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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Tern's list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Aidan G. 
Kelly (https://twitter.com/agk10k) and Dermot Breen (http://dermotbreen.blogspot.com/) for the cover 
images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).  
 
Final Version  
Version 1.7 (February 2019). 
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Main image: Inca Tern. Callao Port, Lima, Peru. 26th July 2015. Picture by Aidan G. Kelly.  
Vignette: Royal Tern. Tanji Beach, Western Division, The Gambia. 14th January 2011. Picture by 
Dermot Breen. 
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Brown Noddy 
Anous stolidus [Linnaeus]. 
[A.s. stolidus] Bahamas, Florida & Dry Tortugas (USA) and West Indies W to islands off Yucatan (E 

Mexico) and S & E to Alacran Reef & Isla San Andres (Belize), Octavia Rocks & Gorgona Island 
(Colombia), Las Aves to Margarita (Venezuela), Trinidad & Tobago, Guiana & NE Bahia (Brazil) and 
Trindade, Ascension Island, St. Helena, Tristan da Cunha, Inaccessible Island & Gough Islands (S 
Atlantic) and the Gulf of Guinea from Guinea E to Cameroon.  

[A.s. pileatus] S Red Sea & the Gulf of Aden S to islands off Sudan, Somalia & Kenya and 
Madagascar, Comores, Mascarene Islands, Seychelles, Aldabra Atoll, Laccadive Islands (Indian 
Ocean) and Nias & Belitung (off Sumatra) to Ryukyu Islands & Bonin / Ogasawara Islands (Japan 
region) and Houtman Abrolhos Group, Bedout & Lacepede Island (Western Australia), Ashmore 
Reefs (Timor Sea), Bramble Cay (Torres Strait) S to offshore cays off Cairns (Queensland), Lady 
Elliot Island, Musgrave Island & Michaelmas Cay (Great Barrier Reef islands), islands in the Coral 
Sea and Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea) and Fiji, Eua & Kalau Island (Tonga) and 
S Polynesia E to Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island region) & Easter Island and Kure E to Moku Manu 
and Manana (Hawaii). It is also possible this is the form occurring on the Desventurada Islands (E 
Pacific off Chile).  

[A.s. galapagensis] Galapágos Islands. 
[A.s. ridgwayi] Revillagigedo Archipelago, Socorro Island, Tres Marias Island & Isabella Island (all off 

W Mexico) S to Costa Rica & Cocos Island. 
Non-breeding: Disperses to sea. 
Other names: Common Noddy, Noddy Tern. 
Robert Ridgway (1850-1929), American ornithologist and Smithsonian Curator of Birds from 1880 to 
1929. 
1st WP Record: Early in October 1912. Wadden Sea, near Husum, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. 
Killed (Paulsen 1925). 
 
Ash, J.S. 1980. Common and Lesser Noddy Anous stolidus and A. tenuirostris in Somalia. Scopus 4: 

6-9. 
Ashmole, N.P. 1962. The Black Noddy Anous tenuirostris on Ascension Island. Part 1, general 

biology. Ibis 103: 235-273. 
Beaman, M. 1990. Identification of Black Noddy and validity of December 1984 record in Mauritania. 

Dutch Birding 12(5): 245-248. 
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93(2): 371-374.  
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exposure levels? Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 24(2): 181-187. 
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Chardine, J.W. & Morris, R.D. 1987. Trapping and Color Banding Brown Noddy and Bridled Tern 

Adults at the Breeding Colony. Colonial Waterbirds 10(1): 100-102. 
Chardine, J.W. & Morris, R.D. 1989. Sexual Size Dimorphism and Assortative Mating in the Brown 

Noddy. The Condor 91(4): 868-874. 
Chardine, J.W. 1987. Brown Noddy vocal behavior. The Auk 104(4): 790. 
Chiba, H. et al. 2007. The Distribution of Seabirds in the Bonin Islands, Southern Japan. Journal of 

the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 39(1): 1-17. 
Dorward, D.F. & Ashmole, N.P. 1963. Notes on the biology of the Brown Noddy Anous stolidus on 

Ascension Island. Ibis 103b(3): 447-457.  
Dunlop, J.N. & Goldberg, J.A. 1999. The Establishment of a New Brown Noddy Anous stolidus 

Breeding Colony off South-Western Australia. Emu 99(1): 36-39. 
Dunlop, J.N. 2005. The demography of a new Common Noddy (Anous stolidus) colony during the 

establishment period. Emu 105(2): 99-104. 
Ellis, H.I. et al. 1995. Thermoregulation in the brown noddy (Anous stolidus). Journal of Thermal 

Biology 20(4): 307-313. 
Gill, B.J. & Driessen, J. 1993. Common Noddy Anous stolidus at Muriwai Beach. Notornis 40(1): 43-

44. 
Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
Gill, B.J. 1996. Notes on certain Cook Islands birds. Notornis 43(3): 154-158. 
Heatwole, H. 1985. Brown Noddy attacks mouse. The Wilson Bulletin 97(4): 571-572. 
Lambert, K. 2005. The spatial and seasonal occurrence of seabirds (Aves) off southern Mozambique. 

Durban Museum Novitates 30: 45-60 (58). 
Maul, A-M. 1998. Breeding biology and monitoring of three seabird species (Brown Noddy Anous 

stolidus, Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris, Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii) on Aride Island, 
Seychelles, with special comments on breeding behaviour and biometrics of the Brown Noddy. 
Doctoral thesis. Karl-Franzens University, Graz, Austria. 

McGowan, A. et al. 2008. Seabird populations of the Chagos Archipelago, Indian Ocean: an 
evaluation of IBA sites. Oryx 42(3): 424-429. 

Megyesi, J.L. & Griffin, C.R. 1996. Breeding biology of the Brown Noddy on Tern Island, Hawaii. 
The Wilson Bulletin 108(2): 317-334. 

Morris, R.D. & Chardine, J.W. 1990. Costs of parental neglect in the brown noddy (Anous stolidus). 
Canadian Journal of Zoology 68(9): 2025-2027. 

Morris, R.D. & Chardine, J.W. 1992. The breeding biology and aspects of the feeding ecology of 
brown noddies Anous stolidus nesting near Culebra, Puerto Rico, 1985-1989. Journal of Zoology 
226(1): 65-79. 

Morris, R.D. & Chardine, J.W. 1995. Brown Noddies on Cayo Noroeste, Culebra, Puerto Rico: What 
Happened in 1990? The Auk 112(2): 326-334. 

Naves, L.C. et al. 2002. Sula leucogaster, Anous stolidus and Anous minutus at Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul’s Rocks, Brazil. Ararajuba 10: 21-30. 

Olsen, K.M. 1989. Head pattern of Brown Noddy. Dutch Birding 11(3): 126-127. 
Paulsen, P. 1925. Seltenheit der Schleswig-holsteinischen Ornis [Rare birds in Schleswig-Holstein]. 

Ornithologische Monatsberichte 50: 163-164. 
Pettit, T.N. & Causey Whittow, G. 1983. Embryonic Respiration and Growth in Two Species of 

Noddy Terns. Physiological Zoology 56(3): 455-464. 
Pitman, R.L. et al. 1995. The Marine Birds of Malpelo Island, Colombia. Colonial Waterbirds 18(1): 

113-119. 
Prater, T. 2012. Important Bird Areas: St. Helena. British Birds 105(11): 638-653 (645). 
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Ramos, J.A. et al. 2004. Annual variation in laying date and breeding success of Brown Noddies on 
Aride Island, Seychelles. Emu 106(1): 81-86. 

Reed, S. 1980. The birds of Savai'i, Western Samoa. Notornis 27(2): 151-159 (154). 
Rinke, D.R. et al. 1992. Miscellaneous bird notes from the Kingdom of Tonga - New records from 

other islands. Notornis 39: 301-315 (308). 
Riska, D.E. 1984. Experiments on Nestling Recognition by Brown Noddies (Anous stolidus). The Auk 

101(3): 605-609. 
Riska, D.E. 1986. An Analysis of Vocal Communication in the Adult Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus). 

The Auk 103(2): 359-369. 
Riska, D.E. 1986. An Analysis of Vocal Communication in Young Brown Noddies (Anous stolidus). 

The Auk 103(2): 351-358. 
Ryan, P. 2008. Important Bird Areas: Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. British Birds 101(11): 586-

606. 
Schreiber, R.W. 1975. Abnormal Anous stolidus From Christmas Island, Pacific Ocean. The Auk 

92(2): 369-370. 
Steadman, D.W. et al. 1990. Extinction, Biogeography, and Human Exploitation of Birds on Tikopia 

and Anuta, Polynesian Outliers in the Solomon Islands. Bishop Museum Occasional Papers 30: 
118-153 (131). 

Surman, C. A. & Nicholson, L.W. 2009. The good, the bad and the ugly: ENSO-driven 
oceanographic variability and its influence on seabird diet and reproductive performance at the 
Houtman Abrolhos, Eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ornithology 37: 129-138. 

