American Herring Gull. Dingle Harbour, Co. Kerry, Ireland. 8th April 2004.
Photo: Chris Batty.
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Introduction

This is the final version of the Gulls (Part 2) list, no further updates will be made. It includes all
species of Gull that are included in the genus Larus. Grateful thanks to Chris Batty and Graham Prole
for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All images © the
photographers.

Please note that this and other Reference Lists | have compiled are not exhaustive and are best
employed in conjunction with other sources.

Joe Hobbs

Index

With some exceptions, the general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union
World Bird List (Gill, F. & Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from:
https://mww.worldbirdnames.org/ [version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).

Final Version
Version 1.4 (February 2019).
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Main image: American Herring Gull. Dingle Harbour, Co. Kerry, Ireland. 8th April 2004. Picture by
Chris Batty.

Vignette: Lesser Black-backed Gull. Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght, Co. Dublin, Ireland. 14th July 2012.
Picture by Graham Prole.
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Pacific Gull

Larus pacificus [Latham].

[L.p. pacificus] Tasmania & Victoria. Winters N to New South Wales.
[L.p. georgii] W Australia S & E to S Australia.

Treated by some as Gabianus pacificus.

Other names: Large-billed Gull, Australian Gull.

Coulson, G.M. & Coulson, R.I. 1983. The significance of rubbish tips as an additional food source for
the Kelp Gull and the Pacific Gull in Tasmania. Other Degree thesis, University of Tasmania.

Coulson, R. & Coulson, G. 1993. Diets of the Pacific Gull Larus pacificus and the Kelp Gull Larus
dominicanus in Tasmania. Emu 93: 50-53.

Coulson, R. & Coulson, G. 1998. Population change among Pacific, Kelp and Silver Gulls using
natural and artificial feeding sites in south-eastern Tasmania. Wildlife Research 25(2): 183-198.

Dunnett, G. 1992. Prion Beach Rockshelter: Seabirds and offshore islands in southwest Tasmania.
Australian Archaeology 34: 22-28.

Eds. 2007. Frontispage: Adult Pacific Gull, Tasmania, Australia, December 2005 - picture by Alan
Drewitt. Birding World 20(8): 309.

Green, R.H. & Mollison, B.C. 1961. Birds of Port Davey and south coast of Tasmania. Emu 61(3):
223-236.

Hewitt, S. 2013. Avian drop-catch play: a review. British Birds 106(4): 206-216 (208-211).

Lindsay, M.C.M. & Meathrel, C.E. 2008. Where, When and How? Limitations of the Techniques
Used to Examine Dietary Preference of Pacific Gulls (Larus pacificus) Using Non-consumed Parts
of Prey and Regurgitated Pellets of Prey Remains. Waterbirds 31(4): 611-619.

Sargent, M.C. 1946. Pacific Gull color-banding project, 1942-1945. The Condor 48(4): 179-180.

Stirling, I. et al. 1970. The bird fauna of South Neptune Islands, South Australia. Emu 70(4): 189-192.

Wheeler, R. 1943. Pacific Gull at play? Emu 42(3): 181.

Wheeler, R. 1945. Pacific Gull and mussels. Emu 45(4): 307.

Woodbury, A.M. & Knight, H. 1951. Results of the Pacific Gull color-banding project. The Condor
53(2): 57-77.

Belcher's Gull

Larus belcheri [Vigors].

N Peru to N Chile in the vicinity of the Humboldt Current. Winters N to N Ecuador and S to C Chile.
Other names: Simeon's Gull, Simeon Gull, Band-tailed Guill.

‘Simeons’ is most likely a region where the gull is found rather than commemorating an historic
individual.

Admiral Sir Edward Belcher (1799-1877), British explorer who was in command of the failed Arctic
expedition to locate Sir John Franklin in 1852.

Banks, R.C. et al. 2003. Forty-forth Supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of
North American Birds. The Auk 120(3): 923-931 (926).

