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Introduction

| have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when

you find more | would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2012 to: josephobbs@gmail.com.
Grateful thanks to Alyn Walsh and Tom Shevlin (www.wildlifesnaps.com) for the cover images. All
images © the photographers.

Joe Hobbs

Index

The general order of species follows the International Ornithologists' Union World Bird List (Gill, F. &
Donsker, D. (eds.) 2011. IOC World Bird Names. Available from: http://www.worldbirdnames.org/
[version 3.0d_ssp accessed December 2011]).
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Forest Wagtail

Dendronanthus indicus [J.F. Gmelin 1789, India].

S Ussuriland (Russian Far East) S to SW Sichuan, N Guizhou & N Fujian (SE China) and SW Honshu
& NW Kyushu (Japan) and fragmented in the Cachar Hills (Assam, NE India). Winters S to Sumatra,

Java, Borneo & Philippines.

1st WP Record: 10 October 2006. Al-Abraq Al-Khabari, Kuwait. Mike Pope and Brian Foster (Pope et
al 2006).

Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other
species. Forktail 17: 67-73.
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(plate 212).

Neufeldt, I. 1961. The breeding biology of the Forest Wagtail, Motacilla indica Gmelin. Journal of the
Bombay Natural History Society 58(3): 559-588.

Pfister, O. 1999. Unknown Ladakh. World Birdwatch 21(4): 13-17 (16).

Pope, M. et al 2006. The Forest Wagtail in Kuwait - a new Western Palearctic bird. Birding World
19(11): 482-483.

Yellow Wagtail

Motacilla flava [Linnaeus 1758, southern Sweden]

[M.f. flava] S Scandinavia W to France and C European mountain ranges E to the Urals. Winters sub-
Saharan Africa.

[M.1. flavissima] Ireland (intermittently), Britain & adjacent coastal Europe. Winters Africa.

[M.f. thunbergi] C & N Scandinavia & N Estonia E thru Siberia to the R Kolyma. Winters mainly sub-
Saharan Africa, possibly NE Africa and across S & SE Asia.

[M.f. iberiae] Iberia, SW France and NW Africa S to islands of Banc d’Arguin (Mauritania). Winters W
& NC Africa.

[M.f. cinereocapilla] Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, SW Slovenia & NW Croatia. Winters along Mediterranean
coast and Mali E to Lake Chad.

[M.f. pygmaea] Nile valley & NW Sinai (Egypt).

[M.f. feldegg] Bulgaria, S Romania, S Slovenia, W Croatia, Bosnia, S Serbia, Albania, Macedonia,
Greece & Crete NE to S Ukraine and E to Turkey, E Mediterranean, Iraq, W Caspian, Iran,



Afghanistan & S Kazakhstan E to L Balkhash, Lake Alakol and adjacent N Xinjiang (China). Winters
mainly Nigeria E to Sudan and S to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi & N DR Congo.

[M.f. lutea] SW Russia between lower R Volga and R Irtysh and N Kazakhstan E to L Chany & L
Zaysan. Winters Africa & Indian subcontinent.

[M.f. beema] Upper R Volga E to SW Siberia and S to N Kazakhstan & Altai Mts and Ladakh &
possibly also N Kashmir (W Himalayas). Winters mainly Indian subcontinent also Arabia & E Africa.
[M.f. leucocephala] NW Mongolia, N Xinjiang (extreme NW China) and adjacent parts of far eastern
Russia. Winters mostly in India probably.

[M.f. plexa] R Khatanga E to R Kolyma (N Siberia). Winters India & SE Asia.

The form plexa should possibly be included with M.f. thunbergi or as a form of Eastern Yellow
Wagtail.

The proposed form melanogrisea is included with M.f. feldegg.

Other names: Western Yellow Wagtail, Blue-headed Wagtail (flava), Yellow-crowned Wagtail
(flavissima), Dark-headed Wagtail (thunbergi), Grey-headed Wagtail (thunbergi), Spanish Wagtail
(iberiae), Iberian Yellow Wagtail (iberiae), Ashy-headed Wagtail (cinereocapilla), Egyptian Yellow
Wagtail (pygmaea), Black-headed Wagtail (feldegg), Yellow-headed Wagtail (lutea), Sykes's Wagtail
(beema), Turkestan Black-headed Wagtail (melanogrisea), White-headed Wagtail (leucocephala),
North Siberian Yellow Wagtail (plexa), Channel Wagtail (flava x flavissima), Middlewest Wagtail (flava
X iberiae).

