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Introduction 
I have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when 
you find more I would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2011 & 2012 to: 
josephobbs@gmail.com. 
Grateful thanks to Michael O’Keeffe and Kieran Fahy for the cover images. All images © the 
photographers. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species follows the International Ornithological Congress’ World Bird List. A few 
differences occur with regard to the number and treatment of subspecies where some are treated as 
full species.  
   
Version  
Version 1.9 (1 September 2011). 
 
Cover 
Main image: Soft-plumaged Petrel. At sea, north of the Falkland Islands. 11 February 2009. Michael 
O’Keeffe. 
Vignette: Soft-plumaged Petrel. At sea, north of the Falkland Islands. 11 February 2009. Kieran Fahy. 
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Atlantic Petrel [Pterodroma incerta]         8 

Barau's Petrel [Pterodroma baraui]       22 

Bermuda Petrel [Pterodroma cahow]       16 

Black-capped Petrel [Pterodroma hasitata]      16 

Black-winged Petrel [Pterodroma nigripennis]      25 

Bonin Petrel [Pterodroma hypoleuca]       25 

Chatham Islands Petrel [Pterodroma axillaris]      25 

Collared Petrel [Pterodroma brevipes]       25 

Cook's Petrel [Pterodroma cookii]       27 

De Filippi's Petrel [Pterodroma defilippiana]      27 

Desertas Petrel [Pterodroma deserta]       15 

Fea's Petrel [Pterodroma feae]        12 

Galapágos Petrel [Pterodroma phaeopygia]      23 

Gould's Petrel [Pterodroma leucoptera]       26 

Great-winged Petrel [Pterodroma macroptera]        6 

Grey-faced Petrel [Pterodroma gouldi]         7 

Hawaiian Petrel [Pterodroma sandwichensis]      23 

Henderson Petrel [Pterodroma atrata]       21 

Herald Petrel [Pterodroma heraldica]       20 
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Juan Fernandez Petrel [Pterodroma externa]      18 



 

2  

Kermadec Petrel [Pterodroma neglecta]       19 

Magenta Petrel [Pterodroma magentae]       10 

Mottled Petrel [Pterodroma inexpectata]       24 

Murphy's Petrel [Pterodroma ultima]       10 
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Providence Petrel [Pterodroma solandri]         9 
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Trindade Petrel [Pterodroma arminjoniana]      20 
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White-headed Petrel [Pterodroma lessonii]        8 

White-necked Petrel [Pterodroma cervicalis]      24 

Zino's Petrel [Pterodroma madeira]       14 
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Great-winged Petrel  
Pterodroma macroptera [A. Smith 1840, Cape seas]. 
Breeding: Nightingale Island, Inaccessible Island & Gough Island (Tristan da Cunha group, S Atlantic) 
and Crozet, Kerguelen & Prince Edward and Marion Islands (S Indian Ocean) and the Recherche 
archipelago & various islands from Cape Arid W to Eclipse Island off Albany (S Western Australia). 
Non-breeding:  Found widely in sub-tropical parts of the Atlantic & Indian Oceans and E to Australia 
between c. 30-50ºS and occasionally further south. Regular off South Africa & S Australia. 
Other names: Long-winged Petrel, Long-winged Fulmar. 
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Grey-faced Petrel  
Pterodroma gouldi [Hutton 1869]. 
Breeding: Most off shore islands and a few mainland cliffs on the N part of North Island of New 
Zealand in a triangle formed by Three Kings Islands, North Taranaki & East Cape with the largest 
colony on Whale Island, Moutohora & near Whakatane in the E Bay of Plenty. 
Non-breeding: Tasman Sea & S Pacific E of Chatham Island perhaps as far as Pitcairn. 
Other names: North Island Muttonbird, Oi. 
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50(1): 23-26. 
Imber, M.J. 1973. The Food of Grey-Faced Petrels (Pterodroma macroptera gouldi (Hutton)), with 
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White-headed Petrel  
Pterodroma lessonii [Garnot 1826, In the vicinity of Cape Horn and Pacific Ocean in position 52°S, 
85°W]. 
Breeding: Macquarie Island (Australia region), Auckland Island, Antipodes Islands & possibly 
Campbell Island (New Zealand region), Crozet, Kerguelen & possibly Prince Edward Island (S Indian 
Ocean). 
Non-breeding: Circumpolar throughout subantarctic waters from about 30°S south to the pack ice and 
also north to sub-tropical waters. Most common in S Pacific. 
Other name: White-headed Fulmar. 
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Bourne, W.R.P. 1995. Notes on a Gadfly petrel Pterodroma sp. collected off the Antipodes Islands. 
Notornis 42(2): 78. 
Brooke, R.K. 1989. Second specimen record of the White-headed Petrel Pterodroma lessonii for 
Africa. Cormorant 17: 86. 
Carr, G.S. 1980. Historic and Prehistoric Avian Records from Easter Island. Pacific Science 34(1): 19-
20. 
Clarke, R.H. & Schulz, M. 2005. Land-based observations of seabirds off sub-Antarctic Macquarie 
Island during 2002 and 2003. Marine Ornithology 33: 7-17 (13). 
Duirez, O. et al 2005. Birds and wildlife of the French subantarctic islands: Crozet, Kerguelen and 
Amsterdam & St. Paul. Dutch Birding 27(2): 87-115. 
Enticott, J.W. 1999. Identification of Soft-plumaged Petrel. British Birds 84(7): 245-264. 
Gibson, J.D. 1953. White-headed Petrel. Emu 53: 253. 
Hansbro, P. 2004. A Voyage of Discovery 13.11 - 14.12.2002. Alula 10(2): 66-72. 
Howell, S.N.G. et al 1996. New information on the distribution of three species of Southern Ocean 
gadfly petrels (Pterodroma spp.). Notornis 43(2): 71-78. 
Taylor, G.A. 2000. Action Plan for Seabird Conservation in New Zealand. Part B: Non-Threatened 
Seabirds. Biodiversity Recovery Unit, Department of Conservation. Wellington, New Zealand. 
van Oordt, G.J. & Kruijt, J.P. 1953. On the Pelagic Distribution of Some Procellariiformes in the 
Atlantic and Southern Oceans. Ibis 95(4): 615-637. 
Warham, J. 1967. The white-headed petrel Pterodroma lessoni at Macquarie Island. Emu 67: 1-22. 
Wood, K.A. 1990. Seasonal abundance and marine habitats of Procellaria Fulmarine and Gadfly 
Petrels off central New South Wales. Notornis 37(2): 81-105. 
 
