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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Gulls (Part 2) list, no further updates will be made. It includes all 
species of Gull that are included in the genus Larus. Grateful thanks to Chris Batty and Graham Prole 
for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All images © the 
photographers.  
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
With some exceptions, the general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union 
World Bird List (Gill, F. & Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: 
https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ [version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
 
Final Version  
Version 1.4 (February 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main image: American Herring Gull. Dingle Harbour, Co. Kerry, Ireland. 8th April 2004. Picture by 
Chris Batty. 
Vignette: Lesser Black-backed Gull. Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght, Co. Dublin, Ireland. 14th July 2012. 
Picture by Graham Prole. 
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Short-billed Gull [Larus brachyrhynchus]       12 
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Pacific Gull  
Larus pacificus [Latham]. 
[L.p. pacificus] Tasmania & Victoria. Winters N to New South Wales. 
[L.p. georgii] W Australia S & E to S Australia. 
Treated by some as Gabianus pacificus. 
Other names: Large-billed Gull, Australian Gull. 
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Sargent, M.C. 1946. Pacific Gull color-banding project, 1942-1945. The Condor 48(4): 179-180. 
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Belcher's Gull  
Larus belcheri [Vigors]. 
N Peru to N Chile in the vicinity of the Humboldt Current. Winters N to N Ecuador and S to C Chile. 
Other names: Simeon's Gull, Simeon Gull, Band-tailed Gull. 
‘Simeons’ is most likely a region where the gull is found rather than commemorating an historic 
individual. 
Admiral Sir Edward Belcher (1799-1877), British explorer who was in command of the failed Arctic 
expedition to locate Sir John Franklin in 1852. 
 
Banks, R.C. et al. 2003. Forty-forth Supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of 

North American Birds. The Auk 120(3): 923-931 (926). 
Bonilla, S. et al. 2014. Two new Larus gulls recorded in Costa Rica. Marine Ornithology 42: 3-4.  
DeBenedictis, P.A. et al. 1994. ABA Checklist Report 1992, New Species, Origin Uncertain. Birding 

XXVI(2): 92-102 (101). 
Escalante, R. 1962. Frequency of occurrence of some seabirds in Uruguay. The Condor 64(6): 510-

512. 
Etherington, G. 2004. OrnithoNews: AOU Checklist updates. Birding World 17(7): 266. 
Naupay, A.I. et al. 2015. Finding of pentastomes of genus Reighardia (Pentastomida) in the Belcher's 

gull (Larus belcheri). Parasitology International 65: 288-290. 
Simeone, A. et al. 2003. Breeding distribution and abundance of seabirds on islands off north-central 

Chile. Revista Chilena de Historia Natural 76: 323-333 (328). 
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Olrog's Gull  
Larus atlanticus [Olrog]. 
Coast of Argentina S of 11°S. Winters Atlantic coast of S Brazil, Uruguay & N Argentina. 
Treated by some as a race of Belcher's Gull. 
Claes Christian Olrog (1912-1985), Swedish ornithologist domiciled in Argentina who undertook field 
expeditions in Argentina, Brazil and Bolivia. 
 
Delhey, J.K.V. et al. 2001. Diet and feeding behaviour of Olrog's gull Larus atlanticus in Bahía 

Blanca, Argentina. Ardea 89: 319-329. 
Devillers, P. 1977. Observations at a breeding colony of Larus (belcheri) atlanticus. Le Gerfaut 67: 

22-43. 
Escalante, R. 1966.Notes on the Uruguayan population of Larus belcheri. The Condor 68: 507-510. 
Herrera, G. et al. 2005. Diet specialization of Olrog's Gull Larus atlanticus during the breeding season 

at Golfo San Jorge, Argentina. Bird Conservation International 15(1): 89-97. 
La Sala, L. & Martorelli, S. 2010. First Report of Olrog's Gull Depredation by Sympatric Kelp Gulls. 

The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 122(1): 188-189. 
Martinez, M.M. et al. 2000. Olrog's Gull Larus atlanticus: specialist or generalist? Bird Conservation 

International 10(1): 89-92. 
Olrog, C.C. 1967. Breeding of the Band-tailed Gull (Larus belcheri) on the Atlantic Coast of 

Argentina. The Condor 69(1): 42-48. 
Pacheco, J.F. et al. 2009. Olrog’s Gull Larus atlanticus in Santa Catarina, Brazil: northernmost 

occurrence and first state record. Cotinga 31: 80-81. 
Prince, P.A. & Payne, M.R. 1979. Current status of birds at South Georgia. British Antarctic Survey 

Bulletin 48: 103-118. 
Spivak, E.D. & Sánchez, N. 1992. Prey selection of L. belcheri atlanticus in Mar Chiquita Lagoon, Bs. 

As. Argentina: a possible explanation for its discontinuous distribution. Revista Chilena de Historia 
Natural 65: 209-220. 

Yorio, P. et al. 1997. Newly discovered breeding sites of Olrog's gull Larus atlanticus in Argentina. 
Bird Conservation International 7: 161-165. 

Yorio, P. et al. 2004. Foraging Patterns of Breeding Olrog's Gull at Golfo San Jorge, Argentina. 
Waterbirds 27(2): 193-199.  

 
Black-tailed Gull  
Larus crassirostris [Vieillot] 
S Kuril Islands, Sakhalin, Popov Island, Moneron Island & Peter the Great Bay (SE Far East Russia), 
Japan, Korea & E China. Winters S to N East China Sea & Taiwan Straits. 
Other names: Temminck's Gull, Japanese Gull. 
Coenraad Jacob Temminck (1778-1858), Dutch ornithologist, illustrator and collector who was the 
first director of the National Natural History Museum at Leiden from 1820 until his death. 
 
Agusa, T. et al. 2005. Body distribution of trace elements in black-tailed gulls from Rishiri Island, 

Japan: Age-dependent accumulation and transfer to feathers and eggs. Environmental Toxicology 
and Chemistry 24(9): 2107-2120. 

Brazil, M.A. 1993. Seabirding in Japan. Dutch Birding 15(4): 160-166 (plate 100, p. 165). 
Chochi, M. et al. 2002. Sexual differences in the external measurements of Black-tailed Gulls 

breeding on Rishiri Island, Japan. Ornithological Science 1: 163-166. 
Choi, J-W. et al. 2001. Chlorinated persistent organic pollutants in black-tailed gulls (Larus 

crassirostris) from Hokkaido, Japan. Chemosphere 44(6): 1375-1382. 
D'Anna, W. et al. 1999. First Texas Record of Black-tailed Gull. Texas Birds 1(2): 20-24. 
Garrett, K.L. & Molina, K.C. 1998. First record of Black-tailed Gull for Mexico. Western Birds 29(1): 

49-54. 
Gull, Y.L. 1998. First record of the Black-tailed Gull for Mexico. Western Birds 29: 49-54. 
Kazama, K. & Watanuki, Y. 2010. Individual differences in nest defense in the colonial breeding 

Black-tailed Gulls. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 64(8): 1239-1246. 
Kazama, K. 2007. Factors affecting egg predation in Black-tailed Gulls. Ecological Research 22(4): 

613-618. 
Kazama, K. et al. 2012. Consistent individual variations in aggressiveness and a behavioral 

syndrome across breeding contexts in different environments in the Black-tailed Gull. Journal of 
Ethology 30(2): 279-288. 

