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Crested Honey Buzzard: identification,
western occurrence and hybridisation
with European Honey Buzzard

Wouter Faveyts, Machiel Valkenburg & Barak Granit

his paper describes the occurrence of the mi-

gratory subspecies orientalis of Crested Honey
Buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus (hereafter orientalis)
as a migrant along the western edge of its range.
Attention is also given to birds showing hybrid
features of orientalis and European Honey Buzzard
P apivorus (hereafter apivorus).

Breeding and wintering areas

Crested Honey Buzzard is a bird of prey from the
Eastern Palearctic, with six recognized subspecies
and can be considered the eastern counterpart of
apivorus. The northern subspecies P p orientalis is
the only one that is migratory, the others being
sedentary in subtropical and tropical parts of
southern Asia. It has been suggested that all sub-
species, including orientalis, may deserve separate
species status (del Hoyo et al 1994, Ferguson-Lees
& Christie 2001). Orientalis breeds from southern
Siberia, from at least the upper Ob valley, east-
ward to Sakhalin, Russia, south to northern
Mongolia, north-eastern China, North Korea and
the northern half of Japan. The exact limits of the
Siberian breeding range are insufficiently known;
it may extend north to 62°N along the middle
Yenisey river and also further west than hitherto
known (see also below), overlapping with the
breeding range of apivorus (Stepanyan 1983,
Ferguson-Lees & Christie 2001). The wintering
range of orientalis extends from the Indian
Subcontinent to south-eastern China, and then
further south to south-eastern Asia, across the
Greater and Lesser Sundas, Indonesia, east to
Timor. It overlaps in winter with the ranges of the
five sedentary subspecies, making it difficult to
assess whether information on the species in the
wintering range refers to orientalis or to the seden-
tary subspecies.

Identification

In the field, there is a considerable confusion risk
between orientalis and apivorus but a number of
field characters should make identification not too
difficult when birds are seen well. In general,
apivorus is smaller and slimmer than orientalis.

[Dutch Birding 33: 149-162, 2011]

Apivorus also has a proportionally longer tail and
narrower wings, showing five fingered primaries.
Orientalis, on the other hand, appears shorter tail-
ed and broader winged, with six fingered prima-
ries. These features make orientalis look clearly
bulkier and larger in flight. Orientalis shows the
‘honey buzzard shape’ that European observers
should be familiar with from apivorus (relatively
long tail, rounded wings and a small, pigeon-like
head) but with a heavier, almost eagle-like appear-
ance.

There are also several differences in plumage
(see table 1). Adult males of both species are the
most straightforward to identify, with females and
especially immatures being more tricky. Like in
many raptor species, juvenile birds have a differ-
ent shape compared with older birds, and this
also applies to both honey buzzards. Juveniles
orientalis are noticeably narrower winged than
adults, resulting in a shape resembling apivorus.
No specific features are mentioned for juvenile
birds in table 1 but some of the general features of
orientalis also apply to juveniles (general impres-
sion, flight action and the number of fingered pri-
maries).

Both species show considerable individual
plumage variation, which seriously complicates
the matter. The crest, giving orientalis its English
name, is actually hardly developed or even absent
in the subspecies orientalis, and therefore cannot
be considered a reliable field mark (Forsman
1994, Shirihai 1994, Laine 1996, Beaman &
Madge 1998, Forsman 1999, Ferguson-Lees &
Christie 2001).

Identification of a honey buzzard should be
based on a combination of features. As is the case
with other raptors, it is easier to tell the age and/or
sex of a honey buzzard than the exact species.
When observing a tricky honey buzzard, it is thus
advisable to try ageing and sexing the bird first,
before moving on to the identification to species
level.

Possibility of hybrids
The species status of both orientalis and apivorus
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Crested Honey Buzzard: identification, western occurrence and hybridisation with European Honey Buzzard

163 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus, adult female, Aydarli, Kazakhstan, 21 May
2008 (Wouter Faveyts). Note bulky and broad-winged overall appearance. Sixth fingered primary is visible, although
not very clear due to wing position. Hand looks broader than would be expected in European Honey Buzzard
P apivorus. Lack of carpal patch and hint of gorget are further pointers towards ptilorhyncus. Pattern on secondaries
not usable in this bird, with only two bars visible, none of them reaching all the way to body. Pattern of both secondar-
ies and primaries are female features, as is tail pattern. 164 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief Pernis
ptilorhyncus, adult male, Aydarli, Kazakhstan, 21 May 2008 (Wouter Faveyts). Note bulky and broad-winged impres-
sion, presence of gorget and absence of carpal patch. Six fingered primaries make hand look broad. Patterns of both
secondaries and primaries typical for male, as is tail pattern, looking all black with white bar halfway. 165 European
Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis apivorus, adult male, Falsterbo, Skine, Sweden, 28 August 2007 (fean Van Holen).
In dark-morph birds like this, carpal patch feature not useful. Pattern of remiges clearly indicates male. Yellow iris, tail
pattern and slimmer and more slender built all indicate apivorus. 166 European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis
apivorus, adult female, Gent, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium, 16 August 2009 (Bernard Van Elegem). Primary patterning
can be used for sexing. Slim and slender appearance, without more eagle-like impression typical for Crested Honey
Buzzard P ptilorhyncus are good for apivorus. Only five fingered primaries are visible and clear carpal patch is present.
Secondary pattern typical for apivorus: one clear bar, disappearing halfway under wing-coverts.

is supported by DNA research, which has shown
that apivorus belongs to a very distinct clade that
may not even be the closest relative of orientalis
(Crochet 2005). Stepanyan (1983) states that the
breeding ranges of both species overlap in south-
ern Siberia but that hybridisation does not exist.

