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Introduction 
I have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when 
you find more I would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2017 to: josephobbs@gmail.com.  
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Grateful thanks to Ashley Fisher (www.scillypelagics.com) and Kieran Fahy for the cover images. All 
images © the photographers. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2017. IOC World Bird List. Available from: http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 7.2 accessed April 2017]).  
    
Version  
Version 1.2 (May 2017). 
 
Cover 
Main Image: Pomarine Skua. At sea 6’ south of St. Mary’s, Isles of Scilly. 16th August 2008. Picture 
by Ashley Fisher. 
Vignette: Chilean Skua. At sea between Valparaiso and Puerto Montt, Chile. 3rd February 2009. 
Picture by Kieran Fahy. 
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Paterson, A.M. 1997. Las aves marinas de España y Portugal [Seabirds of Spain and Portugal with 

English summaries]. Lynx Edicons, Barcelona. 
Shirihai, H. & Jarrett, B. 2002. A Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife, The Birds and Marine 

Mammals of the Antarctic Continent and Southern Ocean. Alula Press Oy, Finland. 
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van Duivendijk, N. 2010. Advanced Bird ID Guide, The Western Palearctic. New Holland. 
van Duivendijk, N. 2011. Advanced Bird ID Handbook, The Western Palearctic. New Holland. 
Vinicombe, K. et al. 1989. The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. Macmillan Press, London 
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Vinicombe, K. et al. 2014. The Helm Guide to Bird Identification. Christopher Helm, London. 
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Biological Sciences 266: 1579-1585. 
Andersson, M. 1999. Phylogeny, behaviour, plumage evolution and neoteny in skuas Stercorariidae. 

Journal of Avian Biology 30: 205-215. 
Andrew, D.G. 1994. Spring passage of skuas in Outer Hebrides. Scottish Birds 17: 172. 
Arkhipor, V. & Blair, M. 2007. Skua (Catharacta, Stercorarius) occurrence in the OSME Region. 

Sandgrouse 29(2): 183-204. 
Bailey, S.D. 2001. The history and status of jaeger migration in Illinois. Meadowlark 10: 124-131. 
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Baker, A.J. et al. 2007. Phylogenetic relationships and divergence times of Charadriiformes genera: 
multigene evidence for the Cretaceous origin of at least 14 clades of shorebirds. Biology Letters 
3(2): 205-209. 

Balch, L.G. 1981. Identifying skuas in the ABA area. Birding 13: 190-201. 
Bannon, J.K. 1993. Do Skuas overfly the Rub al khali on spring passage to the Arabian Gulf? 

Emirates Bird Report 17: 56-57. 
Bent, A.C. 1921. The probable status of the Pacific coast Skuas. The Condor 23(3): 78-80. 
Braun, M.J. & Brumfield, R.T. 1998. Enigmatic phylogeny of skuas: an alternative hypothesis. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 265: 995-999. 
Catry, P. et al. 1999. Evolution of reversed sexual size dimorphism in skuas and jaegers. The Auk 

116: 158-168. 
Christian, P.D. et al. 1992. Biochemical systematics of the Charadriiformes (shorebirds): 

relationships between Charadrii, Scolopaci and Lari. Australian Journal of Zoology 40: 291-302. 
Chu, P.C. et al. 2009. Skeletal morphology and the phylogeny of skuas (Aves: Charadriiformes, 

Stercoraridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 157: 612-621. 
Cohen, B. et al. 1997. Enigmatic phylogeny of skuas (Aves: Stercorariidae). Proceedings of the Royal 

Society London, Biological Sciences 264: 181-190. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (310). 
Davenport, D. 1998. Migration: Short cuts. Birdwatch 70: 6-9. 
De Silva, R.I. 1989. Identity of skuas Catharacta in Sri Lanka. Cormorant 17: 79-81. 
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Devillers, P. 1977. The skuas of the North American Pacific coast. The Auk 94(3): 417-429. 
Devillers, P. 1978. Distribution and relationships of South American skuas. Le Gerfaut 68: 374-417. 
Earp, M. 1998. Letters: Great skua upheavals. Birding World 10(12): 460. 
Fraser, M. 2010. ListCheck: Relationships - Skuas. Birdwatch 214: 51. 
Gantlett, S. 1998. Bird forms in Britain. Birding World 11(6): 232-239. 
Hemmings, A.D. 1994. Cooperative breeding in the skuas (Stercorariidae): History, distribution and 

incidence. Journal of the Royal Society of New Zealand 24(3): 245-260. 
Hoffman, W. et al. 1981. The Ecology of Seabird Feeding Flocks in Alaska. The Auk 98(3): 437-456. 
Hospitaleche, C.A. et al. 2010. Mid-Holocene skua remains from King George Island, Antarctica, 

