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Introduction 
I have endeavoured to keep typos, errors, omissions etc in this list to a minimum, however when 
you find more I would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2011 & 2012 to: 
josephobbs@gmail.com. 
Grateful thanks to Ross Ahmed and Martin Garner (http://birdingfrontiers.com) for the cover images. 
All images © the photographers. 
Joe Hobbs 
 
Index 
The general order of species and subspecies follows the International Ornithological Congress’ World 
Bird List, which places Thick-billed Warbler, Dark-capped Yellow Warbler and Mountain Yellow-
warbler in the genus Iduna.  
    
Version  
Version 1.4 (1 September 2011). 
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Main image: Booted Warbler. Sarykopa, Aqtobe, Kazakhstan. 17 July 2010. Ross Ahmed.  
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Thick-billed Warbler  
Iduna aedon [Pallas 1776, SE Transbaikalia, E Siberia, Russia] 
[I.a. aedon] Tomsk E to Kansk and S to Lake Teletskoy (Altai, SC Siberia) & E Sayan Mts (SC 
Siberia) and adjacent NW Mongolia. Winters Nepal, E & S India E to Myanmar & Thailand. 
[I.a. stegmanni] E Siberia & NE Mongolia E to Sea of Japan and S to NE China. Winters S China & 
Indochina. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 and Parkin & Knox 2010 as Acrocephalus aedon. 
Treated by Kennerley & Pearson 2010 as Phragamaticola aedon. 
1st WP Record: 6 October 1955. Leogh, Fair Isle, Shetland. K.Williamson, V.Thom, I.J.Ferguson-
Lees & H.E.Axell. Trapped (Williamson et al 1956).  
 
Adelson, D.I. & Purandare, R. 2004. Sighting of Thick-billed Warbler Phragmaticola aedon near 
Panchgani, Maharashtra, India. Indian Birds 1(6): 87-88. 
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Chattopadhyay, S. 1978. Occurrence of the Thick-billed Warbler Phragmaticola aedon rufescens 
Stegmann at Baj Baj, West Bengal. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 75(2): 491-492. 
Eischer, K. 1995. The Thick-billed Warbler in Finland. Birding World 8(1): 10-11. 
Grieve, A. 1992. First record of Thick-billed Warbler Acrocephalus aedon in Egypt. Sandgrouse 
14(2): 123-124. 
Harvey, P. 2001. The Thick-billed Warbler on Shetland. Birding World 14(9): 372-373. 
Harvey, P.V. & Shaw, K.D. 2001. Thick-billed Warbler on Out Skerries - the third British record. 
Birding Scotland 4: 154-158. 
Jännes, H. 1995. Paksunokka-kerttunen, kerttuseksi helppo tuntea [Thick-billed Warbler, easy to 
sex]. Alula 1(1): 18-20. 
Lekagul, B. et al 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28). 
Lidster, J. 2003. Monthly Marathon Solution (Thick-billed Warbler). British Birds 96(6): 312-313. 
Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342. 
Sharrock J.T.R. 1983. Mystery photographs (Thick-billed Warbler). British Birds 76(4): 186-187. 
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Shaw, K. 2001. Reports (Shetland birders net the big one). Birdwatch 113: 48-49. 
Shirihai, H. et al 1995. Identification and taxonomy of large Acrocephalus warblers. Dutch Birding 
17(5): 229-239. 
Simpson, J.H. et al 1973. Thick-billed Warbler in Shetland. Scottish Birds 7: 262-263. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2005. Masters of Mystery Solution (Thick-billed Warbler). 
Dutch Birding 27(1): 51-52. 
Watson, G.E. 1985. Replacement name for Acrocephalus aedon rufescens (Stegmann). Bulletin of 
the British Ornithologists’ Club 105: 79. 
Williamson, K. et al 1956. Thick-billed Warbler at Fair Isle: a new British bird. British Birds 49: 89-93. 
Williamson, K. et al. Thick-billed Warbler on Fair Isle, pp. 79-82. Found in: Sharrock, J.T.R. & 
Grant, P.J. 1982. Birds new to Britain and Ireland. T. & A.D. Poyser. 
       
