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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Twite, Linnet and Redpoll list, no further updates will be made. Grateful 
thanks to Tom Shevlin (www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who responded with 
constructive feedback. All images © the photographer.  
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
    
Final Version  
Version 1.2 (June 2019). 
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3  

Twite  
Linaria flavirostris [Linnaeus]. 
[L.f. flavirostris] Norway, N Sweden & N Finland E to Kola peninsula (NW Russia). Winters S to the 

coasts of the Baltic & North Sea and C & E Europe. 
[L.f. pipilans] N & NW Ireland & N Britain. Winters, some S to coastal SE England and NE France E to 

Netherlands  
[L.f. brevirostris] Caucasus & adjacent S Russia S to SC & E Turkey and NW & N Iran. 
[L.f. kirghizorum] N & C Kazakhstan. Winters S to S Kazakhstan & N Uzbekistan. 
[L.f. korejevi] S Altai (Tarbagatay, NE Kazakhstan) & N Xinjiang (NW China). Winters SE Kazakhstan 

and Tajikistan S to C Afghanistan. 
[L.f. altaica] C & E Altai, W Sayan Mts & Tuva Republic (S Russia) and W & N Mongolia. 
[L.f. montanella] E Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, S Uzbekistan and W & SW Xinjiang S to Karakorum, 

Kunlun Shan and Altun Shan, E to N Qinghai (WC China), Afghanistan, Chitral, Gilgit & Baltistan (N 
Pakistan) and Trans Alay Mts (N Pamir Mts, C Asia). 

[L.f. miniakensis] S Qinghai & E Xizang (E Tibetan Plateau) E to E to Gansu and W Sichuan (C 
China). 

[L.f. rufostrigata] Ladakh & W & S Xizang (W & S Tibetan Plateau) and N India E to N Nepal. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis flavirostris. Treated by some as Acanthis flavirostris.  
The proposed form pamirensis is included with L.f. montanella. The proposed form bensonorum is 
included in L.f. pipilans.  
 
Alexander, W.B. & Lack, D. 1944. Changes in status among British breeding birds. British Birds 

38(3): 42-45 (45). 
Armitage, J. 1927. Some breeding habits of the Twite. British Birds 21(5): 117-119. 
Atkinson, P.W. 1998. The wintering ecology of the Twite Carduelis flavirostris and the consequences 

of habitat loss. Ph.D. Thesis, University of East Anglia. 
Brown, A.F. et al. 1995. The distribution, numbers and breeding ecology of Twite Acanthis flavirostris 

in the South Pennines of England. Bird Study 42(2): 107-121. 
Brown, R.H. 1936. Notes: Status of the Siskin and Twite in Lakeland. British Birds 30(5): 170-171. 
Butterfield, E.P. 1922. Letters: Observations on the Twite in the Pennines. British Birds 16(5): 140. 
Callahan, D. 2011. Taxonomy: Our forgotten endemics - British Twite. Birdwatch 228: 38. 
Clark, H. & Sellers, R.M. 1997. Distribution and abundance of Twites wintering in Caithness. Scottish 

Birds 19(1): 1-9. 
Clark, H. & Sellers, R.M. 1998. Movements of Twites in Scotland. Scottish Birds 19(5): 270-279. 
Clark, H. & Sellers, R.M. 1998. Winter habitats of Twites in Scotland. Scottish Birds 19(5): 262-269. 
Clark, H. & Sellers, R.M. 1999. A further survey of Twites wintering in Caithness. Scottish Birds 20: 

35-37. 
Clark, H. & Sellers, R.M. 2001. Biometrics of the Twite Carduelis flavirostris. Ringing & Migration 

20(4): 328-337. 
Corse, C.J. et al. 2011. Movements of Twite Carduelis flavirostris in northern Scotland. Ringing & 

Migration 26(2): 101-108. 
Couzens, D. 2018. Species profile: Hard times. Birdwatch 316: 44-47. 
Davies, M. 1988. The importance of Britain's Twites. RSPB Conservation Review 2: 91-94. 
Dierschke, J. & Bairlein, F. 2004. Habitat selection of wintering passerines in salt marshes of the 

German Wadden Sea. Journal of Ornithology 145(1): 48-58. 
Dierschke, J. 1997. The status of Shorelark Eremophila alpestris, Twite Carduelis flavirostris and 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis in the Wadden Sea. Wadden Sea Ecosystem 4: 95-114. 
Dierschke, J. 2002. Food preferences of Shorelarks Eremophila alpestris, Snow Buntings 

Plectrophenax nivalis and Twites Carduelis flavirostris wintering in the Wadden Sea. Bird Study 
49(3): 263-269. 