Paläontologische Zeitschrift 84(4): 533-539. 
Howell, S. 2005. Revisiting an old question: how many species of skua occur in the North Pacific? 
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Kjellén, N. 1997. Skuas on the Eurasian tundra; relative occurrence of species, ages and colour 

phases. Ibis 139(2): 282-288. 
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McAdams, D. 1978. Observations of Skuas (Stercoraridae) at Galley Head, Co. Cork from April 1975 
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28: 7-19. 
Ritz, M.S. et al. 2008 Phylogeography of the southern skua complex - rapid colonisation of the 

southern hemisphere during a glacial period and reticulate evolution. Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 49(1): 292-303. 
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111. 
Sangster, G. et al. 2011. Taxonomic recommendations for British Birds: seventh report. Ibis 153(4): 

883-892. 
Sangster, G. et al. 2012. Taxonomic recommendations for British Birds: eight report. Ibis 154(4): 874-

883. 
Schjolberg, K. 2006. A note on predatory and parasitic behaviour of Stercorarius skuas migrating off 

Muscat, Oman. Sandgrouse 28(2): 161-162. 
Sherony, D.F. & Brock, K.J. 1997. Jaeger Migration on the Great Lakes. Birding XXIX(5): 372-385. 
Spear, L. & Ainley, D.G. 1993. Kleptoparasitism by Kermadec petrels, jaegers and skuas in the 

eastern tropical Pacific: evidence of mimicry by two species of Pterodroma. The Auk 110(2): 222-
233. 

Strauch, J.R. 1978. The phylogeny of the Charadriiformes (Aves): a new estimate using the method 
of character compatibility analysis. Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 34: 263-345. 

Valeiras, J. 2003. Attendance of scavenging seabirds at trawler discards off Galicia, Spain. Scientia 
Marina 67(suppl. 2): 77-82. 

Walker, D. 2003. Not another one? Catharacta skua: Dungeness, Kent, 16 November 2002. 
Birdwatch 127: 50. 

Wallace, D.I.M. et al. 2001. Autumn migration in westernmost Donegal. British Birds 94(3): 103-120 
(111). 

Ward, M. 1999. Pelagics: On the crest of a wave. Birdwatch 86: 28-30. 
Young, E.C. & Millar, C.D. 1999. Skua (Catharacta sp.) foraging behaviour at the Cape Crozier 

Adelie Penguin (Pygoscelis adeliae) colony, Ross Island, Antarctica, and implications for breeding. 
Notornis 46(2): 287-297. 

Young, S. 2012. Where to photograph birds: Scilly pelagics. Birdwatch 242: 60. 
 
Chilean Skua  
Stercorarius chilensis [Bonaparte 1857, Chile]. 
Coastal South America from Concepción (SC Chile) and Deseado (S Argentina) S to S Tierra del 
Fuego. Winters: Probably along coasts of Chile & Argentina N to S Peru and possibly E to W Falkland 
Islands. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Catharacta chilensis. 
 
Balmer, A. 1935. Another record of the Chilean Skua (Catharacta chilensis) off Grays Harbor, 

Washington. The Murrelet 16: 70. 
Clark, G.S. et al. 1992. Notes on the seabirds of the Cape Horn islands. Notornis 39(2): 133-144 

(142). 
Duffy, D.C. et al. 1988. Spring seabird distribution in the Straits of Magellan. Cormorant 16(2): 98-

102. 
Gandini, P.A. & Frere, E. 1998. Seabird and shorebird diversity and associated conservation 

problems in Puerto Deseado, Patagonia, Argentina.Ornitologia Neotropical 9: 13-22 (19). 
Gantlett, S. & Harrap, S. 1992. Identification forum: South Polar Skua. Birding World 5(7): 256-270. 
Hudson, G.E. 1939. Another record of the Chilean Skua (Catharacta chilensis) near Westport, 

Washington. The Murrelet 20: 71. 
King, J. & Parkin, D. 1997. OrnithoNews: Great Skua upheavals. Birding World 10(10): 362-363. 
Reinhardt, K. et al. 1997. A hitherto unknown hybrization between Chilean and South Polar Skua. 

