


Dutch Birding

Internationaal tijdschrift over
Palearctische vogels

REDACTIE

Dutch Birding

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Nederland

e-mail editors@dutchbirding.nl

FOTOREDACTIE

Dutch Birding

p/a René Pop

Postbus 31

1790 AA Den Burg-Texel
Nederland

e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl

ABONNEMENTENADMINISTRATIE

p/a Jeannette Admiraal

lepenlaan 11

1901 ST Castricum

Nederland

e-mail circulation@dutchbirding.nl

BESTUUR

Dutch Birding Association
Postbus 75611

1070 AP Amsterdam
Nederland

e-mail dba@dutchbirding.nl

COMMISSIE DWAALGASTEN
NEDERLANDSE AVIFAUNA
CDNA

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Nederland

e-mail cdna@dutchbirding.nl

COMMISSIE SYSTEMATIEK
NEDERLANDSE AVIFAUNA
CSNA, p/a George Sangster
e-mail csna@dutchbirding.nl

TELEFOONLIJNEN

0900-BIRDING (= 0900-2473464)

(vogellijn, EUR 0.35/min)
010-4281212 (inspreeklijn)

INTERNET
www.dutchbirding.nl

Dutch Birding

HOOFDREDACTEUR Arnoud van den Berg (tel 023-5378024,
e-mail arnoud.van.den.berg@dutchbirding.nl)

ADJUNCT HOOFDREDACTEUR Enno Ebels (tel 030-2961335, e-mail enno.ebels@dutchbirding.nl)

UITVOEREND REDACTEUR André van Loon (tel / fax 020-6997585,
e-mail andre.van.loon@dutchbirding.nl)

FOTOGRAFISCH REDACTEUR René Pop (tel 0222-316801, fax 0222-316802,
e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl)

REDACTIERAAD Peter Adriaens, Ferdy Hieselaar, Roy Slaterus, Vincent van der Spek, Roland
van der Vliet en Rik Winters

REDACTIE-ADVIESRAAD Peter Barthel, Mark Constantine, Dick Forsman, Ricard Gutiérrez,
Anthony McGeehan, Killian Mullarney, Klaus Malling Olsen, Magnus Robb, Hadoram
Shirihai, Brian Small en Lars Svensson

REDACTIEMEDEWERKERS Rob van Bemmelen, Max Berlijn, Jan Eerbeek, Steve Geelhoed, Dick
Groenendijk, Marcel Haas, Jan van der Laan, Hans van der Meulen en Kees Roselaar

PRODUCTIE EN LAY-OUT André van Loon en René Pop

ADVERTENTIES Laurens Steijn, p/a Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam
e-mail advertising@dutchbirding.nl

ABONNEMENTEN De abonnementsprijs voor 2009 bedraagt: EUR 36.50 (Nederland), EUR
39.50 (Belgié), EUR 37.00 (rest van Europa) en EUR 40.00 (landen buiten Europa). Abonnees
in Belgié en Nederland ontvangen ook het dvd-jaaroverzicht.

U kunt zich abonneren door het overmaken van de abonnementsprijs op girorekening
01 50 697 (Nederland), girorekening 000 1592468 19 (Belgi€) of bankrekening
54 93 30 348 van ABN*AMRO (Castricum), ovv ‘abonnement Dutch Birding’. Alle reke-
ningen zijn ten name van de Dutch Birding Association. Het abonnement gaat in na
ontvangst van de betaling.

Dutch Birding is een tweemaandelijks tijdschrift. Het publiceert originele artikelen en
mededelingen over morfologie, systematie{g voorkomen en verspreiding van vogels in de
Benelux, Europa en elders in het Palearctische gebied. Het publiceert tevens bijdragen over
vogels in het Aziatisch-Pacifische gebied en andere gebieden.

De volgorde van vogels in Dutch Birding volgt in eerste instantie een klassieke ‘Wetmore-
indeling’. Binnen dit raamwerk worden voor taxonomie en naamgeving de volgende
overzichten aangehouden: Dutch Birding-vogelnamen door A B van den Berg (2008,
Amsterdam) (taxonomie en wetenschappelijke, Nederlandse en Engelse namen van West-
Palearctische vogels); Vogels van de wereld — complete checklist door M Walters (1997,
Baarn) (Nederlandse namen van overige vogels van de wereld); The Howard and Moore
complete checklist of the birds of the world (derde editie) door E C Dickinson (redactie)
(2003, Londen) (taxonomie en wetenscha?pelijke namen van overige vogels van de wereld);
en Birds of the world: recommended English names door F Gill & M Wright (2006, Londen)
(Engelse namen van overige vogels in de wereld).

Een lijst met tarieven voor de vergoeding van auteurs, fotografen en tekenaars is verkrijgbaar
bij de redactie. Voor (de voorbereiding van) bijzondere publicaties op het gebied van
determinatie en/of taxonomie kan het Dutch Birding-fonds aan auteurs een financiéle bijdrage
leveren (zie Dutch Birding 24: 125, 2001, en www.dutchbirding.nl onder ‘The Journal’).

Dutch Birding Association

BEsTUUR Theo Admiraal (penningmeester), Gijsbert van der Bent (voorzitter, tel 071-
4024547), Arjan van Egmond (secretaris), Wietze Janse en Laurens Steijn; tevens is de
redactie van Dutch Birding met een zetel vertegenwoordigd.

BESTUURSMEDEWERKERS Jeannette Admiraal, Menno van Duijn, Albert van den Ende, Thomas
van der Es, Janneke Kimstra, Bertus de Lange, Arnold Meijer, les Meulmeester, Marc Plomp,
Sjoerd Radstaak, Chris van Rijswijk, Henk van Rijswijk, Willem van Rijswijk, Vincent van

er Spek, Pieter van Veelen, Michel Veldt, Reinoud Vermoolen, Jeroen van Vianen, Roben
Vlot, Kees de Vries en Peter Weiland.

Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA)

LepeN Ruud Brouwer, Nils van Duivendijk, Dick Groenendijk (voorzitter), Teus Luijendijk,
Arjan Ovaa, Willem van Rijswijk, Laurens Steijn en Arend Wassink. MEDEWERKER Max
Berlijn (archivaris). De CDNA is een commissie van de Dutch Birding Association en de
Nederlandse Ornithologische Unie.

Commissie Systematiek Nederlandse Avifauna (CSNA)

LEDeN Arnoud van den Berg, André van Loon, Kees Roselaar en George Sangster (secretaris).
De CSNA is een commissie van de Dutch Birding Association en de Nederlandse
Ornithologische Unie.

© 2009 Stichting Dutch Birding Association. Het copyright van de foto’s en tekeningen blijft
bij de fotografen en tekenaars. ISSN 0167-2878.

Drukkerij robstolk®, Mauritskade 55, 1092 AD Amsterdam, Nederland



Dutch Birding

CHIEF EDITOR Arnoud van den Berg (tel +31-235378024,
e-mail arnoud.van.den.berg@dutchbirding.nl)

DEPUTY CHIEF EDITOR Enno Ebels (tel +31-302961335, e-mail enno.ebels@dutchbirding.nl)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR André van Loon (tel / fax +31-206997585,
e-mail andre.van.loon@dutchbirding.nl)

PHOTOGRAPHIC EDITOR René Pop (tel +31-222316801, fax +31-222316802,
e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl)

EDITORIAL BOARD Peter Adriaens, Ferdy Hieselaar, Roy Slaterus, Vincent van der Spek, Roland
van der Vliet and Rik Winters

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD Peter Barthel, Mark Constantine, Dick Forsman, Ricard Gutiérrez,
Anthony McGeehan, Killian Mullarney, Klaus Malling Olsen, Magnus Robb, Hadoram
Shirihai, Brian Small and Lars Svensson

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS Rob van Bemmelen, Max Berlijn, Jan Eerbeek, Steve Geelhoed, Dick
Groenendijk, Marcel Haas, Jan van der Laan, Hans van der Meulen and Kees Roselaar

PRODUCTION AND LAY-OUT André van Loon and René Pop

ADVERTISING Laurens Steijn, c/o Dutch Birding, Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam
e-mail advertising@dutchbirding.nl

SUBSCRIPTIONS The subscription rate for 2009 is: EUR 36.50 (Netherlands), EUR 39.50
(Belgium), EUR 37.00 (Europe) and EUR 40.00 (countries outside Europe). Subscribers in
Belgium and the Netherlands also receive the DVD year review.

Subscribers in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway and Sweden are kindly
requested to pay the subscription fee to our local bank accounts in these countries. Details
can be found on the internet (www.dutchbirding.nl).

British subscribers are requested to pay exclusiveIY by Sterlin% cheque. This cheque
can be sent to Dutch Birding, c/o Jeannette Admiraal, lepenlaan 11, 1901 ST Castricum,
Netherlands. Subscribers in other countries can make their payment by credit card (Access,
Eurocard, MasterCard or Visa). Please send an e-mail indicating your credit card type,
account number, the expiry date and full address details to circulation@dutchbirding.nl.
The subscription starts upon receipt of payment and already published issues will be sent.

Dutch Birding is a bimonthly journal. It publishes origr;nal papers and notes on morphology,
systematics, occurrence and distribution of birds in the Benelux, Europe and elsewhere in
the Palearctic region. It also publishes contributions on birds in the Asian-Pacific region and
other regions.

The sequence of birds in Dutch Birding basically follows a classic ‘Wetmore sequence’.
Within this framework, the following lists are used for taxonomy and nomenclature: Dutch
Birding bird names by A B van den Berg (2008, Amsterdam) (taxonomy and scientific, Dutch
and English names of Western Palearctic birds); Vogels van de wereld — complete checklist by
M Walters (1997, Baarn) (Dutch names of remaining birds of the world); The Howard and
Moore complete checklist of the birds of the world (third edition) by E C Dickinson (editor)
(2003, London) (taxonomy and scientific names of remaining birds of the world); and Birds
of the world: recommended English names by F Gill & M Wright (2006, London) (English
names of remaining birds of the world).

A schedule of payment rates for authors, photographers and artists is available from the
editors. For (preparation of) special publications regarding identification and/or taxonomy,
the Dutch Birding fund can offer financial support to authors (see Dutch Birding 24: 125,
2001, and www.dutchbirding.nl under ‘The Journal’).

Dutch Birding Association

BoArD Theo Admiraal (treasurer), Gijsbert van der Bent (president, tel +31-714024547),
Arjan van Egmond (secretary), Wietze Janse and Laurens Steijn; the editors of Dutch Birding
also have one seat in the board.

BOARD AsSISTANTS Jeannette Admiraal, Menno van Duijn, Albert van den Ende, Thomas van
der Es, Janneke Kimstra, Bertus de Lange, Arnold Meijer, les Meulmeester, Marc Plomp,
Sjoerd Radstaak, Chris van Rijswijk, Henk van Rijswijk, Willem van Rijswijk, Vincent van

er Spek, Pieter van Veelen, Michel Veldt, Reinoud Vermoolen, Jeroen van Vianen, Roben
Vlot, Kees de Vries and Peter Weiland.

Dutch rarities committee (CDNA)

Memsers Ruud Brouwer, Nils van Duivendijk, Dick Groenendijk (chairman), Teus Luijendijk,
Arjan Ovaa, Willem van Rijswijk, Laurens Steijn and Arend Wassink. AssiSTANT Max Berlijn
(archivist). The CDNA is a committee of the Dutch Birding Association and the Netherlands
Ornithologists” Union.

Dutch committee for avian systematics (CSNA)

Memsers Arnoud van den Berg, André van Loon, Kees Roselaar and George Sangster
(secretary). The CSNA is a committee of the Dutch Birding Association and the Netherlands
Ornithologists” Union.

© 2009 Stichting Dutch Birding Association. The copyright of the photographs and drawings
remains with the photographers and artists. ISSN 0167-2878.

