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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Geese and Swan’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks 
to Alyn Walsh for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All 
images © the photographer 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
The list does not include any of the following genera: Plectropterus, Cyanochen, Alopochen, Neochen 
and Chloephaga. 
    
Final Version  
Version 1.2 (May 2019). 
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Main image: Greenland White-fronted Goose. Hvanneyri, near Borgarnes, Iceland. 17th April 2012. 
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Walsh. 
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Cape Barren Goose 
Cereopsis novaehollandiae [Latham]. 
[C.n. novaehollandiae] Smaller islands of the Furneaux group and other islands in the Bass Straight 

including Hogen, Kent & Curtis and Sir Joseph Banks Island group, Neptune Island & other islands 
in Spencer Gulf, Investigator group, Nuyts Archipelago, Cape Barren Island, coastal islands off 
Wilson’s Promontory, Hunter group of islands off NW Tasmania and introduced to Maria Island off 
SE Tasmania et al. (S & SE Australia). Winters, disperses N to mainland and larger islands.  

[C.n. grisea] Recherche Archipelago and other islands W to near Albany (W Australia). Winters, 
disperses N to mainland and larger islands. 

Treated by del Hoyo et al. (1992) as monotypic. 
Other name: Cereopsis Goose. 
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Wildfowl Trust. Wildfowl Trust. 
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Brent Goose 
Branta bernicla [Linnaeus]. 
[B.b. bernicla] NC Siberia. Winters NW Europe. 
[B.b. hrota] Canadian High and Low Arctic, Greenland, Svalbard (Spitsbergen) and Franz Josef Land. 

Winters Cape Cod S to North Carolina (Low-Arctic Canadian hrota) and mainly Ireland with some to 
Britain and France (High-Arctic & Greenland hrota). 

[B.b. nigricans] Extreme NE Siberia E to NC Canada. Winters British Columbia S to Baja California. 
The taxonomic status of the so called Grey-bellied or Lawrence’s Brent Goose is not yet established. 
This potential form breeds at Melville Island (Arctic Canada) and winters at Puget Sound (W coast of 
North America on either side of the USA - Canada border).  
Other names: Brant Goose, Dark-bellied Brent Goose (bernicla), Pale-bellied Brent Goose (hrota), 
Atlantic Brant (hrota), Black Brant (nigricans). 
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Bakker, T. & Ebels, E. 2002. Gemengd paar Rotgans x Zwarte Rotgans met twee hybride jongen op 

Terschelling in april-mei 2000 [Mixed pair of Dark-bellied Brent Goose and Black Brant with two 
hybrid young on Terschelling in April-May 2000]. Dutch Birding 24(4): 210-212. 
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15(2): 61-63. 
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84. 
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– 2000/01. Waterbird Review Series, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust/Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee, Slimbridge. 

Dubois, P.J. 1998. Identification of Pale-bellied Brent Goose. Dutch Birding 20(2): 75. 
Ebels, E.B. 1997. Identification of brent geese: a new feature? Dutch Birding 19(5): 232-236. 
Fisher, C. 1985. Notes: Pintail migrating with Brent Geese. British Birds 78(9): 452. 
Flumm, D.S. 1991. Notes: Brent Geese with white neck bands. British Birds 84(6): 220-221. 
Fox, A.D. et al. 1994. An analysis of the abundance and distribution of Brent Geese and Wigeon at 

Strangford Lough, 1965/6 - 1988/9. Irish Birds 5(2): 139-150. 
Garner, M. & Millington, R. 2001. Grey-bellied Brant and the Dundrum conundrum. Birding World 

14(4): 151-155. 
Garner, M. 1998. Identification: Brent crosses. Birdwatch 78: 29-32. 
Glue, D. 1994. Notes: Brent Goose taking bread. British Birds 87(12): 623-624. 
Gordon, G. 2001. Reports: Grey-bellied Brents bring the family. Birdwatch 108: 59. 
Handley, C.O. 1950. The Brant of Prince Patrick Island, NWT. The Wilson Bulletin 62: 128-132. 
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Hanna, G.D. 1916. Records of birds new to the Pribilof Islands including two new to North America. 
The Auk 33(4): 400-403 (401). 
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jongen op Texel in december 2003-januari 2004 [Pair of Dark-bellied Brent Goose x Pale-bellied 
Brent Goose with three hybrid young on Texel in December 2003-January 2004]. Dutch Birding 
26(2): 114-116. 

Karhu, H. 2004. Chukotka North coast in summer 2002 - an international Arctic expedition. Alula 
10(3): 106-119 (110). 

Kenyon, K.W. & Brooks, J.W. 1960. Birds of Little Diomede Island, Alaska. The Condor 62(6): 457-
463 (458). 
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Wilson Journal of Ornithology 119(1): 9-22. 
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Loos, B. & Wassink, A. 1999. Family of Black Brants on Texel in March 1998. Dutch Birding 21(2): 
97. 

