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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Sylvia warbler’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to 
Tom Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive 
feedback. All images © the photographer. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).  
 
Final Version  
Version 2.10 (January 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Subalpine Warbler. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 18th April 2009. Tom 
Shevlin. 
Vignette: Whitethroat. Ring Marsh, Our Lady’s Island Lake, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 29th May 2010. 
Tom Shevlin. 
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Blackcap 
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[S.a. dammholzi] Caucasus & Transcaucasia S to N Iran. Winters Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Zaire & NE Zambia. 
[S.a. pauluccii] WC Mediterranean. 
[S.a. heineken] S Iberia, NW Africa and Madeira & Canary Islands. 
[S.a. gularis] Cape Verde Islands & the Azores. 
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Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca [Linnaeus]. 
[S.c. curruca] Europe to W Siberia and S to Asia Minor & N Iran. Winters NE & E Africa and S Arabian 
Peninsula. 
[S.c. blythi] NC Siberia & N Kazakhstan to N Mongolia & NE China. Winters S Asia. 
[S.c. halimodendri] SE Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan & Turkmenistan to NW Mongolia. Winters SW 
Asia. 
The proposed form caucasica is included with S.c. curruca. 
The proposed form telengitica is included with S.c. halimodendri. 
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Lesser Whitethroat Allospecies 
 

Desert Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia minula [Hume]. 
[S.m. minula] SE Kazakhstan & Turkmenistan E to Xinjiang (W China) and possibly E Iran & W 
Afghanistan. Winters Arabia E to NW India. 
[S.m. margelanica] Mountain ranges from Qaidam Pendi (Qinghai, China) N to SW Gobi and W to 
Lop-Nor Salt Marshes (China). Winters Pakistan, NW India & Iran. 
The proposed form jaxartica is included with S.m. minula. 
Other name: Small Whitethroat, Margelanic Lesser Whitethroat (margelanica). 
 

Mountain Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia althaea [Hume]. 
Karatau Mts (S Kazakhstan) E to SW & C Tien Shan and S thru mountains to NW Himalayas, 
Afghanistan, SE Iran & W Pakistan. Winters S Iran E to S India & Sri Lanka and probably S 
Afghanistan, S Iraq & SE Arabian peninsula. 
The proposed form monticola is included with S. althaea. 
Other name: Hume’s Whitethroat. 
Allan Octavian Hume (1829-1912), English theosophist, poet and writer on Indian birds who became 
known as the 'Father of Indian Ornithology'. He was one of the founders of the Indian National 
Congress. 
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Western Orphean Warbler 
Sylvia hortensis [J.F. Gmelin]. 
[S.h. hortensis] SW & S Europe E to Switzerland & Italy and SW Morocco E to Libya. Winters Senegal 
E to Niger & Chad. 
[S.h. cyrenaicae] NE Libya. 
In Greek mythology, Orpheus was the son of Oeagrus and the Muse Calliope, who was renowned as 
a musician, poet and prophet. Temminck had previously assigned Sylvia orphea to this species and 
Gould derived the vernacular name from this. 
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Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis [Latham]. 
[S.c. communis] W Europe E to N European Russia & Ukraine, N Turkey and NW Africa. Winters 
mainly W & C Africa. 
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[S.c. icterops] Turkey, the Levant, Caucasus, Transcaucasia & N Iran E to Turkmenistan. Winters E & 
S Africa. 
[S.c. rubicola] Russian Altai S to SE Uzbekistan and E to N Mongolia & S Transbaikalia (all C Asian 
mountain regions). Winters E & S Africa. 
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Dartford Warbler 
Sylvia undata [Boddaert]. 
[S.u. undata] S France, Iberian peninsula, Menorca and locally in N Mallorca (Balearic Islands), 
Corsica, Sardinia, Scilly & Italy. 
[S.u. toni] NE Morocco E to N Tunisia and possibly S Iberia. Winters S to the northern edge of the 
Sahara. 
[S.u. dartfordiensis] S England, W France, NW Spain & N Portugal. 
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Sylvia subalpina [Temminck]. 
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Sardinian Warbler 
Sylvia melanocephala [J.F. Gmelin]. 
[S.m. melanocephala] NW Africa, Iberia & Mediterranean basin E to W Turkey. Winters S to N 
Senegal, S Algeria & N Niger. 
[S.m. leucogastra] Canary Islands. 
[S.m. valverdei] Tiznit (S Morocco) S to C Western Sahara (Tropic of Cancer) and E to the edge of the 
Sahara. 
[S.m. momus] The Levant. Winters S to N Sudan with some altitudinal movement also. 
[S.m. norrisae] Formerly Faiyum (Egypt). Extinct since about 1940.  
The proposed form pasiphae is included with S.m. melanocephala. 
The extinct form norrisae was possibly a localised morph of S.m. momus. 
Other name: Fayyum Warbler (norrisae). 
 