Printed by drukkerij robstolk®, Mauritskade 55, 1092 AD Amsterdam, Netherlands

Dutch Birding

International journal on
Palearctic birds

EDITORS

Dutch Birding

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Netherlands

e-mail editors@dutchbirding.nl

PHOTOGRAPHIC EDITOR

Dutch Birding

c/o René Pop

Postbus 31

1790 AA Den Burg-Texel
Netherlands

e-mail rene.pop@dutchbirding.nl

SUBSCRIPTION ADMINISTRATION

c/o Jeannette Admiraal

lepenlaan 11

1901 ST Castricum

Netherlands

e-mail circulation@dutchbirding.nl

BOARD

Dutch Birding Association
Postbus 75611

1070 AP Amsterdam
Netherlands

e-mail dba@dutchbirding.nl

DUTCH RARITIES COMMITTEE
CDNA

Postbus 116

2080 AC Santpoort-Zuid
Netherlands

e-mail cdna@dutchbirding.nl

DUTCH COMMITTEE FOR
AVIAN SYSTEMATICS

CSNA, c/o George Sangster
e-mail csna@dutchbirding.nl

INTERNET
www.dutchbirding.nl



DUtCh Birding JAARGANG 31 NUMMER 1 2009 Vorume 31 NUMBER 1 2009

Artikelen / 1 Albatross mandible at archeological site in Amsterdam, the Netherlands,
papers and WP records of Diomedea albatrosses Edward Soldaat, Mardik F Leopold,
Erik H Meesters & Christopher | R Robertson
17 Kumliens Meeuw op Terschelling in januari 2005 Martijn Bunskoek, Enno B
Ebels & Rik Winters
20 ‘Southern skua’ off La Palma, Canary Islands, in October 2005 Edwin Winkel

24 Western Palearctic list updates: Cape Petrel Marcel Haas & Pierre-André
Crochet

28  Frigatebird off Sardinia, Italy, in 1967-68 and records in Mediterranean
Marcello Grussu

28 Leucistic Common Tern at Swinoujscie, Poland, in August 2008 Lukasz
Lawicki & Tomasz Grabowski

29  Eyebrowed Thrush at Merzouga, Morocco, in December 2008 Ronald
Messemaker

32 Koolmezen met afwijkend verenkleed in Zuid-Holland in 2006-09 Harvey
van Diek

Aankondigingen & verzoeken / 34 Palmyra Society for the Protection of Environment and Wildlife
announcements & requests

Redactiemededelingen 35 Naamgeving van taxa in Dutch Birding [TAXA NAMES IN DUTCH BIRDING]
30 jaar Dutch Birding 38 30 jaar Dutch Birding: 2008, aanvullingen en correcties
CDNA-mededelingen 43 Recente CDNA-besluiten

Masters of Mystery 44 Solutions of sixth round 2008: Sykes's Warbler and Red-backed Shrike
Rob S A van Bemmelen, Dick Groenendijk & Jan Eerbeek

Corrigenda 46

Recensies / reviews 47 Gulls of the Americas by Steve N G Howell & Jon Dunn Peter Adriaens

48 Caribbean Bird Song: Puerto Rico south to Grenada, with the Bahamas,
Caymans and San Andrés (three CDs) by Mark W Oberle Arnoud B van den
Ber,

48 Vog%ls van Belgié en Nederland (MP3-CD) by Peter Boesman Arnoud B van
den Berg

48  Identification guide to North American birds. Part Il. Anatidae to Alcidae
by Peter Pyle Arnoud B van den Berg

49 Frontiers in birding by Martin Garner & friends Enno B Ebels

WP reports 50 Decmber 2008-mid-January 2009 Arnoud B van den Berg & Marcel Haas

Recente meldingen / 60  Nederland: november-december 2008 Roy Slaterus & Vincent van der Spek
recent reports

DB Actueel 71 More recently described bird species; Toendraslechtvalk geringd bij
Darisdonk [TUNDRA PEREGRINE FALCON]; Bruine Lijster in Erezée [Dusky
THRUsH]; Dikbekfuut bij Kluizen [PIED-BILLED GREBE]

DBA-nieuws 77 Dutch Birding-vogeldag grensverleggend

Voorplaat / front cover Scopoli’s Pijlstormvogel / Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea, tussen
Peniscola en Columbretes, Castellon, Spanje, 28 juli 2007 (Roland Jansen)



Albatross mandible at archeological
site in Amsterdam, the Netherlands,
and WP records of Diomedea

albatrosses

Edward Soldaat, Mardik F Leopold, Erik H Meesters & Christopher | R Robertson

n 19 October 1977, the upper mandible of a

large seabird was found in the soil of
Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, the Netherlands. The
bill was initially labeled as ‘large gull” and filed by
the Bureau of Monuments & Archaeology (Bureau
Monumenten & Archeologie), Amsterdam, where
it rested on a shelf for nearly three decades. In
2005, it was displayed at an exhibition at the
Amsterdam Historical Museum (Amsterdams
Historisch Museum) and noticed by Louwe
Kooijmans (2005), who mentioned the bill briefly
in passing. His casual remark on ‘an albatross bill’
drew our attention and the specimen was further
studied. It was confirmed to belong to a Diomedea
albatross and concerns the first (modern, ie, after
the Pliocene era) albatross found in Dutch soil.
The bill is kept under collection number MC6-
1163 at the Bureau of Monuments & Archaeo-
logy.

Several albatrosses have been observed in re-
cent times in European seas, including the North
Sea (eg, Bourne 1967, 1992, Dymond et al 1989,
Harrop 1994, Leopold et al 1994, Gustad 1995,
Bonaccorsi 2003, Gantlett & Pym 2007, Pitches
2007). To date, however, no albatross has been
accepted to the Dutch list. The find of an albatross
upper mandible in Amsterdam is therefore remark-
able. This paper describes the finding circum-
stances, the identification of the species involved
and summarizes known records and reports of
Diomedea albatrosses in the Western Palearctic
(WP). The taxonomy in this paper follows
Robertson & Warham (1992, 1994), Nunn &
Stanley (1998), Robertson & Nunn (1998) and
Burg & Croxall (2004), and not Dickinson (2003).

Finding locality

The location of the find (known as MC6;
52°22’37.50”N, 04°54’08"'E) is situated in the old
city centre of Amsterdam. Today, this is the Prins
Hendrikkade but, before 1876, this location was
known as Camperhooft, a north-east facing bul-

[Dutch Birding 31: 1-16, 2009]

wark at the open harbour front. It was the stage for
the coming and going of trade vessels of the Dutch
East India trading company (Vereenigde Oost-
indische Compagnie, VOC), whalers, merchants
and passenger ships that sailed the globe. Shallow
waters in front of this prominence prevented sea-
going vessels from docking directly at the harbour
front; instead, they were moored on poles in the
1), the open water just north of the city. Goods and
people were ferried back and forth by smaller
boats. In 1876, the location was filled up with
town and shipping waste and covered with sand
for the building of the Central Railway Station. In
1977, large scale digging took place for the con-
struction of a subway line. During these works,
the bill was found at a depth of ¢ 5 m below street
level.

Description

Only the upper mandible was found. The crani-
um, lower mandible and all soft parts, including
the horny sheath (ramphotheca), are missing. The
bill is large, with a total length of the bone of 162
mm and ‘culmen’ length without ramphotheca of
152 mm. The width at the base of the upper man-
dible is 38 mm. It is concave when viewed lateral-
ly and has marked nasal openings and a hooked
tip (figure 1). A shallow groove, corresponding
with the sulcus between the bill plates in alba-
trosses, runs laterally along the bone, from the
nasal opening towards the bill-tip. The tip has c 25
(nerve) ducts.

Dating

Dating the bill by C14 has been considered but
will be practically impossible because of its re-
cent origin (Hans van der Plicht in litt). The results
would be biased by the so-called ‘Marine Reservoir
Effect’ (Reimer & Reimer 2001). Unlike trees that
take up C14 directly from the atmosphere, marine
predators incorporate C14 from a range of prey
organisms, that themselves have acquired their
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FIGURE 1 Lateral (upper two), ventral and dorsal (lower) views of upper mandible of Diomedea albatross found in
Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, on 19 October 1977 (Wiard Krook/Bureau of Monuments & Archaeology,
Amsterdam)
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FIGURE 2 Mandible of Diomedea albatross found in Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, on 19 October 1977

(middle) compared with similarly sized bills (brain case and upper mandible only) of Wandering Albatross Diomedea

exulans (top) and Waved Albatross Phoebastria irrorata (bottom) (Edward Soldaat (top and bottom) and Wiard Krook

(centre)). Note different profiles: clearly curved in Diomedea and much straighter in Phoebastria. Phoebastria also
has more delicate bill-tip than Diomedea.

C14 from pools in which C14 may have circulated
for a long time. As a result, deviations of up to 400
years make this method useless for recent marine
top predators. Therefore, dating the bill by analyz-
ing the local circumstances seems the most realis-
tic approach. However, location MC6 is problem-
atic in this respect. The old harbour front has been
filled up with refuse, and the 20th century digging
did not produce a clear stratigraphy. Only artifacts
from the second half of the 15th century and from
the 19th century were found (Wiard Krook in litt)
and artifacts from the centuries in between were
lacking. As pointed out below, it is very likely that
the albatross bill belonged to a bird that was
caught by a sailor or ship passenger and discarded
in the harbour directly, or that it ended up in town

or shipping waste that was later used to fill up the
site. Under this hypothesis, a deposition date in
the 15th century seems unlikely because at that
time there was hardly any overseas traffic from
Amsterdam to the southern oceans. The 17th and
18th century comprised the era of the great sailing
vessels of the VOC that followed routes across the
Atlantic and Indian Ocean to India, Indonesia and
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) (figure 4). On these voyages,
ships passed several breeding sites of albatrosses
and they were often accompanied by albatrosses
at sea (see below). The VOC ceased to exist in
1799 but other Dutch sailing vessels kept using
the same routes until the 19th century, when sail-
ing ships were gradually phased out and replaced
by ships using steam power. Given this circum-



Albatross mandible at archeological site in Amsterdam, the Netherlands

5cm

FIGURE 3 Bill-tip of Phoebastria albatross (lower), discovered among many fossil bones from late Neogene (supposedly

Pliocene) deposits at Mill, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands (Erik Wijnker). Specimen is kept in Prehistoric Times Museum

(Oertijdmuseum ‘De Groene Poort’), Boxtel, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands (# MAB F3399). See also Olson & Hearty

(2003, figure 3A) for similar fossil Phoebastria bill-tip found on Bermuda. Upper mandible (without ramphotheca) of
modern Black-footed Albatross Phoebastria nigripes included for comparison.

stantial evidence, the most likely period for this
bill to originate from is the early 17th century until
1876, when the old harbour front was filled up.
The possibility of a Pleistocene or Pliocene fos-
sil was also investigated. Once, large albatrosses
lived in the northern Atlantic. No less than five
species have been described from late Neogene
(Pliocene) deposits from North America, all refer-
abletothe modern North Pacific genus Phoebastria:
P anglica, P aff albatrus, P aff nigripes, P aff immu-
tabilis and P rexsularum (Olson & Rasmussen
2001). Panglica has also been recorded from
Pliocene deposits in Europe (East Anglia, England;
Lydekker 1891, Harrison & Walker 1978ab, Dyke
et al 2007) and several Phoebastria fossils have
been found in Pliocene deposits at Mill, Noord-
Brabant, the Netherlands (Wijnker 2005; Erik
Wijnker pers comm; figure 3) but these bones are
clearly much older than the bone found in
Amsterdam. The most recent occurrence of
Phoebastria in the northern Atlantic dates to the
Pleistocene, 400 000 years ago, when a breeding
colony of P albatrus resided on Bermuda (Olson
& Hearty 2003). The Amsterdam bill looks ‘fresh’,
showing no obvious signs of discoloration or fos-
silization. It has the typical curved shape of the
genus Diomedea, rather than the ‘Roman nose’

profile of Phoebastria (figure 2). Therefore the pos-
sibility of a prehistoric origin can be ruled out.

Breeding sites of Diomedea albatrosses along
old sailing routes

If the albatross had come ship-assisted to Amster-
dam, a possible carrier could have been a VOC
trade vessel. When sailing to the Far East, VOC
ships crossed the Atlantic twice, to optimally use
the trade winds. Their route took them first to the
vicinity of Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island,
where Tristan Albatrosses D dabbenena breed
(this taxon is considered a synonym of nominate
D exulans by Dickinson (2003) but is clearly much
smaller, see below), then past Cape of Good
Hope, South Africa, and along a string of islands
where Wandering Albatrosses D exulans breed
and finally past Amsterdam Island where
Amsterdam Albatrosses D amsterdamensis reside
(figure 4). South Georgia was passed at a large dis-
tance and during the breeding season its foraging
adults (Wandering) stay clear of the old VOC route
(BirdLife International 2004). Non-breeding birds,
however, range much further afield and can reach
the region of Cape of Good Hope (Prince et al
1998). The remaining Diomedea albatrosses breed
much further east, far beyond the old trading
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FIGURE 4 Routes taken by VOC ships (black) from Amsterdam to trading posts in Far East and back, and breeding

sites (mostly islands) of different Diomedea albatrosses: dabbenena (dab), exulans (ex), amsterdamensis (ams),

epomophora (epo), gibsoni (gib), antipodensis (ant) and sanfordi (san). In addition (red), 19th century ships, both

under sail and under steam, sailed further east to Australia and New Zealand and these mostly continued downwind

for their return voyage, rounding Cape Horn and passing South Georgia (with more exulans) to re-enter Atlantic (after
Jenkins 1973, map 5308, and Jacobs 1991).

routes (figure 4) and breeding adults will not have
been in contact with VOC ships. Of this group,
Antipodean Albatross D antipodensis and Gibson’s
Albatross D gibsoni (considered a subspecies of
antipodensis by, eg, Burg & Croxall 2004) are the
least likely to ever have come into contact with a
VOC vessel. Antipodensis flies east from its home
waters off south-eastern New Zealand and the
Tasman Sea to spend the non-breeding season off
south-western Chile. From these waters, it prob-
ably returns along the same route. Gibsoni seems
to be confined to Australasian seas and possibly
west to Perth when non breeding. Both Northern
Royal Albatrosses D sanfordi and Southern Royal
Albatrosses D epomophora circumnavigate the
globe and reach the waters around the Cape of
Good Hope (Nicholls et al 2002, BirdLife
International 2004, Brooke 2004, Onley &
Scofield 2007), where they must have met the
VOC sailors principally during the months of July
to October. Thus, it would seem that only an-

tipodensis and gibsoni can be discarded as a can-
didate for VOC-assisted transport to Amsterdam
harbour. However, in the 19th century, the sailing
routes were extended to Australia and New
Zealand, when many ships with emigrants and
goods sailed from Europe, and all New Zealand
albatrosses came within reach of Dutch sailors
(figure 4). Many Diomedea albatrosses were
caught en route, often for pleasure (Medway
1998). Therefore, any Diomedea albatross occur-
ring in the waters between the Cape of Good
Hope and Western Australia ran the risk of being
bagged. Because the bill shape and size exclude
almost all other albatross species (genera
Thalassarche, Phoebastria and Phoebetria; see be-
low), the distribution of these species is not dis-
cussed here.

