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Introduction 
This is the final version of the Acrocephalus warblers list, no further updates will be made. Grateful 
thanks to Ross Ahmed (www.e3ecology.co.uk/site/staff/ross-ahmed) and Tom Shevlin 
(www.irishbirds.ie) for the cover images and all those who responded with constructive feedback. All 
images © the photographers.  
Please note that this and other Reference Lists I have compiled are not exhaustive and are best 
employed in conjunction with other sources. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2019. IOC World Bird List. Available from: https://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 9.1 accessed January 2019]).  
   
Final Version  
Version 1.13 (March 2019). 
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Main image: Paddyfield Warbler. Small Aksuat, Naurzum Nature Reserve, Qostanay Province, 
Kazakhstan. 29th July 2010. Picture by Ross Ahmed. 
Vignette: Sedge Warbler. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 7th May 2006. Picture by Tom 
Shevlin. 
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Cape Verde Warbler 
Acrocephalus brevipennis [Keulemans]. 
São Tiago & Fogo, possibly São Nicolau and formerly Brava (Cape Verde Islands).  
Other names: Cane Warbler, Cape Verde Cane-warbler, Dohrn’s Warbler. 
Heinrich Wolfgang Ludwig Dohrn (1838-1913), German zoologist, entomologist and malacologist 
who collected in São Tomé and Príncipe in 1865. 
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International 6(2): 181-196. 
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African Swamp Warblers 
 

Greater Swamp Warbler 
Acrocephalus rufescens [Sharpe & Bouvier]. 
[A.r. rufescens] Ghana, S Togo, S Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Bioko Island (aka Fernandóo Po), N 

Central African Republic & NW DR Congo. 
[A.r. senegalensis] Senegal & Gambia. 
[A.r. chadensis] Lake Chad and its environs. 
[A.r. ansorgei] NW Angola & S Sudan S to Uganda, Rwanda & adjacent E DR Congo, W Kenya, 

Zambia, NE Namibia, extreme N Botswana & W Zimbabwe. 
Other names: Rufous Swamp Warbler, Rufous Cane-warbler, Long-clawed Papyrus-warbler. 
Prof. Dr. William John Ansorge (1850-1913), British physician, zoologist and explorer who spent 
time in tropical Africa. 
 

Lesser Swamp Warbler 
Acrocephalus gracilirostris [Hartlaub]. 
[A.g. gracilirostris] SE Zimbabwe & S Mozambique S to S Namibia & South Africa. 
[A.g. cunenensis] SW Angola & N Namibia E to N Botswana, SW Zambia & W Zimbabwe. 
[A.g. winterbottomi] E Angola E to N & NW Zambia and SW Tanzania. 
[A.g. leptorhynchus] Tanzania & S Zaire and Angola to Mozambique. 
[A.g. parvus] SW Ethiopia S to Kenya, N Tanzania, Rwanda & Burundi. 
[A.g. jacksoni] W Kenya, Uganda & S Sudan. 
[A.g. tsanae] NW Ethiopia. 
[A.g. neglectus] W Chad. 
Other names: Swamp Warbler, Lesser Swamp Reed-warbler, African Swamp-warbler, Cape Reed 
Warbler. 
Sir Frederick John Jackson (1860–1929), British administrator and naturalist who was one time Lt.-
Governor of the East Africa Protectorate and Governor of Uganda. 
 
Aidley, D.J. & Wilkinson, R. 1987. The annual cycle of six Acrocephalus warblers in a Nigerian reed-

bed. Bird Study 34: 226-234. 
Bowden, C.G. 2001. The birds of Mount Kupe, southwest Cameroon. Malimbus 23: 13-44 (32). 
Clancey, P.A. 1962. A revision of the southern races of the Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus 

gracilirostris (Hartlaub) of Africa. Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 13(1-3): 128-138. 
Colston, P.R. & Morel, G.J. 1985. A new subspecies of the Rufous Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus 

rufescens from Senegal. Malimbus 7: 61-62. 
Dowsett-Lemaire, F. 1994. The song of the Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis and its 

African relatives. Ibis 136: 489-491. 
Dowsett, R.J. & Moore, A. 1997. Swamp warblers Acrocephalus gracilirostris and Acrocephalus 

rufescens at Lake Chad, Nigeria. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 117: 48-51. 
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Hanmer, D.B. 1988. Moult in the Cape Reed and African Marsh Warblers Acrocephalus gracilirostris 
and A. baeticatus. Proceedings of the Sixth Pan-African Ornithological Congress pp. 331-337. 

Komen, J. 1990. Distribution of Greater Swamp Warblers in southern Africa. Lanioturdus 25: 55-56. 
Maclean, I.M.D. et al. 2003. Effects of habitat degradation on avian guilds in East African papyrus 

Cyperus papyrus swamps. Bird Conservation International 13(4): 283-297. 
Raijmakers, J.M.H. & Raijmakers, J.H.F.A. 2002. Biometrics and moult of the Cape Reed Warbler 

Acrocephalus gracilirostris in southern Gauteng and northern Free State, South Africa. Afring 
News 31(1-2): 32-36. 

Randall, R.D. 1995. Greater Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens on the Chobe River. Babbler 
29: 33. 

Strandberg, R. & Olofsson, P. 2007. Short notes: Bird observations in Mali. Malimbus 29: 123-125. 
 
Madagascar Swamp Warbler 
Acrocephalus newtoni [Hartlaub]. 
Madagascar. 
Other names: Madagascan Swamp Warbler, Madagascar Warbler. 
Sir Edward Newton (1832-1897), British diplomat who collected in Madagascar and the Seychelles. 
 
Gardner, C.J. et al. 2012. Birds of Ambondrolava mangrove complex, southwest Madagascar. Check 

List 8(1): 1-7 (4). 
Goodman, S.M. et al. 2000. Patterns of morphological and molecular variation in Acrocephalus 

newtoni on Madagascar. Ostrich 71(3-4): 367-370. 
Woog, F. 2008. Madagascar Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus newtoni far from a swamp. Bulletin of the 

African Bird Club 15(1): 85-87. 
 
Seychelles Warbler 
Acrocephalus sechellensis [Oustalet]. 
Cousin Island, Aride (where translocated in 1988), Cousine Island (where translocated in 1990), 
Denis Island (where translocated in 2004), Fregate Island (where translocated in 2011) (Seychelles, 
W Indian Ocean). 
Other name: Seychelles Brush-Warbler, Seychelles Swamp-warbler. 
 