Bas, J.M. et al. 2005. Home range and territory of the Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala in 

Mediterranean shrubland. Bird Study 52(2): 137-144. 
Bas, J.M. et al. 2007. Daily activity of the Sardinian warbler Sylvia melanocephala in the breeding 

season. Ardeola 54(2): 335-338. 
Bensusan, K.J. et al. 2011. Impacts of passage migrant songbirds on behaviour and habitat use of 

resident Sardinian Warblers Sylvia melanocephala in Gibraltar. Ibis 153(3): 616-621. 
Berthold, P. 1973. Relationships between migratory restlessness and migration distance in six Sylvia 

species. Ibis 115(4): 594-599. 
Bulyuk, V.N. & Leoke, D. 2010. Short Communication: The Sardinian Warbler, Sylvia melanocephala 

(J.F. Gmelin, 1789), a new species for Russia’s fauna. Avian Ecology and Behaviour 17: 23-24. 
Cabot, J. & Urdiales, C. 2005. The subspecific status of Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala in 

the Canary Islands with the description of a new subspecies from Western Sahara. Bulletin of the 
British Ornithologists' Club 125: 230-240. 

Calvo, A. 2016. Notes: Apparent hybrid Sardinian x Subalpine Warbler in Spain. British Birds 109(7): 
415-416. 

Corso, A. 2011. Notes: European Green Lizard killing and eating Sardinian Warbler. British Birds 
104(11): 674. 

Cozens, V. et al. 2000. Why has Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala invaded Cyprus? 
Sandgrouse 22(1): 6-9. 

de Bruin, B. 1993. Kleine Zwartkopm op Rottumeroog in april 1991 [Sardinian Warbler at 
Rottumeroog in April 1991]. Dutch Birding 15(4): 170-171. 

Debussche, M. & Isenmann, P. 1983. La consommation des fruits chez quelques fauvettes 
méditerranéennes (Sylvia melanocephala, S. cantillans, S. hortensis et S. undata) dans la région 
de Montpellier (France) [Fruits consumed by some Mediterranean warblers (Sardinian, Subalpine, 
Western Orphean and Dartford) around Montpellier]. Alauda 51(4): 302-308. 

Dietzen, C. et al. 2008. Phylogenetic differentiation of Sylvia species (Aves: Passeriformes) of the 
Atlantic islands (Macaronesia) based on mitochondrial DNA sequence data and morphometrics. 
Biological Journal of the Linnean Society 95(1): 157-174. 

Fraser, M. 2005. ListCheck: New subspecies - Sardinian Warbler. Birdwatch 161: 55. 
Gargallo, G. 1995. Remoult of tertials during post-juvenile and post-nuptial moult in Sardinian 

Warblers (Sylvia melanocephala). Ringing & Migration 16:190-192. 
Gauci, C. & Sultana, J. 1979. Moult of the Sardinian Warbler. Il-Merill 20: 1-13. 
Grantham, M. 2005. Ringing in May. Birding World 18(4): 173-174. 
Guterrez, M.C. 1988. Winter foraging behaviour of Blackcap and Sardinian Warbler in a 

Mediterranean scrubland. Ardea 76: 107-110. 
Herrando, S. & Brotons, L. 2001. Fluctuating asymmetry in Sardinian Warblers Sylvia 

melanocephala inhabiting two shrublands affected by fire. Bird Study 48(2): 180-187. 
Herrando, S. et al. 2001. Factors influencing post-fire dynamics of Sardinian and Dartford Warblers in 

Mediterranean shrublands. Ornis Fennica 78(4): 168-174. 
Hill, B. 2002. Notes: Tameness and unusual feeding of female Sardinian Warbler. British Birds 95(4): 

189. 
Hofmans, K. 1998. A Sardinian Warbler (Sylvia melanocephala) on the Montagne-aux-Buis 

(Dourbes, Namur province) on 6 and 7 June 1996. Aves 35(1): 63-66. 
Ieronymidou, C. et al. 2012. Endemic Cyprus Warbler Sylvia melanothorax and colonizing Sardinian 

Warbler Sylvia melanocephala show different habitat associations. Ibis 154(2): 248-259. 



 

33  

Isenmann, P. & Moali, A.  2008. Une mise à jour de l'aire d'hivernage de la Fauvette mélanocéphale 
Sylvia melanocephala en Afrique [A revision of the wintering range of the Sardinian Warbler in 
Africa]. Alauda 76: 293-304. 

Jones, V.R. 2006. Comparative ecology of the endemic Cyprus Warbler and the congeneric 
Sardinian Warbler: implications of recent coexistence. PhD Dissertation, Cambridge University.  