Identification
The size and shape of the mandible exclude
all but the largest (sea)birds. However, even the
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TABLE 1 Culmen lengths (mm) of great albatrosses Diomedea: minimum-maximum or average + SD; (n). References
are Tickell (2000) (T); Shaffer et al (2001) and Scott Shaffer (in litt) (S); Cuthbert et al (2003) and Richard Cuthbert in
litt (C); Brooke (2004) (B); Robertson: fresh fisheries bycatch victims and beached birds in New Zealand, live birds in
colonies (Rg), and museum specimens (R,;,); Jouventin et al (1989) ()). Figures printed in bold relate to species or
sexes that are possible candidates regarding the mandible found in Amsterdam, considering their range of culmen

lengths.
Species Ref | Male Female
South Georgia South Georgia
B 163-180 (21) 155-171 (23)
T 162-177 (52) 152-172 (53)
C 162.6-180.4 (30) 158.1-173.8 (30)
Rm South Georgia (unsexed) 157-182 (12)
exulans Rm Marion Island (unsexed) 159.8-178.4 (5)
Possession Island, Crozets Possession Island, Crozets
S 161-174; 169 + 3.4 (20) 157-170; 164.2 £ 4.1 (16)
Rm Kerguelen Island (unsexed) 159-180 (6)
Macquarie Island Macquarie Island
T 158-181; 166 (17) 156-166; 158 (10)
C 144.3-158.2 (30) 138.3-150.6 (30)
dabbenena Rm 138-153.5(12) 135-149 (16)
Rm (unsexed) 136-155 (33)
antinodensis B 151+4.0 (62) 143+4.1 (66)
p Rf 144.0-160.8 (21) 137.2-151.7 (27)
ibsoni B 136-162 (362) 133-157 (371)
g R¢ 145.9-164.0 (15) 136.0-153.0 (15)
142.2-156.2 (8) 138.2-145.2 (8)
amsterdamensis J
(unsexed) 135.0-156.2 (36)
epomophora T 179-188 (5);185.8 £ 5.2 (11) 163-177 (5); 171.7+£5.2 (7)
pomop Ri | 167.1-193.6 (10) 167.0-173.6 (4)
sanfordi B 165-172 (5) 154-160 (5)
R¢ 161.2-175.7 (34 probable males) 149.9-165.7 (37 probable females)

largest seabirds (rarely) occurring in north-west-
ern Europe, ie, Yellow-billed Loon Cavia adamsii,
Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melano-
phris, Northern Gannet Morus bassanus, Great
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo, Magnificent
Frigatebird Fregata magnificens and Greater Black-
backed Gull Larus marinus, fall far short of this
size, while several of these also have straight rath-
er than hooked bills. All but Black-browed
Albatross lack nasal openings of this size and
shape (see, eg, www.seabird-osteology.info). The

bill shape also excludes large marsh and land
birds such as pelicans, herons, storks, spoonbills,
flamingos, raptors or cranes. Comparison with
similar material clearly shows that the bill belongs
to a large albatross (figure 2).

With a culmen length of ¢ 155 mm (152 plus
¢ 3 mm for the missing ramphotheca), the typical
nostrils and the strongly hooked tip, the bill most
likely belongs to a member of the group of the
‘great albatrosses’ of the genus Diomedea. With
one exception, all other albatrosses have bills that
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are much smaller than the Amsterdam specimen.
Only Waved Albatross Phoebastria irrorata has a
culmen length of up to 160 mm (Tickell 2000) but
this species has a bill profile that is much straight-
er than that of the Amsterdam specimen (figure 2)
and therefore can safely be ruled out. The other
northern albatrosses of the genus Phoebastria, the
sooty albatrosses Phoebetria and the ‘molly-
mawks’ Thalassarche are all too small (Tickell
2000, Brooke 2004). The extinct Phoebastria an-
glica can also be ruled out. Diomedea is therefore
the only group left. The bone is fully ossified and
shows no juvenile characteristics such as incom-
plete fusion or a granular surface structure.

Within the genus Diomedea, there is a choice
between seven albatrosses (five wandering and
two royal, respectively): exulans, antipodensis,
gibsoni, amsterdamensis, dabbenena, sanfordi
and epomophora. Known culmen lengths of these
taxa are given in table 1. Table 1 shows that the
Amsterdam culmen (c 155 mm) is smaller than
most exulans. Only the smallest females from
South Georgia have a culmen size matching the
Amsterdam specimen but note that few culmen
sizes from Marion, Prince Edward, Kerguelen,
Heard and McDonalds or Macquarie Island were
available. Culmen sizes of male antipodensis, gib-
soni, amsterdamensis and dabbenena all reach
the size of the Amsterdam specimen. Only in gib-
soni females have been found with culmen lengths
similar to the Amsterdam bird; females of the
other three taxa are substantially smaller. Of the
two ‘royal albatrosses’, only some female sanfordi
are small enough to match the Amsterdam culmen.
Epomophora is the only taxon where both males
and females are too large to be a candidate.

Most publications on albatross bill morphology
only give culmen length and bill depth. Culmen
lengths overlap considerably between taxa (table
1), while bill depth could not be taken from the
Amsterdam specimen, as only the upper mandi-
ble was found. Murphy (1936) shows that bills of
‘royal albatrosses’ are wider than those of ‘wan-
dering albatrosses’ and we have used this charac-
teristic, in conjunction with culmen length, in an
attempt to better separate the different Diomedea
albatrosses. Bill width was measured at its widest
point (at the base of the bill, eg, the proximal end
of the latericorn) in specimens available in Dutch
museums with additions from collections of mu-
seums around the world (see Acknowledgements
for the full list), and some smaller collections.
Most museum material is rather old, was collected
at sea, and predates the split of ‘exulans’ (sensu
lato) in four to five and ‘epomorpha’ (sensu lato)

in two species (cf Penhallurick & Wink 2004). As
a result, exulans could not always be separated
from dabbenena, antipodensis or gibsoni.
Dabbenena is small compared with exulans, and
small ‘exulans’ from the Atlantic have been as-
signed ‘dabbenena’ if culmen lengths are <152
mm (cf Tickell 2000, table 1). This is conservative,
as Cuthbert et al (2003) put the divide between
dabbenena and (South Georgian) exulans at 158
mm. Plumage criteria and wing length were used
as supporting evidence to identify small birds in
the Atlantic as dabbenena. Birds collected at sea
around New Zealand were probably often named
‘exulans’ to distinguish them from ‘royal albatross-
es’. Such birds were likely antipodensis or gibsoni
but since dabbenena can also reach eastern
Australian waters, specific identity could not be
established and birds from that area collected at
sea were not used. Amsterdamensis is a special
case, as only a few amsterdamensis specimens are
available in any museum world wide: the type
specimen in Paris and two or three probable am-
sterdamensis for which specific identity needs to
be confirmed. Culmen length of the rather small,
unsexed type specimen was given as 140 mm in
the original publication (Roux et al 1983), but the
proximal end of the bill sheath was abraded and
our own measurements put culmen length at
¢ 145.5 mm (range of 16 living birds was 138.2-
156.2 mm; Jouventin et al 1989). We have includ-
ed one probable amsterdamensis in our database
(Paris CG1986-433; culmen 145 mm, bill width
46 mm).

The plot of 350 culmen lengths versus bill
widths (figure 5) shows a continuum from very
small to very large bills, across the various spe-
cies. Culmen length ranges (minimum-maximum)
from the literature and our own data show that all
but the largest species (epomophora) have bills
that match the Amsterdam find. Remarkably, the
bill found in Amsterdam does not clearly belong
to one of the species clusters but rather sits in a
void, at the edge of several species. If we assume
that the data are from a bivariate normal distribu-
tion (ie, both culmen and bill width are normally
distributed), we can construct a two-dimensional
boxplot-type graph with pairs of concentric
ellipses that include 50% and 99% of the data,
respectively. The inner ellipse, or ‘hinge’, provides
a conservative visualization of the variance in the
data while the outer ellipse, or ‘fence’, delineates
potential outliers (Goldberg & Iglewicz 1992).
Figure 5 shows that the Amsterdam bill does not
fit into any of the 50% hinges, but does fit into the
99% fences for exulans, sanfordi and antipoden-
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FIGURE 5 Maximum bill width as function of culmen length in seven species of Diomedea albatrosses. Mandible
found in Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, on 19 October 1977 is represented by red square; vertical red
broken line intersects with known culmen length ranges for six out of seven species (given in top part of graph). The
birds found in Sicily, Italy (October 1957), Morocco (c 1885) and Blankenberge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium (April
1887) are indicated by S, M and B, respectively. Inset depicts where measurements were taken. Smaller ellipses
(or ‘hinges’: solid lines) include 50% of data for each species, while outer ellipses, or ‘fences’, delineate potential
outliers (after Goldberg & Iglewicz 1992). Midpoints of each dataset indicated by larger points, with lettering. Note
insufficient data for Amsterdam Albatross D amsterdamensis.

sis, and sits at the edge of the fences for dabbene-
na and gibsoni. Linear discriminant analysis was
used to identify the most likely species for the bill
found in Amsterdam among the various datasets.
This gives probabilities of 0.48 for sanfordi, 0.20
for exulans and 0.17 for dabbenena. Antipodensis
(0.08) and gibsoni (0.07) are both considerably
less likely candidates and epomophora (<0.001)
is highly unlikely. Note that there are insufficient
bill width data for amsterdamensis but given that
length/width ratios are similar for the different
species, and that the largest male amsterdamensis
have culmen lengths comparable with the
Amsterdam bird (Jouventin et al 1989), this spe-
cies cannot be ruled out. A logistic regression
(GLM using binominal distribution) with culmen,
bill width and species (using only the bills for

which the sex was known, n=93 males and 96
females across the various species) correctly pre-
dicted sex in 83% of the known cases. Given the
small size of the bill found in Amsterdam, the
model indicates a 99.9% probability that it be-
longed to a female, if we assume the species to be
sanfordi (cf table 1). Likewise, if the bill stems
from an exulans, this bird would also have been a
female but if it were a dabbenena, it would prob-
ably have been a male (cf table 1).

The measurements of the bill exclude only
epomophora (table 1). The statistical analysis of
available biometric data suggests that sanfordi is
the most likely candidate. This might also suggest
a 19th century origin, if this bird was taken by
Dutch sailors in its home waters, around New
Zealand. However, since sanfordi travels widely
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outside the breeding season, an Atlantic origin,
and therefore also an earlier date, cannot be ruled
out. Moreover, several other species of Diomedea
albatross remain possible candidates. Exulans is
the most widespread and most numerous breed-
ing ‘wandering albatross’ and the most numerous
species in museum collections of birds collected
at the high seas but most exulans have larger bills
than the one found in Amsterdam: only the small-
est females match its size. The 99% fence for exu-
lans (figure 5) is relatively wide and is stretched by
three data points from rather large individuals.
This may overrate the probability of this species
and a (South Georgia female) exulans may thus
be a less likely candidate than the discriminant
analysis suggests.

Dabbenena breeds closest to western Europe
(Gough/Tristan da Cunha Islands group) of all
Diomedea albatrosses and is relatively common
at sea north-west of Cape Town, ie, along the final
part of the return voyage. We know from the
Moroccan and Blankenberge skulls (see below)
that ‘wandering albatrosses’ were taken by
European sailors and we also know that dabbene-
na has been found in Europe (Sicily). In contrast,
there are no earlier cases of New Zealand
Diomedea albatrosses in Europe. We have rela-
tively few biometrical data for these species, and
these are rather closely clumped, resulting in tight
50% and 99% ellipses (figure 5). It is possible that
a larger dataset could have resulted in a higher
probability.

