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Rufous Turtle Dove in Europe

SIZE & SHAPE Rufous Turtle Dove has the size of Collared Dove S
decaocto or is slightly larger, thus larger than Turtle Dove S turtur. Due
to the proportionally shorter tail and bulkier appearance, the shape of
Rufous Turtle Dove is reminiscent of Stock Dove Columba oenas rather
than Turtle Dove.

NAPE & HINDNECK Rufous Turtle Dove has forehead grey, crown grey or
brownish-grey merging into brownish nape and hindneck, creating no
contrast with the mantle. Turtle Dove has forehead, crown, nape and
hindneck grey, thus contrasting with the dark brown mantle. This
feature is invariable.

NECK PATCH On the side of the neck, Rufous Turtle Dove has four to six
thin black bars with blue (or rarely white) in between. Turtle Dove has
three to four thick black bars with white (or bluish in southern
populations) in between. Cramp considers the blue bars of Rufous
Turtle Dove as diagnostic but Turtle Doves | studied in Kirghizia and
Kazakhstan, and skins of southern populations, often showed bluish
between the black bars. On the other hand, Rufous Turtle Doves of
subspecies S 0 meena can have white between the bars. One should be
aware that the width of the black bars can vary depending upon the
extend to which the neck is stretched.

RUMP & LOWER BACK Rufous Turtle Dove has rump and lower back deep
blue-grey mixed with very little brown. Turtle Dove has rump and lower
back mainly brown, rarely blue-grey. First year Rufous Turtle Doves
which have not completed their post-juvenile moult may show brown
areas on rump and lower back.

BREAST The breast of Rufous Turtle Dove is warm greyish-brown with a
pinkish tinge and is darker than the breast of Turtle Dove which is colder
pink with a purple tinge.

UNDERTAIL-COVERTS Undertail-coverts of Rufous Turtle Dove of the
nominate subspecies S o orientalis are dark grey to grey, rarely whiter.
In the subspecies S 0 meena they are pure white to grey. Undertail-
coverts of Turtle Dove are always white or off-white. Therefore, a turtle
dove with grey undertail-coverts can be suspected to be aRufous Turtle
Dove.

PRIMARIES Primary tips have broader pale fringes in Rufous Turtle Dove
than in Turtle Dove. This feature is clearly visible in resting birds, but
may vary depending upon wear.

WING-COVERTS In Rufous Turtle Dove the folded wing gives a dark, scaly
impression. The dark centres of the coverts are rounded and diffuse,
surrounded by a pale cinnamon-rufous fringe. In Turtle Dove the
centres of the coverts are more pointed and surrounded by large areas
of orange-rufous, lacking a scaly impression. The tips of the greater and
median wing-coverts in Rufous Tuttle Dove create two whitish or
yellowish wing-bars which are easy to see when perched and fairly easy
in flight. The wing-barimpression is not found in Turtle Dove because of
the smaller dark centres of its coverts. The lower part of a folded Turtle
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Rufous Turtle Dove in Europe
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FIGURE 1 Main plumage features of adult Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis (top)
and adult Turtle Dove S turtur (bottom) (Lars Svensson).
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Rufous Turtle Dove in Europe

Dove wing often shows an extensive blue-grey area which is not visible
or much smaller in Rufous Turtle Dove. The fringes of coverts (also of
scapulars and tertials) vary considerably in colour in both species and
are not reliable characters for separating the two species. There is a
tendency for Rufous Turtle Dove to be more richly coloured in these
parts, especially among the southern subspecies.

For colour photographs of Rufous Turtle Dove, see Hirschfeld &
Svensson.

habitat

Rufous Turtle Dove inhabits the same habitat in Asia as does Turtle
Dove in Europe. It is also found in gardens, parks and other urban
habitats and may be quite tame (Ali 1949). In areas where both species
occur (eg at Frunze, Kirgiziya, and Alma Ata, Kazakhstan) | found a
tendency for Rufous Turtle Dove to inhabit mountainous woods at
higher altitudes and Turtle Dove to prefer plains at low altitude.
According to Cramp, vagrants show no habitat preference. However,
many of the Scandinavian records — especially those in winter — were
of birds in urban habitats like gardens and at bird-feeders. The birds
often associated with Collared Doves.

distribution

The world distribution of the different subspecies of Rufous Turtle Dove
is shown in figure 2. S o meena and northern populations of S o
orientalis are true migrants. They normally winter in Asia fromsouthern
Japan west to the Indian subcontinent (Cramp).

57 Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis and Collared Dove S decaocto, Sweden,
February 1985 (Bertil Breife).




