The head is buff as in Indian Pond Heron but lacks the white elongated
nape-plumes. The lores are greenish-yellow (King et al 1975, Hancock & Kushlan
1984).

This observation constituted the first record of Indian Pond Heron for Thailand (Phil
Round pers comm). Interestingly, we observed Javan Pond Heron in the same area,
which constituted the first record of this species for Khao Sam Roi Yot NP (cf World
Wildlife Fund 1988).

Indian Pond Heron is a resident species and is not known to breed in southern Burma
(Smythies 1953, Hancock & Kushlan). However, in view of the proximity of its
breeding range, the occurrence in Thailand is not unexpected.
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New subspecies of Lonchura spectabilis from East Sepik Province, Papua
New Guinea The Hooded Mannikin or New Britain Munia Lonchura spectabilis
(Sclater 1879) occurs in northern and north-eastern New Guinea. Four subspecies
are recognized: L s spectabilis from New Britain, Long and Rooke Islands, L s mayri
(Hartert 1930) from the northern lowlands (Lake Sentani) and the Cyclops Mountains,
L s wahgiensis Mayr et Gilliard 1952 from the Bismarck, Herzog and Saruwaged
mountain ranges, and L s gajduseki Diamond 1967 from the Karimui Basin, Chimbu
Province.

Nominate spectabilis has all-white underparts, whereas the underparts of mayriare
tinged yellowish; they have been described as buff for gajduseki, the darkest of the
hitherto described subspecies (Diamond 1967). The latter two taxa are separated
geographically by wahgiensis, which has a predominantly white breast.

On four occasions during August 1987, we observed several groups of brown-
breasted mannikins in ‘kunai’ grassland in East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea.
Judging from their general plumage pattern, they clearly belong to L spectabilis.
However, their coloration does not fit any of the mentioned subspecies. The
possibility that hybrids are involved is not considered very likely as the birds were
observed in flocks of 10-30 individuals of identical plumage. Moreover, the other
mannikins encountered in the area, Chestnut-breasted L castaneothorax, Grand L
grandis and Streak-headed L tristissima, could not produce such a hybrid. An
alternation of breeding and non-breeding plumage is unknown to occur in mannikins
but it must be emphasized that little is known about moult of estrildids in the wilo. We
consider the East Sepik birds to belong to a new subspecies of the Hooded Mannikin,
for which we propose the name

Lonchura spectabilis sepikensis new subspecies

type specimen The holotype is depicted in plate 11; this adult bird was photo-
graphed by the authors on 15 August 1987 a few kilometres south-west of the Urimo
cattle station, Sepik Plains, ¢ 60 km south-south-east of Wewak, East Sepik
Province, Papua New Guinea, at c 50 m above sea-level. The transparency of the
holotype and photographs of additional birds are deposited in the collection at the
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie (RMNH), Leiden, Netherlands.

diagnosis L spectabilis sepikensis differs from nominate spectabilis in having cin-
namon-brown breast, belly and flanks, as well as orange-brown uppertail-coverts.
Both mayriand wahgiensis have a much paler breast. The underparts of sepikensis
are considerably darker than in gajduseki. Because of its darker underparts and paler
upperparts, sepikensis shows less contrast than any of the other subspecies.

description Head, nape and throat black. Breast, belly and flanks cinnamon-brown,
vent and undertail-coverts black. Mantle and wing-coverts brown; primaries dark
brown with paler brown edges to outer web. Uppertail-coverts and tail orange-brown.
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11 Adult Hooded Mannikin, holotype of Lonchura spectabilis sepikensis new sub-
species,Urimo cattle station, c 60 km south-south-east of Wewak, East Sepik Province,
Papua New Guinea, 15 August 1987 (Hans Roersma) 12 Hooded Mannikin Lonchura
spectabilis sepikensis new subspecies, Urimo cattle station, ¢ 60 km south-south-east of

