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Introduction 
I have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when 
you find more I would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2012 to: josephobbs@gmail.com. 
Grateful thanks to Alyn Walsh and Tom Shevlin (www.wildlifesnaps.com) for the cover images. All 
images © the photographers. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. & 
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2011. IOC World Bird Names. Available from: http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 
[version 3.0d_ssp accessed December 2011]).  
 
Version  
Version 1.2 (1 February 2012). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Citrine Wagtail. Tacumshin Lake, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 2 June 2006. Alyn Walsh. 
Vignette: Yellow Wagtail. Tacumshin Lake, Co. Wexford, Ireland. 21 April 2003. Tom Shevlin. 
 
Species              Page No. 
African Pied Wagtail [Motacilla aguimp]       14 

Cape Wagtail [Motacilla capensis]         9 

Citrine Wagtail [Motacilla citreola]         7 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail [Motacilla tschutschensis]       7 

Forest Wagtail [Dendronanthus indicus]         3 

Grey Wagtail [Motacilla cinerea]        10 

Japanese Wagtail [Motacilla grandis]       15 

Madagascar Wagtail [Motacilla flaviventris]        9 

Mekong Wagtail [Motacilla samveasnae]      14 

Mountain Wagtail [Motacilla clara]       11 

White Wagtail [Motacilla alba]        11 

White-browed Wagtail [Motacilla maderaspatensis]     15 

Yellow Wagtail [Motacilla flava]          3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2  

Relevant Publications 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2003. Pipits & Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North America, Identification and 
Systematics. Christopher Helm, A & C Black, London. 
Bent, A.C. 1965. Life Histories of North American Wagtails, Shrikes and Vireos, and their Allies. 
Dover Publications. 
Cramp, S. (ed.) 1988. Handbook of the Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, The Birds 
of the Western Palearctic, Volume 5 - Tyrant Flycatchers to Thrushes. Oxford University Press. 
del Hoyo, J. et al (eds.) 2004. Handbook of the Birds of the World. Volume 9, Cotingas to Pipits and 
Wagtails. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. 
Jenni, L. & Winkler, R. 1994. Moult and Ageing of European Passerines. Academic Press. 
Parkin, D.T. & Knox, A.G. 2010. The Status of Birds in Britain & Ireland. Christopher Helm, London. 
Simms, E. 1992. British Larks, Pipits & Wagtails. HarperCollins, London. 
Snow, D.W. & Perrins, C.M. (eds.) 1998. The Birds of the Western Palearctic Concise Edition 
Volume 2, Passerines. Oxford University Press.  
Svensson, L. 1992. Identification Guide to European Passerines (4th edition). Privately Published, 
Stockholm. 
van Duivendijk, N. 2010 & 2011. Advanced Bird ID Guide, The Western Palearctic. New Holland. 
Vinicombe, K. et al. 1989. The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. Macmillan Press, London 
and Basingstoke. 
 
Book Reviews 
Alström, P. 1992. Reviews (British Larks, Pipits and Wagtails. By Eric Simms, 1992). British Birds 
85(12): 651. 
Bradshaw, C. 1993. Reviews (Identification Guide to European Passerines by Lars Svensson). 
Birdwatch 2(2): 50. 
Fisher, D. 1989. Reviews (The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. By Alan Harris, Laurel 
Tucker and Keith Vinicombe, 1989). British Birds 82(9): 421. 
Garner, M. 2003. Reviews (Pipits & Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North America by Per Alström and 
Krister Mild 2003). Birding World 16(7): 307. 
Garner, M. 2010. Reviews (Advanced Bird ID Guide by Nils van Duivendijk, 2010). British Birds 
103(11): 680-681. 
Harrap, S. 1995. Reviews (Moult and ageing of European passerines by Lukas Jenni & Raffael 
Winkler, 1994). Birding World 8(7): 279. 
Harvey, P. 2003. Reviews (Pipits & Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North America by Per Alström and 
Krister Mild, 2003). British Birds 96(5): 265-266. 
Hume, R. 1994. Reviews (Moult and ageing of European passerines by Lukas Jenni & Raffael 
Winkler, 1994). British Birds 87(12): 633-634. 
Lindholm, A. 2004. Reviews (Pipits & Wagtails of Europe, Asia and North America. Per Alström & 
Krister Mild. Illustrated by Per Alström & Bill Zetterström 2003). Alula 10(1): 38-39. 
Madge, S. 2003. Tried and tested (Authors deliver with an air of authority. Pipits and Wagtails of 
Europe, Asia and North America by Per Alström and Krister Mild, 2003). Birdwatch 138: 42. 
Madge, S.C. 1988. Reviews (International Bird Identification: Proceedings of the 4th Meeting, Eilat 1-
8 November 1986. Edited by P.J. Grant, J.T.R. Sharrock, S. Tagger and H. Shirihai. British Birds Ltd., 
Biggleswade and International Birdwatching Center, Eilat, 1987). British Birds 81(9): 474. 
Mitchell, D. 2010. Books (Status isn't everything. The Status of Birds in Britain and Ireland by David 
T. Parkin and Alan G. Knox, 2010). Birdwatch 218: 54. 
Mullarney, K. 1994. Reviews (A good formula - Mould and Ageing of European passerines by Lukas 
Jenni and Raffael Winkler. Academic Press). Birdwatch 29: 46. 
Petrow, C.G. 1992. Bird Books (The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. Alan Harris, Laurel 
Tucker, and Keith Vinicombe, 1989. A Field Guide to the Rare Birds of Britain and Europe. Ian 
Lewington, Per Alström, and Peter Colston, 1991). Birding XXIV(5): 323-326.  
Riddington, R. 2011. Reviews (Large-format Advanced Bird ID Handbook. By Nils van Duivendijk, 
2011). British Birds 104(12): 753-754. 
Sharrock, J.T.R. 1993. Reviews (Identification Guide to European Passerines. 4th edn. by Lars 
Svensson, 1992). British Birds 86(3): 129. 
Vinicombe, K. 1993. Reviews (Identification Guide to European Passerines 4th edition by Lars 
Svensson, 1992). Birding World 5(12): 487. 
Vinicombe, K. 2010. Books (Onwards and upwards. The Advanced Bird ID Guide by Nils van 
Duivendijk, 2010). Birdwatch 220: 46. 
 