Rufous Turtle Dove in Europe

FIGURE 2 World distribution of Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis. 1S o meena,
2 S o orientalis, 3 S o erythrocephala, 4 S o agricola, 5 S o stimpsoni, 6 S o orii.

European records

The records of Rufous Turtle Dove dealt with here have all been
accepted by the national rarities committees involved. They are listed in
appendix 1. Records under consideration or not yet submitted are listed
separately. The geographical distribution of the records is shown in
figure 3. Nearly all records are from Great Britain and Scandinavia with a
noticeable concentration in the south-western Baltic and eastern
England.

The first European record of Rufous Turtle Dove was in Harjedalen,
Sweden, in 1842. Four records followed in the 19th century and another
12 until 1970. During 1970-85, 14 records were established, bringing the
total to 31. In 1889, 1932, 1975, 1978 and 1985 there were two records
anually and in 1984 there were three. The monthly distribution of the
European records is shown in figure 4. Most Rufous Turtle Doves were
found during October-February and many associated with Collared
Doves. Nine birds stayed for more than two days and of these six stayed
more than a week. The longest staying birds were those in Oland,
Sweden, from 18 February until the end of April 1985 and in Helsinki,
Finland, from 16 January until March 1985. These records show that the
species can winter in northern Europe, despite low temperatures (down
to -25°C and -30°C respectively).
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FIGURE 3 Geographical distribution of European records of Rufous Turtle Dove
Streptopelia orientalis up to and including 1985.

Very few of the Rufous Turtle Doves in Europe have been subspecifically
identified. The first two in Great Britain and the one in Helsinki in 1985
proved to be of subspecies S o orientalis. The firsttwo in Norway and the
one in Finland in 1980 belonged to subspecies S o0 meena (Ree 1980,
Lasse Laine in litt). The bird in Sweden in 1985 showed characters
intermediate of S 0 meena and S o orientalis. So far, none of the resident
subspecies S o erythrocephala, S o agricola, S o stimpsonior S o orii has
been identified in Europe.

discussion

Rufous Turtle Dove probably has been overlooked in Europe, not only
because of identification problems but also because of the bird’s habit of
turning up in places not often visited by birders, such as gardens and
suburbs. The disproportionate number of records in Great Britain and
Scandinavia could be partly due to higher birding activity in these
countries, but probably also reflects a genuine geographical vagrancy
pattern. Nevertheless, it is surprising that there are no records from the
European continent.

It has been suggested (eg Buise 1984, Alistair Hill in /itt) that European
records refer to escapes. Arguments used are the birds’ tameness, their
occurrence in winter and their normal distribution being too far away to
allow for vagrancy. It seems, however, that there are valid reasons to
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FIGURE 4 Monthly distribution of European records of Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia
orientalis up to and including 1985.

believe that Rufous Turtle Doves occurring in Europe are true vagrants.
Of the birds subspecifically identified, all have been of the migratory
subspecies S o orientalis or S 0 meena. These long-distance migrants
have the same geographical origin as other, smaller, Siberian birds
turning up in Europe in autumn. Escapes would probably also involve
the resident subspecies, which would be easy to obtain in southern Asia,
the source of many cage birds. Tameness is not necessarily a sign of
escapism, since Rufous Turtle Dove is considered to be tame on its
breeding grounds too. Furthermore, the monthly and geographical
pattern of the species’ occurrence in Europe is what could be expected
from a genuine Siberian vagrant. If escapes were involved there would
probably be records from other countries and throughout the year as
well.
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samenvatting

OosTERSE TORTEL IN EUROPA De herkenning en het voorkomen van de Qosterse Tortel
Streptopelia orientalis in Europa worden besproken. Voor het onderscheid metde Tortel S
turtur zijn de volgende kenmerken van belang: de Oosterse Tortel is iets groter en
plomper, achterhoofd en achterhals hebben dezelfde bruine kleur als de mantel en
contrasteren er niet mee, de nekvlek heeft vier tot zes smalle zwarte strepen op een blauwe
ondergrond, benedenrug en stuit zijn blauwgrijs, de onderstaartdekveren zijn veelal grijs
en de vleugel maakt in zit een geschubde indruk door de vage donkere centra van de
dekveren en vertoont twee vage vleugelstrepen. Van het voorkomen in Europa bespreekt
de auteur de jaarlijkse, maandelijkse en geografische verdeling. Uit Europa zijn tot en met
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het voorjaar van 1985 31 gevallen bekend waarvan 14 vanaf 1970. De meeste dateren uit
herfst en winter. Vrijwel alle gevallen zijn afkomstig uit Groot-Brittannié en Scandinavié.
Het wordt aannemelijk gemaakt dat het echte dwaalgasten betreft en geen ontsnapte
kooivogels.
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APPENDIX 1 Records of Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis in Europe.