King, J.R. & Carey, G. 2000. Gulls in Japan. Birding World 13(4): 160-163. 
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Knapton, R.W. 1990. Black-tailed Gull in southern Manitoba. Blue Jay 48: 37-38. 
Lee, W-S. et al. 2006. Evaluation of environmental factors to predict breeding success of Black-tailed 

Gulls. Ecological Informatics 1: 331-339. 
Lee, W-S. et al. 2010. Egg survival is related to the colour matching of eggs to nest background in 

Black-tailed Gulls. Journal of Ornithology 151(4): 765-770. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (20-22). 
Lethaby, N. & Bangma, J. 1998. Identifying Black-tailed Gull in North America. Birding XXX(6): 470-

483. 
Lonergan, P. & Millington, R. 2009. Identification of Black-tailed Gull - a photo gallery. Birding World 

22(2): 73-77. 
Lucas, Z. 1997. A Black-tailed Gull on Sable Island, Nova Scotia. Birders Journal 6(4): 205-207. 
Millington, R. 2009. Gulls from a New Horizon - the Pacific Ocean. Birding World 22(2): 57-59. 
Monroe Jr., B.L. 1955. A Gull new to North America. The Auk 72(2): 208. 
Park, S.R. & Chung, H. 2002. How do young black-tailed gulls (Larus crassirostris) recognize adult 

voice signals? Korean Journal of Biological Sciences 6(3): 221-225. 
Park, S.R. & Park, D.S. 1997. Acoustic communication of the Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris): 

the structure and behavioral context of vocalizations. Korean Journal of Biological Sciences 1: 
565-569. 

Robertson, I.S. 1994. The First Sighting of Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris) for Thailand. Natural 
History Bulletin of the Siam Society 42: 294. 

Robson, B. 2001. Letters: Black-tailed Gull getting closer. Birding World 14(7): 306. 
Rosenberg, G.H. 1997. Answers to the April Photo Quiz: juvenile Black-tailed Gull. Birding XXIX(3): 

230-231. 
Schols, R. 2005. Birds from China. Birding World 18(7): 297-303 (302). 
Tiunov, I.M. & Blokhin, A.Yu. 2010. Dynamics of the Abundance of Seagulls (Charadriiformes: 

Laridae) in the Northern Tatar Strait. Russian Journal of Marine Biology 36(1): 43-46 [Original 
Russian text in Biologiya Morya 2010]. 

Tomita, N. & Takagi, M. 2013. Seasonal changes in hatching patterns in relation to incubation 
behavior of the Black-Tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris). The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 125(1): 
121-127. 

Watanuki, Y. 1990. Daily activity pattern of Rhinoceros Auklets and kleptoparasitism by Black-tailed 
Gulls. Ornis Scandinavica 21(1): 28-36. 

Webster, M.A. 1968. Gulls of the South China coast. Hong Kong Bird Report 1967 pp. 31-33 (32). 
Yamashhita, N. et al. 1992. Cytochrome P-450 forms and its inducibility by PCB isomers in black-

headed gulls and black-tailed gulls. Marine Pollution Bulletin 24(6): 316-321. 
 
Heermann's Gull  
Larus heermanni [Cassin]. 
Gulf of California S to Nayarit & Baja California (W Mexico). Winters N to C California.  
Dr. Adolphus Lewis Heermann (1827-1865), American army physician and naturalist who made 
numerous scientific expeditions in the eastern and western North America. 
 
Bartholomew, G.A. & Dawson, W.R. 1979. Thermoregulatory behavior during incubation in 

Heermann's gulls. Physiological. Zoology 52(4): 422-437. 
Bennett, A.F. & Dawson, W.R. 1979. Physiological responses of embryonic Heermann’s Gulls to 

temperature. Physiological Zoology 52(4): 413-421. 
Binford, L.C. 1980. Heermann's Gull invades Alcatraz. Point Reyes Bird Observatory Newsletter 51: 

3. 
Boarman, W.I. 1989. The breeding birds of Alcatraz Island: Life on the Rock. Western Birds 20: 19-

24. 
Bradshaw, J. 2007. Heermann's Gull at Harrison Hot Springs, British Columbia. Wildlife Afield 4(1): 

85. 
Campbell, R.W. et al. 2006. Featured species - Heermann’s Gull. Wildlife Afield 3: 152-204. 
Howell, J. et al. 1983. First nests of Heermann's Gull in the United States. Western Birds 14(1): 39-

46. 
Howell, S.N.G. & Webb, S. 1992. Noteworthy bird observations from Baja California, Mexico. 

Western Birds 23: 153-163 (157). 
Hubbs, C.L. & Bartholomew Jr., G.A. 1951. Persistence of rare color aberration in the Heermann 

Gull. The Condor 53(3): 221-227. 
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Huber, L.N. 1971. First records of Heermann’s Gull (Larus heermanni) for Arizona. The Auk 88(4): 
929. 

Iron, J. & Pittaway, R. 2001. Molts and plumages of Ontario’s Heermann’s Gull. Ontario Birds 19: 65-
78. 

Jehl Jr., J.R. 1976. The northwestern most colony of Heermann's Gull. Western Birds 7(1): 25-26. 
Lozano, E. et al. 2004. Exito reproductivo de la gaviota de patas amarillas (Larus livens) y de la 

gaviota parda (L. heermanni) en el sur del Golfo de California, Mexico [Reproductive success of 
Heermann’s and Yellow-footed Gulls in the south of the Gulf of California, México]. Ornitologia 
Neotropical 15(2): 237-246. 

Mellink, E. 2001. History and status of colonies of Heermann's Gull in Mexico. Waterbirds 24(2): 188-
194. 

Rahn, H. & Dawson, W.R. 1979. Incubation Water Loss in Eggs of Heermann's and Western Gulls. 
Physiological Zoology 52(4): 451-460. 

Roberson, D. et al. 2001. First successful United States nesting of Heermann’s Gull: challenges of an 
urban colonist. North American Birds 55(3): 375-378. 

Tershy, B.R. et al. 1990. Kleptoparasitism of adult and immature Brown Pelicans by Heermann's 
Gulls. The Condor 92(4): 1076-1077. 

Thayer, J.E. 1911. A nesting colony of Heermann Gulls and Brewster Boobies. The Condor 13(3): 
104-106. 

Urrutia, L.P. & Drummond, H. 1990. Brood Reduction and Parental Infanticide in Heermann's Gull. 
The Auk 107(4): 772-774. 