Wewak, East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea, 15 August 1987 (Bert Jonkers)
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Eye black; eye-ring dark grey. Bill pale blue. Legs slaty grey. Call a thin, down-slurred
zeee, zeee.

distribution and habitat The new subspecies is presently only known from the
vicinity of the Urimo cattle station. It appears to fill a gap in the geographical dis-
tribution (cf Goodwin 1982), although the species was observed in the Sepik region
by Mary LeCroy (in litt dd 29 December 1987) and George E Clapp (fide Brian Coates
in litt dd 10 February 1988), who only saw white-breasted birds. The ‘kunai’ fields in
which the new mannikin was found consist of man-made grassland, created by the
removal of primary rain forest and subsequent exhaustion of the soil. Diamond
(1972) suggested that distinctive subspecific characters could evolve in such
relatively new habitats over a period of a few decades only.

acknowledgements The authors are indebted to Frank Rozendaal for his help in
obtaining comparative material on loan. Thanks are furthermore expressed to Bruce
Beehler, Brian Coates, Peter Colston, Jared Diamond, Mary LeCroy and Gerlof
Mees for their valuable correspondence. Ingrid Henneke (RMNH) kindly prepared
plate 13.

13 Skins of Hooded Mannikin Lonchura spectabilis (from left to right): a L s spectabilis,
New Britain, Papua New Guinea (coll RMNH); b-d L s mayri, Lake Sentani and Ifaar, Irian
Jaya, Indonesia (coll RMNH); e-f L s gajduseki, Karimui Basin, Chimbu Province, Papua
New Guinea (coll American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA) (Ingrid Henneke)
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brieven

Amerikaanse Wintertaling in Putten bij Camperduin in april 1989 De foto van
een adult mannetje Amerikaanse Wintertaling Anas crecca carolinensis, genomen
door Hans Roersma op 9 april 1989 in de Putten bij Camperduin Nh (Dutch Birding
11:plaat 91, 1989), vertoont - behalve de voor deze ondersoort karakteristieke witte
verticale lijn tussen borst en flank - ook een horizontale witte schouderlijn. Bovendien
is de lichte omranding van de groene oorstreek vrij goed zichtbaar en is de roomge-
le driehoek op de anaalstreek onduidelijk begrensd. Deze kenmerken passen beter
op A ¢ creccadan op A ¢ carolinensis. Op grond hiervan ben ik van mening dat de
vogel waarschijnlijk een kruising is tussen A c creccaen A ¢ carolinensis. Zulke hybri-
den komen mogelijk in het wild voor; in gevangenschap heb ik ze gezienin een water-
wildcollectie in ‘t Zand Nh.

summary

GREEN-WINGED TEAL iNn PuTTEN NEAR CAMPERDUIN IN APRIL 1989 After having studied the pho-
tograph of an adult male Green-winged Teal Anas crecca carolinensis, taken on 9 April 1989
in the Putten at Camperduin (Dutch Birding 11: plate 91, 1989), the author is of opinion that
it probably is a hybrid between A ¢ crecca and A c carolinensis. The following features are
thought to support this identification: vertical white line between breast and flank (typical of A
¢ carolinensis), but horizontal white shoulder line, rather distinct pale border to green eye-
patch and indistinct demarcation of cream-coloured undertail-coverts (typical of A ¢ crecca).
Such hybrids occur in waterfowl collections but a wild origin cannot be excluded.

Klaas J Eigenhuis, Seringenstraat 6, 1431 BJ Aalsmeer, Nederland

Audouin’s Gulls in Senegal In his note on Audouin’'s Gulls Larus audouinii in
Senegal, Mackrill (1989) recorded the presence of 68 birds in the ‘Delta du Saloum’
on 10 January 1989. In fact, Audouin’s Gulls have been known to winter in Senegal
since a number of years. Baillon (1989) presented data from counts in the Saloum
Delta during autumn and winter of 1985-88, with highest numbers in December 1985
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