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Introduction 
I have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when 
you find more I would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2011 & 2012 to: 
josephobbs@gmail.com.  
Grateful thanks to Andy Paterson (http://www.birding-the-costa.blogspot.com/) and Dermot Breen for 
the cover images. All images © the photographers. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithological Congress’ World Bird List.  
    
Version  
Version 1.0 (1 October 2011). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Common Tern. Porto Moniz, Madeira. 15 May 2010. Andy Paterson.  
Vignette: Royal Tern. Tanji Beach, The Gambia. 14 January 2011. Dermot Breen. 
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Brown Noddy 
Anous stolidus [Linnaeus 1758, Jamaica, West Indies]. 
[A.s. stolidus] Bahamas, Florida & Dry Tortugas (USA) and West Indies W to islands off Yucatan (E 
Mexico) and S & E to Alacran Reef & Isla San Andres (Belize), Octavia Rocks & Gorgona Island 
(Colombia), Las Aves to Margarita (Venezuela), Trinidad & Tobago, Guiana & NE Bahia (Brazil) and 
Trindade, Ascension Island, St. Helena, Tristan da Cunha, Inaccessible Island & Gough Islands (S 
Atlantic) and the Gulf of Guinea from Guinea E to Cameroon.  
[A.s.pileatus] S. Red Sea & the Gulf of Aden S to islands off Sudan, Somalia & Kenya and 
Madagascar, Comores, Mascarene Islands, Seychelles, Aldabra Atoll, Laccadive Islands (Indian 
Ocean) and Nias & Belitung (off Sumatra) to Ryukyu Islands & Bonin Islands (Japan region) and 
Houtman Abrolhos Group, Bedout & Lacepede Island (Western Australia), Ashmore Reefs (Timor 
Sea), Bramble Cay (Torres Strait) S to offshore cays off Cairns (Queensland), Lady Elliot Island, 
Musgrave Island & Michaelmas Cay (Great Barrier Reef islands), islands in the Coral Sea and Lord 
Howe Island & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea) and Fiji, Eua & Kalau Island (Tonga) and S Polynesia E 
to Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island region) & Easter Island and Kure E to Moku Manu and Manana 
(Hawaii). It is also possible this is the form occurring on the Desventurada Islands (E Pacific off Chile).  
[A.s.galapagensis] Galapágos Islands. 
[A.s.ridgwayi] Revillagigedo Archipelago, Socorro Island, Tres Marias Island & Isabella Island (all off 
W Mexico) S to Costa Rica & Cocos Island. 
Non-breeding: Not fully established; disperses to sea. 
Other names: Common Noddy, Noddy Tern. 
1st WP Record: Early October 1912. Wadden Sea, (near) Husum, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. 
Killed (BWP 4). 
 
Beaman, M. 1990. Identification of Black Noddy and validity of December 1984 record in Mauritania. 
Dutch Birding 12(5): 245-248. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Debatable British and Irish seabirds. Birding World 5(10): 382-390 (389). 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Gill, B.J. & Driessen, J. 1993. Common Noddy Anous stolidus at Muriwai Beach. Notornis 40(1): 43-
44. 
Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
Gill, B.J. 1996. Notes on certain Cook Islands birds. Notornis 43(3): 154-158. 
Olsen, K.M. 1989. Head pattern of Brown Noddy. Dutch Birding 11(3): 126-127. 
Ryan, P. 2008. Important Bird Areas: Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. British Birds 101(11): 586-
606. 
VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 
Wilson, J.W. et al 2010. Breeding biology of Brown Noddies Anous stolidus at their southern-most 
breeding site, Gough Island, in comparison to other sites. Ardea 98(2): 242-246. 
 
Lesser Noddy 
Anous tenuirostris [Temminck 1823, Senegal; error = Seychelles]. 
[A.t. tenuirostris] Seychelles & Mascarene Islands. Probably the Maldives and possibly Somalia. Non-
breeding: N to Arabia and S off E Africa to Madagascar. 
[A.t. melanops] Pelsart Island & Wooded Island (Houtman Abrohos Group, W Australia). Non-
breeding: Largely sedentary although storm driven as far S as Freemantle on occasion. 
 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other 
species. Forktail 17: 67-73. 
Fouquet, M. et al 1997. New for the UAE: River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis, Kittlitz's Plover 
Charadrius pecuarius and Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris. Emirates Bird Report 19: 120-122. 
Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
 
Black Noddy 
Anous minutus [Boie 1844, Raine Island, Australia]. 
[A.m. minutes] New Guinea and Capricorn & Bunker group of islands (S Great Barrier Reef) and 
probably Quoin Island (Great Barrier Reef), Darnley Island (E Torres Strait), islands in the Coral Sea, 
Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea), Fiji & Kalau (Tonga) to the Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia). 
[A.m. worcesteri] Cavilli Island & Tubbataha Reef (Sulu Sea, SW Philippines), Belitung (off Sumatra) 
& Borneo. 
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[A.m. marcusi] Philippines, Palau and Marcus Island & Wake Island (NW Pacific) thru Micronesia to 
the Caroline Islands (W Pacific). 
[A.m. melanogenys] Hawaiian Islands. 
[A.m. diamesus] Clipperton Island & Cocos Island (Costa Rica region, E Pacific). 
[A.m. americanus] The coasts of the Caribbean including islands off Central America & Venezuela. 
More recently discovered in the Lesser Antilles.  
[A.m. atlanticus] St. Peter and St. Paul's Rocks, Fernando de Naronha, Ascension Island, St. Helena 
(S Atlantic) and Gulf of Guines. Formally Inaccessible Island.  
Non-breeding: Not fully established; some forms larely sedentary while others disperse pelagically. 
Other name: White-capped Noddy. 
 
Beaman, M. 1990. Identification of Black Noddy and validity of December 1984 record in Mauritania. 
Dutch Birding 12(5): 245-248. 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Girão, W. et al 2008. Registros documentados de cinco novos trinta-réis (Charadriiformes: Sternidae) 
no estado do Ceará, nordeste do Brasil [Documented records of five terns (Charadriiformes: 
Sternidae) new for the State of Ceará, north-east Brazil]. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia 16(3): 252-
255. 
Hazevoet, C.J. 1985. Black Noddy in Mauritania in December 1984. Dutch Birding 7(1): 25-26. 
Hill, G. & Rosier, J. 1989. Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, White-capped Noddies and tourist 
development on Heron Island, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. Journal of Environmental 
Management 29: 107-114. 
Morin, M. 1985. First Record of Black Noddy Nesting at Kure Atoll. Journal of Field Ornithology 56(1): 
66-68. 
Ogden, J. 1979. Estimates of the population sizes of the Black Noddy and Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
at Heron Island in 1978. Sunbird 10: 33-39. 
Oreel, G.J. 1980. On field identification of White-capped Noddy. Dutch Birding 2(4): 140. 
VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 
Wiles, G.J. et al 1993. Recent bird records for the southern Mariana Islands, with notes on a colony 
of Black Noddies on Cocos Island, Guam. Micronesica 26: 199-215. 
 