150

However, it seems that hybridisation does occur
as some honey buzzards recorded in Central Asia
have shown hybrid features. For instance, photo-
graphs of one bird in a flock of 40 at Topar lakes,
Kazakhstan, on 5 May 2008 show mixed features
(Machiel Valkenburg pers obs). The bird is clearly



Crested Honey Buzzard: identification, western occurrence and hybridisation with European Honey Buzzard

167 European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis apivorus, adult female (left) and adult male, Falsterbo, Skane,
Sweden, 28 August 2007 (Jean Van Holen). Both birds show carpal patches and only five primaries are clearly finger-
ed. Male has obviously different tail pattern compared with male Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilorhyncus, being
largely pale. Yellow iris of male is visible. 168 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus,
adult female, Chokpak pass, Kazakhstan, 22 September 2003 (Arend Wassink). Pattern on remiges and especially
primaries indicate female. In dark-morph bird like this, carpal patch all dark along with rest of underwing-coverts,
making this feature useless. Large and bulky appearance, with broad wings and six fingered primaries are good for
ptilorhyncus. Secondary pattern is more typical than in bird in plate 163: more barring is visible and it runs all the
way to body without disappearing under wing-coverts. Tail barring more obvious than would be expected for female

European Honey Buzzard P apivorus, being more reminiscent of tail pattern of male apivorus.

AL A 3 ™ B N\ TN 1
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Crested Honey Buzzard: identification, western occurrence and hybridisation with European Honey Buzzard

TABLE 1 Comparison of features of European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis apivorus and Crested Honey
Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief P ptilorhyncus orientalis

General (both sexes)

General
impression

Flight action

Tail

Visibly fingered
primaries

Wing

Body

Carpal patch

Throat pattern

Moult

Adult male
Tail pattern

European Honey Buzzard

Appears smaller and slimmer
compared with orientalis

More elegant and less heavy

Appears longer, generally of
same length as arm base

Five primaries protruding from
trailing edge of wing

Relatively slimmer, also result of
only five protruding primaries

Comparatively more slender
and less heavy

Presence of a darker carpal
patch

No pattern as described under
orientalis. Females can show
narrow dark moustache, but
never marked dark gorget
typical of orientalis, if present

Moult starts in late summer in
breeding areas and is then sus-

pended during autumn migration.

Only 1-3 inner primaries are
replaced before migration, and
males moult on average less
primaries (sometimes none)

Pale ground colour, with dark
trailing edge and two narrow
dark tail bars close to tail base

Crested Honey Buzzard

Despite being only slightly larger
in absolute measurements than
apivorus, orientalis appears bulkier
and larger, especially in flight,
often appearing eagle-like

Slower and heavier, giving
eagle-like impression

Appears shorter and broader,
generally being shorter than arm
base

Six primaries protruding from
trailing edge of wing

Broader, with a broader and
fuller hand, result of the 6th
protruding primary

Comparatively broader and
heavier

Not present, although some
birds can appear to show very
limited amount of dark at inner
part of carpal area

Pale throat bordered by dark
gorget, sometimes partly or
completely divided by darker
median strip. Can be very
reduced and barely visible

Moult starts in late summer in
breeding areas and is then
suspended during autumn
migration; 4-5 inner primaries
are replaced before migration

Dark with broad white bar
across middle of tail

Comment

Good feature but
requires field experi-
ence with at least
one of two species

Good feature but
requires field experi-
ence with at least
one of two species

Fairly good feature
but closed tail of
orientalis can give
long impression

Good feature but
often not easy to

judge in the field,
much easier from
photographs

Fairly good feature
but beware of differ-
ences owing to the
flight mode (gliding
birds of both species
show more slender
wings than soaring

birds)

Not very useful in
the field

Good feature but

not useful in dark-
morph birds, which
occur in both species

Not very useful owing
to individual variation.
If present, described
throat pattern is dis-
tinctive for orientalis

Good feature but can
be used only at right
time of year

Very good feature
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Crested Honey Buzzard: identification, western occurrence and hybridisation with European Honey Buzzard

TABLE 1 (continued)

Outer dark bar
across remiges
on underwing

Iris colour

Adult female
Tail pattern

Pattern of
secondaries
on underwing

European Honey Buzzard

Less obvious, more narrow,
running closer to bases of
primaries and not reaching body

Yellow

Pale ground colour, with narrow

dark trailing edge and two narrow
dark tail bars close to base of tail.
Pattern less clear-cut than in male

Two narrow wing bars, with wider
gap between outer bar and edge
of wing. Outer bar disappears in
wing-coverts before reaching body

Crested Honey Buzzard

More obvious, broader, running
along emarginations of fingers,
further away from base of prim-
aries, and reaching all the way
to body

Dark

Pale ground colour, with dark
trailing edge and two narrow
tail bars close to base of tail.
Looks like tail pattern of adult
male apivorus

Three narrow wings bars, spaced
evenly between underwing-coverts
and edge of wing. Outer (third)

bar runs closer to edge of wing
compared with apivorus and
reaches all the way to body

Four narrow wing bars, with
outer bar running more towards
tip of primaries

Comment

Fairly good feature

Very good feature
but of little use in the

field

Fairly good feature
but sex of bird needs
to be assessed first

Not very useful owing
to considerable indi-
vidual variation, bars
being rather blurry
and difficult to see in
some birds

