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Sperweruil in Zwolle in winter van 2013/14 [NORTHERN HAWK-OWL AT ZWOLLE
IN WINTER OF 2013/14] David Uit de Weerd, Hans Pohlmann & Lennaert Steen
Former breeding of Dunlin, Eurasian Golden Plover and Wood Sandpiper in
Limburg and Noord-Brabant, the Netherlands Justin J F J Jansen

Saunders'’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudr, Egypt, in 2012-13 Mohamed Habib

Large Common Tern colony at Port Said, Egypt, in May 2013 Mohamed Habib
Comments on supposed occurrence of Andean Avocet and American
Oystercatcher in Paraguay Paul Smith & Sergio D Rios Diaz

Roep van Kroonboszanger in Katwijk in oktober 2007 [CALL OF EASTERN
CROWNED WARBLER IN KATWIIK IN OCTOBER 2007] Sander Bot

China’s rarest robins: Rufous-headed Robin, Firethroat and Blackthroat Enno
B Ebels & Max Berlijn

Dutch Birding-fonds

Naamgeving van taxa in Dutch Birding [TAXA NAMES IN DUTCH BIRDING]
Redactie Dutch Birding

Late November 2013-late January 2014 Arnoud B van den Berg & Marcel
Haas

November-december 2013 Roy Slaterus, Vincent van der Spek & Martijn
Renders

Uilenjaar 2013 en vervolg: na Sperweruil ook Dwerguil en Sneeuwuilen
[RARE owLs]; Kaspische Plevier op Noord-Beveland [CAsPiAN PLOVER]; Bruine
Klauwier in Azewijnsche Broek [BROWN SHRIKE]; New bird species described
in 2013

Ibissnavel / Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersii, Nangqin, Qinghai, Tibet, China, 22 juli
2013 (Ben Dielissen)



Sperweruil in Zwolle in winter

van 2013/14

David Uit de Weerd, Hans Pohlmann & Lennaert Steen

nne Reitsma werkt als machinist bij de

Nederlandse Spoorwegen. Op dinsdagmid-
dag 12 november 2013 was hij ingeroosterd op
het traject Zwolle-Leeuwarden. In verband met
een ongunstig seinbeeld reed hij om 16:00 stap-
voets langs industrieterrein Marslanden C in
Zwolle, Overijssel, ter hoogte van de Faradaystraat.
Enkele 10-tallen meters voor zich zag hij een vo-
gel van het formaat Houtduif Columba palumbus
op de rijdraad zitten. Naast de vorm vielen hem
de naar voren gerichte gele ogen en de zwarte
langwerpige vlakken aan de zijkant van de kop
op. AR passeerde de vogel op enkele meters en
kwam daarbij snel tot de conclusie dat het een
Sperweruil Surnia ulula betrof. Via zijn broer
Gerrit Reitsma werd de waarneming ingevoerd op
www.waarneming.nl. De melding werd met enige
scepsis ontvangen en daarom uiteindelijk op ‘on-

1 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula,
Zwolle, Overijssel, late evening of 24 november 2013
(Jaap Denee)

[Dutch Birding 36: 1-8, 2014]

zeker’ gezet. Een aantal Zwolse vogelaars heeft
vanaf 13 november op en rond de plek van de
waarneming tevergeefs naar de vogel gezocht.
Op zondagmiddag 24 november fietste Jos
Schouten nabij de Hortensiatunnel in Zwolle. Op
een spoorpaal trof hij een hem onbekende vogel
aan. In eerste instantie dacht hij aan een valk maar
de kenmerken pasten hier toch niet op. Aangezien
hij geen verrekijker en vogelboek bij zich had be-
sloot hij om beide thuis op te halen. Bij terugkeer
bleek de vogel nog aanwezig. JS bekeek hem
langdurig en determineerde hem als Sperweruil.
Omdat hij er niet in slaagde om een aantal be-
vriende vogelaars telefonisch te bereiken besloot
hij de waarneming door middel van Twitter we-
reldkundig te maken met de tekst: ‘Sperweruil
fietstunnel hortensiastraat lantarenpaal boven ijs-
selallee!”. De tweet werd snel opgepikt. Jacob van