Dunning, J. et al. 2016. A neglected colony of the Twite in central England. British Birds 109(6): 343-
348. 

Forrest, H.E. 1914. Notes: Twites in Shropshire in summer. British Birds 8(4): 97. 
Frost, R.A. 2008. Notes: Cliff-nesting Twites in the Peak District. British Birds 101(5): 263. 
Jardine, D.C. 1992. Notes: Twites eating seaweed. British Birds 85(11): 619. 
Jones, G. 2008. Conservation: Protecting the Pennine finch. Birdwatch 192: 34-36. 
Langston, R.H. et al. 2006. Status of breeding Twite Carduelis flavirostris in the UK. Bird Study 53(1): 

55-63. 
Lu, X. et al. 2011. Breeding ecology of the Twite Carduelis flavirostris in northern Tibet. Ornis Fennica 

88(3): 172. 
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Marler, P. & Mundinger, P. 1975. Vocalizations, social organization, and breeding biology of the 
Twite, Acanthis ftavirostris. Ibis 117(1): 1-17. 

McLoughlin, D. & Cotton, D. 2008. The status of Twite Carduelis flavirostris in Ireland 2008. Irish 
Birds 8(3): 323-330.  

McLoughlin, D. 2007. Throwing light on Twite. Wings 44: 19. 
McLoughlin, D. 2010. Twite on the edge - Rarest native finch soldiers on. Wings 57: 15-17. 
McLoughlin, D. et al. 2010. The movement patterns of two populations of Twites Carduelis flavirostris 

in Ireland. Ringing & Migration 25(1): 15-21. 
McLoughlin, D.T. 2011. Management prescriptions for twite in Ireland. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 52. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government, Dublin, Ireland. 

McLoughlin, D.T. et al. 2012. The biometrics of Twite Carduelis flavirostris in Ireland and Britain. 
Ringing & Migration 27(2): 76-82. 

Mearns, R. 2009. Wintering Twite in Dumfries & Galloway. Scottish Birds 29(3): 210-219. 
Middleton, P. 2007. Notes: The South Pennine Twite population. British Birds 100(2): 124-125. 
Nuttall, J. 1972. The status and distribution of the twite (Carduelis flavirostris) in east Lancashire, with 

some notes on breeding biology. Naturalist 23: 140-141. 
O'Meara, M. 2000. Twite Carduellis flavirostris at the Kilbarry Bog, Waterford, 1999. Irish Birds 6(3): 

430-431. 
Orford, N. 1973. Breeding distribution of the twite in central Britain. Bird Study 20(1): 51-62. 
Pitches, A. 2011. News and comment: Moorland fires threaten last strongholds of nesting Twite. 

British Birds 104(6): 340. 
Potapov, R.L. 2006. A record of the twite Cannabina flavirostris in the Leningrad District. Russian 

Journal of Ornithology 318: 449-456 [in English and Russian]. 
Raine, A. 2004. Providing supplementary food as a conservation initiative for twite Carduelis 

flavirostris breeding in the South Pennines near Littleborough, West Yorkshire, England. 
Conservation Evidence 1: 26-28. 

Raine, A.F. et al. 2006. Migration patterns of two populations of Twite Carduelis flavirostris in 
Britain. Ringing & Migration 23(1): 45-52. 

Raine, A.F. et al. 2006. Natal philopatry and local movement patterns of Twite Carduelis flavirostris. 
Ringing & Migration 23(2): 89-94. 

Raine, A.F. et al. 2009. Assessing population changes from disparate data sources: the decline of the 
Twite Carduelis flavirostris in England. Bird Conservation International 19(4): 401-416. 

Reed, S. 1995. Factors limiting the distribution and population size of Twite (Carduelis flavirostris) in 
the Pennines. Naturalist 120: 93-102. 

Taylor, F. 1935. Colour of the bill and other notes on the Twite. British Birds 29(4): 102-104. 
Vinicombe, K. 2007. ID at a glance: Linnet and Twite. Birdwatch 175: 26-27. 
Wilkinson, N.I. & Wilson, J.D. 2010. Breeding ecology of Twite Carduelis flavirostris in a crofting 

landscape. Bird Study 57: 142-155. 
Wilkinson, N.I. et al 2010. The abundance of Twite wintering in Caithness and Sutherland in 

2006/07. Scottish Birds 30(4): 295-301.  
         
