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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Locustella warbler’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful 
thanks to Dick Coombes and Tom Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who 
responded with constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Some species, previously included with the Locustella have been moved to a new genus Helopsaltes, 
which is placed before the Locustella in the list order (for more refer to Alström, P. et al. 2018, full 
reference on page 3 in General Notes). These changes are reflected in this list. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
   
Final Version  
Version 2.10 (April 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main Image: Grasshopper Warbler. Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 2nd June 2006. Picture by 
Richard H. Coombes. 
Vignette: Grasshopper Warbler. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 2nd May 2009. Picture by 
Tom Shevlin. 
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extensive non-monophyly in the avian family Locustellidae. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 
58(3): 513-526. 
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Drovetski, S.V. et al. 2015. Effects of asymmetric nuclear introgression, introgressive mitochondrial 
sweep, and purifying selection on phylogenetic reconstruction and divergence estimates in the 
Pacific clade of Locustella warblers. PLoS One 10(4): p.e0122590. 
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Susanna, K. et al. 2004. Phylogenetic analyses of the diversity of moult strategies in Sylviidae in 
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Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 263(1370): 607-610. 

 
Sakhalin Warbler  
Helopsaltes amnicola [Stepanyan]. 
Sakhalin Island, S Kuril Islands & Hokkaido (Japan). Winters not fully established, possibly 
Philippines, Sulawesi, Moluccas & W New Guinea. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as a race of Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler. Previously included in 
Locustella. 
Other name: Stepanyan’s Grasshopper Warbler, Sakhalin Grasshopper Warbler. 
Leo Surenovich Stepanyan (1931-2002), Armenian ornithologist, college lecturer and author who 
undertook collecting expeditions to the Tien Shan, Pamirs and Urals. 
 
 
Mayr, E. & Vuilleumier, F. 1983. New species of birds described from 1966 to 1975. Journal für 

Ornithologie 124(3): 217-232. 
Rheindt, F.E. et al. 2014. New and significant island records, range extensions and elevational 

extensions of birds in eastern Sulawesi, its nearby satellites, and Ternate. Treubia 41: 67-97 (90-
91). 

Stepanyan, L.S. 1972. [A new species of the genus Locustella (Aves, Sylviidae) from the east 
Palearctic]. Zoologicheskii Zhurnal  51(12): 1896-1897. [in Russian with English summary] 

Stepanyan, L.S. 1973. [Taxonomic notes on Stepanyan’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella amnicola 
Step.] Byulleten' Moskovskogo Obshchestva Ispytatelei Prirody Otdel Biologicheskii 78(3): 38-44. 
[in Russian with English summary] 
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Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler  
Helopsaltes fasciolata [G.R. Gray]. 
E of upper R Ob’ E to Amurland & Ussuriland (SE Russia) & NE China. Winters Philippines, Sulawesi, 
Moluccas & W New Guinea. 
Previously included in Locustella. 
Other names: Large Warbler, Large Grasshopper Warbler. 
George Robert Gray (1808-1872) and / or John Edward Gray (1800-1875), British ornithologists 
and brothers. 
1st WP Record: [1st w. ♀] 26th September 1913. Creac'h Lighthouse, Ile d'Ouessant, Finistere, 
France. Killed striking the lighthouse (Kennerley & Prŷs-Jones 2006). 
 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Autumn bird migration on Hegura-jima, Japan. Birding World 23(8): 355-

364 (plate 6, p. 358). 
Diamond, J.M. 1986. First record of the Large Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella fasciolata, from 

islands east of New Guinea. Emu 86(4): 249. 
Fennell, C.M. 1953. Notes on the birds of Daikokujima, Hokkaido, Japan. The Condor 55(1): 38-42 

(42). 
Harrap, A.H.J. 2007. Eastern promise: the arrival of far-eastern passerine vagrants in autumn. British 

Birds 100(2): 105-111. 
Ido, H. et al. 2009. First authentic records of Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella fasciolata and 

Lanceolated Warbler L. lanceolata in Ehime Prefecture, Japan. Journal of the Yamashina Institute 
for Ornithology 41: 69-73. 

Kennerley, P.R. & Prŷs-Jones, R.P. 2006. Occurrences of Gray's Grasshopper Warbler in Europe, 
including a further case of Meinertzhagen fraud. British Birds 98(10): 506-516. 

Madge, S.C. 1984. Mystery photographs: Gray's Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 77(1): 17-20. 
McKean, J.L. 1984. The occurrence in Australia of Gray's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella fasciolata. 

Australian Bird Watcher 10: 171-172. 
Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342 (337). 
Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (114). 
Rheindt, F.E. et al. 2014. New and significant island records, range extensions and elevational 

extensions of birds in eastern Sulawesi, its nearby satellites, and Ternate. Treubia 41: 67-97 (90-
91). 

Rozendaal, F. 1990. Mystery photographs: Gray's Grasshopper Warbler. Dutch Birding 12(1): 9-11. 
van Loon, A.J. 1990. Siberian Locustella Warblers. Dutch Birding 12(4): 195-197 (plate 138, p. 197). 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
 
Marsh Grassbird  
Helopsaltes pryeri [Seebohm]. 
[L.p. pryeri] N & E Honshu (Japan). Winters S to Shikoku (Japan). 
[L.p. sinensis] Extreme E Mongolia, Heilongjiang, Liaoning & Shanghai (E China) & extreme SE 

Russia. Winters in the basin of lower R Chiang Jiang (S Hubei), N Hunan & N Jiangxi (all SE China). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Megalurus pryeri. Previously included in Locustella. 
Other names: Japanese Swamp Warbler, Japanese Marsh Warbler, Streak-backed Swamp Warbler, 
Grass Warbler. 
James Stovin Pryer (1850-1888), British entomologist, businessman and collector in Japan. 
 
Fujita, G. & Nagata, H. 1997. Preferable habitat characteristics of male Japanese Marsh Warbler 

Megalurus pryeri in breeding season at Hotoke-numa reclaimed area, northern Honshu, Japan. 
Journal of the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 29(1): 43-49. 

Fennell, C.M. et al. 1964. New occurrences and recent distributional records of Korean birds. The 
Condor 66(3): 239-246 (245). 

Gao, M. et al. 2011. Reedbed Management and Breeding of the Marsh Grassbird in the Yalu River 
Estuary Wetlands, China. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 123(4): 755-760. 

Ishibashi, Y. et al. 2000. Isolation and characterization of microsatellite loci in the Japanese marsh 
warbler Locustella pryeri. Molecular Ecology 9(4): 373-375. 

Li, F. & Wang, Q. 2006. Breeding biology of Japanese marsh warbler’s sinensis subspecies [J]. Acta 
Zoologica Sinica 52(6): 1162-1168. 