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler  
Iduna natalensis [A. Smith 1847, near Port Natal (= Durban), South Africa]. 
[I.n. natalensis] S Tanzania & E Zambia S to E Zimbabwe & E South Africa. 
[I.n. massaica] SE Sudan & Ethiopia S to E DR Congo, Uganda, Kenya & N Tanzania. 
[I.n. major] Gabon E to S DR Congo and S to Angola and N & W Zambia. 
[I.n. batesi] SE Nigeria E & S to N DR Congo. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Chloropeta natalensis. 
Other names: African Yellow Warbler, Yellow Flycatcher, Yellow Flycatcher-warbler; Natal Yellow 
Warbler (natalensis). 
 
Mountain Yellow Warbler  
Iduna similes [Richmond 1897, Mount Kilimanjaro at 10,000 feet, Tanzania].  
Imatong Mts & Dongatona Mts (S Sudan), Mt. Morongole (NE Uganda), Rwenzoris Mts S to Itombwe 
Forest & Mt. Kabobo (the highlands of E DR Congo, W Rwanda & W Burundi), Mt Kenya, Mt Elgon & 
Mt. Kenya (Kenya) and Crater Highlands (Tanzania) E to Mt. Kilimanjaro and Ukagurus Mts S to 
Njombe (N & E Tanzania) and the Nyika plateau (on the Zambia-Malawi border). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Chloropeta natalensis. 
Other names: Mountain Warbler, Mountain Yellow Flycatcher, Mountain Yellow Flycatcher-warbler, 
Highland Flycatcher-warbler. 
 
Booted Warbler  
Iduna caligata [M.H.C. Lichtenstein 1823, Ilek, Ural River, near Orenburg, SW Russia]. 
Extreme SE Finland, W & SW Russia E to Kazakhstan (except most of W & S), Dzungaria (extreme 
NW China), NW Mongolia & SC Siberia. Winters E Indian subcontinent including Bangladesh. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 and Parkin & Knox 2010 as Hippolais caligata. 
Other name: Eversmann's Warbler. 
Eduard Aleksandrovich Eversmann (1794-1860), Russian entomologist and Professor of Zoology at 
Kazan. 
 
