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Grijze Wouwen op Texel in maart
1998 en in Bargerveen in

juni-augustus 2000

Marco Witte & Enno B Ebels

e eerste Grijze Wouw Elanus caeruleus voor

Nederland werd op 31 mei 1971 gefotogra-
feerd in Flevoland (Schipper 1973, van den Berg
& Bosman 1999, 2001). Het duurde bijna 27 jaar
voordat op 29 maart 1998 de tweede werd ont-
dekt op Texel, Noord-Holland; deze vogel bleef
hier tot 31 maart. De derde volgde relatief snel
en betrof een langdurig verblijvend exemplaar
van 4 juni tot 23 augustus 2000 in het
Bargerveen, Drenthe. In dit artikel worden beide
recente gevallen gedocumenteerd.

Texel, 29-31 maart 1998
Op zondag 29 maart 1998 ontdekte Marco Witte
rond 11:00 een opvallende lichte roofvogel op

62 Grijze Wouw / Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus,
Eierlandse Duinen, Texel, Noord-Holland,
29 maart 1998 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

de plek die bij vogelaars bekend staat als ‘de
tuintjes’, in de Eierlandse Duinen ten noorden
van De Cocksdorp, Texel. De vogel zat in een
boom; MW had aan een korte blik op deze
onmiskenbare soort genoeg om zeker te zijn van
de determinatie als Grijze Wouw. Na het waar-
schuwen van Arend Wassink werd de melding
‘wereldkundig’ gemaakt. Binnen enkele uren
waren de eerste vogelaars van de vastewal over-
gestoken en ter plaatse. Gedurende de drie
dagen dat de vogel aanwezig was verbleef deze
bijna uitsluitend op de noordpunt van het eiland.
Hier kon de vogel regelmatig vliegend en jagend
worden bekeken. Op 31 maart werden de afstan-
den waarover de vogel vloog groter en rond het

63 Grijze Wouw / Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus,
Eierlandse Duinen, Texel, Noord-Holland,
30 maart 1998 (René van Rossum)

[Dutch Birding 24: 75-79, 2002]
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64 Grijze Wouw / Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus,
Eierlandse Duinen, Texel, Noord-Holland,
29 maart 1998 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

#

middaguur werd hij uit het oog verloren; waar-
schijnlijk was hij langzaam in zuidelijke richting
afgezakt. In totaal hebben ruim 200 vogelaars de
Grijze Wouw kunnen bekijken. De ontdekking
van de vogel gebeurde in een periode met zui-
denwind en opvallend milde temperaturen en
viel samen met de eerste waarneming van deze
soort voor Denemarken bij Skagen, Nordjylland,
op exact dezelfde datum (Witte 1998).

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op aantekenin-
gen van MW, videobeelden van Marc Plomp (cf
Plomp et al 1999) en foto’s van Arnoud van den
Berg, Jan van Holten, Martijn de Jonge en René
van Rossum (cf de Jonge 1998, van den Berg &
Bosman 1999, 2001; Alula 4: 70, 1998, Birding
World 11: 133, 1998, 12: 16, 1999, Dutch
Birding 20: 85, plaat 40-41, 100, plaat 58-59,
1998, 21: 311, plaat 325, 1999, Takkeling 6:
141-142, 1998).

GROOTTE & BOUW Formaat ongeveer als Torenvalk
Falco tinnunculus, waarmee echter niet direct in veld
te vergelijken. Vrij dikke vogel met lange, aan basis
relatief brede vleugels, korte staart en brede, platte kop.
Middelste staartpennen iets korter dan overige, resulte-
rend in ondiepe V, (alleen) in zit zichtbaar.
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KOP Kruin, achterhoofd en nek lichtgrijs. Teugel en
voorhoofd wit. Wenkbrauwstreep wit. Streek rond oog
zwart, met voor oog zwarte vlek.

BOVENDELEN Mantel, rug, schouder, stuit en boven-
staartdekveren grijs, iets donkerder dan kop.
ONDERDELEN Wit tot grijswit.

BOVENVLEUGEL Handpennen grijs, buitenste met don-
kere top. Armpennen grijs. Handpendekveren grijs.
Grote armpendekveren grijs, middelste en kleine arm-
pendekveren zwart. Duimvleugel zwart. Vleugelboeg
wit.

ONDERVLEUGEL  Handpennen zwart, armpennen en
alle dekveren licht (nagenoeg wit) en oksel wit; duim-
vleugel zwart. Geen donkere polsvlek.

STAART Middelste staartpennen grijs, overige wit.
NAAKTE DELEN Snavelbasis lichtgeel, rest van snavel
zwart. Iris zeer donker bruinrood. Poot felgeel met
oranje waas; nagels zwart.

GEDRAG In zit meestal op uitkijkpunt (duintop, struik,
boom) verblijvend. (Opvallend hierbij was dat kop net
als bij uilen over grote hoek gedraaid kon worden.)
Vliegend met vrij ondiepe slagen, onderbroken door
glijpauzes waarbij armvleugel omhoog gehouden, met
handvleugel vlak en iets naar voren gericht. Tijdens
jagen biddend, waarbij armvleugels onder grote hoek
gehouden en staart iets naar beneden. Bij bidden
steeds afdalend en laatste ¢ 5 m met vleugels verticaal
en poten uitgestrekt naar beneden vallend. Ten minste
één keer als prooi Noordse Woelmuis Microtus oeco-
nomus vangend (Arend Wassink in litt).

GELUID Niet gehoord.

Bargerveen, 4 juni tot 23 augustus 2000

Op 4 juni 2000 ontdekte Martin Geertsema,
medewerker van Staatsbosbeheer, een Grijze
Wouw tijdens een inventarisatieronde in het
gebied genaamd Meerstalblok dat onderdeel uit-
maakt van het uitgebreide veengebied Barger-
veen ten zuidoosten van Emmen, Drenthe.
Gedurende de eerste twee weken van zijn ver-
blijf werd het nieuws niet breed verspreid. Pas in
de avond van 19 juni waren het Wim Nap en
Bart-Jan Prak die de vogel ‘herontdekten’. Nadat
zij de vogel met zekerheid als Grijze Wouw had-
den gedetermineerd, werd het nieuws ‘wereld-
kundig’ gemaakt en konden vele 10-tallen voge-
laars de vogel gedurende zijn lange verblijf te
zien te krijgen. Deze kon vanaf de openbare weg
slechts zeer beperkt worden waargenomen. In
goed overleg en met medewerking van Staats-
bosbeheer mochten vogelaars een klein stukje
het gebied in lopen, alwaar men op een dijkje
een goed overzicht op het terrein had. Deson-
danks moesten vele mensen zich tevreden stellen
met waarnemingen op redelijke afstand en vaak
voor korte perioden. Overeenkomstig het gedrag
van de soort in de broedgebieden, liet deze
vogel zich ook meestal alleen maar in de vroege
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65-66 Grijze Wouw / Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus, Meerstalblok, Bargerveen, Drenthe, 28 juli 2000
(Arian van Dam)

ochtend en in de late namiddag en avond zien,
terwijl de vogel overdag vaak ‘onvindbaar’ was.
De vogel bleef tot 23 augustus in het gebied.
Enkele malen stak hij de nabijgelegen Duitse
grens over maar de waarneming is (nog) niet for-
meel aanvaard voor Duitsland (van der Vliet et al
2001). In het nabijgelegen Zwartemeer, Drenthe,
speelde een plaatselijke snackbar enthousiast in
op de toeloop van vogelaars door een ‘Patatje
Grijze Wouw’ aan te bieden.

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op aantekenin-
gen van Max Berlijn, videobeelden van Marc
Plomp (cf Plomp et al 2001) en foto’s van Arian
van Dam en Dirk Moerbeek (cf Dutch Birding
22: 177, plaat 150, 232, plaat 223, 2000, 23:
322, plaat 363, 2001).

GROOTTE & BOUW Kleine compacte roofvogel. In zit
vleugelpunten net voorbij staarteinde stekend. Middel-
ste staartpennen iets korter dan overige, resulterend in
ondiepe V, (alleen) in zit zichtbaar.

KOP Kruin, achterhoofd en nek lichtgrijs. Wenkbrauw-
streep wit. Voorhoofd wit. Streek rondom oog zwart.
BOVENDELEN Mantel, rug, schouder, stuit en boven-
staartdekveren grijs, iets donkerder dan kop.
ONDERDELEN Wit tot lichtgrijs, op flank meer grijs-
achtig.

BOVENVLEUGEL Handpennen grijs, buitenste met don-
kere top. Voorvleugel (bovenvleugeldekveren) van
lichaam tot aan vleugelboeg zwart. Rest van vleugel
grijs.

ONDERVLEUGEL Handpennen zwart, armpennen en
alle dekveren wit en oksel wit; duimvleugel zwart.
Geen donkere polsvlek.

STAART Middelste staartpennen grijs, overige wit.
NAAKTE DELEN Snavel geel met zwarte punt. Iris don-
ker. Poot geel. Nagels donker.

SLEET In ieder geval duidelijke sleet zichtbaar aan
rechtervleugel (andere vleugel op dat moment niet
goed zichtbaar).

GEDRAG  Graag op uitkijkpunt (kale boom) zittend.
Vliegend met vrij ondiepe slagen, onderbroken door
glijpauzes waarbij armvleugel omhoog gehouden, met
handvleugel vlak en iets naar voren gericht. Bij jagen
biddend, waarbij staart iets naar beneden gehouden.
GELUID Niet gehoord.

Determinatie

De determinatie als grijze wouw Elanus was in
beide gevallen eenvoudig door de combinatie
van grootte, gedrag en karakteristiek verenkleed.
De beschrijvingen sluiten alle andere soorten bij
voorbaat uit. Het verenkleed van een volwassen
mannetje Blauwe Kiekendief Circus cyaneus of
Steppekiekendief C macrourus vertoont enige
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overeenkomst met dat van Grijze Wouw, maar
deze soorten kunnen eenvoudig worden uitge-
sloten op grond van bijvoorbeeld het kleine for-
maat van Grijze Wouw, de korte staart, het ont-
breken van zwarte armdekveren en het
vlieggedrag. De in beide beschrijvingen genoem-
de gele snavel(basis) klopt niet voor Grijze
Wouw. In werkelijkheid is de snavel zwart en is
alleen de washuid geel. Omdat de precieze over-
gang moeilijk is vast te stellen, ontstaat in het
veld echter gemakkelijk de indruk dat de basis
van de snavel geel is.

Voor een sluitende determinatie is het van
belang de andere soorten grijze wouwen, die
mogelijkerwijs als ontsnapte vogels in Europa
kunnen opduiken, uit te sluiten. Dit zijn
Amerikaanse Grijze Wouw E leucurus (Zuid- en
Noord-Amerika), Australische Grijze Wouw
E axillaris (Australi€) en Letterwouw E scriptus
(Australi€) (del Hoyo et al 1994, Ferguson-Lees &
Christie 2001). Al deze soorten kunnen worden
uitgesloten op grond van hun grotere staartlengte
en hun afwijkende tekening op de ondervleugel
met donkere grote handdekveren en/of middel-
ste- en kleine handdekveren; Letterwouw heeft
bovendien een opvallende (soms onderbroken)
donkere baan (grote dekveren en handdekveren)
over de lichte onderzijde en een andere kopteke-
ning, met minder zwart achter het oog en meer
zwart voor het oog. Amerikaanse Grijze Wouw is
daarnaast iets groter dan Grijze Wouw maar het
is de vraag of dit in het veld (zonder directe ver-
gelijking) te zien is.