Ma, Z. et al. 2014. Effects of invasive cordgrass on presence of Marsh Grassbird in an area where it 
is not native. Conservation Biology 28(1): 150-158. 
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Morioka, H. & Shigeta, Y. 1993. Generic allocation of the Japanese Marsh Warbler Megalurus pryeri 
(Aves: Sylviidae). Bulletin of the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo (A) 19(1): 37-43. 

Nagata, H. & Yoshida, H. 1997. Some notes on the wintering ecology of Japanese Marsh Warbler, 
Megalurus pryeri, at two sites around Lake Kasumigaura. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for 
Ornithology 29(1): 50–56. 

Nagata, H. 1997. [Present status of the Japanese marsh warbler (Megalurus pryeri) and its 
conservation]. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 29(1): 27-42. [in Japanese] 

Takahashi, M. et al. 2010. [A case of nest predation of the endangered Japanese marsh warbler 
Locustella pryeri by the Japanese least weasel Mustela nivalis namiyei]. Honyurui Kagaku 50(2): 
209-213. [in Japanese with English summary] 

Takahashi, M. et al. 2013. Nest types and microhabitat characteristics of the Japanese Marsh 
Warbler Locustella pryeri. Ornithological Science 12(1): 3-13. 

Wang, Q. et al. 2015. Nest site characteristics and nest loss of Marsh Grassbird at Zhalong National 
Nature Reserve, China. Journal of Forestry Research 26(3): 785-790. 

Xing, X. et al. 2017. Distinct song parts of the endemic marsh grassbird of China vary with latitude 
and climate among migratory and sedentary populations. Evolutionary Ecology 31(1): 63-76. 

Zhang, W-W. et al. 2010. Genetic diversity and population structure of Marsh Grassbird (Locustella 
pryeri sinensis) in China. Journal of Forestry Research 21(3): 361-366. 

 
Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler  
Helopsaltes certhiola [Pallas]. 
[L.c. certhiola] Transbaikalia E to Sea of Okhotsk (SE Siberia) & NE China. Winters. SE Asia. 
[L.c. sparsimstriata] Tomsk & Novosibirsk (S Siberia) E to L Baikal and S to N Altai Mts & N Mongolia. 

Winters probably in S & SE Asia. 
[L.c. centralasiae] E Kazakhstan, NE Kyrgyzstan and Russian & Gobian Altai S to N China. Winters 

probably India E to Myanmar. 
[L.c. rubescens] R Irtysh E to Kolyma basin & Sea of Okhotsk (Siberia). Winters S & SE Asia. 
[L.c. minor] Amurland (SE Siberia) & NE China. Winters SE Asia. 
Previously included in Locustella. 
Other names: Grey-naped Warbler, Rusty-rumped Warbler. 
Peter Simon Pallas (1741-1811), German zoologist who worked in Russia and one of the greatest 
18th century naturalists. In addition to various bird species his name is commemorated in the 
vernacular and scientific names of mammals and fish as well as a city in Russia, street names and an 
asteroid. 
1st WP Record: [juvenile] 13th August 1856. Helgoland, Pinneberg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 
(BWP 6). 
 
Alström, P. 1992. Letters: More on Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. Birding World 5(3): 118-119. 
Baker, K. 1988. Notes: Identification of Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 81(12): 645. 
Barrington, R.M. 1908. Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler (Locustella certhiola) in Ireland. A new British 

bird. British Birds 2(7): 230-231. 
Bird, D. 1990. Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler and Swainson's Thrush on Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork. 

Irish Birding News 1(2): 55-58. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. ID Notebook: Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler in autumn. Birdwatch 

29: 39. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide: Tests of patience. Birdwatch 27: 40-43. 
Bradshaw, C. 2003. Note: A ‘post-Irish’ review of ‘firsts’ for Britain. British Birds 96(8): 402-405 (404). 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2003. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 29th Report 

(October 2002). Ibis 145: 178-183. 
Broyd, S.J. 1983. Notes: Supercilium of Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 76(2): 89. 
Codlin, T. 2014. Reeling in a rare. Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler: Titchfield Haven NNR, Hampshire, 

6 September 2014. Birdwatch 268: 11. 
Densley, M. 1982. Notes: Identification of Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 75(3): 133-134. 
Fennell, C.M. et al. 1964. New occurrences and recent distributional records of Korean birds. The 

Condor 66(3): 239-246 (244). 
Galsworthy, A.C. 1991. Separation of first-winter Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler from Lanceolated 

Warbler. Hong Kong Bird Report 1990 pp. 155-164. 
George, P.V. & Mathew, I.P. 1965. The Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola rubescens 

Blyth from south India. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 62(2): 304. 
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Gunawardana, J. 1996. Observations on Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella certhiola) at the 
Bellanwila-Attidiya Sanctuary. Ceylon Bird Club Notes April 1996 pp. 30-33. 

Hottola, P. 1991. Letters: Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler identification. Birding World 4(12): 436. 
Joyner, S. 2001. Long-staying Pallas's delights the crowds. Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler: Norfolk, 

22-24 September 2001. Birdwatch 113: 50-51. 
Joyner, S. 2001. The Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler in Norfolk. Birding World 14(9): 382-384. 
Kennerley, P. & Pearson, D. 2010. Identification: Streaked Locustellas. Birdwatch 222: 31-34. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Lidster, J. 2009. Mongolia - vagrants and speciality birds. Birding World 22(8): 336-350 (plate 23, p. 

345). 
Madge, S. 1999. Identification: Streaks ahead. Birdwatch 80: 32-35. 
McElwee, S. 2001. Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler: Northumberland, 29 September 2001. Birdwatch 

113: 51. 
Millington, R. 1998. Locustella warblers in autumn 1998. Birding World 11(10): 387-389. 
Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342 (337). 
Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (113). 
Nisbet, I.C.T. 1967. Migration and moult in Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. Bird Study 14(2): 96-103. 
Oddie, B. 1997. Gripping yarns: PG Tips. Birdwatch 55: 9. 
Osborn, K. et al. 1998. Pallas’s Grasshopper Warblers on Shetland in autumn 1997. Birding Scotland 

1: 14-17. 
Page, D. & Greaves, P.K. 1983. Notes: Identification of Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 

76(2): 88. 
Riddiford, N. & Harvey, P. 1991. Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler identification: some new field 

characters. Birding World 4(9): 324-326. 
Riddington, R. & Reid, J. 1997. Classic Fair Isle: September 1997. Birding World 10(10): 387-389. 
Roberson, D. 1988.The 10 most likely additions to the ABA checklist. Birding XX(6): 353-363. 
Roselaar, C.S. et al. 2006. Siberische Sprinkhaanzangers in Noord-Holland in september 2002-05 

[Pallas's Grasshopper Warblers in Noord-Holland in Sep. 2002-05]. Dutch Birding 28(5): 273-283. 
Roth, T. & Jalilova, G. 2004. First confirmed breeding record of Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler 

Locustella certhiola in Kyrgyzstan. Sandgrouse 26(2): 141-142. 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (113). 
Stoddart, A. 2012. Identification: Grasshopper, Pallas's Grasshopper and Lanceolated Warblers. 