2 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Ow! Surnia ulula,
Zwolle, Overijssel, 30 november 2013
(Martin van der Schalk)
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der Weele deelde de informatie vervolgens om
19:19 binnen de Overijsselse whatsapp-groep
voor zeldzaamheden. Een aantal Zwolse voge-
laars besloot in het donker te gaan zoeken. Rond
20:00 was het Jasper Zoeter die de Sperweruil te-
rugvond op een spoorpaal aan de zuidzijde van
de Hortensiatunnel en om 20:03 werd de aanwe-
zigheid via Dutch Bird Alerts gemeld aan voge-
lend Nederland. De vogel werd door zes voge-
laars gezien voordat hij rond 20:15 in noordwes-
telijke richting wegvloog. De aanwezige en aan-
snellende vogelaars besloten zich te verspreiden
richting stationszone en rangeerterreinen. Hier is
veel kunstlicht waardoor de kans op herontdek-
king groot werd geacht. Om 20:42 werd de
Sperweruil inderdaad teruggevonden, ditmaal op
een spoorpaal bij het BP-tankstation aan de lJssel-
allee, hemelsbreed c 200 m van de vindplaats van
die dag. Hier liet hij zich tot 22:30 met enige tus-
senpozen fraai zien. Die avond kwamen uiteinde-
lijk ¢ 150 vogelaars op de uil af. Dit leidde tot
hectische en hilarische parkeertaferelen bij het
tankstation. Een aantal plaatselijke vogelaars diri-
geerden de toesnellende vogelaars naar de zijkan-
ten van het tankstation waardoor het station be-
reikbaar bleef voor overige automobilisten, een
en ander onder toezicht van meerdere politie-
agenten. Zelfs de Mobiele Eenheid was kortston-
dig aanwezig. Na uitleg wat er aan de hand was
vervolgde men zijn weg.

Op 25 november rond 06:00 werd de vogel te-
ruggevonden langs het spoor ter hoogte van het-
zelfde BP-tankstation maar was hier slechts kort
ter plaatse. Rond 08:00 vond een aantal vogelaars
hem terug bij de kruising van de lJsselallee en de
Ittersumallee, ¢ 750 m van het tankstation. Hij
bleef hier de hele dag, tot blijdschap van mini-
maal 500 vogelaars. Rond 20:00 verdween hij in
de nacht. Op 26 november werd hij rond 09:45
aangetroffen bij het bouwterrein van Enexis aan
de Marsweg in Zwolle, ¢ 600 m ten noordoosten
van de plek van de vorige dag en direct naast de
spoorlijn waar AR de uil op 12 november ontdek-
te. De weken daarna bleef de Sperweruil op deze
plek, afwisselend in de bomen langs de Marsweg,
op de spoorpalen, op de hoogspanningmasten en
hekken op het Enexis-terrein of op de masten van
het tegenoverliggende sportveldencomplex.

Massale toeloop en media-aandacht

Door zijn langdurige verblijf in Zwolle groeide de
Sperweruil uit tot vrijwel zeker de meest bezoch-
te, meest besproken en meest gefotografeerde
zeldzame vogel in de Nederlandse twitchgeschie-
denis. Minimaal 2500 vogelaars en 8000 overige