 

3  

General Notes 
Baker, K. 1996. Ageing passerines: some practical examples. Birding World 9(7): 280-282. 
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Voelker, G. & Edwards, S.V. 1998. Can Weighting Improve Bushy Trees? Models of Cytochrome b 
Evolution and the Molecular Systematics of Pipits and Wagtails (Aves:Motacillidae). Systematic 
Biology 47(4): 589-603. 
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Forest Wagtail  
Dendronanthus indicus [J.F. Gmelin 1789, India]. 
S Ussuriland (Russian Far East) S to SW Sichuan, N Guizhou & N Fujian (SE China) and SW Honshu 
& NW Kyushu (Japan) and fragmented in the Cachar Hills (Assam, NE India). Winters S to Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo & Philippines. 
1st WP Record: 10 October 2006. Al-Abraq Al-Khabari, Kuwait. Mike Pope and Brian Foster (Pope et 
al 2006). 
 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other 
species. Forktail 17: 67-73. 
Fågel, P. 2007. Kuwait - A Birding Destination at the Southeastern Corner of the Western Palearctic. 
Alula 13(4): 166-174 (168, photo 4). 
Gilroy, J. 2002. Vagrancy (The stuff of dreams). Birdwatch 126: 27-29 (29). 
Knystautas, A.J. 1991. Birds in the USSR – Birds of Russian forests. Dutch Birding 13(6): 213-216 
(plate 212). 
Neufeldt, I. 1961. The breeding biology of the Forest Wagtail, Motacilla indica Gmelin. Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society 58(3): 559-588. 
Pfister, O. 1999. Unknown Ladakh. World Birdwatch 21(4): 13-17 (16). 
Pope, M. et al 2006. The Forest Wagtail in Kuwait - a new Western Palearctic bird. Birding World 
19(11): 482-483.  
       
Yellow Wagtail  
Motacilla flava [Linnaeus 1758, southern Sweden] 
[M.f. flava] S Scandinavia W to France and C European mountain ranges E to the Urals. Winters sub-
Saharan Africa. 
[M.f. flavissima] Ireland (intermittently), Britain & adjacent coastal Europe. Winters Africa. 
[M.f. thunbergi] C & N Scandinavia & N Estonia E thru Siberia to the R Kolyma. Winters mainly sub-
Saharan Africa, possibly NE Africa and across S & SE Asia. 
[M.f. iberiae] Iberia, SW France and NW Africa S to islands of Banc d’Arguin (Mauritania). Winters W 
& NC Africa. 
[M.f. cinereocapilla] Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, SW Slovenia & NW Croatia. Winters along Mediterranean 
coast and Mali E to Lake Chad.  
[M.f. pygmaea] Nile valley & NW Sinai (Egypt). 
[M.f. feldegg] Bulgaria, S Romania, S Slovenia, W Croatia, Bosnia, S Serbia, Albania, Macedonia, 
Greece & Crete NE to S Ukraine and E to Turkey, E Mediterranean, Iraq, W Caspian, Iran, 
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Afghanistan & S Kazakhstan E to L Balkhash, Lake Alakol and adjacent N Xinjiang (China). Winters 
mainly Nigeria E to Sudan and S to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi & N DR Congo. 
[M.f. lutea] SW Russia between lower R Volga and R Irtysh and N Kazakhstan E to L Chany & L 
Zaysan. Winters Africa & Indian subcontinent. 
[M.f. beema] Upper R Volga E to SW Siberia and S to N Kazakhstan & Altai Mts and Ladakh & 
possibly also N Kashmir (W Himalayas). Winters mainly Indian subcontinent also Arabia & E Africa. 
[M.f. leucocephala] NW Mongolia, N Xinjiang (extreme NW China) and adjacent parts of far eastern 
Russia. Winters mostly in India probably. 
[M.f. plexa] R Khatanga E to R Kolyma (N Siberia). Winters India & SE Asia. 
The form plexa should possibly be included with M.f. thunbergi or as a form of Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail. 
The proposed form melanogrisea is included with M.f. feldegg. 
Other names: Western Yellow Wagtail, Blue-headed Wagtail (flava), Yellow-crowned Wagtail 
(flavissima), Dark-headed Wagtail (thunbergi), Grey-headed Wagtail (thunbergi), Spanish Wagtail 
(iberiae), Iberian Yellow Wagtail (iberiae), Ashy-headed Wagtail (cinereocapilla), Egyptian Yellow 
Wagtail (pygmaea), Black-headed Wagtail (feldegg), Yellow-headed Wagtail (lutea), Sykes’s Wagtail 
(beema), Turkestan Black-headed Wagtail (melanogrisea), White-headed Wagtail (leucocephala), 
North Siberian Yellow Wagtail (plexa), Channel Wagtail (flava x flavissima), Middlewest Wagtail (flava 
x iberiae). 
Carl Peter Thunberg (1743-1828), Swedish doctor, botanist and traveller. 
Baron Christoph Feldegg (1780-1845), Austrian army officer and naturalist. 
Col. William Henry Sykes (1790-1872), Indian army and naturalist. A director of the East India 
Company and MP for Aberdeen in later life. He gave the name Budytes beema to M.f. beema after 
the Bhima River in SW India where he first encountered this race. 
 
