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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Shrike's list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Ross 
Ahmed (www.e3ecology.co.uk/site/staff/ross-ahmed) for the cover images and all those who 
responded with constructive feedback. All images © the photographer. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).  
The Great Grey Shrike and Southern Grey Shrike complex (including Steppe Grey Shrike) taxonomy 
and order follows ’Olsson, U., Alström, P., Svensson, L., Aliabadian, M. & Sundberg, P. 2010. The 
Lanius excubitor (Aves, Passeriformes) conundrum - Taxonomic dilemma when molecular and non-
molecular data tell different stories. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 55: 347-357’. 
    
Final Version  
Version 1.3 (February 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Brown Shrike. Jin Shan Fields, Beidaihe, Hebei Province, China. 12th May 2010. Picture 
by Ross Ahmed. 
Vignette: Woodchat Shrike. Eilat, Israel. 28th March 2009. Picture by Ross Ahmed. 
 
Species              Page No. 
Asian Grey Shrike [Lanius lahtora]       22 

Bay-backed Shrike [Lanius vittatus]       13 

Brown Shrike [Lanius cristatus]          5 

Bull-headed Shrike [Lanius bucephalus]         4 

Burmese Shrike [Lanius collurioides]       13 

Chinese Grey Shrike [Lanius sphenocercus]      24 

Common Fiscal [Lanius sp.]        26 

Desert Grey Shrike [Lanius elegans]       22 

Emin’s Shrike [Lanius gubernator]       13 

Great Grey Shrike [Lanius sp.]        20 

Grey-backed Fiscal [Lanius excubitoroides]      25 

Grey-backed Shrike [Lanius tephronotus]      15 

Iberian Grey Shrike [Lanius meridionalis]      22 

Isabelline Shrike [Lanius isabellinus]       10 

Lesser Grey Shrike [Lanius minor]       16 

Loggerhead Shrike [Lanius ludovicianus]      18 

Long-tailed Fiscal [Lanius cabanisi]       25 

Long-tailed Shrike [Lanius schach]       14 

Mackinnon’s Shrike [Lanius mackinnoni]       16 
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Masked Shrike [Lanius nubicus]        28 

Mountain Shrike [Lanius validirostris]       16 

Newton’s Fiscal [Lanius newtoni]        26 

Northern Fiscal [Lanius humeralis]        26 

Northern Shrike [Lanius borealis]        20 

Red-backed Shrike [Lanius collurio]         7 

Red-tailed Shrike [Lanius phoenicuroides]      12 

Socotra Grey Shrike [Lanius uncinatus]       22 

Somalia Fiscal [Lanius somalicus]       25 

Southern Fiscal [Lanius collaris]         26 

Southern Grey Shrike [Lanius sp.]       22 

Souza’s Shrike [Lanius souzae]          4 

Steppe Grey Shrike [Lanius pallidirostris]      23 

Taita Fiscal [Lanius dorsalis]        25 

Tiger Shrike [Lanius tigrinus]          4 

Woodchat Shrike [Lanius senator]       27 
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Relevant Publications 
Beaman, M. 1994. Palearctic birds: a checklist of the birds of Europe, North Africa and Asia north of 

the foothills of the Himalayas. Harrier Publications, Stonyhurst, Lancashire. 
Bent, A.C. 1965. Life Histories of North American Wagtails, Shrikes and Vireos, and their Allies. 

Dover Publications. 
Cramp, S. & Perrins, C.M. (eds.). 1993. Handbook of the Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North 

Africa, The Birds of the Western Palearctic, Volume 7: Flycatchers to Shrikes. Oxford University 
Press. 

del Hoyo, J. et al. (eds.). 2008. Handbook of the Birds of the World. Volume 13, Penduline-tits to 
Shrikes. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. 

Fry, C.H. et al. 2000. The Birds of Africa: Volume VI - Picathartes to Oxpeckers. Academic Press, 
London. 

Garner, M. & Scally, R. 2014. Birding Frontiers Challenge Series: Autumn. Birding Frontiers. 
Glutz von Blotzheim, U.N. & Bauer, K.M. (eds.). 1993. Handbuch der Vögel Mitteleuropas bd. 13/II. 

Aula-Verlag, Wiesbaden. 
Harris, T. & Franklin, K. 2000. Shrikes & Bush-shrikes. Christopher Helm, A & C Black, London. 
Howell, S.N.G. et al. 2014. Rare Birds of North America. Princeton University Press, Princeton and 

Oxford. 
Jenni, L. & Winkler, R. 1994. Moult and Ageing of European Passerines. Academic Press. 
Lefranc, N. & Worfolk, T. 1997. Shrikes: A Guide to the Shrikes of the World. Pica Press, Sussex. 
Lewington, I. et al. 1991. A Field Guide to the Rare Birds of Britain and Europe. HarperCollins. 
Panov, E.N. 1996. Die Würger der Paläarktis [Shrikes of the Palearctic]. Westarp Wissenschaften. 
Panov, E.N. 2011. The True Shrikes (Laniidae) of the World: ecology, behavior and evolution. 

Pensoft, Sofia & Moscow. 
Parkin, D.T. & Knox, A.G. 2010. The Status of Birds in Britain & Ireland. Christopher Helm. 
Shirihai, H. & Svensson, L. 2018. Handbook of Western Palearctic Birds: Passerines, 2 volumes. 

Helm. 
Snow, D.W. & Perrins, C.M. (eds.). 1998. The Birds of the Western Palearctic Concise Edition 

Volume 2, Passerines. Oxford University Press. 
Svensson, L. 1992. Identification Guide to European Passerines (4th edition). Privately Published, 

Stockholm. 
van Duivendijk, N. 2010. Advanced Bird ID Guide, The Western Palearctic. New Holland. 
van Duivendijk, N. 2011. Advanced Bird ID Handbook, The Western Palearctic. New Holland. 
Vinicombe, K. et al. 1989. The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. Macmillan Press, London 

and Basingstoke. 
Vinicombe, K. et al. 2014. The Helm Guide to Bird Identification. Christopher Helm, London. 
 
