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Capped Petrel in north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean in february
1980 Infebruary-march 19801 joined a fisheriesresearch cruise sailing
to the north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean, notably to the waters west of
the British Isles. The ornithological observations during the cruise were
published in detail by Dannenberg 1982.

At 11:15 on 26 february, at 56:55N and 15:07w, 50 nautical miles
southwest of Rockall and 300 nautical miles west of Scotland, a
shearwater-like bird appeared close to the ship. It was smaller than the
numerous Fulmars Fulmarus glacialis and showed the typical flight of
shearwaters: the long and fast gliding phases were occasionally
interrupted by a few wing-beats. The overall appearance was that of Manx
Shearwater Puffinus puffinus. When approaching the ship (up to ¢ 40m),
the bird’s broad white neck and the white V-like pattern on the rump were
most conspicuous. The tail and cap were both black, the upperwings dark
grey-brown. The underparts were white with dark wing and tail margins.
The bill was short and dark, the forehead white. Even at greater distances,
the characteristic black and white pattern was visible. The bird was
observed for about four hours with 9 x 63 binoculars while chasing around
the ship. It was flying all the time and no feeding was observed.

The distinctive appearance made it easy to identify the bird as a Capped or
Black-capped Petrel or Diablotin Pterodroma hasitata. Apart from the
Great Shearwater P gravis and Bermuda Petrel or Cahow P cahow, no
other seabird shows a similar black and white pattern. The Great
Shearwater is brown with a narrower white band across the rump, a less
distinct white nape, a dark forehead and a longer, more slender bill. The
Bermuda Petrel has a grey rump and neck.

Formerly, the Capped Petrel was widespread in the West Indies, breeding
in the mountains of Dominica, Guadeloupe and Jamaica but it is now
restricted to the highlands of Hispaniola, breeding on steep cliffs of the
Massif de la Selle, Haiti (Wingate 1964). Little is know about its biology.
The breeding season is from about november to may after which the birds
dispers to adjacent seas along the western edge of the Gulf Stream north
to Maryland, USA, and south to north-eastern Brazil (Harrison 1983). It
was formerly regarded as rare but recent seabird research has shown that
it is a regular, if uncommon, visitor to the offshore waters of the eastern
USA with peaks off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, of up to ¢ 40 per day
(Harrison).

So far, there was only one record of Capped Petrel for the western Pale-
arctic. In march or april 1850 (and not 1852 as stated by Bourne 1967 and
Cramp & Simmons 1977) a female was picked up alive in Norfolk, England
(Newton 1852). Other records were unacceptable or due to misidentifica-
tion (Bourne).

The Capped Petrel | observed in the north-eastern North Atlantic Ocean in
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february 1980 may have reached the area by foIIowiqg the warm Gulf
Stream from the Caribbean Sea. The south-western winds continuously
blowing during the preceding weeks may have assisted the northbound
bird.
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Bateleur inlsraelinapril1982 Onthe morning of 15 april 1982 Graham
Ekins, Chris Harris, Henk Hendriks and Tim Lowesby were birding at the
north end of the salt-pans at Elat, Israel.

A raptor passage was in progress with a steady stream of Steppe Buzzards
Buteo buteo vulpinus, moving north with an occasional Steppe Eagle
Aquila rapax orientalis and Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus. A large bird
of prey came into view from the south, its uniform dark coloration and
bowed secondaries suggested an immature vulture while the head and bill
suggested an eagle. An immature Steppe Eagle seen about the same time
was similar in size.

Many photographs had been taken and a description written. The bird was
watched from between 500 m down to 12-15 m when the best
photographs were taken. Total viewing time of the bird was ¢ 10 minutes.
It was not until the returning home that, after studying the photographs
taken, we realized for certain that the bird was an immature Bateleur

Terathopius ecaudatus. None of us had previous experience with this
species.