Surman, C.A. & Wooller, R.D. 2003. Comparative foraging ecology of five sympatric terns at a sub-
tropical island in the eastern Indian Ocean. Journal of Zoology 259(3): 219-230. 

Surman, C.A. et al. 2012. Effects of climate variability on breeding  phenology and performance of  
tropical seabirds in the eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ecology Progress Series 454: 147-157. 

Tazawa, H. et al. 1991. Noninvasive Determination of Embryonic Heart Rate during Hatching in the 
Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus). The Auk 108(3): 594-601. 

Thibault, J-C. & Varney, A. 1991. Breeding seabirds of Rapa (Polynesia): numbers and changes 
during the 20th century. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 111(2): 70-77 (74). 

Thibault, J-C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 
influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 

van der Winder, J. & Monteiro, H. 2008. First record of Brown Noddy Anous stolidus for Guinea-
Bissau. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 15(1): 106-107. 

VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 

Wilson, J.W. et al. 2010. Breeding biology of Brown Noddies Anous stolidus at their southern-most 
breeding site, Gough Island, in comparison to other sites. Ardea 98(2): 242-246. 

 
Lesser Noddy 
Anous tenuirostris [Temminck]. 
[A.t. tenuirostris] Seychelles & Mascarene Islands. Probably the Maldives and possibly Somalia. Non-

breeding: N to Arabia and S off E Africa to Madagascar. 
[A.t. melanops] Pelsart Island & Wooded Island (Houtman Abrohos Group, W Australia). Non-

breeding: Largely sedentary although storm driven as far S as Freemantle on occasion. 
Considered conspecific with Black Noddy by some. 
Other name: Sooty Noddy. 
 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other 

species. Forktail 17: 67-73. 
Anderson, R.C. 2007. New records of birds from the Maldives. Forktail 23: 135-144 (139). 
Ash, J.S. 1980. Common and Lesser Noddy Anous stolidus and A. tenuirostris in Somalia. Scopus 4: 

6-9. 
Danchin, E. & Nelson, J.B. 1991. Behavioral Adaptations to Cliff Nesting in the Kittiwake (Rissa 

tridactyla): Convergences with the Gannet (Sula bassana) and the Black Noddy (Anous 
tenuirostris). Colonial Waterbirds 14(2): 103-107. 

Fouquet, M. et al. 1997. New for the UAE: River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis, Kittlitz's Plover 
Charadrius pecuarius and Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris. Emirates Bird Report 19: 120-122. 

Gerlach, J. 2004. Impact of the invasive crazy ant Anoplolepis gracilipes on Bird Island, Seychelles. 
Journal of Insect Conservation 8(1): 15-25. 

Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
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Maul, A-M. 1998. Breeding biology and monitoring of three seabird species (Brown Noddy Anous 
stolidus, Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris, Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii) on Aride Island, 
Seychelles, with special comments on breeding behaviour and biometrics of the Brown Noddy. 
Doctoral thesis. Karl-Franzens University, Graz, Austria.  

McGowan, A. et al. 2008. Seabird populations of the Chagos Archipelago, Indian Ocean: an 
evaluation of IBA sites. Oryx 42(3): 424-429. 

Monticelli, D. et al. 2008. Diet and foraging ecology of roseate terns and lesser noddies breeding 
sympatrically on Aride Island, Seychelles. Waterbirds 31(2): 231-240. 

Ramos, J.A. & Monticelli, D. 2007. Long-term studies on productivity of roseate terns and lesser 
noddies on Aride Island, Seychelles. Ostrich 78(2): 443-447. 

Ramos, J.A. et al. 2004. Laying date, chick provisioning, and breeding succes of Lesser Noddies on 
Aride Island, Seychelles. The Condor 106(4): 887-895. 

Surman, C. A. & Nicholson, L.W. 2009. The good, the bad and the ugly: ENSO-driven 
oceanographic variability and its influence on seabird diet and reproductive performance at the 
Houtman Abrolhos, Eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ornithology 37: 129-138. 

Surman, C.A. & Wooller, R.D. 1995. The Breeding Biology of the Lesser Noddy on Pelsaert Island, 
Western Australia. Emu 95(1): 47-53. 

Surman, C.A. & Wooller, R.D. 2003. Comparative foraging ecology of five sympatric terns at a sub-
tropical island in the eastern Indian Ocean. Journal of Zoology 259(3): 219-230. 

Surman, C.A. et al. 2012. Effects of climate variability on breeding  phenology and performance of  
tropical seabirds in the eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ecology Progress Series 454: 147-157. 

 
Black Noddy 
Anous minutus [Boie]. 
[A.m. minutus] New Guinea and Capricorn & Bunker group of islands (S Great Barrier Reef) and 

probably Quoin Island (Great Barrier Reef), Darnley Island (E Torres Strait), islands in the Coral 
Sea, Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea), Fiji & Kalau (Tonga) to the Tuamotu Archipelago (French 
Polynesia). 

[A.m. worcesteri] Cavilli Island & Tubbataha Reef (Sulu Sea, SW Philippines), Belitung (off Sumatra) 
& Borneo. 

[A.m. marcusi] Philippines, Palau and Marcus Island & Wake Island (NW Pacific) E thru Micronesia to 
the Caroline Islands (W Pacific). 

[A.m. melanogenys] Hawaiian Islands. 
[A.m. diamesus] Clipperton Island & Cocos Island (Costa Rica region, E Pacific). 
[A.m. americanus] The Lesser Antilles and coasts of the Caribbean including islands off Central 

America & Venezuela.  
[A.m. atlanticus] St. Peter and St. Paul's Rocks, Fernando de Naronha, Ascension Island, St. Helena 

(S Atlantic) and Gulf of Guinea.  
Non-breeding: Some forms larely sedentary while others disperse pelagically. 
Considered conspecific with Lesser Noddy by some. 
Other name: White-capped Noddy. 
Dean Conant Worcester (1866-1924), American botanist, zoologist, explorer and collector. 
 
Barbieri, E. et al. 2010. Registros de duas aves marinhas inéditas no estadode São Paulo, Brasil: 

Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus e Anous minutus (Charadriiformes) [Two new species for the State 
of São Paulo, Brazil: Grey-headed Gull and Black Noddy]. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia 18(3): 
242-244. 

Barnes, A. & Hill, G.J.E. 1989. Census and distribution of Black Noddy Anous minutus nests on 
Heron Island, November 1985. Emu 89(3): 129-134. 

Beaman, M. 1990. Identification of Black Noddy and validity of December 1984 record in Mauritania. 
Dutch Birding 12(5): 245-248. 

Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Buden, D.W. 2008. The birds of Nauru. Notornis 55(1): 8-19. 
Chiba, H. et al. 2007. The Distribution of Seabirds in the Bonin Islands, Southern Japan. Journal of 

the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 39(1): 1-17. 
Congdon, B.C. 1990. Brood enlargement and post-natal development in the Black Noddy Anous 

minutus. Emu 90(4): 241-247.  
Córdoba-Córdoba, S. et al. 2010. Nesting preferences and population estimates of a new Black 

Noddy Anous minutus breeding colony on One Tree Island, Great Barrier Reef, Australia. Marine 
Ornithology 38: 79-84. 
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Cullen, J.M. & Ashmole, N.P. 1963. The Black Noddy Anous tenuirostris on Ascension Island Part 2. 
Ibis 103(3): 423-446. 

Dyer, P.K. et al. 2005. Breeding numbers and population trends of Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
(Puffinus pacificus) and Black Noddy (Anous minutus) in the Capricornia Cays, southern Great 
Barrier Reef. Emu 105(3): 249-257. 

Girão, W. et al. 2008. Registros documentados de cinco novos trinta-réis (Charadriiformes: 
Sternidae) no estado do Ceará, nordeste do Brasil [Documented records of five terns 
(Charadriiformes: Sternidae) new for the State of Ceará, north-east Brazil]. Revista Brasileira de 
Ornitologia 16(3): 252-255. 

Hazevoet, C.J. 1985. Black Noddy in Mauritania in December 1984. Dutch Birding 7(1): 25-26. 
Hill, G. & Rosier, J. 1989. Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, White-capped Noddies and tourist 

development on Heron Island, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. Journal of Environmental 
Management 29: 107-114. 

Morin, M. 1985. First Record of Black Noddy Nesting at Kure Atoll. Journal of Field Ornithology 56(1): 
66-68. 

Moyer, B.R. & Wagenbach, G.E. 1995. Sunning by Black Noddies (Anous minutus) may kill chewing 
lice (Quadraceps hopkinsi). The Auk 112(4): 1073-1077. 

Naves, L.C. et al. 2002. Sula leucogaster, Anous stolidus and Anous minutus at Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul’s Rocks, Brazil. Ararajuba 10: 21-30. 

Ogden, J. 1979. Estimates of the population sizes of the Black Noddy and Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
at Heron Island in 1978. Sunbird 10: 33-39. 

Ogden, J. 1983. Population increase and nesting patterns of the black noddy Anous minutus in 
Pisonia forest on Heron Island: Observations in 1978, 1979 and 1992. Austral Ecology 18(4): 395-
403.  