General Notes 
Dernjatin, P. 2005. Chokpak - Central Asian songbirds. Alula 11(2): 50-58 (52). 
Doherty, P. 1993. Shrikes in Europe - Butcher birds. Birds Illustrated 2(3): 69-74. 
Ericson, P.G.P. et al. 2000. Major Divisions in Oscines Revealed by Insertions in the Nuclear Gene 

c-myc: A Novel Gene in Avian Phylogenetic. The Auk 117(4): 1069-1078. 
Gantlett, S. 1998. Bird forms in Britain. Birding World 11(6): 232-239. 
Hernández, A. et al. 2004. Identification of Lanius species and subspecies using tandem repeats in 

the mitochondrial DNA control region. Ibis 146: 227-230. 
Krištín, A. et al. 2004. Advances in shrikeology: the 4th International Shrike Symposium, Chemnitz, 

Germany. Biological Letters 41(2): 59-63. 
Kryukov, A.P. 1995. Systematics of small Palearctic shrikes of the 'cristatus group'. Proceedings of 

the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 6: 22-25. 
Lefranc, N. 1998. Letters: Shrikes. Birding World 11(2): 67. 
Mitchell, D. 2011. Birds of Britain: subspecies checklist v1.1. [online PDF]. Available from: 

http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/categories/articleitem.asp?cate=22&topic=155&item=800 [Accessed 
July 2011]. 

Olsson, U. et al. 2010. The Lanius excubitor (Aves, Passeriformes) conundrum -Taxonomic dilemma 
when molecular and non-molecular data tell different stories. Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 55(2): 347-357. 

Panov, E.N. 1995. Superspecies of shrikes in the Former USSR. Proceedings of the Western 
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 6: 26-33. 

Perktaş, U. 2004. Breeding shrike populations in Turkey: status in 1998-2003. Biological Letters 41: 
71-75. 
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Poelstra, J. 2010. Trends in systematics. Speciation in shades of grey: the great grey shrike 
complex. Dutch Birding 32(4): 258-264. 

Riddington, R. 2000. Fair Isle. Dutch Birding 22(1): 1-12. 
Roth, T. 2008. Outward (autumn) bird migration at the Southeastern Peninsula and Cape Greco, 

Cyprus: the phenologies of regular migrants. Sandgrouse 30(1): 77-89 (82-83). 
Yosef, R. & Pinshow, B. 1989. Cache size in shrikes influences female mate choice and 

reproductive success. The Auk 106: 418-421. 
Yosef, R. & Pinshow, B. 2005. Impailing in true shrikes (Laniidae): A behavioural and ontogenetic 

perspective. Behavioural Processes 69: 363-367. 
Yosef, R. 1994. Evaluation of the global decline in the True Shrike (Family Laniidae). The Auk 111: 

228-233. 
Yosef, R. et al. 2000. Proceedings of the 3rd International Shrike Symposium. The Ring 22: 1-217. 
 
Tiger Shrike  
Lanius tigrinus [Drapiez]. 
Ussuriland (extreme SE Russia), Shaanxi, Sichuan & Guizhou (NE & E China), Korea (except S 
coast), Honshu, Sado & E Kyushu (Japan). Winters E Myanmar & SE China S to peninsular Malaysia, 
Singapore, N Laos, C Vietnam & Greater Sundas. 
Other name: Thick-billed Shrike. 
 
King, B. 1983. New bird distribution data for Burma. Natural History Bulletin of the Siam Society 31: 

55-62 (61). 
Stresemann, E. & Stresemann, V. 1971. Die postnuptiale und die praenuptiale Vollmauser der 

asiatischen Würger Lanius tigrinus und L. cristatus [Postnuptial and prenuptial moult of Lanius 
tigrinus and L. cristatus]. Journal für Ornithologie 112(4): 373-395.   

White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Zhang, W. et al. 2007. Taxonomic status of eight Asian shrike species (Lanius): phylogenetic analysis 

based on Cyt b and CoI gene sequences. Acta Ornithologica 42: 173-180. 
         
Souza’s Shrike  
Lanius souzae [Bocage]. 
[L.s. souzae] S PR Congo, SW DR Congo and N & E Angola. 
[L.s. burigi] Rwanda, Burundi & W Tanzania. 
[L.s. tacitus] Cuando Cubango (SE Angola) E to Katanga (SE DR Congo), Zambia, Malawi, W 

Mozambique, extreme N Zimbabwe & NE Namibia. Probably in the Okavango (N Namibia) & N 
Botswana. 

José Augusto de Souza (1837-1889), Portuguese ornithologist and one time Director of Ornithology 
at the Museum in Lisbon. 
 
Benson, C.W. 1950. The races of Lanius souzae Bocage. The Auk 67(3): 394-395. 
Chapin, J.P. 1950. Sousa's Shrike in Tanganyika Territory. The Auk 67(2): 241-242. 
Fuchs, J. et al. 2011. Phylogeography of the fiscal shrike (Lanius collaris): a novel pattern of genetic 

structure across the arid zones and savannas of Africa. Journal of Biogeography 38(11): 2210-
2222. 

Took, J.M.E. 1966. The nest of Souza’s Shrike. Ostrich 37(3): 155-156.   
       
Bull-headed Shrike  
Lanius bucephalus [Temminck & Schlegel]. 
[L.b. bucephalus] Ussuriland (extreme SE Russia), S Manchuria S to Hebei & Shandong (NE China), 

Korea, S Sakhalin Island, S Kurils, Japan, Ryukyu Islands and Daito Island & Ogasawara Island 
(Bonin Islands). Winters S South Korea, Japan (except Hokkaido) and E & SE China. 