Van Grijze Wouw worden diverse ondersoor-
ten of populaties onderscheiden. In Afrika, Zuid-
Europa en Zuid-Azié komt de nominaat (E ¢ cae-
ruleus) voor (inclusief ‘vociferus’). Andere
ondersoorten zijn E ¢ hypoleucos (Filipijnen en
Indonesié, inclusief ‘sumatranus’ en ‘intermedi-
us’) en E c wahgiensis (Nieuw-Guinea). E ¢ hypo-
leucos kenmerkt zich door een witter voorhoofd,
het ontbreken van grijze tint op borst en flank en
de lichtere onderzijde van de handpennen; E ¢
wahgiensis lijkt sterk op de nominaat maar is wat
kleiner (Ferguson-Lees & Christie 2001).

Omdat Grijze Wouwen het juveniele kleed vrij
snel verliezen is de leeftijdsbepaling vanaf enke-
le maanden na het uitvliegen vaak niet meer
mogelijk (Ferguson-Lees & Christie 2001). Beide
Nederlandse vogels werden als ‘adult’ gedetermi-
neerd en aanvaard (cf Wiegant et al 1999, van
der Vliet et al 2001) omdat ze geen sporen meer
van het juveniele kleed vertoonden, zoals een
bruin waas op de kop en borst en lichte randen
aan de dekveren en slagpennen. In Spanje en
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Portugal kunnen Grijze Wouwen vanaf eind
februari beginnen met broeden. Na een broed-
duur van c 26 dagen (25-28) en 30-35 dagen tot
het uitvliegen, duurt het nog enkele weken totdat
juveniele Grijze Wouwen zelfstandig zijn
(Cramp 1980). Vanaf juni dient derhalve reke-
ning gehouden te worden met uitzwervende
eerste-kalenderjaar exemplaren.

Verspreiding en voorkomen

De dichtstbijzijnde broedgebieden van Grijze
Wouw bevinden zich in Spanje, Portugal en
Aquitaine, Zuid-Frankrijk. Het eerste broedgeval
voor Frankrijk buiten Aquitaine vond in 1998
plaats in de Cévennen (Malthieux & Eliotout
1999). Buiten Europa broedt de soort in bijna
geheel Afrika ten zuiden van de Sahara, plaatse-
lijk in Noordwest-Afrika, in Egypte en Soedan
(Nijlvallei), in Zuid-Arabié (Yemen en Oman) en
in grote delen van Zuid- en Zuidoost-Azi€, ooste-
lijk tot Nieuw-Guinea (Ferguson-Lees & Christie
2001). Grijze Wouwen worden buiten het broed-
gebied met enige regelmaat waargenomen in
andere delen van Frankrijk. In Belgié dateert het
enige aanvaarde geval van 27-28 april 1992 te
Thuillies, Hainaut (Lafontaine et al 1994); c acht
andere meldingen zijn niet gedocumenteerd of
bleken op basis van de beschikbare documenta-
tie niet aanvaardbaar (Gunter De Smet in litt). In
Duitsland zijn tenminste vijf gevallen aanvaard;
het meeste recente geval dateert van 23 april
1996 in Schleswig-Holstein (Deutsche Selten-
heitenkommission 1998). De eerdergenoemde
waarneming in Denemarken op 29 maart 1998
(van den Berg & Bosman 2001) is het meest
noordelijke geval in Europa tot nu toe.

De Nederlandse gevallen uit 1998 en 2000
zijn aanvaard door de Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) als respectievelijk
tweede en derde geval voor Nederland (Wiegant
et al 1999, van der Vliet et al 2001). Naast de
drie aanvaarde gevallen is een vondst bekend
van een eerstejaars vogel die naar verluidt als
verkeersslachtoffer werd opgeraapt op 24 okto-
ber 1992 te Hazeldonk, Rijsbergen, Noord-
Brabant (Liosi & van den Berg 1992). Omdat de
naam van de vinder onbekend bleef, kwam deze
vondst niet voor aanvaarding door de CDNA in
aanmerking (van den Berg & Bosman 2001).
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Grijze Wouwen op Texel in maart 1998 en in Bargerveen in juni-augustus 2000

Staatsbosbeheer wordt bedankt voor de mede-
werking om de vogel van het Bargerveen voor
vogelaars ‘toegankelijk’ te maken.

Summary

BLACK-WINGED KiTES ON TEXEL IN MARCH 1998 AND IN
BARGERVEEN IN JUNE-AUGUST 2000 On 29-31 March
1998, a Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus stayed at
the northern tip of Texel, Noord-Holland, the Nether-
lands. From 4 June to 23 August 2000, a Black-winged
Kite stayed at Bargerveen, Drenthe, the Netherlands.
These records constitute the second and third for the
Netherlands. The first was photographed on 31 May
1971 at Flevoland. Remarkably, also on 29 March
1998, a Black-winged Kite was discovered at Skagen,
Nordjylland, Denmark, constituting the first for
Denmark and the northernmost for Europe.

Both Dutch birds were identified as adult, and as
belonging to the nominate subspecies, based on their
grey forehead and whitish underparts and underwing
primaries. Other Elanus species could be excluded on
basis of the underwing and head markings.
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Moltoni’s Warbler at Heist, Belgium,

in May 2001

Gunter De Smet & Tom Goossens

On Sunday 20 May 2001, after a slow morn-
ing with virtually no migration, Tom Goos-
sens met Tine Timmerman, Jan Vanwynsberghe
and Gunther Vergauwen. They decided to check
Sashulle, a nature reserve managed by AMINAL
(Administratie Milieu-, Natuur-, Land- en Water-
beheer), at Heist, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. In
the early afternoon, TG flushed a small warbler.
First, thoughts went to a Phylloscopus warbler
because of its small size but the dark appearance
and the white in the tail ruled out this possibility.
Luckily, the bird showed itself for a couple of
seconds in a small willow Salix, revealing its off-
white submoustachial stripe and pink underparts.
TG warned the others that he had found a
Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans but, perhaps
due to his excitement, the bird disappeared into
dense cover. The news was spread immediately
through the pager system and a few minutes later
Gunter De Smet and Han Remaut arrived, soon
followed by other birders. After a short search,
the warbler was heard calling. GDS suggested
that it sounded like Moltoni’s Warbler S ¢ molto-
nii (hereafter referred to as moltonii), a taxon he
had observed in Corsica, France, in 1995.
Furthermore, like many others, GDS had attend-
ed the excellent lecture by Gabriel Gargallo on
Sylvia warblers at the Dutch Birding Day in
Utrecht, the Netherlands, on 3 February 2001.
The bird’s plumage and moult features soon con-
firmed the tentative identification as moltonii.
The record was carefully documented with
photographs by Johan Buckens, TG and HR and
sound-recordings by Dominique Verbelen and
GV. A recording by Claude Chappuis of the song
of a Subalpine Warbler (of an unknown subspe-
cies) in France in April 1965 (Palmér & Boswall
1981) was played to lure the elusive bird into the
open. The Moltoni’s Warbler became territorial
and kept singing vigorously while skulking
through dense Common Sea Buckthorn Hippo-
phaé rhamnoides vegetation. The recording was
audibly different from the song of the Moltoni’s
Warbler. Once, the bird was chased away by a
territorial Common Whitethroat S communis; it
flew away more than 100 m but soon returned to
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defend its favoured area of thorny bushes. An
attempt to trap and ring the bird ended in a nar-
row miss: it flew 20 cm over the mistnet.
Throughout the afternoon, ¢ 40 birders managed
to see the warbler. In the evening, sonagrams
were made by Serge Hoste. The next day
(Monday 21 May 2001), Peter Adriaens relocated
the Moltoni’s Warbler but this turned out to be
the last sighting. PA saw the bird for 7 s in total
and heard it calling ¢ 10 times. The bird was no
longer singing.

The record has been accepted by the Flemish
section of the Belgian rarities committee (BAHC)
and constitutes the first record of moltonii for
Belgium.

Description

SIZE & SHAPE Small Sylvia warbler with short square-
ended tail and long primary projection.

HEAD  Upperhead, lore and ear-coverts bluish-grey,
side of neck slightly paler bluish-grey. Submoustachial
stripe off-white with few brownish-pink feathers, simi-
lar in width to that in typical males of subspecies
S c cantillans (hereafter referred to as cantillans) but
narrower than in typical males of subspecies S c albi-
striata (hereafter referred to as albistriata). Chin and

67 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia
cantillans moltonii, Heist, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,
20 May 2001 (Johan Buckens)

[Dutch Birding 24: 80-88, 2002]



throat brownish-salmon-pink.

UPPERPARTS Pale bluish-grey.

UNDERPARTS  Buffy soft salmon-pink lacking orange
tinge (most saturated on breast and diluted with grey
on flank), extending to side of belly and tibia-feather-
ing; belly-centre whitish.

WING All primaries with bluish-grey edges and no pale
tip. Pale tertial-fringes contrasting with dark tertial-
centres. Lesser and median coverts pale bluish-grey
(like colour of upperparts); outer four greater coverts
with brownish edges. Large alula-feather neutral brown
with sandy outer edge; small alula-feather neutral
brown with whitish outer edge. Primary-coverts with
bluish-grey outer edge and perhaps slightly darker tip.
TAIL Outer rectrices with white. Upperside pale bluish-
grey, not visibly darker than uppertail-coverts and
rump. Undertail-coverts coloured like underparts but
slightly paler.

BARE PARTS lIris dark orange. Broad orbital ring orange.
Lower mandible with bluish base. Leg yellowish.
MOULT & WEAR Some forehead-feathers lost acciden-
tally. All primaries and primary-coverts looked fresh.
VOCALIZATIONS Call rattling trrrr, reminiscent of that of
Spectacled Warbler S conspicillata but much shorter,
quite like rapid chittering of Winter Wren Troglodytes
troglodlytes (less like rattle call of Serin Serinus serinus),
and composed of seven or eight elements (duration and
pitch 0.31-0.35 s and 2-11 kHz, respectively).
Sometimes trrrr-t, followed by short note. Song like
cantillans but more hurried and rattling. Call-like
rattling elements regularly incorporated into song. Call
and song files are available at website of BAHC
(www.birding.yucom.be/bahc).