It was a very large bird of prey, uniform
brown in coloration and with deeply
intended inner primaries. The primaries
were also well-fingered while the bowed
secondaries gave a very vulturine appearan-
ce. A faint pale perimeter demarcated the
edge of the underwing-coverts at the base of
the primaries and secondaries. The leading
primaries were bowed to the rear when
gliding.

It would soar effortlessly up to agreat height

86

with wings held up in a steep V', the
primaries curled upwards even more steep-
ly. It would also quarter the ground with
wings held in a similar position. During this
it would hardly flap its wings at all. In this
respect it looked much like an enormous
harrier Circus. Occasionally, it would side
slip and as a result cover the ground very
rapidly.

The head was large, pale brown in colour
giving a ‘ruffed’ appearance. The bill was
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71 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudarus in non-definitive (= immature) plumage, Israel, april
1982 (Graham Ekins).

also large, the upper mandible hooked, the wing-coverts and the remiges. It was

overall colour being a steely blue.

The tail was short and diamond-shaped and
brown in colour. The very large yellow talons
extending almost to the tip of the two central
rectrices. The overall effect was as if the bird
was flying backwards. At close range, all the
underwing-coverts had pale brown edges, a
characteristic not noticeable at ranges
greater than 200 m. The upperwing seemed
very uniform, no noticeable difference in

interesting to note that the secondaries
were shortened near to the body giving the
hindwing a pronounced ‘S’ shape. The
carpal joint on the leading edge of the wing
projected forwards so that it was almost in
line with the bill tip. This gave the bird a very
characteristic shape. The body of the bird
was quite heavily built but the large head
and bill coupled with the long wings made it
look smaller.

colour being detected between the upper-

This probably was the first record of Bateleur for Israel and the second for
the western Palearctic. The observation of an adult on 8 october 1954 west
of Baghdad, Iraq, constituted the first western Palearctic record. The
Bateleur breeds from Sénégal to Sudan and Somalia and south to the
Orange River and eastern Cape Province (Cramp & Simmons 1980). The
species occurs in Saudi Arabia where it is an uncommon resident of the
southern Red Sea coast and the Tihama; it is rare in foothills as far north as
Jedda-Mecca. Breeding has, however, not yet been proven for Saudi
Arabia (Jennings 1981).
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Melanistic Montagu’s Harrier

On 18 july 1982, in the Crau, Bouches-

du-Rhoéne, France, we studied and photographed a melanistic male
Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus. It was alternately soaring and gliding
and standing in the field. The bird was apparently not mated but it seemed,
however, loosely associated with a neighbouring pair.

72-74 Melanistic Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus, male, presumablyin second calendar-
year plumage, France, july 1982 (Arnoud B van den Berg).

PLUMAGE Head: dark blackish-brown; nape
slightly more umber. Upperparts: mantle,
scapulars, back, rump and uppertail-coverts
dark brown; few mantle-feathers and
scapulars black; rump and uppertail-coverts
with silvery-grey shade in certain light.
Underparts: breast, flanks, thighs, belly, vent
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and undertail-coverts dark brown; breast
and belly with some black feathers. Upper-
wing: outer four primaries dark brown, pale-
based and dark-tipped; next three primaries
contrastingly black; secondaries dark brown
with black band at base; coverts dark brown
with silvery-grey shade in certain light.



Underwing: outer four primaries pale with
dark bars, more evidently towards tips; next
three primaries black, innermost little
brownish; inner primaries and secondaries
dark brown with two hardly discernible
partial black bands at base; coverts dark

mededelingen

Tail: uppertail dark brown with faint bars and
light silvery-grey shade in certain light;
undertail pale with three broad dark bars and
pale tips; central rectrices all dark.

BARE PARTS Irides pale reddish-brown. Bill
grey; cere yellow. Legs pale orange-yellow.

brown with base of greater slightly paler.