Anon. 1988. A new home for the Seychelles Brush Warbler. World Birdwatch 10(3-4): 4. 
Bristol, R. 2005. Conservation introductions of Seychelles Fody and Warbler to Denis Island, 

Seychelles. Re-introduction News 24: 35-36. 
Brouwer, L. et al. 2007. Heterozygosity-fitness correlations in a bottlenecked island species: a case 

study on the Seychelles warbler. Molecular Ecology 16(15): 3134-3144. 
Dowling, D.K. et al. 2001. No effects of a feather mite on body condition, survivorship, or grooming 

behavior in the Seychelles warbler, Acrocephalus sechellensis. Behavioral Ecology and 
Sociobiology 50(3): 257-262. 

Dowsett-Lemaire, F. 1994. The song of the Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis and its 
African relatives. Ibis 136: 489-491. 

Eikenaar, C. et al. 2008. Sex biased natal dispersal in a closed, saturated population of Seychelles 
warblers Acrocephalus sechellensis. Journal of Avian Biology 39: 73-80. 

Fraser, M. 2004. Avian revelations: The battle to preserve island wildlife. Birdwatch 143: 10-12. 
Hansson, B. & Richardson, D.S. 2005. Genetic variation in two endangered Acrocephalus species 

compared to a widespread congener: estimates based on functional and random loci. Animal 
Conservation 8: 83-90. 

Komdeur, J. & Daan, S. 2005. Breeding in the monsoon: semiannual reproduction in the Seychelles 
warbler (Acrocephalus sechellensis). Journal of Ornithology 146: 305-313. 

Komdeur, J. & Edelaar, P. 2001. Evidence that helping at the nest does not result in territory 
inheritance in the Seychelles warbler. Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological 
Sciences 268(1480): 2007-2012. 

Komdeur, J. & Pels, M. 2005. Rescue of the Seychelles warbler on Cousin Island, Seychelles: The 
role of habitat restoration. Biological Conservation 124: 15-26. 

Komdeur, J. 1992. Importance of habitat saturation and territory quality for evolution of cooperative 
breeding in the Seychelles warbler. Nature 358: 493-495. 

Komdeur, J. 1994. Conserving the Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis by translocation 
from Cousin Island to the islands of Aride and Cousine. Biological Conservation 67: 143-152. 
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Komdeur, J. 2001. Mate guarding in the Seychelles warbler is energetically costly and adjusted to 
paternity risk. Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 268(1481): 2103-
2111.  

Komdeur, J. 2003. Daughters on request: about helpers and egg sexes in the Seychelles warbler. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 270(1510): 3-11. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 1991. Conserving the Seychelles Warbler by translocation: a transfer from Cousin 
Island to Aride Island. Bird Conservation International 1(2): 177-185. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 1995. Transfer experiments of Seychelles warblers to new islands: changes in 
dispersal and helping behaviour. Animal Behaviour 49(3): 695-708. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 2002. Pre-ovulation control of hatchling sex ratio in the Seychelles warbler. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 269(1495): 1067-1072. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 2004. Experimental evidence that kin discrimination in the Seychelles warbler is 
based on association and not on genetic relatedness. Proceedings of the Royal Society London, 
Biological Sciences 271(1542): 963-969. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 2004. Why Seychelles warblers fail to recolonize nearby islands: unwilling or 
unable to fly there? Ibis 146: 298-302. 

Komdeur, J. et al. 2007. Explicit experimental evidence for the effectiveness of proximity as mate-
guarding behaviour in reducing extra-pair fertilization in the Seychelles warbler. Molecular Ecology 
16(17): 3679-3688. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2000. Fifty Seychelles Warbler (Acrocephalus sechellensis) microsatellite loci 
polymorphic in Sylviidae species and their cross-species amplification in other passerine birds. 
Molecular Ecology 9: 2226-2231. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2001. Parentage assignment and extra-group paternity in a cooperative 
breeder: the Seychelles warbler (Acrocephalus sechellensis). Molecular Ecology 10(9): 2263-
2273. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2002. Direct benefits and the evolution of female-biased cooperative breeding 
in Seychelles Warblers. Evolution 56(11): 2313-2321. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2003. Sex-specific associative learning cues and inclusive fitness benefits in 
the Seychelles warbler. Journal of Evolutionary Biology 16(5): 854-861.  

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2004. Inbreeding in the Seychelles warbler: environment-dependent maternal 
effects. Evolution 58(9): 2037-2048. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2005. MHC-based patterns of social and extra-pair mate choice in the 
Seychelles warbler. Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 272(1564): 
759-767. 

Richardson, D.S. et al. 2006. Translocation of the Seychelles warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis to 
establish a new population on Denis Island, Seychelles. Conservation Evidence 3: 54-57.  

van de Crommenacker, J. et al. 2011. Spatio-temporal variation in territory quality and oxidative 
status: a natural experiment in the Seychelles warbler (Acrocephalus sechellensis). Journal of 
Animal Ecology 80(3): 668-680. 

van de Crommenacker, J. et al. 2012. Parasitic infection and oxidative status are associated and 
vary with breeding activity in the Seychelles warbler. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: 
Biological Sciences 279(1733): 1466-1476. 

van Oers, K. et al. 2010. Reduced blood parasite prevalence with age in the Seychelles Warbler: 
selective mortality or suppression of infection? Journal of Ornithology 151: 69-77. 

Veen, T. et al. 2000. Experimental evidence for innate predator recognition in the Seychelles warbler. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society London, Biological Sciences 267(1459): 2253-2258. 

 
Rodrigues Warbler 
Acrocephalus rodericanus [A. Newton]. 
Rodrigues Island (Mascarene Islands, W Indian Ocean). 
Other names: Rodrigues Swamp-warbler, Rodrigues Brush Warbler. 
 
Adams, M.P. et al. 2003. Extinct and endangered (‘E&E’) birds: a proposed list for collection 

catalogues. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 123: 338-354. 
Cheke, A.S. Observations on the surviving endemic birds of Rodrigues, pp. 364-402. Found in: 

Diamond, A.W. (ed.). 1987. Studies in Mascarene island birds. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, U.K. 

Fox, D. 2003. Using Exotics as Temporary Habitat: An Accidental Experiemnt on Rodrigues Island. 
Conservation in Practice 4(1): 32-37. 