Alder, L.P. 2002. Notes (Yellow Wagtail feeding on berries of Elder). British Birds 95(2): 89. 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2003. Identification matters (Flava flow). Birdwatch 131: 30-32. 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2004. ‘Biological’, ‘phylogenetic’ and ‘monophyletic’ species - same or 
different? Alula 10(3): 96-103. 
Ashby, V. & Annenkova, S. 2004. Birding Kazakhstan. Birding World 17(6): 242-253 (244). 
Aymí, R. 1995. ‘Grey-and-white’ Yellow Wagtails in western Europe. Dutch Birding 17(1): 6-10. 
Aymí, R. 1999. Identification of adult male yellow wagtails in winter plumage in western Europe. 
Dutch Birding 21(5): 241-253. 
Barthel, P.H. 1988. Rätselvogel 6: Nördliche Schafstelze Motacilla flava thunbergi [Mystery Bird 6: 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi]. Limicola 2(4): 155-157. 
Bell, C.P. 1995. An enquiry into evolutionary aspects of geographic variation in birds, with special 
reference to the yellow wagtail Motacilla flava and the meadow pipit Anthus pratensis. PhD Thesis, 
University of London. 
Bell, C.P. 1996. Seasonality and time allocation as causes of leap-frog migration in the Yellow 
Wagtail Motacilla flava. Journal of Avian Biology 27: 334-342. 
Bell, C.P. 1997. The relationship between geographic variation in clutch size and migration pattern in 
the Yellow Wagtail. Bird Study 43(3): 333-341. 
Bell, C.P. 2007. Climate change and spring migration in the Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava: an 
Afrotropical perspective. Journal of Ornithology 148(Supplement 2): 495-499. 
Berggy, J. 2004. A Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava near Port Macdonnell in South Australia. South 
Australian Ornithologist 34(5): 178-179. 
Biebach, H. et al 1986. Interaction of bodymass, fat, foraging and stopover period in trans-Sahara 
migrating passerine birds. Oecologia 69(3): 370-379. 
Bonaccorsi, G. 2002. La Bergeronnette printanière à tête noire Motacilla flava feldegg en Corse. 
[Black-headed Wagtail in Corsica]. Alauda 70(1): 230-232. 
Boon, L.J.R. 1990. Balkankwikstaart bij Delfzijl in mei 1988 [Black-headed Wagtail near Delfzijl in 
May 1988]. Dutch Birding 12(1): 1-2. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1993. Letters (Red Grouse, wagtails, and the classification and English names of 
birds). British Birds 86(9): 437-438. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 32nd Report 
(October 2005). Ibis 148: 198-201. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2007. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 35th Report 
(April 2007). Ibis 149: 652-654. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2010. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 38th Report 
(October 2009). Ibis 152: 199-204. 
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Campbell, O. & Pedersen, T. 2011. Birding in the United Arab Emirates. Birding World 24(4): 160-
176 (175, plate 26). 
Carr, P. 2011. Important Bird Areas: The British Indian Ocean Territory. British Birds 104(11): 642-
659 (649). 
Chapman, A.H. 1988. Notes (Yellow Wagtail roosting in wheatfield). British Birds 81(1): 29-30. 
Collinson, M. 2000. Taxonomy (Lump sums). Birdwatch 101: 26-30. 
Combridge, P. 2007. Letters (Grey-and-white Yellow Wagtails in autumn). British Birds 100(3): 181-
183. 
Corso, A. 1997. Letters (Appearance of Black-headed Wagtails). Birding World 10(9): 352. 
Corso, A. 2001. Head pattern variation in Black-headed Wagtail. Birding World 14(4): 162-166. 
Davenport, L.J. 1985. Letters (Black-headed Yellow Wagtails in western Europe). British Birds 
78(10): 515. 
Dubois, P. 2001. Letters (Head pattern of Black-headed Wagtail). Birding World 14(9): 388. 
Dubois, P. 2007. Yellow, Blue-headed, ‘Channel’, and extra-limital Wagtails: from myth to reality. 
Birding World 20(3): 104-112. 
Dubois, P.J. & Roy, E. 2003. À propos des Bergeronnettes printanières (Motacilla flava) de la 
Cerdagne et du Capcir [The Yellow Wagtail in Cerdagne-Capcir, Pyrénées-Orientales]. Ornithos 
10(1): 28-29. 
Dubois, P.J. 2003. Bergeronnette centratlantique (Motacilla flava flava x iberiae) nicheuse en 
Auvergne [Breeding of 'Middlewest' Wagtail (Motacilla flava flava x iberiae) in Auvergne]. Ornithos 
10(1): 26-27. 
Fågel, P. 2007. Kuwait - A Birding Destination at the Southeastern Corner of the Western Palearctic. 
Alula 13(4): 166-173 (171, photo 15). 
Fisher, I. & Ahmed, R. 2009. Notes (Identification of Citrine and Yellow Wagtails - a possible 
identification pitfall). British Birds 102(1): 34-35. 
Fraser, M. 2003. ListCheck (Splits: Yellow Wagtail & Citrine Wagtail). Birdwatch 138: 12. 
Fry, C.H. et al 1972. Flight muscle hypertrophy and ecophysiological variation of Yellow wagtail 
Motacilla flava races at Lake Chad. Journal of Zoology 167(3): 293-306. 
Gantlett, S. 2001. A Checklist of the Bird Forms of Britain and Ireland. Birding World 14(1): 19-20. 
Gill, H.B. 1966. The Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava in Northern Queensland. Emu 66: 369-371. 
Gilroy, J.J. et al 2008. Could soil degradation contribute to farmland bird declines? Links between 
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Conservation 141(12): 3116-3126. 
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Gilroy, J.J. et al 2010. Mid-season shifts in the habitat associations of Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava 
breeding in arable farmland. Ibis 152(1): 90-104. 
Golley, M. & Byers, C. 1993. Masterguide (Yellow perils). Birdwatch 12: 44-48. 
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115-116. 
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Polak, M. 2004. Biometry of young White Wagtails (Motacilla alba) and Yellow Wagtails (Motacilla 
flava) caught in the Gulf of Gdañsk region during autumn migration. The Ring 26(2): 69-78. 
Robinson, J. 2002. Notes (Yellow Wagtail stealing food from House Martins). British Birds 95(8): 393. 
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail  
Motacilla tschutschensis [Gmelin 1789]. 
[M.t. tschutschensis] NE Siberia and N & W Alaska & extreme NW Canada. Winters mainly SE Asia E 
to Philippines & S to Indonesia. 
[M.t. macronyx] SE Transbaikalia E to Amurland and Ussuriland and S to NE Mongolia & C 
Manchuria. Winters SE Asia S to Malay peninsula & SE China. 
[M.t. taivana] SE Siberia, Amurland, Sakhalin & N Hokkaido (Japan). Winters Myanmar, S China & 
Taiwan S to Greater Sundas, Philippines & Wallacea. 
The proposed forms simillima & angarensis are included with M.t. tschutschensis. 
Other names: Beringian Yellow Wagtail (tschutschensis), Alaska Wagtail (tschutschensis), Chinese 
Yellow Wagtail (taivana), Green-headed Wagtail (taivana), Kuril Yellow Wagtail (taivana), Short-tailed 
Grey-headed Wagtail (simillima), Siberian Wagtail (simillima). 
 
