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Separation of Pied Wheatear and
Cyprus Pied Wheatear

Brian | Small

he taxonomic status of Cyprus Pied Wheatear

Oenanthe cypriaca remains unclear. In the
past it has usually been regarded as a subspecies
of Pied Wheatear O pleschanka but more recent-
ly it has often been given specific status. Chris-
tensen (1972) and Sluys & van den Berg (1982),
who examined plumages, behaviour, food, moult
and biometry, differentiate it from Pied Wheatear
and the latter authors argue for specific status on
the basis of these criteria, a view followed by
Svensson (1992). Cramp (1988) and Keith et al
(1992), however, treat it as a subspecies, with the
latter stating that the differences in biometrics,
plumage and song between Pied Wheatear and
Cyprus Pied Wheatear are no greater than those
sometimes shown by races of other species. In
this article both taxa are treated as separate spe-
cies.

Cyprus Pied Wheatear remains relatively poor-
ly described and illustrated. A recent visit to
Cyprus and subsequent study of skins at the
Natural History Museum at Tring, England, en-
abled me to make detailed notes on the plumage
which form the basis of this paper.

Distribution and migration

The breeding range of Cyprus Pied Wheatear is
restricted to Cyprus and is clearly distinct from
that of Pied Wheatear, which breeds eastwards
from Rumania (the nearest regular breeding

|Dutch Birding 16: 177-185, oktober 1994)

place to Cyprus) across Central Asia to China.
Breeding of Pied has occasionally been noted in
Turkey (1964 and 1966), (former) Yugoslavia
(1966) and Greece (from 1989; Cramp 1988,
Lewington et al 1991).

Cyprus Pied has never been recorded west or
far north of Cyprus and is a highly unlikely va-
grant to Europe, whereas Pied is a regular
vagrant to north-western Europe, recorded (al-
most) anually, especially in late autumn. Up to
1993, Pied had been recorded in north-western
Europe in Finland (6+), Great Britain and Ireland
(28), Germany (6), Netherlands (4), Norway (2)
and Sweden (6+), as well as in central and south-
ern Europe: Austria (1), Hungary (8), Italy (7) and
Malta (2) (Lewington et al 1991, Rogers & Rari-
ties Committee 1993, Wiegant et al 1994). A
greater understanding of plumages and identifi-
cation of Cyprus Pied may lead to future acci-
dental records in the Mediterranean region or
even beyond. If White-crowned Black Wheatear
O leucopyga can turn up in western Europe (Eng-
land and Germany; Lewington et al 1991), why
not Cyprus Pied?

Cyprus Pied leaves the breeding grounds from
August onwards, moving south through Egypt,
Syria and, in small numbers, through Israel to
winter in southern Sudan and Ethiopia (Vaurie
1959), although its precise winter distribution is
poorly known. In its winter quarters, it frequents

TFF



Separation of Pied Wheatear and Cyprus Pied Wheatear

FIGURE 1 Plumages of Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka (left) and Cyprus Pied Wheatear /

Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca (right) (Brian | Small). Upper: adult-summer males (inset head on left showing

adult-summer male of pale-throated form of Pied O p ‘vittata’, inset head on right showing variability of dark

crown of Cyprus Pied). Middle: adult-winter males. Lower: first-winter males. Below: tails and rumps showing dif-
ferences in size of white rump and showing examples of variability of black and white in tail pattern




Separation of Pied Wheatear and Cyprus Pied Wheatear

FIGURE 2

Plumages of Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka (left) and Cyprus Pied Wheatear /

Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca (right) (Brian | Small). Upper: adult summer females (inset heads showing variahi-
lity in extent of brown-grey on head: main birds March-April, upper heads April, lower head May). Middle: adult-
winter females. Lower: first-winter females

open, stony areas. Pied has a different migration
route, due to its more easterly breeding range,
through Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, northern Pakistan
and through the Gulf states, Bahrain, Oman and
Saudi Arabia to winter in Sudan and Ethiopia
(alongside Cyprus Pied) and Kenya. In lIsrael,
Pied is a very rare passage migrant. In spring,
Cyprus Pied appear in Cyprus from mid-March
onwards with males preceding females on avera-

ge by 5-10 days. At least in March, some appar-
ently regularly overshoot Cyprus to coastal
localities in southern Turkey (cf Martins 1989;
plate 137). The peak arrival period in Cyprus is
in April; 57% of limed birds were captured
between 10 March and 20 April, with the first
male on 10 March and the first female on 18
March (Cramp 1988). There is some evidence of
fidelity to previous breeding sites (Flint & Stewart
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Separation of Pied Wheatear and Cyprus Pied Wheatear

1983). According to Cramp (1988) overwintering
on Cyprus has been recorded only once.

