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Introduction

This is the final version of the Sandgrouse's list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to
Killian Mullarney for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All
images © the photographer.

Please note that this and other Reference Lists | have compiled are not exhaustive and are best
employed in conjunction with other sources.

Joe Hobbs

Index

The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. &
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019)).

Final Version
Version 1.2 (July 2019).

Cover

Main image: Chestnut-bellied and Spotted Sandgrouse. Near Thumrayt, Oman. 3rd November 2008.
Picture by Killian Mullarney.

Vignette: Spotted Sandgrouse. Near Thumrayt, Oman. 3rd November 2008. Picture by Killian
Mullarney.
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Tibetan Sandgrouse

Syrrhaptes tibetanus [Gould].

Tibetan plateau W to Kashmir & Pamir Mts (Tajikistan) and N to Astin Tagh & Nan Shan Mts (NW
China) and E to Qinghai and NW Sichuan (C China).

Jannes, H. & Dernjatin, P. 2004. Tibet - a bird trip to the top of the world. Alula 10(4): 138-148.
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Pallas's Sandgrouse

Syrrhaptes paradoxus [Pallas].

Kazakhstan & Uzbekistan thru Xinjiang (NW China) & Mongolia E to Gansu (NC China) and S to
Kunlun Shan & Qaidam Basin (Qinghai, WC China) and sporadically E to Inner Mongolia &
Heilongjiang (NE China) mainly between 40° N & 50° N and periodic irruptive movements far west of
its normal range.

Peter Simon Pallas (1741-1811), German zoologist who worked in Russia and one of the greatest
18th century naturalists. In addition to various bird species his name is commemorated in the
vernacular and scientific names of mammals and fish.
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Holbourn, J.G. & Gear, M. 1970. Pallas’s Sandgrouse in Shetland. Scottish Birds 6: 204-209.
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Biodiversity Center [Rare clutches from the Netherlands in collection of Naturalis Biodiversity
Center]. Dutch Birding 39(2): 73-80 (74).
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Pin-tailed Sandgrouse

Pterocles alchata [Linnaeus].

[P.a. alchata] Iberian Peninsula & SE France.

[P.a. caudacutus] Morocco E to N Libya and SE Turkey & the Middle East E thru Irag & Iran to
Uzbekistan & S Kazakhstan.
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Hinsley, S.A. & Ferns, P.N. 1994. Time and energy budgets of breeding males and females in
sandgrouse Pterocles species. Ibis 136(3): 261-270.
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Namaqua Sandgrouse

Pterocles namaqua [J.F. Gmelin].

SW Angola & Namibia E to SW Zimbabwe and S thru Botswana, W Transvaal & Orange Free State to
S Cape Province.

Cade, T.J. 1965. Relations between Raptors and Columbiform Birds at a Desert Water Hole. The
Wilson Bulletin 77(4): 340-345.
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Namib Desert Research Station 44: 39-68.



Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse

Pterocles exustus [Temminck].

[P.e. exustus] Mauritania & Senegambia E to Sudan.

[P.e. ellioti] SE Sudan to N Ethiopia & Somalia.

[P.e. olivascens] S Ethiopia S to Tanzania.

[P.e. erlangeri] W & S Arabia.

[P.e. hindustan] SE Iran, Pakistan and most of India. Birds, probably of this race, were released for
‘sporting’ purposes on Hawaii, Molokai and Kauai in the early 1960s. Some may be still established
on Hawaii only.

[P.e. floweri] Nile Valley (C Egypt). Considered extinct at one time and not recorded between the
1930s and 2012 when a team of Austrian and German ornithologists rediscovered this form in the
Nile Valley of Egypt (Khil et al. 2012).

Other names: Indian Sandgrouse, Small Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Lesser Pin-tailed Sandgrouse.

Bruslund, S. et al. 2007. Husbandry of the Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse at Al Wabra wildlife
preservation. International Zoo News 54(2): 80-84.

Bundy, G. 1990. Notes: Sandgrouse taking water from its own breast feathers. British Birds 83(8):
332.

