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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Skuas list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Ashley 
Fisher (www.scillypelagics.com) and Kieran Fahy for the cover images and all those who responded 
with constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).  
    
Final Version  
Version 1.3 (March 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main Image: Pomarine Skua. At sea 6’ south of St. Mary’s, Isles of Scilly. 16th August 2008. Picture 
by Ashley Fisher. 
Vignette: Chilean Skua. At sea between Valparaiso and Puerto Montt, Chile. 3rd February 2009. 
Picture by Kieran Fahy. 
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Chilean Skua  
Stercorarius chilensis [Bonaparte]. 
Coastal South America from Concepción (SC Chile) and Deseado (S Argentina) S to S Tierra del 
Fuego. Winters: Probably along coasts of Chile & Argentina N to S Peru and possibly E to W Falkland 
Islands. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Catharacta chilensis. 
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Hudson, G.E. 1939. Another record of the Chilean Skua (Catharacta chilensis) near Westport, 

Washington. The Murrelet 20: 71. 
King, J. & Parkin, D. 1997. OrnithoNews: Great Skua upheavals. Birding World 10(10): 362-363. 
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South Polar Skua  
Stercorarius maccormicki [Saunders]. 
Antarctic, especially in the Ross Sea area. Winters: Juveniles and immatures are long distance 
migrants moving as far N as Alaska, Greenland & Japan, adults probably remain closer to the 
breeding grounds. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Catharacta maccormicki. 
Other names: MacCormick's Skua, Antarctic Skua. 
Robert McCormick (1800-1890), Royal Navy surgeon, explorer and naturalist who collected the type 
specimen on Possession Island, Victoria Land, Antarctica. 
1st WP Record: 3rd June 1983. North Beach, Eilat, Israel. Remained until the 6th June (Shirihai, H. 
1996. The Birds of Israel. Academic Press).  
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16(5): 148. 
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States 19(5): 167-168. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1985. Sexual color and size variation in the South Polar Skua. The Condor 87: 

427-428. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1986. South Polar Skua breeding colonies in the Ross Sea region, Antarctica. 

Notornis 33(3): 155-163. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1990. A demographic study of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki at 

Cape Crozier. Journal of Animal Ecology 59(1): 1-20. 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on the 

species. Forktail 17: 67-73 (69). 
Barbraud, C. & Baker, S.C. 1998. Fulmarine Petrels and South Polar Skua, Catharacta maccormicki, 

populations on Ardery Island, Windmill Islands, Antarctica. Emu 98(3): 234-236. 
Bentley, M.J. 2004. Aerial predation by a South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki on a Snow 

Petrel Pagodroma nivea in Antarctica. Marine Ornithology 32(1): 115-116. 
Bourne, W.R.P. & Curtis, W.F. 1994. Bonxies, barnacles and bleached blondes. British Birds 87(6): 

289-298. 
Bourne, W.R.P. & Lee, D.S. 1994. The first record of MacCormick’s (or South Polar) Skua for Europe 

and the Northern Hemisphere. Sea Swallow 43: 74-76. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1989. McCormack's Skua in north-west European waters. Sea Swallow 38: 63-64. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Debatable British and Irish seabirds. Birding World 5(10): 382-390 (388). 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1999. Letter: Moult of South Polar Skua. British Birds 92(11): 610-611. 
Brinkley, E.S. 1998. Mobbing of South Polar Skua by Cory's Shearwater off the North Carolina coast. 

The Chat 62: 33-37. 
Brooke, R.K. 1977. The South Polar Skua is a probable visitor. Cormorant 3: 14. 
Charrier, I. et al. 2001. Individual identity coding depends on call type in the South Polar Skua 

Catharacta maccormicki. Polar Biology 24(5): 378-382. 
Cheshire, N. 2011. Observations of Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus, South Polar Skua 

Stercorarius maccormicki and other skuas in Papua New Guinea waters. Muruk 10(1): 57-60. 
Court, G.S. et al. 1997. Chlorinated hydrocarbons in the tissues of South Polar Skuas (Catharacta 

maccormicki) and Adelie Penguins (Pygoscelis adeliae) from Ross Sea, Antarctica. Environmental 
Pollution 97: 295-301. 

Crawford, R.D. 1974. Incubation of an Adelie Penguin egg by a South Polar Skua. Notornis 21(3): 
262-263. 

De Boer, M.N. & Saulino J.T. 2015. First records of South Polar Skua (Stercorarius maccormicki) for 
Ghana in the Gulf of Guinea, West Africa. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 22(1): 74-77. 

De Silva, R.I. 2007. South Polar Skua or Hybrid Skua Catharacta sp. from Sri Lanka? Siyith 2(2): 56-
58. 
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Donegan, T. et al. 2009. Revision of the status of various bird species occurring or reported in 
Colombia. Conservación Colombiana 8: 80-86. 