Jordano, P. 1987. Frugivory, external morphology and digestive system in mediterranean sylviid 
warblers Sylvia spp. Ibis 129(suppl.1): 175-189. 

Khoury, F. et al. 2006. Observations on the avifauna of the eastern Jordan Valley, during July – 
August 2005. Sandgrouse 28(2): 119-126. 

Knott, M. 2011. Sardinian surprise. Sardinian Warbler: Orcombe Point, Devon, 20 April 2011. 
Birdwatch 228: 54. 

Lees, A.C. 2005. Macaronesian endemic birds: their taxonomy, status and conservation. Alula 11(1): 
12-24. 

Luschi, P. 1993. Improvisation of new notes during singing by male Sardinian Warblers Sylvia 
melanocephala. Bioacoustics 4(4): 235-244. 

Marshall, B. et al. 2005. Sardinian Warbler on Whalsay: 3rd for SBC area, 5th Shetland record. 
Shetland Bird Report 2004 pp. 109-110. 

Melanocephala, S. 2007. Daily activity of Sardinian warbler Sylvia melanocephala in the breeding 
season. Ardeola 54(2): 335-338. 

Mettke-Hofmann, C. 2007. Object Exploration of Garden and Sardinian Warblers Peaks in Spring. 
Ethology 113(2): 174-182. 

O'Donnell, M. 1993. Sardinian Warbler on Cape Clear, Co. Cork. Irish Birding News 3(3): 74-75. 
O'Donnell, M. 1994. Sardinian Warbler in County Cork - a species new to Ireland. Irish Birds 5(2): 

197-198. 
O'Flynn, W.J. & O'Flynn, N. 1994. Sardinian Warbler in County Cork. Irish Birds 5(2): 198. 
Parkin, T. 1907. The Sardinian Warbler in Sussex: a new British bird. British Birds 1(3): 86-88. 
Pérez de Ana, J.M. 1993. Distribución y expansión de la Curruca Cabecinegra (Sylvia 

melanocephala) en la Península Ibérica [Distribution and expansion of the Sardinian warbler 
(Sylvia melanocephala) in the Iberian Peninsula]. Ardeola 40(1): 81-85. 

Pomeroy, D. & Walsh, F. 2000. Is Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala displacing Cyprus 
Warbler Sylvia melanothorax in Cyprus? Sandgrouse 22(1): 44-50. 

Pomeroy, D. & Walsh, F. 2002. A European endemic warbler under threat? Population changes in 
Sylvia warblers on the island of Cyprus. Oryx 36(4): 342-348. 

Rodríguez, B. et al. 2015. Nectar and pollen of the invasive century plant Agave americana as a food 
resource for endemic birds. Bird Study 62(2): 232-242. 

Rodríguez-Rodríguez, M.C. & Valido, A. 2008. Opportunistic nectar-feeding birds are effective 
pollinators of bird-flowers from Canary Islands: experimental evidence from Isoplexis canariensis 
(Scrophulariaceae). American Journal of Botany 95(11): 1408-1415. 

Sammut, M. & Corso, A. 2003. Notes: Tameness of Sardinian Warbler. British Birds 96(2): 90. 
Schaefer, T. & Barkow, A. 2004. Habitat and nest site preferences of Sylvia atricapilla and S. 

melanocephala in Majorca. Ardeola 51(2): 445-450. 
Sharrock, J.T.R. 1962. Notes: The field identification of Sardinian, Subalpine and Spectacled 

Warblers in autumn. British Birds 55(2): 90-92. 
Shochat, E. et al. 2001. Breeding bird species diversity in the Negev: effects of scrub fragmentation 

by planted forests. Journal of Applied Ecology 38(5): 1135-1147. 
Stagg, A. 2002. Notes: Tameness and unusual feeding behaviour of Sardinian Warbler. British Birds 

95(9): 456. 
Stubbs, A. 1947. Studies of some species rarely photographed: XI. The Rufous, Sardinian and 

Olivaceous Warblers. British Birds 40(11): 335-337 (plates 35 & 36). 
ter Haar, G.J. & Kramer, T. 1981. Kleine Zwartkop in Amsterdam in Winter van 1980/81 [Sardinian 

Warbler in Amsterdam in Winter 1980/81]. Dutch Birding 3(3): 102-103. 
van Ommen, E. 1984. Kleine Zwartkop te Eemshaven in mei 1983 [Sardinian Warbler at Eemshaven 

in May 1983]. Dutch Birding 6(1): 17-18. 
Vowles, R.S. & Vowles, G.A. 1987. Determining the age of Sardinian Warblers. Ringing & Migration 

8(1): 42. 
Warden, D. 2002. Notes: Tameness and unusual feeding behaviour of Sardinian Warbler. British 

Birds 95(9): 457. 
Whitaker, B. Sardinian Warbler on Lundy, pp. 77-78. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 1982. 

Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
 



 

34  

Menetries's Warbler 
Sylvia mystacea [Ménétries]. 
[S.m. mystacea] Transcaucasia & W Caspian Sea and NE Turkey, N Iran E to SW Turkmenistan. 
Winters Sudan, Somalia, Arabia & S Iran. 
[S.m. turcmenica] Turkmenistan & E Iran E to Baluchistan & Tadzhikistan and N to Aral Sea. Winters 
Sudan, Somalia, Arabia & S Iran. 
[S.m. rubescens] SE Turkey E thru Iraq to SW Iran. Winters Sudan, Somalia, Arabia & S Iran. 
Edouard P. Ménétries (1802-1861), French zoologist who was an authority on Lepidoptera and 
Coleoptera. He collected in Brazil and Russia and later became Conservator of Collections at the 
Russia Academy of Sciences. 
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Rüppell's Warbler 
Sylvia ruppeli [Temminck]. 
S Greece, Crete, islands in the Aegean Sea, W & S Turkey & NW Syria. Winters Sahel region of 
Chad & Sudan. 
Wilhelm Peter Eduard Simon Rüppell (1794-1884), German collector who travelled extensively in 
northern and eastern Africa. 
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Cyprus Warbler 
Sylvia melanothorax [Tristram]. 
Cyprus. Winters Dead Sea & NE Egypt S & E thru Arava depression & NW Saudi Arabia and S to NE 
Sudan. 
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Yemen Warbler 
Sylvia buryi [Ogilvie-Grant]. 
Asir Mts (SW Saudi Arabia) & W Yemen. 
Treated as Parisoma buryi by some. 
Other names: Arabian Warbler, Arabian Tit-babbler, Arabian Tit-warbler, Yemen Parisoma, Yemen 
Tit-warbler. 
George Wyman Bury (1874-1920), English explorer and naturalist who travelled in Arabia from 1896 
to 1909. 
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Brown Warbler 
Sylvia lugens [Rüppell]. 
[S.l. lugens] Ethiopian plateaux (except the Bale Mts). 
[S.l. griseiventris] Bale Mts (Ethiopia). 
[S.l. jacksoni] S Sudan & Uganda to Kenya, N Tanzania, Malawi & SE DR Congo. 
[S.l. clara] Matengo Highlands (Malawi). 
[S.l. prigoginei] Itombwe Highlands (DR Congo). 
Treated as Parisoma lugens by some. 
Other names: Brown Parisoma, Brown Sylvia, Brown Tit-babbler, Brown Tit-flycatcher, Brown Tit-
warbler. 
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Banded Warbler 
Sylvia boehmi [Reichenow]. 
[S.b. boehmi] S Kenya & Tanzania. 
[S.b. marsabit] NC Kenya. 
[S.b. somalicum] NW Somalia & N Ethiopia. 
Treated as Parisoma boehmi by some. 
Other names: Banded Parisoma, Banded Sylvia, Banded Tit-babbler, Banded Tit-flycatcher, Banded 
Tit-warbler. 
Richard Boehm (1854-1884), German ornithologist and collector in tropical Africa. 
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Chestnut-vented Warbler 
Sylvia subcaeruleum [Vieillot]. 
[S.s. subcaeruleum] W South Africa E to SW Free State & Eastern Cape. 
[S.s. cinerascens] Namibia & Botswana. 
[S.s. ansorgei] Angola. 
[S.s. orpheana] Transvaal, Natal, W Zululand & Orange Free State (South Africa), Zimbabwe & 
Lesotho. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Sylvia subcaerulea.  
Treated as Parisoma subcaeruleum by some. 
Other names: Cape Warbler, Cape Tit-babbler, Cape Tit-warbler, Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler, 
Rufous-vented Warbler, Southern Warbler, Southern Tit-warbler, Tit Babbler. 
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Layard's Warbler 
Sylvia layardi [Hartlaub]. 
[S.l. layardi] SW Cape Province N to Port Nolloth (South Africa). 
[S.l. aridicola] NW Cape N to Namibia and E to Orange Free State & W Transvaal (South Africa). 
[S.l. barnesi] Lesotho. 
[S.l. subsolanum] E Cape Province (South Africa). 
Treated as Parisoma layardi by some. 
Other names: Layard's Tit-babbler, Layard’s Tit-flycatcher, Layard’s Tit-warbler. 
Edgar Leopold Layard (1824-1900), Italian born British civil servant and ornithologist who served in 
South Africa. He was the author of the first complete book on South African birds. 
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