The black band at the base of the dark brown secondaries is characteristic
for male Montagu’s Harrier. It presumably was a second calendar-year
bird. The outer four primaries were decidedly paler than the next three
ones. This supports the view that the outer four were juvenile feathers (cf
Porter et a/ 1981). The combination of pale juvenile and black post-juvenile
remiges suggests that the melanism became manifest during the
acquisition of the post-juvenile plumage. This is at variance with the
literature (eg Glutz von Blotzheim et a/ 1971). For more information on
melanism in this species, see de Lust 1981.
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Stilt Sandpiper on Mallorcain may 1983 On 6 may 1983, after aday’s
birding at Porto Colém, Mallorca, Spain, | arrived at the Salinas de Levante
at ¢ 17:00. Walking in from the main entrance, | noticed that some of the
salt pans were in ‘good condition’ and held a good selection of passage
waders as well as the usual Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus.
On one of the pans were ¢ 50 Kentish Plovers Charadrius alexandrinus, ¢
50 Little Stints Calidris minuta, a single Temminck’s Stint C temminckii
and ¢ 40 Curlew Sandpipers C ferruginea in various stages of moult to
alternate (= summer) plumage. On the next pan my attention was caught
by a long-legged, long-necked wader slightly larger than Curlew
Sandpiper, standing between two Black-winged Stilts. | immediately
recognized it as a Stilt Sandpiper Micropalama himantopus assuming
alternate plumage and was able to compare it with a variety of other
waders, including Curlew Sandpiper, over the next two hours. Moreover, |
was able to take a number of photographs of the bird. The following
description of its size and build, plumage, bare parts and behaviour is a
sub-edited version of my description taken at the time in bright late
afternoon sunshine, the sun being behind me.

89



mededelingen

75 Stilt Sandpiper Micropalama himantopus, assuming alternate (= summer) plumage,
Mallorca, Spain, may 1983 (Graham P Catley).

size & BUILD Size between that of Curlew
Sandpiper and Redshank 7ringa totanus, ¢
15% larger than former. Neck and bill both
longer than those of Curlew Sandpiper; bill
straight along almost whole length with
slight droop at tip, almost same thickness
throughout with slightly expanded tip. Legs
much longer than those of Curlew Sandpi-
per, projecting beyond tail in flight.

PLUMAGE Lores and ear-coverts bright chest-
nut, forming very prominent feature on sides
of rather plain grey-buff head and neck.
Supercilia broad and creamy, lightly streak-
ed at front, reaching to rear of ear-coverts
and meeting over bill. Crown looked grey-
brown at distance but, when seen closer,
had blackish feather-centres and chestnut
tinge from just over eye back to uppernape.
Nape and sides of neck grey-buff, paler
below ear-coverts. Neck with dark brown
spots and streaks on upperpart and with dark
ruddy-brown scallops on lowerpart and
around upperbreast. Upperbreast buffish
and heavily marked; sides of upperbreast
and flanks with very obvious dark ruddy-
brown vertical bars; lowerbreast and belly
whitish-buff; undertail-coverts with greyish
spots. Mantle grey-buff with black-centred
feathers, narrowly paler-edged, of alternate

plumage. Scapulars mostly old greyish-buff
but with three to four new alternate feathers
on each side being black-centred and
narrowly whitish-edged. Wing-coverts si-
milar greyish-buff but with slightly darker
centres. Tertials and secondaries dark-
brown with rusty tinge; primaries black. In
flight, upperwings almost uniform but for
darker remiges with no wing-bar. Uppertail-
coverts and most of tail appeared white
spotted with grey, in lines across rump and
upper tail; tail in effect looked whitish with
just grey corners when spread. Underwing-
coverts whitish and undersides of remiges
grey-brown, seen when preening.

BARE PARTS Bill looked all black. Legs looked
bright greenish-ochre to -yellow, brighter in
sunlight.

