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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Wagtails list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Alyn 
Walsh and Tom Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who responded with 
constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
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General Notes 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2004. ‘Biological’, ‘phylogenetic’ and ‘monophyletic’ species - same or 

different? Alula 10(3): 96-103. 
Alström, P. & Ödeen, A. Incongruence between mitochondrial DNA, nuclear DNA and non-molecular 

data in the avian genus Motacilla: implications for estimates of species phylogenies. Found in: 
Alström, P. 2002. Species Limits and Systematics in Some Passerine Birds. PhD thesis. Uppsala 
University, Uppsala. 

Baker, K. 1996. Ageing passerines: some practical examples. Birding World 9(7): 280-282. 
Davies, N.B. 1977. Prey selection and social behaviour in wagtails (Aves: Motacillidae). Journal of 

Animal Ecology 46: 37-57. 
Ericson, P.G.P. et al. 2000. Major Divisions in Oscines Revealed by Insertions in the Nuclear Gene 

c-myc: A Novel Gene in Avian Phylogenetic. The Auk 117(4): 1069-1078. 
Fraser, M. 2003. Inside stories: Avian revelations. Advance of the wagtails. Birdwatch 129: 10-11. 
Gantlett, S. 1998. Bird forms in Britain. Birding World 11(6): 232-239. 
Harvey, B. 2002. Field craft: Wagtails (Motacillidae). Pitta 138: 6-8. 
Maclean, N. et al. 2005. Taxonomy for birders: a beginner's guide to DNA and species problems. 

British Birds 98(10): 512-537 (530). 
Mitchell, D. 2011. Birds of Britain: subspecies checklist v1.1. [online PDF]. Available from: 

http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/categories/articleitem.asp?cate=22&topic=155&item=800 [Accessed 
July 2011]. 

O'Sullivan, O. 2006. Discover birds: Pipits & Wagtails - Familiar insect eaters. Wings 42: 30-32. 
Piper, S.E. 1982. Five years of wagtailing. Safring News 11(1): 5-8. 
Riddington, R. 2000. Fair Isle. Dutch Birding 22(1): 1-12. 
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Sangster, G. et al. 1999. Dutch avifaunal list: species concepts, taxonomic instability, and taxonomic 
changes in 1977-1998. Ardea 87(1): 139-166. 

Sangster, G. et al. 2009. Taxonomic recommendations for British birds: Sixth report. Ibis 152: 180-
186. 

Sibley, C.G. & Ahlquist, J.E. 1981. The relationships of the wagtails and pipits (Motacillidae) as 
indicated by DNA–DNA hybridization. L’Oiseau et la Revue Française d’Ornithologie 51: 189-199. 

Voelker, G. & Edwards, S.V. 1998. Can Weighting Improve Bushy Trees? Models of Cytochrome b 
Evolution and the Molecular Systematics of Pipits and Wagtails (Aves:Motacillidae). Systematic 
Biology 47(4): 589-603. 

Voelker, G. 1999. Dispersal, vicariance, and clocks: historical biogeography and speciation in a 
cosmopolitan passerine genus (Anthus: Motacillidae). Evolution 53(5): 1536-1552.  

Voelker, G. 2002. Systematics and historical biogeography of Wagtails: dispersal versus vicariance 
revisited. The Condor 104(4): 725-739. 

 
Forest Wagtail  
Dendronanthus indicus [J.F.Gmelin]. 
S Ussuriland (Russian Far East) S to SW Sichuan, N Guizhou & N Fujian (SE China) and SW Honshu 
& NW Kyushu (Japan) and fragmented in the Cachar Hills (Assam, NE India). Winters S to Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo & Philippines. 
1st WP Record: 10th October 2006. Al-Abraq Al-Khabari, Kuwait. Mike Pope and Brian Foster (Pope 
et al. 2006). 
 
Ali, S. 1962. Migratory Wagtails in Kerala. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 59(1): 294-

296. 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other 

species. Forktail 17: 67-73 (71). 
Arora, R. 2017. First definitive documentation of Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus from Okhla 

Bird Sanctuary, Delhi NCR. Indian BIRDS 13(1): 26-27. 
Baskaran, S.T. 1999. Forest Wagtails in Madras Christian College Campus, Tambaram. Newsletter 

for Birdwatchers 39(2): 39. 
Choudhury, A. 2006. Notable bird records from Mizoram in north-east India. Forktail 22: 152-155 

(154). 
Curry-Lindahl, K. 1980. The Forest Wagtail Motacilla indica recorded in Nepal. Bulletin of the British 

Ornithologists’ Club 100(3): 201-202. 
Dharmakumarsinhji, R.S. 1963. The Forest Wagtail Motacilla indica Gmelin in the Gir Forest, 

Saurashtra. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 60(1): 261. 
Fågel, P. 2007. Kuwait - A Birding Destination at the Southeastern Corner of the Western Palearctic. 