Velarde, E. 1992. Predation of Heermann's Gull (Larus heermanni) chicks by Yellow-footed Gulls 
(Larus livens) in dense and scattered nesting sites. Colonial Waterbirds 15(1): 8-13. 

Velarde, E. 1993. Predation of nesting Larids by Peregrine Falcons at Rasa Island, Gulf of California, 
Mexico. The Condor 95(3): 706-708. 

Velarde, E. 1999. Breeding biology of Heermann's Gulls on Isla Rasa, Gulf of California, Mexico. The 
Auk 116(2): 513-519. 

Vieyra, L. et al. 2009. Effects of parental age and food availability on the reproductive success of 
Heermann's Gulls in the Gulf of California. Ecology 90(4): 1084-1094. 

Wahl, T.R. & Tweit, B. 2000. Seabird abundances off Washington, 1972-1998. Western Birds 31(2): 
69-88 (78). 

 
Common Gull  
Larus canus [Linnaeus]. 
[L.c. canus] Iceland, Britain & Ireland E to White Sea. Winters Europe, N Africa & Persian Gulf. 
[L.c. heinei] The Kanin peninsula & area around Moscow E to NC Siberia (Russia). Winters SE 

Europe, Black & Caspian Seas. 
[L.c. kamtschatschensis] NE Siberia. Winters SE Asia. 
Other names: Mew Gull, Russian Common Gull (heinei), Kamchatka Gull (kamtschatschensis). 
Ferdinand Heine (1809-1894), German ornithologist and collector who amassed one of the largest 
private collection of specimens of the 19th century. 
 
Adriaens, P. & Gibbins, C. 2016. Identification of the Larus canus complex. Dutch Birding 38(1): 1-

63. 
Alfrey, P. & Ahmad, M. 2007. Short-billed Gull on Terceira, Azores in February-March 2003 and 

identification of the 'Mew Gull complex'. Dutch Birding 29(4): 201-212. 
Alström, P. 1993. Common Gull Larus canus Linnaeus recorded in India. Journal of the Bombay  

Natural History Society 90: 509-510. 
Balten, B. et al. 1993. Mystery photographs: possible hybrid Common x Mediterranean Gull. Dutch 

Birding 15(6): 267. 
Barth, E.K. 1955. Egg-laying, incubation and hatching of the Common Gull (Larus canus). Ibis 97(2): 

222-239. 
Bergman, G. 1986. Feeding habits, accommodation to man, breeding success and aspects of 
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Bonaccorsi, G.  2002. Le Goéland cendré Larus canus en Méditerranée: une synthèse [The 
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Bourne, W.R.P. & Patterson, I.J. 1962. The spring departure of the Common Gull from Scotland. 
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88(1): 48. 
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revealed by DNA fingerprinting. Journal für Ornithologie 139(4): 413-420. 
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Egmond aan Zee in februari 2005 [Mew Gull resembling Kamtchata Gull]. Dutch Birding 31(5): 
291-298. 
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80(12): 628. 
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Géroudet, P. 1994. Commentaires sur les colonisations marginales du Goéland cendré Larus canus 
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Jansen, J.J.F.J. & Roselaar, C.S. 2017. Bijzondere legsels uit Nederland in collectie van Naturalis 

Biodiversity Center [Rare clutches from the Netherlands in collection of Naturalis Biodiversity 
Center]. Dutch Birding 39(2): 73-80 (76). 

Jones, J. 2016. Identification: Common, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls Photo Guide. Birdwatch 294: 
45-53. 

Kehoe, C. 1992. A possible hybrid Ring-billed Gull x Common Gull. Birding World 5(8): 312-313. 
Kehoe, C. 2006. Racial identification and assessment in Britain: a report from the RIACT 
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(Larus delawarensis) and Common Gull. American Birds 34(2): 111-117.  
Lewis, B. 1994. Letters: Ring-billed and Mews. Birding XXVI(4): 230-231. 
Ludwigs, J-D. 2001. Silbermöwe Larus argentatus erbeutet adulte Flussseeschwalbe Sterna hirundo 

und Sturmmöwe Larus canus [Herring Gulls Larus argentatus preying upon Common Tern Sterna 
hirundo and Common Gull L. canus] Limicola 15(3): 162-165. 
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Morris, P.I. 1993. Notes: Common and Black-headed Gulls plunge diving after leaves. British Birds 
86(2): 94. 
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Short-billed Gull  
Larus brachyrhynchus [Richardson]. 
N Alaska & N Mackenzie region S to S British Columbia & N Saskatchewan. Winters S to coastal 
California. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 and the IOC as a race of Common Gull. 
Other name: Mew Gull. 
1st WP Record: [adult] 18th February 2003. Praia da Vitoria, Terceira, Azores. Peter Alfrey. 
Remained until 24th February at least (Alfrey & Ahmad 2007). 
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Ring-billed Gull  
Larus delawarensis [Ord]. 
N California, E Washington & British Colombia E to the Great Lakes & St Lawrence River. Winters S 
of breeding range and further S to US Gulf, C America & Greater Antilles with some to Ireland, Britain 
and wider Western Palearctic. 
1st WP Record: [1st winter] 4th November 1945. Horta, Faial, Azores, recovered. It had been ringed 
at Penetang, Georgian Bay, Lake Huron, Ontario, Canada on 10th June 1945 (Cooke 1947).  
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first confirmed breeding record for Ring-billed Gull in the Western Palearctic. Northern Ireland Bird 
Report xviii p. 122. 

Clasper, B. 1989. Notes: Ring-billed Gull displaying to Common Gull. British Birds 82(10): 447. 
Conover, M.R. & Miller, D.E. 1978. Acoustical properties of the swoop-and-soar call of the Ring-

billed Gull. The Auk 95(3): 599-602. 
Conover, M.R. et al. 1979. Female-female pairs and other unusual reproductive associations in Ring-

billed and California Gulls. The Auk 96(1): 6-9. 
Conover, M.R. et al. 1979. Increasing populations of Ring-billed and California Gulls in Washington 

State. Western Birds 10: 31-36. 



