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mededelingen

Capped Petrel in north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean in february
1980 Infebruary-march 19801 joined a fisheriesresearch cruise sailing
to the north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean, notably to the waters west of
the British Isles. The ornithological observations during the cruise were
published in detail by Dannenberg 1982.

At 11:15 on 26 february, at 56:55N and 15:07w, 50 nautical miles
southwest of Rockall and 300 nautical miles west of Scotland, a
shearwater-like bird appeared close to the ship. It was smaller than the
numerous Fulmars Fulmarus glacialis and showed the typical flight of
shearwaters: the long and fast gliding phases were occasionally
interrupted by a few wing-beats. The overall appearance was that of Manx
Shearwater Puffinus puffinus. When approaching the ship (up to ¢ 40m),
the bird’s broad white neck and the white V-like pattern on the rump were
most conspicuous. The tail and cap were both black, the upperwings dark
grey-brown. The underparts were white with dark wing and tail margins.
The bill was short and dark, the forehead white. Even at greater distances,
the characteristic black and white pattern was visible. The bird was
observed for about four hours with 9 x 63 binoculars while chasing around
the ship. It was flying all the time and no feeding was observed.

The distinctive appearance made it easy to identify the bird as a Capped or
Black-capped Petrel or Diablotin Pterodroma hasitata. Apart from the
Great Shearwater P gravis and Bermuda Petrel or Cahow P cahow, no
other seabird shows a similar black and white pattern. The Great
Shearwater is brown with a narrower white band across the rump, a less
distinct white nape, a dark forehead and a longer, more slender bill. The
Bermuda Petrel has a grey rump and neck.

Formerly, the Capped Petrel was widespread in the West Indies, breeding
in the mountains of Dominica, Guadeloupe and Jamaica but it is now
restricted to the highlands of Hispaniola, breeding on steep cliffs of the
Massif de la Selle, Haiti (Wingate 1964). Little is know about its biology.
The breeding season is from about november to may after which the birds
dispers to adjacent seas along the western edge of the Gulf Stream north
to Maryland, USA, and south to north-eastern Brazil (Harrison 1983). It
was formerly regarded as rare but recent seabird research has shown that
it is a regular, if uncommon, visitor to the offshore waters of the eastern
USA with peaks off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, of up to ¢ 40 per day
(Harrison).

So far, there was only one record of Capped Petrel for the western Pale-
arctic. In march or april 1850 (and not 1852 as stated by Bourne 1967 and
Cramp & Simmons 1977) a female was picked up alive in Norfolk, England
(Newton 1852). Other records were unacceptable or due to misidentifica-
tion (Bourne).

The Capped Petrel | observed in the north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean in
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february 1980 may have reached the area by foIIowiqg the warm Gulf
Stream from the Caribbean Sea. The south-western winds continuously
blowing during the preceding weeks may have assisted the northbound
bird.
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Bateleur inlsraelinapril1982 Onthe morning of 15 april 1982 Graham
Ekins, Chris Harris, Henk Hendriks and Tim Lowesby were birding at the
north end of the salt-pans at Elat, Israel.

A raptor passage was in progress with a steady stream of Steppe Buzzards
Buteo buteo vulpinus, moving north with an occasional Steppe Eagle
Aquila rapax orientalis and Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus. A large bird
of prey came into view from the south, its uniform dark coloration and
bowed secondaries suggested an immature vulture while the head and bill
suggested an eagle. An immature Steppe Eagle seen about the same time
was similar in size.

Many photographs had been taken and a description written. The bird was
watched from between 500 m down to 12-15 m when the best
photographs were taken. Total viewing time of the bird was ¢ 10 minutes.
It was not until the returning home that, after studying the photographs
taken, we realized for certain that the bird was an immature Bateleur

Terathopius ecaudatus. None of us had previous experience with this
species.

It was a very large bird of prey, uniform
brown in coloration and with deeply
intended inner primaries. The primaries
were also well-fingered while the bowed
secondaries gave a very vulturine appearan-
ce. A faint pale perimeter demarcated the
edge of the underwing-coverts at the base of
the primaries and secondaries. The leading
primaries were bowed to the rear when
gliding.

It would soar effortlessly up to agreat height
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with wings held up in a steep V', the
primaries curled upwards even more steep-
ly. It would also quarter the ground with
wings held in a similar position. During this
it would hardly flap its wings at all. In this
respect it looked much like an enormous
harrier Circus. Occasionally, it would side
slip and as a result cover the ground very
rapidly.

The head was large, pale brown in colour
giving a ‘ruffed’ appearance. The bill was















































































