Aalto, T. & Dernjatin, P. 2006. Small Hippolais - warblers revisited - Booted and Sykes's Warblers. 
Alula 12(1): 2-8. 
Baha el Din, S. & Riad, A. 1992. Booted Warbler in Egypt in September 1991. Dutch Birding 14(5): 
176-177. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1995. Mystery Photographs (probable rama Booted Warbler). British Birds 
88(11): 561-564. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2000. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 26th Report 
(October 1999). Ibis 177-179. 
Bushell, C.I. 1984. Notes (Head pattern of Booted Warbler). British Birds 77(8): 366. 
Castell, P. & Kirwan, G.M. 2005. Will the real Sykes's Warbler please stand up? Breeding data 
support specific status for Hippolais rama and H. caligata, with comments on the Arabian population 
of 'booted warbler'. Sandgrouse 27(1): 30-36. 
Castell, P. 1999. Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus apparently predating nest of 
Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata in the United Arab Emirates. Sandgrouse 21(2): 177. 
Corso, A. 2000. Letters (Tail movements of Hippolais warblers). Birding World 13(12): 508. 
de Knijff, P. & van Swelm, N.D. 1998. Letter (Mystery warblers in Tselinograd: an attempt to solve 
part of the problem). British Birds 91(5): 190-192. 
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Dernjatin, P. & Westerbjerg Andersen, M. 2006. Central Asian Hippolais warblers. Alula 12(4): 146-
153. 
Dernjatin, P. 2005. Chokpak - Central Asian songbirds. Alula 11(2): 50-58. 
Dierschke, V. et al 1996. Records of Booted Warbler Hippolias caligata in north-eastern Turkey. 
Sandgrouse 18(2): 66. 
Fraser, M. 2005. ListCheck (Specific identity. Sykes's and Booted warbler). Birdwatch 158: 59. 
Harrap, S. 1988. Identification of Olivaceous and Booted Warblers. Birding World 1(9): 312-315. 
Harrap, S. 1989. Letters (Identification of Booted Warbler). Birding World 2(8): 294. 
Harvey, P. & Bradshaw, C. 1999. From the Rarities Committee's files: Booted Warblers with long 
supercilia: the 1976 Fair Isle bird. British Birds 92(9): 477-479. 
Hirschfeld, E. 1994. On the status of Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata in the United Arab Emirates. 
Emirates Bird Report 18: 100-104. 
Kapanen, M. 1996. Pikkukultarinta - vaatimaton valloittaja [Booted Warbler - a Modest Conquerer]. 
Alula 2(2): 84-88. 
Kapanen, M. 1997. Photonews. Alula 3(1): 34. 
Kivivuori, H. 2000. The Booted Warbler (Hippolais caligata) breeding for the first time in Finland. 
Linnut 35(4): 33-35. 
Lansdown, P. 1986. Mystery photographs (Booted Warbler). British Birds 79(11): 588-589. 
Leivo, M. & Dernjatin, P. 2000. Kazakhstan - The land of the Pallas's Sandgrouse. Alula 6(2): 53-54. 
Lidster, J.A. 2009. From the Rarities Committee's files: The Green Farm Booted Warbler. British 
Birds 102(11): 617-621. 
Lindblom, K. 2008. Booted Warbler and Lanceolated Warbler in Finland. Alula 14(2): 84-90. 
Lindholm, A. & Aalto, T. 2005. The calls of Sykes's and Booted Warblers. Birding World 18(9): 395-
396. 
Lister, S. 1993. Letters (Booted or Sykes Warbler). Birding World 6(12): 492-493. 
Page, D. 2001. Letters (Separating Acrocephalus and Hippolais warblers). British Birds 94(1): 44. 
Rooke, S. 2000. Monthly Marathon Solution (Booted Warbler). British Birds 93(5): 253-254. 
Small, B. 2002. Letters (Bill shapes of Booted & Sykes's Warblers). Birding World 15(4): 170. 
Svensson, L. 1997. Notes (Mystery warblers in Tselinograd). British Birds 90(4): 152-158. 
Svensson, L. 1999. Letters (The Kazakh 'mystery warblers' once again). British Birds 92(9): 481-482. 
Svensson, L. 2001. Identification of Western and Eastern Olivaceous, Booted and Sykes's Warblers. 
Birding World 14(5): 192-219. 
Svensson, L. 2003. Hippolais update: Identification of Booted Warbler and Sykes's Warbler. Birding 
World 16(11): 470-474. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2004. Masters of Mystery Solution (Booted Warbler). 
Dutch Birding 26(5): 328-330. 
van den Berg, A.B. 1989. Kleine Spotvogel te Bloemendaal in september 1988 [Booted Warbler at 
Bloemendaal in September 1988]. Dutch Birding 11(3): 123-126. 
Vinicombe, K. 1995. Identification (The ones to watch). Birdwatch 42: 24-30 (30). 
Wallace, D.I.M. 2000. Letters (Tail movements by eastern Hippolais). Birding World 13(7): 282. 
Wassink, A. 1983. Kleine Spotvogel op Terschelling in oktober 1982 [Booted Warbler on Terschelling 
in October 1982]. Dutch Birding 5(1): 1-5. 
Watabe, Y. et al 2005. The First Record of Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata in Japan. Journal of the 
Yamashina Institute for Ornithology 37(1): 14-19. 
 
Sykes’s Warbler  
Iduna rama [Sykes 1832, Deccan, India]. 
Lower R Volga, Ural R & N Caspian Sea coast E to E Kazakhstan & W & C Xinjiang (extreme W 
China) and S to S Iran, Afghanistan and NW & W Pakistan and NW Oman. Winters Indian 
subcontinent. 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 and Parkin & Knox 2010 as Hippolais rama. 
Col. William Henry Sykes (1790-1872), Indian army and naturalist. A director of the East India 
Company and MP for Aberdeen in later life. 
 