Alula 13(4): 166-174 (photo 4, p. 168). 
George, P.V. 1962. Migratory Wagtails in Kerala. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 2(4): 4-9. 
Gilroy, J. 2002. Vagrancy: The stuff of dreams. Birdwatch 126: 27-29 (29). 
Inglis, C.M. 1913. The Forest Wagtail (Limonidromus indicus) in the Darbhanga District, Tirhoot. 

Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society XX(3): 625. 
Jamdar, N. 1983. Occurrence of the Forest Wagtail (Motacilla indica Gmelin) in Nagzira Sanctuary, 

Bhandara District (Maharashtra). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 79(3): 671. 
Kannan, R. 1985. Exodus of the Forest Wagtail from Madras. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 24(11-12): 

3-4. 
Khacher, S. 1990. Forest Wagtail Motacilla indica at Jasdan, Gujarat. Journal of the Bombay Natural 

History Society 86(3): 453. 
Knystautas, A.J. 1991. Birds in the USSR – Birds of Russian forests. Dutch Birding 13(6): 213-216 

(plate 212, p. 215). 
Lenin, J. 2004. Forest Wagtail in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Newsletter for Ornithologists 1(1-2): 28. 
Neelakantan, K.K. 1969. Close association between the Grey Wagtail and the Forest Wagtail. 

Newsletter for Birdwatchers 9(7): 10-11. 
Neufeldt, I. 1961. The breeding biology of the Forest Wagtail, Motacilla indica Gmelin. Journal of the 

Bombay Natural History Society 58(3): 559-588. 
Pfister, O. 1999. Unknown Ladakh. World Birdwatch 21(4): 13-17 (16). 
Pfister, O. 2001. Birds recorded during visits to Ladakh, India from 1994 to 1997. Forktail 17: 81-90 

(86). 
Pope, M. et al. 2006. The Forest Wagtail in Kuwait - a new Western Palearctic bird. Birding World 

19(11): 482-483. 
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Raj, P.J.S. 1960. The Forest Wagtail, Motacilla indica (Gmelin), in Madras, Chingleput District. 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 57(1): 220-221. 

Raj, P.J.S. 1961. Further notes on the wintering of the Forest Wagtail, Motacilla indica (Gmelin) in 
India. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 58(1): 269. 

Raman, T.S. et al. 2013. An expedition to Narcondam: observations of marine and terrestrial fauna 
including the island-endemic hornbill. Current Science 105(3): 346-360. 

Santharam, V. 1993. Notes on Adayar Estuary, Hobby, Forest Wagtail and Woodpeckers. Newsletter 
for Birdwatchers 32(11-12): 15-17. 

Sharma, A. 2003. Forest Wagtail and Chestnut-winged Cuckoo in Malda district, West Bengal. 
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 43(4): 60. 

Varu, M.S. et al. 2005. Forest Wagtail at Jamnagar. Flamingo 3(2): 10. 
Varu, M.S. et al. 2008. Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus in Jamnagar medical campus. Journal 

of the Bombay Natural History Society 104(3): 349-350. 
 
Western Yellow Wagtail  
Motacilla flava [Linnaeus] 
[M.f. flava] S Scandinavia W to France and C European mountain ranges E to the Urals. Winters sub-

Saharan Africa. 
[M.f. flavissima] Ireland (intermittently), Britain & adjacent coastal Europe. Winters Africa. 
[M.f. thunbergi] C & N Scandinavia & N Estonia E thru Siberia to the R Kolyma. Winters mainly sub-

Saharan Africa, possibly NE Africa and across S & SE Asia. 
[M.f. iberiae] Iberia, SW France and NW Africa S to islands of Banc d’Arguin (Mauritania). Winters W 

& NC Africa. 
[M.f. cinereocapilla] Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, SW Slovenia & NW Croatia. Winters along Mediterranean 

coast and Mali E to Lake Chad.  
[M.f. pygmaea] Nile valley & NW Sinai (Egypt). 
[M.f. feldegg] Bulgaria, S Romania, S Slovenia, W Croatia, Bosnia, S Serbia, Albania, Macedonia, 

Greece & Crete NE to S Ukraine and E to Turkey, E Mediterranean, Iraq, W Caspian, Iran, 
Afghanistan & S Kazakhstan E to L Balkhash, Lake Alakol and adjacent N Xinjiang (China). Winters 
mainly Nigeria E to Sudan and S to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi & N DR Congo. 

[M.f. lutea] SW Russia between lower R Volga and R Irtysh and N Kazakhstan E to L Chany & L 
Zaysan. Winters Africa & Indian subcontinent. 

[M.f. beema] Upper R Volga E to SW Siberia and S to N Kazakhstan & Altai Mts and Ladakh & 
possibly also N Kashmir (W Himalayas). Winters mainly Indian subcontinent also Arabia & E Africa. 

[M.f. leucocephala] NW Mongolia, N Xinjiang (extreme NW China) and adjacent parts of far eastern 
Russia. Winters in India probably. 