Blue Noddy 
Procelsterna cerulea [F.D. Bennett 1840, Christmas Island (Kiritimati), Pacific Ocean]. 
[P.c. cerulean] Kiritimati (North Line Islands, Kiribati, C Pacific) & Marquesas Islands (N French 
Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[P.c. saxatili] Marcus Island (NW Pacific), Taongi & Bikar (Marshall Islands, NC Pacific) E to Gardner 
Pinnacles, French Frigate Shoals, Necker, Nihoa, Kaula Rock (off Niihua) & Kaula (all NW Hawaiian 
Islands). 
[P.c. nebouxi] Tuvalu (SW Pacific) E to Phoenix Islands (Kiribati) and S to Fiji & Western Samoa. 
[P.c. teretirostris] Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia) and probably the Cook Islands, Austral 
Islands & Society Islands (French Polynesia, SC Pacific). 
[P.c. murphyi] Gambier Islands (Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia). 
Non-breeding: Largely sedentary with some dispersing to E Australia. 
Other name: Blue Ternlet, Blue-grey Ternlet, Blue-grey Noddy. 
 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444 (438, plate 
251). 
Rauzon, M.J. et al 1984. Breeding Biology of the Blue-gray Noddy. Journal of Field Ornithology. 
55(3): 309-321. 
 
Grey Noddy 
Procelsterna albivitta [Bonaparte 1856, Lord Howe Island]. 
[P.a. albivitta] Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea, Australia region), Kermadec Islands 
(SW Pacific) & Tonga. 
[P.a. skottsbergii] Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific) and Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island 
region) & Easter Island. 
[P.a. imitatrix] San Ambrosio & San Félix (Desventurada Islands, Chile). 
Non-breeding: Largely sedentary, occasionally reaching New Zealand. 
Other name: Grey Ternlet. 
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Latham, P.C.M. 2003. An update on the grey ternlet (Procelsterna cerulea albivitta) in the Bay of 
Plenty. Notornis 50(2): 118-121. 
 
White Tern 
Gygis alba [Sparrman 1786, Ascension Island]. 
[G.a.alba] Fernando de Noronha, Trindade, Martin Vas Rocks, Ascension Island & St. Helena (S. 
Atlantic) and Clipperton Islands (off W Mexico) & Cocos Island (off Costa Rica) and Galapágos 
Islands S to Malpelo Island (off Colombia), Sala-y-Gomez (Easter Island region) & Easter Island and 
Ne Bahia (E Brazil) and Laysan Island & Kure E to Kaula (W. Hawaiian Islands) and Honolulu and 
Paracel Islands (South China Sea) E to Wuvulu, Ninigo & Tench Island (Bismarck Archipelago) and 
Line Islands & Phoenix Islands (C Pacific), Caroline Islands (W Pacific), Kermadec Islands (SW 
Pacific), Marshall Islands (NC Pacific) & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea, Australia region). 
[G.a. candida] Madagascar, Mascarene Islands, Comoros Islands, Seychelles & Chagos Islands 
(Indian Ocean) E to Tonga, Western Samoa & Society Islands (SC Pacific). It is also possible this is 
the form occurring on Hatutu (Marquesas Islands, N French Polynesia, C Pacific). 
[G.a. microrhyncha] Eiao to Fatu Hiva Island (Marquesas Islands). It is also possible this is the form 
occurring on Hatutu (Marquesas Islands). 
[G.a. leucopes] Pitcairn & Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific).  
Non-breeding: Not fully established; sedentary at some locations and disperses pelagically from 
others.  
Other names: Fairy Tern, Little White Tern (microrhyncha). 
 
Bengtsson, D. 2009. The Atlantic Odyssey - from penguins to tropicbirds. Birding World 22(4): 167-
176 (175, plate 16). 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Coster, B. 2003. World of birds (Gooney island). Birdwatch 129: 34-37. 
Gibson, J.D.1977. An overlooked specimen of the White Tern in NSW. Australian Bird Watcher 7: 63. 
Gill, B.J. 1995. Notes on the birds of Wallis and Futuna, South-west Pacific. Notornis 42(1): 17-22. 
Malan, G. et al 2009. Nesting success of White Terns and White-tailed Tropicbirds on Cousine Island, 
Seychelles. Ostrich 80(2): 81-84. 
Roberson, D. 1988.The 10 most likely additions to the ABA checklist. Birding XX(6): 363. 
VanderWerf, E.A. 2003. Distribution, abundance, and breeding biology of White Terns on Oahu, 
Hawaii. The Wilson Bulletin 115: 258-262. 
VanderWerf, E.A. 2006. Observations on the birds of Kwajalein Atoll, including six new species 
records for the Marshall Islands. Micronesica 38(2): 221-237. 
 
Black Skimmer 
Rynchops niger [Linnaeus 1758, America = coast of South Carolina]. 
[R.n. niger] Coasts of S California and coasts from Massachusetts S to Texas and Sonora to Nayarit 
(W Mexico) and Tamaulipas to Yucatán Peninsula (E Mexico). Non-breeding: California & North 
Carolina S thru C America to both coasts of Panama. 
[R.n. cinerascens] Coasts of Colombia S to the mouth of the Amazon and Gulf of Guayaquil (W 
Ecuador) and large river systems (especially the Orinoco and Amazon) S to Bolivia & NW Argentina. 
Non-breeding: On the coast from Ecuador to S Chile and Panama to Trinidad & NC Brazil. 
[G.n. intercedens] The large rivers of E Brazil, E Paraguay, Uruguay & NE Argentina S to Bahía 
Blanca. Non-breeding: Disperses to the coast. 
 
Burger, J. 1981. Sexual differences in parental activities of breeding Black Skimmers. American 
Naturalist 117: 975-984. 
 
African Skimmer 
Rynchops flavirostris [Vieillot 1816, Australasie; error = Senegal]. 
Major rivers and lakes of Africa S of the Sahara from Senegal E to Sudan & SW Ethiopia and S to 
extreme N Namibia, N Botswana, basin of R Zambezi & S Mozambique. Non-breeding: Area around 
the basin of the R Gambia and Egyptian stretches of R Nile. 
 
Coppinger, M.P. et al 1988. Distribution and breeding biology of the African Skimmer on the Upper 
and Middle Zambezi River. Ostrich 59(3): 85-96. 
van Meurs, R.A. 1989. Possible breeding of African Skimmer in Egypt in June 1987. Dutch Birding 
11(2): 77-78. 
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Indian Skimmer 
Rynchops albicollis [Swainson 1838, India]. 
R Indus (Pakistan) thru N & EC India to Assam, Bangladesh & R Irrawaddy (Myanmar) and R Mekong 
(Cambodia) and possibly Nepal & S Laos. Non-breeding: Some seasonal movement along rivers and 
possibly a winter visitor to Bangladesh only. 
 
Gottschling, M. 2011. Home and away (The Chambal River Safari, India). Birding World 24(2): 78-
80. 
Madhav, N.V. & Nagarajan, D. 2010. Caught on camera in the field. BirdingASIA 13: 98. 
 
Gull-billed Tern 
Gelochelidon nilotica [Gmelin 1789, Egypt]. 
[G.n. nilotica] Europe S to Mauritania & Tunisia and E thru the Middle East, Kazakhstan & Indian 
Subcontinent to NW China. Non-breeding: NW & E Africa thru Persian Gulf to India. 
[G.n. addenda] Transbaikalia, Manchuria and Fuzhou & Hainan (E China). Non-breeding: Mainly SE 
Asia.  
[G.n. macrotarsa] Sparsely throughout Australia & its offshore islands. Non-breeding: Highly nomadic. 
[G.n. aranea] New Jersey S to Florida and W along the Gulf coast to Texas and Great Inagua &  
Harbour Island (Bahamas), Cuba, Puerto Rico & Virgin Islands. Non-breeding: Coasts of C America S 
to Peru & Brazil. 
[G.n. vanrossemi] Salton Sea (California) S thru W Mexico along the coasts of Sonora & Sinaloa and 
probably islands in the Gulf of California. Non-breeding: S to Ecuador. 
[G.n. groenvoldi] Coast and river valleys of Cayenne (French Guiana), Bahia & Mexiana Islands in the 
mouth of the Amazon (E & SE Brazil) S to Uruguay & NE Argentina S to Buenos Aires.  
Birds breeding along the coasts of Ecuador and N Peru may be vanrossemi or groenvoldi or an, as 
yet, undescribed race. 
 