BEHAVIOUR Had very upright carriage with its
slender neck, held well up, and its long legs,
usually held erect; stretched up even taller
when alarmed. Fed by wading deep into
water, sometimes almost belly-deep, and
probing with its long bill under water with
deliberate slow actions. Flight low and fast
but only from one pan to next. Showed alarm
when other waders did so and was not easily
approached.

The Stilt Sandpiper was seen again_on 7 may by Eddie Myers but not
subsequently. This probably was the first record of this Nearctic wader for
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Kleine en Grote Burgemeesters te lIUmuiden in wintervan 1982/83 In
de winter van 1982/83 werden er langs de Nederlandse kust veel
burgemeesters Larus waargenomen. Dit was ook het geval te [Jmuiden
Nh. Er werden hier tenminste drie Kleine Burgemeesters L glaucoides en
zeven Grote Burgemeesters L hyperboreus vastgesteld.

De eerste Kleine Burgemeester werd op 8 januari 1983 waargenomen. Hij
bleef vier en een halve maand; de laatste melding was op 22 april. De vogel
was gemakkelijk te herkennen; hij miste namelijk een aantal
staartpennen. Er bestond echter wel een verschil van mening over zijn
leeftijd. Peter J Grant /n /itt meende op grond van fotomateriaal dat het een
vogel in eerste basiskleed (= eerste winterkleed) was. Een tweede Kleine
in eerste basiskleed werd op 13 februari waargenomen en gefotografeerd.
Van 5 tot 11+ februari zorgde een leucistische Zilvermeeuw L argentatus
in eerste basiskleed voor verwarring. Enkele meldingen van Kleine in de
tweede helft van februari en begin maart betroffen wellicht deze vogel.
Gedurende de eerste twee weken van mei bevond zich een Kleine in
tweede wisselkleed (= tweede zomerkleed) in het havengebied.

76 Kleine Burgemeester Larus glaucoides in eerste basiskleed (= eerste winterkleed),
IJmuiden, Noordholland, februari 1983 (Jan Mulder).
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81 Leucistische Zilvermeeuw Larus argentatus in eerste basiskleed (= eerste winterkleed),

IUJmuiden, Noordholland, februari 1983 (Guus van Duin). 82 Grote Burgemeester L

hyperboreus in eerste basiskleed, pikkend naar Zilvermeeuw, |[Jmuiden, februari 1983
(Arnoud B van den Berg).
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Op 28 december 1982 werden de eerste Grote Burgemeesters
waargenomen. In de loop van januari liep het aantal op tot tenminste
zeven. Onder meer met behulp van foto’s konden vijf verschillende vogels
in eerste basiskleed worden onderscheiden. Het is echter goed mogelijk
dat er meer Grote in dit kleed zijn geweest. Het eenvoudigst te herkennen
was van 2 januari tot 6 februari een exemplaar dat met zijn kop in plastic
verpakkingsmateriaal verstrengeld was geraakt. Op 17 februari bleek hij
zich hiervan bevrijd te hebben. Er werden twee Grote in tweede basiskleed
(= tweede winterkleed) vastgesteld. Op 23 januari werd er een
Zilvermeeuw x Grote Burgemeester in definitief (= volwassen) kleed
gemeld. Mogelijk was dit de zelfde vogel die op 5 februari als Grote in
definitief kleed werd gedetermineerd. In de loop van februari nam het
aantal exemplaren geleidelijk af. Na half maart werden er geen meer
gemeld.

83 Grote Burgemeester Larus hyperboreus in eerste basiskleed (= eerste winterkleed),
IJmuiden, Noordholland, februari 1983 (Arnoud B van den Berg). 84 Grote Burgemeester in
tweede basiskleed (= tweede winterkleed), IJmuiden, februari 1983 (René Pop).
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85 Grote Burgemeester Larus hyperboreus in tweede basiskleed (= tweede winterkleed),
IJmuiden, Noordholland, februari 1983 (Piet Munsterman). 86 Grote Burgemeester in
tweede basiskleed, IUmuiden, januari 1983 (Arie de Knijff).
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FIGURE 1 Moroccan White Wagtail Motacilla alba subpersonata in definitive basic (= adult
winter) (left) and probable first basic (= first-winter) plumage (right), Morocco, december
1982 (Karel A Mauer after sketches by Martin van den Berg).

grey. Breast black; white spot between black FIRST BASIC PLUMAGE Similar to that of
on nape, ear-coverts and breast and grey on definitive basic plumage but black on head
mantle. Rest of plumage identical with that replaced by grey, and nape and posterior part
of White Wagtail M a alba. of ear-coverts separated by pale stripe.