belangstellenden hebben de vogel bezocht. Alleen
op www.waarneming.nl zijn al 2957 waarnemin-
gen van de soort ingevuld, waarvan 1935 unieke
waarnemers (stand op 7 januari 2014; op 18 janu-
ari was het aantal invoering gestegen naar 3106).
Vogelaars uit onder andere Belgié, Brittannié,
Duitsland, Frankrijk, Italié en Zwitserland hebben
de vogel bezocht en zelfs in januari trok hij dage-
lijks nog 10-tallen waarnemers. Naast een enorme
toeloop van vogelaars en overige geinteresseer-
den kreeg de Zwolse Sperweruil veel aandacht
van lokale en landelijke media. Op de avond van
24 november waren RTV Oost en de NOS aanwe-
zig voor tv-opnames. Op 25 november volgde
media-aandacht van onder andere het Jeugd-
journaal, RTL4, Pownews en Hart van Nederland
(SBS6). Hoogtepunt vormde het primetime-optre-
den van (her)ontdekker JS samen met Debby
Doodeman, Marc Guijt, Ronald Messemaker en
David Uit de Weerd in het bekende tv-programma
‘De Wereld Draait Door’. Van de schrijvende me-
dia berichtten onder meer de dagbladen AD,
NRC, Parool, Spits, Telegraaf, Trouw en Volkskrant
en het tijdschrift Roots over de uil. De massale
toeloop van mensen zorgde op 30 november voor
een kop-staartbotsing bij langsrijdende en niet
goed op het verkeer lettende automobilisten. Ook
deze gebeurtenis leidde tot landelijke media-aan-
dacht. Op 4 december meldde het regionale dag-
blad de Stentor in haar krant dat belangstellenden
voor een tastbaar aandenken aan de Sperweruil
(T-shirts) terecht konden bij de webshop van
Dutch Birding. Op maandag 9 december 2013
besteedde het NCRV-radioprogramma ‘Lunch’
aandacht aan de uil. Op vrijdag 13 (...) december
twitterde RTV Oost dat de Sperweruil was aange-
reden en overleden. De volgende dag bleek dit
nieuws gelukkig onjuist. Op 26 januari 2014 was
de vogel nog steeds aanwezig.

Beschrijving

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op foto’s van talloze
fotografen (www.birdpix.nl, www.dutchbirding.nl,
www.waarneming.nl).

GROOTTE & BOUW Middelgrote uil met relatief lange en
vrij smalle staart. In vlucht naar verhouding grote kop,
korte en spitse vleugels en lange staart opvallend. In zit
twee tenen naar voren geplaatst. Tenen met scherpe,
kromme nagels.

KOP & BOVENDELEN Kop aan voorzijde wit, met bruine,
zeer fijne streping op verder witte kruin; zwarte sluier
(aan zijde van kop breedst); wang wit. Sluier boven oog
diagonaal naar snavel lopend. Oog naar snavel toe
zwart omrand. Onder snavel donkere vlek. Achterzijde
van kop donkerbruin met duidelijk zichtbaar licht pa-
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3 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 28 november 2013
(Hans Gebuis)

4 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 25 december 2013
(Jaap Denee)
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5 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 2 januari 2014
(Jaap Denee)

6 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 20 december 2013
(Martin van der Schalk)




troon (‘vals gezicht). Mantel, rug en schouderveren
donkerbruin. Schouderveren met lichtgrijze tot witte
top; top grootst en meest wit op buitenvlag van buitenste
schouderveren, onderbroken witte baan vormend.
Patroon van witte toppen op schouderveren van achte-
ren gezien lichte V vormend.

ONDERDELEN  Op hals aan weerszijden horizontale
zwarte band, onderzijde van sluier vormend. Borst en
buik wit met zowel op borst als buik horizontale, don-
kergrijze tot bruingrijze bandering. Tussen bandering en
zwarte band op hals horizontale lichtere baan. Bandering
meest dicht direct onder horizontale lichtere baan.
Onderstaartdekveren ook gebandeerd. Bevedering van
poot wit.

VLEUGEL Bovenvleugel overwegend donkerbruin met
witte vlekjes. Tertials met grijswit puntje en drie zicht-
bare grijswitte vlekjes langs rand van buitenvlag. Grote
dekveren met druppelvormige witte tot grijswitte vlek op
buitenvlag, middelste en kleine dekveren egaal donker-
bruin, alleen buitenste middelste dekveren met wit vlek-
je op buitenvlag. Armpennen donkerbruin met twee tot
drie witte, naar binnenste veren toe meer grijswitte vlek-
jes op rand van buitenvlag en vage grijzige zoom aan
top. Handpennen donkerbruin, met grijzige zoom en
witte bandjes/vlekken over lengte. Ondervleugel volle-
dig grijs-wit gebandeerd.

STAART Bovenzijde donkerbruin met smalle witte dwars-
streepjes. Onderzijde met naar staarteinde toe breder
wordende vaal grijsbruine dwarsbanden. Langste (cen-
trale) staartpen met brede witte top.

NAAKTE DELEN Iris geel. Snavel bleek hoornkleurig.
Nagels zwart.

RUI & SLEET Punt van staartpennen gesleten.