Christensen, G.C. & Bohl, W.H. 1964. A Study and Review of the Common Indian Sandgrouse and
the Imperial Sandgrouse. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Special Scientific Report - Wildlife No. 84.

Christensen, G.C. 1962. Use of the Clap Net for Capturing Indian Sand Grouse. The Journal of
Wildlife Management 26(4): 399-402.

Eds. 2010. Frontispage: Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Oman, November 2009 - picture by Mathias
Schéf. Birding World 23(4): 133.
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19(2): 64-65.
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95-97.

Kalchreuter, H. 1980. The breeding season of the Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus
and the Black-faced Sandgrouse P. decoratus in northern Tanzania and its relation to rainfall.
Proceedings of the 4th Pan-African Ornithological Congress pp. 277-282.
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Birding 34(4): 213-218.
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Njoroge, P. et al. 1997. The validity of open seasons for sandgrouse shooting: analysis of an 11-year
data set from Kenya. African Journal of Ecology 35(3): 186-193.

Paton, P.W.C. et al. 1982. Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse in Hawaii. ‘Elepaio 43: 9-11.

St.Quintin, W.H. 1905. The breeding of Pterocles exustus. Aviculture Magazine new series 3: 64-66.

Spotted Sandgrouse

Pterocles senegallus [Linnaeus].

S Morocco, Western Sahara & Mauritania E thru the Sahara to Ethiopia & N Somalia and Arabian
peninsula & Irag E to Pakistan & NW India.

Other name: Saharan Sandgrouse.

Araba, W. 2005. Distribution and habitat associations of selected breeding birds in Wadi Araba,
Jordan. Sandgrouse 27(1): 24-29 (27).

Dixon, J.E. et al. 1970. Miscellaneous notes on South West African birds. Madoqua 10(2): 149-151.

Hinsley, S.A. 1994. Daily time budgets and activity patterns of sandgrouse (Pteroclididae) in
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Kirwan, G.M. 2000. Spotted Sandgrouse at Birecik, Turkey, in June 1999. Dutch Birding 22(1): 17-18.

Maclean, G.L. 1968. Field Studies on the Sandgrouse of the Kalahari Desert. Living Bird 7: 209-235.

Marchant, S. 1961. Observations on the breeding of the Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata and
senegallus. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 81: 134-141.



Marder, J. et al. 1986. Cutaneous evaporation in heat-stressed Spotted Sandgrouse. The Condor 88:
99-100.

Payne, R.B. 1969. Overlap of Breeding and Molting Schedules in a Collection of African Birds. The
Condor 71(2): 140-145.

Prendergast, H.D.V. 1993. Crop contents of a Spotted Sandgrouse. Bulletin of the Ornithological
Society of the Middle East 31: 29-31.

Thomas, D.H. & Robin, A.P. 1977. Comparative studies of thermoregulatory and osmoregulatory
behaviour and physiology of five species of sandgrouse (Aves: Pterocliidae) in Morocco. Journal of
Zoology 183(2): 229-249.
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Black-bellied Sandgrouse

Pterocles orientalis [Linnaeus].

[P.o. orientalis] Fuerteventura & Lanzarote (Canary Islands), Iberian peninsula and Morocco E to NW
Libya and Cyprus, Israel, Anatolia & Armenia

[P.o. arenarius] NW Kazakhstan E to NW Xinjiang (NW China) and S to Iran, Afghanistan &
Baluchistan (SW Pakistan).

Other names: Imperial Sandgrouse, Oriental Sandgrouse, Large Sandgrouse.

Aourir, M. et al. 2008. Reproductive parameters in captive hand-reared Black-bellied Sandgrouse.
Zoo Biology 27(4): 269-281.

Aourir, M. et al. 2013. Wild-laid versus captive-laid eggs in the Black-bellied Sandgrouse: Is there
any effect on chick productivity? Zoo Biology 32(6): 592-599.

Arkhipov, V.Yu. 2006. Status and distribution of selected bird species on the Russia-Kazakhstan
border northwest of the Caspian Sea. Sandgrouse 28(2): 156-160 (158).