Field comparison of the two species is possible
on passage or on the wintering grounds. There
are no accepted records (yet) of Pied on Cyprus.
A female offering prolonged observation at Kou-
rion in April 1992 and eventually identified as
this species (pers obs) will establish the first
record, if accepted.

Breeding Cyprus Pied are very common in vil-
lages but also utilise rock- and cliff-faces and
banks. In 1992, observations at the village of
Anayira in the Troodos foothills at an altitude of
600 m and containing ¢ 75 houses, revealed
more than 20 males on territory by late April. In
fields surrounding the village few singing males
were found; most birds seen there appeared to
be migrating non-breeding birds or feeding local
breeders.

Song

The very distinct cicada- or grasshopper-like
buzzing song of Cyprus Pied Wheatear was com-
monly delivered from an exposed perch, usually
from telegraph poles or wires and tall buildings,
such as water towers and churches. No song-
flight was noted. The short song, transcribed as a
rasping zzt...zzt... or bizz...bizz...bizz... (Jonsson
1992), lasted for five to 15 seconds but was most
prolonged in the hour just before dawn, when it
could last up to 40 seconds.

The song of Pied Wheatear is very different,
being a musical, rolling, rather lark Alauda-like
whistling, lacking any harsh notes, although it
may rarely begin with bizz...bizz. Like the songs
of many Oenanthe species it may include mimi-
cry (Cramp 1988).

Ageing and identification

General impression

When observing Cyprus Pied in the field, there is
no doubt that it is closely related to Pied. In
some plumages at certain times of the year, both
species may be virtually indistinguishable. How-
ever, the treatment of some plumages by Cle-
ments (1988) is confusing and does not match
my personal observations. The suggestion that
adult-winter Cyprus Pied is inseparable from
Pied is questionable. Detailed study of skins col-
lected in October at Famagusta, Cyprus, and Abu
Zahal, Egypt, shows clear identification features,
such as coloration of upperparts and size of
rump patch in relation to tail length, which
should allow Cyprus Pied to be identified in this
plumage as well.

180

Moult

Knowledge of the timing of moult is an important
aid for identification. In both Cyprus Pied and
Pied, a partial post-juvenile moult takes place on
the breeding grounds and results in first-winter
plumage. A partial and variable spring moult
takes place on the wintering grounds, although
abrasion of feather tips obscuring and gradually
revealing summer-plumage continues throughout
the spring in the breeding areas. Finally, a com-
plete post-breeding moult occurs in the autumn
on the breeding grounds.

The post-juvenile moult, from late June to
August, involves head and body feathers, some
lesser and median coverts, some or all tertials
and (in Pied) occasionally inner greater coverts.
In Cyprus Pied, many or all greater coverts may
be renewed. Worn retained coverts and remiges
can be used to age first-winter birds; adult-winter
birds, having gone through a complete moult,
have fresh wing feathers. First-winter plumage in
Cyprus Pied is very similar for both sexes and
also very similar to adult-winter. In first-winter
Cyprus Pied, the extent of white or buff on the
rump and uppertail-coverts is restricted; females
may show only a square buffish patch. Pied can
usually be sexed by studying, in particular, the
chin and throat (however, some males may be
very similar to females) and, in the hand, the
black bases of the mantle feathers and scapulars
in the male. In most cases, first-winter plumage is
distinct from adult-winter plumage.

The pre-breeding moult from December to
February involves the lores, ear-coverts, chin
and, in Cyprus Pied but not in all Pied, the
throat, sides of neck and breast. The first pre-
breeding moult may involve fewer feathers in
female Cyprus Pied and may, occasionally, even
be absent in female Pied. Summer plumage is
further attained by the abrasion of feather tips on
body and wings in spring, which reveals, for
example, the black mantle of male and female
Cyprus Pied and male Pied. In general, first-sum-
mer plumage is duller than adult-summer, most
naticeably on the flight feathers, which are still
retained from juvenile plumage. Males Pied in
first-summer plumage often still have the black of
the upperparts and throat obscured by brownish
feather tips.

