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Introduction

| have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when
you find more | would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2018 & 2019 to:
josephobbs@gmail.com.

Please note that this and other Reference Lists | have compiled are not exhaustive and are best
employed in conjunction with other sources.

Grateful thanks to Dominic Mitchell (www.birdingetc.com & www.dominicmitchell.com) and Tom
Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images. All images © the photographers.

Joe Hobbs

Index

The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. &
Donsker, D. (eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List. Available from: http://www.worldbirdnames.org/
[version 8.1 accessed January 2018])).

Note: Seebohm’s Wheatear treated by the IOC as a form of Norther Wheatear is given its own entry
in this note.

Version
Version 1.2 (April 2018).
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Vignette: Black-eared Wheatear. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 15th May 2010. Picture
by Tom Shevlin.
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Other name: Greenland Wheatear (leucorhoa).
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Oenanthe oenanthe seebohmi [Dixon].
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Oenanthe bottae [Bonaparte].
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Hooded Wheatear

Oenanthe monacha [Temminck].
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Oenanthe deserti [Temminck].
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Alstrém, P. & Schekkerman, H. 1988. Desert Wheatear kleptoparasitizing ants. Sandgrouse 10:
111.

Alstréom, P. 1986. Mystery photographs: Isabelline Wheatear. Dutch Birding 8(1): 12-16.

Ash, J.S. 1981. Desert Wheatears Oenanthe deserti in Ethiopia and Somalia. Scopus 5: 35-36.

Aspinall, S.J. 2002. Association between Desert Wheatear & Desert Warbler. Tribulus 12(1): 24-25.

Backhurst, G.C. 1985. Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti in Kenya. Scopus 9: 140-141.

Bannerman, D. & Bannerman, J. 1953. A second journey to the Moroccan Sahara (in 1952) and
over the great Atlas. Ibis 95(1): 128-139.

Bos, E. & de Heer, P. 1984. Desert Wheatear in France in February 1983. Dutch Birding 6(2): 63.

Bundy, G. 1982. Letter: Tail-wagging by wheatears. British Birds 75(8): 387.

Clement, P. 2015. ID Special: Northern, Isabelline and Desert Wheatears. Birdwatch 281: 45-52.

Dennis, R.H. 1971. Desert Wheatear at Fair Isle. Scottish Birds 6: 446-447.

Desfayes, M. & Praz, J.C. 1978. Notes on habitat and distribution of montane birds in southern Iran.
Bonner Zoologische Beitrage 29(1-3): 18-37 (28).

11



Dierschke, J. & Renner, M. 1989. Ein Wistensteinschmétzer Oenanthe deserti auf Sylt [Desert
Wheatear on Sylt]. Limicola 3: 33-35.

Eds. 2004. Desert storm around the British coast. Desert Wheatear influx: Britain, 9-28 November
2003. Birdwatch 139: 51.

Eds. 2015. Spring Desert. Desert Wheatear: Porth Askin, St. Agnes, Scilly, 21-26 March 2015.
Birdwatch 275: 12.

Edwards, G.R. 1950. Desert Wheatear wintering in the West Riding of Yorkshire. British Birds 43(6):
179-183.

Elkins, N. 1986. Letters: Vagrants and Saharan dust. British Birds 79(6): 304-305.

Kylanpéaa, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan.
Forktail 16: 15-28 (24).

Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (60).

Neijts, F. 1984. Woestijntapuit te Eindhoven in november 1970 [Desert Wheatear at Eindhoven in
November 1970]. Dutch Birding 6(2): 61-62.

Nikander, P.J. 2001. Oman. Alula 7(3): 114-121 (119).

Ouwerkerk, A. 1990. Woestijntapuit bij Oud-Alblas in april 1989 [Desert Wheatear near Oud-Alblas in
April 1989]. Dutch Birding 12(1): 3-5.

Peter, H. 1994. The first breeding record of the Desert Wheatear, Oenanthe deserti, in Turkey.
Zoology in the Middle East 10: 27-29.

Phillips, I.M. 1998. Desert Wheatears in Scotland: a review. Birding Scotland 1: 73-74.

Phillips, J. & Phillips, V. 2011. First records for Seychelles of Alpine Swift, Desert Wheatear and the
genus Ficedula. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 18(2): 223-225.

Pittie, A. & Ulla, M.S. 2006. Occurrence of Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti and Isabelline
Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina in Mahbubnagar district, Andhra Pradesh. Journal of the Bombay
Natural History Society 102(2): 234-235.