Aymí, R. 1995. ‘Grey-and-white’ Yellow Wagtails in western Europe. Dutch Birding 17(1): 6-10. 
Berggy, J. 2004. A Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava near Port Macdonnell in South Australia. South 
Australian Ornithologist 34(5): 178-179. 
Combridge, P. 2007. Letters (Grey-and-white Yellow Wagtails in autumn). British Birds 100(3): 181-
183. 
Dernjatin, P. & Vattulainen, M. 2001. Beidaihe ja Happy Island - Memories from the years 1997-
2000. Alula 7(3): 94-108 (98). 
Eds. 2011. Reports (Mysteries of the east. Presumed Eastern Yellow Wagtail: Colyford Water 
Treatment Works, Devon, 4-16 December 2010). Birdwatch 224: 52-53. 
Gantlett, S. 2008. Birding Taiwan in winter. Birding World 21(7): 289-303 (302, plate 28). 
Gellert, M. & Laird, B. 1990. Eastern Yellow Wagtails. Birding World 3(8): 277-280. 
Haig, G. 2011. A putative ‘Eastern Yellow Wagtail’ in Devon. Birding World 23(12): 530-531. 
Lancastle, B. 1994. Eastern race Yellow Wagtail at Aust Sewage Farm. Avon Bird Report 1993 pp. 
115-116. 
Renner, H.M. & Caffery, B.J. 2006. Nesting biology of Eastern Yellow Wagtails at Cape Romanzof, 
Alaska. Journal of Field Ornithology 77(3): 250-258. 
Vinicombe, K. 2004. Identification (Eastern promise). Birdwatch 148: 42-43. 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Wiles, G.J. et al 2000. Noteworthy Bird Records for Micronesia, with a Summary of Raptor Sightings 
in the Mariana Islands, 1988-1999. Micronesica 32(2): 257-284 (279). 
 
Citrine Wagtail  
Motacilla citreola [Pallas 1776, Siberia]. 
[M.c. citreola] Finland & N Russia E to C Siberia, Transbaikalia, Mongolia & NW Manchuria and S to E 
Poland, Belarus & Ukraine and E to Russian Altai, N & E Kazakhstan & N & C China. Winters mainly 
Indian subcontinent & SE Asia. 
[M.c. calcarata] E Iran, Afghanistan and Tien Shan E to C Gansu & Sichuan (C China mountains) and 
S to N Himalayas. Winters S Afghanistan E to Myanmar. 
The proposed form werae is included with M.c. citreola.  
Other name: Black-backed Citrine Wagtail (calcarata). 
1st WP Record (M.c. calcarata): [1st summer ♂] Van, Eastern Anatolia, Turkey. Daniele Occhiato. 
Remained until the following day (Occhiato 2011). 
 