Gill, F.B. 1967. Birds of Rodriguez Island (Indian Ocean). Ibis 109(3): 383-390. 
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Showler, D. 2002. Encouraging news from Rodrigues. World Birdwatch 24(1): 20-21. 
Showler, D.A. 2002. Bird observations on the Indian Ocean island of Rodrigues, March-June 1999. 

Bulletin of the African Bird Club 9(1): 16-24. 
Showler, D.A. 2002. Short notes: Extension of breeding activity for Rodrigues Warbler Acrocephalus 

rodericanus. Bulletin of the African Bird Club 9(1): 64. 
Showler, D.A. et al. 2002. Population census and habitat use of Rodrigues Warbler Acrocephalus 

rodericanus. Bird Conservation International 12(3): 211-230. 
Steward, P. 2010. 2010 Rodrigues Warbler Acrocephalus rodericanus Census: Onwards and 

Upwards! MSc. dissertation. University of East Anglia, Norwich. 
 
Great Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus [Linnaeus]. 
[A.a. arundinaceus] NW Africa, continental Europe, Turkey & the Levant E to Caspian Sea & Volga 

basin. Winters Africa S of the Sahara. 
[A.a. zarudnyi] N Iraq & Iran and E from the Caspian Sea to Altai, NW Mongolia & W China. Winters 

Africa S of Sahara. 
 
Aidley, D.J. & Wilkinson, R. 1987. Moult of some Palearctic warblers in northern Nigeria. Bird Study 

34(3): 219-225 (221). 
Aidley, D.J. & Wilkinson, R. 1987. The annual cycle of six Acrocephalus warblers in a Nigerian reed-

bed. Bird Study 34(3): 226-234. 
Bártol, I. et al. 2003. Great Reed Warblers bury artificial objects, not only Cuckoo eggs. Acta 

Zoologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 49(2): 111-114.  
Beier, J. et al. 1996. Erster Nachweis eines Hybriden zwischen Teichrohrsänger Acrocephalus 

scirpaceus und Drosselrohrsänger A. arundinaceus [First record of a Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus and Great Reed Warbler A. arundinaceus hybrid]. Limicola 10(6): 304-310. 

Bensch, S. & Hasselquist, D. 1991. Territory infidelity in the polygynous great reed warbler 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus: the effect of variation in territory attractiveness. The Journal of Animal 
Ecology 60(3): 857-871. 

Bensch, S. et al. 1991. Rapid moult among palaearctic passerines in West Africa - an adaptation to 
the oncoming dry season? Ibis 133(1): 47-52. 

Bensch, S. et al. 1994. Genetic similarity between parents predicts hatching failure: nonincestuous 
inbreeding in the great reed warbler? Evolution 48(2): 317-326. 

Bensch, S. et al. 2000. Partial albinism in a semi-isolated population of Great Reed Warblers. 
Hereditas 133: 167-170. 

Bosschieter, L. et al. 2010. Modelling small-scale dispersal of the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus in a fragmented landscape. Ardea 98(3): 383-394. 

Catchpole, C. et al. 1985. Polygyny in the great reed warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus: a possible 
case of deception. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 16(3): 285-291. 

Catchpole, C. et al. 1986. Sexual differences in the responses of captive great reed warblers 
(Acrocephalus arundinaceus) to variation in song structure and repertoire size. Ethology 73(1): 69-
77. 

Catchpole, C.K. 1983. Variation in the song of the great reed warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus in 
relation to mate attraction and territorial defence. Animal Behaviour 31(4): 1217-1225. 

Catchpole, C.K. 1986. Song repertoires and reproductive success in the great reed warbler 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus. Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 19(6): 439-445. 

Clancey, P.A. 1975. Miscellaneous taxonomic notes on African birds XLII: The great reed warbler 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus (Linnaeus) in the South African sub-region. Durban Museum 
Novitates 10: 231-238. 

Cottridge, D. 1992. Waves of Spring Migrants. Birds Illustrated 1(2): 5-12. 
Dickson, W. & Scott, B. 1997. News and Comment: Just as you thought 'Acros' were getting easier. 

British Birds 90(6): 256. 
Drycz, A. & Halupka, L. 2009. The response of the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

to climate change. Journal of Ornithology 150: 39-44.  
Drycz, A. 1977. Polygamy and breeding success among Great Reed Warblers Acrocephalus 

arundinaceus at Milicz, Poland. Ibis 191(1): 73-77. 
Drycz, A. 1981. Breeding ecology of great reed warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus and reed warbler 

Acrocephalus scirpaceus at fish-ponds in SW Poland and lakes in NW Switzerland. Acta 
Ornithologica 18: 307-333. 
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Eds. 2012. Frontispage: Great Reed Warbler, Poland, May 2006 - picture by Stuart Elsom. Birding 
World 25(3): 89.  

Gutiérrez, R. 1998. Notes: Little Bittern's reaction to attack by Great Reed Warbler. British Birds 
91(6): 232. 

Graveland, J. 1998. Reed die-back, water level management and the decline of the Great Reed 
Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus in The Netherlands. Ardea 86: 187-201. 

Grim, T. 1999. The food of Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) nestlings. Sylvia 35: 
93-99. 

Hansson, B. & Richardson, D.S. 2005. Genetic variation in two endangered Acrocephalus species 
compared to a widespread congener: estimates based on functional and random loci. Animal 
Conservation 8: 83-90. 

Hansson, B. et al. 2000. Increase of genetic variation over time in a recently founded population of 
Great Reed Warblers (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) revealed by microsatellites and DNA 
fingerprinting. Molecular Ecology 9: 1529-1538. 

Hansson, B. et al. 2002: Restricted dispersal in a long-distance migrant bird with patchy distribution, 
the great reed warbler. Oecologia 130: 536-542. 

Hasselquist, D. et al. 1995. Low frequency of extrapair paternity in the polygynous great reed 
warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus. Behavioral Ecology 6(1): 27-38. 

Hasselquist, D. et al. 1996. Correlation between male song repertoire, extra-pair paternity and 
offspring survival in the great reed warbler. Nature 381: 229-232. 

Hedenstrom, A. et al. 1993. Migration, stopover and moult of the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus in Ghana, West Africa. Ibis 135(2): 177-180. 

Heunks, E. 1999. Leucistische Grote Karekiet bij Tienhoven in juni 1998 [Leucistic Great Warbler 
near Tienhoven in June 1998]. Dutch Birding 21(2): 100. 