Maclean, N. et al. 2005. Taxonomy for birders: a beginner's guide to DNA and species problems. 
British Birds 98(10): 512-537 (525). 

Maltby-Prevett, L.S. et al. 1975. Observations in Ireland and north-west Europe of Brant from the 
Queen Elizabeth Islands, N.W.T., Canada. Bird Banding 46: 155-167. 

Martin, J. 2002. From the Rarities Committee's Files: Unusual Brent Geese in Norfolk and hampshire. 
British Birds 95(3): 129-136. 

Mathers, R.G. et al. 1999. Winter habitat use by Brent Geese Branta bernicla hrota and Wigeon Anas 
penelope on Strangford Loch, Co. Down. Irish Birds 6(2): 257-268. 
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Goose. Birding World 10(1): 11-15. 
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Winters, R. 2012. Identification headaches: presumed hybrids Pale-bellied x Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose in the Netherlands. Dutch Birding 34(2): 91-95. 

Wynn, R.B. 2002. Identification matters: Brants, the hybrid problem. Birdwatch 118: 16-18. 
Wynn, R.B. 2003. Further developments in ‘Black Brant’ identification, including the effects of body 

moult on the wintering grounds. British Birds 96(6): 297-301. 
 
Red-breasted Goose 
Branta ruficollis [Pallas].       
Mainly on the Taymyr peninsula, with smaller pops on the Gydan & Yamal peninsulas (Arctic Siberia). 
Winters N & W shores of Black Sea.  
 
Baker, E.C.S. 1904. The occurrence of the Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) in India. Journal of 

the Bombay Natural History Society 17(1): 155-156. 
Cheng Tso-hsin 1960. [Discovery of the Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) in China]. Chinese 

Journal of Zoology 6: 257. [in Chinese] 
Dereliev, S. et al. 2000. The numbers and distribution of Red-breasted Geese Branta ruficollis at 

winter roosts in Romania and Bulgaria. Acta Ornithologica 35: 63-66. 
Dereliev, S.G. The Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis in the new millennium: a thriving species or 

a species on the brink of extinction? pp. 619-623. Found in: Boere, G.C. et al. (eds.) 2006. 
Waterbirds Around the World. The Stationery Office, Edinburgh, UK.  

Foley, H.T.H. 1935. Notes: Red-breasted Goose in Pembrokeshire. British Birds 28(10): 311-312. 
Fraser, D. 1957. A Red-breasted Goose in North-East Scotland. Scottish Naturalist 1957 p. 118. 
Gorman, G. 1996. Red-breasted Geese wintering in Europe. Birding World 9(1): 15-17. 
Kharitonov, S.P. et al. 2009. Red-breasted goose colonies on the Taimyr Peninsula: Factors 

responsible for the proximity of goose nests to nests of peregrine falcons, rough-legged buzzards, 
and snowy owls. Biology Bulletin 36(5): 469-478. 

Kostin, I.O. & Mooij, J.H. 1995. Influence of weather conditions and other factors on the reproductive 
cycle of Red-breasted Geese Branta ruficollis on the Taymyr Peninsula. Wildfowl 46: 45-54. 

Krechmar, A.V. & Leonovich, V.V. 1967. Distribution and biology of the red-breasted goose during 
the nesting period. Problemy Severa 11: 229-234. 

Maclean, N. et al. 2005. Taxonomy for birders: a beginner's guide to DNA and species problems. 
British Birds 98(10): 512-537 (525). 

Mauer, K. 1980. Brandgans x Roodhalsgans en Kolgans x Brandgans in 1979/80 [Barnacle x Red-
breasted Goose and White-fronted x Barnacle Goose in 1979/80]. Dutch Birding 2(2): 53-54. 

Niu Jun-ying et al. 2008. [Two new records of birds in Henan: Reed Parrotbill (Paradoxornis heudei) 
and Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis)]. Chinese Journal of Zoology 5: 113. [in Chinese] 

Panwar, R. & Panwar, S. 2014. Sighting of Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis at Ganga Barrage, 
Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh. Indian BIRDS 9(4): 99-100. 

Pitches, A. 2013. News and comment: Missing - 50,000 Red-breasted Geese. British Birds 106(4): 
184. 

Prop, J. & Quinn, J.L. 2003. Constrained by available raptor hosts and islands: density-dependent 
reproductive success in Red-breasted Geese. Oikos 102(3): 571-580. 

Pöyhönen, M. 1999. The Threatened Red-breasted Goose. Alula 5(2): 64-69. 
Quinn, J.L. et al. 2003. Predator protection or similar habitat selection in red-breasted goose nesting 

associations: extremes along a continuum. Animal Behaviour 65(2): 297-307. 
Robertson, T. 2005. Wildfowl: Out for the count. Birdwatch 151: 34-37. 
Roselaar, C.S. & Aliabadian, M. 2009. Review of rare birds in Iran, 1860s-1960s. Podoces 4(1): 1-

27 (7). 
Rozenfeld, S. 2011. The number of Red-Breasted Geese (Branta ruficollis) and Lesser White-fronted 

Geese (Anser erythropus) on the migration routes in 2010. Goose Bulletin 12: 8-14. 
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Schofield, R. 1999. Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) at the Loch of Strathbeg, 1-18 April; the 
first for North-east Scotland. North-East Scotland Bird Report 1998 p. 114. 

