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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Auk's list, no further updates will be made. Grateful thanks to Paul and 
Andrea Kelly (www.irishbirdimages.com) for the cover images and all those who responded with 
constructive feedback. All images © the photographer. 
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]). 
    
Final Version  
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Little Auk  
Alle alle [Linnaeus]. 
[A.a. alle] E Baffin Island thru Greenland & Iceland to Jan Mayen, Spitsbergen, Bear Island & Novaya 

Zemlya. Winters in low arctic. 
[A.a. polaris] Franz Josef Land and possibly this race from Severnaya Zemlya E to St Lawrence 

Island & Little Diomede (Bering Sea). 
Other name: Dovekie. 
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Brünnich’s Guillemot 
Uria lomvia [Linnaeus]. 
[U.l. lomvia] NE Canada S to Gulf of St Lawrence and Greenland E to Franz Josef Land, Novaya 

Zemlya & Severnaya Zemlya. Winters offshore low arctic waters. 
[U.l. eleonorae] E Taymyr peninsula E to New Siberian Islands. 
[U.l. heckeri] Wrangel Island, Herald Island & N Chukotskiy peninsula. 
[U.l. arra] NW Alaska S to N Japan, Aleutian Islands and SE Alaska. Winters offshore in Sea of Japan 

& Gulf of Alaska . 
Other name: Thick-billed Murre, Brünnich’s Murre. 
Morten Thrane Brünnich (1737-1827), Danish bird curator in Copenhagen and systematist who 
worked on Guillemots. 
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Great Auk  
Pinguinus impennis [Linnaeus]. 
Now extinct. Formerly bred on rocky, isolated islands with easy access to the shoreline including 
Papa Westray (Orkneys), St. Kilda (off Scotland), Grimsey Island (off N Iceland), Geirfuglasker & 
Eldey Island (off SW Iceland), Funk Island (off NE Newfoundland), the Bird Rocks (Gulf of St. 
Lawrence) and probably the Faroe Islands & Cape Cod (Massachusetts) as well as other unknown 
sites. Prehistoric remains discovered in Florida (although they may have been brought there by 
humans, rather than naturally) and W Mediterranean. Wintered offshore in the N Atlantic.  
It was initially killed in large numbers for food and eggs by local inhabitants and later for its feathers. 
The last bird in Britain was captured in June 1840 on St. Kilda. In 1844 the last known pair were killed 
and their egg destroyed at Eldey Island, Iceland. The last live bird was seen on the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland in 1852 (Halliday 1979). 
Other name: Garefowl. 
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Black Guillemot  
Cepphus grylle [Linnaeus]. 
[C.g. grylle] Baltic Sea. 
[C.g. faeroeensis] Faroe Islands. 
[C.g. islandicus] Iceland. 
[C.g. mandtii] Arctic E North America S to Labrador & N Newfoundland, W & E Greenland, Jan Mayen 

& Svalbard E thru E Siberia to N Alaska.  
[C.g. arcticus] North America & S Greenland to Ireland, Britain, Norway, SW Sweden, Denmark, 

Murmansk & White Sea. 
Other name: Tystie. 
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Pigeon Guillemot  
Cepphus columba [Pallas]. 
[C.c. columba] NE Siberia thru the Bering Sea. Winters at sea S of breeding grounds. 
[C.c. kaiurka] Commander Islands to WC Aleutian Islands. Winters at sea S of breeding grounds. 
[C.c. snowi] Kuril Islands (Russia). 
[C.c. eureka] Oregon & California (W USA) 
[C.c. adiantus] C Aleutian Islands to Washington (NW USA) 
Other name: Sea Pigeon, Kuril Guillemot (snowi). 
Capt. Henry James Snow (b. 1848), mariner, hunter and author who explored around and in the 
Kuril Islands. 
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Spectacled Guillemot  
Cepphus carbo [Pallas]. 
Kamchatka & Sea of Okhotsk S to NE Korea, Kuril Islands and Hokkaido & N Honshu (N Japan). 
Winters usually S of breeding grounds. 
Other names: Sooty Guillemot, Bridled Guillemot. 
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Marbled Murrelet  
Brachyramphus marmoratus [Gmelin]. 
Barren Islands, Aleutian Islands & Kenai peninsula (SE Alaska) S along the coast of North America to 
Point Sal & Santa Cruz Mts (C California). Winters S of breeding grounds. 
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Long-billed Murrelet  
Brachyramphus perdix [Pallas]. 
Kamchatka & Sea of Okhotsk S to Hokkaido (N Japan). Winters mainly in seas around N Japan with 
some S to seas around South Korea & S Japan. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as a race of Marbled Murrelet. 
1st WP Record: [1st winter] Sometime between the 15th and 18th December 1997. Lake Zurich, near 
Zollikon, Meilen, Switzerland. Urs Bäumler, ID by Lional Maumary (Maumary & Knaus 2000). 
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Kittlitz’s Murrelet  
Brachyramphus brevirostris [Vigors]. 
Bering Sea coasts N into Chukchi Sea & S to Gulf of Alaska and E Chukotskiy peninsula in Chukchi 
Sea W to Cape Schmidta & S to Anadyr Gulf & Shelekhov Bay in N Sea of Okhotsk and Alaska from 
E of Cape Lisburne S to Aleutian Islands & E to Glacier Bay & Stileine R (Gulf of Alaska) and possibly 
Wrangel Island. Winters E Siberia & Kuril Islands S to Hokkaido (N Japan) and Aleutian Islands E to 
Glacier Bay mainly offshore near breeding area. 
Friedrich Heinrich Freiherr von Kittlitz (1799-1874), German artist, naval officer, explorer and 
naturalist who was descended from Prussian nobility. 
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Xantus's Murrelets  
     

Guadalupe Murrelet  
Synthliboramphus hypoleucus [Xántus de Vesey]. 
San Benito Island & Guadalupe Island (NW Baja California) and possibly Santa Barbara & Channel 
Islands (off S California). 
 