Not very useful
because sometimes
not present or too

Pattern of Three narrow wing bars
primaries on

underwing

Iris colour Yellow

blurry to be judged
correctly

Yellow

a male, judging from the primary pattern. The out-
er primaries show black tips, contrasting sharply
with the white inner part of the feather. It has a
dark carpal patch; at least for pale-morph birds
like this one, this is a definite field mark pointing
towards apivorus. However, the tail pattern is too
bold for what should be expected for an adult
male apivorus, with especially the dark inner tail-
bar, that is wholly visible in the photograph, being
too broad for apivorus. The bold black-and-white
pattern is reminiscent of the pattern of an adult
male orientalis but it is not really good enough for
the latter. The outermost dark bar across the remig-
es on the underwing points towards orientalis, be-
ing obvious and reaching all the way to the body.
The throat pattern also points to orientalis: pale
and bordered by a dark gorget. The tail appears
rather shortish and the overall impression of the
bird is large and bulky. The wing tips are some-
what tapering though, creating a somewhat point-
ed wing, suggesting apivorus. In the end, the bird
appears more like an orientalis than an apivorus
but the very obvious dark carpal patch and the tail
pattern speak against a pure orientalis. Summariz-

ing, the bird shows hybrid features of both spe-
cies.

Two other examples of honey buzzards show-
ing hybrid features are found in Dernjatin & Vattu-
lainen (2004), discussing raptor migration at
Chokpak pass, Kazakhstan, in September 2002.
The bird in plate ‘I’ on page 49 is very similar to
the bird shown in plate 170. It clearly shows a
male primary pattern. Although slightly paler than
the bird in plate 170, it shows similar characters;
it has a dark carpal patch (although not as large as
in the bird in plate 170), the tail pattern is too bold
for a male apivorus but not good for orientalis ei-
ther and it shows a throat pattern that fits orienta-
lis. Like the bird in plate 170, it appears somewhat
bulky but with a tapering wing tip. Contrary to the
bird in plate 170, the outermost dark bar across
the remiges does not reach all the way to the body.
In conclusion, this bird appears intermediate,
showing hybrid features of both species. The other
bird is shown in plate ‘j’ of Dernjatin & Vattulai-
nen (2004). This bird, also a male judged by the
primary pattern, shows broad wings and a full
hand, with a protruding sixth primary, indicative
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169 European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis apivorus, adult female, Falsterbo, Skéne, Sweden, 28 August 2007
(Jean Van Holen). Clearly apivorus on basis of overall slim impression, obvious carpal patch and five fingered prima-
ries. There is, however, more barring on secondaries than usual in apivorus (three bars visible) and outer bar reaches
all the way to body, a feature more typical of Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilorhyncus. Clear and extensive grey on
head would point towards male but pattern of remiges and tail show that it is actually female. 170 Hybrid honey
buzzard / hybride wespendief Pernis, adult male, Salalah, Dhofar, Oman, 12 February 2010 (Pascal Rapin). Bird
showing that hybrid features can be tricky to discover. Sexing is important first step and in this plate this could be
open to debate; based on all available photographs (also showing upper side), it is a male. At first sight, bird looks
good for pure adult male Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilorhyncus, with evenly broad wings and six fingered primaries.
Closer looks reveal that tail pattern is not good for pure orientalis and that iris colour is slightly too bright for adult
male ptilorhyncus. One can only guess whether this is a first generation hybrid or a back-crossed bird. 171 Hybrid
honey buzzard / hybride wespendief Pernis, female, Sohar, Oman, 28 December 2008 (Wouter Faveyts). Bulky and
heavy appearance, relatively broad wings and six fingered primaries all point toward Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilo-
rhyncus. Growing p10 is also good for that species. Closer looks reveal some oddities, however: relatively slender
body, smallish head, tapering and not really evenly broad wings and hint of carpal patch, pointing towards some
hybrid influence. 172 Honey buzzard / wespendief Pernis, Eilat, Israel, mid-May 2001 (Barak Granit). Size and
structure as in European Honey Buzzard P apivorus, with five fingered primaries, slim belly and narrow wings. Note,
however, carpal ground color same as rest of coverts with dark spots, and dark bar on outer primaries, indicating
possible hybrid, or apivorus with some genetic influence of Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilorhyncus.
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173 Presumed hybrid honey buzzard / vermoedelijke hybride wespendief Pernis, presumably male (below), with
Crested Honey Buzzards/ Aziatische Wespendieven P ptilorhyncus, male (left) and female, Taukum desert, Kazakhstan,
12 May 2008 (Machiel Valkenburg). Lower bird showing features of both ptilorhyncus and European Honey Buzzard
P apivorus. Bird looks rather bulky but also gives impression of being somewhat slimmer than other two birds. Hand
looks more slender than arm, whereas wings look more evenly broad in both ptilorhyncus. Pattern of primaries
indicates male: there is sharp contrast between black tips and whitish remainder of primaries, giving impression of
feathers dipped in black ink. Tail pattern does not fit either species: too much white for ptilorhyncus and too much
contrast and too much dark for apivorus. Bird also shows clear carpal patch. All combined, bird clearly shows fea-
tures of both species and can therefore be considered a hybrid.

of orientalis. However, the presence of a carpal
patch and the tail pattern are not right for orien-
talis.

Forsman (1994) also mentioned the occurrence
of birds with mixed characters. He described
several birds at Chokpak pass in September 1993:
‘The general shape of these [mixed character]
birds resembled [European] Honey Buzzard;
they were smaller-headed, narrower-winged and
longer-tailed than Crested Honey Buzzards, but
they showed a broader wing-tip (longer 6th
primary) than normal [European] Honey Buzzards,
and they also lacked a dark carpal patch. The
moult stage was similar to Crested Honey Buzzard
and the wing barring was intermediate or closer to
Crested Honey Buzzard’. The paper includes a
photograph of such a bird (plate 15).