Scott, D.A. 2008. Rare birds in Iran in the late 1960s and 1970s. Podoces 3(1-2): 1-30 (7). 
Simeonov, P. et al. 2014. Red-breasted Goose: satellite tracking, ecology and conservation. Dutch 

Birding 36(2): 73-86. 
Sultana, J. 2010. First record of Red-Breasted Goose Branta ruficollis in the Maltese Islands. Il-Merill 

32: 46. 
Sutherland, W.J. & Crockford, N.J. 1993. Factors affecting the feeding distribution of red-breasted 

geese Branta ruficollis wintering in Romania. Biological Conservation 63(1): 61-65. 
van der Laar, B. et al. 1994. Geese and ducks in captivity in the Netherlands in 1991. Dutch Birding 

16(4): 148-149. 
Voss, G. 1962. Breeding the Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) at Winnipeg Zoo. International 

Zoo Yearbook 3(1): 95-96. 
Watson, G.E. 1961. Aegean bird notes including two breeding records new to Europe. Journal für 

Ornithologie 102(3): 301-307 (301). 
Zehtindjiev, P. et al. 2017. No Evidence for Displacement of Wintering Red-breasted Geese Branta 

ruficollis (Pallas, 1769) (Anseriformes) at a Wind Farms Area in Northeast Bulgaria: Long-term 
Monitoring Results. Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 69(2): 215-228. 

Zhu Lei et al. 2012. Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis and Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis: 
two new birds for Sichuan, with a review of their distribution in China. Forktail 28: 138-142. 

 
Hawaiian Goose 
Branta sandvicensis [Vigors]. 
Other name: Nēnē. 
Hawai‘i, Maui, Moloka‘i & Kaua‘i (Hawaiian Islands). The current distribution is influenced by the 
release of captive-bred individuals back to the wild. 
 
Baldwin, P.H. 1945. The Hawaiian Goose, its distribution and reduction in numbers. The Condor 

47(1): 27-37. 
Baldwin, P.H. 1947. Foods of the Hawaiian Goose. The Condor 49(3): 108-120. 
Bailey, T. & Black, J.M. 1995. Parasites of wild and captive Nene Branta sandvicensis in Hawaii. 

Wildfowl 46: 59-65. 
Banko, P.C. 1992. Constraints on productivity of wild Nene or Hawaiian Geese Branta sandvicensis. 

Wildfowl 43: 99-106. 
Black, J.M. 1995. The Nene Branta sandvicensis recovery initiative: research against extinction. Ibis 

137(suppl.1): 153-160. 
Black, J.M. et al. 1991. The current status of the Hawaiian Goose Branta sandvicensis and its 

recovery programme. Wildfowl 42: 149-154. 
Black, J.M. et al. 1994. Foraging behavior and energetics of the Hawaiian Goose Branta 

sandvicensis. Wildfowl 45: 65-109. 
Hess, S.C. et al. 2012. Restoration of movement patterns of the Hawaiian Goose. The Wilson Journal 

of Ornithology 124(3): 478-486. 
Hoshide, H.M. et al. 1990. A progress report on Nēnē Branta sandvicensis in Hawaii Volcanoes 

National Park from 1974-89. Wildfowl 41: 152-155. 
Humphrey, P.S. 1958. The trachea of the Hawaiian Goose. The Condor 60(5): 303-307. 
Maclean, N. et al. 2005. Taxonomy for birders: a beginner's guide to DNA and species problems. 

British Birds 98(10): 512-537 (525). 
Marshall, A.P. & Black, J.M. 1992. The effect of rearing experience on subsequent behavioural traits 

in Hawaiian Geese Branta sandvicensis: implications for the recovery programme. Bird 
Conservation International 2: 131147. 

Quinn, T.W. et al. 1991. Affinities of the Hawaiian Goose based on two types of mitochondrial DNA 
data. The Auk 108(3): 585-593. 

Rave, L. et al. 1994. Genetic analysis through DNA fingerprinting of captive populations of Hawaiian 
geese. Conservation Biology 8: 744-751. 

Rave, L. et al. 1999. Effects of inbreeding on reproductive success in captive populations of Hawaiian 
geese. Wildfowl 49: 36-44. 

Woog, F. & Black, J.M. 2001. Foraging behavior and the temporal use of grasslands by Nēnē: 
implications for management. Studies in Avian Biology 22: 319-328. 

