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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Calidris wader’s list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to 
Polina Clarke (www.thingsarelikethis.com) and Paul Archer for the cover images and all those who 
responded with constructive feedback. All images © the photographers. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
    
Final Version  
Version 2.3 (January 2019). 
 
Cover 
Main image: White-rumped Sandpiper. Clonea, Co. Waterford, Ireland. 14th November 2010. Picture 
by Polina Clarke. 
Vignette: Semipalmated Sandpiper. Ballycotton, Co. Cork, Ireland. 17th September 2008. Picture by 
Paul Archer. 
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van Diek, H. et al. 2004. Bird counting in Iran in January 2004. Dutch Birding 26(5): 287-296 (plate 

423, p. 289). 
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Red Knot  
Calidris canutus [Linnaeus]. 
[C.c. canutus] Taymyr peninsula (Siberia). Winters W & S Africa. 
[C.c. piersmai] New Siberian Islands. Winters NW Australia. 
[C.c. rogersi] Chukotskiy peninsula and possibly areas farther W. Winters Australasia. 
[C.c. roselaari] Wrangel Island (Arctic Ocean) & NW Alaska Winters probably Florida, S Panama & N 
Venezuela. 
[C.c. rufa] Canadian low Arctic. Winters NE & S South America. 
[C.c. islandica] Islands of the Canadian high Arctic & N Greenland. Winters in W Europe. 
Canute (c.AD 995-1035), one time king of Denmark, England, Norway and parts of Sweden. 
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Harrington, B.A. et al. 2007. Molt and body mass of Red Knots in the eastern United States. The 
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Musgrove, A.J. et al. 2011. Overwinter population estimates of British waterbirds. British Birds 

104(7): 364-397 (387). 
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Patten, M.A. & McCaskie, G. 1992. Answers to the February Photo Quiz: juvenile Red Knot. Birding 

XXIV(2): 110-111. 
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Rogers, D.I. et al. 2006. Roost availability may constrain shorebird distribution: Exploring the 

energetic costs of roosting and disturbance around a tropical bay. Biological Conservation 133(2): 
225-235. 
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safety? Journal of Field Ornithology 72: 86-95. 
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The Auk 86(4): 747-749 (748). 
Tomkovich, P. 2001. A new subspecies of Red Knot Calidris canutus from the New Siberian islands. 
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Surfbird  
Calidris virgata [Gmelin]. 
C & S Alaska and C Yukon. Winters Alexander Archipelago (SE Alaska) S to the Straits of Magellan 
(Pacific coast of America). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Aphriza virgata. 
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Ruiz-Guerra, C. et al. 2007. Noteworthy bird records from the southern Chocó of Colombia. Bulletin 
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Tomkovich, P.S. et al. 1998. Surfbird in its non-surfing habitats. Dutch Birding 20(5): 233-237. 
 
Ruff  
Calidris pugnax [Linnaeus]. 
NW Europe E thru Siberia to Chukotskiy peninsula & Sea of Okhotsk. Winters Mediterranean & sub-
Saharan Africa E thru Middle East to Indian subcontinent. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Philomachus pugnax. 
Other name: Reeve (female). 
 
Altman, A. & Parrish, C. 1978. Sight records of Wilson’s Phalarope, Ruff, and other shorebirds from 

Venezuela. American Birds 32(3): 309-310. 
Bachman, G. & Widemo, F. 1999. Relationships between body composition, body size and 

alternative reproductive tactics in a lekking sandpiper, the Ruff (Philomachus pugnax). Functional 
Ecology 13(3): 411-416. 
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Chandler, R.J. 1990. Notes: Plumage variations of juvenile Ruffs and Greenshanks. British Birds 

83(3): 117-121. 
Curry-Lindahl, K. 1961. Notes: Ruff displaying to Spotted Redshank and Long-tailed Skua. British 

Birds 54(7): 283-284. 
Feest, J. 1990. Notes: Ruff feeding in suburban garden. British Birds 83(12): 551. 
Fennell, C.M. et al. 1964. New occurrences and recent distributional records of Korean birds. The 

Condor 66(3): 239-246 (243). 
Hazevoet, C.J. 1997. Notes on distribution, conservation, and taxonomy of birds from the Cape 

Verde Islands, including records of six species new to the archipelago. Bulletin Zoölogisch 
Museum 15(13): 89-100 (96). 

Hazevoet, C.J. 1999. Fourth report on birds from the Cape Verde Islands, including notes on the 
conservation and records of 11 new to the archipelago. Bulletin Zoölogisch Museum 17(3): 19-32  
(27). 