Anderson, R.C. & Baldock, M. 2001. New records of birds from the Maldives, with notes on other 
species. Forktail 17: 67-73. 
Barthel, P.H. 1995. Rätselvogel 47: Lachseeschwalbe Gelochelidon nilotica [Mystery Bird 47: Gull-
billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica]. Limicola 9(3): 165-166. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 1997. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: Twenty-third 
Report (July 1996). Ibis 139: 197-201. 
Cocker, M. 2007. Notes (Gull-billed Tern catching and presumably eating Sand Martin). British Birds 
100(8): 507. 
Eds. 1995. Three-in-a-row Quizbird No. 3/3 solution (adult summer Gull-billed Tern). Birding World 
8(10): 395. 
Erwin, R.M. et al 1998. Modeling colony-site dynamics: a case study of Gull-billed terns (Sterna 
nilotica) in coastal Virginia. The Auk 115: 970-978. 
Goutner, V. 1997. Use of the Drana Lagoon (Evros Delta, Greece) by threatened colonially nesting 
waterbirds and its possible restoration. Biological Conservation 81: 113-120. 
Hirschfeld, E. 1991. Notes (Winter plumage of Gull-billed Tern). British Birds 84(3): 108. 
Hume, R.A. & Sharrock, J.T.R. 1996. The Carl Zeiss Award (2nd summer Gull-billed Tern, Seaforth, 
Merseyside, 30th-31st July 1995). British Birds 89(10): 468-469. 
Laird, W. 1983. Gull-billed Tern in Co. Londonderry. Irish Birds 2(3): 359-360. 
Roche, P. et al 2003. Nidification exceptionnelle de la Sterne hansel (Sterna nilotica) en vallée de la 
Garonne [Breeding of Gull-billed Terns in the Garonne valley]. Ornithos 10(2): 84-87. 
Stienen, E.W.M. et al 2008. Why do Gull-billed Terns Gelochelidon nilotica feed on fiddler crabs Uca 
tangeri in Guinea-Bissau? Ardea 96(2): 243-250. 
Vinicombe, K. & Harris, A. 1989. Field identification of Gull-billed Tern. British Birds 82(1): 3-13. 
Vinicombe, K. 1998. Identification (Tern keys). Birdwatch 71: 40-43. 
 
Caspian Tern 
Hydroprogne caspia [Pallas 1770, Caspian Sea]. 
Locally from Washington (USA), NE Alberta, S Mackenzie & C Saskatchewan E to Newfoundland 
(Canada) and S to Baja California & Sinaloa (W Mexico), also the Great Lakes region, NE New York 
and S along the Atlantic coast to Florida & Gulf coast to Texas, also locally S Scandinavia, Baltic Sea, 
Estonia and the Black Sea & Turkey to NW Iran, S Russia and the Caspian Sea, Aral Sea, Kirghiz 
steppes to N Mongolia & S Siberia to coastal Liaoning to Kwantung (E China), Taiwan, Hainan, 
Mekong Delta (Vietnam), also Tunisia, Mauritania, Senegambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Equatorial 
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Guinea, Gabon, Sudan, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, N Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
Namibia, Angola & South Africa, Madagascar, Comores, Aldabra Atoll & Seychelles and Red Sea 
coasts & Persian Gulf E to Sind (Pakistan) and Sri Lanka, also Australia, Tasmania & New Zealand.. 
Non-breeding: Disperses widely. 
 
Barlow, M. 1995. Habitats and factors affecting breeding success at eleven Caspian Tern (Sterna 
caspia) colonies in New Zealand. Notornis 42(2):  
Barlow, M. 1998. Movements of Caspian Terns (Sterna caspia) from a colony near Invercargill, New 
Zealand, and some notes on their behaviour. Notornis 45(3): 193-219. 
Barlow, M.L. & Dowding, J.E. 2002. Breeding biology of Caspian terns (Sterna caspia) at a colony 
near Invercargill, New Zealand. Notornis 49(2): 76-90. 
Beck, G.G. 1995. Summer occurrences of Caspian Tern on the west coast of Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia. Birders Journal 4(2): 89-90.  
Bell, M. & Bell, B.D. 2008. Population numbers of the Caspian tern (Sterna caspia) in New Zealand. 
Notornis 55(2): 84-88. 
Bijlsma, R.G. 1985. Notes (Foraging and hunting efficiency of Caspian Tern). British Birds 78(3): 
146-147. 
Clement, P. & Batten, L. 1989. Letters (The identification of large terns). British Birds 82(9): 411-412. 
Cooper, J. et al 1992. Distribution, population size and conservation of the Caspian Tern Sterna 
caspia in southern Africa. Ostrich 63(2-3): 58-67. 
Crochet, P-A. 2007. Western Palearctic birding in Mauritania. Birding World 20(9): 383-394 (393). 
Cuthbert, F.J. 1985. Mate retention in Caspian tern. The Condor 87: 74-78. 
Emblen, P.L. 1954. Caspian Tern nesting at San Diego Bay. The Condor 56:109-110. 
Evans, L.G.R. 1988. Caspian Terns in Britain in 1988. Birding World 1(9): 316-317. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1987. Identification of large terns. British Birds 80(6): 257-276. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1988. Identification of large terns – Part 2. Photographs. British Birds 
81(5): 211-222. 
Gill, R.E. & Mewaldt, L.R. 1983. Pacific Coast Caspian Terns: dynamics of an expanding population. 
The Auk 100: 369-381. 
Hoffman, D.J. et al 2011. Oxidative stress response of Forster's terns (Sterna forsteri) and Caspian 
terns (Hydroprogne caspia) to mercury and selenium bioaccumulation in liver, kidney, and brain. 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 30(4): 920-929.  
King, B. 1981. Notes (Caspian Terns dropping and retrieving objects). British Birds 74(5): 228. 
King, B. 1981. Notes (Caspian Terns sun-bathing with Ring-billed Gulls). British Birds 74(4): 181. 
Koppejan, T. 1990. Reuzenstern met rode poten [Caspian Tern with red legs]. Dutch Birding 12(5): 
241. 
Leonard, P. 1990. A Purple Patch at Ballycotton, August 1988. Cork Bird Report 1989 pp. 79-84. 
Lyons, D.E. et al 2005. Foraging ecology of Caspian Terns in the Columbia river estuary, USA. 
Waterbirds 28: 280-291. 
Mauer, K.A. 1984. Verenkleed van juveniele Reuzenstern [Plumage of juvenile Caspian Tern]. Dutch 
Birding 6(3): 100-101. 
Portier, B. 1999. Autumn seawatching in northern France in the 1990s. Birding World 12(8): 334-338 
(337). 
Powlesland, R.G. & Powlesland, M.H. 1994. Seabirds found dead on New Zealand beaches in 
1993, with a review of Sterna albostriata, S. caspia and S. striata recoveries, 1943 – 1992. Notornis 
41(4): 257-286. 
Sibson, R.B. 1992. Some thoughts on Caspian Terns in New Zealand. Notornis 39(2): 87-93. 
Strong, C.M. et al 2004. Forster's Tern, Caspian Tern, and California Gull Colonies in San Francisco 
Bay: Habitat Use, Numbers and Trends, 1982-2003. Waterbirds 27(4): 411-423. 
van Aalst, G.W.M. 1989. Caspian Tern with bright red legs. Dutch Birding 11(1): 27. 
Young, H.G. & Duffy, K. 1998. Notes (Aggressive behaviour of Caspian Terns towards herons). 
British Birds 91(7): 285. 
 