Birdwatch 243: 37-42. 
Thejaswi, S. & Shivaprakash, A. 2004. Observations on the Rusty-rumped Grasshopper-Warbler 

Locustella certhiola (Pallas) at Mysore, Karnataka. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 
101(3): 461-462. 

Udding, H. et al. 1994. Siberische Sprinkhaanzanger bij Castricum in oktober 1991 [Pallas's 
Grasshopper Warbler near Castricum in October 1991]. Dutch Birding 16(1): 9-12. 

van der Lans, F. & Ebels, E.B. 2009. Siberische Sprinkhaanzanger op stormachtige Maasvlakte 
[Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler at Maasvlakte, 3 October 2009]. Dutch Birding 31(6): 402-403. 

van Loon, A.J. 1990. Siberian Locustella Warblers. Dutch Birding 12(4): 195-197 (plate 137, p. 196). 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Williamson, K. 1975. Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler at Fair Isle. British Birds 50: 395-397. 
 
Styan’s Grasshopper Warbler  
Helopsaltes pleskei [Taczanowski]. 
Several small islands (most less than 1km long) in Peter the Great Bay (S Ussuriland, extreme SE 
Russia), Ullung Island & other small islands off the E, S & W coasts of Korea and Izu Islands and 
small islands off SW Honshu & Kyushu (Japan). Winters coastal SE China & N Vietnam. 
Previously included in Locustella. 
Other names: Pleske's Warbler, Taczanowski's Grasshopper Warbler. 
Frederick William Styan (1858-1934), British tea trader and collector in China where he was Curator 
of the Shanghai Museum between 1884 and 1887. He was a Fellow of the Zoological Society and 
elected a member of the British Ornithologists’ Union in 1887. 
Theodor Dimitrievich Pleske (1858-1932), Russian zoologist, geographer, ethnographer who was 
one time Fellow and Director of the Russian Imperial Academy of Science in St. Petersburg. 
Władyslaw Taczanowski (1819-1890), Polish zoologist and ornithologist who is considered one of 
the most important European zoologists of the nineteenth century. He took part in collecting 
expeditions to northwest Africa and South America. 
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Berlijn, M. 1995. Identification of Styan's Grasshopper Warbler in Ussuriland. Dutch Birding 17(4): 
161. 

Fraser, M. 2004. ListCheck: Potential new splits - Locustella warbler. Birdwatch 145: 13. 
Fujita, K. et al. 2005. [Estimated population sizes of Owston's Varied Tits and Taczanowski's 

Grasshopper Warblers, before and after the volcanic eruption of Miyake Island, the Izu Islands, 
Japan]. Strix 23: 105-114. [in Japanese with English summary] 

Kennerley, P.R. & Leader, P.J. 1993. Identification of Middendorff's and Styan's Grasshopper 
Warblers. Dutch Birding 15(6): 241-248. 

Leader, P.J. 1998. Little known Oriental bird: Pleske's Warbler. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 28: 49. 
Leader, P.J. 1998. The winter status and conservation of Styan’s Grasshopper Warbler. Hong Kong 

Bird Report 1996 pp. 158-161. 
Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (114). 
Nagata, H. 1991. The breeding ecology and mating system in Styan’s Grasshopper Warbler, 

Locustella pleskei. DSc thesis, Kyushu University, Fukuoka. 
Nagata, H. 1993. The structure of a local population and dispersal pattern in the Styan's grasshopper 

warbler, Locustella pleskei. Ecological Research 8(1): 1-9.  
Nakamura, Y. et al. 1999. [The First Breeding Record of the Styan's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella 

pleskei in Miyazaki Prefecture]. Japanese Journal of Ornithology 47(2): 61-63. [in Japanese with 
English summary] 

Nazarov, Y.N. & Shibaev, Y.V. 1983. On the breeding biology and taxonomic status of the Pleske's 
Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella pleskei Tacz., new for the USSR. Trudy Zoologicheskogo 
Instituta 116: 72-78. 

Nishiumi, I. et al. 2006. Genetic divergence and phylogeography in Styan's Grasshopper Warbler: 
Cryptic species, subspecies or just populations? Journal of Ornithology 147(5): 220. 

Pilgrim, J.D. et al. 2009. Updates to the distribution and status of birds in Vietnam. Forktail 25: 130-
136 (134). 

Takaki, Y. et al. 2001. The growth bars on tail feathers in the male Styan's Grasshopper Warbler may 
indicate quality. Journal of Avian Biology 32(4): 319-325. 

Yi-Lun, Q. et al. 2006. First Chinese breeding record of Pleske’s Warbler Locustella pleskei, from a 
small island off Qingdao, Shandong province. BirdingASIA 6: 81-82. 

 
Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler  
Helopsaltes ochotensis [Middendorff]. 
Magadan S to mouth of R Amur & Kamchatka (coastal Sea of Okhotsk, E Russia), Sakhalin Island, 
Kuril Islands & N & E Hokkaido (Japan). Winters Philippines & N Borneo. 
Previously included in Locustella. 
Other name: Asiatic Grasshopper Warbler. 
Aleksandr Fedorovitsh von Middendorf (1815-1894), German-Russian traveller and naturalist who 
was a member of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences. He led the first expedition that reached 
peninsular Taimyr and the Amur region in Siberia. 
 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 

National Geographic Society Field Guide. Birding XX(5): 290-303 (299-300). 
Clarke, R. 2006. Three new birds for Australia. Birding World 19(2): 82. 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Autumn bird migration on Hegura-jima, Japan. Birding World 23(8): 355-

364 (plate 7, p. 358). 
Eds. 2005. Photo Salon – Autumn Alaska: The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands. North American 

Birds 59(1): 184-187 (186). 
Fennell, C.M. et al. 1964. New occurrences and recent distributional records of Korean birds. The 

Condor 66(3): 239-246 (244). 
Fraser, M. 2004. ListCheck: Potential new splits - Locustella warbler. Birdwatch 145: 13. 
Kawasaki, S. et al. 1997. [Changes of breeding avifauna at Syunkunitai, eastem Hokkaido]. Strix 15: 

25-38. [in Japanese with English summary] 
Kennerley, P.R. & Leader, P.J. 1993. Identification of Middendorff's and Styan's Grasshopper 

Warblers. Dutch Birding 15(6): 241-248. 
Leader, P.J. 1994. Middendoeff's Grasshopper Warbler. The first record for Hong Kong. Hong Kong 

Bird Report 1993 pp.123-131. 
Lehman, P. 2006. Autumn Plumages from the Bering Sea Region, Alaska. Birding 38(5): 26-33 (32). 
Lightbody, J.P. 1987. Commentaries: Female Choice in Middendorff's Grasshopper-Warbler? The 

Auk 104(3): 549-550. 
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Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (114). 
Nagata, H. 1986. Female choice in Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella ochotensis). The 