Atlantic Petrel  
Pterodroma incerta [Schlegel 1863]. 
Breeding: Tristan da Cunha, Gough Island & possibly Inaccessible Island (all S Atlantic). 
Non-breeding: S Atlantic from E coast of S America to SW Africa occasionally rounding Cape of Good 
Hope to Indian Ocean. 
Other names: Hooded Petrel, Schlegel's Petrel. 
Hermann Schlegel (1804-1884), German zoologist, who was the first to use trinomials when 
describing races. 
1st WP Record. 31 May 1982. Gulf of Aqaba. Off the North Beach, Eilat, Gulf of Aqaba, Israel (Trnka 
& Matousek 1996). 
 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Atlantic Petrel in the Western Palearctic. Dutch Birding 14(3): 100-101. 
Bugoni, L. et al 2007. Effects of the First Southern Atlantic Hurricane on Atlantic Petrels (Pterodroma 
incerta). The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 119(4): 725-729. 
Clarke, R.H. 2007. An Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta at Sea off Western Victoria. Australian Field 
Ornithology 24(1): 1-6. 
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Cuthbert, R.J. 2004. Breeding biology and population estimate of the Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma 
incerta and other burrowing petrels, Gough Island, South Atlantic Ocean. Emu 104: 221-228. 
Enticott, J.W. 1991. Distribution of the Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta at sea. Marine Ornithology 
19(1): 49-60. 
Enticott, J.W. 1999. Identification of Soft-plumaged Petrel. British Birds 84(7): 245-264. 
Hilton, G.M. & Cuthbert, R.J. 2010. The catastrophic impact of invasive mammalian predators on 
birds of the UK Overseas Territories: a review and synthesis. Ibis 152: 443-458. 
Klages, N.T.W. & Cooper, J. 1997. Diet of the Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta during breeding at 
South Atlantic Gough Island. Marine Ornithology 25: 13-16. 
Ogilvie, M. (ed.) 1997. BWP Update volume 1 number 2. Oxford University Press. 
Orgeira, J.L. 2001. Nuevos registros del Petrel Atlántico (Pterodroma incerta) en Océano Atlántico 
sur y Antártida [New records of the Atlantic Petrel (Pterodroma incerta) in the South Atlantic Ocean 
and the Antarctic]. Ornitologia Neotropical 12: 165-171. 
Ryan, P. 2008. Important Bird Areas: Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. British Birds 101(11): 586-
606 (605, plate 324). 
Shirihai, H. 1987. Shearwaters and other tubenoses at Eilat. Dutch Birding 9(4): 152-157. 
Shirihai, H. 1996. The Birds of Israel. Academic Press. 
Trnka, A. & Matousek, B. 1996. Occurrence of Atlantic Petrel in Western Palearctic. Dutch Birding 
18(6): 309-310. 
 
Providence Petrel  
Pterodroma solandri [Gould 1844, Bass Strait]. 
Breeding: Lord Howe Island (Tasman Sea) & possibly Phillip Island (Norfolk group, Tasman Sea, 
Australia region). 
Non-breeding: Mainly subtropical in the SW Pacific Ocean including Tasman Sea with some 
dispersing to the N & NW Pacific perhaps as far N as the Bering Sea. 
Other names: Brown headed Petrel, Solander's Petrel, Bird of Providence, Bill Hill Muttonbird. 
Daniel Carlsson Solander (1733-1782), Swedish naturalist who studied botany under Linnaeus at 
Uppsala University. 
 
Bester, A.J. 2003. The breeding, foraging ecology and conservation of the Providence Petrel 
Pterodroma solandri on Lord Howe Island, Australia. PhD thesis, Charles Sturt University, Albury, 
Australia.  
Bester, A.J. et al 2007. Reproductive success of the Providence Petrel Pterodroma solandri on Lord 
Howe Island, Australia. Marine Ornithology 35: 21-28. 
Davies, D. 2002. Home and Away (Lord Howe Island). Birding World 15(6): 257-259. 
Kaname, K. & Keisuke, K. 2005. A Providence Petrel (Pterodroma solandri) Recorded on the 
Yumigahama Coast in Yonago City, Western Japan. Journal of the Yamashina Institute for 
Ornithology 37(1): 72-74. (in Japanese with English summary). 
Medway, D.G. 2002. History and causes of the extirpation of the Providence petrel (Pterodroma 
solandri) on Norfolk Island. Notornis 49(4): 246-258. 
Medway, D.G. 2002. Why were Providence petrels (Pterodroma solandri) nocturnal at Norfolk Island? 
Notornis 49(4): 268-270. 
Shirihai, H. 2004. Pioneering pelagics (Voyage of discovery). Birdwatch 143: 36-39. 
Whitley, G. 1934. The doom of the Bird of Providence, Pterodroma melanopus (Gmelin). The 
Australian Zoologist 8: 42-49. 
Wiles, G.J. et al 2004. New and Noteworthy Bird Records for Micronesia, 1986–2003. Micronesica 
37(1): 69-96.  
Wood, K.A. 1990. Seasonal abundance and marine habitats of Procellaria Fulmarine and Gadfly 
Petrels off central New South Wales. Notornis 37(2): 81-105. 
 
Magenta Petrel  
Pterodroma magentae [Giglioli and Salvadori 1869, Pacific Ocean in position 39° 38' S, 125° 58' W]. 
Breeding: Chatham Islands (New Zealand region). 
Non-breeding: Not fully known but may disperse E over SC Pacific perhaps as far as the Humboldt 
current. 
Known from a single specimen collected by the crew of the Italian ship ‘Magenta’ on the 22 July 1867 
in position 39° S, 126° W (SE Pacific S of Pitcairn) until January 1973 when 2 birds were observed 
and later in January 1978 when 2 birds were trapped in Tuku Valley on Rekohu, the main Chatham 
Island. 
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Other name: Chatham Island Taiko.  
 