14  

Cooke, M.T. 1947. Another transatlantic species. Bird Banding 18: 170. 
Davies, R.H. et al. 1984. Notes: Ring-billed Gulls displaying in West Glamorgan. British Birds 77(5): 

208. 
Dawson, W.R. et al. 1976. Metabolism and thermoregulation in hatchling ring-billed gull. The Condor 

78(1): 49-60. 
de Schutter, B.J. 1992. Nearctic Gulls in the Western Palearctic. Dutch Birding 14(2): 54. 
DeBenedictis, P. 1994. Letters: Ring-billed and Mews. Birding XXVI(4): 231. 
Eds. 2010. Frontispage: Adult winter Laughing Gull and adult winter Ring-billed Gull, Beaumont, 

Texas, USA, January 2007 - picture by Richard Millington. Birding World 23(3): 89. 
Elliott, M. 1992. Masterguide: Ring-billed Gull confusion risks. Birdwatch 1(6): 44-48. 
Emlen, J.T. et al. 1966. Predator-induced parental neglect in a Ring-billed Gull colony. Behavior 33: 

237-261. 
Fairbank, R.J. 2002. Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis and Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

in Venezuela. Cotinga 17: 78. 
Fetterolf, P.M. 1983. Effects of investigator activity on Ring-billed Gull behavior and reproductive 

performance. The Wilson Bulletin 95(1): 23-41. 
Gabrey, S.W. 1996. Migration and dispersal in Great Lakes Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. Journal of 

Field Ornithology 67: 327-339. 
Grant, P.J. 1973. Field identification of Ring-billed Gulls. British Birds 66: 115-118. 
Grantham, M. 2004. Ringing in December. Birding World 17(11): 482. 
Hanisek, G. 1996. Letters: More Fruit-eating Gulls. Birding XXVIII(3): 191. 
Harrop, H.R. 1993. Mystery photographs: 1st winter Ring-billed Gull. British Birds 86(6): 268-269. 
Hayward, J.L. et al. 1982. Mount St. Helens ash: its impact on breeding Ring-billed and California 

Gulls. The Auk 99(4): 623-631. 
Hewitt, S. 2013. Avian drop-catch play: a review. British Birds 106(4): 206-216 (208-211). 
Hillary, F.J. 2009. Ring-billed Gull captures Barn Swallow in flight. Wildlife Afield 6(2): 160-161. 
Hoogendoorn, W. & Steinhaus, G.H. 1990. Nearctic gulls in the Western Palearctic. Dutch Birding 

12(3): 109-164. 
Hoogendoorn, W. 1982. Ring-billed Gull in Morocco in August 1982. Dutch Birding 4(3): 91-92. 
Hoogendoorn, W. et al. 2003. Interesting gull records at Porto, Portugal, in March-April 2001. Dutch 

Birding 25(4): 246-247. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2000. Letters: Moult and age of first year 'white-winged' gulls. British Birds 93(2): 99. 
Howells, R.J. 1986. Notes: Ring-billed Gulls displaying in West Glamorgan. British Birds 79(1): 42. 
Hume, R.A. 1973. Ring-billed Gull in Glamorgan: a species new to Britain and Ireland. British Birds 

66: 509-512. 
Hume, R.A. Ring-billed Gull in West Glamorgan, pp. 184-190. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, 

P.J. 1982. Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
Jones, J. 2016. Identification: Common, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls Photo Guide. Birdwatch 294: 

45-53. 
Kaufman, K. 1989. Answers to the June Photo Quiz: juvenal - first basic Ring-billed Gull. Birding 

XXI(4): 213-215. 
Kaufman, K. 1993. Answers to the October Photo Quiz: Ring-billed Gull. Birding XXV(6): 432-433. 
Kehoe, C. 1992. A possible hybrid Ring-billed Gull x Common Gull. Birding World 5(8): 312-313. 
King, B. 1981. Notes: Caspian Terns sun-bathing with Ring-billed Gulls. British Birds 74(4): 181. 
Kinkel, L.K. 1993. Ringside Seat – Observing a raucous colony of Ring-billed Gulls. Birder’s World 

7(2): 38-41. 
Kirkham, I.R. & Morris, R.D. 1979. Feeding ecology of ring-billed gull (Larus delawarensis) chicks. 

Canadian Journal of Zoology 57(5): 1086-1090. 
Kovacs, K.M. & Ryder, J.P. 1981. Nest-site tenacity and mate fidelity in female-female pairs of Ring-

billed Gulls. The Auk 98(3): 625-627. 
Lansdown, P. 1998. Mystery photographs: Ring-billed Gull. British Birds 91(3): 90-92. 
Lauro, A.J. & Spencer, B.J. 1980. A Method for separating juvenal and first-winter Ring-billed Gulls 

(Larus delawarensis) and Common Gull. American Birds 34(2): 111-117.  
Lévesque, B. et al. 1993. Impact of the ring-billed gull (Larus delawarensis) on the microbiological 

quality of recreational water. Applied and Environmental Microbiology 59(4): 1228-1230. 
Lévesque, B. et al. 2000. Study of the bacteria content of ring-billed gull droppings in relation to 

recreational water quality. Water Research 34: 1089-1096. 
Lewis, B. 1994. Letters: Ring-billed and Mews. Birding XXVI(4): 230-231. 
Lisney, T.J. & Troje, N.F. 2016. Head-bobbing in the Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis). The 

Canadian Field-Naturalist 130(2): 174-177. 



15  

Lowe, T. 2012. Apparent hybrid Ring-billed x Lesser Black-backed Gulls in Shropshire and Spain. 
Birding World 25(4): 159-163. 

Ludwig, J.P. 1974. Recent changes in the ring-billed gull population and biology in the Laurentian 
Great Lakes. The Auk 91: 575-594. 

McGeehan, A. 1998. Identification: Ring-billed ruffians. Birdwatch 67: 30-35. 
McGraw, K.J. & Hardy, L.S. 2006. Astaxanthin is responsible for the pink plumage flush in Franklin’s 

and Ring-billed gulls. Journal of Field Ornithology 77(1): 29-33. 
Miller, D.E. & Conover, M.R. 1979. Differential effects of chick vocalizations and bill-pecking on 

parental behaviour in the Ring-billed Gull. The Auk 96(2): 284-295. 
Millington, R. 2009. Gulls winter 2008/9 - a photo gallery. Birding World 22(2): 78-86. 
Moerbeek, D.J. & Hoogendoorn, W. 1993. Ringsnavelmeeuw in Belgisch-Nederlands grensgebied 

in april 1992 [Ring-billed Gull in Belgian-Dutch border area in April 1992]. Dutch Birding 15(6): 
249. 

Mullarney, K. 1980. Ring-billed Gulls in Co. Mayo - A Species New to Ireland. Irish Birds 1(4): 517-
525. 