Oreel, G.J. 1980. On field identification of White-capped Noddy. Dutch Birding 2(4): 140. 
Pettit, T.N. & Causey Whittow, G. 1983. Embryonic Respiration and Growth in Two Species of 

Noddy Terns. Physiological Zoology 56(3): 455-464. 
Pitman, R.L. et al. 1995. The Marine Birds of Malpelo Island, Colombia. Colonial Waterbirds 18(1): 

113-119. 
Prater, T. 2012. Important Bird Areas: St. Helena. British Birds 105(11): 638-653 (645). 
Reed, S. 1980. The birds of Savai'i, Western Samoa. Notornis 27(2): 151-159 (154). 
Rinke, D.R. et al. 1992. Miscellaneous bird notes from the Kingdom of Tonga - New records from 

other islands. Notornis 39: 301-315 (308). 
Steadman, D.W. et al. 1990. Extinction, Biogeography, and Human Exploitation of Birds on Tikopia 

and Anuta, Polynesian Outliers in the Solomon Islands. Bishop Museum Occasional Papers 30: 
118-153 (132). 

Thibault, J- C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 
influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 

VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 

Watson, G.E. 1969. The status of the Black Noddy in the Tristan da Cunha Group. Bulletin of the 
British Ornithologist' Club 89: 105-106. 

Wiles, G.J. et al. 1993. Recent bird records for the southern Mariana Islands, with notes on a colony 
of Black Noddies on Cocos Island, Guam. Micronesica 26: 199-215. 

 
Blue Noddy 
Procelsterna ceruleus [F.D. Bennett]. 
[P.c. ceruleus] Kiritimati (North Line Islands, Kiribati, C Pacific) & Marquesas Islands (N French 
Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[P.c. saxatillis] Marcus Island (NW Pacific), Taongi & Bikar (Marshall Islands, NC Pacific) E to 
Gardner Pinnacles, French Frigate Shoals, Necker, Nihoa, Kaula Rock (off Niihua) & Kaula (all NW 
Hawaiian Islands). 
[P.c. nebouxi] Tuvalu (SW Pacific) E to Phoenix Islands (Kiribati) and S to Fiji & Western Samoa. 
[P.c. teretirostris] Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia) and probably the Cook Islands, Austral 
Islands & Society Islands (French Polynesia, SC Pacific). 
[P.c. murphyi] Gambier Islands (Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia). 
Non-breeding: Largely sedentary with some dispersing to E Australia. 
Other name: Blue Ternlet, Blue-grey Ternlet, Blue-grey Noddy. 
Robert Cushman Murphy (1887-1973), American naturalist. 
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Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444 (plate 251, 
p. 438). 

Rauzon, M.J. et al. 1984. Breeding biology of the Blue-gray Noddy. Journal of Field Ornithology. 
55(3): 309-321. 

Rinke, D.R. et al. 1992. Miscellaneous bird notes from the Kingdom of Tonga - New records from 
other islands. Notornis 39: 301-315 (307). 

Thibault, J-C. & Bretagnolle, V. 1999. Breeding seabirds of Gambier Islands, Eastern Polynesia: 
numbers and changes during the 20th Century. Emu 99(2): 100-107. 

Thibault, J-C. & Varney, A. 1991. Breeding seabirds of Rapa (Polynesia): numbers and changes 
during the 20th century. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 111(2): 70-77 (73). 

Thibault, J-C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 
influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 

 
Grey Noddy 
Procelsterna albivitta [Bonaparte]. 
[P.a. albivitta] Bay of Plenty (N North Island, New Zealand), Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island 

(Tasman Sea, Australia region), Kermadec Islands (SW Pacific) & Ata and probably Eua (Tonga). 
[P.a. skottsbergii] Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific) and Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island 

region) & Easter Island. 
[P.a. imitatrix] San Ambrosio & San Félix (Desventurada Islands, Chile). 
Non-breeding: Largely sedentary, occasionally reaching New Zealand. 
Previously regarded as a pale morph of Blue Noddy. 
Other name: Grey Ternlet. 
 
Cunningham, J.M. 1950. Occurrence of grey noddy in N.Z. waters. New Zealand Bird Notes 3: 227. 
Falla, R.A. 1970. Grey Ternlets in the Bay of Plenty. Notornis 17: 83-86. 
Hindwood, K.A. 1949. The Grey Noddy: Another Australian record. Emu 49(1): 62-63. 
Hogg, M.J. 1962. Brown booby and grey noddy in Northland waters. Notornis 10: 238-239. 
Latham, P.C.M. 2003. An update on the grey ternlet (Procelsterna cerulea albivitta) in the Bay of 

Plenty. Notornis 50(2): 118-121. 
Waller, M. 1970. More sightings of grey ternlets. Notornis 17: 213. 
 
White Tern 
Gygis alba [Sparrman]. 
[G.a.alba] Fernando de Noronha, Trindade, Martin Vas Rocks, Ascension Island & St. Helena (S. 

Atlantic) and Clipperton Islands (off W Mexico) & Cocos Island (off Costa Rica) and Galapágos 
Islands S to Malpelo Island (off Colombia), Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island region) & Easter Island and 
Ne Bahia (E Brazil) and Laysan Island & Kure E to Kaula (W. Hawaiian Islands) and Honolulu and 
Paracel Islands (South China Sea) E to Wuvulu, Ninigo & Tench Island (Bismarck Archipelago) and 
Line Islands & Phoenix Islands (C Pacific), Caroline Islands (W Pacific), Kermadec Islands (SW 
Pacific), Marshall Islands (NC Pacific) & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea, Australia region). 

[G.a. candida] Madagascar, Mascarene Islands, Comoros Islands, Seychelles & Chagos Islands 
(Indian Ocean) E to Tonga, Western Samoa & Society Islands (SC Pacific). It is also possible this is 
the form occurring on Hatutu (Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 

[G.a. microrhyncha] Eiao to Fatu Hiva Island (Marquesas Islands). It is also possible this is the form 
occurring on Hatutu (Marquesas Islands). 

[G.a. leucopes] Pitcairn & Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific).  
Non-breeding: Sedentary at some locations or disperses pelagically from others.  
Other names: Fairy Tern, Little White Tern (microrhyncha). 
 
Anderson, R.C. 2007. New records of birds from the Maldives. Forktail 23: 135-144 (139). 
Ashmole, N.P. 1968. Breeding and Molt in the White Tern (Gygis alba) on Christmas Island, Pacific 

Ocean. The Condor 70(1): 35-55. 
Bengtsson, D. 2009. The Atlantic Odyssey - from penguins to tropicbirds. Birding World 22(4): 167-

176 (plate 16, p. 175). 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Buden, D.W. 2008. The birds of Nauru. Notornis 55(1): 8-19. 
Burger, J. et al. 2001. Metals in Feathers of Sooty Tern, White Tern, Gray-Backed Tern, and Brown 

Noddy from Islands in the North Pacific. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 71(1): 71-89. 
Coster, B. 2003. World of birds: Gooney island. Birdwatch 129: 34-37. 
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Dorward, D.F. 1963. The Fairy Tern Gygis alba on Ascension Island. Ibis 103(3): 365-378. 
Gibson, J.D.1977. An overlooked specimen of the White Tern in NSW. Australian Bird Watcher 7: 63. 
Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
Holyoak, D.T. & Thibault, J-C. 1976. La variation geographique de Gygis alba [Geographical 

variation in the White Tern]. Alauda 44(4): 457-473. 
Houston, D.C. 1979. Why do Fairy Terns Gygis alba not build nests? Ibis 121(1): 102-104. 
Malan, G. et al. 2009. Nesting success of White Terns and White-tailed Tropicbirds on Cousine 

Island, Seychelles. Ostrich 80(2): 81-84. 
Pitman, R.L. et al. 1995. The Marine Birds of Malpelo Island, Colombia. Colonial Waterbirds 18(1): 

113-119. 
Prater, T. 2012. Important Bird Areas: St. Helena. British Birds 105(11): 638-653 (645). 
Raman, T.S. et al. 2013. An expedition to Narcondam: observations of marine and terrestrial fauna 

including the island-endemic hornbill. Current Science 105(3): 346-360. 
Reed, S. 1980. The birds of Savai'i, Western Samoa. Notornis 27(2): 151-159 (154). 
Roberson, D. 1988.The 10 most likely additions to the ABA checklist. Birding XX(6): 353-363 (361). 
Steadman, D.W. et al. 1990. Extinction, Biogeography, and Human Exploitation of Birds on Tikopia 

and Anuta, Polynesian Outliers in the Solomon Islands. Bishop Museum Occasional Papers 30: 
118-153 (132). 

Thibault, J-C. & Varney, A. 1991. Breeding seabirds of Rapa (Polynesia): numbers and changes 
during the 20th century. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 111(2): 70-77 (74). 

Thibault, J-C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 
influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 

VanderWerf, E.A. 2003. Distribution, abundance, and breeding biology of White Terns on Oahu, 
Hawaii. The Wilson Bulletin 115: 258-262. 

VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 

Yahya, H.S.A. & Zarri, A.A. 2002. White Tern (Gygis alba) sighted at Narcondam Island, Bay of 
Bengal, India. Forktail 18: 148-149. 

 
Black Skimmer 
Rynchops niger [Linnaeus]. 
[R.n. niger] Coasts of S California and coasts from Massachusetts S to Texas and Sonora to Nayarit 

(W Mexico) and Tamaulipas to Yucatán Peninsula (E Mexico). Non-breeding: California & North 
Carolina S thru C America to both coasts of Panama. 

[R.n. cinerascens] Coasts of Colombia S to the mouth of the Amazon and Gulf of Guayaquil (W 
Ecuador) and large river systems (especially the Orinoco and Amazon) S to Bolivia & NW Argentina. 
Non-breeding: On the coast from Ecuador to S Chile and Panama to Trinidad & NC Brazil. 

[G.n. intercedens] The large rivers of E Brazil, E Paraguay, Uruguay & NE Argentina S to Bahía 
Blanca. Non-breeding: Disperses to the coast. 

1st WP record: A Skimmer sp. that was observed flying south about 700m off Annagh Head, Co. 
Mayo, Ireland on 30th August 2012 may well have been this species. Not published.  
 
Arthur, S.C. 1921. The feeding habits of the Black Skimmer. The Auk 38(4): 566-574. 
Bales, O. 1919. Twenty-four hours in a Black Skimmer colony. The Wilson Bulletin 31: 83-87. 
Blake, R.W. 1985. A model of foraging efficiency and daily energy budget in the Black Skimmer 

(Rynchops nigra). Canadian Journal of Zoology 63(1): 42-48. 
Burger, J. 1981. Aggressive Behaviour of Black Skimmers (Rynchops Niger). Behaviour 76(3-4): 

207-222. 
Burger, J. 1981. Sexual differences in parental activities of breeding Black Skimmers. American 

Naturalist 117(6): 975-984. 
Burger, J. 1982. Jamaica Bay Studies: I. Environmental Determinants of Abundance and Distribution 

of Common Terns (Sterna hirundo) and Black Skimmers (Rynchops niger) at an East Coast 
Estuary. Colonial Waterbirds 5: 148-160. 

Burger, J. 1982. The Role of Reproductive Success in Colony-Site Selection and Abandonment in 
Black Skimmers (Rynchops niger). The Auk 99(1): 109-115. 

Davis, L. 1951. Fishing efficiency of the Black Skimmer. The Condor 53: 259. 
Dinsmore, S.J. 2008. Black Skimmer Nest Survival in Mississippi. Waterbirds 31(1): 24-29. 
Erwin, R.M. 1977. Black Skimmer Breeding Ecology and Behavior. The Auk 94(4): 709-717. 
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Erwin, R.M. 1977. Foraging and breeding adaptations to different food regimes in three seabirds: the 
Common Tern, Sterna hirundo, Royal Tern, Sterna maxima, and Black Skimmer, Rynchops niger. 
Ecology 58: 389-397. 

Erwin, R.M. 1979. Species interactions in a mixed colony of common terns (Sterna hirundo) and 
black skimmers (Rynchops niger). Animal Behaviour 27(4): 1054-1062. 

Favero, M. et al. 2001. Food and Feeding Biology of the Black Skimmer in Argentina: Evidence 
Supporting Offshore Feeding in Nonbreeding Areas. Waterbirds 24(3): 413-418. 

Grant, G.S. 1978. Foot-wetting and belly-soaking by incubating Gull-billed Terns and Black 
Skimmers. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. 75(1): 148-152. 

Grant, G.S. et al. 1984. Microclimate of gull-billed tern and black skimmer nests. The Condor 86(3): 
337-338. 

Howell, S.N.G. & Webb, S. 1992. Noteworthy bird observations from Baja California, Mexico. 
Western Birds 23: 153-163 (157). 

Klimaitis, J.F. & Moschione, F. 1984. Observaciones sobre nidificación asociada en Charadrius 
collaris, Sterna superciliaris y Rynchops nigra en el río Uruguay, Entre Ríos, Argentina 
[Observations of associated nesting of Collared Plover, Yellow-billed Tern and Black Skimmer on 
the River Uruguay]. El Hornero 12(3): 197-202. 

Krannitz, P.G. 1989. Nesting Biology of Black Skimmers, Large-Billed Terns, and Yellow-Billed Terns 
in Amazonian Brazil. Journal of Field Ornithology 60(2): 216-223. 

Mallach, T.J. & Leberg, P.L. 1999. Use of Dredged Material Substrates by Nesting Terns and Black 
Skimmers. The Journal of Wildlife Management 63(1): 137-146. 

Mariano-Jelicich, R. et al. 2003. Fish prey of the Black Skimmer Rynchops niger at Mar Chiquita, 
Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Marine Ornithology 31: 199-202. 

Mariano-Jelicich, R. et al. 2007. Sexual Dimorphism and Diet Segregation in the Black Skimmer 
Rynchops niger. Ardea 95(1): 115-124. 

Mellick, E. et al. 2007. Colonies of Four Species of Terns and the Black Skimmer in Western Mexico. 
Waterbirds 30(3): 358-366. 

Naves, L.C. & Vooren, C.M. 2006. Diet of Black Skimmers in Southern Brazil. Waterbirds 29(3): 335-
344. 

Palacios, E. & Alfaro, L. 1992. Occurrence of Black Skimmers in Baja California. Western Birds 23: 
173-176. 

Pettingill, O. 1937. Behavior of Black Skimmers at Cardwell Island, Virginia. The Auk 54: 237-244. 
Pius, S.M. & Leberg, P.L. 1998. The Protector Species Hypothesis: Do Black Skimmers Find Refuge 

from Predators in Gull-billed Tern Colonies? Ethology 104(4): 273-284. 
Pius, S.M. & Leberg, P.L. 2002. Experimental assessment of the influence of Gull-billed Terns on 

nest site choice of Black Skimmers. The Condor 104(1): 174-177. 
Potter, J. 1932. Fishing ability of the Black Skimmer (Rynchops nigra nigra). The Auk 49: 477. 
Rojas, L.M. et al. 1997. Diurnal and Nocturnal Visual Function in Two Tactile Foraging Waterbirds: 

The American White Ibis and the Black Skimmer. The Condor 99(1): 191-200. 
Ruiz-Guerra, C. et al. 2007. Noteworthy bird records from the southern Chocó of Colombia. Bulletin 

of the British Ornithologist' Club 127(4): 283-293 (288). 
Safina, C. & Burger, J. 1983. Effects of Human Disturbance on Reproductive Success in Black 

Skimmer. The Condor 85: 164-171. 
Schew, W.A. & Collins, C.T. 1990. Age and Sex Determination in Black Skimmer Chicks. Journal of 

Field Ornithology 61(2): 174-179. 
Schew, W.A. & Collins, C.T. 1991. Annual and within-year variability in growth patterns of Black 

Skimmer (Rynchops niger) chicks. Proceedings of the International Symposium on Marine Biology 
8: 87-94. 

Tomkins, I. 1951. Method of feeding of the Black Skimmer. The Auk 68: 236-239. 
Tuck, L.M. 1968. Laughing Gulls (Larus atricilla) and Black Skimmers (Rynchops nigra) brought to 

Newfoundland by hurricane. Bird Banding 39(3): 200-208. 
Tuck, L.M. 1968. Recent Newfoundland bird records. The Auk 85(2): 304-311 (307). 
White, D.H. et al. 1984. Reproductive success of Black Skimmers in Texas relative to environmental 

pollutants. Journal of Field Ornithology 55: 18-30. 
Withers, P.C. & Timko, P.L. 1977. The Significance of Ground Effect to the Aerodynamic Cost of 

Flight and Energetics of Black Skimmer. Journal of Experimental Biology 70: 13-26. 
Yancey, M.R. & Forys, E.A. 2010. Black Skimmers Feed When Light Levels are Low. Waterbirds 

33(4): 556-559. 
Zusi, R.L. & Bridge, D. 1981. On the Slit Pupil of the Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger). Journal of 

Field Ornithology 52(4): 338-340. 
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African Skimmer 
Rynchops flavirostris [Vieillot]. 
Major rivers and lakes of Africa S of the Sahara from Senegal E to Sudan & SW Ethiopia and S to 
extreme N Namibia, N Botswana, basin of R Zambezi & S Mozambique. Non-breeding: Area around 
the basin of the R Gambia and Egyptian stretches of the Nile. 
 
Aspinall, T. 2005. African Skimmers on the Okavango River, 2004. Babbler 46: 18-24. 
Attwell, R.I.G. 1959. The African Skimmer Rhynchops flavirostris: population counts and breeding in 

the Nsefu Game Reserve. Ostrich 30(2): 69-72. 
Coppinger, M.P. et al. 1988. Distribution and breeding biology of the African Skimmer on the Upper 

and Middle Zambezi River. Ostrich 59(3): 85-96. 
Hanmer, D.B. 1982. First record of the Africa Skimmer breeding in Malawi. Ostrich 53(3): 189-189. 
Modha, M.L. & Coe, M.J. 1969. Notes on the breeding of the African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 

on Central Island, Lake Rudolf. Ibis 111(4): 593-598. 
Pryce E. 2001. Notes on colonies of African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris on the Okavango River, 

2000. Babbler 39: 24-25. 
Roberts, G.R. 1976. Belly-soaking and chick transport in the African Skimmer. Ostrich 47: 126. 
Turner, D.A. & Gerhart, J. 1971. Foot-wetting by incubating African Skimmers Rynchops flavirostris. 