autumn 1842 Harjedalen, Sweden
October 1850 Norrbotten, Sweden

4 November 1863 Djursland, Denmark
July 1889 Angermanland, Sweden
23 October 1889 Yorkshire, England

13 November 1903 Hordaland, Norway

20 November 1907 Mgre og Romsdal, Norway
December 1917 Vejle, Denmark

24 December 1924 Djursland, Denmark

26 October 1926 Djursland, Denmark

8 March 1932 Falster, Denmark

21 November 1932 Bornholm, Denmark

4 October 1933 Kalundborg, Denmark
25 October 1943 Heligoland, FRG

29 January 1946 Norfolk, England

15 June-2 July 1958 Blekinge, Sweden

2-6 May 1960 Scilly Isles, England

19 & 23 May 1972 Christiansg, Denmark

5 October 1973 Cornwall, England

31 October-1 November 1974 Fair Isle, Scotland

25 October 1975 Lincolnshire, England
8 November 1975 Humberside, England
December 1976-March 1977 Halland, Sweden

21 February-20 March 1978 Nord-Trendelag, Norway
18-19 May 1978 Cornwall, England

2 October 1980 Sarkijarvi, Finland
February 1984 Copenhagen, Denmark
14-23 December 1984 Jamsa, Finland

winter 1984/85 Copenhagen, Denmark
16 January-March 1985 Helsinki, Finland 5
18 February-April 1985 Oland, Sweden

Records under consideration by, or not yet submitted to a rarities committee.

21 August 1965 Evros, Greece
December 1968 Uppland, Sweden
26 November 1974 Dalarna, Sweden
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Black Bush Robin
in Israel

Hadoram Shirihai

n 1981 and 1985, in the southern part of the Arava, north of Elat, Israel,

Black Bush Robins Cercotrichas podobe were observed on four
occasions. Three of them were seen in 1985 and possibly concerned the
same individual. Since this paper was compiled, a further five were
observed between Elat and Yotvata during March-May 1986. Two of
these were photographed and one adult was ringed in Elat on 24 March
1986.
During the morning of 12 April 1981, at Yotvata, 40 km north of Elat, the
first Black Bush Robin was seen and heard singing as close by as two
metres by J C Eames and J Mycock. The following day it seemed to have
disappeared (Eames 1986).
In the late afternoon of 8 April 1985, near Samar, 30 km north of Elat, the
species was observed by Sampsa Cairenius, also from short distance.
On 19 and 20 April 1985, Uri Sheines saw a Black Bush Robin at Kibutz
Ketura, 60 km north of Elat, again from short distance. On 31 May 1985
the species was seen for the fourth time by Ofer Molcho at Kibutz Elot, 3
km north of Elat. The bird was caught by his father the next day. It was
brought ‘to me for identification and was described, measured,
photographed, ringed and released. It was seen afterwards at the kibutz
by many birdwatchers and stayed till 4 June.
On all occasions the Black Bush Robins were seen close to man-made
habitat in desert or semi-desert areas, with desert type bushes of
different heights, such as Acacia, Suaeda, Nitraria and Atriplex, or in
green areas such as gardens and mango-groves which offer a rather
dense coverage. These were the first records of Black Bush Robin for
Israel. The description given below is of the bird at Kibutz Elot.

description

SIzE & BUILD Size much as Blackbird Tur- bird), graduated, fan-shaped and mostly
dus merula but with longer tail; rather  cocked. Rather tall appearance due to
larger than Rufous Bush Robin C galacto- relatively long and strong legs and upright
tes. Tail long (about half of total length of posture. Mostly seen with tail upright and
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Black Bush Robin in Israel

59 Black Bush Robin Cercotrichas podobe, Israel, June 1985 (Hadoram Shirihai).

Red Sea between 10N and 20N and on the Arabian peninsula up to 24N. It
inhabits the arid thorn belt and is mostly found in low areas with more or
less vegetation and gardens. Birds breeding in high areas tend to move
to lower altitudes in winter. There are north-south movements in winter
as well. Within the western Palearctic the only occurrence known so far
was of two birds observed in the oasis of Tamanrassat, Algeria, on 8
February 1968 (Gaston 1970).

The Black Bush Robin has two subspecies: C p podobein Africaand C p
melanoptera on the Arabian peninsula. The Arabian subspecies differs
in lacking the rusty coloration on the innerwebs of the remiges, these
being sooty black or (occasionally) with faint indication of rufous
(Vaurie 1959). This suggests that the Elat birds belonged to the African
subspecies.