Ashby, V. & Annenkova, S. 2004. Birding Kazakhstan. Birding World 17(6): 242-253. 
Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1995. Mystery Photographs (probable rama Booted Warbler). British Birds 
88(11): 561-564. 
Breek, C.J. et al 2006. Sykes' Spotvogel bij Almere-Haven in oktober 1986 [Sykes's Warbler near 
Almere-Haven in October 1986]. Dutch Birding 28(4): 219-224.  
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British Ornithologists’ Union 2000. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 26th Report 
(October 1999). Ibis 177-179. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2004. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 30th Report 
(October 2003). Ibis 146: 192-195. 
British Ornithologists’ Union 2005. British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee: 31st Report 
(October 2004). Ibis 147: 246-250. 
Cade, M. 2000. Bird news (Dorset hosts second-ever Sykes's Warbler). Birdwatch 99: 62. 
Cade, M. 2000. The Sykes's Warbler in Dorset. Birding World 13(7): 274-276. 
Castell, P. & Kirwan, G.M. 2005. Will the real Sykes's Warbler please stand up? Breeding data 
support specific status for Hippolais rama and H. caligata, with comments on the Arabian population 
of 'booted warbler'. Sandgrouse 27(1): 30-36. 
Cooper, D. et al 2002. The Sykes's Warbler in East Sussex. Birding World 15(9): 378-380. 
Corso, A. 2000. Letters (Tail movements of Hippolais warblers). Birding World 13(12): 508. 
Crouzier, P. 2008. Une Hypolaïs rama en 200 sur l'île d'Ouessant [Sykes’s Warbler on Ushant, new 
for France]. Ornithos 15(1): 67-69. 
de Knijff, P. & van Swelm, N.D. 1998. Letter (Mystery warblers in Tselinograd: an attempt to solve 
part of the problem). British Birds 91(5): 190-192. 
Dernjatin, P. & Westerbjerg Andersen, M. 2006. Central Asian Hippolais warblers. Alula 12(4): 146-
153. 
Dernjatin, P. 2005. Chokpak - Central Asian songbirds. Alula 11(2): 50-58. 
Disley, T. 2003. Reports (Sykes's Warbler: North Ronaldsay, Orkney, 29 September-1 October 
2003). Birdwatch 137: 51. 
Fågel, P. 2007. Kuwait - A Birding Destination at the Southeastern Corner of the Western Palearctic. 
Alula 13(4): 166-174 (169, photo 8). 
Fraser, M. 2005. ListCheck (Specific identity. Sykes's and Booted warbler). Birdwatch 158: 59. 
Harrap, S. 1988. Identification of Olivaceous and Booted Warblers. Birding World 1(9): 312-315. 
Harrap, S. 1989. Letters (Identification of Booted Warbler). Birding World 2(8): 294. 
Harvey, P. & Bradshaw, C. 1999. From the Rarities Committee's files: Booted Warblers with long 
supercilia: the 1976 Fair Isle bird. British Birds 92(9): 477-479. 
Hirschfeld, E. 1994. On the status of Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata in the United Arab Emirates. 
Emirates Bird Report 18: 100-104. 
Kerby, M. 2010. The Sykes's Warbler in Northumberland. Birding World 23(8): 339-343. 
Kerby, M. et al 2010. Reports (Sykes for sore eyes). Birdwatch 220: 52-53. 
Lees, J. 2002. Reports (North Ron back in thick of the action). Birdwatch 125: 50-51. 
Lees, J. et al 2002. The Sykes's Warbler on Orkney. Birding World 15(9): 375-377. 
Lindholm, A. & Aalto, T. 2005. The calls of Sykes's and Booted Warblers. Birding World 18(9): 395-
396. 
Lister, S. 1993. Letters (Booted or Sykes Warbler). Birding World 6(12): 492-493. 
McGeehan, A. 1990. Olivaceous Warbler on Cape Clear, Co. Cork. Irish Birding News 1(2): 62-67. 
McGeehan, A. 2002. Total birding (Crunch time). Dutch Birding 24(5): 304-306. 
Osborn, K. 1993. The Shetland Hippolais warbler. Birding World 6(11): 437-438. 
Page, D. 2001. Letters (Separating Acrocephalus and Hippolais warblers). British Birds 94(1): 44. 
Pearson, D.J. et al 2004. Short Communication (The identity of some Hippolais specimens from 
Eritrea and the United Arab Emirates examined by mtDNA analysis: a record of Sykes's Warbler H. 
rama in Africa). Ibis 146: 683-684. 
Riddington, R. 2009. From the Rarities Committee's files: The history of Sykes's Warbler in Britain. 
British Birds 102(11): 622-626. 
Small, B. 2002. Letters (Bill shapes of Booted & Sykes's Warblers). Birding World 15(4): 170. 
Svensson, L. & Millington, R. 2002. Field identification of Sykes's Warbler. Birding World 15(9): 381-
382. 
Svensson, L. 1997. Notes (Mystery warblers in Tselinograd). British Birds 90(4): 152-158. 
Svensson, L. 1999. Letters (The Kazakh 'mystery warblers' once again). British Birds 92(9): 481-482. 
Svensson, L. 2001. Identification of Western and Eastern Olivaceous, Booted and Sykes's Warblers. 
Birding World 14(5): 192-219. 
Svensson, L. 2003. Hippolais update: Identification of Booted Warbler and Sykes's Warbler. Birding 
World 16(11): 470-474. 
Thomason, B. et al 2003. The Sykes's Warbler in Shetland. Birding World 16(11): 466-469. 
van Bemmelen, R.S.A. & Groenendijk, D. 2004. Masters of Mystery Solution (Booted Warbler). 
Dutch Birding 26(5): 328-330. 
Vinicombe, K. 1995. Identification (The ones to watch). Birdwatch 42: 24-30 (30). 
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Wallace, D.I.M. 2000. Letters (Tail movements by eastern Hippolais). Birding World 13(7): 282. 
 