Ibis 113(2): 244. 
Tyler, S.J. 1998. An African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris in Gaborone. Babbler 34: 28. 
Tyler, S.J. 2004. The breeding and population status of the African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris in 
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Indian Skimmer 
Rynchops albicollis [Swainson]. 
R Indus (Pakistan) thru N & EC India to Assam, Bangladesh & R Irrawaddy (Myanmar) and R Mekong 
(Cambodia) and possibly Nepal & S Laos. Non-breeding: Some seasonal movement along rivers and 
possibly Bangladesh. 
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Gull-billed Tern 
Gelochelidon nilotica [Gmelin]. 
[G.n. nilotica] Europe S to Mauritania & Tunisia and E thru the Middle East, Kazakhstan & Indian 

Subcontinent to NW China. Non-breeding: NW & E Africa thru Persian Gulf to India. 
[G.n. affinis] Transbaikalia, Manchuria and Fuzhou & Hainan (E China). Non-breeding: Mainly SE 

Asia with some to N Australia.  
[G.n. macrotarsa] Sparsely throughout Australia & its offshore islands. Non-breeding: Highly nomadic. 
[G.n. aranea] New Jersey S to Florida and W along the Gulf coast to Texas and Great Inagua & 

Harbour Island (Bahamas), Cuba, Puerto Rico & Virgin Islands. Non-breeding: Coasts of C America 
S to Peru & Brazil. 

[G.n. vanrossemi] Salton Sea (California) S thru W Mexico along the coasts of Sonora & Sinaloa and 
probably islands in the Gulf of California. Non-breeding: S to Ecuador. 

[G.n. gronvoldi] Coast and river valleys of Cayenne (French Guiana), Bahia & Mexiana Islands in the 
mouth of the Amazon (E & SE Brazil) S to Uruguay & NE Argentina S to Buenos Aires.  

Birds breeding along the coasts of Ecuador and N Peru may be vanrossemi or gronvoldi or an, as yet, 
undescribed race.  
Note: G.n.affinis is a synonym of G.n. addenda. 
Other name: Van Rossem’s Gull-Billed Tern (vanrossemi). 
Adriaan Joseph van Rossem (1892-1949), American ornithologist and Curator of the Dickey 
Collection at UCLA from 1940 to 1949. 
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Caspian Tern 
Hydroprogne caspia [Pallas]. 
Locally from Washington (USA), NE Alberta, S Mackenzie & C Saskatchewan E to Newfoundland 
(Canada) and S to Baja California & Sinaloa (W Mexico), also Great Lakes region, NE New York and 
S along Atlantic coast to Florida & Gulf coast to Texas and locally in S Scandinavia, Baltic Sea & 
Estonia and Black Sea & Turkey to NW Iran, S Russia and Caspian Sea, Aral Sea, Kirghiz steppes to 
N Mongolia & S Siberia to coastal Liaoning to Kwantung (E China), Taiwan, Hainan, Mekong Delta 
(Vietnam) and Tunisia, Mauritania, Senegambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Sudan, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, N Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Angola, 
South Africa, Madagascar, Comores, Aldabra Atoll & Seychelles and Red Sea & Persian Gulf E to 
Sind (Pakistan) & Sri Lanka and Australia & New Zealand. Non-breeding: Disperses widely. 
Other name: Taranui (Maori). 
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Royal Tern 
Thalasseus maximus [Boddaert]. 
[T.m. maximus] S California & Maryland S to Texas. West Indies to Guianas. Non-breeding: S to 

Peru, Uruguay & Argentina. 
[T.m. albididorsalis] Mauritania to Guinea. Non-breeding: S to Namibia.  
1st WP Record (T.m. maximus): [immature] 24th November 1979. Kenfig Pool, Mid Glamorgan, 
Wales. S.J. Moon (Moon 1983). 
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Thalasseus bengalensis [Lesson]. 
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Aldabra Atoll, Seychelles & Sri Lanka. 
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[T.b. torresii] Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean coast of Pakistan, Maldives & Laccadive Islands E to the 

Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java & Sulawesi to New Guinea, Aru Islands (E Indonesia) and Bedout 
& Adele Island (W Australia) to Capricorn & Bunker group of islands (S Great Barrier Reef). Non-
breeding: N Indian Ocean & SW Pacific. 
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Chinese Crested Tern 
Thalasseus bernsteini [Schlegel]. 
Matsu Islands (7’ off the coast of Fukien Province, E China in the Taiwan Strait. These islands are  
administered by Taiwan) and Jiushan Islands (Hangzhou Harbour, Zhejiang Province, E China) and 
Wuzhishan Islands (Zhoushan City, Zhejiang Province, E China). During the breeding season also 
recorded from Fukien N to Shandong Province near Tsingtao and Mukuan Tao on the coast of E 
China. Non-breeding: S to the Philippines, peninsular Thailand, Borneo & the Moluccas and probably 
islands in eastern Indonesia.  
Presumed to be extinct until four adults and four chicks were found by Liang Chieh-teh in 2000 among 
a Crested Tern colony on Matsu Island in the Taiwan Strait. The total world population is probably 
counted in the tens. 
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Sandwich Tern 
Thalasseus sandvicensis [Latham]. 
Ireland, Britain & S Scandinavia S to the Mediterranean and E to the Black Sea & Caspian Sea. Non-
breeding: Caspian Sea, Black Sea & Mediterranean S to coasts of W & S Africa and S Red Sea to 
NW India & Sri Lanka. 
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Little Tern 
Sternula albifrons [Pallas]. 
[S.a. albifrons] Ireland, Britain & S Scandinavia across C & SE Russia, W Siberia & W Mongolia and 

S to the Mediterranean basin and coast of N Africa & the Persian Gulf and Turkey E to NE India, 
Nepal, Myanmar & islands off Sumatra & Java. It is also possible this is the form at Lake Turkana, 
Kenya and the Seychelles, Comoro Islands & Sri Lanka. Non-breeding: Coasts of N & W Africa E to 
NW India.  

[S.a. guineae] Ghana, Nigeria and Chad to Gabon. It is also possible this is the form in Mauritania & 
Senegambia.  

[S.a. sinensis] SE Russia, China, Japan, SE Asia, Philippines & New Guinea. It is also possible this is 
the form in Saipan (Micronesia) E to Hawaii and New Britain & surrounding waters, N & E Australia 
& E Tasmania. Non-breeding: N populations mostly move S to Malaysia.  

The proposed forms innominata & pusilla are included with S.a. albifrons. 
The proposed form placens is included with S.a. sinensis. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna albifrons. 
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Saunders's Tern 
Sternula saundersi [Hume]. 
Fragmented and local throughout Red Sea S along the coast to Djibouti & Somalia and Persian Gulf, 
Iran, Pakistan, NW India and Addu Atoll (Maldives) & Amirante Islands (Seychelles). Non-breeding: 
Red Sea S to Tanzania & Madagascar and E to India & the Malay peninsula. 
Other name: Black-shafted Tern. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna saundersi. 
Howard Saunders (1835-1907), British ornithologist and Secretary of the BOU from 1901 to 1907. 
He was co-editor of the fifth and seventh volumes of 'Ibis'. 
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Least Tern 
Sternula antillarum [Lesson]. 
[S.a.antillarum] Bermuda and Maine S to Texas, Honduras and S thru Caribbean to N Venezuela. 

Non-breeding: S to Bahia (N Brazil). 
[S.a. athalassos] Inland rivers of the N Great Plains in E Montana, SC North Dakota, W Iowa, SW 

Missouri, NW Indiana, C Kentucky, NW Ohio S to C New Mexico, SE Colorado, W Kansas, C 
Oklahoma, NE Texas, NC Louisiana & W Tennessee. Non-breeding: S to Bahia (N Brazil). 

[S.a. browni] San Francisco Bay S to Baja and Sonora & Sinaloa (W Mexico). Non-breeding: Central 
America. 

Treated as monotypic by Draheim et al. 2010. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna antillarum. 
1st WP Record: [adult] 8th June 1983. Rye Harbour Nature Reserve, East Sussex, England (Yates & 
Taffs 1990, Yates 2010). This individual returned annually until 1992 and during that period acquired 
the nickname 'Squeaker'. 
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Yellow-billed Tern 
Sternula superciliaris [Vieillot]. 
Colombia & Venezuela E to Guyana, Surinam & Guiana and thru the Amazon Basin of Bahia (N 
Brazil) to N & E Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay & NE Argentina and S to the Rio de la Plata & NE 
Buenos Aires. Non-breeing: Probably following river courses to the coasts of South America.  
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna superciliaris. 
Other name: Amazon Tern. 
 