Royal Tern 
Thalasseus maximus [Boddaert 1783, Cayenne]. 
[T.m. maximus] S California & Maryland S to Texas. West Indies to Guinas. Non-breeding: S to Peru, 
Uruguay & Argentina. 
[T.m. albididorsalis] Mauritania to Guinea. Non-breeding: S to Namibia.  
1st WP Record (T.m. maximus): [immature] 24 November 1979. Kenfig Pool, Mid Glamorgan, Wales. 
S.J. Moon (Moon 1983). 
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Andrews, I.J. 1999. Royal Tern in Lothian - a first for Scotland. Birding Scotland 2: 165-167. 
Andrews, I.J. 2000. Royal Tern at Thorntonloch and Musselburgh, August 1999. Lothian Bird Report 
1999 pp. 127-129. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2008. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 36th Report 
(November 2007). Ibis 150: 218-220. 
Bradshaw, C. 2003. Note (A ‘post-Irish’ review of ‘firsts’ for Britain). British Birds 96(8): 402-405 
(403). 
Brenninkmeijer, A. et al 2002. Feeding ecology of wintering terns in Guinea-Bissau. Ibis 144: 602-
613. 
Brouwer, R.E. 1990. Royal Terns in Spain in September 1989. Dutch Birding 12(4): 186. 
Bugoni, L. & Vooren, C.M. 2005. Distribution and abundance of six tern species in southern Brazil. 
Waterbirds 28: 110–119. 
Clement, P. & Batten, L. 1989. Letters (The identification of large terns). British Birds 82(9): 411-412. 
Cox, S. 1992. Mystery photographs (nominate Royal Tern). British Birds 85(11): 593-594. 
Crochet, P-A. 2007. Western Palearctic birding in Mauritania. Birding World 20(9): 383-394 (393). 
Davenport, M. & Hollyer, J.N. 1968. Royal Tern in Kent. British Birds 61: 559-561. 
Davies, A. 2009. Reports (Good day at Black Rock. Royal Tern: Gwynedd and Conwy, Wales, 15 
and 20 June 2009). Birdwatch 206: 60. 
de Campos, F.R. et al 2007. Trinta-réis (Sternidae) do Parque Estadual Marinho da Laje de Santos, 
São Paulo, e notas sobre suas aves [Terns (Sternidae) of the State Marine Park of Laje de Santos, 
São Paulo State, Brazil, with notes on its birds]. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia 15(3): 386-394. 
Dennis, J.V. 1994. Transatlantic migration by ringed birds from North America. Dutch Birding 16(3): 
235-237. 
Doherty, P. 1989. Quizbird Solution No. 16 (Royal Tern). Birding World 2(6): 224-225. 
Dubois, P.J. 1991. Identification forum: Royal, Lesser Crested and Elegant Terns. Birding World 4(4): 
120-123. 
Eds. 1995. Three-in-a-row Quizbird No. 3/2 solution (Royal Tern). Birding World 8(9): 347. 
Eds. 1999. Bird news (The Royal Tern in Lothian). Birdwatch 88: 60. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1987. Identification of large terns. British Birds 80(6): 257-276. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1988. Identification of large terns – Part 2. Photographs. British Birds 
81(5): 211-222. 
Gernigon, J. 2008. Première mention francaise de la Sterne royale (Sterna maxima), au banc 
d'Arguin (Gironde) [First French record of Royal Tern at banc d'Arguin (Gironde)]. Ornithos 15(3): 
224-225. 
Kennedy, P.G. Royal Tern in Co. Dublin, pp. 41-45. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & Grant, P.J. 1982. 
Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
McGinnis, T.W. & Emslie, S.D. 2001. The foraging ecology of Royal and Sandwich Terns in North 
Carolina, USA. Waterbirds 24: 361-370. 
Millington, R. & Reid, M. 1995. Photo forum: red-billed Royal Terns. Birding World 8(3): 98-99. 
Moon, S.J. 1983. The eventual identification of a Royal Tern in Mid Glamorgan. British Birds 76(8): 
335-339. 
Reimann, M. 2009. The Royal Tern in Co. Cork and North Wales. Birding World 22(6): 237-240. 
Schaffner, F.C. 1985. Royal Tern nesting attempts in California: isolated or significant incidents? 
Western Birds 16: 71-80. 
Thompson, P. 1985. Notes (Identification of large terns). British Birds 78(5): 236-237. 
Vangeluwe, D. & Bulteu, V. 2003. Focus on the African Royal Tern. Alula 9(3): 106-112. 
Wheeler, P.E. 1989. Geographical variation in Royal Terns. Birding World 2(9): 326-327. 
 
Crested Tern 
Thalasseus bergii [Lichtenstein 1823, Cape of Good Hope, South Africa]. 
[T.b. bergii] Namibia to South Africa. Non-breeding: Some movement to S Mozambique. 
[T.b. enigma] Zambezi Delta (Mozambique). 
[T.b. thalassinus] Tanzania, Seychelles, Aldabra Atoll & Rodrigues Island (Mascarene Islands). It is 
also possible this is the form in NW Madagascar. Non-breeding: Some movement to S Somalia. 
[T.b. velox] Red Sea & NW Somalia E to Myanmar, Maldives & Sri Lanka. Non-breeding: S to Kenya. 
[T.b. cristatus] SE China and Malaysia to the Philippines, Ryukyu Islands, Bonin Islands, Taiwan and 
E & S Australia & Tasmania and islands in SW Pacific to Micronesia, Kiribati (C Pacific) & Society 
Islands (French Polynesia) and S to Polynesia and E to Tuamotu Archipelago (French Polynesia). 
Other names: Swift Tern, Great Crested Tern. 
Carl Heinrich Bergius (c.1790-1818), German pharmacist and naturalist who collected in South Africa. 
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Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Debatable British and Irish seabirds. Birding World 5(10): 382-390. 
Castell, P. 1998. The first breeding record of Swift Tern Sterna bergii in Egypt. Sandgrouse 20(1): 49-
51. 
Colenutt, S.R. 1992. Mystery photographs (adult Crested Tern). British Birds 85(3): 112-113. 
Cooper, J, & Pringle, J.S. 1977. Swift Terns and Hartlaub’s Gulls breeding at Strandfontein Sewage 
Works. Cormorant 2: 23. 
Cooper, J. & Sinclair, J.C. 1977. Hartlaub’s Gull and Swift Tern breeding at Wadrifsoutpan. 
Cormorant 2: 22. 
Cooper, J. 1977. Swift Terns and Hartlaub’s Gulls breeding at the Berg River estuary. Cormorant 2: 
24. 
Cooper, J. et al 1977. Hartlaub’s Gull and Swift Tern breeding in South West Africa. Cormorant 3: 10-
12. 
Cooper, J. et al 1990. Distribution, population size and conservation of the Swift Tern Sterna bergii in 
southern Africa. Ostrich 61(1-2): 56-65. 
Cooper, J. Potential impacts of marine fisheries on migratory waterbirds of the Afrotropical Region: a 
study in progress, pp. 760-764. Found in: Boere, G.C. et al (eds.) 2006. Waterbirds Around the 
World. The Stationery Office, Edinburgh, UK. 
Feare, C.J. 1975. Post-fledgling care in Crested and Sooty terns. The Condor 77: 368-370. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1987. Identification of large terns. British Birds 80(6): 257-276. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1988. Identification of large terns – Part 2. Photographs. British Birds 
81(5): 211-222. 
Gibson, J.D. 1956. Display flights of the Crested Tern. Emu 56: 131-132. 
Heard, C.D.R. 1989. Letters (The identification of large terns). British Birds 82(9): 413-414. 
Parsons, N.J. et al 2006. The rehabilitation of Swift Terns Sterna bergii incapacitated by marine foam 
on Robben Island, South Africa. Ostrich 77(1-2): 95-98. 
Richardson, C. 1998. Birding in the Emirates. Alula 4(4): 136-141 (138). 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. et al 2007. Masters of Mystery – Solutions of sixth round 2007 (Royal Tern). 
Dutch Birding 30(1): 32-33. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1991. Arabian Gulf. Dutch Birding 13(4): 150-151 (plate 148). 
Walter, C.B. et al 1987. Diet of Swift Tern chicks in the Saldanha Bay region, South Africa. Ostrich 
58(2): 49-53. 
 