Zaun, B.J. & Weathers, W.W. 2009. Egg retrieval by the Hawaiian Goose after attempted predation 
by a cat. Western Birds 40(1): 39-42. 
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Canada Geese 
Canada Goose 
Branta canadensis [Linnaeus] 
[B.c. canadensis] SE Canada & NE USA. Winters along the Atlantic coast of USA. European feral 

birds largely consist of this race. 
[B.c. interior] S & E of Hudson Bay & NE Manitoba. Winters SE USA. 
[B.c. maxima] Great Plains of N USA E of the Mississippi. Winters, S pops mostly sedentary, N pops 

S to the Tennessee and Mississippi valleys. 
[B.c. fulva] S Alaska & coastal British Colombia. Winters S to N California. 
[B.c. parvipes] E Alaska W to Yukon Territory. Winters Washington & Oregon. 
[B.c. moffitti] C British Columbia S to C California & E to C Alberta & Arizona. Winters California. 
[B.c. occidentalis] SW Alaska. Winters Washington & Oregon. 
Other Names: Atlantic Canada Goose (canadensis), Todd's Canada Goose (interior), Interior Canada 
Goose (interior), Hudson Bay Canada Goose (interior), Giant Canada Goose (maxima), Moffit's 
Canada Goose (moffitti), Great Basin Canada Goose (moffitti), Western Canada Goose (moffitti), 
Lesser Canada Goose (parvipes), Vancouver Canada Goose (fulva), Dusky Canada Goose 
(occidentalis). 
Walter Edmond Clyde Todd (1874-1969), American ornithologist who wrote extensively on South 
American avifauna. 
James Kennedy Moffitt (1865-1955), American businessman. 
 

Cackling Goose 
Branta hutchinsii [Richardson] 
[B.h. hutchinsii] Melville peninsula, Southampton Island, Ellesmere Island & Baffin Island. Winters 

Gulf coast of Texas & Mexico. 
[B.h. leucopareia] Aleutian Islands. Winters California. 
[B.h. minima] Coastal W Alaska. Winters W USA S to C California. 
[B.h. taverneri] Alaska Peninsula to Mackenzie Delta. Winters Washington & Oregon. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. (1992) as races of Canada Goose. 
Other names: Lesser Canada Goose, Richardson's Cackling Goose (hutchinsii), Hutchins's Cackling 
Goose (hutchinsii), Taverner's Cackling Goose (taverneri), Lesser Cackling Goose (minima), Aleutian 
Cackling Goose (leucopareia). 
Sir John Richardson (1787-1865), Scottish naval surgeon and Arctic explorer who went on two 
expeditions with Sir John Franklin with whom he was also related.  
Dr. Thomas Hutchins (1730-1790), English naturalist and surgeon who worked for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. 
Sir Percy Algernon Taverner (1875-1947), Canadian ornithologist who worked at the National 
Museum of Natural Sciences in Ottawa. 
 
Baily, E.P. & Trapp, J.L. 1984. A second wild breeding population of the Aleutian Canada Goose. 

American Birds 38(3): 284-286. 
Batty, C. et al. 2003. Branta goose gallery: winter 2002/2003. Birding World 16(3): 108-113 (plate 4, 

p. 110). 
Batty, C. & Lowe, T. 2001. Vagrant Canada Geese in Britain and Ireland. Birding World 14(2): 57-63. 
Browne, A.M. et al. 1999. Introduced Canada Branta canadensis and Greylag Goose Answer anser 

populations in Ireland, 1994. Irish Birds 6(2): 233-236. 
Buchsbaum, R. & Valiela, I. 1987. Variability in the chemistry of estuarine plants and its effect on 

feeding by Canada Geese. Oecologia 73: 146-153. 
Buchsbaum, R. et al. 1984. The role of phenolic compounds and other plant constituents in feeding 

by Canada Geese. Oecologia 63: 343-349.  
Buchsbaum, R. et al. 1986. Digestibility of plant constituents by Canada Geese and Atlantic Brant. 

Ecology 67: 386-393. 
Calvert, M. 1991. Notes: Canada Goose diving to escape attacks by Mute Swan. British Birds 84(6): 

220. 
Cockbain, C. & Cockbain, R. 2015. Notes: Canada Goose eggs hatching after prolonged immersion 

in tidal water. British Birds 108(12): 754. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (307). 
Frost, R.A. 1988. Notes: Canada Geese nesting in tree. British Birds 81(7): 322-323. 
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Hanna, G.D. 1920. Additions to the avifauna of the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, including four species new 
to North America. The Auk 37(2): 248-254 (251). 

Harrison, J.M. & Harrison, J.G. 1969. A goose hybrid with the head pattern of the Giant Canada 
Goose. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 8(1): 31-32. 

Hoffman, R.H. 1980. Sandhill Crane prey on Canada Goose eggs. The Wilson Bulletin 92(1): 122. 
Irish Rare Birds Committee 2013. Irish Rare Birds Committee review of presumed vagrant Canada 

Goose Branta canadensis records to ascertain the occurrence of Cackling Goose Branta 
hutchinsii. Irish Birds 9(4): 613-622. 

Jones, R.N. & Obbard, M. 1970. Canada Goose killed by Arctic Loon and subsequent pairing of its 
mate. The Auk 87(2): 370-371. 