Carl Peter Thunberg (1743-1828), Swedish doctor, botanist and traveller.

Baron Christoph Feldegg (1780-1845), Austrian army officer and naturalist.

Col. William Henry Sykes (1790-1872), Indian army and naturalist. A director of the East India
Company and MP for Aberdeen in later life. He gave the name Budytes beema to M.f. beema after
the Bhima River in SW India where he first encountered this race.
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail

Motacilla tschutschensis [Gmelin 1789].

[M.t. tschutschensis] NE Siberia and N & W Alaska & extreme NW Canada. Winters mainly SE Asia E
to Philippines & S to Indonesia.

[M.t. macronyx] SE Transbaikalia E to Amurland and Ussuriland and S to NE Mongolia & C
Manchuria. Winters SE Asia S to Malay peninsula & SE China.

[M.t. taivana] SE Siberia, Amurland, Sakhalin & N Hokkaido (Japan). Winters Myanmar, S China &
Taiwan S to Greater Sundas, Philippines & Wallacea.

The proposed forms simillima & angarensis are included with M.t. tschutschensis.

Other names: Beringian Yellow Wagtail (tschutschensis), Alaska Wagtail (tschutschensis), Chinese
Yellow Wagtail (taivana), Green-headed Wagtail (taivana), Kuril Yellow Wagtail (taivana), Short-tailed
Grey-headed Wagtail (simillima), Siberian Wagtail (simillima).
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Citrine Wagtail

Motacilla citreola [Pallas 1776, Siberia].
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[M.c. calcarata] E Iran, Afghanistan and Tien Shan E to C Gansu & Sichuan (C China mountains) and
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Cape Wagtail

Motacilla capensis [Linnaeus 1766, Cape of Good Hope, South Africal.

[M.c. capensis] W & S Namibia, SE Botswana, Zimbabwe and W & S Mozambique S to S South
Africa.

[M.c. simplicissima] Angola E to SE DR Congo and S to NE Namibia, N Botswana & Zambia and
Zambezi R (W Zimbabwe).

[M.c. wellsi] E DR Congo E to SW Uganda & NW Tanzania and W & C Kenya.

Other names: Angolan Wagtail (simplicissima), Wells's Wagtail (wellsi).

Thomas Wells (1868-1939), British civil servant who worked as an assistant at the British Museum for
47 years.
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97.

Oatley, T. 2002. Cape Wagtail. Africa: Birds & Birding 7(2): 22-23.

Piper, S.E. Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis, pp. 378-379. Found in: Harrison, J.A. et al 1997. The
atlas of southern African birds. Passerines. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg.

Skead, C.J. 1954. A study of the Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis. Ibis 96(1): 91-103.
Winterbottom, J.M. 1964. Notes on the wagtails Motacilla of southern Africa. Ostrich 35(3): 129-141.

Madagascar Wagtail
Motacilla flaviventris [Hartlaub 1860, Bombetoke Bay, Madagascar].
Madagascar.
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Grey Wagtail

Motacilla cinerea [Tunstall 1771, no locality = Wycliffe, Yorkshire, England].

[M.c. cinerea] Scandinavia S thru Ireland, Britain & W Europe to the Mediterranean and the Atlas Mts
(NW Africa) and Asia Minor & the Caucasus E thru Iran & Afghanistan to the Himalayas and NE to
Tien Shan (W China) and the Urals E to Kamchatka and S to S Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi & Hebei (C &
E China) and Japan S thru islands in the East China Sea to Taiwan. Winters W & S Europe and W, N
& E Africa and Middle East, Arabia, Iraq, Iran & the Indian subcontinent E to S China, SE Asia,
Philippines, Indonesia & W New Guinea.

[M.c. patriciae] Furnas & Sao Miguel (Azores).

[M.c. schmitzi] Madeira.

The proposed forms canariensis, robusta & melanope are included with M.c. cinerea.
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Mountain Wagtail

Motacilla clara [Sharpe 1908, Simien Mountains, north Ethiopia].

[M.c. clara] Highlands of Ethiopia.

[M.c. chapini] SW Mali, S Sierra Leone, Liberia & W Ivory Coast and SE Nigeria & Cameroon S to
Gabon and E to Central African Republic & N & S PR Congo and Bioko Island (Fernando P6o).
[M.c. torrentium] E Uganda & C & S Kenya and E & S DR Congo, Rwanda & NW & N Tanzania S to
C & SW Angola, Zambia, N Zimbabwe & W Mozambique and mountains of E South Africa &
Swaziland.