[L.b. sicarius] S Gansu (C China).  
 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Hegura-Jima - the Fair Isle of Japan. Birding World 22(12): 506-522 

(plate 44, p. 520). 
Endo, S. 2012. Nest-site characteristics affect probability of nest predation of Bull-Headed Shrikes. 

The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 124(3): 513-517. 
Knystautas, A.J. 1991. Birds in the USSR. Dutch Birding 13(6): 213-216 (plate 214, p. 216). 
Lam, C.Y. 1987. Bull-headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus at Mai Po. Hong Kong Bird Report 1986 p. 

75. 
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Matsui, S. et al. 2006. Direct impact of typhoons on the breeding activity of Bull-headed Shrike Lanius 
bucephalus on Minami-Daito Island. Ornithological Science 5(2): 227-229. 

Moskát, C. et al. 2000. Perch site preference of the Bull-headed Shrike (Lanius bucephalus) during 
the breeding season in Japan. The Ring 22(1): 51-57. 

Takagi, M. & Ogawa, I. 1995. Comparative studies on nest sites and diet of Lanius bucephalus and 
L. cristatus in northern Japan. Proceedings of the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 6: 
200-203. 

Takagi, M. 1999. Some avian morphological traits: age-related morphological difference of the Bull-
headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus. Ibis 141(1): 140-141. 

Talagi, M. 2001. Some effects of inclement weather conditions on the survival and condition of Bull-
headed Shrike nestlings. Ecological Research 16: 55-63. 

Takagi, M. 2002. Change in body mass in relation to breeding phase in bull-headed shrikes. 
Ecological Research 17(3): 411-414. 

Takagi, M. 2002. Prudent investment in rearing nestlings in bull-headed shrikes. Ecological Research 
17(6): 617-624. 

Takagi, M. 2003. Philopatry and habitat selection in Bull-headed and Brown Shrikes. Journal of Field 
Ornithology 74(1): 45-52. 

Takagi, M. 2003. Seasonal change in egg-volume variation within a clutch in the Bull-headed Shrike, 
Lanius bucephalus. Canadian Journal of Zoology 81(2): 287-293. 

Takagi, M. 2004. The timing of clutch initiation in Bull-headed Shrikes (Lanius bucephalus) in relation 
to re-nesting. Ornis Fennica 81(2): 84-90. 

Yamagishi, S. & Saito, M. 1985. Function of courtship feeding in the Bull-headed Shrike, Lanius 
bucephalus. Journal of Ethology 3(2): 113-121. 

Yamagishi, S. et al. 1992. Extrapair fertilization in monogamous Bull-headed Shrikes revealed by 
DNA fingerprinting. The Auk 109(4): 711-721. 

Zhang, W. et al. 2007. Taxonomic status of eight Asian shrike species (Lanius): phylogenetic analysis 
based on Cyt b and CoI gene sequences. Acta Ornithologica 42: 173-180. 

 
Brown Shrike  
Lanius cristatus [Linnaeus]. 
[L.c. cristatus] C & E Siberia S to N Mongolia, L Baikal area, N Sakhalin & W Kamchatka. Winters C & 

S India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, coastal Myanmar & Malay peninsula. 
[L.c. confusus] E Mongolia & SE Transbaikalia E to Amurland & Ussuriland (SE Russia) and 

Manchuria. Winters S Malay peninsula & Sumatra. 
[L.c. lucionensis] E China, Korea & Kyushu (S Japan). Winters mainly coastal SE China, Taiwan, 

Philippines, N Borneo & N Sulawesi. 
[L.c. superciliosus] S Sakhalin Island, S Kuril Islands and Hokkaido & N & C Honshu (N & C Japan). 

Winters mainly coastal S China, Hainan, NE & E Indochina, Sumatra, Java & W Lesser Sundas. 
Other name: Philippine Shrike (lucionensis).  
1st WP Record: [adult] 30th September 1985. Grutness, Sumburgh, Shetland, Scotland. Mark S. 
Chapman. Remained to 2nd October (Hume 1993).  
 
Balachandran, S. & Rajan, S. A. 1994. Philippine Shrike Lanius cristatus lucionensis, a regular 

winter visitor to South India. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 91(1): 143-144. 
Beaumont, J. 2011. Gloden brown. Brown Shrike: Flamborough Head, East Yorkshire, 7 November 

2010. Birdwatch 223: 52. 
Betts, F.N. 1929. Distribution of the Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus cristatus. Journal of the Bombay 

Natural History Society 33(3): 714.  
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Autumn bird migration on Hegura-jima, Japan. Birding World 23(8): 355-

364 (plate 17, p. 362). 
Crosher, J. 2000. The Brown Shrike in County Kerry. Birding World 12(12): 483-486. 
Das, P. et al. 2017. Bruine Klauwier in Den Helder in februari-maart 2017 [Brown Shrike at Den 

Helder in February and March 2017]. Dutch Birding 39(2): 81-85. 
Dean, A.R. 1982. Field characters of Isabelline and Brown Shrikes. British Birds 75(9): 395-406. 
Dean, A.R. 1983. Mystery photographs: Brown Shrike. British Birds 76(5): 229-231. 
Dernjatin, P. & Vattulainen, M. 2001. Beidaihe ja Happy Island - Memories from the years 1997-

2000. Alula 7(3): 94-108 (103). 
Dunn, J. 2004. Shrike surrenders. Brown Shrike: Whalsay, Shetland, 19-24 September 2004. 