Auk 103(4): 694-700. 
Nagata, H. 1987. Commentaries: Response to J.P. Lightbody. The Auk 104(3): 550-551. 
Nagata, H. 1988. An example of facultative polygyny in Middendorff's Grasshopper Warbler 

(Locustella ochotensis). Ecological Research 3(1): 57-60. 
Tammiksaar, E. & Stone, I.R. 2007. Alexander von Middendorff and his expedition to Siberia (1842–

1845). Polar Record 43(3): 193-216. 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
 
Lanceolated Warbler  
Locustella lanceolata [Temminck]. 
[L.l. lanceolata] S Finland & Karelia (Finland-Russia border region) and Perm Krai & W Urals (extreme 

E European Russia) E to lower R Kolyma, S Kamchatka & Sea of Okhotsk and S to Altai, Amurland 
& Ussuriland, extreme N Mongolia & Manchuria (NE China). Winters NE Indian subcontinent, SE 
Asia and N Philippines S to Sumatra & W Java. 

[L.l. hendersonii] Sakhalin, S Kuril Islands and E, NE & N Hokkaido & N Honshu (Japan). Winters SE 
Asia probably. 

Other name: Streaked Warbler. 
Lieut-Col. Dr. George Henderson (1837-1929), British surgeon and diplomat who worked and 
travelled in Asia. 
 
Alström, P. 1989. Bestämning av träsksångare Locustella lanceolata [Identification of Lanceolated 

Warbler]. Vår Fågelvärld 48: 335-346. 
Andersen, E.M. et al. 2008. First record of the Lanceolated Warbler breeding in North America. 

Western Birds 39(1): 2-7. 
Artyukin, Y.B. 1997. [Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata - a new host of oriental cuckoo 

Cuculus saturatus]. Russian Ornithological Journal 6: 9-20. [in Russian] 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. ID Notebook: Primary projection of Lanceolated Warblers. 

Birdwatch 29: 39-40. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide: Tests of patience. Birdwatch 27: 40-43. 
Burton, J.F. & Johnson, E.D.H. 1984. Insect, amphibian or bird? British Birds 77(3): 87-104. 
Caton-Haigh, G.H. 1910. The Lanceolated Warbler (Locustella lanceolata) in Lincolnshire: A new 

British bird. British Birds 3(11): 354-355.   
Caton-Haigh, G.H. 1985. Seventy-five years ago: The Lanceolated Warbler (Locustella lanceolata) in 

Lincolnshire. British Birds 78(4): 200. 
Davis, P. 1961. Lanceolated Warblers at Fair Isle and the problem of identification. British Birds 

54(4): 142-145. 
Fennell, C.M. et al. 1964. New occurrences and recent distributional records of Korean birds. The 

Condor 66(3): 239-246 (244). 
Galsworthy, A.C. 1991. Separation of first-winter Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler from Lanceolated 

Warbler. Hong Kong Bird Report 1990 pp. 155-164. 
Gilroy, J.J. & Lees, A.C. 2003. Vagrancy theories: are autumn vagrants really reverse migrants? 

British Birds 96(9): 427-438. 
Harrap, A.H.J. 2007. Eastern promise: the arrival of far-eastern passerine vagrants in autumn. British 

Birds 100(2): 105-111. 
Hickey, C.M. et al. 1996. First record of a Lanceolated Warbler in California. Western Birds 27(4): 

197-201. 
Ido, H. et al. 2009. First authentic records of Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella fasciolata and 

Lanceolated Warbler L. lanceolata in Ehime Prefecture, Japan. Journal of the Yamashina Institute 
for Ornithology 41: 69-73. 

Kennerley, P. & Pearson, D. 2010. Identification: Streaked Locustellas. Birdwatch 222: 31-34. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Lindblom, K. 2008. Booted Warbler and Lanceolated Warbler in Finland. Alula 14(2): 84-90. 
Madge, S. 1999. Identification: Streaks ahead. Birdwatch 80: 32-35. 
Millington, R. 1998. Locustella warblers in autumn 1998. Birding World 11(10): 387-389. 
Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342 (336). 
Moon, A.V. 1995. From the Rarities Committee's files: Lanceolated Warbler in Shetland. British Birds 

88(9): 435-438. 
Riddiford, N. & Harvey, P.V. 1992. Identification of Lanceolated Warbler. British Birds 85(2): 62-78. 
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Riddington, R. & Reid, J. 1997. Classic Fair Isle: September 1997. Birding World 10(10): 387-389. 
Riley, D. et al. 1993. The Lanceolated Warbler in Norfolk. Birding World 6(10): 396-397. 
Robertson, I. 1989. Mystery photographs: Lanceolated Warbler. British Birds 82(7): 319-321. 
Robson, C. & Davidson, P. 1995. Some recent records of Philippine birds. Forktail 11: 162-167 

(163). 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (113). 
Schols, R. 2005. More birds from northeast China. Birding World 18(9): 385-394 (389). 
Sharrock, J.T.R. 1976. Letter: Lanceolated Warblers and vagrancy patterns. British Birds 69(3): 109. 
Stoddart, A. 2012. Identification: Grasshopper, Pallas's Grasshopper and Lanceolated Warblers. 

Birdwatch 243: 37-42. 
Thompson, P.M. et al. 2014. Notable bird records from Bangladesh from July 2002 to July 2013. 

Forktail 30: 50-65 (59). 
Tjernberg, M. 1991. Differences in singing behaviour between Lanceolated and Grasshopper 

Warblers. Dutch Birding 13(1): 11. 
Tobish Jr., T.G. 1985. The first record of Locustella lanceolata for North America. The Auk 102(3): 

645. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2006. Masters of Mystery Solution: Lanceolated Warbler. 

Dutch Birding 28(2): 108-109. 
van Loon, A.J. 1990. Siberian Locustella Warblers. Dutch Birding 12(4): 195-197 (plates 135 & 136, 

p. 196). 
Verbelen, D. & De Smet, G. 2003. Vijf Kleine Sprinkhaanzangers in België in 1998-2000 en 

voorkomen in Europa [Five Lanceolated Warblers in Belgium in 1988-2000 and Occurrence in 
Europe]. Dutch Birding 25(4): 221-234. 

Votier, S.C. 1995. From the Rarities Committee's files: Lanceolated Warbler in Norfolk, Lanceolated 
Warbler in Shetland. British Birds 88(9): 430-435. 

Warakagoda, D. 1992. The Lanceolated Warbler (Locustella lanceolata): A new species for Sri Lanka 
with two other rare warblers. Loris 19(5): 166-168. 

Ward, P. et al. 1965. A Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata bearing large tumours caused by a 
harpyrhynchid mite. Ibis 107(4): 543-544. 

Wardill, J.C. & Riley, J. 2000. Lanceolated Warbler records from Sangihe Island, North Sulawesi. 
Kukila 11: 148-149. 