Hill, W.L. 1991. Correlates of male mating success in the ruff Philomachus pugnax, a lekking 
shorebird. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 29(5): 367-372. 

Hugie, D.M. & Lank, D.B. 1997. The resident's dilemma: a female choice model for the evolution of 
alternative mating strategies in lekking male ruffs (Philomachus pugnax). Behavioral Ecology 8(2): 
218-225. 

Ingram, G.C.S. & Morrey Salmon, H. 1933. Notes: Ruff and Grey Phalarope in Carmarthenshire. 
British Birds 27(7): 206-207. 

Jukema, J. & Piersma, T. 2000. Contour feather moult of Ruffs Philomachus pugnax during 
northward migration, with notes on homology of nuptial plumages in scolopacid waders. Ibis 
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Lank, D.B. & Smith, C.M. 1987. Conditional lekking in ruff (Philomachus pugnax). Behavioral 
Ecology and Sociobiology 20(2): 137-145. 

Lank, D.B. & Smith, C.M. 1992. Females prefer larger leks: field experiments with ruffs (Philomachus 
pugnax). Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 30(5): 323-329. 

Leck, C.F. 1966. The History and Status of the Ruff in Eastern North America. The Auk 83(3): 473-
474. 

Musgrove, A.J. et al. 2011. Overwinter population estimates of British waterbirds. British Birds 
104(7): 364-397 (388). 
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Palmer, P. 2005. Notes: Ruffs feeding on contents of a Giraffe’s stomach. British Birds 98(3): 157-
158. 

Pearson, D.J. 1981. The wintering and moult of Ruffs Philomachus pugnax in the Kenyan Rift 
Valley. Ibis 123(2): 158-182. 



 

12  
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223. 
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Smart, J.H. & Stratford, C.J. 1990. Notes: Evasive reaction by Ruff to low-flying Peregrine. British 

Birds 83(12): 551-552. 
Stoddart, A. 2013. Identification: Ruff, Pectoral and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers Photo Guide. Birdwatch 

253: 37-42. 
Tinbergen, N. 1959. Photographic studies of some less familiar birds. C. Ruff. British Birds 52(9): 

302-306. 
Tomkovich, P.S. 1992. Breeding-range and population changes of waders in the former Soviet 

Union. British Birds 85(7): 344-365 (355-357). 
van Rhijn, J.G. 1973. Behavioural dimorphism in male ruffs, Philomachus pugnax (L.). Behaviour 

47(3-4): 153-229. 
van Rhijn, J.G. 1983. On the maintenance and origin of alternative strategies in the Ruff 

Philomachus pugnax. Ibis 125(4): 482-498.  
Vernon, R. 2003. Notes: Feeding behaviour of migrant Ruff. British Birds 96(9): 457-458.  
Widemo, F. 1997. The social implications of traditional use of lek sites in the ruff Philomachus 

pugnax. Behavioral Ecology 8(2): 211-217. 
Widemo, F. 1998. Alternative reproductive strategies in the ruff, Philomachus pugnax: a mixed ESS? 

Animal Behaviour 56(2): 329-336.  
 
Broad-billed Sandpiper  
Calidris falcinellus [Pontoppidan].  
[C.f. falcinellus] Scandinavia & NW Russia. Winters E & S Africa E thru Arabia to India & Sri Lanka. 
[C.f. sibirica] Taymyr and R Lena E to R Kolyma. Winters NE India thru SE Asia, Philippines & 
Indonesia to Australia. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Limicola falcinellus. 
 
Blincow, J.I. 1985. Notes: Broad-billed Sandpiper with long-legged appearance. British Birds 78(4): 
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Nisbet, I.C.T. 1961. Studies of less familiar birds 113. Broad-billed Sandpiper. British Birds 54(8): 
320-323. 
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Limicola falcinellus at Ottenby, southern Sweden, 1950-2000. Ornis Fennica 78(4): 184-192. 