Mullarney, K. 1982. Mystery photographs: 1st winter Ring-billed Gull. Dutch Birding 4(1): 20-22. 
Olsen, K.M. 2003. Die Bestimmung der Ringschnabelmöwe Larus delawarensis [Identification of 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis]. Limicola 17(3): 105-131. 
O'Sullivan, O. 1984. Ring-billed Gull in Morocco in April 1983. Dutch Birding 6(2): 54. 
Peltomäki, J. 2000. Finland Next - Ring-billed Gull. Alula 6(1): 2-6. 
Poelmans, W. & van Saksenstraat, A. 1992. Nearctic Gulls in the Western Palearctic. Dutch Birding 

14(2): 54. 
Rendall, A. 1991. Eine Ringschnabelmöwe Larus delawarensis in Bayern [Ring-billed Gull Larus 

delawarensis in Bavaria]. Limicola 5(5): 248-250. 
Ryder, J.P. & Somppi, P.L. 1979. Female-female pairing in Ring-billed Gulls. The Auk 96(1): 1-5. 
Schrijvershof, P.G. & Schrijvershof, R. 1988. Ringsnavelmeeuw te Europoort in juli 1986 [Ring-

billed Gull at Europoort in July 1986]. Dutch Birding 10(1): 20-23. 
Southern, L.K. & Southern, W.E. 1982. Effect of habitat decimation on Ring-billed Gulls colony and 

nest-site tenacity. The Auk 99(2): 328-331. 
Spencer, B.J. & Lauro, A.J. 1984. Separating first basic Ring-billed and Common Gull. Dutch Birding 

6(2): 55-57. 
Sprague, J.B. 1996. Letters: More Fruit-eating Gulls. Birding XXVIII(3): 191. 
Todd, V. & Morrin, E. 2013. Celtic sea Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis. Irish Birds 9(4): 638. 
Topp, A. & Vasamies, H. 1997. Photonews. Alula 3(2): 93. 
Tove, M.H. 1993. Field Separation of Ring-billed, Mew, Common and Kamchatka Gulls. Birding 

XXV(6): 386-401. 
Udvardy, M.D.F. & Sall, T. 1987. A Ring-billed Gull on the Galapagos Islands. Western Birds 18: 

175-176. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1989. Bird records in Morocco in December 1987 and January 1988. Dutch 

Birding 11(1): 31-34. 
Vermeer, K. 1970. Breeding biology of California and Ring-billed Gulls. Canadian Wildlife Service 

Report No. 12. 
Vinicombe, K. 1973. A second Ring-billed Gull in Glamorgan. British Birds 66(12): 513-517. 
Vinicombe, K. 1985. Ring-billed Gulls in Britain and Ireland. British Birds 78(7): 327-337. 
Vinicombe, K. 1988. Identification pitfalls and assessment problems 9. Ring-billed Gull. British Birds 

81(3): 126-134. 
Vinicombe, K. 2007. ID in depth: Ring-billed Gull. Birdwatch 178: 24-27. 
Wahl, T.R. 1975. Seabirds in Washington's offshore zone. Western Birds 6(4): 117-134 (127). 
Washburn, B. 2014. Gulls in the Windy City: Tracking Ring-Billed Gulls with the 17g Solar 

Argos/GPS Transmitter. Tracker News - Microwave Telemetry Inc. 15(1): 3. 
Wassink, A. 2018. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 8. Dutch Birding 40(1): 32-35 

(33). 
Watson, F.J. 1983. Notes: Leg and bill colours of Ring-billed Gull. British Birds 76(12): 576. 
Wegst, C. 2004. Eine Ringschnabelmöwe Larus delawarensis ohne schwarzen Schnabelring [A Ring-

billed Gull Larus delawarensis without a black bill ring]. Limicola 18(4): 202-204. 
White, R. 1992. Letters: Ring-billed Gull tracking. Birding World 5(11): 446. 
Wilson, A. 1996. Letters: Ring-billed in Europe. Birding XXVIII(1): 11-12. 
Wood, C.L. 2004. Photo Salon: Identification of Birds in Flight. Birding 36(3): 246-252 (247). 
Yésou, P. 1985. Separating Ring-billed and Common Gull. Dutch Birding 7(3): 105-106. 
 



16  

California Gull  
Larus californicus [Lawrence]. 
[L.c. californicus] E Washington & the Great Basin region E to C Montana & Wyoming. Winters SW 

Canada to SW Mexico. 
[L.c. albertaensis] Great Slave Lake (NW Territories), Alberta & W Manitoba to S Dakota. Winters SW 

Canada S to SW Mexico. 
 
Behle, W.H. & Selander, R.K. 1953. The plumage cycle of the California Gull with notes on color 

changes of soft parts. The Auk 70(3): 239. 
Chappell, M.A. et al. 1984. Oxygen consumption, evaporative water loss, and temperature regulation 

of California gull chicks (Larus californicus) in a desert rookery. Physiological Zoology 57(2): 204-
214. 

Conover, M.R. et al. 1979. Female-female pairs and other unusual reproductive associations in Ring-
billed and California Gulls. The Auk 96(1): 6-9. 

Conover, M.R. et al. 1979. Increasing populations of Ring-billed and California Gulls in Washington 
State. Western Birds 10: 31-36. 

Doherty, P. 1992. Letters: Armenian Gull and California Gull. Birding World 5(3): 117-118. 
Hayward, J.L. et al. 1982. Mount St. Helens ash: its impact on breeding Ring-billed and California 

Gulls. The Auk 99(4): 623-631. 
Hill, C.E. 2010. General Field Notes: First Record of California Gull (Larus californicus) for South 

Carolina. The Chat 74(4): 102-103. 
Jehl Jr., J.R. 1987. Geographic variation and evolution in the California Gull (Larus californicus). The 

Auk 104(3): 421-428. 
Meyers, R.A. & Mathias, E. 1997. Anatomy and Histochemistry of Spread-Wing Posture in Birds. 2. 

Gliding Flight in the California Gull, Larus californicus: A Paradox of Fast Fibers and Posture. 
Journal of Morphology 233: 237-247. 

Pugesek, B.H. & Diem, K.L. 2008. Timing and Location of Mortality of Fledgling, Subadult, and Adult 
California Gulls. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 120(1): 159-166. 

Rodriguez, E.F. et al. 1996. A sexing technique for California Gulls breeding at Bamforth Lake, 
Wyoming. Journal of Field Ornithology 67: 519-524. 

Schnell, G.D. et al. 1985. Morphometric assessment of sexual dimorphism in skeletal elements of 
California Gulls. The Condor 87: 484-493. 

Vermeer, K. 1970. Breeding biology of California and Ring-billed Gulls. Canadian Wildlife Service 
Report No. 12. 

Wahl, T.R. & Tweit, B. 2000. Seabird abundances off Washington, 1972-1998. Western Birds 31(2): 
69-88 (79). 

Wahl, T.R. 1975. Seabirds in Washington's offshore zone. Western Birds 6(4): 117-134 (127). 
 