GEDRAG Snelle sperwer Accipiter-achtige vlucht, vleu-
gelslagen afgewisseld met korte glijvluchten. Regelmatig
naar prooien op grond duikend en dikwijls succesvol.
Langdurig rustend in boom, op hek, in hoogspannings-
mast, in lichtmast, op spoorpaal of op rijdraad. Niet
schuw en zich ogenschijnlijk niets aantrekkend van mas-
sale belangstelling. Soms in reactie op langsvliegende
vogel enkele seconden paalhouding aannemend (li-
chaam volledig strekkend in verticale houding).

Determinatie, leeftijd en ondersoort
De combinatie van uilenkop met witte vlakken en
zwarte omlijning, formaat, gele ogen, de lange en
vrij puntige staart en de bruinzwarte horizontale
strepen op de lichte borst sluiten alle uilen behalve
Sperweruil uit. De vogel was een eerste-winter op
basis van de volgende kenmerken: 7 brede witte
punten aan de langste staartpennen (bij adult vaak
afgesleten en daardoor minder opvallend); 2 dif-
fuus getekende bruine tertials (scherper patroon bij
adult); 3 arm- en handpennen van één generatie
(bij adult meer generaties arm- en handpennen
zichtbaar); en 4 relatief smalle en enigszins punti-
ge staartpennen (cf Cramp 1985, Svensson et al
2000, Konig et al 2008, van Duivendijk 2011).

Bij Sperweruil worden drie ondersoorten on-

Sperweruil in Zwolle in winter van 2013/14

derscheiden. In het West-Palearctische gebied is
naast de nominaat S u ulula eveneens de Nearc-
tische ondersoort S u caparoch vastgesteld, met —
na herziening — één Brits geval (Cornwall,
Engeland, maart 1830) en één geval bij de Cana-
rische Eilanden (Gran Canaria, oktober 1924);
beide exemplaren werden verzwakt gevonden
aan boord van een schip dicht bij de kust (Harrop
2010, Romay & Roselaar 2013). Vergeleken met
de nominaat is dit taxon donkerder gekleurd; de
bovenzijde is donkerder met kleinere witte vlek-
ken en de donkere bandering op de onderdelen is
breder. Verder heeft dit taxon minder witte vlek-
ken op de langste handpennen. De derde onder-
soort is S u tianschanica; deze is eveneens donker-
der dan de nominaat. S u tianschanica komt voor
in Centraal-Azié tot Noord-China en Noord-
Mongolié en is nooit vastgesteld in het West-
Palearctische gebied. Vanwege de lichte kruin,
overwegend witachtige onderdelen en lichtere
kleur van de bovendelen behoorde de vogel van
Zwolle tot de nominaat S u ulula (del Hoyo et al
1999, Konig et al 2008, van Duivendijk 2011).

Prooidieren

De Zwolse Sperweruil toonde zich een volleerd
jager. Met duikvluchten vanaf verschillende vaak
bezochte uitkijkposten wist hij zoogdieren als Mol
Talpa europaea, Bosmuis Apodemus sylvaticus en
Veldmuis Microtus arvalis te vangen (prooien ge-
determineerd aan de hand van foto’s). Tevens greep
hij ten minste eenmaal een mannetje Merel Turdus
merula en een Pimpelmees Cyanistes caeruleus.

Verspreiding en voorkomen
Sperweruil is een broedvogel van de boreale ge-
bieden in het noorden van Europa, Azié en Noord-
Amerika. De exacte herkomst van de uil is niet
met zekerheid te achterhalen maar er zijn vol-
doende aanwijzingen voor een wilde herkomst:
de vogel ving zeer frequent prooien, droeg geen
ringen en had geen beschadigingen in zijn veren-
kleed. Dat de vogel zich op korte afstand liet be-
naderen is een eigenschap die de soort in de regu-
liere overwinteringsgebieden eveneens laat zien.
Sperweruilen zijn vaak het gehele jaar in hun
broedgebieden te vinden maar in perioden met
verminderde beschikbaarheid van voedsel komen
zuidwaartse verplaatsingen voor, in Europa zuide-
lijk tot Frankrijk, Oostenrijk, Zwitserland en ver-
schillende Balkanlanden (eg, Tischler 1907, Hagen
1957, van den Berg 1984, Mikkola 1983, Ehmsen
2004, Slack 2009). Bekende invasienajaren en
-winters waren bijvoorbeeld 1950/51, 1983/84 en
2005/06. In het najaar van 2013 was opnieuw een
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FIGUUR 1 Sperweruilen Surnia ulula in Denemarken,
Duitsland, Nederland en Polen in september-december
2013 / Northern Hawk-Owls Surnia ulula in Denmark,
Germany, Poland and the Netherlands in September-
December 2013 (cf www.birdlife.lt, www.clanga.com,
www.club300.de, www.dofbasen.dk, www.estbirding.
ee, www.estoniannature.blogspot.nl, www.ornitho.de,
www.ornitofaunistika.com, www.tiira.fi)