Linnet  
Linaria cannabina [Linnaeus]. 
[L.c. cannabina] W, C & N Europe (except Scotland) to W Siberia & upper Yenisey and N from 

Pyrénées, N Italy, N of former Yugoslavia, Romania & Ukraine (except Crimea). Winters, some S to 
N Africa & SW Asia. 

[L.c. autochthona] Scotland. 
[L.c. bella] Islands in E Aegean S to Rhodes, Asia Minor, Levant & Crimea E thru Caucasus area to 

Iran & SW Turkmenistan and C Asia. Winters, some S to Baluchistan, Salt Range & Punjab (N 
Pakistan). 

[L.c. mediterranea] Iberia E to Balkan countries & Karpathos (Greece) but not on islands in E Aegean 
and Morocco E to N Tunisia & N Libya. 

[L.c. guentheri] Madeira. 
[L.c. meadewaldoi] W & C Canary Islands. 
[L.c. harterti] E Canary Islands. 
Other name: Brown Linnet, Common Linnet. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis cannabina. 
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Alexander, W.B. & Lack, D. 1944. Changes in status among British breeding birds. British Birds 
38(3): 42-45 (45). 

Aliabadian, M. 2011. Eight new records of bird species from North-Eastern Iran. Iranian Journal of 
Biosystematics 7(1): 31-47 (34). 

Bønløkke-Pedersen, J. et al. 2002. Rare extra-pair fertilizations in the semi-colonially breeding linnet 
Carduelis cannabina. Journal of Avian Biology 33(2): 203-206. 

Callahan, D. 2011. Taxonomy: Our forgotten endemics - Scottish Linnet. Birdwatch 228: 38. 
Drachmann, J. 1997. Sexual selection and reproductive success in the Linnet (Carduelis cannabina). 

Ph.D. Thesis, University of Aarhus, Denmark. 
Drachmann, J. et al. 1997. Copulation behaviour in the Linnet Carduelis cannabina and the 

insemination window hypothesis. Journal of Avian Biology 28(3): 191-196. 
Drachmann, J. et al. 2000. Mate guarding in the Linnet Carduelis cannabina. Bird Study 47(2): 238-

241. 
Drachmann, J. et al. 2002. Nest predation and semicolonial breeding in Linnets Carduelis cannabina. 

Bird Study 49(1): 35-41. 
Eybert, M-C. & Constant, P. 1998. Diet of nestling Linnets (Acanthis cannabina L.). Journal für 

Ornithologie 139(3): 277-286. 
Eybert, M-C. et al. 1995. Effects of changes in agricultural landscape on a breeding population of 

linnets Acanthis cannabina L. living in adjacent heathland. Biological Conservation 74(3): 195-202. 
Förschler, M.I. et al. 2010. Extraordinary high natal philopatry in a migratory passerine. Journal of 

Ornithology 151(3): 745-748. 
Gargallo, G. & Clarabuch, O. 1995. Extensive moult and ageing in six species of passerines. 

Ringing & Migration 16(3): 178-189. 
Harber, D.D. 1945. Notes: Courtship-feeding of Linnet. British Birds 38(11): 211. 
Khoury, F. et al. 2009. Nest placement and nesting success in two finch species colonizing a recently 

established plantation in an arid region. Journal of Ornithology 150(1): 29-37. 
Mead, J.N. 1946: Notes: Cock Linnet feeding hen during incubation. British Birds 39(8): 244. 
Mezquida, E.T. et al 2005. Microhabitat use and social structure in Linnet Carduelis cannabina and 

Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra at a winter roost in central Spain. Bird Study 52(3): 323-329. 
Moorcroft, D. & Wilson, J.D. The ecology of Linnets Carduelis cannabina on lowland farmland, pp. 

173-181. Found in: Aebischer, N.J. et al. (eds.) 2000. Ecology and Conservation of Lowland 
Farmland Birds. British Ornithologists’ Union, Tring. 

Moorcroft, D. et al. 1997. The diet of nestling Linnets Carduelis cannabina before and after 
agricultural intensification, pp. 969-972. Found in: Brighton Crop Protection Conference – Weeds 
vol. 3. British Crop Protection Council, Farnham. 

Moorcroft, D. et al. 2006. Diet of nestling Linnets Carduelis cannabina on lowland farmland before 
and after agricultural intensification. Bird Study 53(2): 156-162. 