Great Black-backed Gull  
Larus marinus [Linnaeus]. 
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Kelp Gull  
Larus dominicanus [Lichtenstein]. 
[L.d. dominicanus] Coastal S America, Falkland Islands, South Georgia, New. Zealand & Australia. 
[L.d. vetula] Coastal S Africa & Namibia. 
[L.d. judithae] Kerguelen & the Crozet Islands (Indian Ocean). 
[L.d. melisandae] Coasts of SW & S Madagascar. 
[L.d. austinus] Antarctica. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as monotypic. 
Other names: Southern Black-backed Gull, Black-backed Gull, Dominican Gull, Cape Gull (vetula), 
Khoisan Gull (vetula), Kerguelen Kelp Gull (judithae), Chandeleur Gull (hybrid Kelp x American 
Herring Gull). 
1st WP Record (L.d. dominicanus): [adult] 23rd April 1997. Zira Islet, Banc d'Arguin National Park, 
Mauritania (Pineau et al. 2001). 
1st WP Record (L.d. vetula): January 1995. Jardin des Plantes Zoo, Paris, France. Remained until the 
following month. Originally assigned to category D but later upgraded to category A by the CAF 
(Jiguet et al. 2004). 
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Yellow-footed Gull  
Larus livens [Dwight]. 
Gulf of California (NW Mexico). 
Treated as a race of Western Gull by some. 
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Glaucous Gull  
Larus hyperboreus [Gunnerus]. 
[L.h. hyperboreus] Jan Mayen & Spitsbergen E to Taymyr peninsula. Winters S to CW Europe. 
[L.h. pallidissimus] Taymyr peninsula E to the Bering Sea. Winters S to Japan.  
[L.h. barrovianus] Alaska to W Canada. Winters S to CW USA. 
[L.h. leuceretes] E Mackenzie R region E thru N Canadian archipelago to Greenland & Iceland. 

Winters S to CE USA. 
Other names: Point Barrow Gull (barrovianus), Nelson's Gull (hybrid Glaucous x American Herring 
Gull), Viking Gull (hybrid Glaucous x Herring Gull). 
Dr. Edward William Nelson (1855-1934), American ornithologist and founding President of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, who collected the type specimen of the form named after him. 
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Iceland Gull  
Larus glaucoides [B. Meyer] 
[L.g. glaucoides] S & W Greenland. Winters S to N Europe. 
[L.g. kumlieni] Baffin Island & Southampton Island (Canadian Territory of Nunavut) and in the vicinity 

of Ungava Bay (NW Quebec). Winters Gulf of Saint Lawrence & Newfoundland S to Virginia and 
Great Lakes region W to Minnesota with some to Britain & Ireland. 

Other name: Kumlien’s Gull (kumlieni). 
'Kumlien's Gull is probably best regarded as a stable hybrid population of Iceland x Thayer's Gulls' 
Weir et al. 2000. 
Thure Ludwig Theodor Kumlien (1853-1902), Swedish-American ornithologist, naturalist and 
taxidermist who contributed much to the knowledge of the natural history of Wisconsin and its birds 
and / or his son, Ludwig Kumlien (1853-1902), American ornithologist of Swedish decent who spent 
two years collecting in the Arctic including the type specimen. 
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Thayer's Gull  
Larus thayeri [W.S. Brooks]. 
Banks Island E to Hudson Bay & N Baffin Island and N thru Ellesmere Island to W Greenland. Winters 
Pacific coast from British Columbia S to Baja California. 
The IOC regard Thayer’s Gull as a form of Iceland Gull.  
Col. John Eliot Thayer (1862-1933), American ornithologist, collector and banker who used his 
considerable wealth to fund natural history expeditions, including the one which collected the type 
specimen of this gull. 
1st WP Record: [1st winter] 21st February 1990. The Lough, Cork, Ireland. Jim Wilson. Remained in 
the general area until 5th March (O'Sullivan, O. & Smiddy, P. 1990. 37th Irish Bird Report. Irish Birds 
4(2): 246). 
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Vega Gull  
Larus vegae [Palmén]. 
[L.v. vegae] NC & NE Siberia (Russia). Winters Japan, Korea, S & E China and Taiwan. 
[L.v. mongolicus] Mongolia & neighbouring parts of far eastern Russia, NE China and possibly South 

Korea. Winters S & E China, Korea & Japan. 
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Both vegae and mongolicus treated by Collinson et al. 2008 as forms of American Herring Gull. 
The form mongolicus treated as a race of Caspian Gull by Olsen & Larsson 2004. 
Yésou 2001, concludes that mongolicus should be given species status under the Phylogenetic 
Species Concept (PSC). 
Other names: East Siberian Gull, Mongolian Gull (mongolicus).  
Birula's Gull (L.v. birulai) is treated by some as a form of vegae (or perhaps a hybrid) found in the 
northwest part of its range. 
Aleksei Andreevich Byalynitsky-Birula (1864-1937), Russian arachnologist and ornithologist who 
was the author of several books on the taxonomy of scorpions. 
1st WP Record: [adult] 10th January 2016. Duncannon, Co. Wexford, Ireland. Killian Mullarney. 
Remained to 13th January (Mullarney 2016).  
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Caspian Gull  
Larus cachinnans [Pallas] 
Black Sea E to Caspian Sea & E Kazakhstan and spreading to C Europe more recently. Winters 
mainly Black Sea, Middle East & Arabian Gulf and possibly NE Africa. 
Treated by Olsen & Larsson 2004 to include the forms barabensis and mongolicus. 
Other name: Pontic Gull. 
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Armenian Gull  
Larus armenicus [Buturlin]. 
Armenia to E Turkey & NW Iran. Winters SE Black Sea, E Mediterranean & N Red Sea. 
Treated as a race of Yellow-legged Gull by some. 
 
Acfield, D.L. & Miller, J. 1987. Notes: Herring Gull showing characters of 'L. a. armenicus' in Britain. 

British Birds 80(12): 631. 
Bertault, Y. et al. 1988. Some comments on the Armenian Gull in Turkey. OSME Bulletin 20: 20-21. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1991. Armenian Gulls. OSME Bulletin 26: 49-50.  
Bourne, W.R.P. The relationship between the Armenian and Heuglin’s Gull, pp. 57-58. Found in: 

Aguilar, J.S. et al. (eds.). 1993. Status and Conservation of Seabirds. MEDMARAVIS, GOB and 
SEO, Madrid. 

Buzun, V.A. 1993. [Armenian Gull Larus armenicus Buturlin, 1934: morpho-biometrical and 
behavioural distinction with indication of taxonomical status]. Russian Journal of Ornithology 2: 
471-490 [in Russian]. 

Buzun, V.A. 1993. [History of research and methodological problems of the study of the Armenian 
Gull Larus armenicus Buturlin, 1934]. Russian Journal of Ornithology 2: 383-388 [in Russian]. 

Chylarecki, P. 1993. Letters: New Herring Gull taxonomy. Birding World 86(7): 316-319. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (310-311). 
Doherty, P. 1992. Letters: Armenian Gull and California Gull. Birding World 5(3): 117-118. 
Elias, E. & Wilds, C. 1992. ABAnswers: Q. Herring Gull Complex. Birding XXIV(5): 313-314. 
Filchagov, A.V. 1993. The Armenian Gull in Armenia. British Birds 86(11): 550-560. 
Frede, M. & Langbehn, H. 1997. A contribution to the identification and distribution of the Armenian 

Gull. Alula 3(3): 102-108. 
Garner, M. 1997. Identification of Yellow-legged Gulls in Britain: Appendix 1. Some other possibilities. 