Anon. 1987. Hot news from Chatham Island, New Zealand. World Birdwatch 9(4): 4. 
Bell, B.D. & Robertson, C.J.R. Seabirds of the Chatham Islands, pp. 219-228. Found in: Nettleship, 
D.N. et al (eds.) 1994. Seabirds on Islands Threats, Case Studies and Action Plans. Cambridge, 
BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series no. 1). 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1964 The relationship between the Magenta Petrel and the Chatham Island Taiko. 
Notornis 11: 139-144. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1995. Notes on a Gadfly petrel Pterodroma sp. collected off the Antipodes Islands. 
Notornis 42(2): 78. 
Crockett, D.E. 1994. Rediscovery of the Chatham Island Taiko Pterodroma magentae. Notornis 
41(Supplement): 49-60. 
Fraser, M. 2009. ListCheck. Birdwatch 203: 55. 
Giglioli, H.H. & Salvadori, T. 1869. On some new Procelariidae collected on a voyage round the 
World in 1865-1868 by H.I.M.’s ‘Magenta’. Ibis 5: 61-68. 
Howell, S.N.G. 2005. At-sea photograph record of Magenta Petrel. Dutch Birding 27(2): 124-126. 
Howell, S.N.G. et al 1996. New information on the distribution of three species of Southern Ocean 
gadfly petrels (Pterodroma spp.). Notornis 43(2): 71-78. 
Imber, M.J. et al 1994. Chatham Island Taiko Pterodroma magentae management and research, 
1987-1993: predator control, productivity and breeding biology. Notornis 41(Supplement): 61-68. 
Imber, M.J. et al 1994. Finding the burrows of the Chatham Island Taiko Pterodroma magentae by 
radio telemetry. Notornis 41(Supplement): 69-96. 
Imber, M.J. et al 1998. A second intact specimen of the Chatham Island taiko (Pterodroma 
magentae). Notornis 45: 247-254. 
Imber, M.J. et al 2005. Non-breeding behaviour of Magenta Petrels Pterodroma magentae at 
Chatham Island, New Zealand. Ibis 147(4): 758-763. 
Johnston, R.B. 2003. Breeding and fledging behaviour of the Chatham Taiko (Magenta Petrel) 
Pterodroma magentae, and predator activity at burrows. Marine Ornithology 31: 193-197. 
Lawrence, H.A. et al 2009. DNA sequencing detects an additional museum specimen of the 
Chatham Island taiko (Pterodroma magentae). Notornis 55: 216-218. 
Lawrence, H.A. et al 2009. Molecular evidence for the identity of the Magenta Petrel. Molecular 
Ecology Resources 9: 458-461. 
Ogle, M. 2002. Chatham Island Taiko Final Report 2000/2001. Tuku Field Centre, New Zealand. 
Plantema, O. 2009. Magenta Petrel photographed off Chatham Islands in November 2008. Dutch 
Birding 31(3): 171. 
Russ, R. & Shirihai, H. 2000. The birds, marine mammals, habitat and history of the subantarctic 
islands off New Zealand. Alula 6(3): 82-147 (123 & 126). 
 
Murphy's Petrel  
Pterodroma ultima [Murphy 1949, Oeno Island, S Pacific]. 
Breeding: Henderson Island, Oeno & Ducie (Pitcairn group, C Pacific), Mururoa & Fangataufa Atolls 
(Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia), Rapa (Bass Islands, Austral Islands group, S French 
Polynesia), Manui (Gambier Islands, Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia). 
Non-breeding: C tropical and sub-tropical Pacific Ocean; probably disperses northwards as far as 
Hawaii, Oahu & the French Frigate Shoals. 
Robert Cushman Murphy (1887-1973), American naturalist who found the first live Cahow since the 
17th century in 1951. 
 
Bain, M. & Holder, M. 1997. Cross Canada Round-up. Birders Journal 6(2): 55-67 (55). 
Bell, B. & Bell, D. 1998. Pitcairn paradise preserved. World Birdwatch 20(1): 8-11 (10). 
Bourne, W.R.P. & David, A.C.F. 1983. Henderson Island, central south Pacific, and its birds. 
Notornis 30: 233-252. 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Brooke, M.de L. 1995. The breeding biology of the gadfly petrels Pterodroma spp. of the Pitcairn 
Islands: characteristics, population sizes and controls. Biological Journal of the Linnean Society 56(1-
2): 213-231. 
Brooke, M.de L. 1996. The calls of Murphy's Petrel (Pterodroma ultima). Notornis 43(1): 50-53. 
Gould, P.J. & King, W.B. 1967. General Notes (Records of Four Species of Pterodroma from the 
Central Pacific Ocean). The Auk 84(4): 591-594. 
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Rowlands, B.W. & Trueman, T. 1999. First Atlantic Murphy's Petrel, Pterodoma ultima, at St Helena. 
Bulletin of the African Bird Club 6(1): 25-28. 
Thibault, J-C, & Bretagnolle, V. 1999. Breeding Seabirds of Gambier Islands, Eastern Polynesia: 
Numbers and Changes during the 20th Century. Emu 99: 100-107. 
Zimmer, K.J. 1992. Murphy's Petrels on Ducie Atoll: another piece of the puzzle. American Birds 46: 
1100-1105. 
 