Bugoni, L. & Vooren, C.M. 2005. Distribution and abundance of six tern species in southern Brazil. 

Waterbirds 28: 110-119. 
Escalante, R. 1970. The Yellow-billed Tern (Sterna superciliaris) in Uruguay. The Auk 87(3): 574-

577. 
Klimaitis, J.F. & Moschione, F. 1984. Observaciones sobre nidificación asociada en Charadrius 

collaris, Sterna superciliaris y Rynchops nigra en el río Uruguay, Entre Ríos, Argentina 
[Observations of associated nesting of Collared Plover, Yellow-billed Tern and Black Skimmer on 
the River Uruguay]. El Hornero 12(3): 197-202. 

Krannitz, P.G. 1989. Nesting Biology of Black Skimmers, Large-Billed Terns, and Yellow-Billed Terns 
in Amazonian Brazil. Journal of Field Ornithology 60(2): 216-223. 

 
Peruvian Tern 
Sternula lorata [Philippi & Landbeck]. 
Gulf of Guayaquil (Ecuador) S to Peru & N Chile in the Humboldt Current. Non-breeding: Not fully 
established. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna antillarum. 
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Fairy Tern 
Sternula nereis [Gould]. 
[S.n. nereis] Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria & Tasmania. 
[S.n. davisae] North Island, New Zealand. 
[S.n. exsul] New Caledonia (SW Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Some of populations in Tasmania & W Australia move N.  
The proposed form horni is included with S.n. nereis. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna neris. 
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Damara Tern 
Sternula balaenarum [Strickland]. 
Cabinda, N Angola, Namibia and SW & S South Africa. Non-breeding: Disperses N to coastal waters 
off DR Congo, Congo, Gabon, Cameroon, Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana & Côte d'Ivoire. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna balaenarum. 
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Aleutian Tern 
Onychoprion aleuticus [Baird]. 
Hokkaido (Japan) and Sakhalin Island N thru the Sea of Okhotsk & Kamchatka to the Bering Sea, 
Chukchi Sea and Cape Krusenstern & Kotzebue Sound (N Alaska) S to Aleutian Islands as far W as 
Attu and E to Copper River Delta, Dry Bay & Kodiak Island (Alaska). Non-breeding: Not fully 
established but some to vicinity of South China Sea. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna aleutica. 
1st WP Record: [adult] 28th May 1979. Farne Islands, Northumberland, England. R. Heywood. 
Remained until the following day (Dixey et al. 1981).  
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Grey-backed Tern 
Onychoprion lunatus [Peale]. 
Guguan & Anatahan (North Mariana Islands, W Pacific) E to Wake Island (NW Pacific), N Marshall 
Islands (NC Pacific) & Johnston Atoll (N Pacific) and Kure E to Kaula & Moku Manu (Hawaiian 
Islands) and S thru the Line Islands & Phoenix Islands (Kiribati, C Pacific) to Fiji and E to Austral 
Islands & Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia). Possibly Samoa & Society Islands (SC Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Disperses W to N Moluccas. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna lunata. 
Other name: Spectacled Tern. 
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Onychoprion anaethetus [Scopoli]. 
[O.a. anaethetus] S Ryukyu Island (Japan region) & Taiwan S thru the Philippines & Indonesia to 

Australia and Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea, Australia region). 
[O.a. melanopterus] West Indies, Belize & islands off N Venezuela and W Africa. 
[O.a. antarcticus] Red Sea, E Africa, Madagascar, Aldabra Atoll, Seychelles & Mascarene Islands thru 

Persian Gulf, Arabian Sea & Maldives to W India & Andaman Islands (Bay of Bengal). 
[O.a. nelsoni] W coast of Mexico & Central America.  
Non-breeding: Not fully established, presumed disperses to sea. 
The proposed forms recognita and fuligula are included with O.a. antarcticus. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna anaethetus.  
Other name: Brown-winged Tern. 
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Sooty Tern 
Onychoprion fuscatus [Linnaeus]. 
[O.f. fuscatus] Islands off the coast of E USA from North Carolina S to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico 

W to Texas & E Mexico off the Yucatan peninsula and Belize to islands off N South America and S 
to NE Bahia (N Brazil) and islands off W Africa from Senegambia to the Gulf of Guinea including 
Príncipe and Ascension Island & St. Helena (S Atlantic). 

[O.f. nubilosus] S Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean E to Ryukyu Islands (Japan region) and 
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[O.f. serratus] New Guinea, W & N Australia & New Caledonia E thru S Pacific to Easter Island and 
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[O.f. oahuensis] Bonin or Ogasawara Islands, Marcus Atoll & Wake Island (NW Pacific) and Kure E to 
Moku Manu & anana (Hawaiian Islands) S thru C Pacific to Kiritimati (Line Islands). 

[O.f. crissalis] Islands off W Mexico & Central America S to Galapágos Islands. 
[O.f. luctuosus] Juan Fernández Islands (SE Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Disperses to sea. 
The proposed form kermadeci is included with serratus.  
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna fuscata. 
Other name: Wideawake Tern. 
 
Alexander, H.G. 1935. Notes: Sooty Tern seen in Kent. British Birds 29(6): 187. 
Ash, J.S. & Karani, A.A. 1981. Roseate and Sooty Terns Sterna dougallii and fuscata breeding on 

islets in southern Somalia. Scopus 5: 22-27. 
Ashmole, N.P. 1963. The biology of the Wideawake or Sooty Tern on Ascension Island. Ibis 103: 

297-364. 
Bailey, E.E. et al. 1987. Abrasion and loss of bands from Dry Tortugas Sooty Terns. Journal of Field 

Ornithology 58: 413-424. 
Blockley, F. 2018. Some enchanted evening. Sooty Tern: Brownsman Island, Northumberland, 7 July 

2018. Birdwatch 314: 10. 
Bot, S. & Ouwehand, J. 2012. Sooty Tern in The Gambia in August 2006. Dutch Birding 34(3): 171-

172. 
Brown, W.Y. 1975. Parental Feeding of Young Sooty Terns (Sterna fuscata (L.)) and Brown Noddies 

(Anous stolidus (L.)) in Hawaii. Journal of Animal Ecology 44(3): 731-742. 
Brown, W.Y. 1976. Egg specific gravity and incubation in the Sooty Tern and Brown Noddy. The Auk 

93(2): 371-374. 
Brown, W.Y. 1976. Growth and Fledging Age of Sooty Tern Chicks. The Auk 93(1): 179-183. 
Buden, D.W. 2008. The birds of Nauru. Notornis 55(1): 8-19. 
Burger, J. et al. 2001. Metals in Feathers of Sooty Tern, White Tern, Gray-Backed Tern, and Brown 

Noddy from Islands in the North Pacific. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 71(1): 71-89. 
Chiba, H. et al. 2007. The Distribution of Seabirds in the Bonin Islands, Southern Japan. Journal of 

the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 39(1): 1-17. 
Cossee, R.O. 1995. New Zealand-banded Sooty Tern (Sterna fuscata) breeds in the Seychelles. 

Notornis 42(4): 280. 
Crossin, R.S. & Huber, L.N. 1970. Sooty Tern egg predation by Ruddy Turnstones. The Condor 72: 

372-373. 
Curry, B. 1996. Hurricane Fran: September 1996. Birders Journal 5(6): 283-297 (291). 
Davies, A. 2005. The Sooty Tern on Anglesey. Birding World 18(7): 282-288. 



38  

Dunlop, J.N. & Jenkins, J. 1992. Known-age birds at a subtropical breeding colony of the Bridled 
Tern Sterna anaethetus: a comparison with the Sooty Tern. Colonial Waterbirds 15(1): 75-82. 

Dunlop, J.N. et al. 1988. Observations on the marine distribution of tropicbirds, Sooty and Bridled 
Terns, and gadfly petrels from the eastern Indian Ocean. Ocean Records of Western Australian 
Museum 14: 237-247. 

Eds. 2005. Pigeonhole: Sooty Terns breeding in the Western Palearctic. Birding World 18(8): 352. 
Erwin, C.A. & Congdon, B.C. 2007. Day-to-day variation in sea-surface temperature reduces sooty 

tern Sterna fuscata foraging success on the Great Barrier Reef, Australia. Marine Ecology 
Progress Series 331: 255-266. 

Feare, C. 2011. Home and away: Bird Island, Seychelles - seabirds and migrants. Birding World 
24(2): 81-83. 

Feare, C.J. & Doherty Jr., P.F. 2004. Survival estimates of adult sooty terns Sterna fuscata from Bird 
Island, Seychelles. Ibis 146: 475-480. 