Polar Biology 17(2): 114-118. 
Rey, A.R. & Schiavini, A. 2000. Distribution, abundance and associations of seabirds in the Beagle 

Channel, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina. Polar Biology 23(5): 338-345. 
Rey, A.R. & Schiavini, A. 2001. Filling the groove: energy flow to seabirds in the Beagle Channel, 

Tierra del Fuego, Argentina. Ecología Austral 11(2): 115-122. 
Ryan, P.G. 2010. First record of Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis for the African region. Bulletin of 

the African Bird Club 17(2): 217-219. 
Schiavini, A. & Yorio, P. 1995. Distribution and abundance of seabird colonies in the Argentine 

sector of the Beagle Channel, Tierra del Fuego. Marine Ornithology 23: 39-46. 
Schjolberg, K. & Sunde, K.B. 2006. Patagonia. Alula 12(3): 98-109 (102). 
Silva, R.S. et al. 2002. Catharacta chilensis (Bonaparte, 1857) no Brasil [Chilean Skua in Brazil]. 

Ararajuba 10(2): 261-277 
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Simeone, A. et al. 2014. At-sea abundance and distribution of skuas and jaegers (Charadriiformes: 
Stercorariidae) at coastal waters off central Chile. Revista Chilena de Historia Natural 87: 6-13.  

Suazo, C.G. et al. 2012. Notes on breeding biology and ecology of Chilean Skua (Stercorarius 
chilensis) in Sub-Antarctic archipelagos of western Patagonia. Ornitologia Neotropical 23: 235-
242.  

Tavares, D.C. et al. 2012. Aves, Stercorariidae, Chilean Skua Stercorarius chilensis Bonaparte, 1857: 
First documented record for the state of Espírito, southeastern Brazil. Check List 8(3): 560-562. 

 
South Polar Skua  
Stercorarius maccormicki [Saunders 1893, Victoria Land, Antarctica]. 
Antarctic, especially in the Ross Sea area. Winters: Juveniles and immatures are long distance 
migrants moving as far N as Alaska, Greenland & Japan, adults probably remain closer to the 
breeding grounds. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Catharacta maccormicki. 
Other names: MacCormick's Skua, Antarctic Skua. 
Robert McCormick (1800-1890), Royal Navy surgeon, explorer and naturalist who collected the type 
specimen on Possession Island, Victoria Land, Antarctica. 
1st WP Record: 3rd June 1983. North Beach, Eilat, Israel. Remained until the 6th June (Shirihai, H. 
1996. The Birds of Israel. Academic Press).  
 
Ackered, H. 2003. Atlantic Odyssey - The ultimate pelagic trip? Alula 9(2): 42-55 (52). 
Ainley, D.G. 1981. Population studies of the South Polar Skua. Antarctic Journal of the United States 

16(5): 148. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1984. Population studies of the South Polar Skua. Antarctic Journal of the United 

States 19(5): 167-168. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1985. Sexual color and size variation in the South Polar Skua. The Condor 87: 

427-428. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1986. South Polar Skua breeding colonies in the Ross Sea region, Antarctica. 

Notornis 33(3): 155-163. 
Ainley, D.G. et al. 1990. A demographic study of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki at 

Cape Crozier. Journal of Animal Ecology 59(1): 1-20. 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on the 

species. Forktail 17: 67-73 (69). 
Barbraud, C. & Baker, S.C. 1998. Fulmarine Petrels and South Polar Skua, Catharacta maccormicki, 

populations on Ardery Island, Windmill Islands, Antarctica. Emu 98(3): 234-236. 
Bentley, M.J. 2004. Aerial predation by a South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki on a Snow 

Petrel Pagodroma nivea in Antarctica. Marine Ornithology 32(1): 115-116. 
Bourne, W.R.P. & Curtis, W.F. 1994. Bonxies, barnacles and bleached blondes. British Birds 87(6): 

289-298. 
Bourne, W.R.P. & Lee, D.S. 1994. The first record of MacCormick’s (or South Polar) Skua for Europe 

and the Northern Hemisphere. Sea Swallow 43: 74-76. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1989. McCormack's Skua in north-west European waters. Sea Swallow 38: 63-64. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Debatable British and Irish seabirds. Birding World 5(10): 382-390 (388). 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1999. Letter: Moult of South Polar Skua. British Birds 92(11): 610-611. 
Brinkley, E.S. 1998. Mobbing of South Polar Skua by Cory's Shearwater off the North Carolina coast. 