Birdwatch 149: 50. 
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Ebels, E.B. 2014. Bruine Klauwier in Azewijnsche Broek [Brown Shrike at Azewijnsche Broek]. Dutch 
Birding 36(1): 69-70. 

Foxall, R. & McLaren, I. 1998. A Brown Shrike in Halifax, Nova Scotia: first for Canada. Birders 
Journal 7: 32-36. 

Gates, J. 2009. The Brown Shrike in Surrey. Birding World 22(10): 435-436. 
Gerritsen, W. et al. 2015. Bruine Klauwier in Azewijnsche Broek in januari-mei 2014 [Brown Shrike at 

Azewijnsche Broek, January to May 2014]. Dutch Birding 37(4): 229-233. 
Giannella, C. et al. 2003. The Brown Shrike in Italy - the first wintering in Europe. Birding World 

16(3): 126-128. 
Hartley, I. 2015. Shrike in hiding. Brown Shrike: Deltebre, Catalonia, Spain, 31 December 2014-1 

March 2015. Birdwatch 274: 8-9. 
Heard, C. 2009. Shrike a light! Brown Shrike: Staines Moor, Surrey, from 11 October 2009. Birdwatch 

210: 50. 
Hume, R.A. 1993. Brown Shrike in Shetland: new to Britain and Ireland. British Birds 86(12): 600-604. 
Imanishi, S. 2002. The drastic decline of breeding population on Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 

superciliosus at Nobeyama plateau in central Japan. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for 
Ornithology 34(1): 228-231. 

Kartha, V.G. 1970. The Brown Shrike in Bhilai. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 10(1): 2-4. 
King, B. et al. 1978. First North American Sighting of Brown Shrike, (Lanius cristatus) and Dusky 

Warbler (Phylloscopus fuscatus), and second record of Red-throated Flycatcher (Ficedula parva). 
American Birds 32(2): 158-160. 

Lamba, B.S. & Narang, M.L. 1977. Occurrence of Brown Shrike, Lanius cristatus cristatus Linnaeus 
near Dehra Dun (U.P.). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 74: 174. 

Lansley, P.S. et al. 2003. Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus on Christmas Island, Indian Ocean. 
Australian Field Ornithology 20: 139-141.  

Lawson, M. 2001. The Brown Shrike on the Isles of Scilly. Birding World 14(10): 428-431. 
Leader, P.J. 2007. The first records of the nominate race of Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus cristatus in 

Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 2001-2002 pp. 188-189. 
Lord Medway 1970. A ringing study of the migrating Brown Shrike in west Malaysia. Ibis 112(2): 184-

198. 
Maclean, I. & Harrop, H. 2009. Identification of putative Brown Shrikes in Cornwall and Shetland. 

Birding World 22(10): 437-439. 
Maggs, H. & Shaw, D. 2000. The Brown Shrike on Fair Isle. Birding World 13(10): 420-422. 
Marchant, B. 2013. Shrike heralds influx. Brown Shrike: Hook-with-Warsash, Hants, 20 September 

2013. Birdwatch 257: 62. 
Marshall, B. 2004. The Brown Shrike in Shetland. Birding World 17(9): 390-391. 
McKee, M. 2017. The Carl Zeiss Award 2017: Brown Shrike, Out Skerries, Shetland, October 2016. 

British Birds 110(8): 464-475. 
Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342 (341 & 342). 
Mohapatra, K.K. & Santharam, V. 1992. Occurrence of Philippine Shrike Lanius cristatus lucionensis 

in coastal Andhra Pradesh. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 89: 255. 
Nielsen, B.P. 1981. Letters: Taxonomy of shrikes. British Birds 74(12): 534-536. 
Raman, T.S. et al. 2013. An expedition to Narcondam: observations of marine and terrestrial fauna 

including the island-endemic hornbill. Current Science 105(3): 346-360. 
Santharam, V. 2008. Sighting of the Philippine Shrike Lanius cristatus lucionensis at Rameswaram 

Island, Tamil Nadu, India. Indian BIRDS 4(1): 28. 
Schols, R. 2005. More birds from northeast China. Birding World 18(9): 385-394 (389). 
Severinghaus, L.L. & Liang, C.T. 1995. Food and foraging behavior of the Brown Shrike Lanius 

cristatus in Taiwan. Proceedings of the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 6: 194-199. 
Severinghaus, L.L. 1996. Territory strategy of the migratory Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus. Ibis 

138(3): 460-465. 
Severinghaus, L.L. The status and conservation of Grey-faced Buzzard-Eagles and Brown Shrikes 

migrating through Taiwan, pp. 203-223. Found in: Salathé, T. (ed.) 1991. Conserving migratory 
birds. ICBP Technical Publication, Cambridge.  

Shaw, D. 2000. Brown Shrike on Fair Isle: what a catch. Birdwatch 102: 60. 
Stresemann, E. & Stresemann, V. 1971. Die postnuptiale und die praenuptiale Vollmauser der 

asiatischen Würger Lanius tigrinus und L. cristatus [Postnuptial and prenuptial moult of Lanius 
tigrinus and L. cristatus]. Journal für Ornithologie 112(4): 373-395. 
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Takagi, M. & Ogawa, I. 1995. Comparative studies on nest sites and diet of Lanius bucephalus and 
L. cristatus in northern Japan. Proceedings of the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 6: 
200-203. 

Takagi, M. 1996. Sexual size dimorphism and sex determination of a Brown Shrike subspecies, 
Lanius cristatus superciliosus. Japanese Journal of Ornithology 45: 187-190. 

Takagi, M. 2003. Philopatry and habitat selection in Bull-headed and Brown shrikes. Journal of Field 
Ornithology 74(1): 45-52. 