Identification

Vocalizations

The call, a consistently rattling trrrr, is the best
feature of moltonii in the field. The calls of both
cantillans and the subspecies S ¢ inornata (here-
after referred to as inornata) consist of a single
short tek, reminiscent of Lesser Whitethroat
S curruca. The call of albistriata, a dry trek, is
usually uttered in pairs or continuously when the
bird is excited (Gargallo 1994, cf Shirihai et al
2001). Gabriel Gargallo (in litt) has commented
as follows: ‘Call is fully diagnostic. The bird only
gave the distinctive contact call of moltonii. This
call has never been observed in other subspe-
cies. Furthermore, the sonagram shows that even
the fine structure corresponds exactly to typical
moltonii’. The song of moltonii is more hurried
than in cantillans and it more frequently includes
call-like rattling elements. The sonagrams of the
Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler (figure 3-6) were com-
pared with those of two unpublished recordings
of moltonii by Arnoud van den Berg from Corsica
on 15 and 17 April 2001 (figure 1-2). These are
similar to those in Gargallo (1994) but several of

Moltoni’s Warbler at Heist, Belgium, in May 2001

them have more than eight or nine elements (11-
12).

Plumage

A spring male moltonii differs from males of the
other subspecies by its (brownish) salmon-pink
underparts without an orange tinge reaching the
sides of the belly. Cantillans has more reddish-
orange underparts and albistriata shows a mark-
ed contrast between the more restricted chestnut
tinge on the throat and breast and the whitish
remainder of the underparts. In field conditions,
however, many Subalpine Warblers look inter-
mediate in underpart coloration. This problem is
more obvious in first-summer males which pre-
sumably constitute the majority of overshooting
Subalpine Warblers during spring migration.
Gabriel Gargallo (in litt) has commented as fol-
lows: ‘“The description of the colour of the under-
parts as being ‘buffy” as well as the colour shown
in plate 67 suggest that the bird had the charac-
teristic salmon-pink underparts of spring male
moltonii. My experience indicates that the true
colour of Subalpine Warbler underparts is hard
to get on photographs (often the pinkish tinge
tends to appear misleadingly too orange, thus
giving a more cantillans-like appearance to an
otherwise characteristic moltonii plumage)’. The
white submoustachial stripe in moltonii averages
narrower than in cantillans and is generally less
wide than in albistriata. There is however a signi-
ficant overlap in the width of the submoustachial
stripe, mainly in first-summer males. The vari-
ability of the underpart coloration and the width
of the submoustachial stripe in Subalpine
Warbler may be higher than described in Shirihai
et al (2000, 2001). The upperparts are pale
bluish-grey. Worn upperparts of albistriata usual-
ly appear darker than in the other subspecies
(Shirihai et al 2001).

Sexing

The Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler was obviously a
male as it was singing vigorously (at least on 20
May). The orange iris and orbital ring, bluish-
grey head and salmon-pink underparts support
this.

Ageing and moult

Although an orange iris usually indicates a full
adult, it is likely that not all second-calendar-year
birds still show an ‘immature’ iris colour (dark
greyish, brownish-olive-grey or dull orange-
brown, mostly in males). In many passerines, a
cautious approach to this feature is necessary. An
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FIGURE 1 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, rattling call, Cala Verde, Porto
Vecchio, Corse-du-Sud, Corsica, France, sea-level, 17 April 2001 (Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach,
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sonagrams by Serge Hoste). Above, four calls; below, detail of single rattling call
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FIGURE 2 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, short song (response to playback),
Verghello, between Vivario and Corte, Haut-Corse, Corsica, France, 935 m above sea-level, 15 April 2001
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(Arnoud B van den Berg/The Sound Approach, sonagram by Serge Hoste)
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FIGURE 3 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, song 1, Heist, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium, 20 May 2001 (Dominique Verbelen, sonagram by Serge Hoste). Note absence of call-like rattling elements
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FIGURE 4 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, song 2, Heist, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium, 20 May 2001 (Domique Verbelen, sonagram by Serge Hoste). Note hurried song and call-like rattling

elements
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FIGURE 5 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, song 3, Heist, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium, 20 May 2001 (Domique Verbelen, sonagram by Serge Hoste)
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FIGURE 6 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, three rattling calls, Heist, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium, 20 May 2001 (Dominique Verbelen, sonagram by Serge Hoste). Note that intervals between
calls have been reduced

immature iris colour in spring usually indicates a
second-calendar-year bird but an adult iris
colour does not necessarily exclude a second-
calendar-year bird. Ringed individuals of known
age are necessary to establish the variability of
this feature. Iris colour is notoriously difficult to
assess correctly in the field as it varies when the
pupil dilates or contracts according to light con-
ditions.
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In moltonii, the moult into first-summer plu-
mage, taking place on the wintering grounds
(mostly in December-February), is nearly always
complete. In the other subspecies, the moult is
much more limited (Gargallo 1995, Shirihai et al
2001). This implies that a Subalpine Warbler
with fresh primaries and primary-coverts in
spring is likely to be a moltonii.

An accurate assessment of the state of the wing
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FIGURE 7 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, three rattling calls, Heist, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium, 20 May 2001 (Dominique Verbelen, sonagram and oscillogram by Serge Hoste). With real-
time intervals. Above, sonagram (frequency against time); below, oscillogram (amplitude against time)

moult of the Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler is hinder-
ed by the lack of photographs showing the pri-
maries detailed enough. In the field, GDS had
the impression that the primary-tips were fresh
although they seemed to be lacking a whitish
fringe. This was established with the aid of tele-
scope from a high viewpoint, looking at the bird
from above and from behind. However, several
observers studying the warbler with binoculars at
closer range had the impression that the prima-
ries and primary-tips were brownish.

The Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler showed a
bluish-grey outer edge to all primary-coverts. This
excludes a first-summer bird of one of the other
subspecies which would show worn brownish
juvenile primary-coverts. The condition of these
feathers is usually a good indication of primary
moult. The fact that all primary-coverts looked
fresh and of the same generation strongly indi-
cates that all primaries had been moulted recent-
ly. All primaries also showed a bluish-grey outer
edge, suggesting that they had been renewed like
the corresponding primary-coverts.

At least four outer greater coverts of the
Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler showed a distinctly

brownish cast, especially obvious on the outer
edge, whereas the inner greater coverts were
more bluish-grey. This suggests a moult limit
between the outer and inner greater coverts. The
colour of the edge to the large alula-feather and
that to the smaller alula-feather also differed,
suggesting a retained (old) large alula-feather and
a moulted (fresh) smaller alula-feather. Wing
moult in passerines usually follows a sequence,
generally starting with the marginal and lesser
coverts and ending with the outer primary.
Generally, it is unusual for most passerines to
have old greater coverts or alula-feathers by the
time all primaries have been renewed. In many
songbirds, a moult limit in the greater coverts or
alula in spring is a strong indication of a second-
calendar-year bird but in moltonii both second-
calendar-year and older birds may show this
feature (Gabriel Gargallo in litt).

Subalpine Warblers winter in the Sahel Zone
and are thus prone to bleaching and heavy wear.
Spring adult albistriata, cantillans and inornata
often show noticeably bleached and worn prima-
ries, slightly more pronounced in spring second-
calendar-year birds. The freshness of the prima-
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ries and primary-coverts of the Belgian Moltoni’s
Warbler is unlikely to be shown by birds of the
other subspecies at the same time of the year. In
fact, the other subspecies would look like this in
early autumn (not in spring).

The brownish cast on the wing of the Belgian
Moltoni’s Warbler may be due to conditions on
the wintering grounds in the Sahel Zone where
also fresh primaries will soon become brownish.
The brownish cast is more pronounced on the
inner primaries than on the outer primaries
because the former are moulted before the latter.
It cannot be fully excluded from photographs
that the Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler had retained
old inner primaries or secondaries. However, the
fact that all primary-coverts were fresh strongly
indicates that the bird had also moulted all pri-
maries.

Gabriel Gargallo (in litt) has commented as
follows: ‘The moult pattern is extremely variable
in this subspecies (no other taxon shows such a
variation). Scans of the photographs do not show
with enough detail the feather condition as to
discern the moult pattern of this bird with
enough exactitude. The bird gave the impression
to have fresh primaries and primary-coverts and
some more worn greater coverts. But this is simp-
ly an overall impression (in moltonii, even with
the bird in the hand, it is an extremely hard task
to discern the moult pattern of spring birds). Of
course, fresh remiges (indicative of a complete
moult into summer plumage) would be distinc-
tive of moltonii but note that any moult pattern
can be shown in this taxon. In any case, birds
showing a combination of fresh primaries and
some worn greater coverts are not a rare event in
moltonii’. The Belgian Moltoni’s Warbler is
therefore a male of uncertain age.

Summer and winter ranges

The summer range of moltonii includes two of
the Balearic Islands (ie, Cabrera and Mallorca),
Spain, Corsica (France) and Sardinia (Italy)
(Gargallo 1994, Shirihai et al 2001). The winter
range is unknown. Subalpine Warblers under-
taking a complete moult into summer plumage in
Nigeria probably belonged to moltonii (Aidley &
Wilkinson 1987).

France (except Corsica)

Subalpine Warblers calling like moltonii are
reported regularly in the Camargue, Bouches-du-
Rhone, France, in spring. Males moltonii were
collected in the Camargue in April 1884 and in
‘southern France’ on 13 July 1889 (Kees Roselaar
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in litt). According to Yves Kayser (in litt), one to
three moltonii are reported in the Camargue
each spring. Pierre-André Crochet (in litt) saw
such birds twice. These records probably refer to
genuine moltonii overshooting during spring
migration. Breeding has never been established
in the Camargue. No records of moltonii have
been documented further north. The French rari-
ties committee (CHN) or French regional rarities
committees do not assess records of this sub-
species.

Italy (except Sardinia)

Mainland  Six moltonii collected in mainland
Italy have been found in three different musea.
Three males, from north-western ltaly, were ex-
amined at the Natural History Museum (BMNH),
Tring, England (Gargallo 1994). Shirihai et al
(2001) mention a fourth male, from central Italy,
in the same collection. In the collections of the
National Natural History Museum (NNM),
Leiden, the Netherlands, and the Zoological
Museum Amsterdam (ZMA), Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, Kees Roselaar found two specimens
from mainland Italy: 24 May 1895, Cremona,
Cremona province, Lombardia (the date of col-
lection seems however doubtful given the fact
that the plumage is very fresh); and 29 May
1905, Siena, Siena province, Toscana. Despite
the late date of collection (24 May), Ottavio
Janni (in litt) assumes that the Cremona specimen
was an overshooting spring migrant, rather than
a breeding bird. Cremona province, a lowland
area, lacks suitable breeding habitat for
Subalpine Warbler. It has recently been establish-
ed that moltonii breeds in north-western ltaly.
For a description of the first confirmed breeding
record in June 2001 and a brief review of the
possible summer range of moltonii in mainland
Italy, see the accompanying note by Festari et al
(2002). The fact that the above-mentioned skins
were collected in the 19th century may indicate
that breeding of moltonii in mainland Italy is not
due to recent colonization.