Amsterdamensis is very rare, with an estimated
population of only 130-150 birds (Ebels 2001,
Duriez et al 2005, ACAP 2007). They are now con-
fined to breeding on an inaccessible part of the
central plateau of Amsterdam Island in the south-
ern Indian Ocean but were once more abundant
given finds of bones over a much wider area on the
island (Jouventin et al 1989). Therefore, it was
probably much more numerous in the past and
thus more likely to be captured by passing sailors.
As yet, there is insufficient material to evaluate the
candidacy of this species but given that known bill
sizes fall inside the ranges of dabbenena, an-
tipodensis and gibsoni, each of which could not be
ruled out, this species remains a possibility.

In conclusion, the specific identification of the
Amsterdam mandible can not be resolved by
comparative biometrics. DNA analysis may solve
the problem, as DNA of all Diomedea albatrosses
has been studied (Nunn et al 1996, Nunn &
Stanley 1998, Burg & Croxall 2004). At present,
however, analysis of old DNA would need so
much bone material that it would destroy the

specimen. It probably will not take too long be-
fore ancient-DNA techniques are sufficiently re-
fined to identify the Amsterdam bone without de-
stroying it. For the time being however, it is con-
sidered more prudent to wait for these develop-
ments (Peter de Knijff in litt).

History of wanderers in Europe - stragglers or
hunting trophies?

Could the albatross of Amsterdam be a true
straggler or was it more likely a captured bird
brought to Amsterdam onboard one of the many
ships that called into the port of Amsterdam?
Despite the folklore culminating in the famous
Rime of the ancient mariner (Coleridge 1949), old
mariners and, later on, their passengers caught
many albatrosses on their voyages during the 19th
century (see Medway 1998 for a vivid description
of these practices). They hooked or shot birds at
sea and collected eggs, chicks and breeding adults
during visits to breeding islands. Birds were taken
for the pot but also for fun, and parts were taken
home as souvenir. Skins were used for feather rugs
and muffs, legs and feet for tobacco pouches, wing
bones as pipe stems and beaks as paperclips
(Alexander 1955, Jameson 1958, Medway 1998).
Many of the albatross skulls in Dutch museums
and private collections have a history as souvenir,
some with documentation, many without. Warham
(1990) comments that many museum specimens
from VOC times have small nicks in the cutting
edge of the bill tip (at the inside of the hooked part)
made by the sailors” catching device: a sharp met-
al open triangle baited with fat that was towed be-
hind the ship on a line (Jones 1936). Apparently,
several birds caught were kept alive and shipped
back to Europe. Some ended up in market places;
others probably escaped or were discarded, dead
or alive. Bourne (1967) pointed out that many
records of Diomedea albatrosses in Europe con-
cern birds found near major harbours and argued
that the majority of these, if not all, were likely
brought in by man. Good examples are the records
of Antwerpen, Antwerpen, Belgium; Blankenberge,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium; Dieppe, Seine-Mari-
time, France; and London, England (see below and
table 2). The Wandering Albatross from Morocco
in 1885 fits this pattern as well, as it was found
along the major shipping route to Europe.
Alexander (1955) suggested that the habit of catch-
ing albatrosses alive died out with the introduction
of the faster steam ships. Since then, however,
Diomedea albatrosses have still been found or
seen in European waters. Of the very few birds that
were reported alive at sea, none were accompa-
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TABLE 2 Reports of Diomedea albatrosses in Europe and north-western Africa. Note that most ‘exulans’ should be
regarded as Diomedea species (at best: Bauer & Glutz von Blotzheim (1966) state that old records of albatrosses were
often referred to as D exulans, regardless of species). Note also that the first record is probably false and that most
others, with the exceptions of the preserved Sicilian bird and the preserved bones from Morocco, Blankenberge,

London and Amsterdam, must be considered ‘inadequately described’ by today’s standards.

(exulans) November 1758 Etang de Killing of three individuals on inland lake (Letacq 1897) (im-
Chaumont, Orne, | probable)
France
exulans 1764 Norway or Bourne (1967)
Denmark
exulans November c 1830 | Dieppe, Seine- Killed or obtained (?) by customs official (Bourne 1967)
Maritime, France
exulans September 1833 Antwerpen, Killed with oars by fishermen off Antwerpen. Possibly same bird
Belgium, as the one reported from Dieppe, France (Mayaud et al 1936,
Bourne 1967, Lippens & Wille 1972)
exulans 1868 Borkum, Germany | Single wing ‘supposedly washed ashore’ (Bauer & Glutz von
Blotzheim 1966)
exulans pre-1880 Tenerife, Canary One bird in company of giant petrel Macronectes sp (Bourne
Islands 1967)
exulans 1885 Morocco Capture of D exulans on coast, later wrongfully assigned to ep-
omophora. Skull in collection AMNH, New York, USA (Vaucher
& Vaucher 1915, Hartert 1923, Bourne 1967)
exulans 27 April 1887 Blankenberge, Captured and clubbed to death on breakwater. Skull in col-
West-Vlaanderen, | lection Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels,
Belgium Belgium (Dupond 1943, Jacobs & Dirkx 1945, Lippens & Wille
1972, 1986)
exulans c 1891 llford, Essex, Find of ulna. Earlier invalidly assigned to late Pleistocene
England Phoebastria (Diomedea) anglica (Harrison & Walker 1978)
exulans c 1900 Hull, Yorkshire, Head found in shop of dealer in live stock and curiosa, which
England was taken from intact but decomposing bird washed ashore
there ¢ 30 years before (Jones 1936)
exulans 18 July1894 20 nm off Orkney | Juvenile, ship follower (Bourne 1992)
exulans December 1909 London, England | One specimen hanging and dripping blood among turkeys in
Leadenhall Market, London (Bourne 1967)
exulans c 1912 Fischen, Emaciated but live bird, ended up in collection of a Dr Francke
Ammersee, but has since been lost (Wiist 1982); possibly different species
Bayern, Germany | (Bauer & Glutz von Blotzheim 1966)
dabbenena | 4 October 1957 Palermo, Sicily, Immature male, crashed by wind sheer on coastal road, cap-
Italy tured and killed by passing motorist (Orlando 1958)
exulans 18 October 1963 | 80 km off south- Immature, observed following HMS Protector (Bourne 1966)
western Portugal
exulans? September 1969 Morocco Possible wandering albatross (Harrop 1994, citing M Thevenot
(pers comm) without further details; correspondence has been
lost)
exulans 19 October 1977 | Amsterdam, Find of bill, excavated from former harbour front (this paper)
Noord-Holland,
Netherlands
exulans/ July or August Off Sumburgh Sighting by Sarah Wanless (pers comm)
epomophora | 1990 Head, Shetland,
Scotland
exulans/ 7 October 1991 North Sea, 20 Two birds flying together, sighted from seabirds survey plane
epomophora km off Holland, (Baptist & Wolf 1991)
Netherlands
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FIGURE 6 Wandering Albatross / Grote Albatros Diomedea exulans, found at Moroccan west coast, around 1885
(Peg Hart/American Museum of Natural History, New York)

nied by ‘hard evidence’ such as photographs (table
2). There is only one indisputable case, of a
Diomedea crashing on a coastal road near Palermo,
Sicily, Italy, where it was killed by a passing motor-
ist. This is the only case of a bird that has properly
been described, photographed and preserved
(Orlando 1958; see below).

Of the 19 European records, reports and claims
of Diomedea albatrosses in the Western Palearctic
that we could trace (table 2), very few stem from
their natural environment, the open sea. Bourne
(1967, 1992) considers that only the birds seen off
Orkney, Scotland, in 1894, on Sicily, Italy, in 1957
and off Portugal in 1963 might be genuine records
of wild birds. Since then, two intriguing but un-
confirmed sightings have been made by profes-
sional marine ornithologists (one off Sumburgh
Head, Shetland, Scotland, in August 1990 and
one concerning two birds off the Dutch coast in
October 1991). Another bird was reputedly seen
at sea off Morocco in September 1969 (Harrop
1994) but the documentation concerning this
sighting has been lost (Hugh Harrop in litt). None
of these last three records was forwarded to the
appropriate rarities committee, however, and
these were thus not further considered for the
Western Palearctic list. Of only four birds, exclud-
ing the mandible found in Amsterdam, hard evi-
dence (ie, bones) has been preserved; these are
discussed in more detail below.

Morocco, c 1885

Around 1885, an albatross skull was ‘obtained
from an Arab’ (Vaucher & Vaucher 1917). It was
presumably caught and killed on the Moroccan
west coast and first identified as D exulans but

later considered to be D epomophora by Hartert
& Jourdain (1923), and mentioned as such by
Bauer & Glutz von Blotzheim (1966) and Cramp
& Simmons (1977). Hartert & Jourdain (1923) had
doubts about its origin and considered its occur-
rence ‘most unexpected, but not impossible’. The
skull was kept in the Vaucher collection in Tanger,
Morocco, and was later donated to the Natural
History Museum in Tring, England (Heim de
Balsac & Mayaud 1962). Today, it is kept in the
American Museum of Natural History, New York,
USA (AMNH526798). At our request, photographs
of this specimen were e-mailed (figure 6) and
since the ramphotheca is present we could con-
firm the identification as D exulans by bill, tube
shape characteristics and coloration (no black
cutting edge). Culmen (161.9 mm) and bill width
(42.4 mm) also identify this bird as exulans and
not epomophora; see figure 5). The cranium shows
a series of cracks which may confirm a violent
death and the inner bill-tip shows a nick such as
mentioned by Warham (1990).

London, England, c 1891

A single ulna was found ‘near the port of London’
in c 1891. This specimen was first identified as
D exulans but later as a possible late Pleistocene
Phoebastria (Diomedea) anglica. Later again, this
was corrected by Harrison & Walker (1978b) as a
bone of a modern Wandering Albatross (sensu
lato).

Blankenberge, Belgium, April 1887

Dubois (1890), cited by Bourne (1967), first men-
tioned a ‘great albatross’ that was found and
clubbed to death on a breakwater at the seaport of
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FIGURE 7 Wandering Albatross / Grote Albatros Diomedea exulans, found at Blankenberge, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium, on 27 April 1887 (Ceorge Lenglet/Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussel)

Blankenberge on 27 April 1887. The story goes
that the bird was eaten by the port warden’s family
but that the head was kept, although it only just
escaped being eaten by a cat or by rats (Jacobs &
Dirkx 1945). The head ended up in the collection
of a small zoo in Gent, Oost-Vlaanderen. When
this zoo went out of business, the head was ac-
quired by the count De Hemptinne for his private
collection. Shortly after the count’s death in
September 1942, Dupond (1943) visited the
count’s widow to verify the find. He found the
head in a poor state (‘badly eaten by mites’). De
Hemptinne’s collection was transferred to baron
P de Moffarts, who donated it in May 1958 to the
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences in
Brussels where it is still kept (KBIN 54107) (figure
7). The bird can be identified as exulans, with a
culmen of 164.8 mm and a bill width of 44.4 mm
(figure 5). The bill is nicked at the cutting edge of
the inner hook.

Sicily, Italy, October 1957

On 4 October 1957, Guagliardo Gaetano, driving
along the coastal road from Palermo to Termini
Imerese, Sicily, noticed a very large bird that was
brought down by a gust of wind. He got out of his
car, killed it and took it to the local hunters club.
The bird was photographed, measured and stuffed
and identified as D exulans. Orlando (1958) no-
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ticed that with a culmen length of 150 mm this
bird could be a dabbenena but he dismissed this
taxon as being too unlikely. However, the bill
width of this bird was ¢39 mm (taken from
Orlando 1958, figure 4) and this puts it clearly in
the dabbenena realm (figure 5).