Elegant Tern 
Thalasseus elegans [Gambel 1849, Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico]. 
San Diego Bay (S California), Scammon Lagoon & Isla San Roques (C Baja California), Raza Island, 
Trinidad Island & George Island (Gulf of California) and S along W coast of Mexico to Nayarit. Non-
breeding: California thru Guatemala S to Mejillones Bay (Chile). 
1st WP Record: 1 June 1974. Banc d'Arguin, Gironde, France. One or sometimes two in a colony of 
Sandwich Terns (Dubois & CHN 1994).  
 
Boesman, P. 1992. Sierlijke Stern te Zeebrugge in juni-juli 1988 [Elegant Tern at Zeebrugge in June-
July 1988]. Dutch Birding 14(5): 161-169. 
Chappell, L. 2005. Reports (Dorset's five-star tern. Elegant Tern: Christchurch Harbour, Dorset, 10 
May 2005). Birdwatch 156: 62-63. 
Chappell, L. 2005. The Elegant Tern in Dorset. Birding World 18(5): 211-213. 
Collins, C.T. 1997. Hybridization of a Sandwich and Elegant Tern in California. Western Birds 28: 
169-173. 
Collins, C.T. et al 1991. EleganTerns breeding in Orange County, California. American Birds 45: 393-
395. 
Dahdul, W.M. & Horn, M.H. 2003. Energy allocation and postnatal growth in captive Elegant Tern 
(Sterna elegans) chicks: response to high- versus low-energy diets. The Auk 120: 1069-1081. 
Dempsey, E. 2005. Reports (Mega's flying visit. Elegant Tern: Co. Meath, 19 July 2005). Birdwatch 
159: 62-63. 
Dubois, P.J. 1991. Identification forum: Royal, Lesser Crested and Elegant Terns. Birding World 4(4): 
120-123. 
Dubois, P.J. & CHN 1994. La Sterne élégante (Sterna elegans) en France [Elegant Tern (Sterna 
elegans) in France]. Ornithos 1-2: 74-79. 
Dubois, P.J. & Duquet, M. 1991. Letters (Elegant Tern in France). Birding World 4(4): 125-126. 
Fraser, M. 2006. ListCheck (National lists: South Africa). Birdwatch 166: 55. 
Gantlett, S. 1997. Lesser Crested and Elegant Terns. Birding World 10(8): 298-301. 
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Gantlett, S. 2001. A Checklist of the Bird Forms of Britain and Ireland. Birding World 14(1): 19-20. 
Gantlett, S. 2003. Photo-forum - identification of orange-billed terns. Birding World 16(7): 285-304. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1987. Identification of large terns. British Birds 80(6): 257-276. 
Gantlett, S.J.M. & Harris, A. 1988. Identification of large terns – Part 2. Photographs. British Birds 
81(5): 211-222. 
Gonin, J. et al 2003. Another Elegant Tern sighting in France. Birding World 16(9): 386-387. 
Gutiérrez, R. 1998. Elegant Tern in Llobregat delta, Spain, in April 1993. Dutch Birding 20(1): 1-5. 
Marshall, P. 2002. The Elegant Tern in Devon - a new British bird. Birding World 15(5): 209-211. 
McGill, M. 2002. Reports (Britain's first Elegant Tern makes a flying visit). Birdwatch 121: 48-49. 
Millington, R. 2002. The orange-billed terns in summer 2002. Birding World 15(7): 287-290. 
Monroe Jr., B.L. 1956. Observations of Elegant Terns at San Diego, California. The Wilson Bulletin 
68(3): 239-244. 
Mullarney, K. 1999. The Elegant Tern in County Wexford. Birding World 12(7): 275-280. 
Verroken, L. 1991. Letters (Presumed hybrid Sandwich x Lesser Crested Tern). Birding World 3(12): 
418-419. 
Vinicombe, K. 2002. Reports (Unidentified tern poses questions. 'Orange-billed' tern: Norfolk, 20 
June 2002). Birdwatch 122: 50. 
 
Lesser Crested Tern 
Thalasseus bengalensis [Lesson 1831, coasts of India]. 
[T.b. bengalensis] Red Sea S along the coasts of Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti & Somalia. Non-breeding: 
Along the coasts of Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Natal (South Africa) and Madagascar, Comoros, 
Aldabra Atoll, Seychelles & Sri Lanka. 
[T.b. emigrata] Libya. Non-breeding: Off the coast of W Africa.  
[T.b. torresii] Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean coast of Pakistan, Maldives & Laccadive Islands E to the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java & Sulawesi to New Guinea, Aru Islands (E Indonesia) and Bedout & 
Adele Island (W Australia) to Capricorn & Bunker group of islands (S Great Barrier Reef). Non-
breeding: N Indian Ocean & SW Pacific. 
 