White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Zvonov, B.M. 2004. Principles of Acoustic Communication between Man and Birds. Biology Bulletin 

31(2): 151-158. 
 
Brown Bush Warbler  
Locustella luteoventris [Hodgson]. 
Darjeeling (West Bengal, NE India) E to Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland (extreme NE India), Bhutan, W 
& N Myanmar, S & SE China, N Vietnam and probably NE Bangladesh. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus luteoventris. 
 
Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus 

montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363. 
Kennerly, P.R. & Leader, P.J. 1992. Russet Bush Warbler and Brown Bush Warbler: two species 

new to Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 1992 pp. 114-130. 
 
Long-billed Bush Warbler  
Locustella major [W.E. Brooks]. 
[L.m. major] Khagan Valley & Gilgit (NW Himalayas of N Pakistan) and NE Kashmir, Ladakh & Zaskar 

(NW Himalayas of NW India). 
[L.m. innae] Kunlun Mts & W Altun Shan (W & S Xinjiang, W China). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus major. 
Other name: Large-billed Bush Warbler. 
 
Pittie, A. 2011. The dates of seven new taxa described by W. E. Brooks (Certhia Hodgsoni, Sitta 

Cashmirensis, Dumeticola major, Horites [sic] Pallidus, Phylloscopus Tytleri, Motacilla 
Cashmirensis, and Alauda Guttata). Indian BIRDS 7(2): 54-55. 
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Grasshopper Warbler  
Locustella naevia [Boddaert]. 
[L.n. naevia] S Scandinavia & S Finland S to Britain, Ireland, NW Iberia, the Alps & R Danube area E 

to W European Russia & Ukraine. Winters W Africa. 
[L.n. straminea] C & S parts of E European Russia E to SW Siberia, C & E Kazakhstan & Tien Shan 

(NW China). Winters mostly S Asia with some to Ethiopia. 
[L.n. obscurior] Caucasus & E Turkey. Winters possibly in NE Africa & Iran. 
The proposed form mongolica is included with L.n. straminea. 
Other name: Seebohm's Grasshopper Warbler (straminea). 
Henry Seebohm (1832-1895), British businessman, amateur ornithologist and oologist, who travelled 
widely in in Greece, Scandinavia, Turkey and South Africa. He was one of the first European 
ornithologists to accept and adopt the trinomial system of classifying subspecies. 
 
Al-Saghier, O. & Porter, R.F. 1997. The first Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia in Yemen. 

Sandgrouse 19(2): 150-151. 
Anderson, J. 2010. First records of eight bird species for Eritrea. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 

17(1): 66-70. 
Baggott, G.K. 1986. The fat contents and flight ranges of four warbler species on migration in North 

Wales. Ringing & Migration 7(1): 25-36. 
Banwell, A. 1985. Notes: Grasshopper Warbler mistaken for Savi's Warbler. British Birds 78(4): 197. 
Bayly, N.J. & Rumsey, S.J.R. 2007. Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia autumn migration - 

findings from a study in southeast England. Ringing & Migration 23(3): 147-155. 
Bayly, N.J. et al. 2011. Crossing the Sahara desert: migratory strategies of the Grasshopper Warbler 

Locustella naevia. Journal of Ornithology 152(4): 933-946. 
Bensch, S. et al. 1991. Rapid moult among palaearctic passerines in West Africa - an adaptation to 

the oncoming dry season? Ibis 133(1): 47-52. 
Boswall, J. 1985. Letters: Song of Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 78(4): 198. 
Brackenbury, J.H. 1978. A comparison of the origin and temporal arrangement of pulsed sounds in 

the songs of the Grasshopper and Sedge warblers, Locustella naevia and Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus. Journal of Zoology 184(2): 187-206. 

Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide: Tests of patience. Birdwatch 27: 40-43. 
Burton, J.F. & Johnson, E.D.H. 1984. Insect, amphibian or bird? British Birds 77(3): 87-104. 
Castany, J. & López-Iborra, G. 2011. Common Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella naevia. 

Monografies del Museu de Ciencies Naturals 6: 136-143. 
Callion, J. et al. 1990. Notes: Grasshopper Warblers raising two and three broods in Cumbria. British 

Birds 83(11): 506-508. 
Catley, G.P. 1986. Notes: Grasshopper Warbler behaviour when singing. British Birds 79(12): 659. 
Collyer, A.A. et al. 1984. Notes: Similarity between songs of two Locustella warblers and stridulation 

of Roesel's bush-cricket. British Birds 77(3): 112-115. 
Congreve, W.M. 1933. Notes: Large clutch of eggs of Grasshopper Warbler. British Birds 27(5): 135. 
Dean, T. 1993. Behaviour notes: Grasshopper Warbler reeling in response to electric drill. British 

Birds 86(1): 20. 
Eaton, M.A. et al. 2009. Birds of Conservation Concern 3, The population status of birds in the United 

Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man. British Birds 102(6): 296-341. 
Ejsmond, M.E. 2008. The effect of mowing on next year predation of grassland bird nests: 

experimental study. Polish Journal of Ecology 56(2): 299-307. 
Engzell, J. 2017. In the Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia, males with better nutritional 

condition at the winter ground arrive earlier than other males at the breeding ground. Ornis 
Svecica 27: 139-143. 

Eriksson, K. 1969: On the occurrence of the Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia) and River 
Warbler (L. fluviatilis) in Finland related to the bird watching activity. Ornis Fennica 46: 113-125. 

Gilbert, G. 2012. Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia breeding habitat in Britain. Bird Study 
59(3): 303-314. 

Glue, D.E. 1990. Breeding biology of the Grasshopper Warbler in Britain. British Birds 83(4): 131-145. 
Grahn, J.F. 2004. Notes: River Warblers with songs similar to that of Grasshopper Warbler. British 

Birds 97(4): 196. 
Gunawardana, J. 1993. Locustella naevia Seebohm, Grasshopper Warbler. A new sight record from 

Sri Lanka. Ceylon Bird Club Notes December 1993 pp. 107-108. 
Harvey, P.V. & Small, B.J. 2007. From the Rarities Committee's files: Eastern Grasshopper Warbler 

- are there any confirmed British records? British Birds 100(11): 658-664. 
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Hodgson, C.J. 1984. Letters: Sounds of Grasshopper Warbler and wood-crickets. British Birds 77(7): 
328. 

Kasambe, R. et al. 2010. Recent records of birds trapped in spiders’ webs in India. BirdingASIA 13: 
82-84. 

Kehoe, C. 2006. Racial identification and assessment in Britain: a report from the RIACT 
subcommittee. British Birds 99(12): 619-645 (636). 