influx zichtbaar ten zuiden en westen van de re-
guliere gebieden. Zo werden in de periode van
augustus tot en met begin december in Finland
ruim 4500 waarnemingen ingevoerd op de Finse
waarnemingensite www.tiira.fi. Ter vergelijking,
in 2010 werden 600 waarnemingen ingevoerd, in
2011 1400 en in 2012 815. Tot en met eind de-
cember werden in Estland 37 exemplaren ontdekt;
in reguliere jaren worden er hier maximaal 10 ge-
vonden. Opvallend was dat de aantallen in Noor-
wegen en Zweden ongeveer gelijk waren aan die
van 2012. In Litouwen werden in december twee
exemplaren gevonden (13-14e geval) en in Letland
vijf, waarvan één werd beschouwd als terug-
kerende vogel (23-26e geval); in Wit-Rusland
werd tot eind december één gevonden (vierde ge-
val sinds 1981).

Buiten Scandinavié en de Baltische staten was
de eerste waarneming op 29 september toen een
vogel werd gefotografeerd op Riigen, Mecklen-
burg-Vorpommern, Duitsland. In oktober werden
exemplaren gevonden in Denemarken (Grenen,
Nordjylland; Hirtshals, Nordjylland; en Stenbjerg,
Viborg), Polen (Sniadowo, Podlaskie) en Duitsland
(Ostthiiringen, Thiringen). Waarnemingen wer-
den in november aangevuld met nog drie vogels
in Denemarken (Store Hareskov, Sjeelland; Roervig,
Sjelland; en Mglklitten, Nordjylland), twee in
Polen (Pniewo, Podlaskie; en Wicie, West Pome-
rania) en één in Duitsland (Gristede, Nieder-

sachsen). Deze laatste vogel bevond zich ¢ 50 km
van de grens met Nederland. In december werden
er nog ten minste vier gevonden: in Denemarken
(Karup, Viborg) en drie in Duitsland (Boltenhagen,
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern; Celle, Niedersachsen;
en Stollberg, Sachsen), waarvan twee tot in janu-
ari 2014 bleven. Figuur 1 geeft de waarnemingen
in Denemarken, Duitsland, Nederland en Polen
weer in de periode september-december 2013.

De vogel van Zwolle betrof de vierde Sperweruil
in Nederland (cf van den Berg & Bosman 2001;
www.dutchavifauna.nl). Eerdere gevallen waren
op 5 oktober 1920 te Amerongen, Utrecht (ver-
zameld; van den Berg 1984), op 2 april 1995 in
Brunssum, Limburg (van der Laar & Ebels 1997),
en op 30 en 31 oktober 2005 bij Westerbork,
Drenthe (van Wetter et al 2006).
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Summary

NORTHERN HAWK-OWL AT ZWOLLE IN WINTER OF 2013/14
On 12 November 2013, a train driver on a slow-riding
train discovered a Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula at
Zwolle, Overijssel, the Netherlands. The bird perched
on lines of the railway track within short distance of the
passing train. The news was spread but not broadly
picked up and searches the next days were fruitless. The
bird was rediscovered independently on 24 November;
again, the news was spread and, this time, the bird was
relocated by local birders after dark and it was then
twitched for a few hours in the dark, when perched on
railway poles. From 25 November, the bird was seen
daily until at least 26 January 2014. It was remarkably
confiding and attracted 1000s of birders, also from
abroad, and curious visitors attracted by lots of media
attention. Probably, it was the country’s most-visited va-
grant ever. It was identified as nominate S u ulula from
Scandinavia and northern Asia and aged as a first-winter.
It hunted actively and successfully, mostly on mice, also
by day, and prey identified from photographs included
European Mole Talpa europaea, Wood Mouse Apodemus
sylvaticus, Common Vole Microtus arvalis, Common
Blackbird Turdus merula and European Blue Tit Cyanis-
tes caeruleus.