King, B. 1983. Notes: Canada Geese diving. British Birds 76(11): 533-534. 
Layher, W.G. 1984. Osprey preys on Canada Goose gosling. The Wilson Bulletin 96(3): 469-470. 
Leblanc, Y. 1987. Egg mass, position in the laying sequence, and brood size in relation to Canada 

Goose reproductive success. The Wilson Bulletin 99(4): 663-672. 
Littlefield, C.D. 1984. Sandhill Crane incubates a Canada Goose egg. The Wilson Bulletin 96(4): 

719. 
Lovatt, J. 2000. Occurrence of introduced Canada Goose Branta canadensis in Co. Cavan. Irish 

Birds 6(3): 434-438. 
Maclean, N. et al. 2005. Taxonomy for birders: a beginner's guide to DNA and species problems. 

British Birds 98(10): 512-537 (525). 
Manning, T.H. & Carter, B. 1977. Incidence of runt eggs in the Canada Goose and Semipalmated 

Sandpiper. The Wilson Bulletin 89(3): 469. 
Mather, T.N. 1978. Canada Goose takes over Mallard nest. The Wilson Bulletin 90(4): 646-647. 
Meiklejohn, M.F.M. 1969. Medium sized race of Canada Goose in Islay. Scottish Birds 5: 466. 
Merne, O.J. 1970. The status of the Canada Goose in Ireland. Irish Bird Report 2(5): 12-17. 
Messinger, N.G. 1967. Two June records of the Canada Goose in Grand Canyon, Arizona. The 

Condor 69(3): 319. 
Miskelly, C.M. et al. 2006. Additions to the Chatham Islands' bird list, with further records of vagrant 

and colonising bird species. Notornis 53: 215-230 (221). 
Mlodinow, S.G. et al. 2006. Giant Canada Goose in Washington. Western Birds 37: 48-50. 
Mlodinow, S.G. et al. 2008. Distribution and Identification of Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) 

Subspecies. North American Birds 62: 344-360. 
Moffitt, J. 1939. Notes on the distribution of the Lesser Canada Goose and Cackling Goose in 

California. The Condor 41(4): 164-166. 
Moffitt, J. 1939. Notes on the distribution of Whistling Swan and Canada Goose in California. The 

Condor 41(3): 93-97. 
Oates, J. 1999. Letters: Canada Goose forms in Aberdeenshire. Birding World 12(3): 124. 
Oddie, B. 1999. Gripping yarns: Canada dry. And to think, Bill Oddie seems so nice on the telly. 

Birdwatch 87: 15. 
Ogilvie, M.A. 1977. The numbers of Canada Geese in Britain, 1976. Wildfowl 28: 27-34. 
Oliver, P.J. 1997. The breeding birds of Inner London, 1966-94. British Birds 90(6): 211-225 (216). 
Phillips, J.C. 1928. Another ‘Swoose’ or Swan x Goose hybrid. The Auk 45(1): 39-40.  
Pitches, A. 2016. News and comment: And Cackling Goose is 601st British bird. British Birds 109(4): 

196. 
Randler, C. 1998. Letters: Hybrid waterfowl in western Central Europe. British Birds 91(12): 573-574. 
Richards, B. 1999. Letters: Canada Goose forms. Birding World 12(2): 82-83. 
Shepperd, J. 1960. Small race of Canada Goose in Islay. Scottish Birds 1: 274-275. 
Smith, J. & Surtees, A. 2001. Notes: Mute Swans raising young Canada Goose. British Birds 94(9): 

438. 
Steele, J. & Scott, M. 1997. Identification: Canadian club. Birdwatch 55: 34-38. 
Stoddart, A. 2016. The Cackling Goose in Britain. British Birds 109(11): 677-684. 
Sykes, A.N. 1952. Notes: Canada Goose diving. British Birds 45(1): 34. 
Tate Jr., J. & Martin, L.D. 1969. A Canada Goose from the Middle Pleistocene of Nebraska. The 

Condor 71(1): 81. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1996. Mystery photographs: hybrid Barnacle x Canada Goose. Dutch Birding 

18(5): 256-257. 
Vinicombe, K. 2007. ID in depth: Cackling Goose. Birdwatch 175: 28-31. 
Vinicombe, K. 2015. Identification: Canada and Cackling Geese Photo Guide. Birdwatch 271: 45-52. 
Walker, A.F.G. 1981. Notes: Canada Goose flying with trap attached to one foot. British Birds 74(10): 

439-440. 
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Wright, R. & Giles, N. 1988. Breeding success of Canada and Greylag Geese Branta canadensis 
and Anser anser on gravel pits. Bird Study 35: 31-36. 

Zicus, M.C. 1975. Loon predation on a Canada Goose gosling. The Auk 92(3): 611-612. 
 
Barnacle Goose 
Branta leucopsis [Bechstein]. 
E Greenland, Spitzbergen & Novaya Zemlya. Winters Ireland, Britain & Netherlands. 
 