Hoi, H. et al. 1991. Territorial spacing and interspecific competition in three species of reed warblers. 
Oecologia 87(3): 443-448. 

Holmbring, J-A. 1973. The Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus in Sweden in 1971 and 
a review of its earlier status. Vår Fågelvärld 32: 23-31. 

Honza, M. et al. 1999. Great reed warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus has an effect on the 
reproductive tactics of reed warbler A. scirpaceus. Ibis 141: 489-493. 

Jackson, W.T. & Stone, D.A. 1983. Notes: Great Reed Warbler attacking Reed Warblers. British 
Birds 76(10): 456. 

Kainady, P.V.G. 1976. First positive breeding record of Acrocephalus arundinaceus Eurasian Great 
Reed Warbler for Iraq. Bulletin of Basrah Natural History Museum 3: 101-105. 

King, J.R. 1994. Initiation of remige moult by first-year Great Reed Warblers Acrocephalus a. 
arundinaceus in Europe. Ringing & Migration 15: 123-126. 

Kralj, J. et al. 2007. Migration of Central and East European Acrocephalus Warblers at the Eastern 
Adriatic Coast: An Analysis of Recoveries. The Ring 29(1-2): 121-131. 

Lansdown, P. 1992. Mystery Photographs: Great Reed Warbler. British Birds 85(5): 249-250. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Magnani, A. & Serra, L. 1996. Great Reed Warblers Acrocephalus arundinaceus arundinaceus 

performing complete remex moult before post-breeding migration. Avocetta 20(2): 153-154. 
Maragna, P. & Pesente, M. 1997. Complete moult confirmed in a Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 

arundinaceus population breeding in northern Italy. Ringing & Migration 18: 57-58. 
Martins, R.P. et al. 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 

survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (62). 
Moskát, C. & Baldi, A. 1999. The importance of edge effects in line transect censuses applied in 

marshland habitats. Ornis Fennica 76: 33-40. 
Méró, T.O. & Žuljević, A. 2014. Effect of reed quality on the breeding success of the Great Reed 

Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus (Passeriformes, Sylviidae). Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 66(4): 
511-516. 

Méró, T.O. & Žuljević, A. 2015. The Age of the Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus (L.) 
(Sylviidae), Cannot be Determined after the Complete Moult. Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 67(3): 405-
408. 

Méró, T.O. et al. 2014. Effect of reed burning and precipitation on the breeding success of Great 
Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus, on a mining pond. Turkish Journal of Zoology 38(5): 
622-630. 

Palfery, J. 1989. Notes: Great Reed Warblers feeding from spiders' webs. British Birds 82(8): 373. 
Pearson, D.J. 1975. The timing of complete moult in the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 

arundinaceus. Ibis 117(4): 506-509. 



 

12  

Požgayová, M. et al. 2013. Is shared male assistance with antiparasitic nest defence costly in the 
polygynous great reed warbler? Animal Behaviour 85(3): 615-621. 

Prokešová, J. & Kocian, L. 2004. Habitat selection of two Acrocephalus warblers breeding in reed 
beds near Malacky (Western Slovakia). Biologia Bratislava 59: 637-644. 

Reynolds, R.A.W. 1952. Notes: Great Reed-Warbler in Sussex. British Birds 45(6): 220-221. 
Riddiford, N. & Potts, P. 1993. Exceptional claw-wear of Great Reed Warbler. British Birds 86: 572. 
Rooke, S. 2002. Monthly Marathon Solution: Great Reed Warbler. British Birds 95(12): 666-667. 
Shirihai, H. et al. 1995. Identification and taxonomy of large Acrocephalus warblers. Dutch Birding 

17(5): 229-239. 
Trnka, A. et al. 2009. Interacting effects of vegetation structure and breeding patterns on the survival 

of Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus nests. Ardea 97(1): 109-116. 
Urano, E. 1990. Factors affecting the cost of polygynous breeding for female Great Reed Warblers 

Acrocephalus arundinaceus. Ibis 132: 584-594. 
van Turnhout, C.A.M. et al. 2010. Long-term population developments in typical marshland birds in 

The Netherlands. Ardea 98(3): 283-299. 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Williams, E. 1997. Unusual records of Palaearctic warblers Sylviidae in Ivory Coast. Malimbus 19: 

33-34. 
Yohannes, E. et al. 2011. Stable isotope ratios in winter-grown feathers of Great Reed Warblers 

Acrocephalus arundinaceus, Clamorous Reed Warblers A. stentoreus and their hybrids in a 
sympatric breeding population in Kazakhstan. Ibis 153(3): 502-508. 

 
Oriental Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus orientalis [Temminck & Schlegel]. 
C Mongolia & SE Russia S to N & E China, Korea, Sakhalin Island & Japan. Winters mainly SE Asia 
to Greater Sundas, Philippines & Wallacea. 
Other name: Eastern Great Reed Warbler. 
1st WP Record: 28th February 1988. Eilat, Israel. Remained until 13th April (Shirihai, H. 1996. The 
Birds of Israel. Academic Press).  
 
Carter, C. 1998. Identification of large Acrocephalus warblers at Candaba Swamp, Luzon, 

Philippines. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 27: 52-53. 
Choi, Y.S. et al. 2010. Relationships of settlement date and body size with reproductive success in 

male oriental great reed warbler Acrocephalus orientalis. Zoological Studies 49(3): 398-404. 
Dyrcz, A. & Nagata, H. 2002. Breeding ecology of the Eastern Great Reed Warbler at Lake 

Kasumigaura, central Japan. Bird Study 49: 166-171. 
Ezaki, Y. 1984. Notes on the Moult of the Eastern Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

orientalis in the Breeding Grounds. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 16: 88-91.  
Harrap, S. 2003. Potential eastern vagrants: a photo gallery. Birding World 16(8): 342-346 (plate 9, p. 

346). 
King, J.R. 1996. Moult of Oriental Great Reed Warbler. Dutch Birding 18(2): 82. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Melville, D.S. 1988. Does the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus orientalis breed in 

Hong Kong? Hong Kong Bird Report 1987 pp. 76-84. 
Nisbet, I.C.T. & Lord Medway 1972. Dispersion, population ecology and migration of Eastern Great 

Reed Warblers Acrocephalus orientalis wintering in Malaysia. Ibis 114(4): 451-494. 
Round, P.D. et al. 2014. Ringing and ornithological exploration in north-east Bangladesh wetlands. 