Prasad, A. 2005. Pune birds, with special reference to distribution updates. Indian BIRDS 1(3): 61-67
(62).

Santharam, V. 1989. The Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti in Madras. Journal of the Bombay
Natural History Society 86(3): 452.

Scott, H.l. 1998. Desert Wheatear at Girdleness, 7 November 1997: the first record for North-East
Scotland. North-East Scotland Bird Report 1997 pp. 101-108.

Sehhatisabet, M.E. et al. 2006. Further significant extensions of migrant distribution and breeding
and wintering ranges in Iran for over sixty species. Sandgrouse 28(2): 146-155.

Shurulinkov, P. & Tsonev, R. 2001. First observation of the desert wheatear Oenanthe deserti in
Bulgaria. Acrocephalus 22(104-105): 53.

Small, B. 2006. More Moroccan birds. Birding World 19(6): 254-262 (plate 7, p. 257).

Smith, K.D. 1971. Notes on Oenanthe Species in Winter in Africa. Bird Study 18(2): 71-80 (72).

Tennant, F. 1993. Desert Wheatear in County Wexford - a species new to Ireland. Irish Birds 5(1):
73-74.

Wassink, A. 2015. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 6. Dutch Birding 37(1): 28-32
(31).

Black-eared Wheatear

Oenanthe hispanica [Linnaeus].
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Cyprus Wheatear

Oenanthe cypriaca [Homeyer].
Cyprus. Winters Sudan and Ethiopia.
Other name: Cyprus Pied Wheatear.
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Pied Wheatear

Oenanthe pleschanka [Lepechin].

E Europe E discontinuously to S Urals, Transbaikalia, C & W Afghanistan, N Pakistan, NW Himalayas
& N China. Winters NE Africa & SW Arabian peninsula.

The white-throated form of Pied Wheatear known as ‘vittata’ is here considered to be a colour morph

of Pied Wheatear although it has been suggested that it could possibly be a hybrid between Pied and
Eastern Black-eared Wheatears.

Other name: Pleschankas Wheatear, Pleschankas Chat.

Pleschanka is the Russian name for this species and not a person.
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White-fronted Black Chat

Oenanthe albifrons [Ruppell].

[O.a. albifrons] Eritrea & N Ethiopia.

[O.a. pachyrhyncha] SW Ethiopia.

[O.a. clericalis] S Sudan, N DR Congo & Uganda.

[O.a. limbata] E Cameroon E to Central African Republic.
[O.a. frontalis] Senegal & Gambia E to N Cameroon.
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Pentholaea albifrons.
Other names: White-fronted Chat, White-forehead Chat.
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Somali Wheatear

Oenanthe phillipsi [Shelley].

N & E Somalia and SE Ethiopia.

Other name: Phillip’s Wheatear.

Ethelbert Edward Lort Phillips (1857-1944), British big-game hunter and collector in East Africa.
The Wheatear was named in his honour by George Ernest Shelley, nephew of Percy Bysshe Shelley.
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Red-rumped Wheatear

Oenanthe moesta [M.H.K. Lichtenstein].

North Africa E to Sinai and S Syria S to Israel & NW Saudi Arabia & E to W Irag.

The proposed form brooksbanki is included with the nominate.

Other names: Buff-rumped Wheatear, Tristram’s Wheatear.

The Reverend Henry Baker Tristram FRS (1822-1906), canon of Durham cathedral, traveller,
archaeologist, naturalist and antiquarian.
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Blackstart

Oenanthe melanura [Temminck].

[O.m. melanura] Israel, Jordan & Sinai (NE Egypt) S to NW & interior C & S Arabia.
[O.m. neumanni] SW Saudi Arabia, W & S Yemen & SW Oman.

[O.m. lypura] NC & NE Sudan SE Egypt S to Eritrea.

[O.m. aussae] NE Ethiopia, Djibouti & N Somalia.

[O.m. airensis] Air (N Niger) E to C Sudan.

[O.m. ultima] E Mali & W Niger.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Cercomela melanura.

Other names: Black-tailed Chat, Black-tailed Rockchat, Black-tailed Cercomela.
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Familiar Chat

Oenanthe familiaris [Wilkes].

[O.f. familiaris] W & E Cape E to R Great Kei (S South Africa).

[O.f. actuosa] W KwaZulu-Natal S to Drakensberg Mts (E South Africa) & Lesotho.

[O.f. hellmayri] SE Botswana E to S Mozambique and Northern Province & N Eastern Cape (E South
Africa).