Cabot, D. & West, B. 1973. Population dynamics of Barnacle Geese in Ireland. Proceedings of the 

Royal Irish Academy 73B: 176-188. 
Cabot, D. & West, B. 1983. Studies on the Population of Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis Wintering 

on the Inishkea Islands, Co. Mayo - 1. Population Dynamics 1961-1983. Irish Birds 2(3): 318-336. 
Choudhury, S. et al. 1994. Barnacle Geese preferentially pair with familiar associates from early life. 

Animal Behaviour 48(1): 81-88. 
Crowe, O. et al. 2014. Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in Ireland: a report on the 2013 census, and 

long-term trends. Irish Birds 10(1): 11-18. 
Doyle, S. et al. 2018 & 2019. Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in Ireland: results of the 2018 census. 

Irish Birds 41: 23-28. 
Harrison, J.M. & Harrison, J.G. 1969. A goose hybrid with the head pattern of the Giant Canada 

Goose. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 8(1): 31-32. 
Jukuma, J. & Rijpma, U. 1980. Brandgans x Roodhalsgans in Friesland in winter van 1980/81 

[Barnacle x White-fronted Goose in Friesland in winter of 1980/81]. Dutch Birding 2(4): 125. 
Kondratyev, A. V. & Zöckler, C. 2009. Mixed pair of Ross’s Goose and Barnacle Goose breeding on 

Kolguev, Russia, in 2006-07. Dutch Birding 31(5): 299-301. 
Larsson, J. & Forslund, P. 1991. Environmentally induced morphological variation in the Barnacle 

Goose, Branta leucopsis. Journal of Evolutionary Biology 4(4): 619-636. 
Larsson, J. et al. 1988. From the High Arctic to the Baltic: the successful establishment of a Barnacle 

Goose Branta leucopsis population on Gotland, Sweden. Ornis Scandinavica 19: 182-189. 
Mauer, K. 1980. Brandgans x Roodhalsgans en Kolgans x Brandgans in 1979/80 [Barnacle x Red-

breasted Goose and White-fronted x Barnacle Goose in 1979/80]. Dutch Birding 2(2): 53-54. 
Merne, O.J. & Walsh, A. 1994. Barnacle Geese in Ireland, spring 1993 and 1994. Irish Birds 5(2): 

151-156. 
Merne, O.J. & Walsh, A. 2002. Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in Ireland, spring 1999. Irish Birds 

7(1): 53-56. 
Merne, O.J. & Walsh, A. 2003. Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in Ireland, spring 2003. Irish Birds 

7(2): 173-176. 
Nikolov, I. et al. 2006. Observations of Barnacle Goose in Bulgaria. Alula 12(2): 92-93. 
Pitches, A. 2015. News and comment: Barnacle Goose cull proposed on Islay. British Birds 108(2): 

63. 
Tombre, I.M. et al. 2008. The onset of spring and timing of migration in two arctic nesting goose 

populations: the pink-footed goose Anser bachyrhynchus and the barnacle goose Branta 
leucopsis. Journal of Avian Biology 39(6): 691-703. 

van den Berg, A.B. 1996. Mystery photographs: hybrid Barnacle x Canada Goose. Dutch Birding 
18(5): 256-257. 

Vinicombe, K.  et al. 1993. Review of status and categorisation of feral birds on the British List. 
British Birds 86(12): 605-614 (607). 

Wallace, D.I.M. et al. 2001. Autumn migration in westernmost Donegal. British Birds 94(3): 103-120 
(110). 

Walsh, A. & Merne, O.J. 1988. Barnacle Geese in Ireland, spring 1988. Irish Birds 3(4): 539-550. 
Walsh, A.J. & Crowe, O. 2008. Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis in Ireland, spring 2008. Irish Birds 

8(3): 430-432. 
Wassink, A. 2009. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 2. Dutch Birding 31(2): 101-

110 (101). 
Wassink, A. 2015. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 6. Dutch Birding 37(1): 28-32 

(28). 
Wassink, A. 2016. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 7. Dutch Birding 38(6): 388-

392 (388). 
Winkel, E. & de Weerd, E. 2007. Barnacle Goose in Golestan, Iran, in January 2007. British Birds 

29(2): 91-92. 
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Bar-headed Goose 
Anser indicus [Latham]. 
C Asia. Winters Pakistan, N Indian subcontinent & N Myanmar.   
 
Aravind, N.A. et al. 2001. Additions to the birds of Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Western Ghats, India. Zoos’ Print Journal 16(7): 541-547 (542). 
Bailey, F.M. 1909. The nesting of the Bar-headed Goose (Anser indicus) in Tibet. Journal of the 

Bombay Natural History Society 19(2): 367-369. 
Butler, P.J. 2010. High fliers: The physiology of bar-headed geese. Comparative Biochemistry and 

Physiology Part A: Molecular & Integrative Physiology 156(3): 325-329. 
Faraci, F.M. et al. 1984. Attenuated pulmonary pressor response to hypoxia in bar-headed 

geese. American Journal of Physiology-Regulatory, Integrative and Comparative Physiology 
247(2): 402-403. 

