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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Diver’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Killian 
Mullarney and Tom Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who responded with 
constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
 
Final Version  
Version 1.6 (June 2019). 
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Main image: Great Northern Diver. Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 31st December 2006. Picture 
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Tom Shevlin. 
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Red-throated Diver  
Gavia stellata [Pontoppidan]. 
Holarctic, generally N of 50°N, far into the high Arctic. Winters mainly along N coasts of Atlantic & 
Pacific Oceans and Great Lakes of North America and Black, Caspian & Mediterranean Seas. 
Other name: Red-throated Loon. 
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Okill, J.D. 1981. Catching and ringing Red-throated Divers. BTO Ringers’ Bulletin 5: 120-122. 
Okill, J.D. 1992. Natal dispersal and breeding site fidelity of Red-throated Divers Gavia stellata in 

Shetland. Ringing & Migration 13(1): 57-58. 
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Black-throated Diver  
Gavia arctica [Linnaeus]. 
[G.a. arctica] Western Palearctic E to the R Lena (C Siberia). Winters along coasts of NW Europe and 

Black, Caspian & Mediterranean Seas. 
[G.a. viridigularis] Eastern Palearctic E of R Lena (C Siberia). Winters NW Pacific.  
Other name: Black-throated Loon, Arctic Loon, Green-throated Loon (viridigularis). 
 
Andersson, Å. et al. 1980. [Breeding success of the Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica in Swedish 

lakes]. Vår Fågelvärld 39: 85-94. [in Swedish with English summary]. 
Arnold, K.A. & Henderson, J.C. 1973. First specimen of Arctic Loon from Texas. The Auk 90(2): 

420-421. 
Bailey, A.M. 1953. Green-Throated Loon (Gavia arctica viridigularis) in Southeastern Alaska. The 

Auk 70(2): 200. 
Bär, U. & Jochums, F. 1995. Übersommernde und mausernde Prachttaucher Gavia arctica in 

Bayern [Black-throated Diver summering and moulting in Bavaria]. Limicola 9(1): 1-6. 
Barthel, P.H. 1991. Rätselvogel 26: Prachttaucher Gavia arctica [Mystery bird 26: Black-throated 

Diver]. Limicola 5(6): 306-307. 
Birch, A. & Lee, C-T. 1997. Arctic and Pacific Loons: Field Identification. Birding XXIX(2): 106-115. 
Brown, G. 1935. Notes: Black-throated Diver in Berkshire. British Birds 28(12): 370. 
Bundy, G. 1979. Breeding and feeding observations on the Black-throated Diver. Bird Study 26(1): 

33-36. 
Butterfield, D. 2004. The Black-throated Diver raft programme in Scotland. Scottish Bird News 74: 9-

11. 
Campbell, L.H. & Mudge, G.P. 1989. Conservation of Black-throated Divers in Scotland. RSBP 

Conservation Revue 3: 72-74. 
Campbell, L.H. & Talbot, T.R. 1987. Breeding status of Black-throated Divers in Scotland. British 

Birds 80(1): 1-8. 
Campbell, R.W. et al. 1985. Spring and summer distribution, status, and nesting ecology of the Arctic 

Loon, Gavia arctica, in interior British Columbia. Canadian Field Naturalist 99: 337-342.  
Christie, D.A. 1986. Notes: Separation of distant Black-throated and Great Northern Divers. British 

Birds 79(1): 40. 
Davis, R.A. 1971. Flight speed of Arctic and Red-throated Loons. The Auk 88(1): 169. 
Dennis, R.H. et al. 1978. Field identification of Black-throated Divers in winter. British Birds 71: 225-

226. 
Donald, C. 2000. Post breeding congregations of adult Black-throated Divers in Wester Ross. 

Scottish Birds 21: 47-48. 
Dunn, J.L. & Rose, B.J. 1992. A Further Note on Arctic Loon Identification. Birding XXIV(2): 106-107. 
Easterla, D.A. & Lawhon, F. 1971. First specimen of Arctic Loon from Missouri. The Auk 88(1): 175. 
Easterla, D.A. 1965. Arctic Loons invade Missouri. The Condor 67(6): 544. 
Eriksson, M.O.G. & Lindberg, P. 1991. Kvicksilverbelastningen hos svenska smålommar Gavia 

stellata och storlommar Gavia arctica [Mercury exposure to Red-throated Divers and Black-
throated Divers in Sweden]. Ornis Svecica 15(1): 1-12. 

Eriksson, M.O.G. & Sundberg, P. 1991. The choice of fishing lakes by the Red-throated Diver Gavia 
stellata and Black-throated Diver G. arctica during the breeding season in south-west Sweden. 
Bird Study 38(2): 135-144. 

Eriksson, M.O.G. 1986. Reproduction of Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica in Relation to Fish 
Density in Oligotrophic Lakes in Southwestern Sweden. Ornis Scandinavica 17(3): 245-248. 

Eriksson, M.O.G. 1987. [The production of young in Black-throated Diver, Gavia arctica, in south-
west Sweden]. Vår Fågelvärld 47: 122-132. [in Swedish with English summary]. 

Eriksson, M.O.G. 1994. Susceptibility to freshwater acidification by two species of loon: Red-throated 
Loon (Gavia stellata) and Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) in southwest Sweden. Hydrobiologia 279-
280: 439-444. 

Eriksson, M.O.G. et al. 1992. Levels of mercury in eggs of red-throated diver Gavia stellata and 
black-throated diver G. arctica in southwest Sweden. Ornis Svecica 2(1): 29-36. 

Evered, D.S. 1985. Pacific (and Arctic) Loon identification. Bird Observer of Massachusetts 13: 10-
14. 

Fisher, D. 2000. Monthly Marathon Solution: 1st winter Black-throated Diver. British Birds 93(1): 53. 
Fuller, R.J. 2003. Notes: Communal roosting behaviour of Black-throated Divers on a freshwater loch 

in late summer. British Birds 96(3): 137. 
Gordon, S. 1975. First days in the life of a Black-throated Diver. Scottish Birds 8: 319. 
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Gotmark, F. et al. 1989. Nesting ecology and management of the Arctic loon in Sweden. Journal of 
Wildlife Management 54: 515- 522. 

Gotmark, F. et al. 1990. Predation of artificial and real Arctic loon nests in Sweden. Journal of Wildlife 
Management 54: 429-432. 

Hake, M. et al. 2005. The impact of water level fluctuation on the breeding success of the Black-
throated Diver Gavia arctica in South-west Sweden. Ornis Fennica 82(1): 1-12. 

Hancock, M. 2000. Artificial floating islands for nesting Black-throated Divers Gavia arctica in 
Scotland: construction, use and effect on breeding success. Bird Study 47(2): 165-175. 

Hatler, D.F. 1974. Bald Eagle preys upon Arctic loon. The Auk 91(4): 825-827. 
Hemmingsson, E. & Eriksson, M.O. 2002. Ringing of Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata and Black-

throated Diver Gavia arctica in Sweden. Newsletter Diver/Loon Specialist Group, Wetlands 
International 4: 8-13. 

Hendriks, M.M. & Moeliker, C.W. 1982. Black-throated Diver in Greece in July 1981. Dutch Birding 
4(2): 53. 
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Great Northern Diver  
Gavia immer [Brünnich]. 
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coasts of N Atlantic & NE Pacific Oceans and Great Lakes of North America. 
Other names: Common Loon, Black-billed Loon. 
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