[O.f. galtoni] E Namibia, W Botswana and N & W Northern Cape (N South Africa).

[O.f. angolensis] SW DR Congo, W Angola & N Namibia.

[O.f. omoensis] SE Sudan, SW Ethiopia, NE Uganda & NW Kenya.

[O.1. falkensteini] SE Senegal E to NW Ethiopia and S Uganda & Tanzania S to Zambezi Valley.
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Cercomela familiaris.

Other name: Red-tailed Chat.

Clancey, P.A. 1962. The South African races of the Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris (Stephens).

Ostrich 33(4): 24-28.
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Brown-tailed Rock Chat

Oenanthe scotocerca [Heuglin].

[O.s. scotocerca] Red Sea hills in NE Sudan and N Eritrea.

[O.s. furensis] E Chad and W Sudan.

[O.s. turkana] S Ethiopia, E Uganda and N & NC Kenya.

[O.s. spectatrix] Awash Valley (E Ethiopia) and adjacent N Somalia.
[O.s. validior] NE Somalia.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Cercomela scotocerca.

Other names: Rockchat, Brown-tailed Rockchat.
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Sombre Rock Chat

Oenanthe dubia [Blundell and Lovat].

EC Ethiopia.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Cercomela dubia.
Other names: Sombre Rockchat, Sooty Chat.
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Brown Rock Chat

Oenanthe fusca [Blyth].

N & C India and NE Pakistan.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as Cercomela fusca.
Other name: Brown Rockchat, Indian Chat.
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Variable Wheatear

Oenanthe picata [Blyth].

NE & SE Iran & Turkmenistan E to W Tien Shan, Pamirs and N & W Pakistan. Winters SW Asia.
Occurs in three colour morphs, i.e. picata, opistholeuca & capistrata.

Other names: Eastern Pied Wheatear, Pied Chat, Strickland’s Wheatear/Chat (opistholeuca morph),
White-capped Wheatear (capistrata morph).

Hugh Edwin Strickland (1811-1853), English ornithologist and geologist who travelled in Greece and
Turkey.

1st WP Record: 24th March 2014. Liyah Reserve, Kuwait (Jones, J. 2014. Bird News - Western
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Black Wheatear

Oenanthe leucura [J.F. Gmelin].

[O.l. leucura] E Portugal, Spain & extreme S France.
[O.1. syenitica] NW Africa E to Jebel Nafusa (NW Libya).
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Abyssinian Wheatear

Oenanthe lugubris [Ruppell].

[O.1. lugubris] Highlands of Eritrea and N & C Ethiopia.

[O.1. vauriei] NE Somalia.

[O.l. schalowi] S Kenya & NE Tanzania.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as races of Mourning Wheatear.
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Oenanthe albonigra [Humel].

Irag & SW Iran E to S & E Afghanistan, N & S Pakistan & NE Arabia.

Other name: Black-headed Wheatear.
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Oenanthe finschii [Heuglin].

[O.f. finschii] Asia Minor & Levant including extreme N Israel E to W & SW Iran. Winters also on
coastal E Mediterranean, N Egypt & Middle East.

[O.f. barnesi] E Turkey, NE & E Iran and W Turkmenistan E to SC Kazakhstan, E Afghanistan & W
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Other name: White-backed Wheatear.
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Mourning Wheatear

Oenanthe lugens [M.H.K. Lichtenstein].

[O.l. lugens] Syria, Israel, Jordan & NW Arabia S to E Egypt & NE Sudan.

[O.1. halophila] N Africa E to W Egypt W of R Nile.

[O.l. persica] NC, WC & SW Iran on the Iranian plateau. Winters Arabia & NE Africa.
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Arabian Wheatear

Oenanthe lugentoides [Seebohm].

[O.l. lugentoides] SW Saudi Arabia & W Yemen.

[O.l. boscaweni] E Yemen & S Oman.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2005 as races of Mourning Wheatear.
Other name: South Arabian Wheatear.
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Chestnut-rumped Wheatears

Kurdish Wheatear

Oenanthe xanthoprymna [Hemprich and Ehrenberg].

SE Turkey to SW Iran and probably extreme NE Iraq. Winters E Egypt S to E Sudan & Eritrea,
Arabian peninsula & NE Somalia.

Other names: Persian Wheatear, Rusty-tailed Wheatear.

Red-tailed Wheatear

Oenanthe chrysopygia [de Filippi].
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