Hawkes, L.A. et al. 2011. The trans-Himalayan flights of bar-headed geese (Anser indicus). PNAS 
108(23): 9516-9519. 

Holmes, J. 2006. Myanmar - a trip to see endemics. Alula 12(1): 10-17 (13). 
Ouweneel, G.L. 1984. Status of Bar-headed Goose in India. Dutch Birding 6(4): 141. 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (111). 
Scott, G.R. et al. 2015. How Bar-headed Geese fly over the Himalayas. Physiology 30(2): 107-115. 
Srinivasan, U. et al. 2010. The birds of Namdapha National Park and surrounding areas: recent 

significant records and a checklist of the species. Forktail 26: 92-116 (110). 
Vinicombe, K.  et al. 1993. Review of status and categorisation of feral birds on the British List. 

British Birds 86(12): 605-614 (607). 
Zhang, J. et al. 1996. The crystal structure of a high oxygen affinity species of haemoglobin (bar-

headed goose haemoglobin in the oxy form). Journal of Molecular Biology 255(3): 484-493. 
 
Emperor Goose 
Anser canagica [Sevastianov]. 
Coast of NE Siberia & coastal Alaska. Winters Aleutian Islands and Kamchatka. 
Sometimes included in the genus Chen. 
 
Eisenhauer, D.I. & Kirkpatrick, C.M. 1977. Ecology of the Emperor Goose in Alaska. Wildlife 

Monographs No. 57 pp. 3-62. 
Fisher, D.C. 1948. Occurrences of the Emperor Goose in California. The Condor 50(3): 133-134. 
Genelly, R.E. 1955. Additional records of Emperor Goose from California. The Condor 57(1): 63. 
Haas, M. 2013. Potential North American vagrants to the Western Palearctic - Part 1: non-passerines. 

Birding World 26(9): 385-396 (385-386). 
Karhu, H. 2004. Chukotka North coast in summer 2002 - an international Arctic expedition. Alula 

10(3): 106-119 (110). 
Kistchinski, A.A. 1971. Biological notes on the Emperor Goose in north-east Siberia. Wildfowl 22: 

29-34. 
Laing, K.K. & Raveling, D.G. 1993. Habitat and food selection by Emperor Goose goslings. The 

Condor 95(4): 879-888. 
Neff, J.A. 1948. Russian-banded Emperor Goose killed in California. The Condor 50(6): 271. 
Orr, R.T. 1944. A coastal record of the Emperor Goose in California. The Condor 46(2): 90. 
Schenk, C. & Ebels, E.B. 2004. Birds of Chukotka and Yakutia. Dutch Birding 26(4): 241-257 (plates 

346 & 347, p. 242). 
Schmutz, J.A. 1993. Survival and pre-fledging body mass in juvenile Emperor Geese. The Condor 

95(1): 222-225. 
Schmutz, J.A. et al. 2001. Effects of gull predation and weather on survival of Emperor Goose 

goslings. The Journal of Wildlife Management 65(2): 248-257. 
Shoffner, R.N. et al. 1979. Chromosome homology between the Ross's and the Emperor Goose. 

Journal of Heredity 70(6): 395-400. 
Thompson, S.C. & Raveling, D.G. 1987. Incubation behavior of Emperor Geese compared with 

other geese: interactions of predation, body size, and energetics. The Auk 104(4): 707-716. 
Townsend, C.H. 1886. Four rare birds in northern California: Yellow Rail, Emperor Goose, European 

Widgeon, and Sabine’s Ruffed Grouse. The Auk 3(4): 490-491. 
Williams, L. 1946. The Emperor Goose on Carmel Bay, California. The Condor 48(3): 139. 
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Ross's Goose 
Anser rossii [Cassin]. 
The vicinity of the R. Perry (Nunavut, N Canada). Winters California, New Mexico, US Gulf Coast & N 
Mexico. 
Sometimes included in the genus Chen. 
Bernard Rogan Ross (1827-1874), Irish trader who worked for the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
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Snow Goose 
Anser caerulescens [Linnaeus]. 
[A.c. caerulescens] Wrangel Island (Arctic Ocean) and N Alaska E to S Baffin Island. Winters E coast 

USA, Gulf of Mexico, SW USA & N Mexico. 
[A.c. atlantica] NE Canada, Baffin Island & Greenland. Winters E coast USA, Gulf of Mexico, SW USA 

& N Mexico. 
Sometimes included in the genus Chen. 
Other names: Greater Snow Goose (atlanticus), Lesser Snow Goose (caerulescens). 
Blue phase individuals are predominately Lesser Snow Goose.  
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Greylag Goose 
Anser anser [Linnaeus]. 
[A.a. anser] Iceland, N and C Europe. Winters, although some populations sedentary, most move S 

especially to SW Spain.  
[A.a. rubrirostris] C & E Europe and Asia. Winters, although some populations sedentary, most move 