Feare, C.J. 1975. Post-fledgling care in Crested and Sooty terns. The Condor 77(3): 368-370. 
Feare, C.J. 1976. The breeding of the Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata in the Seychelles and the effects of 

experimental removal of its eggs. Journal of Zoology 179(3): 317-360. 
Feare, C.J. 1976. The exploitation of sooty tern eggs in the Seychelles. Biological Conservation 

10(3): 169-181. 
Gibson, J.D. & Sefton, A.R. 1958. The Sooty Tern - NSW records. Emu 58: 63-64. 
Harrison, C.S. 1988. Hawaii’s Outer Limits – Seabirds of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. Birder’s 

World 2(4): 17-21. 
Hughes, B.J. 1997. Monitoring the sooty tern population on Ascension Island. The Adjutant, Journal 

of the Army Ornithological Society 26: 10-11. 
Hughes, B.J. et al. 2010. Sooty Terns Onychoprion fuscatus on Ascension Island in the south 

Atlantic are a reproductively isolated population. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia 18(3): 194-198. 
Hughes, B.J. et al. 2012. Estimate of Sooty Tern population size following cat eradication on 

Ascension Island, central Atlantic. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 19(2): 166-171. 
Jalava, J. 1996. Sooty Tern on Lake Ontario. Birders Journal 5(5): 234-235.  
Jaquemet, S. 2010. Postfledging parental care and unexpected foraging behaviour of juvenile Sooty 

Terns Onychoprion fuscata in the southern Mozambique Channel. Ostrich 81(3): 271-272. 
Jaquemet, S. et al. 2007. Ocean control of the breeding regime of the sooty terns in the South-West 

Indian Ocean. Deep Sea Research 54(1): 130-142. 
Jaquemet, S. et al. 2008. Comparative foraging ecology and ecological niche of a superabundant 

tropical seabird: the sooty tern Sterna fuscata in the southwest Indian Ocean. Marine Biology 
155(5): 505-520. 

Kromer, J-L. 1998: A Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata breeding colony off northern Mozambique. Bird 
Numbers 7(3): 6-7. 

Lambert, K. 2005. The spatial and seasonal occurrence of seabirds (Aves) off southern Mozambique. 
Durban Museum Novitates 30: 45-60 (57). 

Lithner, S. 1983. Notes: Identification of Sooty and Bridled Terns. British Birds 76(8): 348-349. 
McGowan, A. et al. 2008. Seabird populations of the Chagos Archipelago, Indian Ocean: an 

evaluation of IBA sites. Oryx 42(3): 424-429. 
Papps, S. 2005. Sooty show on tour. Sooty Tern: Wales and Ireland, July and August 2005. 

Birdwatch 159: 64. 
Peck, D.R. & Congdon, B.C. 2004. Reconciling historical processes and population structure in the 

sooty tern Sterna fuscata. Journal of Avian Biology 35(4): 327-335. 
Peck, D.R. et al. 2008. Feral cat diet and impact on sooty terns at Juan de NovaIsland, Mozambique 

Channel. Animal Conservation 11: 65-74. 
Prater, T. 2012. Important Bird Areas: St. Helena. British Birds 105(11): 638-653 (645). 
Ratcliffe, N. et al. 1999. The population status of Sooty Terns Sterna fuscata on Ascension Island. 

Atlantic Seabirds 1: 159-168. 
Roselaar, C.S. & Aliabadian, M. 2009. Review of rare birds in Iran, 1860s-1960s. Podoces 4(1): 1-

27 (13). 
Sangster, G. et al. 2007. Taxonomic recommendations for British birds: Fourth report. Ibis 149: 853-

857. 
Scott, D.A. 2008. Rare birds in Iran in the late 1960s and 1970s. Podoces 3(1-2): 1-30 (14). 
Sefton, A.R. 1958. The Sooty Tern - N.S.W. records. Emu 58: 63-64. 
Shaw, D. 2005. Sooty Tern sweeps into Wales. Sooty Tern: Anglesey, from 5 July 2005. Birdwatch 

158: 61. 



39  

Shivashankar, M. et al. 2011. A note on pelagic bird sightings off the Mulki coast of southern India. 
Indian Birds 7(3): 70-71. 

Steadman, D.W. et al. 1990. Extinction, Biogeography, and Human Exploitation of Birds on Tikopia 
and Anuta, Polynesian Outliers in the Solomon Islands. Bishop Museum Occasional Papers 30: 
118-153 (131). 

Surman, C. A. & Nicholson, L.W. 2009. The good, the bad and the ugly: ENSO-driven 
oceanographic variability and its influence on seabird diet and reproductive performance at the 
Houtman Abrolhos, Eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ornithology 37: 129-138. 

Surman, C.A. & Wooller, R.D. 2003. Comparative foraging ecology of five sympatric terns at a sub-
tropical island in the eastern Indian Ocean. Journal of Zoology 259(3): 219-230. 

Surman, C.A. et al. 2012. Effects of climate variability on breeding  phenology and performance of  
tropical seabirds in the eastern Indian Ocean. Marine Ecology Progress Series 454: 147-157. 

Thibault, J-C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 
influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 

van den Broek, B. & Ebels, E.B. 2012. Bonte Stern langs Maasvlakte in augustus 2012 [Sooty Tern 
at Maasvlakte in August 2012]. Dutch Birding 34(5): 302-305. 

Wing, J.S. 1935. Notes: Sooty Tern in Norfolk. British Birds 29(6): 187. 
 
River Tern 
Sterna aurantia [J.E. Gray]. 
Along some inland rivers in Iran, E Pakistan, Nepal & India to Myanmar, Yunnan (SW China), 
Cambodia, Thailand and the Mekong Delta (Vietnam). Non-breeding: Largely sedentary with some 
birds moving to the coasts of SE Asia. 
Other name: Indian River Tern 
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Roseate Tern 
Sterna dougallii [Montagu]. 
[S.d. dougallii] Nova Scotia to New York & Florida and S thru the Gulf of Honduras & West Indies to 

islands off N Venezuela and the Azores & NW Europe and S Somalia to Tanzania and S Cape 
Province (South Africa).  

[S.d. arideensis] Seychelles S to Madagascar and E to Rodrigues Island (Mascarene Islands). 
[S.d. korustes] Sri Lanka, Andaman Islands & Mergui Archipelago (off SW Myanmar). 
[S.d. bangsi] Arabian Sea, Ryukyu Islands (Japan region), coastal China & Taiwan S to Greater 

Sundas and E to S New Guinea, Solomon Islands, New Caledonia and possibly Fiji. It is also 
possible this is the form on Cocos (Keeling) Islands (SE Indian Ocean). 

[S.d. gracilis] The Moluccas (C Indonesia) and Abrolhos Islands & Carnarvon Harbor (W Australia) 
and Northern Territory (Australia) E & S to Lady Elliot Island (Queensland, Australia).  

Non-breeding: American populations possibly S to the N coast of South America and E Atlantic birds 
S to coasts of tropical W Africa between Guinea & Gabon mainly. 
Dr. Peter McDougall (1777-1814), Scottish doctor who discovered the tern breeding in the Firth of 
Clyde in 1812. 
Outram Bangs (1863-1932), American zoologist and collector. 
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Sterna hirundo [Linnaeus]. 
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Antarctic Tern 
Sterna vittata [Gmelin]. 
[S.v. vittata] Prince Edward Island, Marion Island, Crozet Islands, Bouvet Island, Kerguelen Island 

(Indian Ocean). It is also possible this is the form on Heard Island (S Indian Ocean). 
[S.v. tristanensis] Tristan da Cunha & Gough Island (S Atlantic). 
[S.v. sanctipauli] Amsterdam Island & St. Paul Island (S Indian Ocean). 
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The proposed form macquariensis is included with S.v. bethunei. 
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Kerguelen Tern 
Sterna virgata [Cabanis]. 
[S.v. virgata] Prince Edward Island, Marion Islands & Crozet Islands (S Indian Ocean). 
[S.v. mercuri] Kerguelen & Heard Island (S Indian Ocean). 
Non-breeding: Sedentary. 
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Sterna forsteri [Nuttall]. 
British Columbia S to C Californian coast and E to S Ontario, Great Lakes & N Indiana and Long 
Island S to North Carolina and coast of Gulf of Mexico from Alabama to Tamaulipas (NE Mexico). 
Non-breeding: S California S to Panama and North Carolina S to Gulf of Honduras. 
Johann Reinhold Forster (1729-1798), a clergyman from Danzig who accompanied Cook as 
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1st WP Record: [♂] 22nd October 1959. Heimaey, Vestmannaeyjar (Westman Islands), Iceland. 
Sigurður V. Jónatansson. Taken (BWP 4). 
 
Alfrey, P. 2005. American vagrants on the Island of Corvo, Azores, in October 2005. Birding World 

18(11): 465-474 (472). 
Barthel, P.H. & Mullarney, K. 1991. Die Unterscheidung von Fluß- Sterna hirundo und 

Küstenseeschwalbe S. paradisaea mit Anmerkungen zur Forster- S. forsteri und 
Rosenseeschwalbe S. dougallii [Identification of Common Sterna hirundo and Arctic Tern S. 
paradisaea with some notes on Forster’s S. forsteri and Roseate Tern S. dougallii]. Limicola 5(1): 
1-33. 

Bergman, R.D. et al. 1970. A Comparative Study of Nesting Forster's and Black Terns. The Wilson 
Bulletin 82(4): 435-444. 