Thorup, K. 2000. Brown Shrike at Gedser, Denmark, in October 1988. Dutch Birding 22(5): 278-282. 
Uttangi, J.C. 1994. Rare occurrence of Brown Shrike in urban Dharwad. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 

34(1): 16-17.  
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. et al. 2007. Masters of Mystery Solutions of third round 2007: juvenile 

Turkestan Shrike. Dutch Birding 29(4): 234-237. 
Vinicombe, K. 2009. ID special: The Scilly shrike. Birdwatch 200: 29-32. 
Voous, K.H. 1979. Capricious taxonomic history of Isabelline Shrike. British Birds 72(12): 573-578. 
Votier, S. 1998. Identification: Part two - Lookalike shrikes. Birdwatch 77: 31-36.  
Wassink, A. 2009. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 2. Dutch Birding 31(2): 101-

110 (108). 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Worfolk, T. 2000. Identification of red-backed, isabelline and brown shrikes. Dutch Birding 22(6): 323-

362. 
Yosef, R. 2004. Perch-site use and inter- and intraspecific aggression of migratory Brown Shrikes 

(Lanius cristatus) in Southern Taiwan. Biological Letters 41(2): 113-118. 
Zhang, W. et al. 2007. Taxonomic status of eight Asian shrike species (Lanius): phylogenetic analysis 

based on Cyt b and CoI gene sequences. Acta Ornithologica 42: 173-180. 
 
Red-backed Shrike  
Lanius collurio [Linnaeus]. 
Europe to W Siberia, W Kazakhstan, Turkey & NW Iran. Winters E & S Africa. 
The proposed forms pallidifrons and kobylini are included. 
 
Adamík, P. et al. 2009. Rapid Decline of Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Parasitism in Red-

Backed Shrikes Lanius collurio. Ardea 97(1): 17-22. 
Åkesson, S. et al. 1995. Stopover and fat accumulation in passerine birds in autumn at Ottenby, 

southeastern Sweden. Ornis Svecica 5(2): 81-91. 
Arcas, J. 1998. Diet of Red-backed Shrikes (Lanius collurio L.) in Orense (Galicia, NW Spain). 

Ardeola 45(1): 69-71. 
Ash, J.S. 1970. Observations on a decreasing population of Red-backed Shrikes. British Birds 63(5): 

185-205. 
Baggaley, W. 1942. The larder of a pair of Red-backed Shrikes. British Birds 35: 170-173. 
Barclay, A.M. & Morrison, B.R.S. 1995. Red-backed Shrike breeding in Perthshire. Scottish Birds 

18: 118-119. 
Barone, R. et al. 2006. Capture of a Canarian Endemic Lizard Gallotia galloti by a migrating Red-

backed Shrike Lanius collurio. Alauda 74(3): 338 
Baumgart, W. & Kasparek, M. 1992. Notes on some summer birds of Syria. Zoology in the Middle 

East 6: 13-19 (17). 
Bibby, C. 1973. The Red-backed Shrike: a vanishing British species. Bird Study 20(2): 103-110. 
Callahan, D. 2012. Hybridisation: Back-crossed butcherbirds. Birdwatch 238: 31. 
Callahan, D. 2012. Species profile: Behind the mask. Birdwatch 243: 24-27. 
Carlson, A. 1985. Central place food caching: a field experiment with Red-backed Shrikes (Lanius 

collurio). Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 16: 317-322. 
Carlson, A. 1985. Central place foraging in the Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio): allocation of prey 

between forager and sedentary consumer. Animal Behaviour 33: 664-683. 
Carlson, A. 1985. Prey detection in the red-backed shrike (Lanius collurio): an experimental study. 

Animal Behaviour 33(4): 1243-1249.  
Chylarecki, P. 1991. Letters: Red-backed Shrikes with white primary patches. British Birds 84(2): 69-

71. 
Cleere, N. et al. 2000. Results from a late autumn ringing project in Kuwait 1995. Ringing & Migration 

20: 186-190 (188). 
Davies, M. & Lock, L. 2016. Return of the butcher bird? Prospects for recolonisation of the Red-

backed Shrike in the UK and priorities for conservation. British Birds 109(1): 8-20. 
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Davies, N.R. 1981. Notes: Feeding habits of juvenile Red-backed Shrike. British Birds 74(4): 187. 
Dean, A.R. 1982. Field characters of Isabelline and Brown Shrikes. British Birds 75(9): 395-406. 
Diehl, B. & Myrcha, A. 1973. Bioenergetics of nestling Red-Backed Shrikes (Lanius collurio). The 

Condor 75(3): 259-264. 
Doherty, P.A. 1983. Notes: Red-backed Shrike with white primary patch. British Birds 76(10): 457-

458. 
Evans, C.L. 1933. Notes: Larder of Red-backed Shrike. British Birds 27(5): 134-135. 
Fransson, T. et al. 2005. Non-random distribution of ring recoveries from trans-Saharan migrants 
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Red-tailed Shrike  
Lanius phoenicuroides [Schalow]. 
S & E Kazakhstan S to Transcaspia, NE & E Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan & NW Xinjiang (extreme NW 
China). Winters mainly Arabia and NE & E Africa with some to W Africa. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as a race of Isabelline Shrike. 
Other name: Turkestan Shrike. 
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Dutch Birding 27(3): 155-170 (plate 206, p. 164). 
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13  

Wassink, A. 2009. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 2. Dutch Birding 31(2): 101-
110 (106 & 108). 

Wouters, P. 1996. Izabelklauwier op Texel in oktober 1985 [Isabelline Shrike on Texel in October 
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Burmese Shrike  
Lanius collurioides [Lesson]. 
[L.c. collurioides] Extreme E India & Myanmar S to C Tenasserim Hills and W & C Yunnan E to S 

Guizhou & SW Guangdong (S China), NW & W Thailand, Laos, E Cambodia & N Vietnam. 
[L.c. nigricapillus] S Vietnam. 
Other name: Chestnut-rumped Shrike, Chestnut-backed Shrike.  
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Srinivasan, U. et al. 2010. The birds of Namdapha National Park and surrounding areas: recent 

significant records and a checklist of the species. Forktail 26: 92-116 (111). 
       