The adult post-breeding moult begins in July
and lasts until September. October migrants
proved to be in either first-winter or adult-winter
plumage. Adult-winter plumage shows broad
pale fringes on the head (forehead, crown, chin
and throat), upperparts and wing feathers, like in
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136 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Qenanthe pleschanka, male, Cape Kaliakra, Bulgaria, 15 May 1994 (Leo | R Boon) 137 Cyprus

Pied Wheatear / Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca, male, Akyatan Gélu, Adana, Turkey, March 1987 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

138 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-summer male, Eilat, Israel, 1 April 1993 (Leo | R Boon) 139 Pied

Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-summer male, Eilat, Israel, 1 April 1993 (Leo | R Boon) 140 Cyprus Pied

Wheatear / Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca, first winter, Abu Simbel, Egypt, 31 January 1993 (Leo | R Boon) 141 Cyprus Pied Wheat-
ear [ Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca, first-winter male, Eilat, Israel, 6 October 1992 (Leo | R Boon)
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first-winter plumage. In Cyprus Pied, the fringing
is, when fresh, broadest on first-winter, most pro-
minently on lower scapulars and median coverts
(eg, 3 mm on first-winter female compared to 2
mm on adult-winter female).

In Cyprus Pied the differences between winter
and summer plumage are less well-marked than
in Pied, and sexing in (late) autumn and winter is
difficult. Immature females are usually brownest
and adult males usually blackest, but there is
overlap.

Structure and behaviour

Biometrically, Cyprus Pied is smaller than Pied (it
is the smallest Western Palearctic wheatear),
most importantly in the shorter wing, where
there is no overlap in either male or female, but
also in tail length. Although it is often difficult to
judge size differences in the field without direct
comparison, | found Cyprus Pied very chat
Saxicola- or redstart Phoenicurus-like, with the
sometimes rather upright posture and short tail
enhancing the chat-like appearance. The species
habitually perches on posts, branches and wires.
In flight, the wings are noticeably short and
square. Further subtle structural differences
include the shorter primary projection in Cyprus
Pied (with p1 being distinctly longer than the pri-
mary coverts; primaries numbered ascendantly)
compared to the longer primary projection and
shorter p1 of Pied. The wing formulae are sum-
marized in table 1. Other measurements show a

TABLE 1 Distances (mm) between tip of longest primary

and other primary tips in Cyprus Pied Wheatear

Oenanthe cypriaca and Pied Wheatear Oenanthe ple-

schanka. P4 longest in Cyprus Pied, p3 in Pied (prima-

ries numbered ascendantly). Measurements cf Cramp

(1988) and taken from skins at Natural History Museum,
Tring, England

primary distance

Cyprus Pied Wheatear Pied Wheatear
pl0 16-21 22-26
p9 14-19 20-24
p8 12417 17-21
p7 10-15 14-17
pb 6-9 8-11
p5 0.5-2 1-4
pd = 0-0.5
p3 0-1 4
p2 4-10 4-7
pl 42-51 47-59
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TABLE 2 Measurements (mm) of Cyprus Pied Wheatear

Oenanthe cypriaca and Pied Wheatear Oenanthe ple-

schanka. Bill measured to skull. Measurements cf

Cramp (1988) and taken from skins at Natural History
Museum, Tring, England

Cyprus Pied Wheatear Pied Wheatear

wing male 86 (83-88) 91.9 (92-99)
female 81.2 (82-86) 91.6 (90-95)

tail  male 56.3 (54-58) 59.4 (56-64)
female 56 (54-58) 58.8 (54-62)

bill  male 16.3 (15.5-16.9) 16.8 (15.8-18.1)
female 16(15.1-17.1) 16.9 (15.9-17.9)

tarsus male 226 23.3
female 23.2

225

great area of overlap but the bill and tarsus aver-
age marginally shorter in Cyprus Pied. In Pied,
wing length increases from west to east (cf
Cramp 1988).

Plumage descriptions
Cyprus Pied Wheatear: adult-summer male
Very similar to Pied. Forehead, crown, nape, hindneck
and upper mantle-edge white, variably flecked black or
brown-black (possibly depending on wear and age).
Lores, ear-coverts, sides of neck, mantle, back, scapu-
lars and wing black, extending above eye and onto
lower back equal to tip of first tertial. Rump and under-
tail-coverts white, tinged buff in early spring. Rump-
patch measuring 20-25 mm and being ¢ 2/3 in length
of black on central rectrices (t6). Outer rectrices (t1-2)
showing less white on average than in Pied, with black
on outer feathers extending up to 2/3 along outer edge.
Very rarely showing ‘broken tail-band’ with white
reaching feather tips of t3 and t4, more regularly seen
in Pied (black on t4 usually 12-26 mm in Cyprus Pied,
7-15 mm in Pied, Svensson 1992). Chin, throat and
upper breast black, more extensive than in Pied, sides
of breast may be marked with black, but this often hid-
den by wing. Rest of underparts warm cinnamon-buff,
richest in colour on breast and lower flanks, paling
through wear into summer.