British Birds 90(1-2): 25-62 (60). 
Garner, M. 1997. Large white-headed gulls in the United Arab Emirates, A contribution to their field 

identification. Emirates Bird Report 19: 94-103. 
Grant, P.J. Notes on Armenian Herring Gull, p.43. Found in: Grant, P.J. et al. (eds.). 1987. 

International Bird Identification (Proceedings of the 4th Meeting, Eilat 1-8 November 1986). 
International Birdwatching Center, Eilat and British Birds Ltd., Biggleswade. 

Hirschfeld, E. 1992. Letters: More gulls with bill bands. Birding World 5(3): 116. 
Hume, R.A. 1983. Notes: Herring Gulls in Israel. British Birds 76(4): 189-191. 
Khanjyan, N. 2004. Specially Protected Nature Areas of Armenia. Ministry of Natural Protection of 

the Republic of Armenia, Yerevan [online PDF in English, 54 pages]. Available from: 
http://www.nature-ic.am/res/publications/brochures/SPAN_eng.pdf [Accessed May 2011]. 

Kulakov, D.V. et al. 2012. The effects of a colony of the Armenian gull (Larus armeniacus Buturlin) on 
zooplankton in the Lake Sevan littoral zone (Armenia). Inland Water Biology 5(1): 67-74. 



48  

Liebers, D. & Helbig, A.J. 1999. Phänotypische Charakterisierung und systematische Stellung der 
Armenienmöwe Larus armenicus [Phenotypic characterization, taxonomic rank and phylogenetic 
relationship of Armenian Gull Larus armenicus]. Limicola 13(6): 252-260. 

Liebers, D. et al. 2004. OrnithoNews: Herring Gull is no longer 'Lord of the Rings'. Birding World 
17(4): 176. 

Madge, S. 1990. Eine Armeniermöwe Larus (cachinnans) armenicus ohne schwarze 
Schnabelzeichnung [An Armenian Gull Larus (cachinnans) armenicus lacking dark on bill]. 
Limicola 4(4): 216-217. 

Madge, S. 1992. Letters: Yellow-legged Gulls with bill bands. Birding World 5(2): 67. 
Sangster, G. et al. 2005. Taxonomic recommendations for British Birds: third report. Ibis 147: 821-

826. 
Sangster, G. et al. 2007. Taxonomic recommendations for British Birds: fourth report. Ibis 149: 853-

857. 
Satat, N. & Laird, B. 1992. The Armenian Gull. Birding World 5(1): 32-36. 
Scott, M. et al. 1995. Feedback: So much more to learn about a complicated group of birds. 

Birdwatch 40: 22. 
Tohidifar, M. et al. 2009. Observations on Breeding Birds of Meyghan Wetland and Adjacent Areas, 

Markazi Province, West-Central Iran. Podoces 4(2): 124-129. 
Vinicombe, K. 1995. Identification: Nice race, shame about the legs. Birdwatch 38: 24-29. 
Yésou, P. 2002. Trends in systematics: Systematics of Larus argentatus-cachinnans-fuscus complex 

revisited. Dutch Birding 24(5): 271-298. 
 
Slaty-backed Gull  
Larus schistisagus [Stejneger]. 
Cape Navarin & Kamchatka (NE Siberia) to Hokkaido, NE Honshu & Vladivostok. Winters S to 
Taiwan. 
1st WP Record: [near-adult] 17th November 2008. Dumpiai Klaipeda, Lithuania. Vytautas Pareigis. 
Remained until 20th November and presumed same individual approximately 100' away at Riga, 
Latvia the following 13th to at least 18th April 2009, (Gibbins & Hackett 2009) & (LOFK Nr.171/08 
confirmed record [online], Available from: http://www.birdlife.lt/web/lod/lofk-patvirtinti-stebejimai 
[Accessed March 2011]). 
 
Adriaens, P. 2017. Identification: Slaty-backed Gull Photo Guide. Birdwatch 297: 33-38. 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 

National Geographic Society Field Guide. Birding XX(5): 290-303 (297). 
Banwell, A. 2008. World Birding roundup. Birding World 21(12): 524. 
Brazil, M.A. 1993. Seabirding in Japan. Dutch Birding 15(4): 160-166 (plate 100, p. 165). 
Charles, D. 2015. No string, all pearl. Slaty-backed Gull: Killybegs, Co. Donegal, 17-18 January 

2015. Birdwatch 273: 8-9. 
Collins, C. 2012. Birding in the Russian Far East. Birding World 25(3): 108-123 (plate 11, p. 117). 
Cormier, C. & Savard, G. 1994. A Slaty-backed Gull at Saguenay/Lac St-Jean. First Record for 

Quebec. Birders Journal 3(1): 54-62. 
Cuffe, T. 2014. All the way from the Pacific. Slaty-backed Gull: Waterside, Co. Galway, 8 February 

2014. Birdwatch 261: 8-9. 
Eds. 2007. Frontispage: Adult Slaty-backed Gull, St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada, November 2006 

- picture by Bruce Mactavish. Birding World 20(1): 1. 
Freer, V. et al. 2002. Slaty-backed Gull in Sullivan County, February 2002. The Kingbird 52: 114-118. 
Fuller, J. 1989. Slaty-backed Gull in Scott County. Iowa Bird Life 59(4):121-123. 
Gay, L. et al. 2005. Additional data on mitochondrial DNA of North American large gull taxa. The Auk 

122(2): 684-688. 
Gibbins, C. & Hackett, P. 2009. The Slaty-backed Gull in Latvia - a second first for the Western 

Palearctic. Birding World 22(4): 148-150. 
Goetz, R.E. et al. 1986. Slaty-backed Gull on the Mississippi River. American Birds 40(2): 207-216. 
Godfrey, W.E. 1966. The supposed nesting of the Slaty-backed Gull in Canada. The Canadian Field-

Naturalist 80: 48-49. 
Gustafson, M.E & Peterjohn, B.G. 1994. Adult Slaty-backed Gulls Variability in Mantle Color and 

Comments on Identification. Birding XXVI(4): 243-249. 
Hashimoto, M. 1977. Observations on breeding behaviour of the Slaty-backed Gull Larus 

schistasagus in Kushiro, East Hokkaido. Memoirs of the Kushiro Municipal Museum 7: 11-17. 



49  

King, J.R. & Carey, G. 1999. Slaty-backed Gull: hybridization and variation in adult upperparts 
colour. Birder's Journal 8(2): 88-93. 