Forktail 30: 109-121 (114). 
Saitou, T. 1976. Breeding biology of the Eastern Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

orientalis. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 8(2): 135-156. 
Shirihai, H. et al. 1995. Identification and taxonomy of large Acrocephalus warblers. Dutch Birding 

17(5): 229-239. 
Thompson, P.M. et al. 2014. Notable bird records from Bangladesh from July 2002 to July 2013. 

Forktail 30: 50-65 (59). 
Wiles, G.J. et al. 2000. Noteworthy Bird Records for Micronesia, with a Summary of Raptor Sightings 

in the Mariana Islands, 1988-1999. Micronesica 32(2): 257-284 (278). 
Xiong, L-H. 2013. Exploitation of reedbeds by specialist passerines: Reed Parrotbill and Oriental 

Reed Warbler. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 125(1): 165-173. 
Yu, Y-t. 2002. Oriental Reed Warblers at Mai Po Marshes Nature Reserve, Hong Kong, during 

autumn 1997. Hong Kong Bird Report 1998 pp. 120-127. 
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Clamorous Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus stentoreus [Hemprich & Ehrenberg]. 
[A.s. stentoreus] Egypt. 
[A.s. levantinus] Sinai, the Levant & NW Arabia. 
[A.s. brunnescens] NE Sudan, NW Somalia, Arabian peninsula and SC Kazakhstan S to S Iraq & Iran 

and E to N Indian subcontinent. Winters peninsular India. 
[A.s. meridionalis] S India & Sri Lanka. 
[A.s. amyae] NE India E to N Myanmar & S China.  
[A.s. siebersi] W Java. 
[A.s. harterti] Philippines. 
[A.s. lentecaptus] Borneo, C & E Java and Lombok & Sumbawa (W Lesser Sundas). 
[A.s. celebensis] S Sulawesi. 
Other names: Indian Great Reed Warbler (brunnescens), Sri Lanka Great Reed Warbler 
(meridionalis), Assam Great Reed Warbler (amyae), Heinroth's Reed Warbler (celebensis). 
Indian Great Reed Warbler (brunnescens) is possibly better treated as a full species. 
Oskar August Heinroth (1871-1945), German doctor & zoologist who was one of the founders of 
Ethology, the study of animal behaviour. 
 
Carter, C. 1998. Identification of large Acrocephalus warblers at Candaba Swamp, Luzon, 

Philippines. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 27: 52-53. 
Castell, P. 1999. Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus apparently predating nest of 

Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata in the United Arab Emirates. Sandgrouse 21(2): 177. 
Cleere, N. et al. 2000. Results from a late autumn ringing project in Kuwait 1995. Ringing & Migration 

20: 186-190 (187). 
Crumbie, M. 1986. Observations to clarify the status of the reef heron (Egretta gularis), little green 

heron (Butorides striatus) and clamorous reed warbler (Acrocephalus stentoreus) in Abu Dhabi 
Island, 1985, with additional notes. Emirates Natural History Group Bulletin 28: 10-28. 

Desfayes, M. & Praz, J.C. 1978. Notes on habitat and distribution of montane birds in southern Iran. 
Bonner Zoologische Beiträge 29(1-3): 18-37 (34). 

Gadagkar, V. et al. 1995. Bluethroated Flycatcher, Indian Great Reed Warbler, Common Rosefinch 
and Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker - four new species in the Indian Institute of Science 
campus, Bangalore. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 35(4): 69-70. 

Gantlett, S. 1993. Photo-forum: Clamorous Reed Warbler. Birding World 6(6): 250-251. 
George, P.V. 1961. On the Indian Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus stentoreus (Hemprich & 

Ehrenberg) breeding in Kerala. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 58(3): 797-798. 
Gunawardane, W.T.T.P. 1965. A new addition to the avifauna of Ceylon. Spolia Zeylanica 30(2): 

247-249. 
Hering, J. et al. 2013. Aberrant Clamorous Reed Warbler at Nile Delta, Egypt, in April 2012. Dutch 

Birding 35(3): 190-193. 
Hering, J. et al. 2014. Clamorous Reed Warblers breeding in Nile valley, Sudan, in April 2013. Dutch 

Birding 36(4): 252-255. 
Jennings, M.C. 2007. Sykes and Clamorous Reed Warblers at Khor Kalba. Phoenix 23: 4. 
Kasambe, R. 2014. First breeding record of Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus from 

Nagpur, Vidarbha, Maharashtra. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 54(3): 30-32. 
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Australian Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus australis [Gould]. 
[A.a. australis] E & SE Australia and Tasmania. 
[A.a. gouldi] W  Australia. 
[A.a. sumbae] Buru (S Moluccas) and Sumba & Timor (C & E Lesser Sundas) to New Guinea, 
Bismarck Archipelago & Solomon Islands. 
The proposed form carterae in included with gouldi. 
A.a. sumbae previously considered a race of Clamorous Reed Warbler. 
Other name: Long-billed Reed Warbler. 
 
Berg, M. 1998. Offspring sex and parental care in the clamorous reed warbler. Honours dissertation, 

University of Melbourne. 
Berg, M.L. et al. 2005. Singing as a handicap: the effects of food availability and weather on song 

output in the Australian reed warbler Acrocephalus australis. Journal of Avian Biology 36(2): 102-
109. 

Berg, M.L. et al. 2006. The functional significance of multiple nest-building in the Australian Reed 
Warbler Acrocephalus australis. Ibis 148(3): 395-404. 

Courtney Haines, L.M. 1974. The Australian Reed-warbler, Acrocephalus australis (Gould 
1838). Bulletin of the Jourdain Society 8(4): 82-93. 

Eikenaar, C. et al. 2003. Experimental evidence for the influence of food availability on incubation 
attendance and hatching asynchrony in the Australian reed warbler Acrocephalus australis. 
Journal of Avian Biology 34(4): 419-427. 

Gynther, I.C. 1994. Clamorous Reed-Warblers feeding in the canopy of eucalypts. Sunbird: Journal 
of the Queensland Ornithological Society 24(3) 61-65. 

Halse, S.A. & Jaensch, R.P. 1989. Breeding Seasons of Waterbirds in South-western Australia - the 
Importance of Rainfall. Emu 89(4): 232-249. 

Lenz, M. 1989. Occupancy of land-based territories by Clamorous Reed-Warblers in Canberra during 
a drought year. Corella 13: 91-92. 