First-summer male similar to adult summer female,
generally browner and more extensive black on crown,
noticeably darker than in Pied.

Pied Wheatear: adult-summer male

Very difficult to differentiate from Cyprus Pied. Less
extensively black on upper breast. Usually whiter
crown and underparts, tinged yellowish-buff on breast
in early spring. More white on rump, uppertail-coverts
and lower back, measuring 35-40 mm, equal to or
slightly less than length of central black rectrix. Rare
form of Pied, O p ‘vittata’, marked|y different in having
white chin and throat. First-summer male usually
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FIGURE 3 Closed and open wings of adult summer males Cyprus Pied Wheatear / Cyprustapuit Oenanthe cypriaca
(upper) and Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka (lower) (Brian | Small). Note differences in primary
extension and wing shape

retaining some brown fringes on mantle feathers of
first-winter plumage into summer, and sometimes dark-
er on crown.

Cyprus Pied Wheatear: adult-winter male
Forehead, crown and hindneck black with buff-white
supercilium and flecking on hindneck and upper part
of mantle, sometimes extending across nape but often
on lower hindneck. Lores, ear-coverts, sides of neck,
mantle and scapulars black, indistinctly fringed brown-
grey, strongest on scapulars. Rump and uppertail-
coverts buff-white. Chin, throat and upperbreast vari-
ably tipped pale buff with rest of underparts warm
cinnamon. Wing-coverts fringed buff. Tertials and
secondaries edged white.

Pied Wheatear: adult-winter male

Crown brown or buff-grey with whitish feather tips.
Mantle, scapulars and upper back black, broadly fring-
ed olive-brown, sometimes obscuring black entirely.
Chin and throat black, broadly fringed pale cream,
more than in Cyprus Pied. Underparts pale warm buff
on upper breast, fading onto flank and belly. Vent pale
cream. Wing feathers showing broader and paler fring-

es than in Cyprus Pied, notably on greater coverts, ter-
tials and secondaries. Primaries tipped white.

Cyprus Pied Wheatear: first-winter male

Differing from adult-winter in having greyer forecrown,
more buff-coloured supercilium and flecking on hind-
neck. More contrasting fringes on upperparts, chin and
throat. More restricted buff-white rump-patch (¢ 1/2
length of black on central rectrices), upper edge falling
equal to tip of second tertial. Dingier, browner cinna-
mon-buff on underparts. Very difficult to distinguish
from female at this age but usually subtly darker on
areas of black. Pied in this plumage very different,
appearing like pale version of adult-winter,

Pied Wheatear: first-winter male

Variable. Sometimes very much like female, but nor-
mally showing some male characters. Crown, mantle
and scapular feathers with pale grey-brown centres and
buff tips. Wing feathers fringed and tipped buff on
coverts or warm buff on tertials. Notably primary
coverts edged distinctly bufi-white (indistinct or absent
on adults) and pale primary tips more worn than in
adult. Some inner wing-coverts sometimes new and
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142 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-summer male, Eilat, Israel, 31 March 1993
(Leo | R Boon)

143 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first:summer male, Eilat, Israel, 1 April 1993.
Same bird as in plate 139 (Leo ) R Boon)
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differing in being more contrastingly centred black and
edged buff-white. Differing from sometimes very simi-
lar female in equivalent plumage by black basis to
feathers of chin and throat and to scapulars.

Cyprus Pied Wheatear: female

Very similar to corresponding male plumages and
hence distinctly different from female Pied. Adult fe-
male in early spring with black areas slightly browner
or greyer, with some pale fringing on lower throat and
more black on crown. Pale supercilia may meet on
nape and crown may be bloomed. Throat always
blackish. Becoming very much like male through wear
towards end of summer and then often indis-
tinguishable from male. Female Pied, in contrast, dif-
fering markedly from male.

Pied Wheatear: female

Variable. In spring and summer grey-brown above,
darkest on mantle and scapulars, with cream or buff-
white supercilium, flaring behind eye. On some, ear-
coverts, chin and throat black, tipped cream near bill
and on lores, often with chestnut on ear-coverts. Others
uniform grey-buff on chin and throat with even more
chestnut on ear-coverts. Underparts also variable, from
almost white to rufous-brown on breast, fading through
buff to pale cream on belly and rear flank. In winter,
feathers on upperparts fringed pale buff. Chin and
throat pale cream with few dark feathers. Wing-coverts
edged and tipped pale buff or cream. Tertials and
secondaries fringed whitish. First-winter female vari-
able and difficult to separate from adult. Sometimes
appearing frostier on upperparts and more buff on
underparts, creating overall uniform appearance.