On 28 December 2008, a bird showing hybrid
features was recorded at Sohar Sun Farms in north-
ern Oman by Wim D’Haeseleer, Geert Elskens,
Wouter Faveyts and Joost Mertens (plate 171). This
bird is not an adult male and therefore more dif-
ficult to identify. In the field, it was seen from a
considerable distance around noon, with viewing
conditions not being ideal. It was readily identi-
fied as a honey buzzard, based on the general

shape. Because of the bulky and heavy appear-
ance, it was tentatively identified as orientalis.
Some photographs were taken from a distance.
When looking at these back home, it quickly
appeared that something was not right for orien-
talis but that it obviously was not an apivorus
either. After more study, it was concluded that it
showed hybrid features. Features pointing towards
orientalis are the heavy and bulky appearance; the
relatively broad wings; the relatively short tail; six
fingered primaries (p10 is still growing); and the
outer bar on the secondaries reaching the body.
Also the moult pattern points towards orientalis,
with only p10 still growing. Apivorus should not
have moulted as many primaries at this time of the
year, because it usually finishes its moult just be-
fore the spring migration, around March (Dick
Forsman in litt). Features more indicative of api-
vorus are the relatively slender body and a small-
ish head; a hint of a carpal patch (although it looks
bleached and is difficult to see in the photographs);
and the wing shape not being broad enough for a
typical orientalis (without the typical eagle-like
impression of orientalis). Furthermore, there is not
enough barring on the secondaries (there should
be three bars on the secondaries in orientalis).
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174 European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief Pernis api-
vorus, adult male, Kasmala, Altay kraj, southern Siberia,
Russia, 24 June 2009 (Wouter Faveyts). Pale-morph bird
showing typical slim appearance and five fingered pri-
maries, as well as clear and contrasting carpal patch. Tail
pattern and yellow iris also typical for male apivorus.
Photograph taken at far eastern edge of breeding range
of apivorus, very close to supposed overlap zone with
Crested Honey Buzzard P ptilorhyncus.

Orientalis records are considered by the Oman
Bird Records Committee; this record was submit-
ted as a hybrid between orientalis and apivorus. If
accepted as such, it would be the first for Oman.
Based on field observations, it is not possible to
tell if (presumed) hybrids are first-generation hy-
brids or back-crosses. This is useful to keep in
mind for any observer of an alleged orientalis in
the Middle East or Central Asia. It is recommend-
ed that orientalis in this area be photographically
documented as much as possible, in order to as-
sess potential hybrid features. Any such photo-
graphs are much welcomed by the authors.

Migration

The world population of Crested Honey Buzzard
is estimated to be 100 000 to 1 million birds
(Birdlife International 2010), of which a consider-
able part must be nominate orientalis (Ferguson-
Lees & Christie 2001). Considerable numbers of
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175 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief
Pernis ptilorhyncus, female, pale morph (below), with
European Honey Buzzard / Wespendief P apivorus, Eilat,
Israel, mid-May 2001 (Barak Granit). Note broader
wings of ptilorhyncus than apivorus, with six fingered
primaries and dark gorget. Extensive dark outer prima-
ries may indicate second calendar-year plumage.

migrants are known from a number of localities in
eastern Asia, mostly from autumn migration. For a
summary of the migration routes, see Ferguson-
Lees & Christie (2001). Some of the main bottle-
necks for migrating orientalis are located in south-
eastern Asia. For example, in Thailand, during a
survey at Chumphon from late September through
early November 2003, this species was found to
be the fourth most common raptor with 15 972
individuals (9% of total migrants there; DeCandido
et al 2008). Also, the Indonesian archipelago
holds several such bottlenecks (and is one of the
main wintering areas of this species), such as Bali,
where during a late autumn survey from 3 October
to 25 November 2004, it was found to be the sec-
ond most common species counted, with 1608
individuals (22% of the total number) crossing to
neighbouring Lombok (Germi 2005).

The relative scarcity of information on migrant
numbers of orientalis in its Asian range contrasts
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markedly with the large amount of detailed infor-
mation on the migration routes and numbers of
apivorus. However, recent studies on satellite-
tagged birds from Japan have highlighted major
differences between spring and autumn migration
in East Asia (Higuchi 2010). It was found that, in
autumn, Japanese birds migrated over the East
China Sea (a distance of c 680 km), through China
and northern Vietnam to the Malay Peninsula and
eventually to Borneo, Indonesia, and the Philip-
pines, and some individuals to Flores and Java,
Indonesia. In spring, the same birds principally
followed the same route back, until they reached
the northern end of the Malay Peninsula. From
here, birds took different routes but all eventually
crossed through China in a north-easterly direc-
tion (well inland) before circumventing the Yellow
Sea and entering Japan from the Korean Peninsula.
Autumn migration in Japan began in early Septem-
ber, with most birds migrating by the end of
that month; in spring, migration started in mid-
February and all satellite-tracked birds were on
the move by mid-March. In autumn, migration
took 51-79 days, while, in spring, 66-85 days
were spent migrating (Higuchi 2010).