The proposed form melanogrisea is included with M.f. feldegg. 
The proposed form superciliaris is regarded as a feldegg x flava intergrade here. 
The form leucocephala might well be a subspecies of Eastern Yellow Wagtail. 
The proposed form plexa previously included with M.f. thunbergi has been moved to Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail. 
Other names: White-throated Wagtail (cinereocapilla, pygmaea, iberiae), Blue-headed Wagtail (flava), 
Yellow-crowned Wagtail (flavissima), Dark-headed Wagtail (thunbergi), Grey-headed Wagtail 
(thunbergi), Spanish Wagtail (iberiae), Iberian Yellow Wagtail (iberiae), Ashy-headed Wagtail 
(cinereocapilla), Egyptian Yellow Wagtail (pygmaea), Black-headed Wagtail (feldegg), Yellow-headed 
Wagtail (lutea), Sykes’s Wagtail (beema), Turkestan Black-headed Wagtail (melanogrisea), White-
headed Wagtail (leucocephala), Channel Wagtail (flava x flavissima), Middlewest Wagtail (flava x 
iberiae). 
Baron Christoph Feldegg (1780-1845), Austrian army officer and naturalist. 
Col. William Henry Sykes (1790-1872), Indian army and naturalist. A director of the East India 
Company and MP for Aberdeen in later life. He gave the name Budytes beema to M.f. beema after 
the Bhima or Beema River in SW India where he first encountered this race. 
Carl Peter Thunberg (1743-1828), Swedish doctor, botanist and traveller. 
 
Alder, L.P. 2002. Notes: Yellow Wagtail feeding on berries of Elder. British Birds 95(2): 89. 
Alexander, W.B. & Lack, D. 1944. Changes in status among British breeding birds. British Birds 

38(3): 42-45(45). 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2003. Identification matters: Flava flow. Birdwatch 131: 30-32. 
Ashby, V. & Annenkova, S. 2004. Birding Kazakhstan. Birding World 17(6): 242-253 (244). 
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Aluhivare, R. & Ebels, E.B. 2016. Balkankwikstaart op Texel in april-mei 2016 [Black-headed 
Wagtail on Texel]. Dutch Birding 38(4): 228-232. 

Artemieva, E.A. et al. 2016. Divergence of Populations of Yellow Wagtail, Motacilla flava, and Citrine 
wagtaill, Motacilla citreola (Motacillidae, Passeriformes), in the Middle Volga of Russia. Vestnik 
Zoologii 50(2): 135-146. 

Aymí, R. 1995. ‘Grey-and-white’ Yellow Wagtails in western Europe. Dutch Birding 17(1): 6-10. 
Aymí, R. 1999. Identification of adult male yellow wagtails in winter plumage in western Europe. 

Dutch Birding 21(5): 241-253. 
Barthel, P.H. 1988. Rätselvogel 6: Nördliche Schafstelze Motacilla flava thunbergi [Mystery Bird 6: 

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi]. Limicola 2(4): 155-157. 
Bell, C.P. 1995. An enquiry into evolutionary aspects of geographic variation in birds, with special 

reference to the yellow wagtail Motacilla flava and the meadow pipit Anthus pratensis. PhD Thesis, 
University of London. 

Bell, C.P. 1996. Seasonality and time allocation as causes of leap-frog migration in the Yellow 
Wagtail Motacilla flava. Journal of Avian Biology 27(4): 334-342. 

Bell, C.P. 1997. The relationship between geographic variation in clutch size and migration pattern in 
the Yellow Wagtail. Bird Study 43(3): 333-341. 

Bell, C.P. 2007. Climate change and spring migration in the Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava: an 
Afrotropical perspective. Journal of Ornithology 148(suppl.2): 495-499. 

Bell, C.P. 2007. Timing of pre-nuptial migration and leap-frog patterns in Yellow Wagtails (Motacilla 
flava). Ostrich 78(Special Issue 2): 327-331. 

Berggy, J. 2004. A Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava near Port Macdonnell in South Australia. South 
Australian Ornithologist 34(5): 178-179. 

Biebach, H. et al. 1986. Interaction of bodymass, fat, foraging and stopover period in trans-Sahara 
migrating passerine birds. Oecologia 69(3): 370-379. 

Bonaccorsi, G. 2002. La Bergeronnette printanière à tête noire Motacilla flava feldegg en Corse. 
[Black-headed Wagtail in Corsica]. Alauda 70(1): 230-232. 

Boon, L.J.R. 1990. Balkankwikstaart bij Delfzijl in mei 1988 [Black-headed Wagtail near Delfzijl in 
May 1988]. Dutch Birding 12(1): 1-2. 

Bourne, W.R.P. 1993. Letters: Red Grouse, wagtails, and the classification and English names of 
birds. British Birds 86(9): 437-438. 

Bot, S. et al. 2012. Witkeelkwikstaart bij Makkum in mei 2004 [White-throated Wagtail at Makkum in 
May 2004]. Dutch Birding 34(1): 32-37. 

Bot, S. et al. 2014. Eastern yellow wagtails in Europe: identification and vocalisations. Dutch Birding 
36(5): 295-311. 