 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  
Calidris acuminata [Horsfield]. 
NC & NE Siberia from Lena Delta to R Kolyma. Winters New Guinea thru Melanesia to New 
Caledonia & Tonga and S to Australia & New Zealand. 
1st WP Record: [adult] September 1848. Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, England. Shot (BWP 3). 
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Temminck's Stint  
Calidris temminckii [Leisler]. 
Scandinavia E thru NW Russia & N Siberia E to Chukotskiy peninsula & Anadyrland. Winters 
Mediterranean, N tropical Africa and Middle East E thru Indian subcontinent & Indochina to S China, 
Taiwan & S Ryukyu Islands and S to peninsular Malaysia & Borneo and occasionally the Philippines. 
Coenraad Jacob Temminck (1778-1858), Dutch ornithologist, illustrator and collector who was the 
first director of the National Natural History Museum at Leiden from 1820 until his death. 
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Long-toed Stint  
Calidris subminuta [Middendorff]. 
Disjunct populations from the forest zone of SW Siberia to the S tundra of Koryak Mts and the 
Commander Islands & N Kuril Islands. Winters E India & Indochina E to Taiwan and S thru Philippines 
& Indonesia to W & SE Australia. 
Other name: Middendorff's Stint. 
Aleksandr Fedorovitsh von Middendorf (1815-1894), German-Russian traveller and naturalist who 
was a member of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences. 
1st WP Record: 7th June 1970. Marazion Marsh, Cornwall, England. Philip D. Round. Remained until 
the following day (Round 1996).  
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Calidris alba [Pallas].  
[C.a. alba] Ellesmere Island, N & E Greenland, Svalbard, Franz Josef Land & Taymyr peninsula. 
Winters W Europe, Africa, Asia & Australasia. 
[C.a. rubida] NE Siberia, Alaska, N Canada. Winters E Asia, coastal North, Central & South America. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as monotypic. 
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Dunlin  
Calidris alpina [Linnaeus].  
[C.a. alpina] N Scandanavia to NW Siberia. Winters W Europe & Mediterranean to NW India and 
sparsely to Bangladesh. 
[C.a. centralis] NC to NE Siberia. Winters E Mediterranean to S Asia. 
[C.a. arctica] NE Greenland. Winters mainly in NW Africa. 
[C.a. schinzii] SE Greenland & Iceland thru Faroe Islands, Ireland & Britain to the Baltic & S 
Scandinavia. Winters in S Europe & NW Africa. 
[C.a. sakhalina] R Kolyma to Chukotskiy peninsula & Anadyrland (far-eastern Siberia). Winters in E 
China, Korea, Japan & Taiwan and perhaps small numbers in W North America.  
[C.a. kistchinski] N Sea of Okhotsk & Koryak Mts thru Kamchatka (extreme Russian far-east) to Kuril 
Islands. Winters E Asia. 
[C.a. actites] N Sakhalin. Winters E Asia. 
[C.a. arcticola] N of the Seward peninsula (NW Alaska) & NW Canada. Winters E China, Korea & 
Japan. 
[C.a. pacifica] SW Alaska S of Seward peninsula. Winters in W USA & W Mexico. 
[C.a. hudsonia] C Canada. Winters in SE USA and probably E Mexico. 
Other names: Red-backed Sandpiper, Southern Dunlin (alpina), Northern Dunlin (schinzii), Schinz’s 
Dunlin (schinzii), Schiøler's Dunlin (arctica) Arctic Dunlin (arctica), Greenland Dunlin (arctica), 
Hudsonian Dunlin (hudsonia). 
Heinrich Rudolph Schinz (1777-1861), Swiss naturalist and medical doctor who became curator of 
the Natural History Society of Zurich.  
Eiler Theodor Lehn Schiøler (1874-1929), Danish banker and ornithologist who undertook a 
scientific expedition to the west coast of Greenland in 1925. He was the first to describe the 
intermedius form of Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
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Rock Sandpiper  
Calidris ptilocnemis [Coues]. 
[C.p. ptilocnemis] St Matthew Island, Hall Island & Pribilof Islands. Winters Alaskan peninsula.  
[C.p. couesi] Aleutian Islands & Alaskan peninsula. 
[C.p. tschuktschorum] E Chukotskiy peninsula, St Lawrence Island, Nunivak Island & W Alaska. 
Winters NW North America and locally in E Japan. 
[C.p. quarta] Kuril Islands, S Kamchatka & Commander Islands.  
Treated by some as Erolia ptilocnemis. 
Other names: Aleutian Sandpiper, Pribilof Sandpiper.  
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Purple Sandpiper  
Calidris maritima [Brünnich]. 
N Canada, Greenland, Iceland, Svalbard and Scandinavia to NC Siberia. Winters E North America 
and W Europe. 
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Calidris fuscicollis [Vieillot]. 
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Calidris subruficollis [Vieillot].  
Wrangel Island & Ayon Island E to R Ekvyvatan & N coast of Chukotskiy peninsula (far-eastern 
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Winters SE Bolivia, Paraguay & S Brazil to Uruguay & NE Argentina. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Tryngites subruficollis. 
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Calidris melanotos [Vieillot]. 
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Calidris pusilla [Linnaeus].  
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