Soft-plumaged Petrel  
Pterodroma mollis [Gould 1844, S Atlantic Ocean between 20° S and 40° S]. 
[P.m. mollis] Breeding: Tristan da Cunha & Gough Island (S Atlantic) and Antipodes Islands (New 
Zealand region). 
[P.m. dubia] Breeding: Prince Edward & Marion Islands, E Crozet Islands, Kerguelen & possibly 
Amsterdam Island (S Indian Ocean), Maatsuyker Islands (S Tasmania) & possibly Macquarie Island 
(Australia region). 
Non-breeding: S Atlantic and Indian oceans as far N as 35° S and SW Pacific in the vicinity of New 
Zealand. 
1st WP Record: 25 March 1997. Gulf of Aqaba off the North Beach, Eilat, Israel (Shirihai 1999). 
 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1983. The Soft-plumaged Petrel, the Gon-gon and the Freira, Pterodroma mollis, P. 
feae, and P. madeira. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 103: 52-58. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1992. Debatable British and Irish seabirds. Birding World 5(10): 382-390. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1993. Letters (Pterodroma petrels names and distribution). Birding World 6(12): 491. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1995. Notes on a Gadfly petrel Pterodroma sp. collected off the Antipodes Islands. 
Notornis 42(2): 78.138-139. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 2000. Letter (Conservation, taxonomy, nomenclature and gadfly petrels). British 
Birds 93(11): 571. 
Bretagnolle, V. 1995. Systematics of the Soft-plumaged petrel Pterodroma mollis complex: new 
insight from vocalizations. Ibis 137: 207-218. 
Carter, M. 1989. Letters (Identification of Soft-plumaged Petrel). Birding World 2(11): 405. 
Catley, G. 2009. A Soft-plumaged Petrel in Arctic Norway - the first record for the North Atlantic 
region. Birding World 22(6): 249-252. 
Cheshire, N. 1986. Oceanic sightings of the Black-bellied Storm-Petrel and other seabirds off South 
Australia. South Australian Ornithologist 30(1): 15-18. 
Clarke, R.H. & Schulz, M. 2005. Land-based observations of seabirds off sub-Antarctic Macquarie 
Island during 2002 and 2003. Marine Ornithology 33: 7-17 (13). 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 
Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (322). 
Cooper, J. et al 1995. A success story: breeding of burrowing petrels (Procellariidae) before and after 
the eradication of feral cats Felis catus at sub-Antarctic Marion Island. Marine Ornithology 23: 33-37. 
Duirez, O. et al 2005. Birds and wildlife of the French subantarctic islands: Crozet, Kerguelen and 
Amsterdam & St. Paul. Dutch Birding 27(2): 87-115 (102, plate 128). 
Eds. 1992. A Soft-plumaged Petrel in the USA. Birding World 5(6): 204. 
Enticott, J.W. 1999. Identification of Soft-plumaged Petrel. British Birds 84(7): 245-264. 
Gantlett, S. 1995. Identification forum: field separation of Fea's, Zino's and Soft-plumaged Petrels. 
Birding World 8(7): 256-260. 
Harrop, A.H.J. 2004. The 'soft-plumaged petrel' complex: a review of the literature on taxonomy, 
identification and distribution. British Birds 97(1): 6-15. 
Howell, S. 1996. Letters (Pterodroma identification revisited). Birding World 9(7): 276-277. 
King, J. 1995. OrnithoNews (Pterodroma taxonomy revisited). Birding World 8(9): 357. 
Knox, A. 1989. Letters (Proposed changes to the Voous List). British Birds 82(3): 119-120. 
Knox, A. 1995. Letters (Pterodroma taxonomy). Birding World 8(8): 424. 
Luijendijk, T.J.C. 2009. Dark Pterodroma petrels. Dutch Birding 31(6): 368. 
Madge, S. 1990. Letters (Soft-plumaged Petrels at Sea). Birding World 3(4): 138. 
Montalti, D. et al 1999. New records of vagrant birds in the South Atlantic and in the Antarctic. Polish 
Polar Research 20(4): 347-354. 
Ryan, P. 2008. Important Bird Areas: Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. British Birds 101(11): 586-
606. 
Schramm, M. 1983. The breeding biologies of the petrels Pterodroma macroptera, P. brevirostris and 
P. mollis at Marion Island. Emu 83: 75-81. 
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Schramm, M. 1986. The diet of chicks of Great-winged, Kerguelen and Soft-plumaged Petrels at the 
Prince Edward Islands. Ostrich 57(1): 9-15. 
Scott, B. & Dickson, W. 2000. News and Comment (Taxonomic changes). British Birds 93(9): 464. 
Shirihai, H. 1996. The Birds of Israel. Academic Press. 
Shirihai, H. 1999. Fifty species new to Israel, 1979-1998: their discovery and documentation, with tips 
on identification. Sandgrouse 21: 45-105. 
Steele, J. 2006. From the Rarities Committee's files: Do we know what British 'soft-plumaged petrels' 
are? British Birds 99(8): 404-419. 
Taylor, G.A. 2000. Action Plan for Seabird Conservation in New Zealand. Part B: Non-Threatened 
Seabirds. Biodiversity Recovery Unit, Department of Conservation. Wellington, New Zealand. 
Tove, M. 1993. Letters (Soft-plumaged Petrels in the NW Atlantic). Birding World 6(10): 414. 
Tove, M. 1994. Letters (Pterodroma identification). Birding World 7(7): 286. 
Wiltshire, A. et al 2004. First record of Soft-plumaged Petrels, Pterodroma mollis, breeding in 
Australia. Emu 104(4): 363-368. 
Woinarski, J.C.Z. et al 1983. The breeding biologies of the Petrels Pterodroma macroptera, P. 
brevirostris and P. mollis at Marion Island. Emu 83(2): 75-81. 
Zonfrillo, B. 1994. Letters (The soft-plumaged petrel group). Birding World 7(2): 71-72. 
 
Fea's Petrel  
Pterodroma feae [Salvadori 1899, San Nicolas Island, Cape Verde Islands]. 
Breeding: Fogo, Santo Antão , São Nicolau & possibly Santiago (Cape Verde Islands) & the Azores. 
Non-breeding: Across N Atlantic to E coast of USA and N to Ireland & UK. 
Other names: Gon Gon, Cape Verde Petrel. 
Leonardo Fea (1852-1903), Italian zoologist, explorer, painter & naturalist. Fea’s Petrel was given its 
name by Count Adelardo Tommaso Salvadori Paleotti from a specimen collected by Leonardo Fea on 
the Cape Verde Islands. 
 
