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On European occurrence of Lesser Snow Goose from Canada

phase, parental colour phase, condition and nest number is recorded for each
‘numbered’ gosling. Four to five weeks after hatch, while the goslings are still
flightless and adults are undergoing moult, the ringing procedure begins.
Feeding flocks of ¢. 1000 individuals are rounded up by helicopter and herded
into pens. Each bird is aged, sexed, its colour classified and it is then marked
with both a metal ring and a colour PVC ring. Some of the latter are engraved
with a unique series of letters which are used in subsequent seasons to
individually identify the bird. The colour of these rings signifies the year in
which they were applied. Birds ringed in 1979, for example, bear grey rings
while 1980 marked birds have dark green rings. When a bird ringed in this
manner is seen year after year, a great deal of information is accumulated,
including data on nest location, nest success, age and mate retention. Plain
colour rings, such as that worn by the individual sighted in the Netherlands,
are also used. These are applied particularly to gosling males which are generally
not expected to return to the LPB colony. Since 1979 c. 6000 Lesser Snow Geese
have been ringed annually and the number to date totals ¢. 45 000.
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Figure 2. Distribution of recoveries of all Figure 3. Distribution of recoveries of all
female Lesser Snow Geese Anser c. caerules- male Lesser Snow Geese Anser c. caerulescens
cens ringed as adult at La Pérouse Bay (Mani- ringed as adult at La Pérouse Bay (Manitoba)
toba) in North America in 1969-80 in North America in 1969-80
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