In addition to the collected birds or bones, two
live offshore sightings and one sighting from the
shore may be considered credible, although they
all lack good evidence. John Harvie-Brown re-
ported an immature albatross (‘brown and mot-
tled plumage on the back; this bird was no gan-
net’) following a ship for hours, ¢ 20 nautical
miles off Orkney, Scotland, on 18 July 1894. He
saw the bird as close as 200-300 m with Northern
Gannets in all plumages around, and noted
‘a heavy thick and short” (2!) bill. A second young
(brown) ‘exulans’ was seen following a ship for
four hours on 18 October 1963, ¢ 50 nautical
miles off south-western Portugal. It was described
as ‘larger than Gannets and Black-backed Gulls
and brown all over with white cheeks and under-
wings, a pale cream bill, and light brown legs;
there seems little room for error’ (Bourne 1966,
1967). Finally, Sarah Wanless (pers comm) saw a
‘great albatross’ off Sumburgh Head, Shetland, in
July or August 1990 but since she could not iden-
tify the bird to species, she never submitted it.
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Discussion

The Sicilian record is possibly the only proven,
genuine case of a vagrant Diomedea albatross in
Europe (Bourne 1967, 1992), if one assumes that
this bird entered the Mediterranean unassisted,
only to crash into Sicily later. The Moroccan
record from 1885, relatively close to the western
entrance to the Mediterranean Sea from an alba-
tross point of view, provides little support for the
idea that birds may regularly stray (far) north of the
equator. This bird was caught alive at the shore
and killed on the spot, as was the Sicilian bird.
However, a nick in the inner bill tip hints at an
earlier, live capture by sailors in the southern
hemisphere prior to a release later (cf Jones 1936,
Warham 1990) and it probably did not reach
Morocco unaided. Another report from Morocco
concerns an unconfirmed and undocumented
sighting in 1969 and carries little weight. The three
other cases for which proof exists in the form of
preserved bones (including the Amsterdam find)
all stem from European seaports and therefore
these birds probably all came ship-assisted.
Further evidence for this hypothesis is provided by
the nick in the bill of the Belgian bird. Lippens
(1954), Lippens & Wille (1972, 1986), Bourne
(1967, 1992) and Harrison & Walker (1978b) all
proposed that the birds from Blankenberge,
Morocco and London did not fly to the Western
Palearctic but were somehow carried, and the
same is most likely true for the Amsterdam bird.
These four cases also have in common that they
were found (or presumably were deposited) be-
fore 1900, in the era of sailing. In all likelihood,
therefore, most if not all of the pre-1900 birds
were brought to the Western Palearctic by ocean
going ships and were either lost or discarded
along the way or in the port of destination.

The bill fragment found in Amsterdam fits in
with the larger set of pre-1900 cases of Diomedea
albatrosses dotted along the north-western African
and European coasts (table 2). Furthermore, given
that the chances of finding an albatross bill in the
harbour of Amsterdam from a straggler that had
arrived by its own power are remote, the
Amsterdam bill most likely belonged to a bird that
was captured and brought to Amsterdam by a
sailor or ship passenger before 1876, the year in
which the old harbour front was filled up.
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the past centuries and old shipping routes across
the world’s oceans; and to Hein van Grouw
(National Museum of Natural History Naturalis,
Leiden), Tineke Prins and Kees Rooselaar (Zoo-
logical Museum Amsterdam), Wietske Prummel
(Bio-archaeological Institute Groningen) and
Gerard van den Brink who kindly let us study the
albatross skulls and skins in their collections. Judy
White (Natural History Museum, Tring) kindly
measured the albatrosses in the Tring collection
for us and Peg Hart and Paul Sweet (American
Museum of Natural History, New York) helped
tracing the Moroccan bird and Peg provided the
photograph of this specimen. Museums all over
the world have allowed CJRR to take measure-
ments of the albatrosses in their collections, a se-
lection of which, with adequate provenance, are
used here: Natural History Museum (Tring,
England), American Museum of Natural History
(New York, USA), Muséum National d’Histoire
Naturelle (Paris, France), National Museum of
Natural History, Smithsonian Museum (Washing-
ton, USA), Senckenberg Forschungsinstitut und
Naturmuseum (Frankfurt am Main, Germany),
Peabody Museum of Natural History (Yale Uni-
versity, New Haven, USA), Museum fiir Natur-
kunde (Berlin, Germany), Zoological Museum of
the University of Copenhagen (Copenhagen,
Denmark), Naturhistorisches Museum (Wien,
Austria), Zoologisk Museum (Oslo, Norway),
Swedish Museum of Natural History (Stockholm,
Sweden), Transvaal Museum (Pretoria, South
Africa), Museum of Victoria (Melbourne, Australia),
Albany Museum (Grahamstown, South Africa),
Natural Science Museum (Durban, South Africa),
La Plata Natural Science Museum (Buenos Aires,
Argentina), Zoological Museum (Amsterdam,
Netherlands), National Museum of Natural History
Naturalis (Leiden, Netherlands), Estacién Biolégica
de Donana (Sevilla, Spain), Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia (Philadelphia, USA),
Zoological Museum, Lomonosov State University
(Moscow, Russia) and National Museum of
Scotland (Edinburgh, Scotland). Scott Shaffer
(Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of
California, Santa Cruz) sent us the original meas-
urements of the ‘wandering albatrosses’ of
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Possession Island to be included in table 1; like-
wise, Richard Cuthbert (Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds) sent us his measurements of
Tristan Albatrosses and included measurements
taken by Richard Philips of South Georgian birds.
Robert Brasseur, the current count (Xavier) de
Hemptinne, Dominick Verschelde (Zoology
Museum, Gent University, Belgium) and Georges
Lenglet (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural
Sciences, Brussel, Belgium) helped finding the
Blankenberge head and George Lenglet kindly
took photographs and the necessary measure-
ments. Eric Pasquet and Marie Portas (Muséum
National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris) kindly made
the amsterdamensis type specimen available to us
and chased several probable collected amsterda-
mensis. Carl Gustaf Lundin and Katja Philippart
measured the amsterdamensis type skull in Paris.
Erik Wijnker kindly allowed us to use the photo-
graph of the fossil Phoebastria bill-tip (figure 3).
Thanks also go to Peter Stalleger who provided us
with the original text about the supposed killing of
three albatrosses on a pond in Normandy, France,
and to Robert Brasseur who translated this paper
for us. Guido Keijl and Roy Kleukers translated the
Italian paper on the Tristan Albatross crashing on
Sicily. Sebastian Werner of the Landesbund fiir
Vogelschutz in Bayern, Germany, was very helpful
in trying to find remains of the alleged wanderer
of the Ammersee, Bayern (table 2). Nils van
Duivendijk and Roland van der Vliet (CDNA)
searched the CDNA archive to unearth details on
several of the Dutch albatross claims. Finally,
Hans van der Plicht (Center for Isotope Research,
Groningen University & Faculty of Archaeology,
Leiden University) and Jan de Leeuw (Royal
Netherlands Institute for Sea Research) advised us
on the (im)possibilities of C14 dating and Peter de
Knijff (Forensic Laboratory for DNA Research,
Leiden University Medical Center) and Judith van
Bleijswijk (Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea
Research) advised us on ancient-DNA analyses.

Samenvatting

ARCHEOLOGISCHE VONDST VAN ALBATROSSNAVEL IN AMSTERDAM
EN WP-GEVALLEN VAN DIOMEDEA-ALBATROSSEN In oktober
1977 werd bij graafwerkzaamheden voor een nieuwe
metrolijn in Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, een deel van
een albatrossnavel gevonden op een diepte van ¢ 5 m.
De locatie, schuin tegenover het Centraal Station is een
oude havenbodem van het 1] aan de voet van het voor-
malige bolwerk Camperhooft. Ten tijde van de
Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie (VOC) en de vroe-
ge stoomvaart was dit het centrum van de Nederlandse
handelsvaart. In 1876 werd de locatie volgestort met
stads- en scheepsafval en afgedekt met zand voor de
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aanleg van onder andere het Centraal Station. De snavel
bevindt zich in de collectie van de Dienst Monumenten
& Archeologie van de gemeente Amsterdam en werd
aanvankelijk gelabeld als ‘grote meeuw’. Expositie van
deze snavel, bijna 30 jaar later, vormde de aanleiding
tot nader onderzoek naar de identiteit en mogelijke her-
komst. Vergelijking met skeletmateriaal uit diverse col-
lecties en van verschillende vogelsoorten toonde aan
dat het om een bovensnavel van een van de ‘grote alba-
trossen” Diomedea gaat. Andere albatrossoorten konden
worden uitgesloten, evenals een paleontologische
vondst. De datering is problematisch omdat een ondui-
delijke bodemstratificatie onvoldoende aanknopings-
punten biedt door een mix van materiaal uit verschil-
lende periodes. Datering met behulp van C14 is onbe-
trouwbaar vanwege het ‘Mariene Reservoireffect’ dat
afwijkingen tot 400 jaar met zich meebrengt bij dit soort
materiaal. Op grond van de bekende gegevens is gecon-
cludeerd dat snavel tussen de 15e en de 19e eeuw op de
vindplaats terecht is gekomen.

Voor een goede determinatie biedt een bovensnavel
zonder hoornlaag beperkte mogelijkheden tot biometri-
sche vergelijking. Om toch tot een nadere identificatie
te komen zijn van alle Diomedea-taxa van bekende her-
komst de snavelmaten (culmenlengte en breedte aan de
basis) met elkaar vergeleken (waarbij een taxonomie
met zeven Diomedea-soorten wordt gehanteerd: vijf
‘wandering’ en twee ‘royal’). De Amsterdamse snavel
blijkt precies in het overlapgebied te vallen van meer-
dere soorten. Een nauwkeurige determinatie is daarom
niet mogelijk. Alleen Zuidelijke Koningsalbatros D epo-
mophora valt met zekerheid af. Statistische analyse wijst
een vrouwtje Noordelijke Koningsalbatros D sanfordi
als meest waarschijnlijke kandidaat aan, maar ook Grote
Albatros D exulans en Tristanalbatros D dabbenena zijn
goede kandidaten, terwijl nog drie andere soorten, in-
clusief Amsterdameilandalbatros D amsterdamensis tot
de mogelijkheden behoren. In de toekomst, wanneer
technieken om ‘oud’ DNA te onderzoeken zijn verbe-
terd, biedt een DNA-analyse wellicht een sluitende de-
terminatie.

Om de vondst in een historische context te plaatsen is
een overzicht gemaakt van gevallen en meldingen uit
Europa en Noordwest-Afrika en is gekeken naar de ge-
schiedenis van de Amsterdamse haven, de scheepvaart
in de onderhavige periode en de interacties tussen zee-
lieden en albatrossen. Sinds een vorig overzicht (Bourne
1967, 1992) zijn enkele nieuwe gevallen bekend ge-
worden en een eerder gemist geval werd ontdekt (Hull).
De beschrijvingen van de oude gevallen zijn waar mo-
gelijk geverifieerd. Hierbij is van twee vogels waarvan
de snavel bewaard is gebleven (Marokko en Blanken-
berge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgié) de identiteit vastgesteld
op grond van biometrisch onderzoek en uiterlijke ken-
merken. Beide bleken echter een beschadiging aan de
snavelpunt te vertonen die erop wijst dat ze met een
haak zijn gevangen. Een dergelijke beschadiging is af-
wezig bij de vogel (dabbenena) die op 4 oktober 1957
op Sicilié, Italié, werd verzameld.

Van een groot deel van de gevallen mag op grond van
vindplaats en omstandigheden worden aangenomen dat
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zeevarenden de hand hebben gehad in de verschijning
op het Noordelijk Halfrond. De scheepsbewegingen uit
de VOC-tijd en later voerden langs vrijwel alle broed-
plaatsen van ‘grote albatrossen’ en het vangen en doden
van albatrossen kwam veelvuldig voor. Daarom is het
waarschijnlijk dat ook de Amsterdamse albatros niet op
eigen kracht Nederland heeft bereikt.
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Kumliens Meeuw op Terschelling

in januari 2005

Martijn Bunskoek, Enno B Ebels & Rik Winters

Eind januari 2005 verbleef ik (Martijn Bunskoek)
enkele dagen bij een huisgenoot en zijn ou-
ders te West aan Zee op Terschelling, Friesland.
Op 30 januari rond 11:00 liep ik na een ver-
regende ochtend naar het Noordzeestrand ter
hoogte van paal 8. Het zicht was een stuk beter
dan eerder op de dag en op zee zwommen en
vlogen verschillende aardige soorten. Rond 12:00
werd het rustiger op zee en verlegde ik de aan-
dacht naar de vele Stormmeeuwen Larus canus,
Zilvermeeuwen [ argentatus en Grote Mantel-
meeuwen L marinus op het strand. Al snel zag ik
een eigenaardig bleek gekleurde meeuw en dacht
meteen aan een burgemeester L glaucoides/
hyperboreus hoewel ik hem wel wat apart vond
overkomen. Aangezien ik op Schiermonnikoog,
Friesland, wel eens een leucistische meeuw had
gezien (cf Edelaar 2008), leek mij dat de meest
waarschijnlijke determinatie. Omdat er voort-
durend jeeps op het strand rondreden en er vrij
veel mensen liepen vlogen de meeuwen vaak op.
Daarom daalde ik snel af naar het strand om de
vogel te fotograferen. Wat opviel waren het iets
kleinere formaat, kleinere snavel en lichtere man-
telkleur in vergelijking met de eromheen staande
Zilvermeeuwen, de rommelige witte tertials —
waardoor ik aan een leucistische vogel dacht —en
het donker overkomende oog. Ik was hem tot op
c 100 m genaderd en had al een paar ‘record
shots’” genomen maar was nog niet tevreden. Toen
zag ik van links een ruiter te paard en van rechts
de zoveelste jeep naderen, een garantie dat de
meeuwen weer zouden opvliegen. Zo snel als ik
kon liep ik naar de vogel toe en nam op een af-
stand van 15-20 m meerdere foto’s. Toen vloog hij
op en landde enkele 100-en meters verderop. Ik
had voldoende foto’s gemaakt en staakte de ach-
tervolging. Even later zag ik mijn huisgenoot met
zijn ouders naderen en ik kon hen die ‘rare
meeuw’ aanwijzen. Terug in het huisje bestudeer-
de ik de foto’s; met alleen de ANWB-gids (Svensson
et al 2002) bij de hand kwam ik er niet echt uit
maar de beschrijving van Kumliens Meeuw L g
kumlieni vertoonde de meeste overeenkomsten
met de zojuist gefotografeerde meeuw... De vol-
gende ochtend was ik weer thuis en mailde ik zo
snel mogelijk enkele foto’s naar andere vogelaars.