Conclusion

Distinguishing Cyprus Pied from Pied Wheatear
should be based upon its generally darker
appearance, buff-tinged underparts, dark sooty-
brown or brown-grey crown and nape and small-
er white or buff rump-patch. There is overlap in
plumage details at some ages and therefore struc-
tural characters such as smaller size, shorter pri-
mary projection (and, in the hand, length of p10),
bill and tail length may aid field identification
(although, with the shorter wings, the tail may not
look shorter). Cyprus Pied may show a broader
black terminal tail-band but there is variation and
overlap with Pied. In female (and some male)
plumages Pied more closely resembles Black-
eared Wheatear O hispanica (notably the eastern
subspecies O h melanoleuca) than Cyprus Pied.,
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Samenvatting

ONDERSCHEID TUSSEN BONTE TAPUIT EN CYPRUSTAPUIT  In
dit artikel worden de verschillen in verenkleed en
structuur behandeld tussen Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe ple-
schanka en Cyprustapuit O cypriaca (in navolging van
verschillende auteurs hier als aparte soorten be-
schouwd). Cyprustapuit onderscheidt zich van Bonte
Tapuit door de algehele donkerdere indruk, warmer en
donkerder gekleurde onderdelen, donkere bruine of
bruingrijze kruin en nek en kleinere witte of vuilwitte
stuitvlek. In sommige kleden is er overlap in kleedken-
merken en daarom kunnen structurele kenmerken van
groot belang zijn voor de determinatie, zoals de, verge-
leken met Bonte, iets geringere grootte en kortere
handpenprojectie (en, in de hand, kortere buitenste
handpen), snavel en staart. Door de kortere vleugels
valt de kortere staart echter niet altijd op. Cyprustapuit
kan een bredere zwarte eindband aan de staart hebben
dan Bonte Tapuit, maar er is veel variatie en daardoor
overlap met Bonte Tapuit.

Vrouwtjes en sommige mannetjes Bonte Tapuit zijn
vaak moeilijker te onderscheiden van Blonde Tapuit
Oenanthe hispanica (vooral van de oostelijke onder-
soort O h melanoleuca) dan van Cyprustapuit.
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Identification of Pied Wheatear and
Eastern Black-eared Wheatear

Magnus Ullman

t is notoriously difficult to distinguish Pied

Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka and Eastern
Black-eared Wheatear O hispanica melanoleuca.
This problem also occurs in north-western Euro-
pe, where both taxa have been recorded as vag-
rant. In this paper, the differences between the
two are summed up.

Males

Autumn

Adult Eastern Black-eared Wheatear

Autumn adult male Eastern Black-eared Wheat-
ears are reasonably easy to identify, since the
plumage is roughly the same as in spring and
gives a rather neat impression. The most obvious
difference from spring is formed by pale fringes
to primaries and secondaries, greater and median
coverts and rectrices. The lesser coverts are all
black or have very narrow pale fringes, while the
lesser coverts of autumn male Pied Wheatear are
broadly pale-fringed in fresh plumage. Even
though there may be some pale fringes on the
black of the throat and some tawny fringes on
the black scapulars, the bird looks almost as
‘clean’ as in spring; the lower border of the black
throat-patch is well-defined (plates 144 and 145).
The crown and the mantle are not as white as in
typical spring plumage, but brown-grey or sandy-
buff, sometimes recalling Western Black-eared
(plate 145).

Adult Pied Wheatear

Typical autumn adult male Pied Wheatears have
lores, ear-coverts and throat jet black with pale
fringes on the lower part of the throat and ear-
coverts. The black of the throat reaches further
down than in Black-eared Wheatear; if it reaches
the scapulars this will exclude Black-eared (plate
146). The white of the crown and nape is exten-
sively covered with sooty-grey. The feathers of
the mantle and scapulars are centrally black with
pale fringes. If the plumage is worn and the black
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of the mantle is visible, this will exclude Black-
eared.