Kemp, J. 1990. Letters: Grasshopper not Savi's. Birding World 3(8): 286-287. 
Kennerley, P. & Pearson, D. 2010. Identification: Streaked Locustellas. Birdwatch 222: 31-34. 
Kratzer, D. 1999. Rätselvogel 73: Feldschwirl Locustella naevia [Mystery Bird 73: Grasshopper 

Warbler Locustella naevia]. Limicola 13(5): 260-261. 
Kylänpää, J. 2000. Birds of Dera Ismail Khan District of North West Frontier Province in Pakistan. 

Forktail 16: 15-28 (25). 
MacAlister, E. 1936. Notes: Chiff-chaff and Grasshopper Warbler association. British Birds 30(4): 

131. 
Madge, S. 1999. Identification: Streaks ahead. Birdwatch 80: 32-35. 
Mauer, K.A. 1984. Unusual song of Grasshopper Warbler. Dutch Birding 6(1): 16-17. 
McCanch, N. 1975. Juvenile Grasshopper Warbler without tongue-spots. Ringing & Migration 1: 56. 
Miles, W. & Collinson, J.M. 2015. ‘Eastern Grasshopper Warbler’ on Fair Isle: new to Britain. British 

Birds 108(4): 231-236. 
Millington, R. 1998. Locustella warblers in autumn 1998. Birding World 11(10): 387-389. 
Mukhin, A. et al. 2008. Acoustic information as a distant cue for habitat recognition by nocturnally 

migrating passerines during landfall. Behavioral Ecology 19: 716-723. 
O'Sullivan, O. 2004. Discover birds: Warblers - Six summer songsters. Wings 33: 24-26. 
Parmenter, T.W. 1982. The Grasshopper Warbler in Sussex: the results of a breeding survey during 

1977-1980. Sussex Bird Report 1981 pp. 79-82. 
Pavia, M. et al. 2012. New bird records from southwestern Burkina Faso. Malimbus 34: 57-70 (62). 
Prasad, A. 2005. Greater Spotted Eagle, Grasshopper Warbler and Broad-tailed Grassbird near 

Pune, Maharashtra, India. Indian Birds 1(2): 34-35.  
Prytherch, R. 2015. Letters: Grasshopper Warbler sunning. British Birds 108(9): 548. 
Radford, A.P. 1969. Notes: Grasshopper Warblers singing persistently in August. British Birds 

62(11): 498. 
Remeeus, A. 1985. Unusual song of Grasshopper Warbler. Dutch Birding 7(3): 108. 
Riddiford, N. 1983. Recent declines of Grasshopper Warblers Locustella naevia at British bird 

observatories. Bird Study 30(2): 143-148. 
Rumsey, S.J.R. 1975. Mist-netting Grasshopper Warblers. Ringer’s Bulletin 4: 104. 
Schild, D. 1986. Relaxation oscillations and sound production in the Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella 

naevia). Journal für Ornithologie 127(3): 331-336. 
Scott, B. & Dickson, W. 1995. News and Comment: Grasshopper Warbler extinct in Sussex? British 

Birds 88(11): 571. 
Senior, R.J. 1983. Notes: Sounds of Grasshopper Warbler and wood-crickets. British Birds 76(8): 

350. 
Simms, E. 1984. Notes: The songs of three Locustella warblers. British Birds 77(3): 115. 
Stoddart, A. 2012. Identification: Grasshopper, Pallas's Grasshopper and Lanceolated Warblers. 

Birdwatch 243: 37-42. 
Stoddart, A. 2015. Identification: Grasshopper, Savi’s and River Warblers Photo Guide. Birdwatch 

276: 45-52. 
Thorpe, W.H. 1957. Notes: The identification of Savi’s, Grasshopper and River Warblers by means of 

song. British Birds 50(4): 169-171. 
Tjernberg, M. 1991. Differences in singing behaviour between Lanceolated and Grasshopper 

Warblers. Dutch Birding 13(1): 11. 
van Turnhout, C.A.M. et al. 2010. Long-term population developments in typical marshland birds in 

The Netherlands. Ardea 98(3): 283-299. 
Vinicombe, K. 2004. Identification: The reel thing. Birdwatch 143: 23-25. 
Walpole-Bond, J. 1934. Some habits of the Grasshopper-Warbler in Sussex. British Birds 27(12): 

342-351. 
Wilson, J.D. 1985. Notes: Possible mimicry of Corn Bunting song by Grasshopper Warbler. British 

Birds 78(8): 400. 
Zvonov, B.M. 2004. Principles of Acoustic Communication between Man and Birds. Biology Bulletin 

31(2): 151-158. 
 



13  

Chinese Bush Warbler  
Locustella tacsanowskia [Swinhoe]. 
Krasnoyarsk Krai (C Siberia) E thru Transbaikalia to Khabarovsk region (extreme E Russia) and 
adjacent N Mongolia S to E Qinghai, SW Gansu, Sichuan & Guangxi (NE, C & S China). Winters S & 
SE Asia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus tacsanowskius. 
 
Dickinson, E.C. et al. 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler 

Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische Verhandelingen 331: 11-64. 
 
Bamboo Warbler  
Locustella alfredi [Hartlaub]. 
[L.a. alfredi] SE Sudan & W Ethiopia to E DR Congo. 
[L.a. kungwensis] SE DR Congo, W Tanzania & NW Zambia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus alfredi. 
Other names: Bamboo Scrub-Warbler, Newton’s Scrub-Warbler. 
 
Mackworth-Praed, C.W. & Grant, C.H.B. 1941. A Survey of the African Species placed in the Genus 

Bradypterus. Ibis 83(3): 441-455. 
 
River Warbler  
Locustella fluviatilis [Wolf]. 
S Finland, S Sweden, W Germany, E Austria & Bulgaria E to vicinity of R Irtysh (SW Siberia) & NW 
Kazakhstan. Winters E & S Africa. 
 
Alker, P. 1995. The River Warbler in Greater Manchester. Birding World 8(6): 216-217. 
Allen, A. 2010. River in full flow. River Warbler: Thorpe-next-Haddiscoe, Norfolk, 2-17 July 2010. 

Birdwatch 219: 53. 
Barthel, P.H. 1992. Rätselvogel 29: Schlagschwirl Locustella fluviatilis [Mystery Bird 29: River 

Warbler Locustella fluviatilis]. Limicola 6(3): 126-128. 
Benson, C.W. & Irwin, M.P.S. 1965. The River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis (Wolf) in Barotseland, 

southwestern Zambia. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 85: 116. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide: Tests of patience. Birdwatch 27: 40-43. 
Buckland, S. 1995. River Warbler - new to Fife. Fife Bird Report 1994 pp. 84-85. 
Burton, J.F. & Johnson, E.D.H. 1984. Insect, amphibian or bird? British Birds 77(3): 87-104. 
Davis, P. 1962. River Warbler at Fair Isle: a bird new to Britain. British Birds 55(4): 137-138. 
Davis, P. River Warbler on Fair Isle, pp. 112-114. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 1982. 

Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
Davies, P. 1994. Notes: River Warbler reacting to mowing machine. British Birds 87(2): 91. 
Dierschke, J. 1994. Letters: River and Savi's Warbler identification. Birding World 7(7): 287. 
Dove, C.J. et al. 2017. First record of River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis and additional records for 

Plain Nightjar Caprimulgus inornatus and Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius in Djibouti. 
Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 137(1): 67-70. 

Dowsett, R.J. 1972. The River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis in Africa. Zambia Museums Journal 3 pp. 
69-76. 

Ejsmond, M.E. 2008. The effect of mowing on next year predation of grassland bird nests: 
experimental study. Polish Journal of Ecology 56(2): 299-307. 

Ellis, P.M. 1994. River Warbler on Out Skerries, the first for the Shetland recording area. Shetland 
Bird Report 1993 p. 121. 

Eriksson, K. 1969: On the occurrence of the Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia) and River 
Warbler (L. fluviatilis) in Finland related to the bird watching activity. Ornis Fennica 46: 113-125. 

Fouquet, M. et al. 1997. New for the UAE: River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis, Kittlitz's Plover 
Charadrius pecuarius and Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris. Emirates Bird Report 19: 120-122. 

Grant, P.J. 1986. Mystery photographs: River Warbler. British Birds 79(6): 283-284. 
Harrison, J.M. 1958. River Warbler in Switzerland. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 78: 126. 
Herremans, M. 1994. Major concentration of River Warblers Locustella fluviatilis wintering in northern 

Botswana. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 114: 24-26. 
Kaňuščák, P. et al. 2004. Does climate at different scales influence the phenology and phenotype of 

the River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis? Oecologia 141(1): 158-163. 
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Mackowicz, R. 1977. The influence of the biology of the River Warbler (Locustella fluviatilis Wolf.) on 
the effectiveness of the mapping method. Polish Ecological Studies 3: 89-93.   

Mackowicz, R. 1989. Breeding biology of the River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis (Wolf, 1810) in north-
eastern Poland. Acta Zoologica Cracoviensia 32: 331-437. 

Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (62). 

McNee, A. 2009. Take me to the River. River Warbler: Applecross, Highland, 28 June-July 2009. 
Birdwatch 206: 62. 

Nankinov, D.N. 2000. Range expansion and current breeding distribution of River Warbler Locustella 
fluviatilis in Bulgaria. Sandgrouse 22(1): 50-54. 

Normaja, J. 1994. Plumage variation in River Warblers. Birding World 7(3): 192-196. 
Pasanen, E. 1995. Juovattomat sirisijät: Photographs. Alula 1(2): 104. 
Pearson, D.J. & Backhurst, G.C. 1976. The southward migration of Palaearctic birds over Ngulia, 

Kenya. Ibis 118(1): 78-105. 
Pearson, D.J. & Backhurst, G.C. 1983. Moult in the River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis. Ringing & 

Migration 4(4): 227-230.  
Polakowski, M. et al. 2013. Hybridisation or vocal mimicry? A case of a mixed singing River Warbler 

Locustella fluviatilis in eastern Poland. Turkish Journal of Zoology 37: 246-248. 
Pratley, P. 1984. Notes: River Warbler in Norfolk. British Birds 77(5): 213-214. 
Riddiford, N. 1984. Notes: Plumage variations and age characteristics of River Warblers. British 

Birds 77(5): 21. 
Roselaar, C.S. & Aliabadian, M. 2009. Review of rare birds in Iran, 1860s-1960s. Podoces 4(1): 1-

27 (17). 
Sharrock, J.T.R. 1984. Mystery photographs: River Warbler. British Birds 77(5): 205. 
Simms, E. 1984. Notes: The songs of three Locustella warblers. British Birds 77(3): 115. 
Stoddart, A. 2015. Identification: Grasshopper, Savi’s and River Warblers Photo Guide. Birdwatch 

276: 45-52. 
Thorpe, W.H. 1957. Notes: The identification of Savi’s, Grasshopper and River Warblers by means of 

song. British Birds 50(4): 169-171. 
Tucker, J.J. 1978. A River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 'wintering' and moulting in Zambia. Bulletin of 

the British Ornithologists' Club 98: 2-4. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1984. Voorkomen van Krekelzanger in Nederland [Occurrence of River Warbler 

in the Netherlands]. Dutch Birding 6(3): 105-107. 
Vinicombe, K. 2004. Identification: The reel thing. Birdwatch 143: 23-25. 
Willi, G. 1996. Observation of River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis in Liechtenstein. Ornithologische 

Beobachter 93(2): 177-178. 
 
Savi’s Warbler  
Locustella luscinioides [Savi]. 
[L.l. lusciniodes] S Baltic S & E to C Urals, Crimea & Balkans and N Morocco E to N Tunisia. Winters 

Senegal E to L Chad and S to N Ghana. 
[L.l. sarmatica] E Ukraine E to S Urals, Volga valley & N foothills of Caucasus. Winters NE Africa. 
[L.l. fusca] Asia Minor, the Levant, N & S Kazakhstan E from upper Emba valley and the Aral Sea, 

Turkmenistan, NE Iran & NW Afghanistan. Winters NE Africa. 
Paolo Savi (1798-1871), Italian ornithologist and geologist who lectured in Geology at the University 
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Friendly Bush Warbler  
Locustella accentor [Sharpe]. 
Mt Kinabalu and adjoining peaks of Mt Trus Madi & Tam Boyukan (Sabah, N Borneo, Malaysian 
Federation). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus accentor. 
Other name: Kinabalu Bush Warbler. 
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Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 161(982): 75-80. 
 
Chestnut-backed Bush Warbler  
Locustella castanea [Büttikofer]. 
[L.c. castanea] Sulawesi (Sunda Islands, Indonesia). 
[L.c. disturbans] Buru (S Moluccas Islands, Indonesia). 
[L.c. musculus] Seram (Moluccas Islands, Indonesia). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus castaneus. 
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Long-tailed Bush Warbler  
Locustella caudata [Ogilvie-Grant]. 
[L.c. caudata] N Luzon (Philippines). 
[L.c. unicolor] Mindanao except Zamboanga peninsula (S Philippines). 
[L.c. malindangensis] N Zamboanga peninsula (W Mindanao, S Philippines). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus caudatus. 
Other name: Long-tailed Ground Warbler. 
 
Dickinson, E.C. et al. 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler 

Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische Verhandelingen 331: 11-64 (36-37). 
Oliveros, C.H. et al. 2012. The phylogenetic position of some Philippine ‘babblers’ spans the 

muscicapoid and sylvioid bird radiations. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 65(2): 799-804. 
Poulsen, M.K. 1995. The threatened and near-threatened birds of Luzon, Philippines, and the role of 

the Sierra Madre mountains in their conservation. Bird Conservation International 5(1): 79-115 
(102). 

 
David’s Bush Warbler  
Locustella davidi [La Touche]. 
[L.d. davidi] SE Transbaikalia E to W Amurland (SE Russia) and NE China S to N Hubei (C China). 