[Dutch Birding 31: 17-19, 2009]

Het mailtje belandde diezelfde dag nog bij Bruce
Mactavish in Newfoundland, Canada. BM rea-
geerde snel en ondersteunde de determinatie als
Kumliens Meeuw (Bunskoek 2005).

Beschrijving

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op foto’s (cf Dutch
Birding 27: 153, plaat 193-195, 2005) en aante-
keningen van MB.

GROOTTE&BOUW Formaatietskleinerdan Zilvermeeuw,
snavel iets kleiner, korter en minder dik dan bij
Zilvermeeuw, waarmee direct te vergelijken. In zijaan-
zichtkop duidelijk kleiner en ronder danbij Zilvermeeuw.
Vleugelpunt ver voorbij staart stekend; in zit zeker vijf
handpennen voorbij staartpunt stekend. Tibia vrij kort.
KOP Overwegend licht (vuilwit) met wat donkerdere
bruine streping rond oog en op achterkop.
BOVENDELEN Schouder en mantel lichtgrijs, lichter dan
bij aanwezige adulte Zilvermeeuwen, met vage bruine
en witachtige tekening. Stuit licht met vage bruine leng-
testreping.

ONDERDELEN Overwegend vuilwit met lichte bruine
streping op zijhals en op buik en anaalstreek.

VLEUGEL Dekveren lichtbruin. Tertials vrijwel geheel
wit. Arm- en handpennen licht bruingrijs met smalle
lichte veerranden. Handpennen ook met smalle lichte
top.

STAART Bovenstaart bleek grijsbruin; elke staartpen met
iets lichtere randen dan centrum. Onderstaart in veld
niet gezien en ook niet op foto’s zichtbaar.

NAAKTE DELEN Iris donker. Snavel vleeskleurig met bre-
de zwarte punt. Poot vleeskleurig.

RUI & SLEET Geen actieve rui of opmerkelijke sleet waar-
genomen of zichtbaar op foto’s.

Determinatie en leeftijd

De combinatie van bijna egaal grijze mantelveren
met bruingrijze staart en vleugels duiden op een
tweede winter of (vertraagde) derde winter ‘grote
meeuw’ en sluiten de mogelijkheid van een leu-
cistische vogel uit. Eerste-winter ‘grote meeuwen’
hebben altijd bruinere bovendelen; de bruine tint
op de binnenste handpennen (zichtbaar in vlucht)
bij de vogel van Terschelling sluit bovendien een
vertraagde derde winter uit, die daar meer adult-
achtige kleur en tekening heeft. Het formaat en de
structuur passen goed op Kleine Burgemeester
L glaucoides maar de grijsbruine tekening op de
staart en handpennen past niet op nominaat L g
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1-6 Kumliens Meeuw / Kumlien’s Gull Larus glaucoides kumlieni, tweede-winter, West aan Zee, Terschelling,
Friesland, 30 januari 2005 (Martijn Bunskoek)




glaucoides en is kenmerkend voor Kumliens
Meeuw. Vergeleken met de nominaat oogde de
vogel iets forser, met een iets stevigere snavel; dit
is indicatief voor Kumliens. De belangrijkste te
verwarren soort is Thayers Meeuw L thayeri. Die
soort heeft in alle kleden echter donkerdere hand-
pennen (met zwartbruine buitenvlaggen die con-
trasteren met bleke binnenvlaggen) en in tweede
winterkleed doorgaans meer donkere tekening op
de tertials. Verder is de armpenbaan iets donker-
der dan bij Kumliens en is het formaat iets forser
met een wat langere snavel (Olsen & Larsson
2004, Howell & Dunn 2007). De enige beschre-
ven hybride die voor verwarring zou kunnen zor-
gen is die tussen Thayers en Kumliens. Deze heeft
doorgaans kenmerken die tussen beide taxa in lig-
gen, wat met name bij donkere Kumliens een ze-
kere determinatie kan bemoeilijken. Hybriden
tussen Zilvermeeuw en Grote Burgemeester ko-
men vaker voor, maar zulke vogels zijn groter en
minder fijn gebouwd en verschillen daarnaast in
kleedkenmerken. De vogel van Terschelling laat
geen kenmerken zien die duiden op een hybride.

Taxonomie

De taxonomie van Kumliens Meeuw is een veel-
besproken onderwerp. Adriaens (2008) gaf een
goed overzicht van de discussiepunten. Alhoewel
veel nog onbekend is lijken er voor de vaak aan-
gehaalde hypothese dat Kumliens Meeuw een hy-
bride-populatie is van Kleine Burgemeester en
Thayers Meeuw geen goede argumenten te be-
staan; het taxon is wellicht ooit ontstaan door hy-
bridisatie, maar lijkt zich nu als een stabiele, zich-
zelf in stand houdende populatie te gedragen. Op
basis van de huidige kennis wordt Kumliens als
ondersoort van Kleine Burgemeester beschouwd.

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Kumliens Meeuw broedt in Noordoost-Canada,
voornamelijk op het zuidelijke deel van Baffin
Island. De meeste exemplaren overwinteren in de
Golf van St Lawrence en in Newfoundland, met
kleinere aantallen in New Brunswick en New

Kumliens Meeuw op Terschelling in januari 2005

England en elders in Noord-Amerika. Aan de
westkust van de VS is het een regelmatige dwaal-
gast. In Europa wordt Kumliens alleen regelmatig
gezien op de FaerGer eilanden (met een influx van
38 adulte en een onbekend aantal onvolwassen
exemplaren in de winter van 1982/83) en in
lerland, lJsland en Schotland en in veel kleinere
aantallen zuidelijker in Brittannié. Verder naar het
oosten en zuiden is de ondersoort beduidend
zeldzamer en tot en met 2007 zijn alleen uit
Noorwegen (enkele), Zweden (twee) en Frankrijk
(één) waarnemingen bekend (Olsen & Larsson
2004). Uit het zuidelijke Noordzeegebied waren
nog geen eerdere waarnemingen bekend. De
waarneming op Terschelling is aanvaard door de
Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna
(CDNA) en betreft de eerste Kumliens Meeuw
voor Nederland. De eerste voor Belgié werd in ja-
nuari 2008 waargenomen en betrof een adult
exemplaar (Adriaens 2008).

Summary

KUMLIEN’S GULL ON TERSCHELLING IN JANUARY 2005 On 30
January 2005, a second-winter Kumlien’s Gull Larus
glaucoides kumlieni was observed and photographed on
the beach at West aan Zee, Terschelling, Friesland, the
Netherlands. This is the first record of this taxon for the
Netherlands and for the southern North Sea region; the
second was an adult in Belgium in January 2008.
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‘Southern skua’ off La Palma,
Canary Islands, in October 2005

Edwin Winkel

n early October 2005, my wife and | spent a

week on La Palma, Canary Islands, for a short
break and some birdwatching. On 6 October, we
boarded the Fancy 2, a vessel that offers wildlife
cruises off the west coast of the island. This trip
mainly focused on marine mammals but | also
hoped for pelagic birds. We left Tazacorte at
¢ 11:00 and met a calm ocean and cloudless sky.
Seemingly not the ideal circumstances for storm
petrels, shearwaters or even marine mammals (as
the captain said...), but we were proven wrong.
Within 15 min, we were literally surrounded by
100s of Cory’s Shearwaters Calonectris borealis
and 10s of dolphins and turtles. The boat slowly
moved south and ¢ 1 h later, ¢ 3 km off Puerto
Naos, | was still busy taking photographs of all the
wildlife around us. Suddenly, | saw a dark bird
approaching from the north, coming towards the
stern of the ship in a straight line. | quickly changed
my camera settings and took ¢ 10 photographs of
the bird which was checking us from ¢ 10 m high.
After it passed the bow, it turned left and circled
above the ship a couple of times. lIts flight was
calm and very steady and after a while it con-
tinued its way south. | recognized the bird as a
large skua Stercorarius and | warned other people
on board. Most of them paid some attention to the
bird but unfortunately there were no birders
amongst them and they believed my story that is
was probably a Great Skua S skua, passing us on
its way to its wintering grounds. Since Great is not
too common in Canary Islands waters, | was very
happy with the photographic opportunities that it
had offered. | did not check the photographs
straight away because there was still too much go-
ing on around the ship. About 1 h later, when we
were approaching Las Indias, | suddenly saw the
bird again. It was resting on the ocean, c 400 m to
the west. The captain was willing to go for it and
approached it very carefully to give me a photo-
graphic opportunity. When we were ¢ 20 m from
the skua, it flew and disappeared slowly but stead-
ily to the south.

That evening, | checked my 100s of photographs
and when | came to the skua | promptly realized it
was unusual. It showed a pale and ‘smooth” under-
side strongly contrasting with the blackish under-
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wings. It also had a relatively long tail and nar-
rower looking wings. And where were the yellow-
ish streaks that are so typical of adult Great Skua or
the warm reddish-brown tones in case it was a
juvenile? Then I took the Dutch edition of Svensson
et al (2002) and, after seeing the only available
illustration, | knew that my bird was probably not
a Great but more likely a South Polar Skua
S maccormicki. The illustrated underparts matched
perfectly with my photographs from the bird seen
that day! Next day, when | was back home in the
Netherlands, | immediately sent out some photo-
graphs to get support for my identification.

Description

The following description is based on the photo-
graphs (cf Dutch Birding 27: 407, plate 491-492,
2005) and my own field observations.

SIZE & STRUCTURE Jizz like Pomarine Skua S pomarinus
or ‘friendly-looking” Great Skua with smaller head and
bill, narrower wing and slightly longer tail (more wedge
shaped) than Great. Appearing less bulky than Great.
HEAD Hindneck and sideneck showing thin yellow
shaft-streaks.

UPPERPARTS Predominantly dark and uniform without
warm tones and coarse spotting of Great Skua.
UNDERPARTS Smooth greyish-brown.

WING Underwings blackish, contrasting strongly with
underparts and head and neck.

BARE PARTS Bill shape varying depending on photograph
(angle) and individual perception. From underneath ap-
pearing relatively long and narrow. From above and
aside, appearing slightly heavier and thick with longer
gonys. Bill, leg and foot dark.

SOUND Not heard.

BEHAVIOUR Patrolling in search for food or activities.
Later resting on the ocean surface. Appearing healthy and
showing no signs of weakness or sickness. Always alone.
MOULT Plumage fresh with nearly completed moult,
with only outer primary (p10) still growing.

Identification

After consulting many people | concluded that the
Palma bird must be a skua from the southern hemi-
sphere (‘southern skua’), based on, eg, Cramp &
Simmons (1983), Furness (1987), Gantlett & Har-
rap (1992), Lansdown (1993), Jiguet (1997),
Newell et al (1997), Olsen & Larsson (1997) and
Bearhop et al (1998).

[Dutch Birding 31: 20-23, 2009]
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The identification as one of the large Stercorarius
species (the skuas) was straightforward, based on
the large size (too large for a jaeger), heavy pos-
ture, predominantly dark plumage, plain dark un-
derwing and extensive white wing flashes.

The most important characters for the identifi-
cation as ‘southern skua’ is the fact that the bird
was in fresh plumage in early October, with p10
still growing, as is visible in the photographs (Steve
Howell in litt). This fits the moult pattern of South
Polar Skua S maccormicki, because this species
finishes the primary moult between July and
October. Great Skua, on the other hand, has a
nearly opposite moult and finishes its primary
moult between January and April and can there-
fore be excluded, especially since the supporting
characters in morphology fit South Polar much
better than Great. Supporting characters for South
Polar are the smooth brown-grey underparts
strongly contrasting with the dark (blackish) un-
derwing-coverts and the absence of the streaks
and reddish tones typical for Great. In addition,
the structural characters (smaller head and bill,
narrower wing and slightly longer, more wedge-
shaped tail) support the identification as South
Polar. Brown Skua § antarcticus shows a similar
moult pattern as South Polar but is less likely be-
cause it shows a much thicker and stronger hooked
bill. In conclusion, the La Palma bird most prob-

ably was a South Polar but Brown could not be
excluded with certainty. The big problem now-
adays is that it is uncertain what Brown actually
looks like (Klaus Malling Olsen pers comm)! In
favour of South Polar is the fact that the majority of
juvenile and immature birds of this species winter
in the northern hemisphere. Brown, on the other
hand, appears much less inclined to cross the
equator (del Hoyo et al 1996).