Ananian, V & Busuttil, S. 2002. The first breeding records of Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola and 
Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides in Armenia. Sandgrouse 24: 52-53. 
Ashby, V. & Annenkova, S. 2004. Birding Kazakhstan. Birding World 17(6): 242-253 (248). 
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Barthel, C. 1995. Rätselvogel 50: Zitronenstelze Motacilla citreola [Mystery Bird 50: Citrine Wagtail 
Motacilla citreola]. Limicola 9(6): 324-325. 
Barthel, P.H. & Schmidt, C. 1990. Hinweise zur Bestimmung der Zitronenstelze Motacilla citreola 
[Identification of Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola]. Limicola 4(4): 149-182. 
Breek, C.J. 1983. Citroenkwikstaart in Oostenrijk in april 1983 [Citrine Wagtail in Austria in April 
1983]. Dutch Birding 5(2-3): 76-78. 
Brown, A. & Gordon, P.R. 1985. Notes (Head pattern of immature Citrine Wagtail). British Birds 
78(4): 196. 
Burns, P.F. 1986. Note (Identification problems with immature Citrine Wagtail). British Birds 79(9): 
464-468. 
Carlotto, L. et al 1994. Considerazioni su una nuova osservazione di Cutrettola testagialla orientale, 
Motacilla citreola, in Italia [Details on a new observation of Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola in Italy]. 
Rivista Italia di Ornitologia 64(1): 28-32. 
de Bruin, A. & de Bruin, S. 1995. Citroenkwikstaart in Eemshaven in september 1994 [Citrine 
Wagtail at Eemshaven in September 1994]. Dutch Birding 17(2): 68-69.  
de Vries, P. 1995. Citroenkwikstaart te Wilp in mei 1993 [Citrine Wagtail near Wilp in May 1993]. 
Dutch Birding 17(2): 66-68. 
DeBenedictis, P. et al 1995. 1994 ABA Checklist Report (New Species Accepted - Citrine Wagtail). 
Birding XXVII(5): 367. 
Dierschke, V. & Stühmer, F. 1989. Zitronenstelze Motacilla citreola auf Helgoland [Citrine Wagtail 
Motacilla citreola on Heligoland]. Limicola 3(2): 70-71. 
Dixon, J. 1993. The Citrine Wagtail in Hampshire. Birding World 6(5): 181. 
Eds. 1991. Citroenkwikstaart te Harchies in april 1987 [Citrine Wagtail at Harchies in April 1987]. 
Dutch Birding 13(6): 209. 
Fisher, I. & Ahmed, R. 2009. Notes (Identification of Citrine and Yellow Wagtails - a possible 
identification pitfall). British Birds 102(1): 34-35. 
Fraser, M. 2003. ListCheck (Splits, Yellow Wagtail & Citrine Wagtail). Birdwatch 138: 12. 
Golley, M. & Byers, C. 1993. Masterguide (Yellow perils). Birdwatch 12: 44-48. 
Grace, K. & Lancaster, A.A.K. 1990. The Garinish Yellow Wagtail, and the separation of first-winter 
‘grey and white’ Yellow Wagtail from Citrine Wagtail. Irish Birding News 1(1): 12-15. 
Grant, P. 1989. Citrine Wagtail identification. Birding World 2(11): 393-395. 
Grant, P.J. 1988. Citrine Wagtail on Mallorca in April 1987. Dutch Birding 10(2): 90. 
Hampe, A. et al 1996. Erste Brut der Zitronenstelze Motacilla citreola in Deutschland [First breeding 
record of Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola in Germany]. Limicola 10(6): 311-316. 
Harmsen, H.H. & Schekkerman, H. 1988. Aberrant White Wagtail resembling Citrine Wagtail. Dutch 
Birding 10(2): 88-89. 
Heggland, H. 1993. Letters (Citrine Wagtail bill-patterns). Birding World 6(7): 295-296. 
Hirschfeld, E. 1990. Letters (Citrine Wagtail with black head markings). Birding World 3(7): 250-251. 
Inskipp, T. 1979. Recent west Palearctic records of Citrine Wagtail. British Birds 72: 44. 
Jännes, H. & Dernjatin, P. 2004. Tibet - a bird trip to the top of the world. Alula 10(4): 138-148 (145). 
Jannes, H. & Lammin-Soila, M. 1989. Nuorten sitruunavastarakkien Motacilla citreola errota minen 
‘harmaista’ keltavastarakeista Motacilla flava [The separation of first-autumn Citrine Wagtail Motacilla 
citreola and ‘grey and white’ Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava]. Lintumies 24: 108-113. 
Kelly, T.C. & Hutchinson C.D. 1983. Citrine Wagtails in Co. Cork - new to Ireland. Irish Birds 2(3): 
348-351. 
Lehto, H. 1990. Possible hybrid between Yellow and Citrine Wagtails in Finland in May 1990. Dutch 
Birding 12(5): 248. 
Madge, S. 2000. British Vagrants: Citrine Wagtail (A twist of lemon). Birdwatch 98: 28-31. 
Maranini, N. & Crupi, F. 1994. Quinta segnalazione italiana di Cutrettola testagialla orientale, 
Motacilla citreola [Fifth record of Citrine Wagtail for Italy]. Rivista Italia di Ornitologia 64(1): 82. 
Martins, R.P. et al 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (57). 
Meininger, P.L. 1988. Citrine Wagtail in Greece in April 1987. Dutch Birding 10(2): 89-90. 
Meininger, P.L. et al 1991. Citroenkwikstaart te Breskens in april 1991 [Citrine Wagtail at Breskens in 
April 1991]. Dutch Birding 13(5): 180-181. 
Millington, R. 1991. Spring Citrine and Yellow Wagtails. Birding World 4(6): 205-206. 
Moerbeek, D.J. et al 1984. Citroenkwikstaart te Castricum in augustus-september 1984 [Citrine 
Wagtail at Castricum in August-September 1984]. Dutch Birding 6(4): 123-130. 
Occhiato, D. 2011. Black-backed Citrine Wagtail in Turkey - new to the Western Palearctic. Birding 
World 24(6): 257-261. 



 