Lenz, M. 1989. Regular double-brooding by Clamorous Reed-Warblers Acrocephalus stentoreus in 
the Canberra region. Australian Bird Watcher 13: 73-77. 

Mayr, E. 1948. Geographic variation in the Reed-Warbler. Emu 47(3): 205-210. 
McKean, J.L. 1983. Some notes on the occurrence of the Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 

arundinaceus in the Northern Territory. Northern Territory Naturalist 6: 3-8. 
Welbergen, J. et al. 2001. Egg discrimination in the Australian reed warbler (Acrocephalus australis): 

rejection response toward model and conspecific eggs depending on timing and mode of artificial 
parasitism. Behavioral Ecology 12(1): 8-15.  

Wooller, S.J. & Wooller, R.D. 1997. Overwintering by Clamorous Reed-Warblers, Acrocephalus 
stentoreus, in Perth, Western Australia. Emu 97(4): 332-334. 



 

15  

Millerbird 
Acrocephalus familiaris [Rothschild]. 
[A.f. familiaris] Formerly Laysan Island, Hawaii. Considered extinct by at least 1923 and probably 

earlier following the introduction of the European Rabbit to the island in 1903, which had the effect of 
stripping the island of vegetation.  

[A.f. kingi] Nihoa and introduced to Laysan Island (NW Hawaiian Islands). Note: the total area of 
Nihoa is 171 acres, of which only about 100 acres is vegetated, the remainder is bare rock.  

Other names: Hawaiian Reed-warbler, Laysan Millerbird (familiaris), Nihoa Warbler (kingi), Ululu 
(Hawaiian name). 
In September 2011, 24 Millerbirds of the race kingi were translocated from Nihoa to Laysan and 21 
are known to have survived the winter. By March 2012 at least one pair were successfully brooding a 
chick. In August 2012, a further 26 Millerbirds were translocated to Laysan Island. By June 2013 the 
population on Laysan Island had doubled to over 100 birds.  
The name Millerbird is derived from their favourite food, i.e. moths of the genus Agrotis known in the 
vernacular as 'Millers' or ‘Miller moths’. 
Capt. James King (1750-1784), Royal Navy officer who served as second lieutenant on HMS 
Resolution under Capt. James Cook on his final expedition in the Pacific. Following the death of Cook 
he undertook the task of completing the account of the final part of the voyage.  
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Mariana Island Reed Warblers 
 

Nightingale Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus luscinius [Quoy & Gaimard]. 
Formerly Guam (Northern Mariana Islands, W Pacific). Last seen in 1969 and none found during 
searches in the 1970s and 1980s. Progressive drainage of their preferred wetland habitat and the 
adverse effects of the introduced Brown Snake contributed to their demise. 
 

Saipan Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus hiwae [Yamashina]. 
Alamagan Island & Saipan (Northern Mariana Islands, W Pacific). 
Minori Hiwa, assistant to the Japanese ornithologist Marquis Yoshimaro Yamashina. 
 

Aguiguan Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus nijoi [Yamashina]. 
Formerly Aguiguan Island (aka Agiguan), (Northern Mariana Islands, W Pacific). By the 1980s the 
population was reduced to about 15 birds (Reichel et al. 1992) and only 2 birds were observed in 
1992. Later surveys carried out in 2000 and 2002 did not find any and their extinction was most likely 
caused by destruction of suitable habitat. 
 

Pagan Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus yamashinae [Taka-Tsukasa]. 
Formerly Pagan Island (Northern Mariana Islands, W Pacific). Last observed during the 1960s and 
presumed extinct by about 1970. Most likely the causes of extinction included the destruction of their 
wetlands and the grazing of cattle.  
Other name: Takatsukasa's Reed Warbler. 
Marquis Yoshimaro Yamashina (1900-1989), Japanese ornithologist and founder of the Yamashina 
Institute for Ornithology now located at Abiko, Chiba, Japan. 
 

The form astrolabii sometimes treated as an extinct race of Nightingale Reed Warbler is here treated 
as a full species, Mangareva Reed Warbler.    
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Reichel, J.D. et al. 1992. Island extinctions: the case of the endangered Nightingale Reed-Warbler. 
The Wilson Bulletin 104(1): 44-54. 

Sachtleben, T. 2005. Predation and nest success of forest birds in native and non-native habitat on 
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Mangareva Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus astrolabii [Holyoak & Thibault]. 
Formerly Mangareva, Gambier Islands (SE French Polynesia, C Pacific). Probably becoming extinct 
in the second half of the 19th century. 
Known from two specimens only, both now held at the Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris, 
that were probably collected during 1838 by a French expedition to the Pacific under the overall 
command of Capt. J.S.C. Dumont d'Urville on the ships 'Astrolabe' and 'Zéléé'. It was previously 
considered to be an extinct race of Nightingale Reed Warbler, but here treated as a full species after 
Cibois et al. 2011.  
 
Cibois, A. et al. 2011. Molecular and morphological analysis of Pacific reed warbler specimens of 

dubious origin, including Acrocephalus luscinius astrolabii. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' 
Club 131(1): 32-40. 
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Thibault, J-C. & Cibois, A. 2012. From Early Polynesian Settlements to the Present: Bird Extinctions 
in the Gambier Islands. Pacific Science 66(3): 271-281. 

 
Nauru Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus rehsei [Finsch]. 
Nauru (Melanesia, W Pacific). 
Other names: Finsch's Reed Warbler, Pleasant Warbler, Nauru Canary. 
Friedrich Hermann Otto Finsch (1839-1917), German ethnographer, naturalist & traveller. In 
addition to the warbler, a couple of species of parrot, a monitor lizard, a crater on the Moon and the 
town of Finschhafen in Morobe Province, northeast Papua New Guinea are all named after him. 
Ernst Rehse (fl. 1880), German ornithologist who collected in the Pacific. 
 
Buden, D.W. 2008. The birds of Nauru. Notornis 55(1): 8-19. 
Eds. 2004. News digest: Stamp of approval. Birdwatch 139: 19. 
Finsch, O. 1883. On a new Reed-Warbler from the island of Nawodo, or Pleasant Island, in the 

Western Pacific. Ibis 5(1): 142-144. 
Pearson, A.J. 1962. Field notes on the birds of Ocean Island and Nauru during 1961. Ibis 104(3): 

421-424. 
Spennemann, D.H.R. 2006. Extinctions and extirpations in Marshall Islands avifauna since European 

contact–a review of historic evidence. Micronesica 38(2): 253-266 (258). 
 