Emin’s Shrike  
Lanius gubernator [Hartlaub]. 
R Niger (S Mali) & N Ivory Coast E discontinuously to S Sudan, NE DR Congo & N Uganda. 
Eduard Schnitzer, aka Emin Pasha (1840-1892), German explorer and administrator in Africa, who 
later became a physician in Albania where he was called Emin. 
 
Pavia, M. et al. 2012. New bird records from southwestern Burkina Faso. Malimbus 34: 57-70 (63). 
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26-27. 
  
Bay-backed Shrike  
Lanius vittatus [Valenciennes]. 
[L.v. vittatus] S & E Pakistan, Kashmir, India (except N & NE) & S Nepal. 
[L.v. nargianus] SE Turkmenistan, SE Iran, Afghanistan & Pakistan. 
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Long-tailed Shrike  
Lanius schach [Linnaeus]. 
[L.s. schach] C, S & SE China (including Hainan), Taiwan and Tonkin & Annam (N Vietnam). 
[L.s. erythronotus] SE Kazakhstan, S Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, S Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 

Afghanistan & Pakistan (except SW) E to N & NC India and probably NE Iran. Winters: C Asia & N 
Pakistan populations move SE to India. 

[L.s. caniceps] NC & peninsular India & N Sri Lanka. 
[L.s. tricolor] Nepal & E India E to Myanmar, S Xizang & Yunnan (S China), N Laos & N Thailand. 
[L.s. longicaudatus] C, SE & S Thailand & S Laos and possibly Tenasserim (S Myanmar). 
[L.s. bentet] S Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java, SE Borneo & Lesser Sunda Islands E to Timor. 
[L.s. nasutus] Philippines (except Palawan and Sulu Island). 
[L.s. suluensis] Jolo (Sulu Archipelago, SW S Philippines). 
[L.s. stresemanni] Huon peninsula and adjacent hinterland (NE New Guinea). 
Other names: Black-headed Shrike, Black-capped Shrike, Schach Shrike, Rufous-backed Shrike, 
Rufous-rumped Shrike, Large-nosed Shrike (nasutus), Black-headed Shrike (tricolour), Dusky Shrike 
(melanistic variant). 
1st WP Record: [adult ♂] November 1982. Sede Boqer, near Yeroham, Israel. Remained until 
February 1983 (Shirihai, H. 1996. The Birds of Israel. Academic Press).  
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long-tailed Shrike, Lanius schach (Aves: Laniidae). Mitochondrial DNA Part B 1(1): 23-24. 
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Round, P.D. 1982. Notes on breeding birds in North-west Thailand. Natural History Bulletin of 

the Siam Society 30: 1-14 (8). 
Sarayev, F. 2017. Long-tailed Shrike breeding at Atyrau, Kazakhstan, in June-August 2016. Dutch 
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Sawant, D. 2011. Photographic record of Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach tricolor from Bandhavgarh 

National Park, Madhya Pradesh, India. Indian BIRDS 7 (5): 149. 
Shirihai, H. & Golan, Y. 1994. First records of Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach in Israel and Turkey. 

Sandgrouse 16(1): 36-40.   
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based on Cyt b and CoI gene sequences. Acta Ornithologica 42: 173-180. 
       
Grey-backed Shrike  
Lanius tephronotus [Vigors]. 
[L.t. tephronotus] Nepal E to Arunachal Pradesh (NE India) and S Gansu, Ningxia & E Shaanxi S to 

SE Qinghai, S & E Xizang, SE Yunnan & C Guizhou (C & S China). Winters S to Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Thailand & Indochina. 

[L.t. lahulensis] N Kashmir E to Uttaranchal Pradesh (CN India) and probably W Xizang (SW China). 
Other name: Tibetan Shrike. 
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Forktail 30: 109-121 (111). 
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Mountain Shrike  
Lanius validirostris [Ogilvie-Grant]. 
[L.v. validirostris] Cordillera & N Sierra Madre (N Luzon, N Philippines). 
[L.v. tertius] Mt Halcon & Mt Dulungan (N Mindoro, NC Philippines). 
[L.v. hachisuka] Mt Malindang, mountains of Misamis Oriental, Mt Kitanglad & Civolig, Mt Apo 

(Mindanao, S Philippines). 
The proposed form quartus is included with L.v. hachisuka. 
Other names: Philippine Shrike, Strong-billed Shrike, Grey-capped Shrike. 
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Mackinnon’s Shrike  
Lanius mackinnoni [Sharpe]. 
Obodu Plateau (SE Nigeria) & SW Cameroon S to S PR Congo, NW Angola & N DR Congo E to 
extreme W Kenya and S to SW Uganda, W Rwanda, Burundi and NW & N Tanzania.  
Other names: Mackinnon’s Fiscal, Mackinnon’s Grey Shrike. 
Archibald Donald Mackinnon CMG OBE (1864-1937), Scottish medical doctor who worked in 
Uganda. 
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Lesser Grey Shrike  
Lanius minor [J.F. Gmelin]. 
Spain E thru Italy, Balkans, Turkey, European Russia to W Siberia and S to Iran & C Asia. Winters 
Angola, Namibia, Botswana & South Africa. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 to be polytypic with races minor & turanicus. 
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Loggerhead Shrike  
Lanius ludovicianus [Linnaeus]. 
[L.l. ludovicianus] North Carolina E of Appalachian Mts. S to Gulf Coast states & S tip of Florida. 
[L.l. migrans] S Ontario, S Quebec & S Michigan and E edge of Great Plains E to New York & Atlantic 

coast and S into Mississippi Valley to N Mississippi, Arkansas & N Louisiana. Winters in S of range 
and S to Gulf Coast states & E coast of Mexico. 