9  

Pavlova, A. et al 2003. Phylogeographic patterns in Motacilla flava and Motacilla citreola: species 
limits and population history. The Auk 120(3): 744-758. 
Riddington, R. & Reid, J. 1997. Classic Fair Isle: September 1997. Birding World 10(10): 387-389. 
Ściborska, M. 2004. Breeding biology of the Citrine Wagtail (Motacilla citreola) in the Gdańsk region 
(N Poland). Journal of Ornithology 145(1): 41-47. 
Shirihai, H. 1990. Possible hybrids between Yellow and Citrine Wagtail in Israel. Dutch Birding 12(1): 
18-19. 
Stipčević, M. et al 2000. First records of the Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola in Croatia. Natura 
Croatica 9(2): 93-105. 
Stoddart, A. 1990. Mystery photographs (Citrine Wagtail). British Birds 83(5): 204-206. 
Tostain, O. & Balança, G. 1990. Notes (Cross-billed Citrine Wagtail fishing). British Birds 83(4): 166.  
van der Spek, V. & Valkenburg, M. 2010. Birding in Kyrgyzstan. Dutch Birding 32(1): 10-20 (11, 
plate 7). 
van Swelm, N. 1980. Plumage characteristics in Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola. Dutch Birding 2(1): 
28-32. 
Verroken, L. & Verroken, D. 1988. Citroenkwikstaart te Harchies in april 1987 [Citrine Wagtail at 
Harchies in April 1987]. Dutch Birding 10(2): 78-80. 
Wassink, A. & Oreel, G.J. 2008. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data. Dutch Birding 30(2): 
93-100 (97). 
Wassink, A. 1995. Geslacht van Citroenkwikstaart in Eemshaven in september 1994 [Sex of Citrine 
Wagtail at Eemshaven in September 1994]. Dutch Birding 17(4): 160. 
Wassink, A. 2009. Birds of Kazakhstan: new and interesting data, part 2. Dutch Birding 31(2): 101-
110 (103). 
Wilk, T. et al 2009. The third record of breeding Citrine Wagtail (Motacilla citreola) in Slovakia. 
Tichodroma 21: 96-98. 
Williamson, K. Citrine Wagtails on Fair Isle, pp. 51-54. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 
1982. Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
Wilson, M.G. 1984. Range expansion of Citrine Wagtail. Dutch Birding 6(4): 143. 
Wooten, A. 2011. Reports (A pristine Citrine. Citrine Wagtail: East Runton, Norfolk, 24 April 2011). 
Birdwatch 228: 53. 
Yésou, P. 1992. Wagtails of Taimyr peninsula. Dutch Birding 14(2): 48-49. 
Young, S. 2011. Reports (Twin Citrines. Citrine Wagtails: Crosby Marina, Seaforth, Lancashire, 28-30 
August 2011). Birdwatch 232: 70. 
 
Cape Wagtail  
Motacilla capensis [Linnaeus 1766, Cape of Good Hope, South Africa]. 
[M.c. capensis] W & S Namibia, SE Botswana, Zimbabwe and W & S Mozambique S to S South 
Africa. 
[M.c. simplicissima] Angola E to SE DR Congo and S to NE Namibia, N Botswana & Zambia and 
Zambezi R (W Zimbabwe). 
[M.c. wellsi] E DR Congo E to SW Uganda & NW Tanzania and W & C Kenya. 
Other names: Angolan Wagtail (simplicissima), Wells’s Wagtail (wellsi). 
Thomas Wells (1868-1939), British civil servant who worked as an assistant at the British Museum for 
47 years.  
 
Leonard, P.M. 2001. Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis movements. Zambia Bird Report 1999 pp. 96-
97. 
Oatley, T.  2002. Cape Wagtail. Africa: Birds & Birding 7(2): 22-23. 
Piper, S.E. Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis, pp. 378-379. Found in: Harrison, J.A. et al 1997. The 
atlas of southern African birds. Passerines. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg. 
Skead, C.J. 1954. A study of the Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis. Ibis 96(1): 91-103. 
Winterbottom, J.M. 1964. Notes on the wagtails Motacilla of southern Africa. Ostrich 35(3): 129-141. 
        
Madagascar Wagtail  
Motacilla flaviventris [Hartlaub 1860, Bombetoke Bay, Madagascar].  
Madagascar. 
 