In January 1986, | studied skins of both subspecies in the British
Museum (Natural History) at Tring, England, and found only very slight
differences between them. All specimens of C p podobe clearly had
dark-orange in the wing while those of C p melanoptera mainly had
black inner webs to the remiges. However, ¢ 25% of all C p melanoptera
had some dark orange almost like in C p podobe. | also found slight
differences in tail measurements with C p podobe having a slightly
shorter tail in both sexes, 103-115 mm compared to 106-124 mm in C p
melanoptera. Differences between these subspecies have not been well
studied in the past. It would be interesting to study the occurrence of
orange inner webs in different populations. Also, it must be investigated
whether C p podobe breeds in Saudi Arabia.

Northward range expansion of Black Bush Robin on the Arabian
peninsula has been noticed by Hutchinson (1975) and Jennings (1980 &
1981) and in Sudan by Archer & Godman. Records found lately in
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northern parts of Saudi Arabia could be due to the increase of
settlements with irrigated fields and growth of trees. This northward
expansion, its appearance in Israel in April-June (its breeding season)
and the increase of suitable habitat (new developments with water
supplies) give rise to the possibility of Black Bush Robin breedingin the
Arava region in the near future. It may be noted that the arrival and
increase of the Namaqua Dove Oena capensis in the same area seems to
have followed a similar pattern.
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ZWARTE WAAIERSTAART IN ISRAEL In het zuidelijk gedeelte van de Arava, nabij Eilat, Israél,
werd in het voorjaar van 1981, 1985 en 1986 respectievelijk eenmaal, driemaal en vijfmaal
een Zwarte Waaierstaart Cercotrichas podobe waargenomen. Mogelijk betroffen de
gevallen in 1985 één exemplaar. Zowel in 1985 als 1986 werd één exemplaar gevangen en
geringd en een beschrijving wordt hier gegeven. Het geval in 1981 was het eerste voor
Israel.

Het verspreidingsgebied van de Zwarte Waaierstaart ligt in een gordel ten zuiden van de
Sahara over de gehele breedte van Afrika, en op het Arabisch schiereiland. Een
waarneming van twee vogels in zuidelijk Algerije in februari 1968 was tot dusver hetenige
geval in het westelijk Palearctisch gebied.

Het wordt niet ondenkbaar geacht dat de Zwarte Waaierstaart zich in de toekomst in de
Arava zal vestigen, gezien de toename van geschikt biotoop (landbouwontwikkeling) en
het feit dat de gevallen in de broedtijd werden vastgesteld. Reeds eerder werd een

noordwaardse uitbreiding gesignaleerd in oostelijk Afrika en op het Arabisch schier-
eiland.

references

Archer, C G & Godman, EM 1961. The birds of British Somaliland and the Gulf of Aden 4.
Edinburgh & London.

Bannerman, D A 1936. The birds of tropical West Africa 4. London.

Eames, J C 1986. A record of the Black Bush Chat in southern Israel. Sandgrouse 7: 60-61.

Gaston, A J 1970. Birds in the central Sahara in winter. Bull Br Orn Club 90: 53-66.

Heim de Balsac, H & Mayaud, N 1951. Surlamorphologie, labiologie et |la systématique de
Cercotrichas podobe. Alauda 19: 137-151.

Hutchinson, M 1975. Systematic list of birds observed at or near Riyadh. J Saudi Arab nat
Hist Soc 14: 12-30. E

Jennings, M C 1980. Breeding birds in central Arabia. Sandgrouse 1: 71-81.

———1981. The birds of Saudi Arabia: a check-list. Cambridge.

Mackworth-Praed, C W & Grant, C H B 1980. African handbook of birds 1. Second edition.
London.

Vaurie, C 1959. The birds of the Palearctic fauna. Passeriformes. London.

Hadoram Shirihai, PO Box 774, Elat Birdwatching Centre NRA, Elat,

Israel
88



Invasie van Grote Kruisbek
in Nederland in 1982/83

Hans Schekkerman

D e Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsittacus is broedvogel van dennen-
bossen van Scandinavié tot in noordelijk Rusland. Net als de
Kruisbek L curvirostra vertoont de soort eruptieve trekbewegingen in
jaren met een slechte kegeloogst. Deze erupties zijn minder massaal en
minder frequent dan bij de Kruisbek, waarschijnlijk omdat de Grote
Kruisbek in zijn verspreidingsgebied doorgaans minder talrijk is dan de
Kruisbek, en de kegelopbrengst van dennen Pinus minder fluctueert
dan die van sparren Picea, waarvan de zaden het hoofdvoedsel van de
Kruisbek vormen (Nethersole-Thompson 1975).