The Moroccan White Wagtail has a distinct head pattern which readily
distinguishes it from other White Wagtail subspecies like White and Pied
M a yarrellii. (For information on the subspecies’ distribution range, see
Heim de Balsac & Mayaud 1962 and Mayaud 1970.)
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notes on oriental birds

Hodgson’s Stonechats in Nepal in march and april 1982 Hodgson'’s
Stonechat Saxicola insignis is a rare and little known central Palearctic
species. It breeds very locally in the alpine and subalpine zones of the
mountains of Kazakhstan, western Mongolia and Inner Mongolia (A-la
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similar in colour to those of Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris but with a more
orange tinge on the breast. The throat is whitish.

Another group of birders visited the Kosi Dam area on 16 april and found
the same number of Hodgson's Stonechats still present in the same area.
However, all the birds had gone by 28 and 29 may when a further group of
birders went to look for them.
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mystery photographs

87 Mystery photograph 12. Solution in next issue.
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Soft-plumaged petrels in Madeiran Islands Bourne 1983 recom-
mended to treat the two western Palearctic soft-plumaged petrels
Pterodroma, the Gon-gon P feae and Freira P madeira, as sympatric
species distinct from the Soft-plumaged Petrel P mollis of the Southern
Hemisphere. The smaller summer-breeding Freira is only known to breed
on heavily-vegetated upper slopes of Madeira. The larger Gon-gon breeds
in autumn on the bare outlying islands, the Desertas; it also breeds in other
North Atlantic archipelagos. Both species are rare with the threatened
Freira reduced to a few dozen birds (Bourne). Therefore, | think it is
worthwhile to note that the descriptions of calls and finding place given by
van den Berg & de Wijs 1980 for soft-plumaged petrels on Pico do Arreiro,
Madeira, concern the Freira.
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Verenkleed en naakte delen van juveniele Steltkluut De mededeling
door van Oostveen 1982 over het verenkleed en de naakte delen van drie
juveniele Steltkluten Himantopus himantopus in het Harderbos Fl in
augustus 1982 bracht mij ertoe een tweetal dia’s van een juveniele
Steltkluut eens nader te bekijken. De betrokken dia’s waren op 12
augustus 1982 genomen in het dierenpark te Les Saintes Maries-de-la-
Mer, Camargue, Bouches-du-Rhéne, Frankrijk. De onderstaande beschrij-
ving van het verenkleed en de naakte delen werd opgesteld aan de hand
van de dia’s.

VERENKLEED Nek is aan begin bruingrijs

ongeveer als bij vorkstaartplevier Glareola.
gevlekt. Naar boven gaat dit over in lichter

Op zijhals enkele lichtgrijze vlekjes. Voor-

grijs, doorlopend over kruin waar het meer
egaal donkerder grijs wordt, tot aan ogen.
Aan beide zijden loopt dit donkerder grijs uit
tot boven ogen, op wangen en op oordekve-
ren. Voorhoofd wit. Geen spoor van lichte
wenkbrauwstreep. Licht randje onder oog,
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hals wit evenals borst, buik en onderstaart-
dekveren. Rug en bovenvleugels grijsbruin
met lichte randen aan veren. Randen zijn
‘reddish-buff’ aan grote en kleine slagpen-
dekveren en tertials en ‘buff’ aan middelste
slagpendekveren. Ook lichte randen aan
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