First-autumn birds

First-autumn male Pied and Eastern Black-eared
Wheatear may be very difficull to separate. They
generally give a rather ‘untidy’ impression with
extensive pale fringing on the black throat, irre-
gularly patterned crown, nape, mantle and sca-
pulars. The black of the throat reaches further
down on the upperbreast on Pied than on Black-
eared. On many Pied, however, pale fringes will
cover most of the lower part of the black throat-
patch, so that they resemble Black-eared. Thus, a
‘Black-eared-type’ throat in autumn could imply
any species, whereas a bird with an extensive
black throat-patch is a Pied. On Pied males that
show a small throat-patch, because the lower
part is covered with pale fringes, the lower bor-
der of the patch is usually diffuse (plate 147). On
Black-eared males, the lower border is usually
well-defined with no tendency of showing more
pale fringes here than further up on the throat
{plate 148). The significance of this character has
to be investigated further.

In autumn, most young Eastern Black-eared
have pale fringes to the basically black scapulars.
Thus, there is no difference in the pattern of the
mantle and the scapulars as in spring. On the
other hand, some Pied have less pale fringes on
the scapulars than on the mantle, giving a
‘melanoleuca-impression’. This means that the
presence or absence of contrast between the sca-
pulars and the mantle is of no use when identi-
fying a first-autumn bird in fresh plumage.

The mantle of Pied and Black-eared is sandy-
grey or greyish-brown, on average slightly warm-
er in Black-eared. It may be neatly fringed or
irregularly blotched, depending on wear. This
general impression is typical for both species.
With wear, the mantle of Pied will turn blackish,
the mantle of Black-eared buffish or even whit-
ish. To be able to use the colour of the mantle for
identification, it is absolutely necessary to see the
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base of the feathers. Unless the feathers are worn
this is only possible in the hand or if the feathers
are out of position, blown by the wind for instan-
ce. These remarks apply to adult and first-
autumn birds alike.

Some notes on ageing

Typical adult male Pied Wheatears have been
described above. Some adult Pied, however,
closely resemble first-autumn birds in many vital
respects: heavily fringed throat-patch, which may
not reach scapulars, and heavily fringed mantle
and scapulars with no black showing (plate 149).
These birds may be as difficult to separate from
first-autumn Black-eared Wheatear as are young
Pied. They may actually be even more confusing
since they more often show black scapulars con-
trasting to pale mantle. In fresh plumage, the
mantle may be paler sandy-buff, even recalling
adult Black-eared (plate 150).

These ‘first-autumn-type’ Pied may be difficult
to age. On adult Pied, the lores and the chin are
black, even if the ear-coverts and lower part of
the throat are pale-fringed (plate 149). On first-
autumn Pied, the lores and the chin usually have
pale fringes (plate 151), although variation
occurs (plate 147). The pale fringes of the lesser
coverts are generally more obvious on first-year
birds than adults (plates 147 and 149). Usually
the most reliable way to tell the age of a “first-
autumn-type’ male is by the colour of the pri-
maries: through wear and poorer quality of the
feathers, the primaries in most first-year birds
have bleached to dark brown or blackish-brown
as early as mid-autumn while they usually stay
black in adults through much of the spring. This
is occasionally impossible to determine in the
field but is often a reliable character. If a “first-
autumn-type’ male is shown to be adult by black
primaries, it can not be a Black-eared (which
looks rather different in adult plumage), but must
be a Pied (plate 150).

Useful characters in autumn males

¢ ‘Neat, clean and pale impression’ with sharply de-
fined, wholly black throat-patch — adult Black-
eared

* Extensively blackish mantle —» adult Pied

* Black throat covering upperbreast —+ Pied

¢ ‘First-autumn-type’ male with jet black remiges —
adult Pied

* All black lesser wing-coverts (in fresh bird with pale
fringes to median and greater wing-coverts) — adult
Black-eared

Useless characters in ‘first-autumn-type’ males
* Black of throat not reaching scapulars

* Scapulars darker than mantle

* Scapulars concolourous with mantle

* Mantle not giving blackish impression

* Mantle not giving whitish impression

Adults should always be separable, given good
views. First-autumn birds with small black throat-
patches, where it is not apparent whether the
black reaches the scapulars, and where the bases
of the mantle feathers are impossible to see,
should be left unidentified.

First-autumn males Pied are sometimes so ex-
tensively pale-fringed on the throat, that they will
be mistaken for females in the field (unless the
basic colour of the mantle can be seen).

Spring

Adult Eastern Black-eared Wheatear

Spring adult male Eastern Black-eared Wheatears
are distinct, but do not always have the ‘ideal’
bird’'s white or pale buffish colours on the crown
and the mantle, since some dusky sandy grey
may be retained. Presence of indistinct pale
fringes on the throat-patch or the scapulars does
not necessarily mean that the bird is a first-year.
Black primaries will tell an adult male from a
young one, which has brownish primaries.