Winters SE Asia. 
[L.d. suschkini] Altai E to SW Transbaikalia (SC Siberia). Winters SE Asia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus davidi. 
Other names: Siberian Bush Warbler, Baikal Bush Warbler. 
Fr. Jean Pierre Armand David (1826-1900), French Lazarist priest who travelled as a missionary to 
China where he began to collect natural history specimens. Among the many animals he found in 
China were the Giant Panda and Père David's Deer. He effectively succeeded in saving the deer from 
extinction by sending live specimens back to Europe where the Duke of Bedford later established a 
breeding herd at his Woburn Estate.  
 
Alström, P. et al. 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler 

Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 
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Leader, P.J. 2009. Baikal Bush Warbler Bradypterus davidi at Mai Po: the first Hong Kong record. 
Hong Kong Bird Report 2003-2004 pp. 210-214. 
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12: 18-35 (22 & 24). 
Round, P.D. & Baral, H.S. 2013. A record of David’s Bush Warbler Bradypterus davidi in Nepal. 

BirdingASIA 20: 107-109. 
Round, P.D. & Loskot, V. 1995. A reappraisal of the taxonomy of the Spotted Bush-Warbler 

Bradypterus thoracicus. Forktail 10: 159-172. 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (112). 
Thompson, P.M. et al. 2014. Notable bird records from Bangladesh from July 2002 to July 2013. 

Forktail 30: 50-65 (59). 
 
Spotted Bush Warbler  
Locustella thoracica [Blyth]. 
Nepal, Bhutan & NE India E to N Myanmar and SE Xizang & Yunnan E to NC Sichuan, Guizhou & 
Dayao Shan region of Guangxi (W & S China) & E Tibetan plateau from N Qinghai E to SW Gansu & 
S Shaanxi (C China). Winters W Nepal E to Arunachal Pradesh (NE India) in the Himalayan foothills. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus thoracica. 
The proposed form przevalskii is a synonym of thoracica (Alström et al. 2008). 
Other names: Grey-breasted Bush Warbler, Spotted Scrub Warbler. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler 

Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 
154: 291-307. 
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West Himalayan Bush Warbler  
Locustella kashmirensis [Sushkin]. 
Himachal Pradesh & Uttaranchal Pradesh (W Himalayas of NW India) and possibly Kashmir (NW 
India). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as a race of Spotted Bush Warbler. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler 

Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 
154: 291-307. 

Pilgrim, J.D. et al. 2009. Species-level changes suggested for Asian birds, 2007-2008. BirdingASIA 
12: 18-35 (22 & 24). 

 
Taiwan Bush Warbler  
Locustella alishanensis [Rasmussen et al.]. 
Mountains of C & NE Taiwan. 
Previously treated as a form of Russet Bush Warbler B. mandelli (= seebohmi) but here treated as a 
full species after Rasmussen et al. 2000. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus alishanensis. 
 
Alström, P. & Ranft, R. 2003. The use of sounds in avian systematics and the importance of bird 

sound archives. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 123: 114-135. 
Alström, P. et al. 2015. Integrative taxonomy of the Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 

complex reveals a new species from central China. Avian Research 6: 9 DOI 10.1186/s40657-015-
0016-z. 

Chia-Ying, Ko. et al. 2009. Identifying biodiversity hotspots by predictive models: a case study using 
Taiwan’s endemic bird species. Zoological Studies 48(3): 418-431 
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van Rootselaar, O. 2002. New birds for the World: species described during 1999 - 2002. Birding 
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Yuan, H.W. et al. 2005. Short-term responses of animal communities to thinning in a Cryptomeria 
japonica (Taxodiaceae) plantation in Taiwan. Zoological Studies 44(3): 393-402. 

 
Russet Bush Warbler  
Locustella mandelli [W.E. Brooks]. 
[L.m. mandelli] Sikkim, Darjeeling & Assam (NE India) E to Bhutan, W & N Myanmar, S & C China N 

to Sichuan, N Thailand, N Laos & N Vietnam. 
[L.m. melanorhynchus] Hubei S to Fujian (E China). Winters S to SE China. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus mandelli. Previously considered to be a form of L(B). 
seebohmi but here treated as a full species after Dickenson et al. 2000.  
Louis Mandelli (1833-1880), Italian tea planter and ornithologist who is rumoured to have fought with 
General Giuseppe Garibaldi and later settled in Assam, India. 
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Alström, P. et al. 2015. Integrative taxonomy of the Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 
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Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus 
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363. 
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Xia, C-W. et al. 2011. The New Distribution of Russet Bush Warbler (Bradypterus mandelli) and Its 

Vocalization Analysis. Chinese Journal of Zoology 1: 106-108. 
 
Dalat Bush Warbler  
Locustella idoneus [Riley].  
Langbian Plateau (Annam, SC Vietnam). 
Previously treated as a form of Russet Bush Warbler. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2015. Integrative taxonomy of the Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 

complex reveals a new species from central China. Avian Research 6: 9 DOI 10.1186/s40657-015-
0016-z. 

 
Benguet Bush Warbler  
Locustella seebohmi [Ogilvie-Grant]. 
Mountains in Lepanto (NW Luzon, Philippines). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus seebohmi. 
Until 2000 it was known from just a single specimen that was taken in the mountains of Lepanto, 
Philippines in 1894. It was previously considered to be a little known form of Russet Bush Warbler but 
here treated as a full species after Dickinson et al. 2000. 
Henry Seebohm (1832-1895), British businessman, amateur ornithologist and oologist who travelled 
widely in in Greece, Scandinavia, Turkey and South Africa. He was one of the first European 
ornithologists to accept and adopt the trinomial system of classifying subspecies. 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2015. Integrative taxonomy of the Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 

complex reveals a new species from central China. Avian Research 6: 9 DOI 10.1186/s40657-015-
0016-z. 

Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus 
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363. 

Dickinson, E.C. et al. 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler 
Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische Verhandelingen 331: 11-64. 

 
Javan Bush Warbler  
Locustella montis [E.J.O. Hartert]. 
[L.m. montis] Mt Lawu E to Bromo (Mountains of E & C Java) & Bali. 
[L.m. timorensis] Mount Mutis (W Timor, Indonesia) and Alor (E Lesser Sunda Islands, Indonesia).  
Javan Bush Warbler treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus montis. 
Timor Bush Warbler treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as Bradypterus timorensis. 
Other names: Java Scrub Warbler (montis), Timor Bush Warbler (timorensis). 
 
Alström, P. et al. 2015. Integrative taxonomy of the Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 

complex reveals a new species from central China. Avian Research 6: 9 DOI 10.1186/s40657-015-
0016-z. 
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Sichuan Bush Warbler 
Locustella chengi [Alström et al.]. 
Shaanxi, Sichuan, Guizhou, Hubei and northwest Hunan. Winters not known. 
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