Scripps's Murrelet  
Synthliboramphus scrippsi [Green and Arnold]. 
Channel Islands (off S California) and islands off W coast of Baja California S to at least San Benito 
Island. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 2006 as races of Xantus's Murrelet. 
Robert Paine Scripps (1895-1938), American newspaper baron and former patron of the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography in San Diego. 
John Xantus de Vesey aka John Xantus de Csíktaplócza (1825-1894), Hungarian zoologist who 
settled in America. 
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Craveri’s Murrelet  
Synthliboramphus craveri [Salvadori]. 
Islands in Gulf of California N to Consag Rock and probably islands along Pacific coast of Baja 
California N to San Benito. Winters at sea in Gulf of California & coasts N to Monterey Bay (S 
California) & S to Sonora. 
Brothers Frederico (1815-1890) and Ettore Craveri (1816-1884). Italian meteorologists, 
collectors and naturalists who spent time in Mexico and California. Frederico was a professor at the 
National Museum of Mexico City and later at the University of Turin (see Olson 1996).  
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Ancient Murrelet  
Synthliboramphus antiquus [Gmelin]. 
[S.a. antiquus] Yellow Sea & Peter the Great Bay (Sea of Japan) N thru Sakhalin, Kuril Islands & 

Talan Island (N Sea of Okhotsk) to Kamchatka and E thru Aleutian Islands to S Alaska and S to 
Queen Charlotte Island.  

[S.a. microrhynchos] Medny Island (Commander Islands). 
1st WP Record: 27th May 1990. Jenny's Cove, Lundy Island, Devon, England. Keith Mortimer & 
Richard Campey. Remained until 27th June (Waldon 1994). 
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Japanese Murrelet  
Synthliboramphus wumizusume [Temminck]. 
Coasts and islands off E & S Japan & South Korea. Winters mostly off breeding grounds.  
Other name: Crested Murrelet.   
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Cassin’s Auklet  
Ptychoramphus aleuticus [Pallas]. 
[P.a. aleuticus] Aleutian Islands to SW & SE Alaska and S to N Baja California. Winters mostly off 

breeding grounds. 
[P.a. australis] San Benito Island S to Asuncion and San Roque Island (W Baja California). 
John Cassin (1813-1869), American ornithologist who is generally considered to be one of the 
leading 19th century taxonomists and giants of American ornithology. 
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Parakeet Auklet  
Aethia psittacula [Pallas]. 
Chukotskiy peninsula S to Commander Islands, Kamchatka, Matykyl Island (Sea of Okhotsk) & Kuril 
Islands and Diomede Island & Norton Sound (W Alaska) S to Aleutian Islands and E to N Gulf of 
Alaska. Winters Bering Sea S to N Japan and casually to S California mostly near breeding grounds. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al. 1996 as Cyclorrhynchus psittacula. 
1st WP Record: December 1860. Lake Vättern, Jönköping, Småland, Sweden. Collected (BWP 4). 
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Least Auklet  
Aethia pusilla [Pallas]. 
Chukotskiy peninsula S to Yamskie Islands (Sea of Okhotsk) & C Kuril Islands and Diomede Island & 
Cape Lisburne (W Alaska) S to Aleutian Islands and E to NW Gulf of Alaska. Winters at sea and 
along coasts in Bering Sea usually near breeding grounds from N limits of open water S to Gulf of 
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Aethia pygmaea [Gmelin]. 
Yamskie Islands, Penzhin Gulf & St. Jonas Island (NE Sea of Okhotsk) & Commander Islands S to at 
least C Kuril Islands and thru Aleutian Islands E to Krenitzen Island & Four Mountains Island. Winters 
mostly near breeding grounds and further S. 
Other name: Pygmy Auklet.  
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Crested Auklet  
Aethia cristatella [Pallas]. 
Chukotskiy peninsula S thru Diomede Island to N Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin & Kuril Islands and W 
Alaska S thru St Lawrence Island, St Matthew Island & Pribilofs to Aleutians E to Shumagin Island. 
Winters at sea and along coasts in Bering Sea usually close to breeding grounds and further S. 
1st WP Record: [adult] August 1912. 45' NE of Langanes, Iceland. O.A. Christiansen. Collected 
sometime between 12th and 20th August (Hørring 1933). 
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Rhinoceros Auklet  
Cerorhinca monocerata [Pallas]. 
Akademii Gulf, S Sakhalin & S Kuril Island S to Japan & extreme NE Korea and C Aleutian Islands, S 
& SE Alaska S to British Columbia, W Washington & N California. Winters mostly offshore and along 
coasts in Asia near breeding areas and in North America mainly from S British Columbia S to Baja 
California. 
Other name: Rhinoceros Puffin.  
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Puffin  
Fratercula arctica [Linnaeus]. 
Canada, NE USA, Greenland, Iceland & NW Europe to Novaya Zemlya (NW Russia). Winters at sea. 
Previously treated as polytypic with forms arctica, grabae and naumanni.   
Other name: Atlantic Puffin. 
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Horned Puffin  
Fratercula corniculata [J.F. Naumann]. 
Wrangel Island, Heard Island & Chukotskiy peninsula S thru Kamchatka & Commander Islands to 
Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin & N Kuril Islands and W Alaska S thru Bering Sea to Aleutian Islands and E 
thru Gulf of Alaska S to Queen Charlotte Island (British Columbia). Winters offshore and along sea 
coasts mostly near breeding grounds and casually S to C Japan and S British Columbia, N 
Washington & rare to Oregon & California. 
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