Bowden, C.G. 2001. The birds of Mount Kupe, southwest Cameroon. Malimbus 23: 13-44 (28). 
Bradbury, R.B. & Bradter, U. 2004. Habitat associations of Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava flavissima 

on lowland wet grassland. Ibis 146(2): 241-246. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 32nd Report 

(October 2005). Ibis 148: 198-201. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2007. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 35th Report 

(April 2007). Ibis 149: 652-654. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2010. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 38th Report 

(October 2009). Ibis 152: 199-204. 
Buckland, S.T. & Hereward, A.C. 1982. Trap-shyness of Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava flavissima 

at a pre-migratory roost. Ringing & Migration 4(1): 15-23. 
Campbell, O. & Pedersen, T. 2011. Birding in the United Arab Emirates. Birding World 24(4): 160-

176 (plate 26, p. 175). 
Carr, P. 2011. Important Bird Areas: The British Indian Ocean Territory. British Birds 104(11): 642-

659 (649). 
Chapman, A.H. 1988. Notes: Yellow Wagtail roosting in wheatfield. British Birds 81(1): 29-30. 
Collinson, M. 2000. Taxonomy: Lump sums. Birdwatch 101: 26-30. 
Combridge, P. 2007. Letters: Grey-and-white Yellow Wagtails in autumn. British Birds 100(3): 181-

183. 
Corso, A. 1997. Letters: Appearance of Black-headed Wagtails. Birding World 10(9): 352. 
Corso, A. 2001. Head pattern variation in Black-headed Wagtail. Birding World 14(4): 162-166. 
Czikeli, H. 1985. Biochemical genetics in the yellow wagtail complex: Conservative avian protein 

evolution reconfirmed by isoelectric focusing. Biochemical Systematics and Ecology 13(2): 171-
178. 
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Davenport, L.J. 1985. Letters: Black-headed Yellow Wagtails in western Europe. British Birds 78(10): 
515. 

Desfayes, M. & Praz, J.C. 1978. Notes on habitat and distribution of montane birds in southern Iran. 
Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 29(1-3): 18-37 (34). 

Disney, H.J. & Stokoe, R. 1942. Notes: Blue-headed Wagtails in Staffordshire. British Birds 36(6): 
113. 

Draaijer, L. & Slaterus, R. 2012. Gemengd broedgeval van Citroenkwikstaart en Gele Kwikstaart bij 
Zeewolde in 2011 [Mixed breeding record of Citrine Wagtail and Blue-headed Wagtail at Zeewolde 
in 2011]. Dutch Birding 34(2): 85-91. 

Dubois, P. 2001. Letters: Head pattern of Black-headed Wagtail. Birding World 14(9): 388. 
Dubois, P. 2007. Yellow, Blue-headed, ‘Channel’, and extra-limital Wagtails: from myth to reality. 

Birding World 20(3): 104-112. 
Dubois, P.J. & Roy, E. 2003. À propos des Bergeronnettes printanières (Motacilla flava) de la 

Cerdagne et du Capcir [The Yellow Wagtail in Cerdagne-Capcir, Pyrénées-Orientales]. Ornithos 
10(1): 28-29. 

Dubois, P.J. 2003. Bergeronnette centratlantique (Motacilla flava flava x iberiae) nicheuse en 
Auvergne [Breeding of 'Middlewest' Wagtail (Motacilla flava flava x iberiae) in Auvergne]. Ornithos 
10(1): 26-27. 

Ejsmond, M.E. 2008. The effect of mowing on next year predation of grassland bird nests: 
experimental study. Polish Journal of Ecology 56(2): 299-307. 

Fågel, P. 2007. Kuwait - A Birding Destination at the Southeastern Corner of the Western Palearctic. 
Alula 13(4): 166-173 (photo 15, p. 171). 

Fisher, I. & Ahmed, R. 2009. Notes: Identification of Citrine and Yellow Wagtails - a possible 
identification pitfall. British Birds 102(1): 34-35. 

Fraser, M. 2003. ListCheck: Splits - Yellow Wagtail & Citrine Wagtail. Birdwatch 138: 12. 
Fry, C.H. et al. 1972. Flight muscle hypertrophy and ecophysiological variation of Yellow wagtail 

Motacilla flava races at Lake Chad. Journal of Zoology 167(3): 293-306. 
Gantlett, S. 2001. A Checklist of the Bird Forms of Britain and Ireland. Birding World 14(1): 19-20. 
Gantlett, S. 2012. Grey-headed and other Yellow Wagtails. Birding World 25(5): 207-210. 
Gill, H.B. 1966. The Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava in Northern Queensland. Emu 66(4): 369-371. 
Gilroy, J.J. et al. 2008. Could soil degradation contribute to farmland bird declines? Links between 

soil penetrability and the abundance of yellow wagtails Motacilla flava in arable fields. Biological 
Conservation 141(12): 3116-3126. 

Gilroy, J.J. et al. 2009. Foraging habitat selection, diet and nestling condition in Yellow Wagtails 
Motacilla flava breeding on arable farmland. Bird Study 56(2): 221-232. 