Caroline Islands Warbler 
Acrocephalus syrinx [Kittlitz]. 
Woleai, Lamotrek, Truk, Pohnpei, Nukuoro & Kosrae (Caroline Islands, W Pacific). 
Other names: Carolinian Reed Warbler. 
 
Spennemann, D.H.R. 2006. Extinctions and extirpations in Marshall Islands avifauna since European 

contact–a review of historic evidence. Micronesica 38(2): 253-266 (258). 
Wegmann, A. et al. 2007. Pohnpei rat eradication research and demonstration project:  Pohnpei,  

Federated  States  of  Micronesia  -  16  January  to  7 March 2007. Island Conservation, Santa 
Cruz, USA. 

 
Bokikokiko 
Acrocephalus aequinoctialis [Latham]. 
[A.a. aequinoctialis] Kiritimati (North Line Islands, Kiribati, C Pacific). 
[A.a. pistor] Teraina & formerly Tabuaeran (North Line Islands, Kiribati, C Pacific). Presumed extinct 

on Tabuaeran. 
Other names: Kiritimati Reed Warbler, Polynesian Reed Warbler, Christmas Island Warbler, Line 
Islands Reed Warbler, Equinoctial Warbler, Kokikokiko. 
 
Cibois, A. et al. 2008. Systematics of the extinct reed warblers Acrocephalus of the Society Islands of 

eastern Polynesia. Ibis 150(2): 365-376. 
Clapp, R.B. & King, W.B. 1975. Status of the kokikokiko Acrocephalus aequinoctialis. Bulletin of the 

British Ornithologists' Club 95(1): 2-3. 
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Milder, S.L. & Schreiber, R.W. 1989. The vocalizations of the Christmas Island Warbler 
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Pierce, R. et al. 2007. Surveys and capacity building in Kiritimati (Christmas Island, Kiribati), June 
2007, to assist in restoration of populations of Bokikokiko and seabirds. A Report for the Wildlife 
Conservation Unit, Kiritimati, Republic of Kiritibati, funded by Invasive Species Specialist Group 
(IUCN, Auckland, New Zealand), Secretariat for the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(Apia, Samoa), and the British High Commission (Suva, Fiji). 

Schreiber, R.W. 1979. The egg and nest of the Bokikokiko Acrocephalus equinoctialis. Bulletin of the 
British Ornithologists' Club 99(4): 120-124. 

 
Northern Marquesan Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus percernis [Wetmore]. 
[A.p. percernis] Nuku Hiva (C Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[A.p. postremus] Hatutaa (N Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[A.p. aquilonis] Eiao (NW Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific).   
[A.p. idae] Ua Huka (C Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
 
Cibois, A. et al. 2007. Uniform phenotype conceals double colonization by reed-warblers of a remote 

Pacific archipelago. Journal of Biogeography 34(7): 1150-1166. 
Cibois, A. et al. 2008. Systematics of the extinct reed warblers Acrocephalus of the Society Islands of 

eastern Polynesia. Ibis 150(2): 365-376. 
Thibault, J-C. et al. 2013. Breeding birds of Hatuta ‘a, Marquesas Islands: species inventory and 

influence of drought on their abundance. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 133(3): 168-177. 
van de Vliet, R.E. & Ghestemme, T. 2013. Endemic landbirds of French Polynesia. Dutch Birding 

35(4): 229-242 (236 & 238). 
 
Tahiti Group Reed Warblers 
 

Tahiti Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus caffer [Sparrman]. 
Tahiti (Windward group of Society Islands, S French Polynesia, SC Pacific). 
Other names: Long-billed Reed Warbler, Tahitian Warbler, Komako, Polynesian Warbler. 
 

Mo'orea Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus longirostris [Gmelin]  
Formerly Moorea (Windward group of Society Islands, S French Polynesia, SC Pacific). Probably 
became extinct in the 19th century. 
Other name: Moorea Warbler. 
 

Leeward Islands Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus musae [Forster] 
[A.m. musae] Formerly Raiatea (Leeward group of Society Islands, S French Polynesia, SC Pacific). 
Probably became extinct in the 19th century. 
[A.m. garretti] Formerly Huahine (Leeward group of Society Islands, S French Polynesia, SC Pacific). 
Probably became extinct in the 19th century. 
Other names: Raiatea Polynesian Warbler (musae), Huahine Polynesian Warbler (garretti), Garrett's 
Reed Warbler (garretti). 
The forms caffer, longirostris, musae and garretti are usually treated as races of Tahiti Reed Warbler 
A. caffer, but here treated as full species after Cibois et al. 2008. Tahiti Reed Warbler occurs in two 
colour morphs, yellow and chocolate brown. 
Andrew Garrett (1823-1887), American explorer and naturalist who spent years in the South Seas. 
 
Adams, M.P. et al. 2003. Extinct and endangered (‘E&E’) birds: a proposed list for collection 

catalogues. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 123: 338-354. 
Cibois, A. et al. 2008. Systematics of the extinct reed warblers Acrocephalus of the Society Islands of 

eastern Polynesia. Ibis 150(2): 365-376.  
Cibois, A. et al. 2012. The molecular basis of the plumage colour polymorphism in the Tahiti reed-

warbler Acrocephalus caffer. Journal of Avian Biology 43(1): 3-8. 
Evans, K. 2004. Home and away: Tahiti. Birding World 17(7): 304. 
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Hering, J. 2011. Schicksal einer Inselart: Der Tahitirohrsänger – ein kleiner 'Bambuspapagei' [Fate of 
an island species: the Tahiti Reed Warbler - a small 'Bamboo parrot']. DerFalke 58(3): 92-95.  

van de Vliet, R.E. & Ghestemme, T. 2013. Endemic landbirds of French Polynesia. Dutch Birding 
35(4): 229-242 (236-237). 

 
Southern Marquesan Reed Warbler  
Acrocephalus mendanae [Tristram]. 
[A.m. mendanae] Hiva Oa & Tahuata (SC Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[A.m. dido] Ua Pou (C Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[A.m. consobrina] Moho Tani (S Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[A.m. fatuhivae] Fatu Hiva (S Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
Previously treated as conspecific with Northern Marquesan Reed Warbler. 
 