Sicily A second-calendar-year male moltonii col-
lected on MV Tamara about halfway Tunisia and
Sicily on 5 May 1965 is present in the collection
of the ZMA (Kees Roselaar in litt). Subalpine
Warbler is a widespread breeding bird in Sicily,
locally common, mainly in the hills and moun-
tains but also at sea-level. It is also common on
the Isole Eolie (islands north of Sicily), at Messina
and in north-eastern Sicily. According to Andrea
Corso (in litt), many breeding birds in Sicily look
and call like cantillans. However, many birds in



eastern Sicily look like albistriata but their vocali-
zations are like those of cantillans. It is not
known whether such birds can also be assigned
to albistriata as Subalpine Warblers are mainly
ringed during migration and little is known about
the local breeding birds. In the Straits of Messina
area, Andrea Corso (in litt) found some birds that
appeared to be local breeding birds, rather than
migrants, with albistriata calls or even mixed
calls. During migration, cantillans is more com-
mon than albistriata whereas moltonii is rare.
Moltonii is more common in western and north-
ern Sicily, notably on islands such as Isola
Marettimo (Isole Egadi, islands west of Sicily),
Isole Eolie (islands north of Sicily) and Isola di
Ustica (island north of Sicily).

Northern Africa

Two males moltonii have been collected in
Tunisia (BMNH; Gargallo 1994). Kees Roselaar
(in litt) found three additional males at NNM and
ZMA: 5 December 1912, Tunis; sine dato, Tunis
(two). Some individuals labelled as inornata at
NNM and ZMA are also very pinkish on the
underparts. This could indicate that it is not
always possible to separate inornata from molto-
nii on underpart coloration. It is also possible
that these birds are in fact moltonii collected
during migration (like the ones on 29 March
1914 at Ideles, Algeria, and on 2 May 1887 at
Hamam el Lif, Tunisia; Kees Roselaar in litt).

Vagrancy

The record in Belgium in May 2001 is the third
of moltonii well north of its western Medi-
terranean summer range (cf De Smet 2001). The
record of a male Subalpine Warbler on Portland,
Dorset, England, from 15 April to 7 May 1975
(ringed and photographed on 16 April) may be
the first well-documented record of moltonii for
western Europe (cf Gantlett 2001, website of
Portland Bird Observatory and Field Centre). It
should be pointed out that this bird was original-
ly identified as cantillans but, in the light of the
photographic and vocal evidence, it was recently
re-identified as moltonii (cf Gantlett 2001: plate
3). A singing male Subalpine Warbler at ‘t Wed
in NP Zuid-Kennemerland, Bloemendaal, Noord-
Holland, the Netherlands, from 23 to 26 May
1987 may constitute the second western
European record of moltonii (Roland van der
Vliet, archivist of the Dutch rarities committee
(CDNA), pers comm). The description of the call
fits that of moltonii. All Dutch records of
Subalpine Warbler are currently being reviewed.

Moltoni’s Warbler at Heist, Belgium, in May 2001

Being a long-distance migrant, with regular
sightings in southern France, moltonii surely has
a higher vagrancy potential than for instance the
largely resident Marmora’s Warbler S sarda (of
which a number of extralimital records are
detailed in Shirihai et al 2001). It seems likely
that moltonii occurs more regularly in western
Europe than the above three records suggest.

Taxonomy
Moltonii was described by Orlando (1937). No
type specimen or series were mentioned. The
original description (in Italian) consists of only
nine lines (and is not accompanied by illustra-
tions): ‘Clearly distinct from other forms by the
lack of a reddish-chestnut, reddish-cinnamon or
chestnut tinge which is replaced by a dirty-rust
colour. Even the parts that in other forms [of
Subalpine] are pale are darker [‘adombrato’
means shaded] in moltonii including the central
belly and the undertail [‘sottocoda’ means under-
tail, ie, undertail-coverts]. It breeds in Sardinia
(and possibly Corsica) and it is dedicated to
Edgardo Moltoni’. Professor Moltoni (1896-1980)
was an eminent Italian ornithologist who author-
ed at least 538 scientific publications between
1922 and 1980 (Brichetti & Conci 1980).
Moltonii shows distinctive and constant fea-
tures. Its mitochondrial DNA divergence (3.7%
cytochrome-b gene) exceeds that between any
other pair of subspecies within the genus Sylvia
(Shirihai et al 2001). Vocalizations, particularly
the rattling calls, differ consistently from those of
the other subspecies. Further indications of its
considerable differentiation from the other sub-
species of Subalpine Warbler are the late breed-
ing season and - related to that — the different
moult strategy. According to Shirihai et al (2001),
albistriata, cantillans/inornata and moltonii may
warrant ‘semi-’ or ‘allospecies’ status.
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Samenvatting

MOLTONI'S BAARDGRASMUS TE HEIST, BELGIE, IN MEI
2001 Op 20-21 mei 2001 verbleef een mannetje
Moltoni’s  Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii
(hierna moltonii) in Sashulle, een natuurreservaat te
Heist, West-Vlaanderen, Belgié. De waarneming is
aanvaard door het Belgisch Avifaunistisch Homo-
logatiecomité (BAHC) en betreft het eerste geval van
deze ondersoort voor Belgié. Het is mogelijk het derde
geval van moltonii voor West-Europa. Mogelijke eerde-
re gevallen van deze ondersoort zijn die op Portland,
Dorset, Engeland, van 15 april tot 7 mei 1975, en die
te ‘t Wed in het NP Zuid-Kennemerland, Bloemendaal,
Noord-Holland, Nederland, van 23 tot 26 mei 1987.
De meest bruikbare veldkenmerken van moltonii zijn
de ratelende Winterkoning Troglodytes troglodytes-
achtige roep en de zalmroze onderdelen (zonder bij-
menging van oranje). Ook de rui verschilt van die van
de andere ondersoorten van Baardgrasmus. Verse
handpennen vormen in het voorjaar een aanwijzing
voor moltonii. De ondersoort broedt, behalve op eilan-
den in de westelijke Middellandse Zee, ook op het
Italiaanse vasteland. In juni 2001 werd hier met zeker-
heid een broedgeval van moltonii vastgesteld.
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Moltoni’s Warbler breeding in
mainland Italy

Moltoni’s Warbler S cantillans moltonii (hereafter
referred to as moltonii) is a breeding bird of the
Balearic Islands (ie, Cabrera and Mallorca;
Spain), Corsica (France) and Sardinia (Italy).
Although Shirihai et al (2001) list some speci-
mens and records of singing male moltonii in
late spring and early summer from northern Italy,
they assign all Subalpine Warblers breeding in
mainland ltaly to the subspecies S c¢ cantillans
(hereafter referred to as cantillans). In this note,
we describe the first breeding record of moltonii
established in continental Italy (and Europe) and
briefly review the possible summer range of this
subspecies in mainland Italy.

In June 2001, a breeding population of molto-
nii was discovered near Castellania (44:48 N,
08:53 E), Alessandria province (in the northern-
most Apennines), Piemonte, north-western ltaly.
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At this site, consisting of a belt of bare hillsides,
scantly covered by patches of greenweed
Genista and small thermophilous woods of
Downy Oak Quercus pubescens, three or four
singing males as well as several females or
immatures moltonii were found. The birds were
identified by the rattling Winter Wren Troglo-
dytes troglodytes-like trrrit call, by the song,
which seemed slightly more hurried and abrupt
than that of cantillans, and by the buffy-pink
underparts (only a bit brighter on the breast) with
whitish belly and undertail-coverts, lacking the
orange or reddish tinge of cantillans. Although
alarmed S c albistriata (hereafter referred to as
albistriata) or cantillans may at times apparently
give a similar call (Paul Tout pers comm), the
monosyllabic tek call typical of cantillans was
never heard. On 1 June, at least two adults were
seen repeatedly carrying food to a hidden nest.
The fact that the birds were feeding young in
early June points to a laying date one or two

[Dutch Birding 24: 88-90, 2002]



Moltoni’s Warbler breeding in mainland Italy

68-69 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, adult male, Castellania,
Alessandria province, Piemonte, ltaly, 11 June 2001 (Ottavio Janni)

weeks later than the average cantillans, cor-
responding well to the late breeding season of
moltonii (Shirihai et al 2001). On 11 June, an
adult male (the age was determined by the pale
orange iris) was captured and photographed. The
bird responded aggressively to tape-recordings of
territorial songs of both cantillans and moltonii.
Its measurements were as follows: bill (to skull)
12.9 mm, wing (maximum chord) 64.5 mm, tar-
sus 19.6 mm; and weight 9.4 g. The feathers
replaced during the moult into summer plumage
included the sixth secondary, the four outer
greater coverts, the median tertial, the central
pair of the rectrices and the small alula-feather.
The bird was thus indistinguishable from cantil-
lans on its moult pattern as it belonged to those
birds undertaking only a partial moult into sum-
mer plumage.

This discovery led us to investigate the pos-
sibility of moltonii breeding elsewhere in main-
land Italy. From communications with other
observers, it became clear that moltonii may be a

rather widespread breeding bird in the northern
Apennines. Subalpine Warblers breeding in the
Oltrepo region (in the northernmost Apennines),
Pavia province, Lombardia, all give the typical
vocalizations of moltonii (Enzio Vigo pers comm,
pers obs); the monosyllabic call of cantillans has
never been heard. The Oltrepo region is unique
in Lombardia in that it has a breeding avifauna
with a stronger Mediterranean element than the
rest of Lombardia. Subalpine Warblers breeding
in western and central Liguria also call like mol-
tonii (Luca Baghino pers comm). It is likely that
this taxon is also breeding in Emilia-Romagna
and Toscana (Daniele Occhiato pers comm,
Guido Tellini pers comm). In Siena province,
Toscana, breeding Subalpine Warblers giving the
distinctive call of moltonii have been observed
south-east of Siena, probably somewhat north of
Montepulciano (Lars Svensson in litt). Recently,
Subalpine Warbler has become more common in
Toscana, suggesting that moltonii is expanding its
summer range in mainland lItaly. Perhaps, molto-
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FIGURE 1 Moltoni’s Warbler / Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans moltonii, three rattling calls, Castellania

(44:48 N, 08:53 E), Alessandria province, Piemonte, Italy, 15 July 2001 (Ottavio Janni, sonagram by Serge Hoste).
Interval between calls has been reduced
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nii is breeding even further south in Italy as well
(Monti della Tolfa, Roma province, Lazio; Carlo
Catoni pers comm).