Status in Central Asia
It has been known for some time that orientalis not
only migrates in huge numbers through eastern
and south-eastern Asia but also in small numbers
through Central Asia (Wassink & Oreel 2007). The
passage in Central Asia is mentioned already in
old Russian literature to be concentrated in the
area of the Chokpak pass, a major raptor migra-
tion bottleneck, situated between the Karatau and
Tien Shan mountain ranges in southern Kazakhstan.
Numbers are considered to fluctuate from year to
year and apivorus is rarer in this region (Kovshar
1967). Chokpak pass is over 10° west of the
known western edge of the breeding range of
orientalis, and the westernmost location where
migration is recorded in regular and considerable
numbers. Migration is reported mainly in autumn;
data are scarce but, during the autumns of 1966-
2003, 66 orientalis were ringed at Chokpak pass
ringing station (Dernjatin & Vattulainen 2004).
Moreover, during a 13-day period in early Sep-
tember 1993, 135 orientalis were counted on mi-
gration (Forsman 1994). The annual passage of
orientalis at this site indicates either that it is
breeding further west than hitherto known or that
birds from the western part of the breeding range
are circumnavigating the high ranges of the Tien
Shan and the Hindu Kush on their way south.
Along the western end of its range, orientalis is

also recorded on spring migration. At least 57
birds were reported in south-eastern Kazakhstan
in 2008, including a flock of ¢ 40 on 12 May
(Laurens Steijn, Machiel Valkenburg and others).
In 2009, at least 42 were reported, including a
flock of 39 at Kolshengel in Taukum desert on 18
May (Wassink 2009). None of these birds were
recorded during any standardized raptor migra-
tion counts; all were occasional sightings reported
by various birding tour groups and probably more
birds were seen by other groups.

Apart from Kazakhstan, there are very few
records from Central Asia (cf Schweizer &
Mitropolskiy 2008). There are 13 records from
Uzbekistan and three from Tajikistan, totaling 62
birds. The records are neatly divided between
spring and autumn (eight for each). No birds have
been recorded in Kyrgyzstan or Turkmenistan,
although several records in the Ili-Alatau national
park in Kazakhstan, just north of the Kyrgyz bor-
der, indicate that the species must also pass
through that country. Two records are known from
Afghanistan, both in 2007.

It can be assumed that when such numbers are
recorded by casual observers in a huge region like
Central Asia, considerably larger numbers of
orientalis move through every spring, possibly
involving several 100s.

Status in the Middle East

The first record in the Western Palearctic (WP) was
a bird retrospectively identified at Borcka, eastern
Turkey, on 27 September 1979 (Laine 1996, Dutch
Birding 18: 265, 1996, Kirwan et al 2008), follow-
ed by the first for Israel at Eilat on 14 May 1994,
one of the main migration bottlenecks in the world
for apivorus (Editors Dutch Birding 1994, Shirihai
1994). Since then, the species has shown a re-
markable pattern of occurrence in Israel: although
orientalis was clearly on the radar of observers,
there were only single records in 1995, 1996 and
1997 (Shirihai et al 2000). After this, the situation
changed dramatically, probably as a result of in-
creased identification knowledge and deliberate
searching; 14 birds were counted at Eilat during
May 1999 and 35 during May 2001, including
seven on 17 May alone (Granit 2003), and several
10s were reported in 2002. Based on the ratio of
orientalis versus apivorus (estimated at at least
1:1000) and annual counts of ¢ 300 000 migrating
apivorus, it is likely that several 100s orientalis
may pass through southern Israel each spring
(Barak Granit pers obs). In most years, there is no
such coverage but, even then, still 15-20 birds are
recorded each spring. Most are in April-May,
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176-177 Presumed Crested Honey Buzzard / vermoedelijke Aziatische Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus, dark morph,
Eilat, Israel, 20 May 2001 (Barak Granit). Sex and age uncertain, possibly second calendar-year male, perhaps with
some genetic influence of European Honey Buzzard P apivorus. Note dark eye indicating male ptilorhyncus, wing
pattern fitting female ptilorhyncus and tail pattern indicating male apivorus. Bar on outer primaries fits female ptilo-
rhyncus. Heavy body and ‘pregnant’ belly also indicating ptilorhyncus. Darker ‘gorget’ (!) exists and is possible to
notice in dark morph when seen well. 178 Presumed Crested Honey Buzzard / vermoedelijke Aziatische Wespendief
Pernis ptilorhyncus, male, pale morph (centre), with European Honey Buzzards / Wespendieven P apivorus, Eilat,
Israel, 21 May 2001 (Barak Granit). Possibly hybrid with European Honey Buzzard P apivorus. Note pale coverts and
dark gorget typical of ptilorhyncus but tail pattern not fitting any Pernis species: tail band stronger than in male
apivorus but thinner than in male ptilorhyncus. Birds similar to this one, with similar tail pattern (and often darker
carpal area than here) are most common ‘type’ of hybrids/unresolved plumages seen in Israel on migration.

mainly during May with a peak around 8-21 May,
just after the apivorus peak has ended; for in-
stance, in 2001, 28 birds out of a total of 35 were
counted between 10 and 21 May, and the earliest
record ever was on 19 March 2006. In autumn,
when it is more difficult to get a clear picture of
numbers due to the different and more difficult
viewing conditions, orientalis was first recorded in
1999 during the annual raptor migration survey of
the Northern Valleys of the Israel Ornithological
Centre (I0C). In 1999, three birds were counted
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and, in 2000, 10. Since then, five to 12 have been
recorded each autumn, starting around 30 August
and peaking between 10 and 25 September (as in
spring, the orientalis peak falls just after the
apivorus peak has ended or is starting to end) with
birds recorded rarely even until November (Barak
Granit pers obs). The species is no longer regarded
as a vagrant in Israel and it is difficult to keep track
of all records. In February 2008, the first wintering
orientalis was recorded, and apparently the same
bird returned in two consecutive winters (Koss et
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179 Presumed Crested Honey Buzzard / vermoedelijke Aziatische Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus, male, pale morph,

Eilat, Israel, 21 May 2001 (Barak Granit). Same bird as in plate 178. 180 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische

Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus, male, Eilat, Israel, 20 May 2001 (Barak Granit). Bird showing interesting tail pattern,

lacking inner black band. Dark gorget not developed. Note stronger than usual black bar on primary bases.