Eds. 2000. Bird news: That skua again - more photos to study. Birdwatch 100: 60. 
Eds. 2002. The skuas that change everything. Birdwatch 125: 6-7. 
Eds. 2005. Miscellaneous: Probable South Polar Skua. Alula 11(4): 190-191. 
Eigenhuis, K.J. 1987. Moult and identification of South Polar Skua. Dutch Birding 9(3): 124-125. 
Eklund, C.R. 1959. South Polar Skua recovery in Australia. Emu 59(3): 158-158. 
Eklund, C.R. 1961. Distribution and life history studies of the South-Polar Skua. Bird-Banding 32(4): 

187-223. 
Ensor, P.H. 1979. The effect of storms on the breeding success of South Polar Skuas at Cape Bird, 

Antarctica. Notornis 26(4): 349-352. 
Flood, B. et al. 2013. The first confirmed South Polar Skua for Madeira. Birding World 26(6): 248-

252. 
Gandini, P.A. & Frere, E. 1998. Seabird and shorebird diversity and associated conservation 

problems in Puerto Deseado, Patagonia, Argentina.Ornitologia Neotropical 9: 13-22 (19). 
Gantlett, S. & Harrap, S. 1992. Identification forum: South Polar Skua. Birding World 5(7): 256-270. 
Graňa-Grilli, M. & Montalti, D. 2012. Trophic interactions between brown and south polar skuas at 

Deception Island, Antarctica. Polar Biology 35(2): 299-304. 
Green, K. 1986. Observations on the food of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki near 

Davis, Antarctica. Polar Biology 6(3): 185-186. 
Hagelin, J.C. & Miller, G.D. 1997. Nest-site selection in South Polar Skuas: balancing nest safety 

and access to resources. The Auk 114: 638-645. 
Hahn, S. et al. 2007. Oceanographic and climatic factors differentially affect reproduction 

performance of Antarctic skuas. Marine Ecology Progress Series 334: 287-297. 
Hass, T. 1993. Third documented record of South Polar Skua in Georgia. Oriole 58: 14-15. 
Hemmings, A.D. 1984. Aspects of the breeding biology of MacCormick’s Skua Catharacta 

maccormicki at Signy Island, South Orkney Islands. British Antarctic Survey Bulletin 65: 65-79. 
Hospitaleche, C.A. et al. 2009. Skeletal morphoanatomy of the Brown Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 

lonnbergi and the South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki. Polar Biology 32: 759-774. 
Howell, S.N.G. & Shearwater, D.L. 2008. Attemped kleptoparasitism by a South Polar Skua on a 

Laysan Albatross. Western Birds 39(1): 54-55. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2004. South Polar Skuas off California. Birding World 17(7): 288-297. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2005. Large skuas off North Carolina. Birding World 18(7): 290-296. 
Hume, R. 1996. Rarities Committee News and Announcements: South Polar Skua. British Birds 

89(12): 571-572. 
Jiguet, F. 1997. Identification of South Polar Skua: the Brown Skua pitfall. Birding World 10(8): 306-

310.  
Jiguet, F. 2000. Bill shape and nose-band in 'large skuas'. Dutch Birding 22(3): 153-157. 
Jiguet, F. et al. 1999. A hybrid South Polar Skua x Brown Skua. Birding World 12(3): 118-122. 
King, J. & Parkin, D. 1997. OrnithoNews: Great Skua upheavals. Birding World 10(10): 362-363. 
Kopp, M. et al. 2011. South Polar skuas from a single breeding population overwinter in different 

oceans though show similar migration patterns. Marine Ecology Progress Series 435: 263-267. 
Lambert, K. 2005. The spatial and seasonal occurrence of seabirds (Aves) off southern Mozambique. 

Durban Museum Novitates 30: 45-60 (53). 
Lansdown, P. 1993. From the Rarities Committee's files: Separation of South Polar Skua from Great 
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Mitra, S.S. & Lindsay, P.J. 2001. A South Polar Skua seen from land, with notes on the species' 

status in New York. Kingbird 51: 665-671. 
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10(6): 229-235. 
Newell, D. et al. 2013. South Polar and Great Skuas: the timing of primary moult as an aid to 

identification. British Birds 106(6): 325-346. 
Norman, F.I. & Ward, S.J. 1990. Foods of the South Polar Skua at Hop Island, Rauer Group, East 

Antarctica. Polar Biology 10: 489-493. 
Norman, F.I. & Ward, S.J. 1999. Aspects of the ecology of South Polar Skuas, Catharacta 

maccormicki, at Hop Island, Rauer Group, East Antarctica. Emu 99(3): 176-190. 
Norman, F.I. et al. 1994. Carcasses of Adelie Penguins as a food source for South Polar Skuas: 

some preliminary observations. The Wilson Bulletin 106(1): 26-34. 
Parmelee, D.F. 1988. The hybrid skua: the southern ocean enigma. The Wilson Bulletin 100(3): 345-