It seems now firmly established that moltonii
breeds in mainland ltaly. It should however be
pointed out that already Cova (1976) mentioned
this possibility; he suggested breeding in
Alessandria and Pavia provinces as well as in
Piacenza province, Emilia-Romagna, all in north-
western ltaly. Efforts are currently underway to
better define the summer ranges of albistriata,
cantillans and moltonii in ltaly, especially where
these ranges may meet or overlap. These investi-
gations could shed more light on the phylo-
genetic affinities of these taxa. Shirihai et al
(2001) conclude that differentiation within
Subalpine Warbler between albistriata, cantil-
lans/inornata and moltonii is more advanced
than between most subspecies of other Sylvia

warblers, and that more detailed study is requir-
ed to determine whether this complex deserves
to be regarded as a ‘superspecies’ (and con-
sequently albistriata, cantillans/inornata and mol-
tonii as ‘semi-’ or ‘allospecies’).
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Witvleugelstern bij Den Oever in
december 2000 gedood door Ekster

In de laatste twee maanden van 2000 werden
maximaal drie Witvleugelsterns Chlidonias leu-
copterus en enkele Zwarte Sterns C niger waar-
genomen in de havens van Den Oever, Noord-
Holland (Dutch Birding 23: 47, 55, 2001). Op 27
december 2000 zagen Harvey van Diek, Menno
Hornman en Erik van Winden hier eerst een
adult-winter Witvleugelstern; even later zagen zij
op grote afstand een stern die door een Ekster
Pica pica werd omgebracht. Gedurende een aan-
tal minuten hakte de Ekster in op de stern. Toen
deze dood tussen de stenen lag, vloog de Ekster
weg. Aanvankelijk dachten de waarnemers dat
het om een van de overwinterende Zwarte Stems
ging. Eén ervan had namelijk al enige dagen
tekenen van verzwakking vertoond (Otto de Vries
pers meded). Zij besloten de vogel, waarvan de
kop behoorlijk beschadigd was, mee te nemen.
Toen enige weken later Jan van der Winden de
dode vogel zag, constateerde hij dat het om een
juveniele Witvleugelstem ging met een aantal
rugveren van het eerste winterkleed. De vogel
verkeerde inderdaad in een slechte conditie met
een gewicht van slechts 51.5 g, aanzienlijk lager
dan de gewichten van juveniele in augustus in
Europa (gemiddeld 72.9 g) (van der Winden &
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Nesterenko 2001). De vogel had een zeer donke-
re mantel die sterk contrasteerde met de witte
stuit en lichte staart. De staart had witte buitenste
pennen. De zijborstvlekken ontbraken geheel.
De koptekening was moeilijk te zien door het
vele bloed op de kop maar de korte dikke snavel
sloot een Zwarte Stern uit. De snavellengte (22.0
mm) valt buiten de range van een Zwarte Stern
(Cramp 1985). De tarsuslengte was 20.2 mm, te
lang voor Zwarte Stern. De zwemvliezen waren
dieper ingesneden dan bij een Zwarte Stern. De
pootkleur was diep geel-oranje, wat bij Zwarte
Stern slechts zelden voorkomt (cf Steinhaus
1980). Witwangstem C hybridus kon worden uit-
gesloten op basis van het kleine formaat en de
aanwezigheid van een duidelijke donkere band
op de kleine vleugeldekveren (cf Svensson et al
2000).

De vogel is opgenomen in de collectie van het
Zodlogisch Museum te Amsterdam, Noord-
Holland (ZMA), en daar als jong mannetje gede-
termineerd. Het bleek de tweede Witvleugelstern
die ooit in Nederland werd verzameld (Tineke
Prins pers meded).

De waarneming is om meerdere redenen bij-
zonder. Niet alleen betrof het hier een van de
weinige winterwaarnemingen en meest extreme
datums van een Witvleugelstern in Nederland
(een van de overgebleven vogels in Den Oever

[Dutch Birding 24: 90-91, 2002]
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zou op 1 januari 2001 voor het laatst zijn
gemeld; Dutch Birding 23: 109, 2001) maar ook
zal het waarschijnlijk niet eerder zijn voorgeko-
men dat deze soort door een Ekster werd gedood
(cf Birkhead 1991, Cramp & Perrins 1994).
Birkhead (1991) vermeldt: ‘I have seen magpies
at dusk chasing and catching House Sparrows
[Passer domesticus] which were roosting in ivy
on buildings. Magpies occasionally attack larger
prey. There are several records of them apparent-
ly killing half-grown and adult rabbits. In most
cases the magpie’s first action after the prey is
dead is to remove its eyes’. Wij constateerden bij
de gedode Witvleugelstern dat de ogen verdwe-
nen waren. Behalve de zwaar gehavende kop
waren er verder geen sporen van vraat. Cramp &
Perrins (1994) vermelden als voedsel voor Ekster
onder andere: ‘... eggs, young and adults of
many bird species, particularly sparrows (Passeri-
dae), finches (Fringillidae), thrushes (Turdidae),
etc., but also including adult Water Rail Rallus
aquaticus, [Common] Swift Apus apus and Feral
Pigeon Columba livia." Dezelfde auteurs vermel-
den: ‘Many observations of killing adult birds of
other species in unusual circumstances such as
cold wheather or when victim weakened’ en
noemen een aantal kleinere soorten zangvogels.
Verder is er een geval gedocumenteerd waarbij
een Ekster een Sperwer Accipiter nisus (!)
ombrengt (Br Birds 84: 65, 1991).

Summary

WHITE-WINGED TERN AT DEN OEeVER IN DECEMBER 2000
KILLED Bl COMMON MAGPIE  In November-December
2000, up to three White-winged Terns Chlidonias leu-
copterus were wintering together with some Black
Terns C niger at Den Oever, Noord-Holland, the
Netherlands; the late stay of White-winged Terns (the
last reported sighting was on 1 January 2001) is excep-
tional for the Netherlands. On 27 December 2000, one
of the starving/weakened White-winged Terns was
observed being killed by a Common Magpie Pica pica.
The tern was collected and identified as a juvenile
male moulting to first-winter plumage (now at
Zoological Museum of Amsterdam, ZMA). Although
Common Magpies are known to eat and/or kill many
bird species, especially smaller passerines, predation of
a White-winged Tern has probably not been document-
ed before.

70 Witvleugelstern / White-winged Tern Chlidonias
leucopterus, juveniel mannetje, ruiend naar eerste win-
terkleed (verzameld bij Den Oever, Noord-Holland,
27 december 2000), Arnhem, 13 januari 2001
(Harvey van Diek)
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Vrouwtje raadseleider te IJmuiden
in januari 1987

Op 20 januari 1987 fotografeerde Erik Weijgertse
een vrouwtje Eider Somateria mollissima langs
de Zuidpier van lJmuiden, Noord-Holland. Door-
dat de snavel afweek van die van een Europese
Eider S mollissima mollissima (de enige in
Nederland vastgestelde ondersoort), dacht hij
aan een Koningseider S spectabilis. De determi-
natie leidde echter niet tot een eensluidend oor-
deel (cf van Dongen et al 1987). Naderhand
werd de vogel als Koningseider door de CDNA
afgewezen (Blankert et al 1988).

De snavel verschilde van die van een Europese
Eider doordat de bevedering van het teugelgebied
rond en niet spits in een punt uitliep en doordat
het culmen niet ver omhoog tot bij het oog reikte.
Dit resulteerde in een geknikt kopprofiel met een
steiler voorhoofd dan men bij Europese Eider ziet.
Hoewel niet is uit te sluiten dat deze afwijking
door een beschadiging is veroorzaakt, zijn daar
geen aanwijzingen voor. Bovendien leek de
snavel donker zonder de lichte punt zoals bij veel
Europese. Het verenkleed wees op een adult
vrouwtje vanwege de lichte kleur, de contrastrijke
donkere tekening op bovenzijde en flanken en de
witte vleugelstreep gevormd door de witte randen
van de grote armdekveren.

Koningseider

Een vrouwtje Koningseider wordt weliswaar
gekenmerkt door een ronde zijsnavelbasis, die
niet tot het neusgat reikt, en een minder hoog en
puntig oplopende bovensnavel maar heeft in

tegenstelling tot de IJmuidense vogel ook een
glimlachende gezichtsuitdrukking, veroorzaakt
door een kortere snavel met omhoogkrullende
mondhoek. Bovendien past het verenkleed van
de IJmuidense vogel niet op een Koningseider
door het ontbreken van een contrasterend lichte
teugelvlek en lichte oogring en door de geban-
deerde donkere tekening (een Koningseider heeft
meer U-vormige bandjes op de flanken).

Ondersoorten van Eider

De snavelbevedering (het korte culmen en de
ronde teugelbegrenzing) sluit Amerikaanse
(‘Atlantic’) Eider S m dresseri en Hudsonbaai-
eider (‘Hudson Bay’) S m sedentaria uit (namen
tussen haakjes zijn de geografische aanduidingen
in Sibley 2000). De ronde begrenzing van de
teugelbevedering zou wel kunnen passen op
Pacifische (‘West Arctic’) Eider S m v-nigra die
geisoleerd van andere ondersoorten broedt in
een gebied van Noordoost-Siberié oost tot
Victoria Island en Kent Peninsula in Mackenzie
Territory in Noordwest-Canada en overwintert in
de Beringzee (Ogilvie & Young 1998). De precie-
ze vorm van het culmen is op de foto’s moeilijk
te zien maar lijkt kort genoeg om zowel op
Pacifische als op Noordelijke (‘East Arctic’) Eider
S m borealis te kunnen passen (Noordelijke
broedt in het arctische deel van het Atlantische
gebied). Van een Noordelijke zou men echter
een iets minder ronde teugelbegrenzing dan de
IJmuidense vogel verwachten. Faerdereider S m
faeroeensis verschilt weinig van Europese nomi-
naat en wordt vaak als synoniem beschouwd
(cf British Ornithologists” Union 1992). Tenslotte

71-72 Raadseleider / mystery eider Somateria, adult vrouwtje, en Eider / Common Eider Somateria mollissima,
eerste-winter, IJmuiden, Noord-Holland, 20 januari 1987 (Erik Weijgertse)
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zouden vrouwtjes Pacifische vergeleken met
Europese een lichter verenkleed hebben terwijl
vrouwtjes Noordelijke gemiddeld iets donkerder
zijn (Ogilvie & Young 1998). De IJmuidense
vogel lijkt op de foto’s weliswaar iets lichter dan
een meezwemmende Europese maar dat kan
worden veroorzaakt door een leeftijdsverschil.

Overigens zijn behalve Europese vrijwel nooit
andere ondersoorten rond de Noordzee vastge-
steld. Pacifische Eider is als dwaalgast oostelijk
tot Groenland en Newfoundland, Canada, geko-
men (Mlodinow 1999) maar tot dusverre zijn
geen gevallen voor Europa bekend. Het enige
geval van Noordelijke Eider voor Brittannié
betreft een mannetje dat dood werd gevonden te
Musselburgh, Lothian, Schotland, op 2 septem-
ber 1978 (Evans 1994).

Hoewel een aantal kenmerken op Pacifische
Eider wijst (en een enkel kenmerk wellicht op
Noordelijke), lijkt het onwaarschijnlijk dat de
IImuidense raadseleider op basis van de beschik-
bare foto’s met zekerheid op ondersoort is te
brengen.

Hybride

Omdat de snavel aan Koningseider doet denken,
zou ook aan een hybride Eider x Koningseider
gedacht kunnen worden (Paul Lehman in litt,
Arend Wassink in lit). De kleur zou overeen
kunnen komen met die van een Koningseider
maar van een hybride zou men meer kenmerken
van Koningseider in het verenkleed verwachten.
Gunnlaugur Pétursson (in litt) vermeldt overigens

73 Raadseleider / mystery eider Somateria, adult vrouw-
tje, en Middelste Zaagbek / Red-breasted Merganser
Mergus serrator, mannetje, lmuiden, Noord-Holland,
20 januari 1987 (Erik Weijgertse)

Vrouwtje raadseleider te Ilmuiden in januari 1987

37 gevallen van hybride mannetjes Eider x
Koningseider voor lJsland terwijl daar geen
bewezen gevallen van hybride vrouwtjes bekend
zijn (ofschoon soms wel verdachte vrouwtjes
worden gezien).