Barone, R. & Hering, J. 2010. Recent bird records from Fogo, Cape Verde Islands. Bulletin of the 
African Bird Club 17(1): 72-78 (73). 
Bevan, J. 2001. Reports (Battling birder swaps tears for Fea's). Birdwatch 111: 52. 
Bibby, C.J. & del Nevo, A.J. 1991. A first record of Pterodroma feae from the Azores. Bulletin of the 
British Ornithologist' Club 111: 183-186. 
Bishop, C. 2001. Reports (In Wilson's paradise). Birdwatch 112: 51. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1983. The Soft-plumaged Petrel, the Gon-gon and the Freira, Pterodroma mollis, P. 
feae, and P. madeira. Bulletin of the British Ornithologist' Club 103: 52-58. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 1993. Letters (Pterodroma petrels names and distribution). Birding World 6(12): 491. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 2000. Letter (Conservation, taxonomy, nomenclature and gadfly petrels). British 
Birds 93(11): 571. 
Bourne, W.R.P. 2007. Letters (Atlantic gadfly petrels). British Birds 100(9): 559. 
Bretagnolle, V. 1995. Systematics of the Soft-plumaged petrel Pterodroma mollis complex: new 
insight from vocalizations. Ibis 137: 207-218. 
Brinkley, E.S. & Patteson, J.B. 1998. Gadfly petrels in the western North Atlantic. Birding World 
11(9): 341-354. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 32nd Report 
(October 2005). Ibis 148: 198-201. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2006. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 33rd Report 
(April 2006). Ibis 148: 594. 
Britton, D. 1992. Letters (Looking for Soft-plumaged Petrels). Birding World 5(8): 307. 
Callahan, D. 2010. Taxonomy (Seabird splits). Birdwatch 217: 25-27. 
Collinson, M. 2006. Splitting headaches? Recent taxonomic changes affecting the British and 
Western Palearctic lists. British Birds 99(6): 306-323 (322). 
Disley, T. 2003. Presumed Fea’s Petrel, North Ronaldsay, Orkney, 21st September 2002. Birding 
Scotland 6: 83-84. 
Dubois, P. 2007. Première mention française d'un pétrel de type Pétrel gongon / Pétrel de Madère 
(Pterodroma feae / Pterodroma madeira) [First record of Fea’s / Zino’s Petrel Pterodroma feae / 
Pterodroma madeira for France]. Ornithos 14(2): 128-130. 
Enticott, J.W. 1999. Britain and Ireland's First 'Soft-plumaged Petrel' - an Historical and Personal 
Perspective. British Birds 92(10): 504-518. 
Enticott, J.W. 1999. Identification of Soft-plumaged Petrel. British Birds 84(7): 245-264. 
Fisher, A. & Flood, B. 2001. The Fea's Petrel off the Isles of Scilly. Birding World 14(7): 289-292. 
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Fisher, A. & Flood, B. 2006. Fea's Petrel off Scilly: new to Britain. British Birds 99(8): 394-400.  
Flood, B. & Lascelles, B. 2004. Another Fea's off Scilly. Birding World 17(9): 392. 
Flood, B. 2001. Reports (Petro-drama on Scilly pelagic). Birdwatch 111: 52. 
Fraser, M. 2008. ListCheck. Birdwatch 193: 55. 
Fraser, M. 2009. ListCheck. Birdwatch 207: 49. 
Gantlett, S. 1995. Identification forum: field separation of Fea's, Zino's and Soft-plumaged Petrels. 
Birding World 8(7): 256-260. 
Gutiérrez, R. et al 2009. Aberrantly dark Fea's Petrel trapped in Cape Verde Islands in March 2007. 
Dutch Birding 31(5): 302-304. 
Harrop, A. 2001. Letters (Separation of Fea's and Zino's Petrels). Birding World 14(12): 512. 
Harrop, A.H.J. 2004. The 'soft-plumaged petrel' complex: a review of the literature on taxonomy, 
identification and distribution. British Birds 97(1): 6-15. 
Hazevoet, C.J. Status and conservation of seabirds in the Cape Verdes, pp. 279-293. Found in: 
Nettleship, D.N. et al (eds.) 1994. Seabirds on Islands Threats, Case Studies and Action Plans. 
Cambridge, BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series no. 1). 
Hess, P. 2008. News and Notes (Fea's or Zino's Petrel). Birding 40(6): 28. 
Holmström, N. 2005. A birding trip to the Salvage Islands. Birding World 18(8): 325-337. 
Hooker, S.K. & Baird, R.W. 1997. A Fea's Petrel off Nova Scotia: The First Record for Canada. 
Birders Journal 6(5): 245-248. 
Howell, S. & Patteson, B. 2007. Moult and Fea's Petrel identification. Birding World 20(5): 201-202. 
Howell, S. 1996. Letters (Pterodroma identification revisited). Birding World 9(7): 276-277. 
Jesus, J. et al 2009. Phylogenetic relationships of gadfly petrels Pterodroma spp. from the 
Northeastern Atlantic Ocean: molecular evidence for specific status of Bugio and Cape Verde petrels 
and implications for conservation. Bird Conservation International 19: 199-214. 
King, J. 1995. OrnithoNews (Pterodroma taxonomy revisited). Birding World 8(9): 357. 
Knox, A. 1989. Letters (Proposed changes to the Voous List). British Birds 82(3): 119-120. 
Knox, A. 1995. Letters (Pterodroma taxonomy). Birding World 8(8): 424. 
Lees, A.C. 2005. Macaronesian endemic birds: their taxonomy, status and conservation. Alula 11(1): 
12-24 (13). 
Lees, J. 2001. The 14th annual Scillonian pelagic trip. Birding World 14(8): 326-328. 
Lees, J.S. 2006. Fea's Petrel in the Western Approaches. British Birds 99(8): 401-403. 
Luijendijk, T.J.C. 2009. Dark Pterodroma petrels. Dutch Birding 31(6): 368. 
Marr, T. 2001. Letters (Identification of Fea's and Zino's Petrels). Birding World 14(12): 512. 
McGeehan, A. 1991. Soft-plumaged Petrel in Co. Down. Irish Birding News 2(1): 9-13. 
McGeehan, A. 1995. Birding from the hip (Blood pressure - There are times to let fly). Birdwatch 41: 
27. 
McGeehan, A. 1996. The new target for British seawatchers. Birdwatch 53: 8-9. 
McGeehan, A. 1998. Appearance of 'Blue Fulmar' and potential confusion with 'soft-plumaged 
petrels'. Dutch Birding 20(2): 67-68. 
McGeehan, A. 2001. Autumn seawatching in Ireland. Dutch Birding 23(4): 119-131 (120). 
McGeehan, A. et al 1994. Masterguide (Enigma variations). Birdwatch 26: 42-45. 
Monteiro, L.R. & Furness, R.W. 1995. Fea’s Petrel Pterodroma feae in the Azores. Bulletin of the 
British Ornithologist' Club 115: 9-14. 
Monteiro, L.R. & Zino, E.A. 2000. The status and distribution of Fea’s Petrel Pterodroma feae in the 
Cape Verde Islands. Atlantic Seabirds 2: 73-86. 
Mullarney, K. 2001. Seawatching (View from the top). Birdwatch 110: 32-35. 
Patteson, B. & Sutherland, K. 2009. Gadfly petrels and other seabirds in the Gulf Stream off Cape 
Hatteras. Birding World 22(4): 151-161. 
Patteson, J.B. & Brinkley, E.S. 2004. A Petrel Primer. The Gadflies of North Carolina. Birding 36(6): 
586-596. 
Portier, B. 1999. Autumn seawatching in northern France in the 1990s. Birding World 12(8): 334-338 
(335). 
Prytherch, R. & Everett, M. 1983. News and Comment (Two new species for the western 
Palearctic?). British Birds 76(9): 419. 
Ratcliffe, N. et al 2000. The status and distribution of Fea’s Petrel Pterodroma feae in the Cape 
Verde Islands. Atlantic Seabirds 2: 73–86. 
Rogers, S. 2001. Reports (Second bite of the cherry as another Fea's delights). Birdwatch 112: 50-
51. 
Rowlands, A. 2011. The Carl Zeiss Award (Fea’s-type petrel, at sea, near Grassholm, 