Bonilla, S. et al. 2014. Two new Larus gulls recorded in Costa Rica. Marine Ornithology 42: 3-4.

DeBenedictis, P.A. et al. 1994. ABA Checklist Report 1992, New Species, Origin Uncertain. Birding
XXVI(2): 92-102 (101).

Escalante, R. 1962. Frequency of occurrence of some seabirds in Uruguay. The Condor 64(6): 510-
512.

Etherington, G. 2004. OrnithoNews: AOU Checklist updates. Birding World 17(7): 266.

Naupay, A.l. et al. 2015. Finding of pentastomes of genus Reighardia (Pentastomida) in the Belcher's
gull (Larus belcheri). Parasitology International 65: 288-290.

Simeone, A. et al. 2003. Breeding distribution and abundance of seabirds on islands off north-central
Chile. Revista Chilena de Historia Natural 76: 323-333 (328).



Olrog's Gull

Larus atlanticus [Olrog].

Coast of Argentina S of 11°S. Winters Atlantic coast of S Brazil, Uruguay & N Argentina.

Treated by some as a race of Belcher's Gull.

Claes Christian Olrog (1912-1985), Swedish ornithologist domiciled in Argentina who undertook field
expeditions in Argentina, Brazil and Bolivia.
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Black-tailed Gull

Larus crassirostris [Vieillot]

S Kuril Islands, Sakhalin, Popov Island, Moneron Island & Peter the Great Bay (SE Far East Russia),
Japan, Korea & E China. Winters S to N East China Sea & Taiwan Straits.

Other names: Temminck's Gull, Japanese Gull.

Coenraad Jacob Temminck (1778-1858), Dutch ornithologist, illustrator and collector who was the
first director of the National Natural History Museum at Leiden from 1820 until his death.
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Larus marinus [Linnaeus].
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Kelp Gull

Larus dominicanus [Lichtenstein].

[L.d. dominicanus] Coastal S America, Falkland Islands, South Georgia, New. Zealand & Australia.
[L.d. vetula] Coastal S Africa & Namibia.

[L.d. judithae] Kerguelen & the Crozet Islands (Indian Ocean).

[L.d. melisandae] Coasts of SW & S Madagascar.

[L.d. austinus] Antarctica.

Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as monotypic.

Other names: Southern Black-backed Gull, Black-backed Gull, Dominican Gull, Cape Gull (vetula),
Khoisan Gull (vetula), Kerguelen Kelp Gull (judithae), Chandeleur Gull (hybrid Kelp x American
Herring Gull).

1st WP Record (L.d. dominicanus): [adult] 23rd April 1997. Zira Islet, Banc d'Arguin National Park,
Mauritania (Pineau et al. 2001).

1st WP Record (L.d. vetula): January 1995. Jardin des Plantes Zoo, Paris, France. Remained until the
following month. Originally assigned to category D but later upgraded to category A by the CAF
(Jiguet et al. 2004).
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Yellow-footed Gull

Larus livens [Dwight].

Gulf of California (NW Mexico).

Treated as a race of Western Gull by some.
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of Ungava Bay (NW Quebec). Winters Gulf of Saint Lawrence & Newfoundland S to Virginia and
Great Lakes region W to Minnesota with some to Britain & Ireland.

Other name: Kumlien’s Gull (kumlieni).
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Lesser Black-backed Gull

Larus fuscus [Linnaeus].

[L.f. fuscus] Baltic Sea regions of Finland & Sweden E to White Sea with small numbers N Norway.
Winters Africa & SW Asia.

[L.f. graellsii] Iceland, Faroe Islands, Britain, Ireland, France & Iberia. Winters SW Europe S to W
Africa.

[L.f. intermedius] Holland, Denmark & S Norway. Winters W Europe & W Africa.

Treated by Collinson et al. 2008 and IOC to include forms heuglini and barabensis.

Other name: Baltic Gull (fuscus).

Mariano de la Paz Graells (1809-1898), Spanish naturalist who Brehm called the ‘Father of Spanish

Natural History’.
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