My identification was later confirmed by the
Spanish Rarities Committee based on the argu-
ments given above (Ricard Gutiérrez in litt) and
the bird has been accepted as the first ‘South
Polar/Brown Skua’ (or ‘southern skua’) for the
Canary Islands and Spain (Dies & Comité de
Rarezas de la SEO 2007).

Distribution and occurrence

South Polar Skua is a monotypic species and
breeds around the coast of Antarctica between
October and February. After breeding, adults
probably stay close to their breeding grounds.
Juveniles and immatures, on the other hand, are
long-distance migrants and perform a clockwise
movement in the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean. In
the Pacific Ocean, it is a common visitor along the
coasts of Japan, and the west coast of Canada, the
USA and Mexico. In the Atlantic Ocean, South
Polar Skua is much scarcer. There are several

7 South Polar/Brown Skua / Zuidpooljager/Subantarctische Grote Jager Stercorarius maccormicki/antarcticus,
off La Palma, Canary Islands, 6 October 2005 (Edwin Winkel)
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records from Brazil, the West Indies, Newfound-
land, Canada, and Greenland (Salomonsen 1976)
but only one definite record from the eastside of
the ocean: a bird collected in the Faeroes in
September 1889. The only two other Western
Palearctic records are from Eilat, Israel (3-6 June
1983 and 28 June 1992; Shirihai 1996). The status
of a bird reported between Hurghada and Giftun
island, Egypt, on 10 June 1991 (cf Shirihai 1996)
is unclear. In addition, for Egypt, Goodman &
Meininger (1989) give five older records of ‘Great
or South Polar Skua’ during March-January 1959-
64 at Port Said and in the Gulf of Suez on 17
August 1957. Off the coast of Senegal, it is appar-
ently a regular visitor (cf Baillon & Dubois 1992,
Marr & Porter 1992).

Brown Skua is divided into three taxa: Tristan
Skua S a hamiltoni, Falkland Skua S a antarctica
and Subantarctic Skua S a lonnbergi. All popula-
tions are thought to generally stay close to their
breeding grounds but to perform some dispersal
northwards. Subantarctic, which breeds almost
circumpolar from South Georgia and Antarctica to
southern parts of New Zealand, has been recorded
regularly along the coasts of Australia, South Ame-
rica and South Africa. Subantarctic rarely crosses
the equator but there are a few reports from Kenya,
Somalia, Oman, the Maldives and India.

The occurrence of Brown Skua in the Western
Palearctic has, despite several claims (eg, in Scilly,
England, in 2001 and in Glamorgan, Wales, in
2002), not yet been proven (Moon & Carrington
2002, Votier et al 2004, 2007; cf www.surfbirds.
com/mby/Features/skua-identification.html). ~ The
two British birds have been proven by DNA re-
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search to belong to one of the skuas from the
southern hemisphere but specific identification
has not (yet) been possible. Both were first identi-
fied as Brown Skuas (Votier et al 2004) but this
was later retracted and it has been suggested that
they should be considered South Polar Skuas
(Votier et al 2007, Newell 2008).

Hybridization of South Polar Skua and Brown
Skua has been documented, further complicating
the identification of individual birds (cf Jiguet et al
1999).
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Samenvatting

‘ZUIDELIJKE GROTE JAGER” BI) LA PALMA, CANARISCHE EILANDEN,
IN OKTOBER 2005 Tijdens een pelagische tocht op 6 okto-
ber 2005 voor de westkust van La Palma, Canarische
Eilanden, maakte ik foto’s van een jager Stercorarius die
ik ter plaatse determineerde als Grote Jager S skua.
‘s Avonds, bij het bekijken en uitzoeken van de foto’s,
zag ik echter dat de egaal lichte onderzijde, zwartachtige
en relatief smalle vleugels, verhoudingsgewijs kleine kop
en snavel en licht wigvormige staart niet pasten bij deze
soort en meer van toepassing waren op Zuidpooljager
S maccormicki. Na thuiskomst in Nederland stuurde ik
foto’s op naar enkele jagerkenners. Op basis van hun be-
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vindingen kon ik concluderen dat de waargenomen ja-
ger een vogel van het zuidelijk halfrond was, hoogst-
waarschijnlijk een Zuidpooljager maar een Subantarc-
tische Grote Jager S antarcticus viel niet uit te sluiten. Het
belangrijkste argument voor het predikaat ‘zuidelijke
grote jager’ was het ruipatroon. Zowel Zuidpooljager als
Subantarctische Grote Jager voltooien de handpenrui
tussen juli en oktober, terwijl Grote Jager dat doet tussen
januari en april. Op de foto’s is te zien dat de buitenste
handpen (p10) nog groeit, wat diagnostisch is voor een
zuidelijke komaf. Aanvullende argumenten voor Zuid-
pooljager (en tegen Grote Jager) zijn het ontbreken van
roodbruine tekening op kop en bovendelen en de egaal
zwarte ondervleugel. Subantarctische Grote Jager zou
waarschijnlijk een forsere snavel tonen maar kan op ba-
sis van de huidige kennis niet met zekerheid worden uit-
gesloten; vooralsnog zijn er geen diagnostische veldken-
merken voor het onderscheiden van deze twee soorten
bekend. De meeste juveniele en onvolwassen Zuid-
pooljagers trekken ieder jaar met de klok mee over de
Stille en Atlantische Oceaan en overschrijden daarbij
ruim de evenaar. Van Subantarctische Grote Jager wordt
aangenomen dat deze grotendeels in de buurt van de
broedgebieden op het zuidelijk halfrond blijft maar er
zijn enkele meldingen verder noordelijk. De vogel van
La Palma is daarom gedetermineerd als ‘zuidelijke grote
jager’. De Spaanse zeldzaamhedencommissie heeft deze
bevinding overgenomen en de vogel van La Palma geac-
cepteerd als de eerste Zuidpooljager/Subantarctische
Grote Jager voor de Canarische Eilanden en Spanje.
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Western Palearctic list updates:
Cape Petrel

Cape Petrel Daption capense is currently on the
Western Palearctic (WP) list based on records in
Italy and Gibraltar (cf Hillcoat et al 1997). This
paper documents all known reports and records
of Cape Petrel within the WP (see table 1) and
discusses its status in this region.

Var, France, October 1844

Jaubert (1853) reported a Cape Petrel having been
shot by M Besson near Hyeres, Var, France, in
October 1844. This specimen was apparently kept
in the Marseille museum (Jaubert 1853) and has
been accepted by Mayaud (1936). Mayaud (1936)
also mentions that two have allegedly been caught
near Paris along the river Seine (c 1825, Bercy) but
this report is based only on a personal communi-
cation by M ] Verraux to Degland & Gerbe (1867).
Another report of two, in the Sarthe département
some time before 1878 (Bourne 1967, Gurney
1901), was discarded by Mayaud (1936) because
there is not enough information on these speci-
mens to ascertain that they were really collected
in France; the specimens are still housed in the
museum at Le Mans, Sarthe, today. Mayaud (1936)
did not consider that any of these reports were
likely to concern wild birds having arrived
naturally but supposed that they were brought in
captivity onboard ships. For the same reasons, the
species is currently in Category E of the French list
(cf Jiguet & CAF 2004, http://www2.mnhn.fr/
crbpo/IMG/pdf/ListePO_2007.pdf).

Gwynedd, Wales, 1879

Salter (1895) recognized a Cape Petrel specimen
in a collection at Gogerddan, Dyfed, Wales. It had
been shotin 1879 on the river Dovey in Gwynedd,
Wales, by the son of Sir Pryse. The whereabouts of
the specimen are not known. As all other British
Cape Petrel records, this record has not been in-
cluded in the British list (BOURC 2006) because
of the likelihood that the specimen had been im-
ported (Andrew Harrop in litt).

Dublin, Ireland, 30 October 1881

On 30 October 1881, William Kelly shot a bird,
flying near some pools, at Crumlin, west of Dublin,
Dublin, Ireland, which he skinned. After three
weeks he sent it to Mr Tank who made sure it was
sent to A G More who, in turn, secured it for the
Natural History Museum in Dublin where it is
probably still preserved (More 1882). After our re-
search into the whereabouts of the specimens,
Nigel Monaghan investigated the presence of
Cape Petrel specimens in the Natural History
Museum and found one (NMINH 2003.52.20)
with a general label which states ‘Cape Pigeon,
Daption capensis L., Southern Ocean’. Most likely
this is the Crumlin specimen because there are
only five Cape Petrel specimens present in the
museum and four of these were collected in
Australia and New Zealand. The fact that the bird
is mounted also implies that this is the Crumlin
specimen because a mount would suggest a ‘spe-
cial’ specimen, in this case a ‘first for Ireland’. The
four other specimens are study skins (Nigel
Monaghan in litt). Cape Petrel has not been admit-
ted to the Irish list (cf Irish Rare Birds Committee

TABLE 1 Reports and records of Cape Petrel Daption capense in the Western Palearctic / meldingen en gevallen van
Kaapse Stormvogel Daption capense in het West-Palearctische gebied

Britain (2)

1879, river Dovey, Gwynedd, Wales, collected

early December 1894, Old Harry Rocks, off Studland,
Dorset, England, collected

France (3/5)

¢ 1825, river Seine, Bercy, Paris, two, collected
October 1844, Hyeres, Var, collected

before 1878, Sarthe, two, collected

Gibraltar (1)
20 June 1979, Europa Point

Ireland (1)
30 October 1881, Crumlin, near Dublin, Dublin, col-

lected (probably preserved at Natural

Museum, Dublin)

History

Italy (2)

September 1964, off Sciacca, Agrigento, Sicily, at sea,
immature, collected (preserved in private collection
of Gino Fantin, Treviso, Veneto)

December 1977, off Cetara, Salerno, Campania, col-
lected

Netherlands (1)

between mid-August and mid-September 1930, Hoek
van Holland, Zuid-Holland, skull found (preserved at
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch  Museum  Naturalis,
Leiden, Zuid-Holland)
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11 Cape Petrel / Kaapse Stormvogel Daption capense (reportedly shot at Crumlin, near Dublin, Dublin, Ireland, on

30 October 1881), Natural History Museum of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland, 7 March 2008 (Nigel Monaghan/Natural

History Museum of Ireland) 12 Cape Petrel / Kaapse Stormvogel Daption capense, immature (collected at sea, off

Sciacca, Agrigento, Sicily, Italy, in September 1964), private collection of Gino Fantin, Treviso, Veneto, Italy, November

1973 (Bruno Massa) 13 Cape Petrel / Kaapse Stormvogel Daption capense, skull (found at Hoek van Holland, Zuid-

Holland, Netherlands, between mid August and mid September 1930), Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum/Naturalis,
Leiden, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, April 1983 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

1998) mainly because of the probability of ship
assistance (Paul Milne in litt).

Dorset, England, early December 1894

In early December 1894, reportedly, a petrel was
shot that followed a foreign steamer near the Old
Harry Rocks, off Studland, Dorset. The bird was
mounted by Thomas Cooper and he sent a photo-
graph of the mounted bird to Murray Mathew who
identified it as Cape Petrel (Mathew 1894). The
whereabouts of the specimen are not known. This
record has not been included in the British list
(BOURC 2006) for the same reason as the Welsh
1879 record.

Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands, between
mid-August and mid-September 1930

S Bakker found a skull of a petrel on the beach at
Hoek van Holland, Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands.
According to the museum label of the skull, this
occurred between mid-August and mid-September
1930. He forwarded the skull to ] J ter Pelkwijk
who brought it to E D van Oort at the Rijksmuseum
van Natuurlijke Historie (now Nationaal Natuur-
historisch Museum Naturalis (NNM)) at Leiden,
Zuid-Holland). Van Oort compared the skull with
other skulls in the collection of NNM and identi-
fied it as Cape Petrel (van Oort 1930). This record
has not been admitted to the Dutch list because of
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the policy of the CDNA that at least the month of
a record should be known to admit a record to the
Dutch list (cf van den Berg & Bosman 2001).

Sicily, Italy, September 1964

A petrel was collected at sea off Sciacca, Agrigento,
Sicily, Italy, in September 1964, in the presence of
Francesco Curreri who showed the specimen to
Bruno Massa in November 1973. BM identified
the specimen as an immature Cape Petrel (Massa
1974). The specimen is currently in the collection
of Gino Fantin in Treviso, Veneto, Italy (Giancarlo
Fracasso in litt). Cape Petrel is currently on the
Italian list on the basis of this record (Baccetti et al
2005).

Campania, Italy, December 1977

In December 1977, a Cape Petrel was collected off
Cetara, Salerno, Campania, ltaly (Milone et al
1989). The bird was mounted and photographed.
Unfortunately, the whereabouts of the specimen
and the photographs are not known (Maurizio
Fraissinet in litt). This observation has never been
submitted to the ltalian rarities committee (Gian-
carlo Fracasso in litt). It was also excluded from the
checklist of birds of Campania published in 2001
(Fraissinet et al 2001) and has only been men-
tioned as a report in Brichetti & Fracasso (2003).