Pembrokeshire, July 2010). British Birds 104(8): 462-465. 
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Desertas Petrel  
Pterodroma deserta [Mathews 1934]. 
Breeding: Bugio Island (Desertas Islands, 25' SE of Madeira) and possibly the Azores.  
Non-breeding: Not fully established, possibly tropical & sub-tropical waters of N Atlantic. 
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Bermuda Petrel  
Pterodroma cahow [Nichols and Mowbray 1916, SE side of Castle Island, Bermuda]. 
Breeding: Nonsuch Island and other rocky islets in Castle Harbour (Bermuda). 
Non-breeding: Disperses over N Atlantic as far as the Grand Banks to the north and the Azores to the 
east. 
Unrecorded for over 300 years until 1951 when Robert Cushman Murphy discovered 18 nesting pairs 
in Castle Harbour. 
Other name: Cahow. 
1st WP Record: 17 November 2002. Ilhéu da Vila, Santa Maria, Azores. Joel Bried. Remained until 13 
December and presumed the same individual returned to the same location during November 2003 
and December 2006 (Bried 2003). 
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Black-capped Petrel  
Pterodroma hasitata [Kuhl (ex Forster) 1820]. 
Breeding: Massif de la Selle & Massif de la Hotte (SE Haiti), Sierra de Baoruco (Dominican Republic), 
Sierra Maestra (Cuba) & possibly Dominica. Probably extinct on Guadeloupe. 
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Non-breeding: Waters of the Caribbean and Atlantic from NE Brazil to NE USA. Regular off Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina. 
Other names: Capped Petrel, Diablotín (devil bird). 
1st WP Record: [female] March or April 1850. Southacre, near Swaffham, Norfolk, England. Found 
tangled in a furze bush where it was captured and subsequently killed (Newton 1852). 
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Jamaica Petrel  
Pterodroma caribbaea [Carte 1866]. 
Breeding (if extant): the Blue and John Crow Mountains (E Jamaica) and possibly Guadeloupe & 
Dominica (all Caribbean). 
Non-breeding: Not known. 
Quite possibly extinct as a result of human predation (chicks harvested as food) and the adverse 
effects of introduced species. May just be some surviving in the more inaccessible parts of the John 
Crow Mountains in east Jamaica. 
Other name: Blue Mountain Duck. 
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Juan Fernandez Petrel  
Pterodroma externa [Salvin 1875, islands of Más Afuera and Juan Fernández, E Pacific]. 
Breeding: Isla Alejandro Selkirk (Juan Fernandez Islands, off Chile, SE Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Tropical and subtropical waters of the E Pacific N to Hawaii and regularly off W 
Mexico. 
Other name: Pacific Petrel. 
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Vanuatu Petrel  
Pterodroma occulta [Imber & Tennyson 2001, 30 miles E of Mera Lava, Banks Islands, Vanuatu]. 
Breeding: Vanua Lava & probably Mere Lava (Banks Islands, N Vanuatu, S Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Not established however storm wrecked bird was found in New South Wales, Australia 
in 1993. 
Six specimens of this species were collected by the Whitney South Sea Expedition in January 1927 
off the Banks Islands in northern Vanuatu. Initially they were identified as the very similar White-
necked Petrel. 
Other name: Falla's Petrel. 
Sir Robert Alexander Falla (1901-1979), New Zealand museum administrator and ornithologist. 
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Kermadec Petrel  
Pterodroma neglecta [Schlegel 1863, Sunday Island = Raoul Island, Kermadec Group]. 
[P.n. neglecta] Breeding: Round Island (SW Indian Ocean), Lord Howe Island & Ball’s Pyramid 
(Tasman Sea), Philip Island (Norfolk group, Tasman Sea, Australia region), Kermadec Islands (SW 
Pacific), Ata (S Tonga archipelago), Rapa (Bass Islands, Austral Islands group, S French Polynesia), 
Mangareva & Morane Atoll (Gambier Islands, Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia), Pitcairn, 
Henderson Island, Oeno & Ducie (Pitcairn group, C Pacific) & Easter Island (SE Pacific).  
[P.n. juana] Breeding: San Félix & San Ambrosio Island (Desventuradas Islands, off Chile, E Pacific) 
& Juan Fernández Islands (off Chile, SE Pacific). 
Non-breeding: Disperses over much of tropical & subtropical Pacific Ocean. 
Other name: Variable Petrel. 
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Herald Petrel  
Pterodroma heraldica [Salvin 1888]. 
Breeding: Raine Island (off Cape York Peninsula, NE Australia), Chesterfield Islands (New Caledonia, 
SW Pacific), Tau Island (Manu Group, American Samoa), Marquesas Islands (N French Polynesia), 
Gambier Islands (Tuamotu Archipelago, French Polynesia), Ducie (Pitcairn group, C Pacific) & Easter 
Island (SE Pacific). Possibly on Niuafoou (Tonga) & Rarotonga (Cook Islands) 
Non-breeding: SC Pacific as far as 30°S and NC Pacific where it has reached Hawaii. 
Named after HMS Herald which collected the type specimen in the Chesterfield Islands while 
conducting surveys in the Pacific from 1845 to 1851. During that voyage the onboard naturalist was 
John MacGillivray. 
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Trindade Petrel  
Pterodroma arminjoniana [Giglioli and Salvadori 1869, near South Trinidad (= Trinidade) Island]. 
Breeding: Trindade Island & Martin Vas (Martin Vas archipelago, off C Brazil, S Atlantic) and possibly 
this species on Round Island (N of Mauritius, Indian Ocean) and North Keeling Island (Cocos Islands, 
Indian Ocean). 
Non-breeding: In the Atlantic as far N as North Carolina where regularly seen and Azores where very 
rare. 
Previously considered a race of Herald Petrel. As the type specimen was collected on Trindade Island 
this species retains the original scientific name.  
Name pronounced as Treen-DA-djze. 
Other names: Round Island Petrel, Arminjon's Petrel.  
Vittorio Arminjon (1830-1897), Italian naval officer. His ship, the Regina, collected the type specimen 
in 1865 while on a voyage from Naples to Montevideo. 
1st WP Record (dark morph): 18 July 1997. 10' S of Pico Island, Azores. Roland Seitre & Julie Seitre 
(Dubois & Seitre 1997). 
1st WP Record (pale morph): 17 May 2006. 6’ N of Faial, Azores. Manuel Pinguinhas (Pinguinhas 
2006). 
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Henderson Petrel  
Pterodroma atrata [Mathews 1912] 
Breeding: Henderson Island (Pitcairn group, C Pacific) and possibly some islands in French 
Polynesia. 
Non-breeding: Difficult to establish due to the difficulty of separating them from dark-phase Herald 
Petrel but presumed to be in the tropical Pacific. 
This species was previously considered to be a dark-phase Herald Petrel until genetic and behaviour 
differences confirmed its status as a full species.  
Named after Henderson Island, which in turn is named after Captain James Henderson, master of the 
vessel Hercules, which visited the island in 1819. 
 