Adult Pied Wheatear

Spring adult male Pied Wheatears are quite easi-
ly separated from Black-eared by the extensive
black throat-patch and black mantle. Grey on the
crown and the nape and pale fringes on the
throat and even on the mantle, scapulars and
wings may be retained well into the spring. The
birds are best aged by the colour of the remiges.

First-spring birds
Black-eared Wheatears resemble adults. Import-
ant characters for separation from Pied Wheatear
are the colour of the mantle and the extent of the
throat-patch. The mantle is pale: whitish, sandy
buff or greyish brown with or without a warm
tinge. The black throat-patch is separated from
the black of the scapulars by the pale side of the
neck. Beware of hunched birds where the throat
seemingly reaches the carpal joint and the
scapulars! Some pale fringes are usually retained
on the black of the throat and scapulars during
all of the spring and the crown and the mantle
usually are more dusky than in adult birds.

Pied Wheatears resemble adult birds as well.
The throat-patch is extensive, reaching the sca-
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pulars, although regularly with some pale fring-
ing, and the mantle is blackish enough to differ
from Black-eared, even though pale fringes still
give it a slight brownish tinge.

During spring the extent of the black throat-
patch will in principal separate Black-eared from
Pied, given good views. Rarely, however, first-
spring Pied as late as March still has pale fringes
covering the lower part of the black throat,
which might suggest Black-eared. The effect,
though, will not be that of a well-defined throat-
patch and a clean, pale side of the neck, as in
Black-eared.

Main characters in spring males

¢ Pale mantle — Black-eared

¢ Black or brownish black mantle — Pied

¢ Pale division between throat-patch and scapulars —
Black-eared

¢ Black of throat-patch reaching scapulars — Pied

‘Vittata’

Only dark-throated birds have been discussed so
far, since they are the main source of confusion.
Black-eared Wheatears occur in a white- and a
black-throated form in roughly the same num-
bers. Pied Wheatears, on the other hand, are
nearly always black-throated. There is, however,
a rare white-throated form in Pied, called
‘vittata’. How rare this form actually is has never
been clarified, but according to my experience in
the field as well as in museums it may not be as
rare as has been suggested. Maybe there is one
‘vittata’ in every 50 Pied males, maybe even
more. This obviously differs in different geo-
graphical areas.

In ‘vittata’, the throat is whitish or creamy-
tinged, in sharp contrast to blackish lores and
ear-coverts, There are no dark fringes or dusky
tones on the throat of ‘vittata’in the autumn; the
black of the lores and the ear-coverts is pale-
fringed in first-autumn birds, the impression still
being rather distinctive (in both these respects
resembling white-throated Black-eared). Possibly,
it is uncommon for a ‘vittata’ male in autumn to
have pale fringes covering the dark connection
between the ear-coverts and the scapulars. Out
of four ‘vittata’ that were checked in this respect
all had an obvious blackish connection (two in
October, one in December and one in January).

It has been suggested that ‘vittata” wheatears
are merely hybrids between Pied and Eastern
Black-eared. This being the case or not, of cour-
se, such hybrids could occur, which should be
borne in mind.

An autumn ‘vittata’ might possibly be mistaken
for a female, but the black of the lores and ear-
coverts differs.

Females

Autumn

It is not possible to tell the age of females in the
field once they have completed their moult (after
breeding).

Upperparts

The crown, nape, mantle and scapulars of typical
female Black-eared Wheatears are rather dark
brown, usually with a slight russet tinge. Occa-
sionally the feathers are neatly fringed, especially

144 Eastern Black-eared Wheatear / Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca, adult male, Van,
Turkey, September 1989 (Garan Ekstrém). Note distinct, ‘clean’ plumage, including wholly black throat-patch, re-
sembling spring bird. Also note black lesser coverts.

145 Eastern Black-eared Wheatear / Qostelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca, adult male, Israel,
14 October 1986 (Pekka | Nikander). Except for pale fringes to wing-feathers, this bird looks very much the same
as a spring male

146 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, adult male, Bahrain, October 1990 (Erik Hirschfeld).
Adult males that do not have lower part of black throat-patch concealed by pale tips are easily identified

147 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-autumn male, Sweden October 1988 (Lars Jonsson).
Brownish primaries show that this is a first-year bird. Very difficult to distinguish from Black-eared, but black cen-
tres to mantle feathers and very long primary projection suggest Pied

148 Eastern Black-eared Wheatear / Qostelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca, first-autumn male,
Israel, 14 October 1986 (Pekka | Nikander). Much like bird in plate 147. Sharp division between lower border of
dark throat-patch and side of neck perhaps indicates Black-eared. Identification only possible when colour of base
of mantle feathers is seen

149 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, adult male, Sweden, October 1988 (Lars Jonsson). ‘First-
autumn-type’ male. Black remiges show that it is an adult and thus a Pied. Throat-patch does not reach scapulars
but some blackish feathers between carpal joint and ear-coverts reveal that it is a Pied
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on the lower part of the mantle and scapulars,
and rarely also higher up. Normally, though, the
impression is rather plain (plate 152).