Andrews, I.J. & Leven, M.R. 1988. Lesser Crested Tern at Musselburgh. Lothian Bird Report 1987 p. 
79. 
Aspinall, S. & Hellyer, P. 2006. Important Bird Areas of the United Arab Emirates. British Birds 
99(11): 546-561 (554, plates 303 & 304). 
Barthel, P.H. 2000. Rätselvogel 77: Rüppellseeschwalbe Sterna bengalensis [Mystery Bird 77: 
Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis]. Limicola 14(3): 139-142. 
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Chinese Crested Tern 
Thalasseus bernsteini [Schlegel 1863, China]. 
Matsu Islands (Taiwan Strait) 7’ off the coast of Fukien Province (E China, although administered by 
Taiwan) and Jiushan Islands (off E China in the entrance to Hangzhou Harbour, Zhejiang Province). 
During breeding season also recorded Fukien N to Shandong Province near Tsingtao & Mukuan Tao 
on the coast of E China. Non-breeding: S to the Philippines, peninsular Thailand, Borneo & the 
Moluccas.  
Presumed to be extinct until four adults and four chicks were found among a tern colony on Matsu 
Island in 2000 by Liang Chieh-teh. 
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Sandwich Tern 
Thalasseus sandvicensis [Latham 1787, Sandwich, Kent, England]. 
Ireland, Britain & S Scandinavia S to the Mediterranean and E to the Black Sea & Caspian Sea. Non-
breeding: Caspian Sea, Black Sea & Mediterranean S to coasts of W & S Africa and S Red Sea to 
NW India & Sri Lanka. 
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Cabot's Tern 
Thalasseus acuflavidus [Cabot 1848]. 
[T.a. acuflavidus] Virginia (E USA) locally to Campeche Bank (Gulf of Mexico) & Belize and thru the 
Antilles to S Caribbean. Non-breeding: Caribbean S to S Peru & Uruguay. 
[T.a. eurygnatha] Locally in Caribbean, off Venezuela & Cayenne (French Guiana) and E Brazil to 
Buenos Aires (S Argentina) and Patagonian coast of Chubut and Santa Cruz. 
Other name: Cayenne Tern (eurygnatha). 
Samuel Cabot (1815-1885), American medical doctor and currator of ornithology for the Boston 
Society of Natural History. 
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Little Tern 
Sternula albifrons [Pallas 1764, Netherlands]. 
[S.a. albifrons] Ireland, Britain & S Scandinavia across C & SE Russia, W Siberia & W Mongolia and 
S to the Mediterranean basin and coast of N Africa and Turkey E to Nepal. It is also possible this is 
the form at Lake Turkana, Kenya and the Seychelles & Comoro Islands. Non-breeding: Coasts of N & 
W Africa E to NW India. 
[S.a. innominata] Persian Gulf. 
[S.a. guineae] Ghana, Nigeria and Chad to Gabon. It is also possible this is the form in Mauritania & 
Senegambia.  
[S.a.pusilla] NE India & Myanmar, islands off Sumatra & Java. It is also possible this is the form in Sri 
Lanka. 
[S.a. sinensis] SE Russia, China, Japan, SE Asia, Philippines & New Guinea. It is also possible this is 
the form in Saipan (Micronesia) E to Hawaii and N Australia, New Britain & surrounding waters. Non-
breeding: N populations mostly move S to Malaysia. 
[S.a. placens] E Australia & E Tasmania. 
Validity of innominata, pusilla & placens is questionable. 
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Saunders's Tern 
Sternula saundersi [Hume 1877, Karachi]. 
Fragmented and local throughout Red Sea S along the coast to Djibouti & Somalia and Persian Gulf, 
Iran, Pakistan, NW India and Addu Atoll (Maldives) & Amirante Islands (Seychelles). Non-breeding: 
Red Sea S to Tanzania & Madagascar and E to India & the Malay peninsula. 
Other name: Black-shafted Tern. 
Howard Saunders (1835-1907), British ornithologist and Secretary of the BOU from 1901 to 1907. He 
was co-editor of the fifth and seventh volumes of the Ibis. 
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Least Tern 
Sternula antillarum [Lesson 1847, Guadeloupe, Lesser Antilles]. 
[S.a.antillarum] Bermuda and Maine S to Texas, Honduras and S thru Caribbean to N Venezuela. 
Non-breeding: S to Bahia (N Brazil). 
[S.a. athalassos] Inland rivers of the N Great Plains in E Montana, SC North Dakota, W Iowa, SW 
Missouri, NW Indiana, C Kentucky, NW Ohio S to C New Mexico, SE Colorado, W Kansas, C 
Oklahoma, NE Texas, NC Louisiana & W Tennessee. Non-breeding: S to Bahia (N Brazil). 
[S.a. browni] San Francisco Bay S to Baja and Sonora & Sinaloa (W Mexico). Non-breeding: Central 
America. 
Treated as monotypic by Draheim et al 2010. 



 

19  

1st WP Record: [adult] 8 June 1983. Rye Harbour Nature Reserve, East Sussex, England (Yates & 
Taffs 1990, Yates 2010). Nicknamed 'Squeaker', returned annually until 1992. 
 
Archer, J. 1992. Letters (More on Least Tern taxonomy). Birding World 5(8): 303. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 1998. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: Twenty-fourth 
Report (October 1997). Ibis 140: 182-184. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 1999. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 25th Report 
(October 1998). Ibis 141: 175-180. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2004. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 30th Report 
(October 2003). Ibis 146: 192-195. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 32nd Report 
(October 2005). Ibis 148: 198-201. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 33rd Report 
(April 2006). Ibis 148: 594. 
Chandler, R. & Wilds, C. 1994. Little, Least and Saunder’s Terns. British Birds 87(2): 60-66. 
DeBenedictus, P. 1977. Gleening from the technical literature: Least Tern. Birding IX: 161. 
Draheim, H.M. et al 2010. Subspecific status and population genetic structure of Least Terns 
(Sternula antillarum) inferred by mitochondrial DNA control-region sequences and microsatellite DNA. 
The Auk 127: 807-819. 
Eds. 2006. Least Tern makes British list. Birdwatch 164: 26. 
Fancher, J.M. 1992. Population status and trends of the California least tern. Transactions of the 
Western Section of the Wildlife Society 28: 59-66. 
Gauntlett, F.M. 2010. Letters (The taxonomic status of Least Tern). British Birds 103(12): 728-730. 
Girão, W. et al 2008. Registros documentados de cinco novos trinta-réis (Charadriiformes: Sternidae) 
no estado do Ceará, nordeste do Brasil [Documented records of five terns (Charadriiformes: 
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255. 
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Yellow-billed Tern 
Sternula superciliaris [Vieillot 1819, Paraguay]. 
Colombia & Venezuela E to Guyana, Surinam & Guiana and thru the Amazon Basin of Bahia (N 
Brazil) to N & E Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay & NE Argentina and S to the Rio de la Plata & NE 
Buenos Aires. Non-breeing: Not fully established, probably following river courses to the coasts of 
South America.  
Other name: Amazon Tern. 
 
Bugoni, L. & Vooren, C.M. 2005. Distribution and abundance of six tern species in southern Brazil. 
Waterbirds 28: 110-119. 
 
Peruvian Tern 
Sternula lorata [Philippi and Landbeck 1861, Arica, Chile]. 
Humboldt Current region from the Gulf of Guayaquil (Ecuador) S to Peru & N Chile. Non-breeding: 
Not fully established. 
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Fairy Tern 
Sternula nereis [Gould 1843, Bass Strait]. 
[S.n. nereis] South Australia, Victoria & Tasmania.  
[S.n. horni] Western Australia. 
[S.n. davisae] North Island, New Zealand. 
[S.n. exsul] New Caledonia (SW Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Some of populations in Tasmania & W Australia move N.  
 
Bransbury, J. 1992. Fairy Tern records from south-eastern South Australia. South Australian 
Ornithologist 31(4): 97. 
Jeffries, D.S. & Brunton, D.H. 2001. Attracting endangered species to 'safe' habitats: responses of 
fairy terns (Sterna nereis davisae) to decoys. Notornis 48(3): 184. 
Preddey, J.M. 2008. Post-fledging parental care of a juvenile New Zealand fairy tern (Sterna nereis 
davisae). Notornis. 55(3): 159-161. 
 
Damara Tern 
Sternula balaenarum [Strickland 1852, Damaraland]. 
Cabinda, N Angola, Namibia and SW & S South Africa. Non-breeding: Disperses N as far as Nigeria. 
 
Braby, J. et al 2009. Protecting Damara Terns Sterna balaenarum from recreational disturbance in 
the Namib Desert increases breeding density and overall success. Ostrich 80(2): 71-75. 
Braby, R.J. et al 2001. Successful conservation measures and new breeding records for Damara 
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Simmons, R.E. 2010. First breeding records for Damara Terns and density of other shorebirds along 
Angola's Namib Desert coast. Ostrich 81(1): 19-23. 
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Tern Sterna balaenarum on Namibia’s desert coast. Ibis 140: 439-445. 
  
Aleutian Tern 
Onychoprion aleuticus [Baird 1869, Kodiak Island, Alaska]. 
Hokkaido (Japan) and Sakhalin Island N thru the Sea of Okhotsk & Kamchatka to the Bering Sea, 
Chukchi Sea and Cape Krusenstern & Kotzebue Sound (N Alaska) S to Aleutian Islands as far W as 
Attu and E to Copper River Delta, Dry Bay & Kodiak Island (Alaska). Non-breeding: Not fully 
established. 
1st WP Record: [adult] 28 May 1979. Farne Islands, Northumberland, England. R. Heywood. 
Remained until the following day (Dixey et al 1981).  
 