O’Daniel, D.L. 1997. Observations at a nest of the Madagascar Wagtail Motacilla flaviventris. Ostrich 
68(1): 19-22. 
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Grey Wagtail  
Motacilla cinerea [Tunstall 1771, no locality = Wycliffe, Yorkshire, England]. 
[M.c. cinerea] Scandinavia S thru Ireland, Britain & W Europe to the Mediterranean and the Atlas Mts 
(NW Africa) and Asia Minor & the Caucasus E thru Iran & Afghanistan to the Himalayas and NE to 
Tien Shan (W China) and the Urals E to Kamchatka and S to S Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi & Hebei (C & 
E China) and Japan S thru islands in the East China Sea to Taiwan. Winters W & S Europe and W, N 
& E Africa and Middle East, Arabia, Iraq, Iran & the Indian subcontinent E to S China, SE Asia, 
Philippines, Indonesia & W New Guinea.  
[M.c. patriciae] Furnas & São Miguel (Azores). 
[M.c. schmitzi] Madeira. 
The proposed forms canariensis, robusta & melanope are included with M.c. cinerea.   
 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 
National Geographic Society Field Guide. Birding XX(5): 290-303 (301-302). 
Buden, D.W. 1999. The birds of Sapwuahfik Atoll, with first record of the Grey Wagtail, Motacilla 
cinerea, from the Federated States of Micronesia. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 119: 261-
270. 
Carr, P. 2011. Important Bird Areas: The British Indian Ocean Territory. British Birds 104(11): 642-
659 (649). 
Gill, F.B. 1969. Additions to the birds known from the west Sumatran Islands. Ardea 57: 89-91. 
Goodall, A. 1982. Notes (Unusual nest-site of Grey Wagtail). British Birds 75(1): 34. 
Herremans, M. 1988. Postjuvenile moult, phenology and biometry of Grey Wagtails Motacilla cinerea 
migrating over central Belgium. Ringing & Migration 9(2): 103-116. 
Hope, M. 2008. Notes (Grey Wagtail catching minnows). British Birds 101(9): 498. 
Jørgensen, O.H. 1976. Migration and Aspects of Population Dynamics in the Grey Wagtail Motacilla 
cinerea. Ornis Scandinavica 7(1): 13-20. 
Klemp, S. 2003. Altitudinal dispersal within the breeding season in the Grey Wagtail Motacilla 
cinerea. Ibis 145(3): 509-511. 
Lees, A.C. 2005. Macaronesian endemic birds: their taxonomy, status and conservation. Alula 11(1): 
12-24 (17). 
Martins, R.P. et al 1996. The status of passerines in southern Yemen and records of the OSME 
survey in spring 1993. Sandgrouse 17: 54-72 (57). 
Meakin, K. et al 2005. Monitoring birds, reptiles and butterflies in the St Katherine Protectorate, 
Egypt. Egyptian Journal of Biology 7: 66-95 (76). 
Morris, P.I. 1992. Notes (Grey Wagtail dividing clutch between two nests). British Birds 85(6): 313. 
Nicoll, M. 1979. Grey Wagtail breeding biology. Tay Ringing Group Report 1978–79 pp. 40-44. 
Ormerod, S.J. & Tyler, S.T. 1987. Aspects of the breeding ecology of Welsh Grey Wagtails Motacilla 
cinerea. Bird Study 34(1): 43-51. 
Paterson, A.M. 1994. Notes (Unusual plumage of male Grey Wagtail). British Birds 87(1): 41-42. 
Rodríguez, B. & Rodríguez, A. 2007. Breeding biology of Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea canariensis 
on Tenerife, Canary Islands. Acta Ornithologica 42(2): 195-199.  
Simmonds, M.D. 1991. Notes (Grey Wagtail repeatedly flying at car mirror). British Birds 84(3): 108-
109. 
Smiddy, P. & O’Halloran, J. 1998. Breeding biology of the Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea in 
southwest Ireland. Bird Study 45: 331-336. 
Tyler, S.J. & Ormerod, S.J. 1991. Factors influencing the biometrics of Grey Wagtails Motacilla 
cinerea and Kingfishers Alcedo atthis in Wales. Ringing & Migration 12(2): 92-102. 
Tyler, S.J. & Ormerod, S.J. 1991. The influence of stream acidification and riparian land-use on the 
breeding biology of Grey Wagtails Motacilla cinerea in Wales. Ibis 133(3): 286-292.  
Tyler, S.J. 1972. Breeding biology of Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea. Bird Study 19: 69-80. 
Tyler, S.J. 1979. Mortality and movements of Grey Wagtails. Ringing & Migration 2: 122-131. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2006. Masters of Mystery – Solutions of sixth round 2005 
(Grey Wagtail). Dutch Birding 28(1): 33-34. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1992. Notes (Mirror-fighting by Grey Wagtail in winter). British Birds 85(12): 670-
672. 
White, C.M.N. 1977. Migration of Palaearctic passerine birds in Wallacea. Emu 77: 37-39. 
Wiles, G.J. et al 2004. New and Noteworthy Bird Records for Micronesia, 1986–2003. Micronesica 
37(1): 69-96.  
Yoerg, S.I. & O’Halloran, J. 1991. Dipper Nestlings Fed by a Gray Wagtail. The Auk 108: 427-440. 
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Mountain Wagtail  
Motacilla clara [Sharpe 1908, Simien Mountains, north Ethiopia]. 
[M.c. clara] Highlands of Ethiopia. 
[M.c. chapini] SW Mali, S Sierra Leone, Liberia & W Ivory Coast and SE Nigeria & Cameroon S to 
Gabon and E to Central African Republic & N & S PR Congo and Bioko Island (Fernando Póo). 
[M.c. torrentium] E Uganda & C & S Kenya and E & S DR Congo, Rwanda & NW & N Tanzania S to 
C & SW Angola, Zambia, N Zimbabwe & W Mozambique and mountains of E South Africa & 
Swaziland. 
Other name: Long-tailed Wagtail. 
 
Brina, G. & Lovett, R. 2001. First documented record of Long-tailed (Mountain) Wagtail Motacilla 
clara in Botswana. Babbler 39: 49. 
Piper, S.E. & Schultz, D.M. 1988. Monitoring territory, survival and breeding in the Longtailed 
Wagtail. Safring News 17(2): 65-76. 
Piper, S.E. & Schultz, D.M. 1989. Type, dimensionality and size of Longtailed Wagtail territories. 
Ostrich 14(Supplement): 123-131. 
Piper, S.E. 1980. A ringing study of Long-tailed Wagtails in the Palmiet Nature Reserve. Safring 
News 9: 10-13. 
Piper, S.E. 1989. Breeding biology of the Longtailed Wagtail Motacilla clara. Ostrich 14(Supplement 
1): 7-15. 
Piper, S.E. 1994. Estimates of minimum survival rates for territorial, adult Longtailed Wagtails 
Motacilla clara. Journal für Ornithologie 135(3): 500. 
Piper, S.E. 2001. Elucidating population structure in the Longtailed Wagtail Motacilla clara: the use of 
the space-time diagram. Ardea 89(1): 113-122. 
Piper, S.E. 2002. Survival of adult, territorial Longtailed Wagtails Motacilla clara: the effects of 
environmental factors and individual covariates. Journal of Applied Statistics 29(1-4): 107-124. 
Piper, S.E. Longtailed Wagtail Motacilla clara, pp. 376-377. Found in: Harrison, J.A. et al 1997. The 
atlas of southern African birds. Passerines. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg. 
Winterbottom, J.M. 1964. Notes on the wagtails Motacilla of southern Africa. Ostrich 35(3): 129-141. 
 