The Chat 62: 33-37. 
Brooke, R.K. 1977. The South Polar Skua is a probable visitor. Cormorant 3: 14. 
Charrier, I. et al. 2001. Individual identity coding depends on call type in the South Polar Skua 

Catharacta maccormicki. Polar Biology 24(5): 378-382. 
Cheshire, N. 2011. Observations of Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus, South Polar Skua 

Stercorarius maccormicki and other skuas in Papua New Guinea waters. Muruk 10(1): 57-60. 
Court, G.S. et al. 1997. Chlorinated hydrocarbons in the tissues of South Polar Skuas (Catharacta 

maccormicki) and Adelie Penguins (Pygoscelis adeliae) from Ross Sea, Antarctica. Environmental 
Pollution 97: 295-301. 

Crawford, R.D. 1974. Incubation of an Adelie Penguin egg by a South Polar Skua. Notornis 21(3): 
262-263. 

De Boer, M.N. & Saulino J.T. 2015. First records of South Polar Skua (Stercorarius maccormicki) for 
Ghana in the Gulf of Guinea, West Africa. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 22(1): 74-77. 

De Silva, R.I. 2007. South Polar Skua or Hybrid Skua Catharacta sp. from Sri Lanka? Siyith 2(2): 56-
58. 
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Donegan, T. et al. 2009. Revision of the status of various bird species occurring or reported in 
Colombia. Conservación Colombiana 8: 80-86. 

Eds. 2000. Bird news: That skua again - more photos to study. Birdwatch 100: 60. 
Eds. 2002. The skuas that change everything. Birdwatch 125: 6-7. 
Eds. 2005. Miscellaneous: Probable South Polar Skua. Alula 11(4): 190-191. 
Eigenhuis, K.J. 1987. Moult and identification of South Polar Skua. Dutch Birding 9(3): 124-125. 
Eklund, C.R. 1959. South Polar Skua recovery in Australia. Emu 59(3): 158-158. 
Eklund, C.R. 1961. Distribution and life history studies of the South-Polar Skua. Bird-Banding 32(4): 

187-223. 
Ensor, P.H. 1979. The effect of storms on the breeding success of South Polar Skuas at Cape Bird, 

Antarctica. Notornis 26(4): 349-352. 
Flood, B. et al. 2013. The first confirmed South Polar Skua for Madeira. Birding World 26(6): 248-

252. 
Gandini, P.A. & Frere, E. 1998. Seabird and shorebird diversity and associated conservation 

problems in Puerto Deseado, Patagonia, Argentina.Ornitologia Neotropical 9: 13-22 (19). 
Gantlett, S. & Harrap, S. 1992. Identification forum: South Polar Skua. Birding World 5(7): 256-270. 
Graňa-Grilli, M. & Montalti, D. 2012. Trophic interactions between brown and south polar skuas at 

Deception Island, Antarctica. Polar Biology 35(2): 299-304. 
Green, K. 1986. Observations on the food of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki near 

Davis, Antarctica. Polar Biology 6(3): 185-186. 
Hagelin, J.C. & Miller, G.D. 1997. Nest-site selection in South Polar Skuas: balancing nest safety 

and access to resources. The Auk 114: 638-645. 
Hahn, S. et al. 2007. Oceanographic and climatic factors differentially affect reproduction 

performance of Antarctic skuas. Marine Ecology Progress Series 334: 287-297. 
Hass, T. 1993. Third documented record of South Polar Skua in Georgia. Oriole 58: 14-15. 
Hemmings, A.D. 1984. Aspects of the breeding biology of MacCormick’s Skua Catharacta 

maccormicki at Signy Island, South Orkney Islands. British Antarctic Survey Bulletin 65: 65-79. 
Hospitaleche, C.A. et al. 2009. Skeletal morphoanatomy of the Brown Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 

lonnbergi and the South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki. Polar Biology 32: 759-774. 
Howell, S.N.G. & Shearwater, D.L. 2008. Attemped kleptoparasitism by a South Polar Skua on a 