Conclusie

De identiteit van de raadseleider van lJmuiden
blijft raadselachtig. Het betrof zeker geen
Koningseider maar een hybride Eider x
Koningseider is niet met zekerheid uit te sluiten.
Naar de mening van een aantal geraadpleegde
vogelaars past de snavelvorm binnen de variatie
van ‘gewone’ Eider (Killian Mullarney in litt,
Gunnlaugur Pétursson in litt), waarbij echter
onduidelijk is of daaronder ook andere onder-
soorten dan de Europese wordt begrepen.

Summary

FEMALE MYSTERY EIDER AT |JMUIDEN IN JANUARY 1987 The
identification of an adult female Common Eider
Somateria mollissima photographed at lJmuiden,
Noord-Holland, the Netherlands, on 20 January 1987
is discussed. The bird showed a number of King Eider
S spectabilis features like a rounded point to the feath-
ering on the lores, frontal processes not coming close
to the eyes (possibly explaining a rather hooked fore-
head profile) and possibly a dark bill-tip. However,
unlike a typical female King Eider, the bird did not
show an upturned gape, lacked a contrasting pale loral
area and eye-ring, and had a closely barred plumage
pattern without King Eider’s open U-shaped flank-
barring. Nevertheless, the bird seemed to be at vari-
ance with European Eider S m mollissima (the only
subspecies recorded in the Netherlands). Some fea-
tures, like the round loral feathering shape, apparent
short frontal processes, pale plumage and possibly dark
bill colour, may suggest Pacific Eider S m v-nigra which
breeds, isolated from other subspecies, from north-
eastern Siberia east to north-western Canada, and win-
ters in the Bering Sea. Vagrancy records of Pacific are
from as far afield as Greenland and Newfoundland,
Canada, but there is no European record. Boreal (‘East
Arctic’) Eider S m borealis seems to be a more likely
candidate to occur as a vagrant in the Netherlands
(there is one record for Britain) but, on average, that
taxon should have a less rounded, deeper loral feather-
ing and darker plumage. Unfortunately, the shape of
the frontal processes (narrow and pointed in Pacific) is
hard to judge from the photographs. Because of bill
shape and general colour, a hybrid Eider x King Eider
has also been considered. In Iceland, for instance, such
hybrids are known for males (37 records) but there are
no records for females (although occasionally female
birds are seen that are suspected to be hybrids). It is
concluded that, at least for the time being, it remains
uncertain whether the lJmuiden bird was a European
Eider with an aberrant bill, a vagrant subspecies or a
hybrid Eider x King Eider.
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New breeding site for White-
rumped Swift in Portugal

On 19 June 1999, | was conducting fieldwork for
Projecto Atlas (the new atlas of breeding birds in
Portugal). | was surveying a remote inland area in
the eastern Algarve, c 40 km south-south-west of
Mina de Sdo Domingos in the southern Alentejo
where the first breeding White-rumped Swifts
Apus caffer for Portugal occurred in 1995-97
(Moore 1998). | had reached a little-used concrete
road bridge over a seasonal stream in a dry open
area of Mediterranean scrub and marginal cultiva-
tion at ¢ 100 m above sea level, when | was very
surprised to see two White-rumped Swifts. They
were flying rapidly around the bridge, mostly
gliding but this was interrupted by sudden bursts
of rapid wing quivering and vertical ascents with
the wings held rigidly in a V, which | took to be a
display flight. Two more White-rumped Swifts
also appeared briefly. A few Red-rumped Swal-
lows Hirundo daurica and Eurasian Crag Martins

74 Breeding site of White-rumped Swift / Kaffer-
gierzwaluw Apus caffer, eastern Algarve, Portugal,
25 July 1999 (Ray Tipper)
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H rupestris were present and both species had
constructed a single nest under the bridge. The
White-rumped Swifts occasionally flew under the
bridge but were not seen to visit either nest.

On 24 June, Kenneth Searle and Karen Phillipps
visited the site and found four White-rumped
Swifts feeding at various heights in the vicinity of
the bridge. They returned on 6 July with Ray
Tipper who hoped to photograph the birds. At
06:35, they saw a White-rumped Swift leave the
Red-rumped Swallow’s nest and at 07:00, two
birds were seen in a display flight. The same three
observers visited the site again on 14 and 26 July
and on both occasions two birds were seen and
single White-rumped Swifts were inadvertently
flushed from the Red-rumped Swallow’s nest. On
the last occasion, it was noted that small feathers
had been stuck to the mouth of the retort-shaped
nest but no chick vocalization was heard. White-
rumped Swifts typically use nests of certain
Hirundo swallows or Little Swift A affinis by occu-
pying them during the builder’s absence and then

75 Nest of White-rumped Swift / Kaffergierzwaluw
Apus caffer, eastern Algarve, Portugal, 25 July 1999
(Ray Tipper)
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76 White-rumped Swift / Kaffergierzwaluw Apus caffer,
eastern Algarve, Portugal, 7 July 2000 (Ray Tipper)

remaining inside and lining the entrance with
feathers to hinder entry (del Hoyo et al 1999,
Chantler & Driessens 2000). Mark Bolton and
others visited the site on 21 August and caught
sight of a well-grown chick and heard vocaliza-
tions from inside the nest whenever an adult
approached and briefly visited the nest. KS and KP
again visited the site on 7 September and found
that the body of the nest had been punctured from
below in two places but the entrance was not
damaged. A nearby Red-rumped Swallow’s nest
had suffered similar damage. The presence of two
fresh sardine cans, a wine bottle and a cut stem of
Giant Reed Arundo donax that had not been there
on 16 July strongly suggested vandalism.

On 15 June 2000, KS and KP again visited the
site and found four White-rumped Swifts and a
pair of Red-rumped Swallows with a nest.
Subsequent visits were made and on 7 July a
White-rumped Swift was seen to leave the Red-
rumped Swallow’s nest and the tell-tale feathers
were again present at the entrance. It is reason-
able to assume that the White-rumped Swifts bred
again at this site in 2000. In 2001, a pair of
White-rumped Swifts was seen at the same site in
early June.

77 White-rumped Swift / Kaffergierzwaluw Apus caffer,
eastern Algarve, Portugal, 14 July 1999 (Ray Tipper)

This involves the second known breeding site
for Portugal, evidencing a range expansion which
had been anticipated (Moore 1998). This expan-
sion follows the gradual colonization of southern
Spain since the first confirmed breeding record at
Sierra de la Plata, near Tarifa, in 1966 (Chantler &
Driessens 2000). Del Hoyo et al (1999) attribute
the South African population increase of White-
rumped Swift primarily to the utilization of bridge
construction. It is therefore pertinent to observe
that with the benefit of EU funding, the rural road
network in the Algarve has recently undergone a
massive upgrading, including the construction of
many, often little used, bridges. Two species that
have utilized these new bridges and noticeably
expanded their ranges are Red-rumped Swallow
and Eurasian Crag Martin and this may eventually
prove to be the case for White-rumped Swift.
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Claw length and origin of Pine Gros-
beak at Melissant in March 1996

On 24 March 1996, an adult male Pine
Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator was photographed
at Melissant, Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands (de
Zoete & Meininger 1998). One of the photo-
graphs was also published in van den Berg &

[Dutch Birding 24: 95-97, 2002]

Bosman (1999, 2001) and is repeated here as
plate 78. This record was rejected by the Dutch
rarities committee (CDNA) because the claws
were considered too long for a wild bird (Wie-
gant et al 1998). Schaftenaar (1999) questioned
this decision with reference to the frequent loss
of red plumage coloration in captive seed-eating
birds (which was not the case in the Melissant
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78 Pine Grosbeak / Haakbek Pinicola enucleator, adult male, Melissant, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, 24 March

1996 (Gertjan de Zoete) 79 Pine Grosbeak / Haakbek Pinicola enucleator, Tampere, Finland, February 1984 (Jouni

Riihimaki)

80-81 Pine Grosbeak / Haakbek Pinicola enucleator, first-year male, Nymolla, Skane, Sweden,

December 2000 (Rob G Bouwman)

bird) but, after reconsideration by the CDNA, the
bird was still regarded as an escape (see editorial
comment in Schaftenaar 1999).

In December 2000, we (Rob Bouwman and
Justin Jansen) observed several Pine Grosbeaks at
Nymolla, Skane, Sweden, together with several
other birders. These birds were part of a large
invasion into southern Fenno-Scandinavia in late
autumn and early winter of 2000. We noticed
that a first-year male that could be studied at
close range had long claws. Remembering the
discussion provoked by the Melissant bird from
1996, we asked Pierre Unge and Martin Helin to
put a message on the Swedish and Finnish bird-
nets, respectively, for more information on this
subject. As a result, we received several reac-
tions, including photographs of Pine Grosbeaks
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with long claws. Probably the most striking pho-
tograph (plate 79) was sent by Jouni Riihiméaki
who informed us that he was (also) considering a
note for Dutch Birding discussing the origin of
the Melissant bird. This photograph and the
photographs taken by RB at Nymélla (plate 80-
81) show that there are birds — of undisputed
wild origin — with even longer claws than the
Melissant bird. Another example is presented by
a photograph of an adult male taken by Jari
Peltomé&ki at Oulu, Finland, in January 2000 (see
Alula 7 (1), 2001, back cover). We also received
a reaction from Jorgen Palmgren of the Zoo-
logical Museum of the University of Helsinki,
Finland. He measured several Pine Grosbeaks
and noted a variation in claw length between 7.9
and 11.3 mm. In 12 birds, the mean length of the



Claw length and origin of Pine Grosbeak at Melissant in March 1996

TABLE 1 Claw lengths (mm) of Pine Grosbeaks / Haakbekken Pinicola enucleator; all birds from collection of

Zoological Museum of University of Helsinki, except for bird 5 (in private collection of Jouni Riihimaki)

Age Sex Middle claw Back claw Collected

1 juvenile male 9.5 8.6 15 October 1990
2 juvenile male 8.8 8.6 8 November 1954
3 juvenile male 9.4 7.4 10 November 1967
4 juvenile male 9.5 8.7 9 December 1976
5 adult male 1.3 9.1 January 1984
6 adult male 10.3 9.4 15 January 1934
7 adult male 9.5 8.7 22 January 1957
8 adult male 8.4 8.6 27 April 1904
9 adult male 8.8 7.9 8 November 1954
10 adult female 9.4 8.4 17 January 1880
11 adult female 9.0 8.3 18 January 1994
12 adult female 9.1 7.9 3 November 1976

middle claw was 9.4 mm and of the back claw
8.5 mm. The variation in claw length can be
considerable, even between the toes of one foot.
An adult male found dead at Tampere, Finland,
in February 1984 (plate 79) had, on one foot, a
claw of 6.9 mm on the left toe and of 11.3 mm
on the middle toe (cf table 1).

As indicated in de Zoete & Meininger (1998),
the claw length of the Melissant bird was esti-
mated to be twice as long as normal. There was,
however, no indication of what was used as a
reference for a ‘normal’ claw length in Pine
Grosbeak and there was no reference to sample
size. Because the Melissant bird was not caught,
the estimated claw length could only be based
on photographs and the statement that it was
‘twice as long as normal’ is thus poorly substan-
tiated. Therefore, we think the Melissant record
refers to a Pine Grosbeak with a claw length
within the normal variation; the claw length
alone would then be insufficient reason to reject
this record as a presumed escape.