Gibraltar, 20 June 1979

On 20 June 1979, Charles Perez saw a Cape Petrel
flying past at close range down to 10 m at Europa
Point, Gibraltar, Spain. It flew below the cliff of
the observatory for c three minutes and provided
excellent views (Charles Perez in litt). This record
has been accepted by both the Spanish rarities
committee (de Juana 1991) and the Gibraltar rari-
ties committee (Holliday 1990). It is currently on
the Gibraltar bird list (Garcia 2006).

Distribution and movements
Antarctic Cape Petrel D c capense breeds on ice-
free coasts of the Antarctic mainland, the Antarctic
Peninsula and islands in the Southern Ocean.
Dispersion occurs anywhere in the southern
oceans as far north as 25° S. All collected birds in
the WP concerned Antarctic Cape Petrels. Snare’s
Cape Petrel D c australe breeds on the subantarc-
tic islands off New Zealand and is more common
around New Zealand than Antarctic Cape Petrel
(del Hoyo et al 1992, Onley & Scofield 2007).
Vagrant Cape Petrels in the northern hemi-
sphere have occurred outside the WP in California
and Mexico (McCaskie 1970, Onley & Scofield
2007).
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Status

Bourne (1967) lists seven of the reports above and
a few more from the northern hemisphere. In his
final paragraph of his Cape Petrel account, he
writes ‘It seems likely that sooner or later one will
be found at sea in the north, but so far we lack
completely satisfactory records.” This statement
was made before the Sicilian and Gibraltar records
had been published. Both records are satisfactory
indeed but that still leaves the question whether
these are genuine vagrants in the WP. Interestingly,
Bourne (1992) refers to Hutton (1867) who writes
‘The same man also told me that he once took six
or seven Cape-Pigeons alive as far as the English
Channel, where, owing to a difference with the
steward, who was part-owner, he let them all fly
away.” So, in the 19th century, sailors were captur-
ing Cape Petrels and keeping them as pets. One
can only imagine the possibility that a released
Cape Petrel ended up in Britain, Ireland or
France...

In the 20th century, one must assume that Cape
Petrels were no longer held as pets but seabirds
can still end up on ships (cf Bourne 1988). The
location of the skull found on a Dutch beach in
1930 was close to Rotterdam, a major harbour
where many ships from all over the world dock.
The possibility that the bird died onboard a ship
and was thrown overboard while cleaning the
decks cannot be excluded. Of course, though,
such provenance can never be excluded in
beached birds.

The Sicilian record is remarkable since it is lo-
cated in the Mediterranean Sea. However, Italy has
a substantial number of seabird records. The most
peculiar are a record of an immature male Tristan
Albatross Diomedea dabbenena caught alive near
Palermo, Sicily, on 4 October 1957 (Orlando 1958,
Soldaat et al 2009) and a report of a Black-footed
Albatross Phoebastria nigripes which was collected
at Torre Faro, Messina, Sicily, on 10 November
1971 (Sorci et al 1972). The latter one has never
been admitted to the Italian list mainly because of
the possibility that it arrived aboard a ship (Bruno
Massa in litt). Likewise, a Jouanin’s Petrel Bulweria
fallax, another remarkable seabird record from Italy,
collected at Cimadolmo, Treviso, on 2 November
1953 has been delegated to Category D. Following
discussions between us and members of the Italian
rarities committee about the Italian reports of Cape
Petrel and other seabirds, the ltalian rarities com-
mittee has decided to remove the species from
Category A of the Italian list (Giancarlo Fracasso in
litt), a decision that will be published in the next
edition of the Italian list.



The Gibraltar record so far has the best creden-
tials of being a genuine vagrant even though, ob-
viously, one cannot rule out with certainty that it
arrived in the North Atlantic aboard a ship and
flew off when the ship approached the Strait of
Gibraltar (cf de Juana 2006). The Gibraltar rarities
committee has decided to keep the species in
Category A (Charles Perez in litt).

Conclusions

Based upon the observations of Hutton (1867) of
Cape Petrels being released in the English Channel
and the fact that they were kept as pets, we sug-
gest that all specimens collected in the WP should
be considered birds of dubious origin. This is es-
pecially true for those dating back from the 19th
century and the first decades of the 20th century,
since the practice of keeping this species as pet
has gone out of use since. For many national rari-
ties committees, ship assistance alone is not a rea-
son for not admitting a bird onto a national list.
Only if the ship-assisted bird is known to have
been restrained, fed or taken care of, the record
will be rejected. Indeed, most Nearctic vagrants
(many of which might use ships for at least a tem-
porary rest during their transatlantic voyage to
Europe) get the benefit of the doubt and are ac-
cepted. On the other hand, in some WP countries
(eg, the Netherlands), any well-documented cer-
tain ship-assisted record will be rejected.

The most recent record from Gibraltar has the
best credentials for a genuine vagrant and is ac-
cepted into Category A by the relevant national
committee. Cape Petrel thus remains on the WP
list.
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Frigatebird off Sardinia, Italy, in
1967-68 and records in
Mediterranean

Eaton et al (2005) and Bradbury et al (2008) docu-
mented an adult Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata
magnificens recovered from a field near Whit-
church, Shropshire, England, on 8 November
2005 and taken into captivity in the Chester Zoo,
where it died the next day. In their papers, they
listed records of frigatebirds in Europe and the
Western Palearctic from the literature. Considering
the little available data of Magnificent in the WP,
it seems worthwhile to recall another ‘possible’
record not mentioned by them, ie, one found in
Sardinia, Italy.

In 1967 or 1968 (the exact year is unfortunately
unknown), a recently dead male Magnificent
Frigatebird was found in a fishing net in the sea
near the peninsula of Stintino, in the gulf of the
Asinara, north-western Sardinia. The bird was ex-
amined still fresh and identified by Giuseppe
Delitala of the university of Sassari, who reported
it to me. Because it was discovered next to the
industrial port of Porto Torres, visited by many
transoceanic ships and oil tankers at that time,
and because of the species’ normal range and its
historical and recent occurrence in the Medi-
terranean, the provenance of the bird was strongly
suspected to be ship-assisted (Grussu 2001). This
record is also the first and only for this species
listed in the avifauna of Italy (Brichetti & Fracasso
2003). However, since many European rarities

committees regard Magnificent as a genuine
vagrant, | think that a reconsideration by the
Sardinian Ornithological Group and the lItalian
rarities committee would be appropriate. Unfor-
tunately, though, this individual must probably be
left unidentified as a ‘Magnificent or Ascension
Frigatebird F aquila’ because no biometric data
are available.

The Sardinian frigatebird is therefore the oldest
record of a frigatebird in the Mediterranean. The
other two concerned an unidentified frigatebird in
Camargue, Bouches-du-Rhoéne, France, on 7 Sep-
tember 1991 (probably immature; Dubois et al
2008) and a Magnificent Frigatebird at Torremoli-
nos, Malaga, Spain, in October 2000 (subadult
female; de Juana et al 2000, de Juana 2006).
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Leucistic Common Tern at
Swinoujscie, Poland, in August 2008

On 4 August 2008, we observed and photo-
graphed a leucistic Common Tern Sterna hirundo
at Swinoujscie, north-western Poland. The bird
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was resting on the shore of the Szczecin lagoon
among a large flock of Black Terns Chlidonias ni-
ger and Common Terns. Its distinctive features
were the overall white plumage, orange bill and
legs, and black eyes. No aggressive behaviour of
the other birds towards the leucistic individual

[Dutch Birding 31: 28-29, 2009]



Leucistic Common Tern at Swinoujscie, Poland, in August 2008

14-15 Leucistic Common Tern / Visdief Sterna hirundo, with normally coloured Common Tern / Visdief and Black
Terns / Zwarte Sterns Chlidonias niger, Swinoujscie, Poland, 4 August 2008 (Lukasz Lawicki)

was detected. In general, plumage mutations
among Sternidae are rare (van Grouw 2006, Hein
van Grouw in litt). Up to now, only one example
of a leucistic Common Tern has been published in
the literature. This concerns a bird photographed
by Martin Budding at Maasvlakte, Zuid-Holland,
the Netherlands, on 11 September 1988 (cf Dutch

Birding 10: 200, plate 148, 1988).
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Eyebrowed Thrush at Merzouga,
Morocco, in December 2008

On 17 December 2008, for a bird tour of Eco
Tourist Services, | visited the Merzouga area,
Tafilalt, south-eastern Morocco, together with
Frank van den Bosch, Menno Huizinga, Astrid
Kant and Jacques de Raad. In the morning, we
had an eventful landrover tour during which we
found two Houbara Bustards Chlamydotis undu-
lata and some Desert Sparrows Passer simplex. For
lunch, we went to café Yasmina, a site well known
as a former stronghold of Desert Sparrow. It is situ-
ated at the edge of huge sand dunes. This year,
between some tamarisk trees and bushes, recent
rains had created a little lake, where a juvenile
Black Stork Ciconia nigra was present. On the ter-
race of the café, our lunch was prepared and we
enjoyed a drink while watching some House
Sparrows P domesticus and a House Bunting
Emberiza sahari. Suddenly, a thrush walked into
our view. Since thrushes are a rare sight in south-
ern Morocco, we were immediately at our toes. At
first, we only noticed its head in the shade and the

[Dutch Birding 31: 29-31, 2009]

conspicuous white supercilium reminded us of a
Redwing Turdus iliacus. It took a while before the
bird came out in the open and, to my astonish-
ment, | was watching an Eyebrowed Trush T ob-
scurus at a distance of only 6 m! It foraged to-
gether with the other birds, even eating some
bread crumbs. Now and then, it disappeared be-
hind an oleander bush only to reappear again af-
ter a short while. Sometimes, it went behind a
wall to search food in small flower pots. At other
times, when bothered by too many people walk-
ing about, it flew into a high tamarisk tree. | took
several photographs, on which the description be-
low is mostly based.

SIZE & STRUCTURE Similar to Song Thrush T philomelos,
rather slim and upright with shortish bill.

HEAD Greyish olive-brown with greyish ear-coverts.
Long white supercilium reaching from bill to beyond
ear-coverts. White crescent-shaped spot below eye.
Strong dark loral stripe. Chin and throat white with dark
malar stripe.

UPPERPARTS Greyish olive-brown.

UNDERPARTS Breast and flanks extensively orange buff.
Some grey on upper-breast. Belly, vent, thighs and un-
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Eyebrowed Thrush at Merzouga, Morocco, in December 2008

16-17 Eyebrowed Trush /Vale Lijster Turdus obscurus, first-year, Merzouga, Tafilalt, Morocco, 17 December 2008
(Ronald Messemaker)
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Eyebrowed Thrush at Merzouga, Morocco, in December 2008

dertail-coverts off-white, vaguely demarcated.

WING Greyish olive-brown, as upperparts. Whitish tips
of greater coverts forming white line. Also white fringe to
tertials.

TAIL Greyish olive-brown with white tips of outer rec-
trices visible only in flight.

BARE PARTS Leg pale yellowish. Upper mandible dark
grey with yellow at cutting edge of base. Lower man-
dible yellow, dark grey towards tip. Iris dark.

The identification was straightforward as no other
thrush shows the combination of greyish olive-
brown head and upperparts with a conspicuous
long white supercilium and orange buff breast-
band and flanks. African Thrush T pelios from sub-
Saharan Africa shows similarities in general col-
oration (brown-grey upperparts and head, orange
flanks and white belly) but lacks the strong face-
pattern with pale supercilium and dark loral stripe
and malar stripe and has a more greyish breast
and an all-pale bill. It was identified as a first-win-
ter because of, eg, the whitish tips of the greater
coverts and tertials. It was most likely a male be-
cause of the greyish colours on the head (Clement
et al 2000). The white tips on the outer rectrices
mentioned in the description are interesting be-
cause, according to Clement et al (2000), the rec-
trices are uniformly dark in immatures. However,
they mention that adult males show a narrow
whitish tip to the inner web of the outermost
feather and a fine whitish fringe to the tip of the
next innermost feather. Beaman & Madge (1998)
state ‘In flight, sometimes shows whitish spot at
each tail corner (may be absent, or not visible un-
less tail spread)” and Cramp (1988) states that the
tail of juveniles is ‘as adult’. The white spots noted
in the Merzouga bird may therefore comply with
the identification as first-winter male.

This is the first Eyebrowed Thrush for Morocco
and Africa (if accepted by the Moroccan Rare
Birds Committee) and the south-westernmost ever
(Urban et al 1997, Isenmann & Moali 2000,
Thévenot 2003, Isenmann et al 2005). The species
breeds in central and eastern Siberia, east from 78
E, and winters in south-eastern Asia, from north-

eastern India to Borneo. It has occurred as a va-
grantin most western European countries (Clement
etal 2000). In Italy, there are 28 records, nearly all
trapped and most from the north,