181 Crested Honey Buzzard / Aziatische Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus, male (left), with European Honey Buzzard /

Wespendief P apivorus, Eilat, Israel, 20 May 2001 (Barak Granit). Same bird as in plate 180. Note size difference,
heavier body and belly and broader wing with six fingered primaries.

al 2008; Avner Cohen in litt; Dutch Birding 30:
189, plate 210, 2008).

The first record for Egypt was an adult male at
Quseir (Bir el Ambagi) on 9 May 1996, which has
recently been accepted by the Egyptian Orni-
thological Rarities Committee (EORC; Jiguet et al
2011). There are two other reports from Egypt
(Sharm el Sheikh, Sinai, from 26 October to 4 No-
vember 2007, and 36 km north of El Gouna on 17
April 2008; www.birdinginegypt.com/documents/
egypt-non-passerine.pdf). The records in 1996
and (if accepted) 2008 are currently the only
records for Africa but more (winter) records should
be expected in this continent (see below).

It appears that orientalis occurs in very small
numbers in the Arabian Peninsula, including in
winter, based on a number of winter records since
the 1990s in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and
in other countries in the Arabian Peninsula and
the Middle East. In Oman, seven records (involv-
ing eight birds) were accepted by the Oman Bird
Records Committee until 2003, the first on 24
May 1996 (Eriksen & Eriksen 1997). In recent
years, more records have been reported but not
yet submitted to the committee. These included
three wintering birds in 2008/09 — the first time
that birds have wintered (lan Harrison in litt). In
December 2010, Dick Forsman reported c 15 dif-
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ferent honey buzzards in the green areas around
Salalah in the Dhofar region of southern Oman
during six days. More specifically, during a thor-
ough search on 12 December, he observed at least
eight different birds, including four orientalis, two
apparent hybrids and two undetermined birds that
were not seen well enough. DF suggested that
these birds have been overlooked here in the past
or that their numbers have increased recently
(www.dickforsman.com/2010/12/26/raptors-in-
oman-6-12-dec-2010/). In the UAE, the first record
of orientalis was on 16 December 1992, and now-
adays the species is considered an uncommon but
regular and annual visitor in increasing numbers,
mainly as a late autumn migrant and winter visitor
(until April-May), and rarely in summer (Pedersen
2008, Pedersen & Aspinall 2010, Campbell &
Pedersen 2011; Tommy Pedersen in litt). The first
three records in Saudi Arabia were in October
1994 and 1997 (Dutch Birding 18: 126-129,
1996, 19: 256, 1997).

In autumn 2009, orientalis was recorded for the
first time at the raptor migration bottleneck at
Batumi, Georgia (two definite records and three
possible records) (Wouter Vansteelant & Johannes
Jansen in litt; www.batumiraptorcount.org/). In
September 2010, three birds were observed here
(cf van den Berg & Haas 2010).

From the above information, one can conclude
that many 10s if not 100s of orientalis annually
migrate to and through the Middle East.

It is not known where exactly the winter range
of orientalis migrating through Central Asia is
situated but the recent discovery of very small but
seemingly regular numbers of migrating birds in
the Middle East and the Levant indicate that at
least some are bound for Africa, caught up among
the huge numbers of migrant apivorus en route to
Africa from their eastern European and Asian

breeding grounds.

Hybrids and unresolved plumages in Israel

Many birds in Israel appear to fit orientalis in all
aspects, apart from the somewhat darker carpal
area, caused by a varying degree of dense con-
centration of dark spots within the carpal area.
This feature appears in both males and females
but for some reason it is more common in males
and, in some birds, it is quite noticeable. Such
birds can look like a pale morph adult male with
all characteristics apart from the darker carpal
patch. It seems also that at least some of these
males are smaller and less robust than usual, only
marginally larger than apivorus, with only slightly
broader wings and a less noticeable appearance
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compared with ‘normal’ orientalis. In many of
these birds, the tail bands appear narrower than
usual as well, with both narrower terminal and
inner dark bands. In addition, some males with
orientalis appearance have a completely pale car-
pal area, as the rest of the coverts, but with tail
bands (the terminal and the inner one) too narrow
for orientalis. Female orientalis sometimes also
show a clearly darker carpal patch, always made
up of a dense concentration of small dark spots
(Barak Granit pers obs).

There are some examples of unresolved birds:
on 11 May 1999, a bird with a good male orien-
talis-like tail and with a somewhat darker carpal
area was observed. However, this bird showed
three evenly spaced bars along the remiges as in
female orientalis, with no dark throat, although
the eye was dark and the face was grey as in male
orientalis. Another example concerns a bird on 26
April 2001 with a classic male-like tail. This bird
had no dark trailing edge and extensive dark outer
primaries, as in juveniles. It was a pale morph and
showed no dark carpal area at all. Even more
interesting was an individual seen on 19 May
2001 that looked like an apivorus male in shape,
wing formula and wing pattern, but with a dark
red eye, central throat stripe, dark throat and grey
face as in orientalis.

Apart from the 35 orientalis seen in 2001 at
Eilat, 13 additional individuals between 26 April
and 21 May (most between 10 and 21 May) show-
ed unresolved ‘hybrid’ characters of different types
as described above, with most birds looking clos-
er to orientalis (see plate 172 and 176-179). Only
in one or two occasions the reverse was noted,
with intermediate characters being closer to
apivorus.

In conclusion, birds with mixed or intermediate
characters are regularly seen in Israel and a hybrid
origin of these birds is considered likely, although
some variation may possibly be attributed to the
plumage variation shown by pure orientalis in the
western part of its range.

Vagrancy potential in Europe?