Other name: Long-tailed Wagtail.

Brina, G. & Lovett, R. 2001. First documented record of Long-tailed (Mountain) Wagtail Motacilla
clara in Botswana. Babbler 39: 49.

Piper, S.E. & Schultz, D.M. 1988. Monitoring territory, survival and breeding in the Longtailed
Wagtail. Safring News 17(2): 65-76.

Piper, S.E. & Schultz, D.M. 1989. Type, dimensionality and size of Longtailed Wagtail territories.
Ostrich 14(Supplement): 123-131.
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News 9: 10-13.
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1): 7-15.

Piper, S.E. 1994. Estimates of minimum survival rates for territorial, adult Longtailed Wagtails
Motacilla clara. Journal fir Ornithologie 135(3): 500.

Piper, S.E. 2001. Elucidating population structure in the Longtailed Wagtail Motacilla clara: the use of
the space-time diagram. Ardea 89(1): 113-122.

Piper, S.E. 2002. Survival of adult, territorial Longtailed Wagtails Motacilla clara: the effects of
environmental factors and individual covariates. Journal of Applied Statistics 29(1-4): 107-124.
Piper, S.E. Longtailed Wagtail Motacilla clara, pp. 376-377. Found in: Harrison, J.A. et al 1997. The
atlas of southern African birds. Passerines. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg.

Winterbottom, J.M. 1964. Notes on the wagtails Motacilla of southern Africa. Ostrich 35(3): 129-141.

White Wagtail

Motacilla alba [Linnaeus 1758, Sweden]

[M.a. alba] Extreme SE Greenland, Iceland, Faroe Islands, Shetland, S Novaya Zemlya and Europe
(except Ireland & Britain) E to the Urals. Winters, some populations S to S Europe and Africa as far S
as Kenya & Malawi.

[M.a. yarrellii] Ireland, Britain & locally along adjacent coasts of continental Europe. Winters mainly
SW France, Iberian peninsula & coastal Morocco.

[M.a. subpersonata] Morocco.

[M.a. baicalensis] Upper R Yenisey E to Stanovoy Mts (SC Siberia) and S to Mongolia & NE China.
Winters N India E to SE China & C Indochina.

[M.a. ocularis] N & NE Siberia E from Taymyr peninsula & R Yenisey S to Lensk region, Stanovoy Mts
& N Kamchatka and extreme W Alaska. Winters S Asia E from NE Indian subcontinent.

[M.a. lugens] S coasts of Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin Island, C Kamchatka & Commander Islands S to
N Korea & Japan. Winters Myanmar E to SE China, Taiwan & S Japan.

[M.a. leucopsis] Qinghai E to Heilongjiang & W Zhejiang and S to N Guangxi & N Guangdong (C & E
China), Amurland & Ussuriland (Far East Russia), Korea and SW Honshu & N Kyushu (Japan).
Winters S Asia E from N India.

[M.a. alboides] Himalayas E from NE Pakistan thru S Xizang, S & SE Qinghai E to S Shaanxi and S
to Yunnan & Guizhou (S China), N Myanmar, extreme N Laos & extreme N Vietnam. Winters at lower
altitudes and S to Bangladesh & N Thailand.

[M.a. personata] Transcaspia & N Iran E to S Russia, W Mongolia, extreme NW & W Xinjiang (NW
China) and S to N Afghanistan, N Pakistan & Kashmir. Winters Iran & E Arabia E to Indian
subcontinent.

The proposed forms dukhunensis & persica are included with M.a. alba.

Other names: Pied Wagtail (yarrellii), Moroccan Wagtail (subpersonata), Masked Wagtail (personata),
Black-backed Wagtail (lugens), Amur Wagtail (leucopsis), Hodgson’s Wagtail (alboides), Swinhoe’s
Wagtail (ocularis), Indian Pied Wagtail (dukhunensis), West Siberian White Wagtail (dukhunensis),
East Siberian Wagtail (ocularis).

William Yarrell (1784-1856), English naturalist.
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Brian Houghton Hodgson FRC (1800-1894), English civil servant who made a significant contribution
to Indian ornithology.

Robert Swinhoe (1836-1877), Anglo-Indian diplomat and naturalist.

1st WP Record (M.a. leucopsis): [adult 4] 5 April 2005. Vane Tempest Colliery, Seaham, Durham,
England. Stephen Addinall (Addinall 2005 & 2010).
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