King, J.R. & Carey, G. 2000. Gulls in Japan. Birding World 13(4): 160-163. 
Kolbeinsson, Y. 2012. The first Slaty-backed Gull for Iceland. Birding World 25(5): 211-215. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (20-22). 
Liebers, D. et al. 2004. OrnithoNews: Herring Gull is no longer 'Lord of the Rings'. Birding World 

17(4): 176. 
Lonergan, P. et al. 2009. Identification of Slaty-backed Gull - a photo gallery. Birding World 22(2): 60-

66. 
Maynard, W.R. 1989. Jewels of the North. Birding XXI(4): 200-204. 
Melville, D.S. 1990. Notes on the identification of adult Slaty-backed Gulls. Hong Kong Bird Report 

1989 pp. 144-150. 
McCaffrey, B.J. et al. 1997. First breeding records of Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus) for North 

America. Pacific Seabirds 24(2): 70. 
McGowan, K.J. & McGowan, J.W. 2002. Slaty-backed Gull at Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., 23 

February 2002. The Kingbird 52(3): 212-216. 
McKee, T. et al 2014. Vagrancy and identification of first-cycle Slaty-backed Gulls. Birding 46(6): 38-

51. 
McLaughlin, K. 1997. Gull Identification. Birders Journal 6(6): 308-309. 
Millington, R. & Garner, M. 1999. Winter gulls gallery. Birding World 12(2): 62-68. 
Millington, R. 2009. Gulls from a New Horizon - the Pacific Ocean. Birding World 22(2): 57-59. 
Millington, R. 2011. The Slaty-backed Gull in London – a new British bird. Birding World 24(1): 14-

17. 
Millington, R. 2011. The Slaty-backed Gull revisited, in Essex. Birding World 24(2): 57-60. 
Mitchell, D. 2011. Pacific prediction comes good. Slaty-backed Gull: Rainham Marshes, Greater 

London, 13-14 January 2011. Birdwatch 225: 52-54. 
Mitchell, D. 2017. Slaty-backed Gull in London and Essex: new to Britain. British Birds 110(7): 405-

412. 
Moores, N. 2007. Selected records from Socheong Island, South Korea. Forktail 23: 102-124 (106). 
Niizuma, Y. 1995. [The breeding numbers of Leach's Storm-Petrels and Slaty-Backed Gulls in 

Daikoku Island]. Memoirs of Kushiro City Museum 19: 15-18 [in Japanese with English abstract]. 
Portenko, L.A. 1963. The Taxonomic Value and Systematic Status of the Slaty-backed Gull (Larus 

argentatus schistisagus stejn.). Proceedings of the Kamchatka Complex Expedition, The 
Terrestrial Fauna of the Kamchatka Region pp. 61-64. 

Pyle, P. 1997. First year Slaty-backed Gull. Birders Journal 6(5): 251. 
Rowlands, A. 2012. The Carl Zeiss Award: Putative adult Slaty-backed Gull, Pitsea landfill, Essex, 

February 2011. British Birds 105(8): 474-478. 
Siddle, C.R. 1993. First record of a Slaty-backed Gull in the Okanagan Valley, with notes on 

identification. British Columbia Birds 3(1): 15-17. 
Tiunov, I.M. & Blokhin, A, Yu. 2010. Dynamics of the Abundance of Seagulls (Charadriiformes: 

Laridae) in the Northern Tatar Strait. Russian Journal of Marine Biology 36(1): 43-46 [Original 
Russian text in Biologiya Morya 2010]. 

Vinicombe, K. 2007. Global warming: Vagrancy and melting ice. Birdwatch 177: 42-43. 
Watanuki, Y. 1984. Food of Slaty-backed Gulls around Hokkaido during breeding season. Kaiyo 

Monthly 16(4): 212-216. 
Watanuki, Y. 1986. Moonlight avoidance behaviour in Leach’s Storm-Petrels as a defense against 

Slaty-backed Gulls. The Auk 103: 14-22. 
Watanuki, Y. 1988. Intraspecific predation and chick survival: comparison among colonies of Slaty-

backed Gulls. Oikos 53: 194-202. 
Watanuki, Y. 1988. Regional difference in the diet of Slaty-backed Gulls breeding around Hokkaido. 

Journal of the Yamashina Institute of Ornithology 20: 71-81. 
Watanuki, Y. 1989. Sex and individual variations in the diet of slaty-backed gulls breeding on Teuri 

Island, Hokkaido. Japanese Journal of Ornithology 38: 1-13. 
Watanuki, Y. 1992. Individual diet difference, parental care and reproductive success in Slaty-backed 

Gulls. The Condor 94: 159-171. 
Webster, M.A. 1968. Gulls of the South China coast. Hong Kong Bird Report 1967 pp. 31-33 (31). 
Zelenskaya, L.A. & Khoreva, M.G. 2006. Growth of the nesting colony of slaty-backed gulls (Larus 

schistisagus) and plant cover degradation on Shelikan Island (Taui inlet, the Sea of Okhotsk). 
Russian Journal of Ecology 37(2): 126-134 [Original Russian text in Ekologiya 2006, No. 2 pp. 
140-148]. 



50  

Lesser Black-backed Gull  
Larus fuscus [Linnaeus]. 
[L.f. fuscus] Baltic Sea regions of Finland & Sweden E to White Sea with small numbers N Norway. 

Winters Africa & SW Asia. 
[L.f. graellsii] Iceland, Faroe Islands, Britain, Ireland, France & Iberia. Winters SW Europe S to W 

Africa. 
[L.f. intermedius] Holland, Denmark & S Norway. Winters W Europe & W Africa.  
Treated by Collinson et al. 2008 and IOC to include forms heuglini and barabensis. 
Other name: Baltic Gull (fuscus). 
Mariano de la Paz Graells (1809-1898), Spanish naturalist who Brehm called the ‘Father of Spanish 
Natural History’. 
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Heuglin's Gull  
Larus heuglini [Bree]. 
[L.h. heuglini] Coast of N Russia from the Kola E to the mouth of the Yenisey. Winters Arabian Sea & 

Indian Ocean S to E Africa and W to S India. 
[L.h. taimyrensis] Taimyr peninsula & offshore islands (C Siberia, Russia). Winters coastal areas of 

the East China Sea & South China Sea.  
[L.h. barabensis] C Asian steppes. Winters Persian Gulf, Oman, Arabian Peninsula S to S Red Sea, 

Socotra & Indian Ocean coasts to W India. 
Some authors disagree on the exact location of the border between the ranges of L. vegae and 
heuglini. 
Form taimyrensis is not recognised by the IOC as a valid form and is treated by some as a hybrid-
type, i.e. heuglini x vegae. 
Form taimyrensis treated as full species by van Dijk et al. 2011. 
Form barabensis treated as full species by van den Berg 2011.  
Both heuglini and barabensis treated by Collinson et al. 2008 and IOC as forms of Lesser Black-
backed Gull. 
Form barabensis treated as a race of Caspian Gull by Olsen & Larsson 2004. 
Other names: Siberian Gull, West Siberian Gull, Taimyr Gull (taimyrensis), Baraba Gull (barabensis), 
Steppe Gull (barabensis). 
Theodor von Heuglin (1824-1876), German ornithologist, explorer and mining engineer who 
undertook several expeditions in Africa as well as travelling to Spitsbergen and Novaya Zemlya in 
1870 and 1871. 
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