Laysan Albatross. Western Birds 39(1): 54-55. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2004. South Polar Skuas off California. Birding World 17(7): 288-297. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2005. Large skuas off North Carolina. Birding World 18(7): 290-296. 
Hume, R. 1996. Rarities Committee News and Announcements: South Polar Skua. British Birds 

89(12): 571-572. 
Jiguet, F. 1997. Identification of South Polar Skua: the Brown Skua pitfall. Birding World 10(8): 306-

310.  
Jiguet, F. 2000. Bill shape and nose-band in 'large skuas'. Dutch Birding 22(3): 153-157. 
Jiguet, F. et al. 1999. A hybrid South Polar Skua x Brown Skua. Birding World 12(3): 118-122. 
King, J. & Parkin, D. 1997. OrnithoNews: Great Skua upheavals. Birding World 10(10): 362-363. 
Kopp, M. et al. 2011. South Polar skuas from a single breeding population overwinter in different 

oceans though show similar migration patterns. Marine Ecology Progress Series 435: 263-267. 
Lambert, K. 2005. The spatial and seasonal occurrence of seabirds (Aves) off southern Mozambique. 

Durban Museum Novitates 30: 45-60 (53). 
Lansdown, P. 1993. From the Rarities Committee's files: Separation of South Polar Skua from Great 

Skua. British Birds 86(4): 176-177. 
Larkin, I. 2000. South Polar Skua in Devon and Dorset: the first British record. Birdwatch 99: 60. 
Lopez-Velasco, D. & Sagardia, J. 2013. Pelagic birding off Lanzarote, Canary Islands. Birding World 

26(5): 198-220 (211). 
Malzof, S.L. & Quintana, R.D. 2008. Diet of the south polar skua Catharacta maccormicki and the 

brown skua C. antarctica lonnbergi at Cierva Point, Antarctic Peninsula. Polar Biology 31(7): 827-
835. 

Manolis, T. 1981. First sight record of South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki for Trinidad, West 
Indies. American Birds 35(6): 982. 

Maxson, S.J. & Bernstein, N.P. 1982. Kleptoparasitism by South Polar Skuas on Blue-eyed Shags 
in Antarctica. The Wilson Bulletin 94(3): 269-281. 

McGeehan, A. 1991. South Polar Skua - more questions than answers. Irish Birding News 2(1): 15-
28. 

McGeehan, A. 1998. Identification: Polar explorations. Birdwatch 75: 28-32. 
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Mehlum, F. et al. 1988. Census of breeding Antarctic Petrels Thalassoica antarctica and physical 
features of the breeding colony at Svarthamaren, Dronning Maud Land, with notes on breeding 
Snow Petrels Pagodroma nivea and South Polar Skuas Catharacta maccormicki. Polar Research 
6(1): 1-9. 

Miller, G.D. 1992. Murder by penguin: Adelie Penguins Pygoscelis adeliae destroy eggs and kill 
chicks of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki. Corella 16: 147. 

Millington, R. 2000. An interesting skua in Dorset. Birding World 13(8): 336-339. 
Mitra, S.S. & Lindsay, P.J. 2001. A South Polar Skua seen from land, with notes on the species' 

status in New York. Kingbird 51: 665-671. 
Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (105). 
Montalti, D. et al. 2010. The importance of fish in the diet of the south polar skua (Stercorarius 

maccormicki) at the South Shetland Islands, Antarctica. Emu 109(4): 305-309. 
Muller-Schwarze, D. & Muller-Schwarze, C. 1973. Differential Predation by South Polar Skuas in an 

Adelie Penguin Rookery. The Condor 75(1): 127-131. 
Mund, M.J. & Miller, G.D. 1995. Diet of the South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki at Cape Bird, 

Ross Island, Antarctica. Polar Biology 15(6): 453-455. 
Newell, D. 2008. Letter: Recent records of southern skuas in Britain. British Birds 101(8): 439-441. 
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