S of breeding range. 
[A.a. domesticus] Domesticated form, widely introduced. 
Other name: Grey Goose. 
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Swan Goose 
Anser cygnoides [Linnaeus]. 
Russia / Mongolia border area & N China. Winters C & E China and historically in Japan. 
Other names: Chinese Goose (domesticated form), African Goose (domesticated form). 
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Bean Geese 
Taiga Bean Goose 
Anser fabalis [Latham]. 
[A.f. fabalis] Scandinavia E to Ural Mts in the taiga region. Winters W & C Europe. 
[A.f. johanseni] Ural Mts E to L Baikal in the W Siberian taiga region. Winters W China W to 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan & Iran.  
[A.f. middendorffii] E & N of L. Baikal E to the Pacific coast and S to the Altai & N Mongolia in the E 

Siberian taiga region. Winters E China & Japan. 
Other names: Western Bean Goose (fabalis), Johansen's Bean Goose (johanseni), Middendorff's 
Bean Goose (middendorffii). 
Hans Johansen (1897-1973), Danish-Russian Professor of Zoology at Tomsk State University and 
the University of Copenhagen. 
Aleksandr Fedorovitsh von Middendorf (1815-1894), German-Russian traveller and naturalist who 
was a member of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences. He led the first expedition that reached 
peninsula Taimyr and the Amur region in Siberia. 
 

Tundra Bean Goose 
Anser serrirostris [Swinhoe]. 
[A.s. serrirostris] Lena Delta to Anadyrland in the E Siberian tundra region. Winters China, Korea & 

Japan. 
[A.s. rossicus] Kanin to Taymyr peninsulas in the N Russia and NW Siberia tundra region. Winters W 

& SE Europe. 
Other name: Thick-billed Bean Goose (serrirostris). 
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Pink-footed Goose 
Anser brachyrhynchus [Baillon]. 
E Greenland, Iceland & Spitzbergen. Winters NW Europe. 
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White-fronted Goose 
Anser albifrons [Scopoli]. 
[A.a. albifrons] Kanin peninsula (N Russia) E to R Kolyma (Siberia). Winters W, C & SE Europe and S 

Asia. 
[A.a. flavirostris] W Greenland. Winters Ireland & SW Scotland. 
[A.a. elgasi] Vicinity of Cook Inlet (S Alaska). Winters Sacramento Valley & Suisun Bay (N & C 

California). 
[A.a. gambelli] N Alaska E thru Arctic Canada to Hudson Bay. Winters Texas, Louisiana & NE Mexico.  
[A.a. sponsa] Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta (W Alaska) & Bristol Bay (SW Alaska). Winters California & W 

Mexico. 
The proposed forms frontalis and albicans are synonyms of A.a. gambelli and A.a. albifrons 
respectively (Banks 2011). 
Other names: Greater White-fronted Goose, Whitefront, Greenland White-fronted Goose (flavirostris), 
Russian White-fronted Goose (albifrons), Pacific White-fronted Goose (frontalis), Gambel White-
fronted Goose (gambeli), Tule White-fronted Goose (elgasi), Tule Goose (elgasi).  
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Lesser White-fronted Goose 
Anser erythropus [Linnaeus]. 
Narrow band across Arctic Europe and Asia. Winters S Caspian lowlands, SE Europe, the area of the 
lower Euphrates on the Iran / Iraq border, Kazakhstan & SE China. 
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Coscoroba Swan 
Coscoroba coscoroba [Molina]. 
Tierra del Fuego N to C Chile & N Argentina. Winters N to SE Brazil. 
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Black Swan 
Cygnus atratus [Latham]. 
SW & E Australia, Tasmania and introduced as well as natural populations in New Zealand as well as 
introductions as an ornamental waterfowl in W Europe and elsewhere. 
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Black-necked Swan 
Cygnus melancoryphus [Molina]. 
Falkland Islands and Tierra del Fuego N to C Chile & Paraguay. Winters N to Paraná (SE Brazil). 
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Mute Swan 
Cygnus olor [Gmelin]. 
Britain & Ireland, C & N Europe E thru C Asia to E China. Feral populations in N America, Japan, 
South Africa, SW Australia & New Zealand. 
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Trumpeter Swan 
Cygnus buccinator [Richardson]. 
Alaska & W Canada and some resident populations in NW USA following reintroductions. Winters 
coastal S Alaska, British Columbia & N USA. 
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Tundra Swan 
Cygnus columbianus [Ord]. 
[C.c. columbianus] Tundra region of arctic N America. Winters W & coastal E USA. 
[C.c. bewickii] Kola peninsula E thru arctic N Siberia. Winters in W Europe and S of Caspian Sea and 

E China, Korea & Japan. 
Other name: Bewick's Swan (bewickii), Whistling Swan (columbianus). 
Thomas Bewick (1753-1828), English ornithologist and engraver. 
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