[L.l. excubitorides] S British Columbia, C Alberta, S Saskatchewan & SW Manitoba S to E 
Washington, extreme S Oregon, S Idaho, California, Arizona, New Mexico & Texas (except NE) and 
E to North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas & W Oklahoma. Winters in S parts of range 
and S to W Mexico including Baja California. 

[L.l. anthonyi] Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz & Santa Catalina (Channel Islands, off S California). 
[L.l. mearnsi] San Clemente Island (off S California). 
[L.l. grinnelli] Extreme S California S to C Baja California Norte (extreme NW Mexico). 
[L.l. mexicanus] W & C Mexico (including S Baja California) S to Oaxaca. 
The proposed form miamensis is included with L.i. ludovicianus. 
Alfred Webster Anthony (1865-1939), American ornithologist and collector. 
Lt.-Col. Edgar Alexander Mearns (1858-1916), US Army surgeon and collector in Mexico, the 
Philippines and tropical Africa. 
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Great Grey Shrikes  
Great Grey Shrike  
Lanius excubitor [Linnaeus]. 
[L.e. excubitor] N, C & NE Europe E to NW Siberia and S to S Russia. Winters S Scandinavia, Britain 

and W & S France E to Asia Minor, Caucasus & Transcaspia. 
[L.e. homeyeri] E Balkans, Bulgaria, S Romania, Ukraine E to foothills of S Urals and SW Siberia E to 

N foothills of Altai. Winters SW & C Asia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as races of Great Grey Shrike. 
Note: L.e. homeyeri is a synonym for L.e. leucopterus.  
Other name: Steppe Shrike (homeyeri). 
Eugen Ferdinand von Homeyer (1809-1889), German ornithologist. 
 

Northern Shrike  
Lanius borealis [Vieillot].  
[L.b. borealis] N Ontario and N & C Quebec E to Labrador. Winters SE Canada and C & E USA. 
[L.b. bianchii] Sakhalin Island & S Kuril Islands. Winters Hokkaido (N Japan). 
[L.b. funereus] Dzhungarian Alatau Mts (E Kazakhstan) and S & E Tien Shan (Kyrgystan-NW China 

border region). 
[L.b. mollis] Altai & Sayan Mts (SC Russia) & NW Mongolia. Winters S to N China. 
[L.b. sibiricus] C & E Siberia E to Kolyma Basin, Anadyrland & Chukotsk peninsula and S to L Baikal, 

N Mongolia & N Amurland (SE Russia) and possibly Paramushir Island (N Kuril Islands). Winters SC 
Siberia, Mongolia, NE China, Ussuriland and rare irregular winter visitor to extreme SE Europe 
including parts of Ukraine. 

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as races of Great Grey Shrike. 
Other names: North Siberian Shrike (sibiricus), Altai Shrike (mollis). 
Valentin L’vovich Bianki (1857-1920), Russian ornithologist and one time Curator of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences, St. Petersbourg. 
1st WP Record (L.b. borealis): [1st winter] 18th October 2014. Lighthouse Valley, Corvo, Azores 
(Jones 2014). 
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Southern Grey Shrikes 
Desert Grey Shrike  
Lanius elegans [Swainson]. 
[L.e. elegans] NE Mauritania, NW Mali & S Tunisia E to C & S Libya, Egypt including Sinai peninsula, 

SW Israel & NE Sudan S to Port Sudan and possibly NE Niger. 
[L.e. leucopygos] C & S Mauritania, C Mali, C & S Niger, NE Nigeria and probably extreme N 

Cameroon, S Chad, C Sudan & Darfur. 
[L.e. algeriensis] NW Africa along Atlantic & Mediterranean coasts E to N Tunisia & N Libya and S to 

coastal NW Mauritania & N Sahara.  
[L.e. koenigi] Canary Islands. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as races of Southern Grey Shrike. 
Alexander Ferdinand Koenig (1858-1940), German oologist and collector. 

Iberian Grey Shrike  
Lanius meridionalis [Temminck]. 
Iberian peninsula & S France. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as the nominate race of polytypic Southern Grey Shrike. 

Socotra Grey Shrike  
Lanius uncinatus [P.L. Sclater & Hartlaub]. 
Socotra. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as a race of Southern Grey Shrike. 

Asian Grey Shrike  
Lanius lahtora [Sykes]. 
[L.l. lahtora] Pakistan (except N) & foothills of Himalayas in N India S to Karnataka and E to C 

Bangladesh. 
[L.l. buryi] Yemen. 
[L.l. aucheri] CE Sudan S from Port Sudan, Eritrea, N Ethiopia, NW Somalia, Iraq, S Iran, Syria, S 

Lebanon, Israel, SE Sinai peninsula, W Arabian peninsula & Oman. 
The proposed forms jebelmarrae & theresae are included with L.l. aucheri. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as races of Southern Grey Shrike. 
George Wyman Bury (1874-1920), English naturalist and one time political officer in Arabia. 
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Steppe Grey Shrike  
Lanius pallidirostris [Cassin]. 
NW Caspian Sea & S Kazakhstan E to Mongolia & N China and NE Iran, Afghanistan, N Pakistan & 
W foothills of Tien Shan.  
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2008 as a race of Southern Grey Shrike. 
Other names: Saxaul Shrike, Bogdanoff’s Shrike. 
Modest Nikolaevich Bogdanov (1841-1888), Russian explorer and zoologist. 
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Chinese Grey Shrike  
Lanius sphenocercus [Cabanis]. 
[L.s. sphenocercus] E Mongolia E to SE Russia, NE & NC China, N & C Korean peninsula. Winters 

mainly E & SE China and Korea. 
[L.s. giganteus] C & E Qinghai, E Xizang and N & W Sichuan (C China). 
Other names: Long-tailed Grey Shrike, Wedge-tailed Shrike, Large Chinese Shrike. 
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Grey-backed Fiscal 
Lanius excubitoroides [Prévost & Des Murs]. 
[L.e. excubitoroides] Sahel zone of Mauritania and Mali, extreme NE Nigeria, N Cameroon, SW & SE 