Gilroy, J.J. et al. 2010. Mid-season shifts in the habitat associations of Yellow Wagtails Motacilla 
flava breeding in arable farmland. Ibis 152(1): 90-104. 

Golley, M. & Byers, C. 1993. Masterguide: Yellow perils. Birdwatch 12: 44-48. 
Gosnell, H.T. 1933. Notes: Blue-headed Wagtail breeding in Kent. British Birds 27(5): 133-134. 
Grace, K. & Lancaster, A.A.K. 1990. The Garinish Yellow Wagtail, and the separation of first-winter 

‘grey and white’ Yellow Wagtail from Citrine Wagtail. Irish Birding News 1(1): 12-15. 
Gregory, T.C. & Hale, J.R. 1942. Notes: Varieties of Blue-headed Wagtails breeding in Kent. British 

Birds 36(6): 112-113. 
Groenendijk, D. & van Saane, E. 2008. Italiaanse Kwikstaarten te Camperduin en bij Flevocentrale 

in april 2006 [Ashy-headed Wagtails at Camperduin and near Flevocentrale in April 2006]. Dutch 
Birding 30(1): 7-12. 

Hathway, R. et al. 1997. The Yellow-headed Wagtail on Scilly: a new British bird? Birding World 
10(4): 136-137. 

Hazevoet, C.J. 1999. Fourth report on birds from the Cape Verde Islands, including notes on the 
conservation and records of 11 new to the archipelago. Bulletin Zoölogisch Museum 17(3): 19-32  
(29). 

Hellström, M. 2009. Gulärlor av rasen feldegg - Raritetskommitténs återgranskning av det Svenska 
fyndmaterialet [Black-headed Yellow Wagtail M.f. feldegg in Sweden - a review by the Swedish 
Rarities Committee]. Vår Fågelvärld 68(4): 32-37.  

Hereward, A.C. 1979. The autumn moult of the yellow wagtail. Ringing & Migration 2(3): 113-117. 
Inskipp, T.P. 1981. Mystery photographs: juvenile Black-headed Wagtail. British Birds 74(12): 517-

519. 
Issa, N. 2008. Nidification réussie d'une Bergeronnette des Balkans dans le Var [Male Black-headed 

Wagtail breeding in Var départment]. Ornithos 15(1): 45-49. 
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‘harmaista’ keltavastarakeista Motacilla flava [The separation of first-autumn Citrine Wagtail 
Motacilla citreola and ‘grey and white’ Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava]. Lintumies 24: 108-113. 

Jansen, J.J.F.J. & Roselaar, C.S. 2017. Bijzondere legsels uit Nederland in collectie van Naturalis 
Biodiversity Center [Rare clutches from the Netherlands in collection of Naturalis Biodiversity 
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Johnson, E.D.H. 1952. Reports on the movements of some commoner summer migrants at British 
Bird Observatories in 1951: Yellow Wagtail. British Birds 45(7): 245-247. 

Keddy, D. 1997. Yellow Wagtails breeding at Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow. Irish East Coast Bird Report 
1996 pp. 74-76. 

Kehoe, C. 2006. Racial identification and assessment in Britain: a report from the RIACT 
subcommittee. British Birds 99(12): 619-645 (632-633). 

King, B. 1983. New bird distribution data for Burma. Natural History Bulletin of the Siam Society 31: 
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Svoboda, A. et al. 2008. Konipas citrónový (Motacilla citreola) opět v Krkonoších [Citrine Wagtail in 
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p. 11). 
van Swelm, N. 1980. Plumage characteristics in Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola. Dutch Birding 2(1): 

28-32. 
Verroken, L. & Verroken, D. 1988. Citroenkwikstaart te Harchies in april 1987 [Citrine Wagtail at 

Harchies in April 1987]. Dutch Birding 10(2): 78-80. 
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Cape Wagtail  
Motacilla capensis [Linnaeus]. 
[M.c. capensis] W & S Namibia, SE Botswana, Zimbabwe and W & S Mozambique S to S South 

Africa. 
[M.c. simplicissima] Angola E to SE DR Congo and S to NE Namibia, N Botswana & Zambia and 

Zambezi R (W Zimbabwe). 
[M.c. wellsi] E DR Congo E to SW Uganda & NW Tanzania and W & C Kenya. 
Other names: Angolan Wagtail (simplicissima), Wells’s Wagtail (wellsi). 
Thomas ‘Jimmy’ Wells (1868-1939), British civil servant who worked at the British Museum from 
1883 to 1930, rising from ‘Boy Assistant’ to ‘Higher-Grade Clerk’ over 47 years service.  
 
Broekhuysen, G.J. 1941. 4. The Cape Wagtail (Psomophilus capensis capensis) - a tame bird. 