Buckley, F.G. & Buckley, P.A. 1979. Do Aleutian Terns exhibit extra-ordinary anti-predator 
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Grant, P.J. 1982. Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
Eds. 2008. Frontispage (Aleutian Tern, Alaska, June 2005 - Vaughan Ashby). Birding World 21(5): 
177. 
Hill, N.P. & Bishop, K.D. 1999. Possible Winter Quarters of the Aleutian Tern. Wilson Bulletin 111(4): 
559-560.  
Kennerley, P. & Ollington, R. 1998. Aleutian Terns in South-East Asia. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 
27: 34-42. 
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Grey-backed Tern 
Onychoprion lunata [Peale 1848, Tuamotu Islands]. 
Guguan (North Mariana Islands, W Pacific) E to Wake Island (NW Pacific), N Marshall Islands (NC 
Pacific) & Johnston Atoll (N Pacific) and Kure E to Kaula & Moku Manu (Hawaiian Islands) and S thru 
the Line Islands & Phoenix Islands (Kiribati, C Pacific) to Fiji and E to Austral Islands & Tuamotu 
Archipelago (French Polynesia). Possibly Samoa & Society Islands (SC Pacific). Non-breeding: 
Disperses W to N Moluccas. 
Other name: Spectacled Tern. 
 
Bridled Tern 
Onychoprion anaethetus [Scopoli 1786, Panay, Philippines]. 
[O.a. anaethetus] S Ryukyu Island (Japan region) & Taiwan S thru the Philippines & Indonesia to 
Australia and Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea, Australia region). 
[O.a. melanoptera] W Africa. 
[O.a. fuligula] Red Sea & E Africa thru Persian Gulf & Arabian Sea to W India. 
[O.a. antarctica] Madagascar, Aldabra Atoll, Seychelles & Mascarene Islands thru the Maldives to 
Andaman Islands (Bay of Bengal). 
[O.a. nelsoni] W coast of Mexico & Central America.  
[O.a. recognita] West Indies, Belize & islands off N Venezuela. 
Non-breeding: Not fully established, presumed disperses to sea. 
Other name: Brown-winged Tern. 
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Dunlop, J.N. & Jenkins, J. 1992. Known-age birds at a subtropical breeding colony of the Bridled 
Tern Sterna anaethetus: a comparison with the Sooty Tern. Colonial Waterbirds 15(1): 75-82. 
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Sooty Tern 
Onychoprion fuscatus [Linnaeus 1766, Santo Domingo]. 
[O.f. fuscatus] Islands off the coast of E USA from North Carolina S to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico 
W to Texas & E Mexico off the Yucatan peninsula and Belize to islands off N South America and S to 
NE Bahia (N Brazil) also islands off W Africa from Senegambia to the Gulf of Guinea including 
Príncipe and Ascension Island & St. Helena (S Atlantic). 
[O.f.nubilosus] S Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean E to Ryukyu Islands (Japan region) & 
Philippines. 
[O.f. serrata] New Guinea, Australia & New Caledonia (SW Pacific). 
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[O.a. infuscata] Indonesia (range uncertain). 
[O.f. kermadeci] Kermadec Islands (SW Pacific). 
[O.f. oahuensis] Bonin Island, Marcus Atoll & Wake Island (NW Pacific) and Kure E to Moku Manu & 
Manana (Hawaiian Islands) S thru C Pacific. 
[O.f. crissalis] Islands off W Mexico & Central America S to Galapágos Islands. 
[O.f. luctuosus] Juan Fernández Islands (SE Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Disperses to sea. 
Other name: Wideawake Tern. 
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Feare, C.J. 1976. The exploitation of sooty tern eggs in the Seychelles. Biological Conservation 10: 
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World 2(4): 17-21. 
Hughes, B.J. 1997. Monitoring the sooty tern population on Ascension Island. The Adjutant, Journal 
of the Army Ornithological Society 26: 10-11. 
Hughes, B.J. et al 2010. Sooty Terns Onychoprion fuscatus on Ascension Island in the south Atlantic 
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Jaquemet, S. 2010. Postfledging parental care and unexpected foraging behaviour of juvenile Sooty 
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River Tern 
Sterna aurantia [J.E. Gray 1831, India]. 
E Pakistan, Nepal & India to Myanmar, Yunnan (SW China), Cambodia and the Mekong Delta 
(Vietnam). Non-breeding: Largely sedentary with some birds moving to the coasts of SE Asia. 
 
Foekens, E. & Schelvis, J. 2006. Two River Terns in Golestan, Iran, in January 2005. Dutch Birding 
28(1): 21-23. 
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Gottschling, M. 2011. Home and away (The Chambal River Safari, India). Birding World 24(2): 78-
80. 
 
Roseate Tern 
Sterna dougallii [Montagu 1813, Firth of Clyde, Scotland]. 
[S.d. dougallii] Nova Scotia to New York & Florida and S thru the Gulf of Honduras & West Indies to 
islands off N Venezuela and the Azores & NW Europe and S Somalia to Tanzania and S Cape 
Province (South Africa).  
[S.d.arideensis] Seychelles S to Madagascar and E to Rodrigues Island (Mascarene Islands). 
[S.d.korustes] Sri Lanka, Andaman Islands & Mergui Archipelago (off SW Myanmar). 
[S.d. bangsi] Arabian Sea, Ryukyu Islands (Japan region), coastal China & Taiwan S to Greater 
Sundas and E to S New Guinea, Solomon Islands, New Caledonia and possibly Fiji. It is also possible 
this is the form on Cocos (Keeling) Islands (SE Indian Ocean). 
[S.d. gracilis] The Moluccas (C Indonesia) and Abrolhos Islands & Carnarvon Harbor (W Australia) 
and Northern Territory (Australia) E & S to Lady Elliot Island (Queensland, Australia).  
Non-breeding: American populations possibly S to the N coast of South America and E Atlantic birds 
S to coasts of tropical W Africa between Guinea & Gabon mainly. Other populations not known. 
Dr. Peter McDougall (1777-1814), Scottish doctor who discovered the tern breeding in the Firth of 
Clyde in 1812. 
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[Roseate Tern hybridizing with Common Tern on Hooge Platen in 1982-85]. Dutch Birding 10(3): 121-
123. 
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Roseate S. dougallii, Common S. hirundo, Arctic S. paradisaea and Little Terns S. albifrons in Ireland 
in 1995. Irish Birds 6(1): 1-22. 
Hays, H. et al 2001. Rockabill Roseate Tern recaptured in Brazil. Irish Birds 6(4): 585-586. 
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Ludwigs, J-D. & Stöber, N. 2001. Eine Mischbrut zwischen Rosen- Sterna dougallii und 
Flussseeschwalbe S. hirundo in Deutschland [Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii hybridising with 
Common Tern S. hirundo in Germany]. Limicola 15(5): 249-258. 
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Sterna striata [Gmelin 1789, New Zealand]. 
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Sterna repressa [Hartert 1916, Al Faw, S Iraq, Persian Gulf]. 
Red Sea S to Sudan, Eritrea, Somalia & Kenya and E thru the Persian Gulf & NW Indian Ocean to W 
coast of India. Non-breeding: Coasts of NE Africa & Arabian Sea to SW India & Laccadive Islands 
(Indian Ocean). 
 