With orientalis apparently being a regular passage
migrant in small numbers in the eastern part of the
WP, how likely would the possibility be of it oc-
curring as a vagrant further west, eg, in north-
western Europe? By comparison, there has been a
number of records of another long-distance mi-
grant Asian raptor, Amur Falcon Falco amurensis,
in ltaly at the Strait of Messina and in France,
Latvia and Sweden, with a recent record from
Britain in September-October 2008 (van den Berg
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& Haas 2005, Mansell 2008), and there are also at
least two serious claims of (kites with features of)
Black-eared Kite Milvus lineatus (England and
Finland; Badley & Hyde 2006). Like these two
Asian taxa, it is deemed possible that orientalis
could turn up as a vagrant in Europe.
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Samenvatting

AZIATISCHE WESPENDIEF: HERKENNING, WESTELIJK VOOR-
KOMEN EN HYBRIDISATIE MET WESPENDIEF Aziatische
Wespendief Pernis ptilorhyncus is een Oost-
Palearctische roofvogel met zes ondersoorten. De
noordelijke ondersoort P p orientalis is een trek-
vogel die broedt vanaf de Ob in Siberié, Rusland,
oostwaarts tot Sakhalin en noordelijk Japan. Het
broedgebied omvat ook noordelijk Mongolié, het
noordoosten van China en Noord-Korea. In
Centraal-Siberié overlapt de verspreiding met die
van Wespendief P apivorus. Het overwinterings-
gebied strekt zich uit van het Indisch Subcontinent
tot Indonesié.

De kenmerken van orientalis en apivorus wor-
den weergegeven in tabel 1. Het onderscheid tus-
sen beide soorten is niet eenvoudig, mede door
aanzienlijke individuele variatie bij beide soorten.
Mannetjes zijn het makkelijkst te herkennen. De
determinatie wordt bij voorkeur gebaseerd op een
combinatie van zoveel mogelijk kenmerken.

Hybriden tussen beide komen vermoedelijk re-
gelmatig voor. Het gaat daarbij om vogels met in-
termediaire kenmerken. Ze werden reeds vast-
gesteld in Centraal-Azié en het Midden-Oosten
en meerdere hybriden zijn beschreven in publica-
ties. In dit artikel worden daar enkele aan toege-
voegd, vergezeld van foto’s. Het is ook denkbaar
dat orientalis in het westelijke deel van zijn ver-
spreidingsgebied in morfologie meer overeen-
komsten met Wespendief vertoont; de precieze
identiteit van al dan niet hybride vogels is dan ook
niet altijd met zekerheid aan te geven. Het wordt
aangeraden om ‘lastige’ vogels te bestuderen aan
de hand van foto’s en de auteurs verwelkomen

dergelijke foto’s voor vervolgonderzoek.

Orientalis was reeds in de Sovjettijd bekend als
trekvogel in verschillende Centraal-Aziatische
landen. De meeste waarnemingen komen uit
Kazachstan, mede door het relatief hoge aantal
vogelaars uit Europa die dit land bezoeken. Over
de Chokpakpas in Zuid-Kazachstan wordt de
soort jaarlijks genoteerd in wisselende aantallen.
Deze plek ligt ¢ 10° ten westen van de bekende
broedgebieden. Er wordt gespeculeerd dat de
soort mogelijk verder westelijk broedt dan nu be-
kend is of dat de vogels op hun zuidwaartse trek
een omtrekkende beweging maken rond de hoge
bergketens van de Tien Shan en de Hindu Kush.
Vermoedelijk wordt het voorkomen op doortrek
door Centraal-Azié flink onderschat.

Het eerste geval in het West-Palearctische ge-
bied dateert uit 1979 (27 september bij Borcka,
oostelijk Turkije). In de jaren 1990 werd de soort
voor het eerst gemeld in Israél. Sindsdien is geble-
ken dat de soort hier jaarlijks doortrekt in voor- en
najaar. De aantallen wisselen naar gelang de
waarnemingsinspanning maar vermoedelijk trek-
ken elk jaar enkele 100en orientalis over lIsraél,
vooral in het voorjaar. Hieronder bevinden zich
relatief veel vogels met hybride of intermediaire
kenmerken. Recent is gebleken dat de soort ook
op het Arabische schiereiland in landen als Oman
en de Verenigde Arabische Emiraten meer voor-
komt dan vermoed. In de najaren van 2009-10
werden enkele orientalis genoteerd op trek in de
westelijke Kaukasus (Batumi, Georgié).

Gelet op het geregelde voorkomen van orien-
talis in het Midden-Oosten en het feit dat het om
een lange-afstandstrekker gaat, wordt het niet ge-
heel ondenkbaar geacht dat de soort in de toe-
komst verdere noord-westelijk in Europa als
dwaalgast opduikt.
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Groene Reiger te Amsterdam
en Zaandam in 2006-09

Arnoud B van den Berg

n Europa zijn weinig zeldzame vogels geweest

die tot zo veel discussie aanleiding gaven als de
Groene Reiger Butorides virescens die op 25 april
2006 werd ontdekt te Amsterdam, Noord-Holland.
Het meest verbazingwekkende aan de vogel was
dat hij niet alleen in drie zomers rond Amsterdam
verbleef maar ook drie opeenvolgende winters he-
melsbreed 1000 km zuidwaarts opdook in medi-
terraan Frankrijk oostelijk van de Camargue,
Bouches-du-Rhone. Minstens even opmerkelijk
was dat hij zich bij zijn ontdekking in het voorjaar
in juveniel kleed bevond. De precieze leeftijd en,
daarmee samenhangend, de herkomst van de vo-
gel vormden een vraagstuk dat nog altijd aanlei-
ding geeft tot discussie. De Commissie Dwaal-
gasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) concludeer-
de echter dat het uiterlijk van de vogel geen aan-
wijzingen bevat voor een twijfelachtige herkomst

en dat het juveniele kleed een tweede-kalender-
jaar vogel niet uitsluit (Ovaa et al 2008). De vogel
is derhalve aanvaard als de eerste voor Nederland
en chronologisch de 17e voor Europa.