Ostrich 12(1): 17-19. 
Cunningham, P. 2012. Cape Wagtail foot injuries - Cause for concern? Lanioturdus 45(1): 16-17. 
Gichuki, C.M. 2000. Community participation in the protection of Kenya's wetlands. Ostrich 71(1-2): 
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Goulding, W. et al. 2012. High mite burdens in an island population of Cape Wagtails Motacilla 

capensis: release from predation pressure? Ostrich 83(2): 85-89. 
Leonard, P.M. 2001. Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis movements. Zambia Bird Report 1999 pp. 96-

97. 
Munday, T.L. 2006. The search for the reason(s) causing feet abnormalities in the Cape Wagtail 

(Motacilla capensis). MSc Thesis, University of Johannesburg. 
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atlas of southern African birds. Passerines. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg. 
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Taylor, J. 2003. Cape Wagtail group behaviour. Promerops 253: 1. 
Winterbottom, J.M. 1964. Notes on the wagtails Motacilla of southern Africa. Ostrich 35(3): 129-141. 
 
Madagascar Wagtail  
Motacilla flaviventris [Hartlaub].  
Madagascar. 
 
Koenig, P. 2002. Un cas d'altruisme fraternel chez la Bergeronnette de Madagascar Motacilla 

flaviventris [A case of sibling altruism in Madagascar Wagtail]. Alauda 70(4): 443-444.  
O’Daniel, D.L. 1997. Observations at a nest of the Madagascar Wagtail Motacilla flaviventris. Ostrich 

68(1): 19-22. 
 
São Tomé Shorttail 
Motacilla bocagii [Sharpe]. 
São Tomé (Gulf of Guinea). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2004 as Amaurocichla bocagii. 
Alternative name: Bocage's Longbill. 
Prof. José Vicente Barboza du Bocage (1823-1907), Portuguese ornithologist who was regarded 
as the father of Angolan ornithology. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2015 Dramatic niche shifts and morphological change in two insular bird species. 
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Johansson, U.S. et al. 2008. Phylogenetic relationships within Passerida (Aves: Passeriformes): 

a  review and a new molecular phylogeny based on three nuclear intron markers. Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution 48: 858-876. 

 
Grey Wagtail  
Motacilla cinerea [Tunstall]. 
[M.c. cinerea] Scandinavia S thru Ireland, Britain & W Europe to the Mediterranean and the Atlas Mts 

(NW Africa) and Asia Minor & the Caucasus E thru Iran & Afghanistan to the Himalayas and NE to 
Tien Shan (W China) and the Urals E to Kamchatka and S to S Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi & Hebei (C 
& E China) and Japan S thru islands in the East China Sea to Taiwan. Winters W & S Europe and 
W, N & E Africa and Middle East, Arabia, Iraq, Iran & the Indian subcontinent E to S China, SE Asia, 
Philippines, Indonesia & W New Guinea.  

[M.c. patriciae] Furnas & São Miguel (Azores). 
[M.c. schmitzi] Madeira. 
The proposed forms canariensis, robusta & melanope are included with M.c. cinerea.  
 
Adamík, P. et al. 2003. The effect of habitat structure on guild patterns and the foraging strategies of 

insectivorous birds in forests. Biologia Bratislava 58: 275-285. 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 
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Buden, D.W. 1999. The birds of Sapwuahfik Atoll, with first record of the Grey Wagtail, Motacilla 

cinerea, from the Federated States of Micronesia. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 119: 
261-270. 
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Desfayes, M. & Praz, J.C. 1978. Notes on habitat and distribution of montane birds in southern Iran. 

Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 29(1-3): 18-37 (25). 
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1329-1330. 
Eds. 2005. Photo Salon - Autumn Alaska: The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands. North American Birds 

59(1): 184-187 (185). 
Etzkorn, Je. & Etzkorn, Ja. 2004. Gray Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea): a new species for British 

Columbia. Wildlife Afield 1(2): 64-65. 
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Universitatis Carolinae Biologica 1985: 253-300. 
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Denmark. Dansk Ornithologisk Forenings Tidsskrift 71: 121-138. 
Klemp, S. 2000. Effects of parental effort on second brood, moult and survival in the Grey Wagtail 

Motacilla cinerea. Ardea 88(1): 91-98. 
Klemp, S. 2003. Altitudinal dispersal within the breeding season in the Grey Wagtail Motacilla 

cinerea. Ibis 145(3): 509-511. 
Kylänpää, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan. 

Forktail 16: 15-28 (26). 
Lees, A.C. 2005. Macaronesian endemic birds: their taxonomy, status and conservation. Alula 11(1): 

12-24 (17). 
Lodge, J. 1938. Notes: Song of Grey Wagtail. British Birds 31(11): 352. 
Manel, S. et al. 1999. Alternative methods for predicting species distribution: an illustration with 

Himalayan river birds. Journal of Applied Ecology 36(5): 734-747. 
Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 

survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (57). 
Meakin, K. et al. 2005. Monitoring birds, reptiles and butterflies in the St Katherine Protectorate, 

Egypt. Egyptian Journal of Biology 7: 66-95 (76). 
Meares, D.H. 1916. Notes: Erythrism in eggs of Grey Wagtail and Common Tern. British Birds 10(12): 

291-292. 
Melville, D.S. 1995. Notes: Possible breeding of Grey Wagtail in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 

1994 pp. 219-220. 
Mlikovsky, J. 2007. Ornithological results of the Czechoslovak–Iranian expedition in Iran in 1977. 