Aspinall, S. & Hellyer, P. 2006. Important Bird Areas of the United Arab Emirates. British Birds 
99(11): 546-561 (548, plate 296). 
Britton, P.L. 1982. Identification of White-cheeked Tern. Dutch Birding 4(2): 55-57. 
Buckell, S. 2007. Birding the Qu’lan Islands, Red Sea, Egypt. Birding World 20(6): 256-260 (258). 
Bundy, G. 1986. Notes (Immature White-cheeked Tern helping to defend chick). British Birds 79(6): 
295-296. 
Hirschfeld, E. 1990. White-cheeked Tern Identification. Birding World 3(7): 234-236. 
Javed, S. & Khan, S. 2005. An unusually-coloured White-cheeked Tern Sterna repressa and its 
offspring: a case of colour inversion? Sandgrouse 27(2): 149-150.  
Madge, S.C. 1982. April records of White-cheeked Tern in Sinai. Dutch Birding 4(3): 104-105. 
Madge, S.C. 1990. Mystery photographs (White-cheeked Tern). British Birds 83(11): 496-498. 
Olsen, K.M. & Shirihai, H. 1997. Field identification of White-cheeked Tern. Alula 3(4): 150-159. 
Richardson, C. 1998. Birding in the Emirates. Alula 4(4): 136-141 (138). 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. et al 2008. Masters of Mystery – Solutions of fourth round 2008 (White-
cheeked Tern). Dutch Birding 30(5): 342. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1991. Arabian Gulf. Dutch Birding 13(4): 150-151 (plate 146). 
Walker, D. & Turley, R. 1989. White-cheeked Tern in Kent – A New British Bird. Birding World 2(5): 
173-174. 
Wassink, A. 1982. April records of White-cheeked Tern in Israel. Dutch Birding 4(2): 62. 
 
Arctic Tern 
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Antarctic Tern 
Sterna vittata [Gmelin 1789, Kerguelen Island]. 
[S.v. vittata] Prince Edward Island, Marion Island, Crozet Islands, Bouvet Island, Kerguelen Island 
(Indian Ocean). It is also possible this is the form on Heard Island (S Indian Ocean). 
[S.v. tristanensis] Tristan da Cunha & Gough Island (S Atlantic) and possibly Amsterdam Island & St 
Paul Island (S Indian Ocean). 
[S.v. georgiae] South Gerogia Island (S Atlantic). It is also possible this is the form on South Orkney 
Island (Southern Ocean) and South Sandwich Islands & Bouvet Island (S Atlantic). 
[S.v. gaini] South Shetland Islands (Southern Ocean) and presumed this form S to Marguerite Bay 
(Antarctic peninsula). 
[S.v. bethunei] Stewart Island, Snares Island, Auckland Islands, Bounty Islands, Antipodes Islands & 
Campbell Islands (all New Zealand region). 
[S.v. macquariensis] Macquarie Island (Australia region). 
Non-breeding: Some populations remain in the vicinity of breeding grounds while others undertake 
lengthy movements N to coasts of South America & South Africa. 
Validity of macquariensis is questionable. 
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Kerguelen Tern 
Sterna virgata [Cabanis 1875, Kerguelen Island]. 
Prince Edward Island, Marion Islands, Crozet Islands, Kerguelen & Heard Island (S Indian Ocean). 
Non-breeding: Sedentary. 
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Forster's Tern 
Sterna forsteri [Nuttall 1834, Saskatchewan River]. 
British Columbia S to C Californian coast and E to S Ontario, Great Lakes & N Indiana and Long 
Island S to North Carolina and coast of Gulf of Mexico from Alabama to Tamaulipas (NE Mexico). 
Non-breeding: S California S to Panama and North Carolina S to Gulf of Honduras. 
Johann Reinhold Forster (1729-1798), a clergyman from Danzig who accompanied Cook as naturalist 
on his second world voyage during 1772 and 1773. 
1st WP Record: [♂] 22 October 1959. Heimaey, Vestmannaeyjar (Westman Islands), Iceland. 
Sigurður V. Jónatansson. Taken (BWP 4). 
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Trudeau’s Tern 
Sterna trudeaui [Audubon 1838, Great Egg Harbor, New Jersey = probably an error]. 
Coast and interior of South America from SE Brazil & Uruguay S to Patagonia and Aconcagua to the 
Rio Cruces Sanctuary in Llanquihue Province (Chile). Non-breeding: Disperses to the coasts of South 
America as far N as S Peru and Rio de Janeiro.  
Other name: Snowy-crowned Tern. 
James de Berty Trrudeau (1817-1887), physician, explorer, painter, collector and artillery general in 
the Confederate Army.  
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Tern (Sterna trudeaui) and White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) in a south Chilean tule marsh. Ornitologia 
Neotropical 12(4): 285-296. 
 
Black-bellied Tern 
Sterna acuticauda [J.E. Gray 1832, Kanpur, India]. 
R Indus (Pakistan), Nepal & most of India E to W Yunnan (SW China) and S thru Myanmar, N 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia & S Vietnam. Non-breeding: Sedentary. 
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Black-fronted Tern 
Sterna albostriata [G.R. Gray 1845, New Zealand]. 
Interior parts of South Island, New Zealand. Non-breeding: Disperses to coasts of South Island & S 
North Island (New Zealand). 
Treated as Chlidonias albostriatus by some. 
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Whiskered Tern 
Chlidonias hybrida [Pallas 1811, S Volga, Russia]. 
[C.h. hybrida] C France, Biebrza Marsh (Poland), Senne (W Slovakia), Hortobagy National Park 
(Hungary), Ukraine, Volga-Ural steppes, Kazakhstan, Aral Sea, Turkestan, Kirghiz steppes to S 
Siberia, C & S China & Taiwan and E thru Turkey to Iraq & E Iran to N & C India & Indochina and S to 
Mediterranean and Morocco to Tunisia and Mali. Non-breeding: E & W Africa and Malaysia to 
Indonesia.  
[C.h. delalandii] Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia & SW Cape 
Province (South Africa) and Madagascar. 
[C.h. javanicus] Java, Togian Islands (Sulawesi), Moluccas & New Guinea and Australia & Tasmania. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 1996 to consist of 6 races: hybridus, swinhoei, indicus, javanicus, sclateri & 
fluviatlis.   
Other name: Marsh Tern. 
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White-winged Black Tern 
Chlidonias leucopterus [Temminck 1815, Mediterranean coasts]. 
NW Italy and C & E Europe E thru Siberia, Transbaikalia & N Mongolia to Amurland also New 
Zealand. Non-breeding: Kenya & N Tanzania S to South Africa and Persian Gulf, India, Sri Lanka, E 
China, Taiwan & SE Asia to Australia & New Zealand. 
Other name: White-winged Tern. 
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Black Tern 
Chlidonias niger [Linnaeus 1758, near Uppsala, Sweden]. 
[C.n. niger] S Sweden E thru NC Russia to C Siberia and S to the Algarve (Portugal), S Spain, 
Sardinia, N Italy, Greece, Sennes (W Slovakia), W Turkey, Armenia & N Caucasus to Caspian Sea, 
Aral Sea, Turkestan, Lake Balkhash, the Altai & W China. Non-breeding: SC Africa. 
[C.n. surinamensis] SW & EC British Columbia, N Alberta, Great Slave Lake (SW Mackenzie), NW 
Saskatchewan & C Manitoba to Nova Scotia and S locally to SC California, N Nevada, N Utah, 
Colorado & Nebraska E to SC Illinois, Great Lakes, Ohio, NW Pennsylvania & NW New York and 
Kansas, Indiana & N Vermont. Non-breeding: S to Central America & N South America. 
Other name: American Black Tern (surinamensis). 
1st WP Record (C.n. surinamensis): [adult ♂] 10 June 1956. Hafurbjarnarstaðir, Miðnes, Iceland. 
Hákon Vilhjálmsson. Collected (Pétursson & Þráinsson 1999). 
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