Cibois, A. et al. 2007. Uniform phenotype conceals double colonization by reed-warblers of a remote 

Pacific archipelago. Journal of Biogeography 34(7): 1150-1166. 
Cibois, A. et al. 2008. Systematics of the extinct reed warblers Acrocephalus of the Society Islands of 

eastern Polynesia. Ibis 150(2): 365-376. 
van de Vliet, R.E. & Ghestemme, T. 2013. Endemic landbirds of French Polynesia. Dutch Birding 

35(4): 229-242 (236). 
 
Tuamotu Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus atyphus [Wetmore]. 
[A.a. atyphus] Islands in N & W Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
[A.a. ravus] Atolls in SE Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
[A.a. palmarum] Anaa Island (WC Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
[A.a. niauensis] Niau (NW Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
[A.a. eremus] Makatea Island (NW Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
[A.a. flavidus] Napuka Island (N Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia, S Pacific). 
 
Blanvillain, C. et al. 2002. Land birds of Tuamotu Archipelago, Polynesia: relative abundance and 

changes during the 20th century with particular reference to the critically endangered Polynesian 
ground-dove (Gallicolumba erythroptera). Biological Conservation 103(2): 139-149. 

Cibois, A. et al. 2007. Les rousserolles de l’archipel des Tuamotu (Polynésie française): aspect 
historique et stratégie de conservation [The warblers of the Tuamotu Archipelago: history and 
conservation strategy]. Société d’Ornithologie de Polynésie et Direction del’Environnement de la 
Polynésie française. 

Cibois, A. et al. 2011. Systematics of the reed-warblers of the Tuamotu Archipelago, eastern 
Polynesia. Emu 111(2): 139-147. 

van de Vliet, R.E. & Ghestemme, T. 2013. Endemic landbirds of French Polynesia. Dutch Birding 
35(4): 229-242 (236). 

 
Cook Islands Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus kerearako [Holyoak]. 
[A.k. kerearako] Mangaia (SE Cook Islands, S Pacific). 
[A.k. kaoko] Mitiaro (SE Cook Islands, S Pacific). 
Other names: Kerearako (kerearako), Kaoko (kaoko). 
 
Gill, B.J. 1996. Notes on certain Cook Islands birds. Notornis 43(3): 154-158. 
Holyoak, D.T. 1974. Undescribed land birds from the Cook Islands, Pacific Ocean. Bulletin of the 

British Ornithologists' Club 94: 145-150.  
 
Rimatara Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus rimitarae [Murphy & Mathews]. 
Rimatara (Austral Islands, W French Polynesia, CS Pacific). 
 
Graves, G.R. 1992. The endemic land birds of Henderson Island, southeastern Polynesia: notes on 

natural history and conservation. The Wilson Bulletin 104(1): 32-43 (38). 
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Thibault, J-C. & Cibois, A. 2006. The natural history and conservation of Acrocephalus rimitarae, the 
endemic reed warbler of Rimatara Island, Oceania. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 126: 
201-206. 

van de Vliet, R.E. & Ghestemme, T. 2013. Endemic landbirds of French Polynesia. Dutch Birding 
35(4): 229-242 (236-237). 

 
Henderson Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus taiti  [Ogilvie-Grant]. 
Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific). 
This species takes its name from Henderson Island, which in turn is named after Capt. James 
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Pitcairn Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus vaughani [Sharpe]. 
Pitcairn Island (C Pacific). 
Other name: Sparrow (local name). 
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Black-browed Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus bistrigiceps [Swinhoe]. 
E Transbaicalia E to S Amurland, Ussuriland and Sakhalin, N Mongolia, C & E China, Korea, 
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Acrocephalus melanopogon [Temminck]. 
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Acrocephalus paludicola [Vieillot]. 
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Speckled Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus sorghophilus [Swinhoe]. 
Range largely unknown, possibly Liaoning & Hebei (NE China) and adjacent parts of Russian Far 
East. Winters Philippines. 
Other names: Streaked Reed Warbler, Chinese Reed Warbler. 
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Blunt-winged Warbler 
Acrocephalus concinens [Swinhoe]. 
[A.c. concinens] N China. Winters S China, S Myanmar, Thailand & C Laos. 
[A.c. haringtoni] N Afghanistan, N Pakistan & Kashmir. Winters not clearly established. 
[A.c. stevensi] Plains of the R Brahmaputra (Assam, NE India) & adjacent parts of Bangladesh. 
Other names: Blunt-winged Paddyfield Warbler, Swinhoe's Reed Warbler. 
Robert Swinhoe (1836-1877), Anglo-Indian diplomat and naturalist. 
 
Leader, P.J. 1992. Blunt-winged Warbler - a new species for Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 

1991 pp. 120-122. 
Lekagul, B. et al. 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Mey, E. 1996. Records of Blunt-winged Warbler Acrocephalus concinens in northern Vietnam. 

Forktail 12: 166-167. 
 
Manchurian Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus tangorum [La Touche]. 
Manchuria (NE China) & Ussuriland (SE Russia). Winters SE Asia. 
Other names: Manchurian Paddyfield Warbler, North China Reed-warbler. 
Tang Wang Wang (fl. 1912), Chinese collector for John David Digues La Touche, who published the 
description of this warbler. 
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Large-billed Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus orinus [Oberholser]. 
Riparian bushland along the Wakhan & Pamir Rivers in NE Afghanistan and adjacent SE Tajikistan. 
Winters not clearly established, possibly parts of the Indian subcontinent & SE Asia. 
Other name: Hume's Large-billed Warbler. 
Allan Octavian Hume (1829-1912), English theosophist, poet and writer on Indian birds who became 
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Congress. 
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Paddyfield Warbler 
Acrocephalus agricola [Jerdon]. 
[A.a. agricola] Area surrounding Caspian & Aral Seas and W Mongolia, NW China, Tajikistan, E Iran 

& N Afghanistan. Winters Indian subcontinent. 
[A.a. septima] Black Sea coast from Bulgaria & Romania to S Ukraine. Winters Indian subcontinent. 
Other name: Jerdon's Reed Warbler. 
Thomas Caverhill Jerdon (1811-1872), British physician, amateur botanist and wildlife author who is 
best known for his pioneering works on the birdlife of India.  
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Blyth's Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus dumetorum [Blyth]. 
S Finland E thru Russia to C Siberia and E to W Lake Baikal region & NW Mongolia and S to S 
Russia, Azerbaijan, E Iran, N Afghanistan & SW Siberia. Winters Pakistan, India & Sri Lanka. 
Edward Blyth (1810-1873), English zoologist, author and Curator of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
between 1842 and 1864. 
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