Benitez-Lopez, A. et al. 2011. An improved night-lighting technique for the selective capture of
sandgrouse and other steppe birds. European Journal of Wildlife Research 57(2): 389-393.

Benitez-Lopez, A. et al. 2014. Modelling sandgrouse (Pterocles spp.) distributions and large-scale
habitat requirements in Spain: implications for conservation. Environmental Conservation 41(2):
132-143.

Benitez-Lopez, A. et al. 2014. Niche-habitat mechanisms and biotic interactions explain the
coexistence and abundance of congeneric sandgrouse species. Oecologia 176(1): 193-206.

Cardoso, A.C. et al. 2007. Factors responsible for the presence and distribution of Black-bellied
Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis in the Natura Park ‘Vale do Guadiana’. Ardeola 54(2): 205-215.
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Yellow-throated Sandgrouse

Pterocles gutturalis [A. Smith].
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Pterocles coronatus [Lichtenstein].

[P.c. coronatus] Sahara Desert of S Morocco & Western Sahara E to N Sudan & the Red Sea.
[P.c. vastitas] Sinai & adjacent parts of Israel & Jordan.

[P.c. saturatus] Interior Oman.
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Black-faced Sandgrouse

Pterocles decoratus [Cabanis].

[P.d. decoratus] SE Kenya & E Tanzania.

[P.d. ellenbecki] NE Uganda & N Kenya E to S Ethiopia & S Somalia and E Ethiopia.
[P.d. loveridgei] W Kenya & W Tanzania.
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Madagascar Sandgrouse

Pterocles personatus [Gould].

Madagascar except for the east of the island.
Other name: Masked Sandgrouse.

Pons, P. & Wendenburg, C. 2005. The impact of fire and forest conversion into savanna on the bird
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Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse

Pterocles lichtensteinii [Temminck].

[P.1. lichtensteinii] S Israel, Sinai, SE Egypt & Sudan S to N Ethiopia & N Somalia and Socotra.
[P.1. targius] Sahara & Sahel of S Morocco & Mauritania E to Chad.

[P.l. sukensis] SE Sudan & S Ethiopia S to C Kenya.

[P.l. arabicus] S Arabia E thru S Iran, S Afghanistan to Pakistan.

[P.I. ingramsi] E Yemen.

Other names: Close-barred Sandgrouse, Abyssinian Sandgrouse.

Martin Hinrich Carl Lichtenstein (1780-1857), German physician, traveller and ornithologist who
founded the Berlin Zoo and one time Director of the Zoological Museum, Berlin.
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Painted Sandgrouse

Pterocles indicus [J.F. Gmelin].

Punjab & Rajasthan E to Bihar and S to Tamil Nadu (Indian subcontinent).
Other name: Indian Sandgrouse.
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Four-banded Sandgrouse

Pterocles quadricinctus [Temminck].

Senegambia, Mali, Niger, Chad & Sudan E to Ethiopia and S to Ghana, Nigeria, N Uganda & NW
Kenya.

Other name: Lowe's Four-banded Sandgrouse.

Percy Roycroft Lowe (1870-1948), British ornithologist who was President of the British
Ornithologists’ Union between 1933 and 1943.
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Double-banded Sandgrouse

Pterocles bicinctus [Temminck].

[P.b. bicinctus] Namibia, Botswana & NW Cape Province (South Africa).

[P.b. ansorgei] SW Angola.

[P.b. multicolor] S & E Zambia, S Malawi & W Mozambique S to Transvaal (South Africa).
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Burchell's Sandgrouse

Pterocles burchelli [W.L. Sclater].

SE Angola, Namibia & Botswana E to SW Zambia, Zimbabwe & NW Transvaal and S to N Cape
Province & W Orange Free State.

The proposed form makarikari is not considered valid.

Other names: Variegated Sandgrouse, Southern Spotted Sandgrouse.

William John Burchell (1781-1863), English explorer who spent time in South Africa.
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