Moorcroft, D.M. 2000. The causes of the decline in the Linnet Carduelis cannabina within the 
agricultural landscape. D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. 

Newton, I. 1967. The adaptive radiation and feeding ecology of some British finches. Ibis 109(1): 33-
96. 

Oliver, P.J. 1997. The breeding birds of Inner London, 1966-94. British Birds 90(6): 211-225 (220). 
Poulsen, H. 1954. On the song of the Linnet (Carduelis cannabina (L.)). Dansk Ornithologisk 

Forenings Tidsskrift 48: 32-37. 
Rathbone, P. & Rathbone, M. 1992. Notes: Stone-curlew killing adult Linnet. British Birds 85(3): 135. 
Rendall, P. 1916. Notes: Late nesting of the Linnet. British Birds 16(6): 160. 
Richardson, R.A. 1948. Notes: Courtship feeding of Linnet. British Birds 41(5): 149. 
Sage, B. 2005. Notes: Food plants of Linnet. British Birds 98(2): 102. 
Sealy, S.G. et al. 1996. Cuckoo hosts in Ireland, 1985-95. Irish Birds 5(4): 381-390 (388). 
Strinella, E. et al. 2015. Timing and duration of moult in relation to weather conditions in four 

montane passerine species at the Gran Sasso, Central Italy. Ringing & Migration 30(2): 67-74. 
Surmacki, A. et al. 1999. Communal roosting of Linnets (Carduelis cannabina) and Blue-headed 

Wagtails (Motacilla flava) at post-breeding period in Western Poland. Die Vogelwarte 40(1-2): 146-
148. 

Swann, R.L. et al. 2014. Movements of Linnets Linaria cannabina in northern Scotland. Ringing & 
Migration 29(1): 19-28. 

Tast, J. 1968. Changes in the distribution, habitat requirements and nest-sites of the linnet, Carduelis 
cannabina (L.), in Finland. Annales Zoologici Fennici 5(2): 159-178. 

Thayer, G.H. 1900. The European Linnet in Westchester County, N.Y. The Auk 17(4): 388-389. 
Vinicombe, K. 2007. ID at a glance: Linnet and Twite. Birdwatch 175: 26-27. 
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Yemen Linnet  
Linaria yemenensis [Ogilvie-Grant].  
SW Saudi Arabia and W Yemen. 
Other name: Arabian Linnet. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis yemenensis. 
 
Bowden, C.G.R. & Brooks, D.J. 1987. The Yemen Linnet in North Yemen. Sandgrouse 9: 111-114. 
Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 

survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (70). 
Newton, S.F. & Newton, A.V. 1996. Seasonal changes in the abundance and diversity of birds in 

threatened juniper forest in the southern Asir mountains, Saudi Arabia. Bird Conservation 
International 6(4): 371-392. 

       
Warsangli Linnet 
Linaria johannis [S.R. Clarke]. 
Daalo & Mashacaleed (N Somalia highlands). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis johannis. 
John P.S. Clarke (b. 1896), English naturalist and collector, who was in the Somaliland Police from 
1918 to 1920. 
 
Ash, J. & Miskell, J.E. 1981. Present abundance of the Warsangli Linnet Acanthis johannis. Bulletin 

of the British Ornithologist' Club 101(4): 396-398. 
Butchart, S. 2007. Birds to find: a review of ‘lost’, obscure and poorly known African bird species. 

Bulletin of the African Bird Club 14: 138-157 (152). 
Clarke, S.R. 1919. Description of a new genus Warsanglia and five new forms from Somaliland. 

Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 40: 48-50. 
Cohen, C. et al. 2011. Photospot: Endemic and special birds of Somaliland. Bulletin of the African 

Bird Club 18(1): 86-92 (figure 13, p. 91). 
Donald, P.F. & Brooke, M. de L. 2006. An unlikely survivor: the peculiar natural history of the Raso 

Lark. British Birds 99(8): 420-430 (422). 
Williams, J.G. 1956. The re-discovery of Warsanglia johannis. Ibis 98: 531-532. 
 
Common Redpolls  
 

Mealy Redpoll 
Acanthis flammea [Linnaeus].  
[A.f. flammea] Scandinavia & the Baltic countries S to E Germany & Poland & E thru Russia S to c. 

55ºN & Mongolia, Amurland, Ussuriland, N Manchuria, Sakhalin and Aleutians, Alaska & N Canada. 
Winters, majority of population moves S. 