Podoces 2(2): 141-142. 
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Neelakantan, K.K. 1965. Roosting of the Grey Wagtail [Motacilla caspica (Gmelin)] in the Thekkady 

Wild Life Sanctuary. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 61(3): 691-692. 
Neelakantan, K.K. 1969. Close association between the Grey Wagtail and the Forest Wagtail. 

Newsletter for Birdwatchers 9(7): 10-11. 
Nicoll, M. 1979. Grey Wagtail breeding biology. Tay Ringing Group Report 1978–79 pp. 40-44. 
Olioso, G. et al. 2013. First breeding record of Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea for Tunisia. Bulletin of 

the African Bird Club 20(1): 76-77. 
Oliver, P.J. 1997. The breeding birds of Inner London, 1966-94. British Birds 90(6): 211-225 (220). 
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Ormerod, S.J. & Tyler, S.T. 1987. Aspects of the breeding ecology of Welsh Grey Wagtails Motacilla 
cinerea. Bird Study 34(1): 43-51. 

Ormerod, S.J. & Tyler, S.T. 1991. The influence of stream acidification and riparian land use on the 
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Ruttledge, R.F. 1973. Notes: Grey Wagtail continuously hovering while picking insects from tree bark. 
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Santamarina, J. 1993. Feeding ecology of a vertebrate assemblage inhabiting a stream of NW Spain 
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Sladen, W.J.L. 1966. Additions to the Avifauna of the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, Including Five Species 

New to North America. The Auk 83(1): 130-135 (134). 
Smiddy, P. & O’Halloran, J. 1998. Breeding biology of the Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea in 
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Forktail 23: 129-134 (133). 
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1082-1090. 
Tyler, S.J. & Ormerod, S.J. 1988. Dietary overlap between Mountain Wagtails Motacilla clara, Grey 

Wagtails M. cinerea and Green Sandpipers Tringa ochropus in Ethiopia. Scopus 11: 33-37. 
Tyler, S.J. & Ormerod, S.J. 1991. Factors influencing the biometrics of Grey Wagtails Motacilla 

cinerea and Kingfishers Alcedo atthis in Wales. Ringing & Migration 12(2): 92-102. 
Tyler, S.J. & Ormerod, S.J. 1991. The influence of stream acidification and riparian land-use on the 
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Tyler, S.J. 1970. Observations of the Grey Wagtail in the New Forest. Hampshire Bird Report 1969 

pp. 37-40 
Tyler, S.J. 1972. Breeding biology of Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea. Bird Study 19(2): 69-80. 
Tyler, S.J. 1979. Mortality and movements of Grey Wagtails. Ringing & Migration 2(3): 122-131. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2006. Masters of Mystery – Solutions of sixth round 2005: 

Grey Wagtail. Dutch Birding 28(1): 33-34. 
van den Berg, A.B. & Bosman, C.A.W. 1986. Supplementary notes on some birds of Lore Lindu 

Reserve, Central Sulawesi. Forktail 1: 7-13 (11). 
van den Berg, A.B. 1992. Notes: Mirror-fighting by Grey Wagtail in winter. British Birds 85(12): 670-

672. 
Varu, M. et al. 2014. Leg colour in Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea. Indian BIRDS 9(5-6): 166. 
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Vickery, J. 1991. Breeding density of Dippers Cinclus cinclus‘ Grey Wagtails Motacilla cinerea and 
Common Sandpipers Actitis hypoleucos in relation to the acidity of streams in south-west 
Scotland. Ibis 133(2): 178-185. 

Wassink, A. 2015. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 6. Dutch Birding 37(1): 28-32 
(31). 

Wassink, A. 2016. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 7. Dutch Birding 38(6): 388-
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Whistler, H. 1923. A note on the migration of the Eastern Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea melanope, 
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White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
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Yoerg, S.I. & O’Halloran, J. 1991. Dipper Nestlings Fed by a Gray Wagtail. The Auk 108: 427-440. 
 
Mountain Wagtail  
Motacilla clara [Sharpe]. 
[M.c. clara] Highlands of Ethiopia. 
[M.c. chapini] SW Mali, S Sierra Leone, Liberia & W Ivory Coast and SE Nigeria & Cameroon S to 

Gabon and E to the Central African Republic & N & S PR Congo and Bioko Island (Fernando Póo). 
[M.c. torrentium] E Uganda & C & S Kenya and E & S DR Congo, Rwanda & NW & N Tanzania S to 

C & SW Angola, Zambia, N Zimbabwe & W Mozambique and mountains of E South Africa & 
Swaziland. 

Other name: Long-tailed Wagtail, Grey-backed Wagtail. 
 