356. 
Pascoe, J.G. 1984. A census of the South Polar Skua at Cape Hallett, Antarctica. Notornis 31(4): 

312-329. 
Paterson, A. 1997. Identification: Great expectations. Birdwatch 62: 39-42. 
Petyt, C. 2001. South Polar Skua (Catharacta maccormicki) and Cook's Petrel (Pterodroma cookii) on 

the Chatham Rise. Notornis 48: 41-42. 
Pezzo, F. et al. 2001. Factors affecting the breeding success of the south polar skua Catharacta 

maccormicki at Edmonson Point, Victoria Land, Antarctica. Polar Biology 24(6): 389-393. 
Pietz, P.J. & Parmelee, D.F. 1994. Survival, site and mate fidelity in South Polar Skuas Catharacta 

maccormicki at Anvers Island, Antarctica. Ibis 136(1): 32-38. 
Pietz, P.J. 1985. Long call displays of sympatric South Polar and Brown Skuas. The Condor 87: 316-

326. 
Pietz, P.J. 1987. Feeding and nesting ecology of sympatric South Polar and Brown Skuas. The Auk 

104: 617-627. 
Procter, D.L. 1975. The problem of chick loss in the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki. Ibis 

117(4): 452-459. 
Reid, B. 1966. The growth and development of the South Polar Skua (Catharacta maccormicki). 

Notornis 13(2): 71-89. 
Reinhardt, K. et al. 1997. A hitherto unknown hybrization between Chilean and South Polar Skua. 

Polar Biology 17(2): 114-118. 
Ritz, M.S. 2007. Sex-specific mass loss in chick-rearing South Polar Skuas Stercorarius maccormicki 

– stress induced or adaptive? Ibis 149(1): 156-165. 
Ritz, M.S. et al. 2006. Hybridisation between South Polar Skua (Catharacta maccormicki) and Brown 

Skua (C. antarctica lonnbergi) in the Antarctic Peninsula region. Polar Biology 29(3): 153-159.  
Salomonsen, F. 1976. The South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki Saunders in Greenland. 

Dansk Ornithologisk Forenings Tidsskrift 70: 81-89. 
Spellerberg, I.F. 1970. Body measurements and color phases of the McCormick Skua Catharacta 

maccormicki. Notornis 17: 280-285. 
Taber, B. 1989. South Polar Skua recorded off Virginia Beach. Raven 60: 10-11. 
Trillmich, F. 1978. Feeding territories and breeding success of South Polar Skua. The Auk 95(1): 23-

33.  
Ullman, M. 1999. Bill shape of South Polar Skua. Dutch Birding 21(3): 160. 



 

8  

van den Berg, A. 1987. Mystery photographs: South Polar Skua. Dutch Birding 9(1): 13-14. 
Vaughan, T. 1995. Letters: Critical approach to skua identification. British Birds 88(3): 155-156. 
Veit, R.R. 1978. Some observations of South Polar Skuas (Catharacta maccormicki) on Georges 

Bank. American Birds 32(3): 300-302. 
Vinicombe, K. 2003. Identification matters: Another southern skua in the UK? Birdwatch 127: 30. 
Wahl, T.R. & Tweit, B. 2000. Seabird abundances off Washington, 1972-1998. Western Birds 31(2): 

69-88 (78). 
Wahl, T.R. 1975. Seabirds in Washington's offshore zone. Western Birds 6(4): 117-134 (126). 
Wang, Z. & Norman, F.I. 1993. Timing of breeding, breeding success and chick growth in South 

Polar Skuas Catharacta maccormicki in the eastern Larsemann Hills, Princess Elizabeth Land, 
east Antarctica. Notornis 40: 189-203. 

Weidinger, K. 1998. Effect of predation by skuas on breeding success of the Cape petrel Daption 
capense at Nelson Island, Antarctica. Polar Biology 20(3): 170-177. 

Winkel, E. 2009. 'Southern skua' off La Palma, Canary Islands, in October 2005. Dutch Birding 31(1): 
20-23. 

Wood, R.C. 1971. Population dynamics of breeding South Polar Skuas of unknown age. The Auk 
88(4): 805-814. 

Young, E.C. & Millar, C.D. 2003. Siblicidal brood reduction in south polar skuas. New Zealand 
Journal of Zoology 30: 79-93. 

Young, E.C. 1963. Feeding habits of the south polar skua Catharacta maccormicki. Ibis 105(3): 301-
318. 

Young, E.C. 1963. The breeding behaviour of the south polar skua Catharacta maccormicki. Ibis 
105(3): 203-233. 

Zipan, W. & Norman, F.I. 1993. Foods of the south polar skua Catharacta maccormicki in the eastern 
Larsemann Hills, Princess Elizabeth Land, East Antarctica. Polar Biology 13(4): 255-262. 

       
Brown Skua  
Stercorarius antarcticus [Lesson]. 
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Stercorarius longicaudus [Vieillot]. 
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Other name: Long-tailed Jaeger. 
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