Bourne, W.R.P. & David, A.C.F. 1983. Henderson Island, central south Pacific, and its birds. 
Notornis 30: 233-252. 
Brooke, M. 2010. Important Bird Areas, Henderson Island. British Birds 103(8): 428-444. 
Brooke, M de L. & Rowe, G. 1996. Behavioural and molecular evidence for specific status of dark 
and light morphs of the Herald Petrel Pterodroma heraldica. Ibis 138: 420-432. 



 

22  

Brooke, M.de L. 1995. The breeding biology of the gadfly petrels Pterodroma spp. of the Pitcairn 
Islands: characteristics, population sizes and controls. Biological Journal of the Linnean Society 56(1-
2): 213-231. 
Brooke, M.de L. et al 2010. Potential for rat predation to cause decline of the globally threatened 
Henderson petrel Pterodroma atrata: evidence from the field, stable isotopes and population 
modelling. Endangered Species Research 11: 47-59. 
Hilton, G.M. & Cuthbert, R.J. 2010. The catastrophic impact of invasive mammalian predators on 
birds of the UK Overseas Territories: a review and synthesis. Ibis 152: 443-458. 
Pitches, A. 2010. News and Comment (UK Government to fund rat eradication on Henderson Island). 
British Birds 103(12): 742. 
Pitches, A. 2011. News and Comment (Henderson Island rodent eradication update). British Birds 
104(8): 469. 
 