In Pied Wheatear, the crown, nape, mantle
and scapulars are rather dusky greyish-brown,
with a faint warm tinge. In fresh plumage they
are virtually always neatly fringed on these parts
(plate 153). Very rarely the pale fringes are lack-
ing on the mantle and scapulars already in Octo-
ber, but normally they are quite obvious through
November. The pale fringes often give a greyish
and rather pale touch to the upperparts. Such
birds may give a very uniform impression (plate
154).

A bird in September-November with plain,
rather dark, russet upperparts is a Black-eared,
and a pale greyish bird with extensive fringing
(including nape and crown) is virtually certainly
a Pied. The differences are so slight and difficult
to see, though, that unless viewing conditions are
excellent, it will not be possible to get a firm opi-
nion on the details of the upperparts. Moreover,
many birds will show intermediate characters.

Throat and breast
The throat may be pale or dark. In many pale-
throated Black-eared Wheatears, the throat is
white or whitish with a slight, creamy tinge, in
either case giving a clear and clean impression
(as in plate 156, although this is a spring bird).

In other pale-throated Black-eared and most
pale-throated Pied Wheatears, the throat is not as

white as this. There is a faint dusky tinge to the
throat, and quite often a hint of a malar stripe.
Below the throat there is often a cleaner whitish
thin horizontal border and regularly there is also
a whitish submoustachial stripe (plates 154 and
157). These females will actually have dark
throats by spring, although they appear pale
during the autumn.

Rarely, there are truly white-throated Pied
females, the ‘vittata’ morph, which appear just as
clean and white on the throat as many Black-
eareds during autumn.

The throat may also be more obviously dark,
with dark brown or blackish-brown ground
colour. The tips to most feathers, especially on
the upper part of the throat, are pale, giving a
blotched, irregular impression. In some Pied, the
dark throat-patch covers the upperbreast, never
so in Black-eared. These females might be diffi-
cult to separate from males unless the basic
colour of the mantle is seen. The ear-coverts and
lores are generally paler, though.

The breast of Black-eared typically shows a
rather obvious, fairly broad, orange-rusty breast-
band, quite sharply defined from the throat and
lower breast. The breast-band of Pied is not so
warm, but shows a faint, creamy or buffish tinge,
or sometimes just greyish (plate 157). The breast-
band may also be almost lacking in Pied (plate
154). In both species, the breast-band tends to be
darker brown-grey close to the carpal joint.

The colour of the breast-band is one of the

150 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, adult male, Sweden, 28 September 1987 (Jérgen Wik-
lund). Black remiges indicate that it is an adult. Adult Black-eared is not as ‘untidy’, lacks extensive pale fringes to
lesser coverts and has more sharpy demarcated lower part of throat-patch. Lower mantle feathers show blackish
centers which exclude Black-eared. However, note dark scapulars contrasting to sandy pale mantle as well as pale
area between throat and carpal joint, suggesting Black-eared

151 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, first-autumn male, Bahrain, October 1990 (Erik Hirsch-
feld). Black of throat-patch reaches scapulars, excluding Black-eared. Note extensive pale fringing on lores and
area from lower part of eye to chin, showing that this is a first-year bird. Compare plates 148 and 149

152 Eastern Black-eared Wheatear / Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca, female, Israel, 16
September 1986 (Pekka | Nikander). Obvious warm colouration of upperparts excludes Pied, as does absence of
pale fringes. Clean white throat is much more common in Black-eared than in Pied

153 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, female, Finland, October 1988 (Pekka Komi). Obviously
fringed upperparts, darkish throat and upper breast, and lack of obvious, russet breast-band are typical for Pied

154 Pied Wheatear / Bonte Tapuit Oenanthe pleschanka, female, Siberia, Russia, 23 August 1990 (Magnus
Ullman). Pale, very uniform impression, including total lack of russet on breast. Pale fringes of crown, nape, mantle
and scapulars do not show in photograph

155 Female, identified as Eastern Black-eared Wheatear / Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit Oenanthe hispanica melano-
leuc