Tot en met 1981 waren er in Nederland negen gevallen van de Grote
Kruisbek vastgesteld. In april 1982 werd een vogel waargenomen te
Harderwijk Gld. In de herfst van 1982 beleefde het noordwesten van
Europa een grote invasie van deze soort. Ook in Nederland werden op
verschillende plaatsen Grote Kruisbekken gezien die veelal tot in het
vroege voorjaar van 1983 aanwezig bleven. In de erop volgende zomer
werden nog enkele waarnemingen gedaan die op mogelijk broeden van
de soort in Nederland wezen. Zelfs uit 1984 werd nog ten minste één
geval bekend.

Dit artikel geeft een overzicht van de waarnemingen van Grote
Kruisbekken in Nederland sinds 1982. Ze zijn door de Commissie
Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna aanvaard. Voor uitgebreidere
informatie over de invasie in noordwestelijk Europa, de biotoop- en
voedselkeuze, het gedrag en een beschouwing over de determinatie van
de soort, zij verwezen naar Catley & Hursthouse (1985).

overzicht van gevallen

De hieronder genoemde gevallen zijn per regio gerangschikt. Opgeno-
men zijn gevallen uit de hoofdperiode van de invasie (oktober 1982-april
1983) en uit gebieden waar de aanwezigheid van Grote Kruisbekken
gedurende langere tijd werd vastgesteld en bevestigd door foto’s of
beschrijvingen, alsmede voldoende gedocumenteerde gevallen uit
andere perioden en gebieden. Bij de data uit de hoofdperiode van de
invasie zijn omwille van de leesbaarheid de jaartallen weggelaten.
WADDENEILANDEN Op 9 oktober werden te Oosterend, Terschelling Fr,
twee Grote Kruisbekken gezien en gehoord. Overwinteren werd
bevestigd door een waarneming van zes mannetjes en twee vrouwtjes te
West-Terschelling op 16 januari.

[Dutch Birding 8: 89-97, september 1986] 89
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FIGUUR 1 A Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsittacus, roep, Bloemendaal, Noordholland,
september 1982 (C J Hazevoet). B Grote Kruisbek, roep, Texel, Noordholland, november
1982 (C J Hazevoet).

De eerste waarneming van een Grote Kruisbek op Texel Nh was op 24
oktober, gevolgd door 16 en 22 vogels op respectievelijk 30 oktoberen 3
november. Vervolgens werden tot begin maart regelmatig Grote
Kruisbekken waargenomen waarbij de grootste groep, die nogal heen
en weer zwierf, uit ongeveer 30 exemplaren bestond. Naast deze groep
werden op verschillende plaatsen in het bosgebied kleinere groepjes
gezien. Op 22 februari werd het hoogste dagtotaal (38) vastgesteld,
doch het aantal op het eiland aanwezige vogels werd op maximaal 50
geschat (Frits-dan Maas in litt). De laatste waarneming op Texel was op
13 maart en betrof een solitair exemplaar.

Op 25 maart werden op Schiermonnikoog Fr twee mannetjes en een
vrouwtje Grote Kruisbek waargenomen in een groep van 14 Kruisbek-
ken.

NOORDHOLLAND Op 16 en 20 september 1982 werd in De Kennemer-
duinen te Bloemendaal Nh een groep van ongeveer 20 kruisbekken
gezien, waarvan later aan de hand van gemaakte geluidsopnamen kon
worden aangetoond dat er in ieder geval enkele Grote Kruisbekken bij
waren. Op 12 oktober werden 18 Grote Kruisbekken waargenomen. In
de periode half november tot begin februari werden hier regelmatig ¢ 20
exemplaren vastgesteld. De laatste waarnemingen betroffen zeven en
14 vogels op respectieveliik 19 februari en 3 maart. De Grote
Kruisbekken uit De Kennemerduinen overnachtten in gezelschap van
50-60 Kruisbekken in Middenduin te Overveen Nh.

Vanaf 1 november werden op het landgoed Koningshof te Aerdenhout
Nh Grote Kruisbekken waargenomen. Gedurende december en januari
schommelde het aantal vogels tussen 20 en 30 met een maximum van 33
op 9 januari. Ongeveer half februari waren de vogels plotseling
vertrokken; de laatste waarneming betrof ¢ 30 exemplaren op 11
februari.

In het Noordhollands Duinreservaat werden de eerste Grote Kruisbek-
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