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler  
Iduna pallida [Hemprich and Ehrenberg 1833, the River Nile, in Egypt and Nubia]. 
[I.p. pallida] W & N Egypt S to N Sudan along the River Nile. Winters C & S Sudan, Eritrea & N 
Ethiopia. 
[I.p. elaeica] Hungary & Romania E to S Ukraine and Slovenia & Croatia S to Greece and Bulgaria, 
Turkey, Cyprus and W Syria S to N Israel & W Jordan and N & S Caucasus S to Iraq, W & N Iran, E 
Arabian peninsula and SW & S Kazakhstan S to Uzbekistan, S Turkmenistan & N Afghanistan. 
Winters C & E Sahel region. 
[I.p. reiseri] SE Morocco, desert habitats of interior Algeria, S Tunisia & Fezzan (SW Libya). Winters 
not precisely established. Northern breeding populations possibly to Senegal, Gambia, Niger & N 
Nigeria and southern breeding populations probably resident.  
[I.p. laeneni] Lake Chad region, SE Niger, NE Nigeria & W Sudan. 
[I.p. alulensis] Mangrove coasts of the Red Sea, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia & Bab El Mandab 
(Yemen). 
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Hippolais pallida. 
Other names: Saharan Olivaceous Warbler (reiseri), Chad Olivaceous Warbler (laeneni), Mangrove 
Olivaceous Warbler (alulensis). 
 
Antonov, A. 2004. Smaller Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida elaeica nests suffer less 
predation than larger ones. Acta Ornitologica 39: 87-92. 
Antonov, A. et al 2007. Aspects of breeding ecology of the eastern olivaceous warbler (Hippolais 
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Olive-tree Warbler  
Hippolais olivetorum [Strickland 1837, Zakinthos, Ionian Islands, Greece]. 
The Balkans, S Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Crete, Cyprus, Near East & N Iran. Winters S 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, C & S Mozambique, Botswana & NE South Africa. 
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Hippolais polyglotta [Vieillot 1817, France]. 
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and NW Africa. Winters Gambia, S Senegal, S Mali, S Burkina Faso & Nigeria S to N Cameroon. 
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Icterine Warbler  
Hippolais icterina [Vieillot 1817, Nancy, France]. 
Scandinavia & S Finland E to WC Russia and S to NE France, S Germany, Romania, N Balkans, 
Ukraine, Crimea to the Sea of Azov and locally in area around S Caspian Sea. Winters S tropical 
Africa. 
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