Anderson, J. 2010. First records of eight bird species for Eritrea. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 

17(1): 66-70. 
Bowden, C.G. 2001. The birds of Mount Kupe, southwest Cameroon. Malimbus 23: 13-44 (28). 
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Gichuki, C.M. 2000. Community participation in the protection of Kenya's wetlands. Ostrich 71(1-2): 
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Maclean, G.L. & Maclean, C. 1993. A new host for the Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius in 

southern Africa. Ostrich 64: 136. 
Pacheco, L. et al. 2017. First record of Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara for Senegal. Bulletin of the 
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Piper, S.E. & Schultz, D.M. 1988. Monitoring territory, survival and breeding in the Long-tailed 
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White Wagtail  
Motacilla alba [Linnaeus] 
[M.a. alba] Extreme SE Greenland, Iceland, Faroe Islands, Shetland, S Novaya Zemlya and Europe 

(except Ireland & Britain) E to the Urals. Winters, some populations S to S Europe and Africa as far 
S as Kenya & Malawi. 

[M.a. yarrellii] Ireland, Britain & locally along adjacent coasts of continental Europe. Winters, some 
resident, some populations mainly to SW France, Iberian peninsula & coastal Morocco.  

[M.a. subpersonata] Morocco. 
[M.a. baicalensis] Upper R Yenisey E to Stanovoy Mts (SC Siberia) and S to Mongolia & NE China. 

Winters N India E to SE China & C Indochina. 
[M.a. ocularis] N & NE Siberia E from Taymyr peninsula & R Yenisey S to Lensk region, Stanovoy Mts 

& N Kamchatka and extreme W Alaska. Winters S Asia E from NE Indian subcontinent. 
[M.a. lugens] S coasts of Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin Island, C Kamchatka & Commander Islands S to 

N Korea & Japan. Winters Myanmar E to SE China, Taiwan & S Japan. 
[M.a. leucopsis] Qinghai E to Heilongjiang & W Zhejiang and S to N Guangxi & N Guangdong (C & E 

China), Amurland & Ussuriland (Far East Russia), Korea and SW Honshu & N Kyushu (Japan). 
Winters S Asia E from N India. 

[M.a. alboides] Himalayas E from NE Pakistan thru S Xizang, S & SE Qinghai E to S Shaanxi and S 
to Yunnan & Guizhou (S China), N Myanmar, extreme N Laos & extreme N Vietnam. Winters at 
lower altitudes and S to Bangladesh & N Thailand. 

[M.a. personata] Transcaspia & N Iran E to S Russia, W Mongolia, extreme NW & W Xinjiang (NW 
China) and S to N Afghanistan, N Pakistan & Kashmir. Winters Iran & E Arabia E to Indian 
subcontinent. 

The proposed form dukhunensis is included with M.a. alba.  
Other names: Pied Wagtail (yarrellii), Moroccan Wagtail (subpersonata), Masked Wagtail (personata), 
Black-backed Wagtail (lugens), Amur Wagtail (leucopsis), Hodgson’s Wagtail (alboides), Swinhoe’s 
Wagtail (ocularis), East Siberian Wagtail (ocularis), Indian Pied Wagtail (dukhunensis), West Siberian 
White Wagtail (dukhunensis), East Siberian Wagtail (ocularis), Himalayan Wagtail (alboides), Baikal 
Wagtail (baicalensis).  
William Yarrell (1784-1856), English naturalist. 
Brian Houghton Hodgson FRC (1800-1894), English civil servant who made a significant 
contribution to Indian ornithology. 
Robert Swinhoe (1836-1877), Anglo-Indian diplomat and naturalist. 
1st WP Record (M.a. leucopsis): [adult ♂] 5th April 2005. Vane Tempest Colliery, Seaham, Durham, 
England. Stephen Addinall (Addinall 2005 & 2010). 
1st WP Record (M.a. personata): [probably 1st winter] 22nd September 1966. Akrotiri, Cyprus (Van 
Gasse & Ebels 2016). 
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African Pied Wagtail  
Motacilla aguimp [Dumont]. 
[M.a. aguimp] S Namibia and C & E South Africa. 
[M.a. vidua] S Egypt along the Nile to Aswan and S along Blue Nile in Ethiopia & Sudan and Sierra 

Leone & S Mali E to S Sudan and NW & E Kenya S to Angola, N & E Botswana & E South Africa S 
to the E Cape. 
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Mekong Wagtail  
Motacilla samveasnae [Duckworth]. 
Lower R Mekong and tributaries in NE Cambodia & S Laos and non-breeders visit Thailand and 
Vietnam. Winters not fully known, probably resident. 
Sam Veasna (1966-1999), Cambodian naturalist who was head of the Provincial Wildlife Department 
in Siem Reap province. 
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Japanese Wagtail  
Motacilla grandis [Sharpe]. 
Japan. Winters, some populations S to Taiwan & coastal E China. 
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White-browed Wagtail  
Motacilla maderaspatensis [J.F.Gmelin]. 
N Pakistan E thru Himalayan foothills to Bangladesh and probably to Arunachal Pradesh (extreme NE 
India) and S thru most of peninsular India. 
Other name: Large Pied Wagtail. 
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