Many persons responded to the messages on
the Finnish and Swedish birdnets and we want to
thank Mats Dahlen, Martin Helin, Jan van der
Laan (CDNA), Johan Nillson, Jorgen Palmgren
(Zoological Museum of University of Helsinki),
Jeff Prize, Jouni Riihiméaki and Pierre Unge for
their help.
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The information collected by Rob Bouwman and Justin
Jansen was sent to the CDNA in early 2001 and, as a
result, the record was reconsidered based on this new
information. The CDNA decided that there was suf-
ficient reason to accept the record as referring to a pre-
sumed wild bird. Since the claw length was the main
reason to reject the bird previously and since there
were no (strong) indications of captive origin in plum-
age (coloration and/or wear), bill shape, behaviour,
date of occurrence and locality, the bird received the
benefit of the doubt and has now been accepted as the
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fourth Pine Grosbeak for the Netherlands; previous
records were in December 1909 (2) and November
1928, all three at Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland (van den
Berg & Bosman 2001). The fact that the largest invasion
of Pine Grosbeaks in Denmark since 1954 occurred in
November 1995, a few months prior to the Melissant
record (cf van den Berg & Bosman 2001), adds
credibility to a presumed wild origin of the Dutch bird
(but is considered no more than ‘circumstancial evi-
dence’) (Jan van der Laan in litt). EDITORS
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Masters of Mystery

Solutions of first round 2002

The solutions of mystery photographs | and Il
(Dutch Birding 24: 39, 2002) appear below.

I Mystery photograph | clearly shows a Calidris
Sandpiper. In the field, identification of Calidris
sandpipers normally starts with ageing. In this
case, not many plumage features can be seen
because of the frontal view of the bird. The mys-
tery bird shows white underparts, light and neat-
looking mantle-Vs and a quite brightly coloured
crown. The presence of these characters might
suggest the bird is in juvenile plumage. However,
some adults can show these features too, which
is for instance the case in Little Stint C minuta
and Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus.
Therefore, in this case, one has to look for struc-
tural features and coloration of the bare parts.
Although it is very difficult to judge the structure
from a single photograph, large species like
Great C tenuirostris and Red Knot C canutus do
not seem reliable candidates. The black legs
easily eliminate all stints and sandpipers with
pale legs. Broad-billed Sandpiper has dark green-
ish legs but these can look surprisingly blackish,
so this species cannot be eliminated on this char-
acter alone. What catches the eye is the fairly
long bill. The bill is looking at least as long as the
length of the head and has, from this point of
view, a broad tip. This character rules out San-
derling C alba, Red-necked Stint C ruficollis and
Little Stint which all show a very short bill.

Now, we are left with Semipalmated C pusilla,
Western C mauri, White-rumped C fuscicollis,
Baird’s C bairdii and Curlew Sandpipers C ferru-
ginea, Dunlin C alpina and Broad-billed Sand-
piper. The shape of the bill can eliminate Broad-
billed Sandpiper rather easily, because the bill is
broader in Broad-billed than in the mystery bird.
In addition, the lack of black bold markings on
the breast is wrong for Broad-billed, too.
The presence of light mantle-Vs in the mystery
bird eliminates Baird’s and Curlew Sandpiper,
because these species are lacking the light
mantle-V in all plumages. In addition, Curlew
Sandpiper shows an even longer bill than the
mystery bird. White-rumped and Dunlin both
have a bill of approximately the same length as
the mystery bird and both species may show
light mantle-Vs and black legs. So, could the
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mystery bird be a White-rumped or a Dunlin? As
the bird is photographed in August, in Dunlin
one would expect bold black markings on its
belly and a strong buff tinge to its fore-neck and
breast. In White-rumped, only juveniles show
light mantle-Vs. Juvenile White-rumped, how-
ever, would show a more strongly marked breast-
side with streaks extending to flanks and breast.
The fairly light ear-coverts and the absence of a
rufous crown support the elimination of White-
rumped, which also shows darker ear-coverts
and a more rufous crown.

If we look once more at the legs and feet of the
mystery bird, we can get an impression of the
presence of half-webbed toes. This important
feature rules out all Calidris-sandpipers except
Semipalmated Sandpiper and Western Sandpiper.
Now we are left with the two species with half-
webbed toes, while the white mantle-Vs confirm
a juvenile plumage. Although juvenile Semi-
palmated may show such white mantle-Vs as in
the mystery bird, it fits Western better. The bill is
rather long and broad tipped. This character bet-
ter fits Western, too. Although Semipalmated can
display such a long bill, it has a less drop-like
bill-tip. Other features which support the identifi-
cation as a Western are the distinct, fine streaks
on the breast-side and the buff tinge to the bre-
ast, which is more typical for Western. Semi-
palmated normally shows more diffuse streaking
on its breast-side.

Another photograph of the same bird appears
as plate 82. This Western Sandpiper was
photographed by Marcel Scholte at Vancouver
Island, British Columbia, Canada, on 14 August
1994. In this photograph, some other characters
of Western can be seen. Most important are the
upper scapulars which show black centres with
bright rufous edges, contrasting with the white-
edged grey lower scapulars and wing-coverts. In
Semipalmated Sandpiper, the upperparts appear
plainer, with a more or less evenly dark anchor
pattern on all its scapulars. This photograph
apparently was not very difficult, as 51% of the
entrants identified it correctly. Other answers
included Dunlin (14%) and Semipalmated
(14%), Curlew (6%), White-rumped (6%) and
Broad-billed Sandpipers (4%).

Il Nearly all entrants identified the bird depicted
in mystery photograph Il as a Phylloscopus war-
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82 Western Sandpiper / Alaskastrandloper Calidris
mauri, Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada, 14
August 1994 (Marcel Scholte)

bler. Indeed, the whitish underparts lacking any
patterning like bars or stripes and the greenish
upperparts strongly point in this direction. Of all
other warblers in the Western Palearctic, only
Icterine  Hippolais icterina and Melodious
Warbler H polyglotta share these characters.
Both species, however, show less clear whitish
underparts and have dark greyish (in Icterine) or
dark brownish to greyish (in Melodious) legs and
feet. Moreover, Icterine and Melodious both
show much stronger legs and feet compared with
most Phylloscopus warblers. Unfortunately, our
mystery bird is facing away, making the use of
important identification characters such as super-
cilium, eye-stripe and bill structure, impossible.
However, leg colour, wing colour, wing structure
and the colour of the upper- and underparts are
clearly visible, making a safe identification pos-
sible.

No trace of a wing-bar can be detected, easily
excluding all wing-barred species. In addition,
the undertail-coverts are white, ruling out
Radde’s P schwarzi and Dusky Warblers P fusca-
tus quite easily. A striking feature is the clean
white belly, flank and undertail-coverts. Northern
Chiffchaff P collybita usually shows a certain
amount of yellow on the underparts although
some birds, especially in northern and eastern
parts of their range, are paler and can show off-
white underparts. However, the obviously pale
legs eliminate Northern Chiffchaff as one of the
possibilities. This is also the case for Caucasian
Chiffchaff P lorenzii which has jet-black legs and
is, in addition, much darker on both upper- and

Masters of Mystery

83 Willow Warbler / Fitis Phylloscopus trochilus,
Lauwersoog, Groningen, Netherlands, 4 May 1999
(Eric Koops)

underparts. Canary Islands P canariensis and
Mountain Chiffchaff P sindianus both show
darker legs and can, therefore, be ruled out safe-
ly. lberian Chiffchaff P brehmii may show occa-
sionally as pale legs as depicted in the mystery
bird. However, the wing structure of the mystery
bird is wrong for Iberian and all other mentioned
chiffchaff species. The primary projection, which
is for all chiffchaff species about half of the tertial
length, is obviously shorter than the long primary
projection shown by the mystery bird.

The clean white underparts and the long pri-
mary projection point in the direction of Western
Bonelli’s P bonelli, Eastern Bonelli’s P orientalis,
Wood P sibilatrix or Willow Warblers P trochilus.
Wood Warbler tends to be more intensively satu-
rated green on the mantle. However, more dull-
green atypically coloured Wood occur and a
second look seems, therefore, needed. Wood has
blackish tertials with contrastingly pale edges. In
the mystery bird, the tertial pattern is more uni-
form with only diffuse pale edges, making Wood
a less probable solution. More important, the
outer primary (p1) of Wood is generally shorter
than the tip of the longest primary covert and
never as long as pl1 of our mystery bird. In
Wood, p1 is normally not projecting more than
1.5 mm beyond the primary coverts. Western
and Eastern Bonelli’s also share the above men-
tioned character of variegated pale-edged ter-
tials. Furthermore, in Western and Eastern
Bonelli’s the mantle is dull grey, lacking nearly
any green coloration especially in spring, which
is not the case in the mystery bird. Note also that
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Mystery photograph 11l (June)

the tibia feathering is pale yellowish. In both
species of bonelli’s, the tibia feathering is more
whitish. In addition, wing-coverts and remiges,
especially the secondaries, are edged bright
greenish in both bonelli’s warblers. In the myste-
ry bird, the wing-coverts are uniform greyish-
green and the edges of the remiges are pale
yellowish and not so brightly coloured. So, we
are left with Willow Warbler. The greenish-tinged
upperparts, diffusely pale-edged tertials, yellow-
ish-edged flight-feathers and the long primary
projection, roughly equivalent to the visible ter-
tial length, all fit only Willow.

This Willow Warbler was photographed at
Lauwersoog, Groningen, the Netherlands, on 4
May 1999 by Eric Koops. The same bird is
depicted in plate 83. The clean white underparts
and the reduced supercilium caused some
debate in the field. Some observers tentatively
identified this bird as a possible Western
Bonelli’s Warbler. However, as shown by the
mystery bird, some Willow Warblers can be very
pale, showing barely any yellow. These pale
birds may turn up in any population, although
the occurrence rate of such birds in northern
populations is much higher. The mystery bird
was identified correctly by 56% of the entrants.
The most frequently mentioned incorrect ans-
wers were Northern Chiffchaff (13%), Greenish
Warbler (10%) and Western Bonelli’s Warbler
(5%), illustrating the pitfall mentioned above.

There were exactly 100 participants in the first
round of the 2002 competition and 30 of them

Mystery photograph 1V (May)

managed to identify both mystery birds correctly.
The names of these entrants can be viewed at
www.dutchbirding.nl. From them, Troels Eske
Ortvad (Denmark) was drawn as the winner of a
copy of Trushes by Peter Clement and Ren
Hathway, donated by A&C Black (Publishers)
Ltd.