Phoenix Petrel  
Pterodroma alba [Gmelin 1789, Turtle and Christmas Islands = Christmas Island]. 
Breeding: Canton Island (Phoenix Islands, Kiribati), Ua Pou, Fatu Huku & Hatutaa (Marquesas 
Islands, N French Polynesia), Kiritimati (Line Islands, C Pacific), Oeno Island (Pitcairn group, C 
Pacific) and possibly on Tonga & the Tuamotu Islands (French Polynesia). 
Non-breeding: Disperses over much of the tropical Pacific as far N as Hawaii and as far S as the 
Kermadec Islands. 
Other name: Te Ruru. 
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Barau's Petrel  
Pterodroma baraui [Jouanin 1964, Saint Denis, Réunion]. 
Breeding: Massif of Piton des Nieges (Réunion, Mascarene archipelago, W Indian Ocean). 
Non-breeding: Tropical and sub-tropical Indian Ocean as far as W Australia. 
Armand Barau (1921-1989), agronomist, landowner and amateur ornithologist in Réunion. 
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Hawaiian Petrel  
Pterodroma sandwichensis [Ridgway 1884]. 
Breeding: Kaua'i, Maui, Lana'i & Hawai'i and possibly O'ahu (all Hawaiian Islands). 
Non-breeding: Tropical E Pacific between 20°N & 10°S and further N during spring and summer. 
Other name: Uau. 
Previously treated as conspecific with Galapágos Petrel as Dark-rumped Petrel P.phaeopygia. 
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Galapágos Petrel  
Pterodroma phaeopygia [Salvin 1876, Chatham Island, Galapágos Islands]. 
Breeding: San Cristóbal, Santa Cruz, Santiago, Floreana & Isabela (Galapágos Islands). 
Non-breeding: Probably disperses E and SE towards the area of the Humboldt current to about 17°S. 
Previously considered to include Hawaiian Petrel as Dark-rumped Petrel. 
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Mottled Petrel  
Pterodroma inexpectata [J.R. Forster 1844, Antarctic Ocean]. 
Breeding: Mary Island on Lake Hauroko in Fiordland National Park (South Island, New Zealand), 
some islands off Fiordland, islands in the Foveaux Strait, Solander Islands, some islands around 
Stewart Island and Snares Islands (all off South Island, New Zealand). 
Non-breeding: N throughout the Pacific to the Bering Sea, Gulf of Alaska & Aleutian Islands. 
Other names: Scaled Petrel, Peale’s Petrel, Rainbird, Korure. 
Titian Ramsay Peale (1799-1885), American artist, naturalist, entomologist and photographer who 
collected in the Pacific. 
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White-necked Petrel  
Pterodroma cervicalis [Salvin 1891, Kermadec Islands]. 
Breeding: Macauley Island (Kermadec Islands, SW Pacific) & Philip Island (Norfolk group, Tasman 
Sea, Australia region). 
Non-breeding: Tropical and subtropical N & SW Pacific. 
Other names: White-naped Petrel, Black capped Petrel, Sunday Island Petrel. 
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Black-winged Petrel  
Pterodroma nigripennis [Rothschild 1893, Kermadec Islands]. 
Breeding: Islands off New Caledonia (SW Pacific), islands off Lord Howe Island (Tasman Sea) and 
Philip Island (Norfolk group, Tasman Sea, Australia region), Cape Maria van Dieman (NW tip of North 
Island, New Zealand), Portland Island & East Island (off E North Island, New Zealand), Kermadec 
Islands (SW Pacific), Rangatira, Star Keys & Mangere (Chatham Islands, New Zealand region), 
Tubuai Island (Austral Islands group, S French Polynesia), Rapa (Bass Islands, Austral Islands group, 
S French Polynesia) and probably islands off NE Queensland & New South Wales (Australia). 
Non-breeding: Tropical and sub-tropical NC & S Pacific. 
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Chatham Islands Petrel  
Pterodroma axillaris [Salvin 1893, Chatham Islands]. 
Breeding: Rangatira & Pitt Island (where re-introduced), Chatham Islands (New Zealand region). 
Non-breeding: Not known. 
Other name: Ranguru. 
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Bonin Petrel  
Pterodroma hypoleuca [Salvin 1888, N Pacific Ocean]. 
Breeding: Volcano Island & Bonin Island (Japan region) and French Frigate Shoals, Laysan Island, 
Lisianski Island, Pearl & Hermes Reefs, Midway Atoll & the Kure Atoll (NW Hawaiian Islands). 
Non-breeding: Subtropical W & C North Pacific. 
Other name: Stout-billed Petrel. 
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Gould's Petrel  
Pterodroma leucoptera [Gould 1844, Cabbage Tree Island, Port Stephens, New South Wales, 
Australia]. 
[P.l. leucoptera] Breeding: Cabbage Tree Island & Boondelbah Island (off New South Wales, 
Australia). 
[P.l. caledonica] Breeding: Grand Terre Mts. (New Caledonia, SW Pacific) & possibly Vanuatu (S 
Pacific). In addition, the specific identity of birds on Raivavae (Austral Islands, French Polynesia) 
could possibly be this species or Collared Petrel. 
Non-breeding: Across tropical Pacific towards 10°N and E as far as the Galapágos Islands.  
Other names: White-winged Petrel, Sooty-capped Petrel, White-throated Petrel, New Caledonia 
Petrel (caledonica). 
John Gould, aka 'The Bird Man' (1804-1881), British ornithologist, artist and taxidermist who spent two 
years in Australia studying the birdlife. 
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Collared Petrel  
Pterodroma brevipes [Peale 1848]. 
[P.b. brevipes] Breeding: Gau & Kadavu (Fiji). Possibly on Viti Levu, Ovalau & Vanuabalavu (all Fiji), 
Tau (Western Samoa), Rarotonga (Cook Islands), S Vanuatu (S Pacific) & Makira (Solomon Islands). 
In addition, the specific identity of birds on Raivavae (Austral Islands, French Polynesia) could 
possibly be this species or Gould’s Petrel.  
[P.b. magnificens] Breeding: Not known, possibly Vanua Lava (Banks Islands, N Vanuatu). 
Non-breeding: Tropical Pacific between 10°N and 10°S as far E as the Galapágos Islands.  
Other name: Magnificent Petrel (magnificens). 
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Rollo Beck collected 6 small dark Collared Petrel specimens on the Whitney South Sea Expedition in 
1927. In December 2009 Vincent Bretagnolle and Hadoram Shirihai observed and photographed this 
small dark form that is now described as P.b. magnificens (Shirihai & Bretagnolle 2010). 
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Cook's Petrel  
Pterodroma cookii [G.R. Gray 1843, New Zealand]. 
Breeding: Codfish Island (near Stewart Island, off South Island, New Zealand), Little Barrier Island 
and probably Great Barrier Island (off North Island, New Zealand). 
Non-breeding: Throughout N & S Pacific. 
Other names: Blue-footed Petrel, Titi. 
Capt. James Cook (1728-1779), explorer and commander of HMS Endeavour. 
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De Filippi's Petrel  
Pterodroma defilippiana [Giglioli and Salvadori 1869, off the coast between Callao, Peru and 
Valparaíso, Chile]. 
Breeding: San Ambrosio & San Félix (Desventurada Islands, off Chile, E Pacific) Santa Clara and 
islets off Más á Tierra (Juan Fernández Islands, off Chile, SE Pacific). 
Non-breeding: In the vicinity of the Humboldt and Peru currents (E Pacific). 
Other name: Más á Tierra Petrel. 
Filippo de' Filippi (1841-1867), Italian doctor, traveller and zoolologist. 
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Stejneger's Petrel  
Pterodroma longirostris [Stejneger 1893, Province of Mutzu, Hondo, Japan]. 
Breeding: Alejandro Selkirk Island (Juan Fernandez Islands, Chile). 
Non-breeding: Temperate N Pacific with main concentrations in sub-tropical NW Pacific reaching as 
far as sub-tropical waters off SW Japan. 
Dr. Leonhard Hess Stejneger (1851-1943), (pronounced staynegger) Norwegian ornithologist & 
herpetologist who settled in the USA and became curator of reptiles in the Smithsonian Institute. 
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Pycroft's Petrel  
Pterodroma pycrofti [Falla 1933, Taranga, Hen Island, New Zealand].  
Breeding: Poor Knights Islands, Hen & Chicken Islands, Mercury Island & Ririwha and introduced to 
Cuvier Island (all off North Island, New Zealand). 
Non-breeding: Poorly known, probably N to equatorial Pacific. 
Arthur T. Pycroft (1875-1971), New Zealand naturalist. 
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