Chad & N Central African Republic E to DR Congo, S (but not SW) Sudan & W Uganda. 
[L.e. intercedens] C Ethiopia S & W from L Tana and probably extreme SE Sudan S to NE Uganda & 

W Kenya W of Elgeyo Escarpment. 
[L.e. boehmi] SC Uganda, extreme E DR Congo, E Rwanda, E Burundi, L Victoria S patchily to L 

Malawi (W Tanzania) & E shores of L Victoria (SW Kenya). 
Richard Boehm (1854-1884), German ornithologist and collector in tropical Africa, exploring in 
Zanzibar and around Lakes Tanganyika and Upemba. Died following an attack of malari. 
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Passeriformes). Garcia De Orta: Serie de Zoologia 14(1): 103-106. 
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Long-tailed Fiscal  
Lanius cabanisi [E.J.O. Hartert]. 
S Somalia, S & SE Kenya from E of L Victoria E to the coast and NE & S Tanzania S to Kilosa & Dar 
es Salaam and Usanga Flats (SW Tanzania). 
Jean Louis Cabanis (1816-1906), German ornithologist and founding editor of Journal für 
Ornithologie in 1853. 
 
Brosset, A. 1989. Un cas d'association à bénéfice mutuel, celui de la Pie Grièche Lanius cabanisi 
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and red-billed buffalo weavers]. Revue d’Ecologie 44(1): 103-106. 

  
Taita Fiscal  
Lanius dorsalis [Cabanis].  
Extreme SE Sudan, S Ethiopia & S Somalia (except extreme S coastal zone) S to Kidepo Valley & 
Moroto (NE Uganda), NE & E Kenya except SE coastal strip from Malindi S to Tanzanian border & 
lowlands of Serengeti plains E to Kilimanjaro (NE Tanzania). 
Other name: Teita Fiscal. 
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Somalia Fiscal  
Lanius somalicus [Hartlaub & Heuglin]. 
Extreme SE Sudan, Ethiopia (except N & W), Somalia (except SW) & L Turkana basin E to Marsabit 
(NW Kenya). 
Other name: Karoli Fiscal. 
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Common Fiscals  
 

Northern Fiscal 
Lanius humeralis [Stanley]. 
[L.h. humeralis] C Eritrea, C & S Ethiopia, SE Sudan, E Uganda, W Kenya, Tanzania, N Malawi & N 

Mozambique and probably NE Zambia. 
[L.h. capelli] S Gabon & S PR Congo E to S DR Congo, extreme SW Uganda, Rwanda & Burundi S to 

Angola (except S), Zambia & N Botswana and possibly extreme SW Tanzania and extreme NE 
Namibia. 

[L.h. smithii] S Mauritania & S Mali and S Guinea, Sierra Leone & Liberia E to Central African 
Republic, N PR Congo, SW Sudan & W Uganda. 

 

Southern Fiscal 
Lanius collaris [Linnaeus]. 
[L.c. collaris] Extreme S Namibia, S, C & E South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho & Maputo (extreme S 

Mozambique). 
[L.c. pyrrhostictus] Extreme NE Botswana around Basuto, S Zimbabwe S of Harare, NE & E South 

Africa & SW Mozambique. 
[L.c. subcoronatus] Extreme SE Angola, Namibia (excluding coastal NW & extreme S), Botswana, SW 

Zimbabwe & N South Africa S to NW Northern Cape & C Free State. 
[L.c. aridicolus] SW Angola & dune-fog zone of Namib Desert (NW Namibia). 
[L.c. marwitzi] Highlands of Mpwapwa & Ukagurus S to Njombe, Mt Rungwe & Tukuyu (NE to SC 

Tanzania). 
Other names: Fiscal Shrike, Long-tailed Pied Shrike; Latakoo Fiscal (subcoronatus), South-west 
African Fiscal (subcoronatus), Uhehe Shrike (marwitzi), Uhehe Fiscal (marwitzi). 
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Newton’s Fiscal  
Lanius newtoni [Bocage]. 
São Tomé (São Tomé and Príncipe, Gulf of Guinea). 
Other name: São Tomé Fiscal.  
Col. Francesco Newton (1864-1909), Portugese botonist who collected on São Tomé during 1888. 
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Woodchat Shrike  
Lanius senator [Linnaeus]. 
[L.s. senator] C & S Europe and N Africa. Winters W & C Africa. 
[L.s. badius] Balearic Islands, Capraia, Corsica & Sardinia. Winters W Africa. 
[L.s. niloticus] Cyprus, S & E Turkey, Levant & Kurdistan (N Iraq) E to Zagros Mts (W Iran) and 

possibly SE to Baluchistan and Elburz Mts (Iran). Winters E Africa & SW Arabia. 
The proposed form rutilans is included with L.s. senator. 
Other names: Eastern Woodchat Shrike (niloticus), Balearic Woodchat Shrike (badius). 
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Masked Shrike  
Lanius nubicus [M.H.C. Lichtenstein]. 
Balkan peninsula & Asia Minor S to Levant, Cyprus and N Iraq & Zagros Mts (W Iran) and possibly S 
Turkmenistan & NW Afghanistan. Winters sub-Saharan Africa & SW Arabia. 
Other name: Nubian Shrike. 
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