[A.f. rostrata] E Baffin Island and W & E coasts of Greenland. Winters E Canada & NE USA W to 
Illinois & S to New Jersey and Iceland and probably Scotland & Ireland. 

[A.f. islandica] Iceland. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis flammea. 
Other names: Icelandic Redpoll (islandica), Greenland Redpoll (rostrata). 
 

Lesser Redpoll 
Acanthis cabaret [Müller].  
Ireland, Britain, SW Norway, S Sweden, Denmark and N & NE France E to S Belgium, Netherlands & 
N & C Germany and SE France E to Austria in the Alps and SE Czech Republic, S Poland & possibly 
N Romania in the Carpathians. Winters NW, NC & S Europe. Introduced to Lord Howe Island & New 
Zealand. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2010 as Carduelis cabaret. 
 
Alekseeva, N.S. 1986. Second clutch of the Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) in Yamal Peninsula. 

Ornithologiya 21:145. [in Russian]. 
Alexander, W.B. & Lack, D. 1944. Changes in status among British breeding birds. British Birds 

38(3): 42-45 (44). 
Antikainen, E. et al. 1980. The nomadic breeding of the Redpoll Acanthis flammea in 1979 in North 

Savo, Finland. Ornis Fennica 57: 124-131. 
Bailey, A.M. 1928. Early nesting of the Redpoll in Alaska. The Condor 30(5): 320. 
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Beadle, D. & Henshaw, B. 1996. Identification of ‘Greenland’ Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea 
rostrata. Birder’s Journal 5: 44-47. 

Brinkley, E.S. et al. 2011. Photo essay: redpolls from Nunavut and Greenland visit Ontario. North 
American Birds 65(2): 206-215. 

Brooks, W.S. 1968. Comparative adaptations of the Alaskan redpolls to the arctic environment. The 
Wilson Bulletin 80(3): 253-280. 

Callahan, D. 2011. Speciation: The spice of life. Birdwatch 231: 44-47. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 

Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (318). 
Czaplak, D. 1995. Identifying Common and Hoary Redpolls. Birding 27: 205-217. 
Davis, P. 1960. Greenland Redpolls and Lapland Buntings in autumn 1959. Fair Isle Bird Observatory 

Bulletin 4: 128-129. 
Dolphin, A.K. 1998. Notes: Common Redpolls feeding on algae. British Birds 91(6): 240. 
Eds. 2001. Was it Mealy? Putative Mealy Redpoll in Devon. Birdwatch 106: 50. 
Eds. 2006. Notes: Redpolls at garden feeders. British Birds 99(7): 370. 
Eds. 2002. Redpolls cause a flurry. Arctic and Mealy Redpolls: Titchwell, Norfolk, December 2001. 

Birdwatch 116: 51. 
Enemar, A. & Nystrom, B. 1981. Population fluctuations, food and breeding of the Redpoll Carduelis 

flammea in a mountain birch forest, Swedish Lapland. Vår Fågelvärld 40: 409-426. 
Evans, P.R. 1966. Autumn movements, moult and measurements of the Lesser Redpoll Carduelis 

flammea cabaret. Ibis 108(2): 183-216. 
Evans, P.R. 1969. Ecological aspects of migration, and pre-migratory fat deposition in the Lesser 

Redpoll, Carduelis flammea cabaret. The Condor 71(3): 316-330. 
Gladwin, T. 2006. Notes: Lesser Redpolls at garden feeders. British Birds 99(3): 159. 
Golley, M. 1994. Masterguide: Hoary problems. Birdwatch 20: 40-43. 
Hearl, G. 1998. Letters: Collecting Redpolls. Birding World 11(2): 67. 
Herremans, M. 1989. Vocalizations of Common, Lesser and Arctic Redpolls. Dutch Birding 11(1): 9-

15. 
Herremans, M. 1990. Taxonomy and evolution in redpolls Carduelis flammea-hornemanni; a 

multivariate study of their biometry. Ardea 78: 441-458. 
Hogstad, O. 1996. Population fluctuation of the redpoll Carduelis flammea during 31 years in a 

subalpine birch forest in central Norway. Vår Fuglefauna 19: 149-155. 
Kehoe, C. 2006. Racial identification and assessment in Britain: a report from the RIACT 

subcommittee. British Birds 99(12): 619-645 (642). 
Kennard, J.H. 1976. A biennial rhythm in the winter distribution of the Common Redpoll. Bird-
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