Ontdekking en vervolgwaarnemingen

De vogel werd op 25 april 2006 tussen 10:00 en
11:00 door Rein Cremer opgemerkt langs het
Jaagpad tussen het Gemaal (Riekerpolder) en de
Schinkel, Amsterdam. Hij dacht aan een Woudaap
Ixobrychus minutus en belde s avonds Paul
Marcus. Aangezien RC witte stippen op de boven-
vleugel had gezien ging PM ervan uit dat het om
een onvolwassen Kwak Nycticorax nycticorax
moest gaan, mede omdat er van deze soort sinds c
1990 een vrijvliegende populatie in dierentuin
Artis in Amsterdam bestaat. Op 26 april belde RC
rond 10:00 PM opnieuw met de mededeling dat

182 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens, eerstejaars, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 28 april 2006
(René Pop)

[Dutch Birding 33: 163-176, 2011]
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183 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens, eerstejaars, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 28 april 2006
(René Pop) 184-185 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens, eerstejaars, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland,
28 april 2006 (Arnoud B van den Berg)




Groene Reiger te Amsterdam en Zaandam in 2006-09

186 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens, eerstejaars, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 6 mei 2006
(Menno Hornman)

de vogel nog steeds aanwezig was en dat hij nu
meende dat het een Kwak betrof. Later die dag za-
gen ook PM en Ronald van Dijk de vogel waarbij
door omstandigheden hen het kleine formaat niet
opviel; ze hielden het op een Kwak. Op 27 april
konden in de ochtend Theo van Lent en ’s avonds
RvD foto’s maken en nu viel het kleine formaat
wel op. Zowel RvD als PM kregen daardoor twij-
fels over de determinatie. Ze keken nog wel naar
een afbeelding van Mangrovereiger B striata in de
ANWSB-gids (Svensson et al 2000) maar dat bracht
hen niet verder en omdat PM de volgende dag op
vakantie ging, lieten ze het erbij zitten. Toen de
foto’s op internet beschikbaar kwamen raakte
Laurens Steijn gealarmeerd en kwam hij als eerste
tot de conclusie dat het vermoedelijk om een
Groene Reiger ging. Vanaf 28 april kon de vogel
door talloze vogelaars worden bekeken, meestal
foeragerend in een zoetwatersloot langs het
Jaagpad bij de oever van De Nieuwe Meer (Steijn
2006). Hij bleef hier tot en met 24 juni waarna hij
op 14 september 2006 in grotendeels adult kleed
werd teruggevonden aan de noordrand van
Amsterdam. De vogel zou in twee van de drie vol-
gende zomers in Amsterdam of Zaandam, Noord-
Holland, terugkeren. Het was een verbazend toe-
val dat op 16 december 2006 een exemplaar bleek

te vertoeven nabij de Middellandse Zee te Berre-
I'Etang, Bouches-du-Rhone, waarvan na het verge-
lijken van foto’s bleek dat het de Amsterdamse
vogel was. Hij verbleef drie achtereenvolgende
winters te Berre, van de laatste dag in oktober, of
later in het najaar, tot in de eerste week van mei.

Waarnemingsdata en -plaatsen
De vogel werd in Noord-Holland in 2006 waarge-
nomen van 25 april tot en met 24 juni (met weinig
meldingen na 9 juni) bij De Nieuwe Meer, Am-
sterdam, en van 14 tot en met 30 september (moge-
lijk vanaf half juli) bij de Noorder [J-plas en
Zijkanaal H-weg, Amsterdam, ¢ 10 km ten noor-
den van De Nieuwe Meer; in 2007 op vier dagen
van 31 mei tot en met 27 juni bij de Noorder )-plas
en op 18 juli langs het Westenwindpad, Zaandam,
Noord-Holland; en in 2009 van 25 mei tot en met
19 juli te Zaandam (Dutch Birding 28: 325, 2006,
Steijn 2006, Ovaa et al 2008, 2009, Slaterus & van
der Spek 2009). In de zomers van 2008 en 2010
werd hij niet gemeld. Hij viste in zoetwatersloten
langs rietkragen en liet zich op woonboten en door
mensen bezochte oevers zien.

In de winter verbleef hij in drie opeenvolgende
jaren op de oever van Ftang de Berre aan de west-
kant van Berre-I'ftang, op enkele kilometers af-

165



Groene Reiger te Amsterdam en Zaandam in 2006-09

187 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens,
eerstejaars, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 5 mei 2006
(Jesse Zwarts)

stand van het aan de overkant van het water gele-
gen Marignane, het internationale vliegveld van
Marseille, Bouches-du-Rhone, en hemelsbreed 30
km ten oosten van de Camargue. De precieze data
zijn van 16 december 2006 tot en met 2 mei 2007
(een melding op 5 november is niet aanvaard), van
31 oktober 2007 tot en met 4 mei 2008 en van 8
november 2008 tot en met 6 mei 2009 (cf Dutch
Birding 28: 325, 2006, 29: 45, 255-256, 2007, 30:
124, 2008, 31: 125, 190, 2009, Reeber & Comité
d’homologation national 2009). In de winters van
2009/10 en 2010/11 werd hij niet meer gezien.
Hij viste hier meestal aan een waterzuiveringska-
naaltje bij een bruggetje van de weg van Berre
richting de zoutpannen van de lagune en was ook
geregeld in de nabijgelegen jachthaven te vinden.

188 Groene Reiger / Green Heron Butorides virescens,
Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, 14 september 2