Bluso-Demers, J.D. et al. 2010. Colony attendance patterns by mated Forster’s Terns Sterna forsteri 
using an automated data-logging receiver system. Ardea 98(1): 59-65. 

Cave, B. 1982. Forster’s Tern: new to Britain and Ireland. British Birds 75(2): 55-61. 
Cave, B. Forster’s Tern in Cornwall, pp. 248-251. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 1982. 

Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 



54  

Cuthbert, F.J. 1993. The Forster's Tern in Minnesota: status, distribution, and reproductive success. 
The Wilson Bulletin 105(1): 184-187. 

Doherty, P. 1989. Solution to the Quizbird: Forster’s Tern. Birding World 2(4): 149-150. 
Eds. 2017. An east coast Forster’s Tern on tour. Forster’s Tern: Mistley, Essex, Felixstowe, Suffolk, 

and Seabrook, Kent, 19-26 November 2016. Birdwatch 295: 12-13. 
Forrester, R.W. 1998. Amendments to the Scottish List. Scottish Birds 19(5): 259-261 (259). 
Gordan, P.R. et al. 1986. Notes: Arctic Tern with head-pattern resembling that of Forster’s Tern. 

British Birds 79(10): 504-506. 
Hall, J.A. 1989. Aspects of Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) Reproduction on Cobblestone Islands in 

Southcentral Washington. Northwest Science 63(3): 90-95.  
Hoffman, D.J. et al. 2011. Oxidative stress response of Forster's terns (Sterna forsteri) and Caspian 

terns (Hydroprogne caspia) to mercury and selenium bioaccumulation in liver, kidney, and brain. 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 30(4): 920-929. 

Hough, J. 1992. 3rd Six-in-a-row Quizbird No. 5 solution: Forster’s Tern. Birding World 5(6): 238-239. 
Howell, S.N.G. & Webb, S. 1992. Noteworthy bird observations from Baja California, Mexico. 

Western Birds 23: 153-163 (157). 
Jackson, B. 2003. Reports: Terns on west coast tour. Birdwatch 129: 51. 
Kaufman, K. 1983. Letters: Tail moult of Forster’s Tern. British Birds 76(8): 357. 
Kubiak, T.J. et al. 1989. Microcontaminants and reproductive impairment of the Forster's Tern on 

Green Bay, Lake Michigan-1983. Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 18(5): 
706-727. 

Leopold, M. 2016. Forsters Stern op Texel [Forster’s Tern on Texel]. Dutch Birding 38(4): 263-264. 
Madge, S.C. & Madge, P.S. 1983. Notes: Forster’s Tern in Cornwall. British Birds 76(12): 576-578. 
Mellick, E. et al. 2007. Colonies of Four Species of Terns and the Black Skimmer in Western Mexico. 

Waterbirds 30(3): 358-366. 
Ovaa, A.H. 1987. Forsters Stern bij Ritthem in november 1986 [Forster’s Tern at Ritthem in 

November 1986]. Dutch Birding 9(4): 158-161. 
Papps, S. 2001. Another Welsh tern-up, Forster's Tern in North Wales. Birdwatch 104: 50. 
Salt, G.W. & Willard, D.E. 1971. The Hunting Behavior and Success of Forster's Tern. Ecology 52(6): 

989-998. 
Schreffler, L. et al. 2010. Costs and Benefits of Foraging Alone or in Mixed-Species Aggregations for 

Forster's Terns. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 122(1): 95-101. 
Storey, A.E. 1987. Adaptations for marsh nesting in common and Forster's terns. Canadian Journal 

of Zoology 66(6): 1417-1420. 
Strong, C.M. et al. 2004. Forster's Tern, Caspian Tern, and California Gull Colonies in San Francisco 

Bay: Habitat Use, Numbers and Trends, 1982-2003. Waterbirds 27(4): 411-423. 
van Meerkerk, P. 1998. Forsters Stern te Kinderdijk in januari 1995 [Forster’s Tern at Kinderdijk in 

January 1995]. Dutch Birding 20(6): 285-286. 
van Winden, E. & Ebels, E.B. 2002. Forsters Stern op Terschelling in november 1999 [Forster’s Tern 

on Terschelling in November 1999]. Dutch Birding 24(4): 218-220. 
Vinicombe, K. 2001. Identification matters: Behind the mask. Birdwatch 105: 24-27. 
Wraithmell, A. 2005. Autumn migration at Cape May. Alula 11(4): 172-179 (177). 
 
Trudeau’s Tern 
Sterna trudeaui [Audubon]. 
Coast and interior of South America from SE Brazil & Uruguay S to Patagonia and Aconcagua to the 
Rio Cruces Sanctuary in Llanquihue Province (Chile). Non-breeding: Disperses to the coasts of South 
America as far N as S Peru and Rio de Janeiro.  
Other name: Snowy-crowned Tern. 
James de Berty Trudeau (1817-1887), artist, physician, collector and one time Confederate Army 
general.  
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Black-bellied Tern 
Sterna acuticauda [J.E. Gray]. 
R Indus (Pakistan), Nepal & most of India E to W Yunnan (SW China) and S thru Myanmar, N 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia & S Vietnam. Non-breeding: Sedentary. 
 
Aarif, K.M. et al. 2010. Distribution of the Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda Gray in Kerala, South 

India. Podoces 5(1): 69-70. 
Barua, M. & Sharma, P. 1999. Birds of Kaziranga National Park, India. Forktail 15: 47-60 (49). 
Chowdhury, S.U. et al. 2014. A survey for Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda and other riverine 

birds on the Jamuna and Padma rivers in Bangladesh. Forktail 30: 84-89. 
Eldhose, K.V. et al. 2002. Nesting of Black-bellied Tern. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 42(6): 122-123.  
Gottschling, M. 2011. Home and away: The Chambal River Safari, India. Birding World 24(2): 78-80. 
Gururaja, K.V. 1994. Black-bellied Tern in Shimoga city. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 34(5): 115. 
Kar, T. et al. 2018. Breeding reports and conservation implications of the endangered Black-bellied 

Tern Sterna acuticauda J.E. Gray, 1831 (Aves: Charadriiformes: Laridae) in Odisha, eastern 
India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 10(13): 12840-12843. 

Jansen, J.J.F.J. 2005. Black-bellied Tern at Krabi, Thailand, in April 2003. Dutch Birding 27(3): 202-
203. 

Jha, S. 2006. Records of some rare birds from Farakka Barrage (West Bengal, India). Indian Birds 
2(4): 106. 

Kylänpää, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan. 
Forktail 16: 15-28 (20). 

Mundkur, T. 1988. Time to pull the alarm!! - for the black-bellied tern. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 
28(9-10): 6-7. 

Neelakantan, K.K. 1953. Strange habit of Terns breeding on Godavari sand-flats. Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society 51(3): 740-741. 

Palei, H.S. & Mohapatra, P.P. 2011. Sighting of Black-bellied Tern in Samal reservoir of Angul 
district, Odisha. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 51: 61. 

Palei, H.S. 2015. Endangered Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda Gray 1932 in Odisha needs 
conservation attention. Zoos' Print Journal 10: 4. 

Ravindran, P.K. 1994. Recent sighting of Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda J.E. Gray in Kerala. 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 91(2): 318. 

Singh, A.P. 2000. Birds of lower Garhwal Himalayas: Dehra Dun valley and neighbouring hills. 
Forktail 16: 101-123 (102). 

Sykes, B. 2010. River terns: is the Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda heading to oblivion? 
BirdingASIA 13: 73. 

Thompson, P.M. et al. 2014. Notable bird records from Bangladesh from July 2002 to July 2013. 
Forktail 30: 50-65 (55). 

Urfi, A.J. 2003. The birds of Okhla barrage bird sanctuary, Delhi, India. Forktail 19: 39-50 (41). 
 
Black-fronted Tern 
Chlidonias albostriatus [G.R. Gray]. 
Interior parts of South Island, New Zealand. Non-breeding: Disperses to coasts of South Island & S 
North Island (New Zealand). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Sterna albostriatus. 
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Whiskered Tern 
Chlidonias hybrida [Pallas]. 
[C.h. hybrida] C France, Biebrza Marsh (Poland), Senne (W Slovakia), Hortobagy National Park 

(Hungary), Ukraine, Volga-Ural steppes, Kazakhstan, Aral Sea, Turkestan, Kirghiz steppes to S 
Siberia, C & S China & Taiwan and E thru Turkey to Iraq & E Iran to N & C India & Indochina and S 
to Mediterranean and Morocco to Tunisia and Mali. Non-breeding: E & W Africa and Malaysia to 
Indonesia.  

[C.h. delalandii] Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia & SW Cape 
Province (South Africa) and Madagascar. 

[C.h. javanicus] Java, Togian Islands (Sulawesi), Moluccas & New Guinea and Australia & Tasmania. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 to consist of six races: hybridus, swinhoei, indicus, javanicus, sclateri 
& fluviatlis.   
Other name: Marsh Tern. 
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White-winged Black Tern 
Chlidonias leucopterus [Temminck]. 
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