Second round 2002

Photographs Il and IV represent the second
round of the 2002 competition. Please, study the
rules (Dutch Birding 24: 39, 2002) carefully and
identify the birds in the photographs. Solutions
can be sent in three different ways:
e by postcard to Dutch Birding Association, Postbus
75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam, Netherlands
¢ by e-mail to masters@dutchbirding.nl
e from the Internet site of the Dutch Birding
Association at www.dutchbirding.nl
Entries for the second round have to arrive by
1 May 2002. From those entrants having identi-
fied both mystery birds correctly, one person will
be drawn who will receive a copy of the two-
volume video set Gulls: the gulls of Europe, Asia
& North America, filmed by Paul Doherty and
narrated by Bill Oddie, donated by Bird Images
Video Guides. Swarovski Benelux will award a
Swarovski AT80 telescope with a 20-60x zoom
eyepiece to the overall winner after six rounds.
Contrary to the announcement in Dutch Birding
24: 38, 2002, this will not be a HD (High
Definition) model. We apologize for this mistake
and any inconveniences.

Rob S A van Bemmelen, Gouwzee 20, 1423 DV Uithoorn, Netherlands (masters@dutchbirding.nl)
Dick Groenendijk, Elzenstraat 14, 4043 PB Opheusden, Netherlands (masters@dutchbirding.nl)
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CDNA-mededelingen

Recente CDNA-besluiten In de halfjaarlijkse vergade-
ring van 2 februari 2002 heeft de Commissie
Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) een aantal
besluiten genomen. Op het personele vlak zijn de vol-
gende wijzigingen te melden: na respectievelijk zes en
acht jaar dienst hebben Ruud van Beusekom en Jan
van der Laan de commissie verlaten. Hun plaatsen zijn
ingenomen door Ruud Brouwer en Pim Wolf, beiden
bekend als vogelaars in respectievelijk de Kop van
Noord-Holland en Zeeland (met name Walcheren en
Breskens). Nils van Duivendijk is benoemd tot voorzit-
ter als opvolger van JvdL; laatstgenoemde blijft betrok-
ken bij het schrijven van het jaarverslag. De volledige
lijst met CDNA-leden is te vinden in het colofon.

Met betrekking tot de lijst van beoordeeltaxa is de
enige wijziging dat Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsittacus
met ingang van 1 januari 2002 weer beoordeeld dient
te worden (de determinatie wordt thans tegen het licht
van de problematiek van verschillende ‘vocal types’
van Kruisbekken L curvirostra te lastig bevonden). Er
zijn op dit moment geen soorten of soortgroepen waar-
voor een integrale herziening wordt voorgesteld. De
lopende herziening van alle aanvaarde Baardgras-
mussen Sylvia cantillans (met het oog op determinatie
van verschillende ondersoorten) wordt naar verwach-
ting in de loop van dit jaar afgerond. In de vergadering
zijn twee soorten formeel toegevoegd aan de
Nederlandse lijst: Aasgier Neophron percnopterus
(Epen, Limburg, 24-25 mei 2001) en Jufferkraanvogel
Anthropoides virgo (Beuven, Noord-Brabant, mei
1991). Voor de laatste soort betreft het een come-back
op de Nederlandse lijst, nadat in een eerder stadium
alle gevallen waren afgevoerd vanwege twijfels over de
mogelijke wilde herkomst. Na rijp beraad heeft de
commissie besloten gevallen van deze soort waarbij
geen aantoonbare tekenen van niet-wilde herkomst
zijn, alsnog te aanvaarden (bij deze soort geldt de
‘omgekeerde bewijslast’, zodat overvliegende vogels of

vogels waarvan anderszins niet positief is vastgesteld
dat ze ongeringd en onbeschadigd waren, niet voor
aanvaarding in aanmerking kunnen komen).

In de vergadering is uitgebreid gediscussieerd over
het beoordelen van gevallen op basis van beperkte
(gepubliceerde) documentatie. Hoewel nog geen
definitieve besluiten zijn genomen, is de commissie
voorstander van een ‘harde’ lijn bij zeer zeldzame
gevallen (in het bijzonder, potentiéle nieuwe soorten
voor Nederland). Deze zullen alleen beoordeeld wor-
den als er sprake is van een volledige en reguliere
indiening. Dit betekent dat een of meer gepubliceerde
foto’s zonder nadere beschrijving van de vogel en
waarnemingsomstandigheden onvoldoende zijn. De
commissie roept waarnemers dan ook op om de com-
missie te voorzien van een zo volledig mogelijke docu-
mentatie van zeer zeldzame vogels, zodat ook de
omstandigheden (exacte locatie, waarnemingsduur,
namen van (mede)waarnemers etc) worden vastgelegd.
De toenemende aanwezigheid van videocamera’s en
digitale fotocamera’s bij zeldzaamheden is uit het oog-
punt van objectieve documentatie sterk toe te juichen;
de keerzijde is echter dat weinig waarnemers nog de
moeite nemen om voor zichzelf zoveel mogelijk ken-
merken te noteren, ook als die niet van direct belang
lijken voor de determinatie. Mede met het oog op
mogelijke revisies is het van groot belang dat dossiers
zo compleet mogelijk zijn. Een aardig voorbeeld is de
Baardgrasmus die van 23 tot 26 mei 1987 zong bij 't
Wed, Kennemerduinen, Bloemendaal, Noord-Holland.
De uitstekende beschrijving van het geluid maakt het
waarschijnlijk mogelijk dit geval vele jaren na dato te
herzien en als Moltoni’s Baardgrasmus S ¢ moltonii te
aanvaarden terwijl op het moment van waarneming dit
taxon nog onbekend was en derhalve het geluid niet
als relevant kenmerk werd beschouwd. BERT DE BRUIN
& JAN VAN DER LAAN

Corrigenda

Bij de foto van de Kleine Burgemeester Larus glaucoi-
des te Huizen, Noord-Holland (Dutch Birding 24: 53,
plaat 33, 2002), werd per ongeluk het verkeerde jaar
genoemd; de juiste datum moet zijn 10 januari 2002
(niet 2001). REDACTIE

In the caption of the plate of the Iceland Gull Larus
glaucoides at Huizen, Noord-Holland (Dutch Birding

[Dutch Birding 24: 101, 2002]

24: 53, plate 33, 2002), the wrong year was mentioned
by mistake; the correct date should be 10 January 2002
(not 2001). EDITORS

In the caption of figure 1 in last issue’s Total Birding
(Dutch Birding 24: 42, 2002), the final paragraph
should begin with: ‘A minority of birds matching 6
occur.” Unfortunately, ‘7" appears here in error. EDITORS
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The luck of the French

Now, let me see, can | remember the day when |
saw Ross’s Gull for the first time? That is a ridicu-
lous question. | can instantly recall not only the
moment but also the agony of the sleepless night
when the news broke and, to boot, the many
Ross’s-less years wondering if | would ever clap
eyes on such a mythical creature — for me the
equivalent of Antony’s Cleopatra. The species
was first claimed for Ireland as far back as 1842
when William Macgillivray included it in his
Manual of British Birds, volume two, page 254,
with the remark ‘This species has once occurred
in Ireland.” For a while the record pre-dated the
first for Big Brother Britain (one shot in Yorkshire
in 1846 or 1847) until it emerged that the Irish
individual didn’t actually exist. What happened
to it? No jiggery-pokery was involved; the expla-
nation was much more mundane. William
Macgillivray’s printer was the culprit since he
had inadvertently changed one letter and meta-
morphosed Iceland into Ireland.

Nice try but no cigar. From then until January
1981, Irish birders felt that some kind of hex had
been put upon the species. We had not found
any, whereas British records stood at a dizzy 20
by this time. All that came to an end when a teen-
ager named Guy Hamilton discovered an adult
dip-feeding in a coastal harbour late on a snowy
New Year’s Day. That night almost no one was at
home to be told the news over the telephone so
instead people got hastily scribbled notes shoved
through their letterboxes proclaiming: ‘Ross’s Gull
at Portavogie — be there at dawn’, which stunned
them into sobriety. This must have been on a par
with stepping on a rake with the tines up — the
thing springs back and knocks you senseless.

What is so special about a diminutive pink gull
from the Arctic? At the risk of sounding heretical,
I don’t think Ross'’s is quite the most beautiful gull
in the world — actually, | prefer Mediterranean
Gull - but the species wins hands-down thanks to
its aura of rarity and tale of discovery. There is
always a good story when someone’s name is
commemorated in a species’ title, which keeps
the connection between past and present alive.
History is reborn when you see the faces of men
such as Pallas, Eversmann, Blyth and Hume. It's
strange to gaze at our dead ancestors. They are
presented like characters out of Dickens. Pallas
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has a white wig, wears a tunic and has medals
pinned to his chest. He looks like an ornitho-
logical George Washington. All of them are old
and, if they were alive today, could easily find
work as stand-ins for Father Christmas. I’'m not
keen on that kind of image. It is better to let your
mind drift away and see them in their prime —
young pioneers doing the kind of things that we
wish we could do. Take James Clark Ross.

Born in London in 1800, James went to sea at
the age of 12. He was sent on naval duty to the
North Sea and the Baltic but he wasn't left to
fend for himself. His uncle John was on the same
ship and the pair were close enough in age to
strike up an almost brotherly friendship.
Probably, they were thick as thieves. For the next
six years they were inseparable and in 1814-15
they surveyed the coast of the White Sea off
Archangel. Then in 1818, with John as captain of
the whaler Isabella, they went in search of the
North-west Passage. Their orders were to round
the north-eastern point of America and sail on to
the Bering Sea and Kamchatka. There, the ship’s
journal was to be handed over to the Russian
Governor who was to send it overland to London
to communicate their success. Sadly, they could
not find a navigable route through Canada’s
Arctic islands and returned home defeated.
Worse, John was castigated by sections of the
Admiralty establishment for not trying hard
enough. James made further attempts to find a
way in 1819-20 and again in 1821-23.

Hold it right there. Can you imagine young
blokes today doing this sort of stuff? Remember,
James had gone off twice to search for the North-
west Passage before his twentieth birthday.
Clearly he was not a quitter. He subsequently
embarked upon two more expeditions with his
uncle John and survived four consecutive winters
in the Arctic (when they had long been given up
for dead) before finishing up finding the North
Magnetic Pole. His main driving force seems to
have been exploration. He was born into a hero-
ic age and the accolade that pays tribute to his
‘unwearied exertions in the promotion of natural
history on the late Arctic voyages’ perhaps isn’t
wholly convincing. For one thing he quickly
diverted his energies away from the Arctic after
locating the North Magnetic Pole and, in 1840,
went off in search of the South Magnetic Pole!
He didn’t find it but still managed to circumnavi-
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84 With such divine looks, it comes as no surprise to learn that Ross’s Gulls seem to be Catholic (Anthony McGeehan)

gate the Antarctic Continent and established the
existence of the vast Ross ice-shelf.

So, where does Ross’s Gull fit into the story?
We have only sketchy details to go on but, never
one to let a dearth of information stand in the
way of a good yarn, | have embellished a full
account for posterity. Close to midsummer’s day
in June 1823, James was with a shooting party
near Alagnak on Canada’s Melville Peninsula at
69:15 N. During the previous week, 230 ducks
had been shot to provision the ship’s stores. We
can only guess at their identities but King Eiders
and Long-tailed Ducks streaming north to reach
thawing breeding grounds are likely to have
featured strongly in the tally. James had a reputa-
tion as a marksman and, single-handedly, he must
have spotted the approaching gull as something
different. It 