White Wagtail  
Motacilla alba [Linnaeus 1758, Sweden] 
[M.a. alba] Extreme SE Greenland, Iceland, Faroe Islands, Shetland, S Novaya Zemlya and Europe 
(except Ireland & Britain) E to the Urals. Winters, some populations S to S Europe and Africa as far S 
as Kenya & Malawi. 
[M.a. yarrellii] Ireland, Britain & locally along adjacent coasts of continental Europe. Winters mainly 
SW France, Iberian peninsula & coastal Morocco.  
[M.a. subpersonata] Morocco. 
[M.a. baicalensis] Upper R Yenisey E to Stanovoy Mts (SC Siberia) and S to Mongolia & NE China. 
Winters N India E to SE China & C Indochina. 
[M.a. ocularis] N & NE Siberia E from Taymyr peninsula & R Yenisey S to Lensk region, Stanovoy Mts 
& N Kamchatka and extreme W Alaska. Winters S Asia E from NE Indian subcontinent. 
[M.a. lugens] S coasts of Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin Island, C Kamchatka & Commander Islands S to 
N Korea & Japan. Winters Myanmar E to SE China, Taiwan & S Japan. 
[M.a. leucopsis] Qinghai E to Heilongjiang & W Zhejiang and S to N Guangxi & N Guangdong (C & E 
China), Amurland & Ussuriland (Far East Russia), Korea and SW Honshu & N Kyushu (Japan). 
Winters S Asia E from N India. 
[M.a. alboides] Himalayas E from NE Pakistan thru S Xizang, S & SE Qinghai E to S Shaanxi and S 
to Yunnan & Guizhou (S China), N Myanmar, extreme N Laos & extreme N Vietnam. Winters at lower 
altitudes and S to Bangladesh & N Thailand. 
[M.a. personata] Transcaspia & N Iran E to S Russia, W Mongolia, extreme NW & W Xinjiang (NW 
China) and S to N Afghanistan, N Pakistan & Kashmir. Winters Iran & E Arabia E to Indian 
subcontinent. 
The proposed forms dukhunensis & persica are included with M.a. alba.  
Other names: Pied Wagtail (yarrellii), Moroccan Wagtail (subpersonata), Masked Wagtail (personata), 
Black-backed Wagtail (lugens), Amur Wagtail (leucopsis), Hodgson’s Wagtail (alboides), Swinhoe’s 
Wagtail (ocularis), Indian Pied Wagtail (dukhunensis), West Siberian White Wagtail (dukhunensis), 
East Siberian Wagtail (ocularis).  
William Yarrell (1784-1856), English naturalist. 
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Brian Houghton Hodgson FRC (1800-1894), English civil servant who made a significant contribution 
to Indian ornithology. 
Robert Swinhoe (1836-1877), Anglo-Indian diplomat and naturalist. 
1st WP Record (M.a. leucopsis): [adult ♂] 5 April 2005. Vane Tempest Colliery, Seaham, Durham, 
England. Stephen Addinall (Addinall 2005 & 2010). 
 
Ackermann, A.M. & Cable, T.T. 2010. Notes (White Wagtail brandishing stick in winter territorial 
dispute). British Birds 103(12): 733-734. 
Addinall, S. 2005. The Amur Wagtail in County Durham - a new Western Palearctic bird. Birding 
World 18(4): 155-158. 
Addinall, S.G. 2010. ‘Amur Wagtail’ in County Durham: new to Britain and the Western Palearctic. 
British Birds 103(5): 260-267. 
Adriaens, P. et al 2010. White Wagtail and Pied Wagtail: a new look. Dutch Birding 32(4): 229-250. 
Alström, P. & Mild, K. 2004. ‘Biological’, ‘phylogenetic’ and ‘monophyletic’ species - same or 
different? Alula 10(3): 96-103. 
Balch, L. 1988. Curling Up With a Good (Bird) Book - Update on 53 'Aleutian' Species Covered in the 
National Geographic Society Field Guide. Birding XX(5): 290-303 (301). 
Bamber, T.B. 1987. Notes (Adult Pied Wagtail being fed in flight by House Martins). British Birds 
80(3): 116. 
Bearden, K.L. et al 2004. First Record of White Wagtail in North Carolina. The Chat 68(2): 78-82. 
Behrens, K. 1988. White Wagtail in South Carolina: First record on US eastern seabird. The Chat 62: 
149-152. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1993. Letters (Red Grouse, wagtails, and the classification and English names of 
birds). British Birds 86(9): 437-438. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2010. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 38th Report 
(October 2009). Ibis 152: 199-204. 
Broom, D.M. et al 1976. Pied Wagtail roosting and feeding behaviour. Bird Study 23: 267-278. 
Burger, A.E. et al 1996. Vagrant Black-backed Wagtail at Triangle Island: the second record for 
British Columbia. Birders Journal 5(6): 303-304. 
Carter, M. et al 1995. White Wagtails Motacilla alba in Victoria. Australian Bird Watcher 16: 21-33. 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Autumn bird migration on Hegura-jima, Japan. Birding World 23(8): 355-
364 (360, plate 10). 
Cooper, D. & Kay, B. 2010. Hegura-Jima - the Fair Isle of Japan. Birding World 22(12): 506-522 
(508, plate 6). 
Cope, D.A. 1985. Notes (Hovering as feeding strategy of Pied Wagtail). British Birds 78(2): 111. 
Cottaar, F. 1995. Voorjaarstrek en ringvangsten van Rouwkwikstaarten in Kennemerduinen [Spring 
migration and trapping of Pied Wagtails in Kennemerduinen]. Dutch Birding 17(4): 154-157. 
Cotton, D.C.F. & Lovatt, J.K. 1985. The Pied Wagtail roost in O’Connell Street, Dublin. Irish Birds 
3(1): 48-52. 
Davies, N.B. & Houston, A.I. 1981. Owners and satellites: The economics of territory defence in the 
Pied Wagtail, Motacilla alba. Journal of Animal Ecology 50: 157-180. 
Davies, N.B. 1976. Food, flocking and territorial behaviour of the Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii 
in winter. Journal of Animal Ecology 45: 235-253. 
Davies, N.B. 1982. Territorial behaviour of Pied Wagtails in winter. British Birds 75(6): 261-267. 
DeBenedictis, P. 1992. ABA Checklist Report, 1991. Change in Status Black-backed Wagtail. Birding 
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