This was the fourth record for the Netherlands, after
birds in October 1920 (collected), April 1995 and Octo-
ber 2005. It was part of an influx from Scandinavia and/
or Russia that brought higher-than-average numbers to
Finland, Denmark and the Baltic states, as well as three
birds to Poland and at least six to Germany, some as far
south as Thiringen and Sachsen.
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7 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 12 januari 2014 (Herman Bouwman)
8 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 31 december 2013 (Sam Woods) 9 Sperweruil
/ Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 6 januari 2014 (Jaap Denee)
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10 Sperweruil / Northern Hawk-Owl Surnia ulula, Zwolle, Overijssel, 18 januari 2014 (Rob Olivier)
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Former breeding of Eurasian Golden
Plover, Dunlin and Wood Sandpiper
in Limburg and Noord-Brabant,

the Netherlands

Justin | F ] Jansen

ittle is known about the former breeding of

Eurasian Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria,
Dunlin Calidris alpina and Wood Sandpiper Tringa
glareola in the Peel, a region of peat bogs and
heathlands in the border area of the provinces of
Limburg and Noord-Brabant in the south-east of
te Netherlands. Although long regarded as rare
breeding species in this region (Hens 1926, 1965,
van Erve etal 1967, van Noorden 1997, Theunissen
2005, Hustings et al 2006), the evidence relating
to their breeding history has not been thoroughly
investigated. A large amount of data has been ne-
glected because specimens and records are scat-
tered over various British collections. Only limited

historical information on birds from the Peel re-
gion has been published (Hewitson 1833, Bridger
1855, Seebohm 1876, Clarke 1880, Wolley &
Newton 1902, Dresser 1905-1910, van Pelt
Lechner 1917, Jansen & Vlek 2010, Jansen 2012,
2013). Furthermore, owing to their breeding hab-
its and habitats in the Peel and adjacent areas, the
species discussed here were not easy to detect in
the field.

Here, | describe the data found while scrutiniz-
ing literature, manuscripts and correspondence
and from collections. Museums visited and con-
sulted are: Booth Museum of Natural History,
Brighton, England (BMNH); Manchester Museum,

11 Eurasian Golden Plover / Goudplevier Pluvialis apricaria, adult on nest, Westerbeek, Noord-Brabant,

[Dutch Birding 36: 9-19, 2014]

10 May 1919 (Adolphe Burdet)
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FIGUUR 1 Distribution of breeding records of Eurasian
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria in border area of
Limburg and Noord-Brabant, Netherlands, plotted in 1x1
km squares / verspreiding van broedgevallen van Goud-
plevier Pluvialis apricaria in grensgebied van Limburg en
Noord-Brabant geplot in 1x1 km-atlasblokken

University of Manchester, Manchester, England
(MMUM); Natuurmuseum Brabant, Tilburg, the
Netherlands (NBNM); Naturalis Biodiversity
Center, Leiden, the Netherlands (Naturalis; con-
taining the collections of former Rijksmuseum van
Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, and former Zod6lo-
gisch Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, the
Netherlands); Natuurmuseum Fryslan, Leeuwar-
den, the Netherlands (NMF); Amgueddfa Cymru
—National Museum Wales, Cardiff, Wales (NMW);
Natural History Museum (former British Museum
of Natural History), Tring, England (NHM); and
University Museum of Zoology Cambridge,
Cambridge, England (UMZC).

Eurasian Golden Plover

The 82 entries (appendix 1 and figure 1) of breed-
ing records in the Limburg/Noord-Brabant region
represent the largest number of clutches collected
in the Netherlands (100+4). Of these, the exact
number of eggs is known from 51 clutches, the
exact date is known from 44 clutches and the
month is known from four more. Clutches with
exact dates were collected in March (two), the first
half of April (six), the second half of April (12), the
first half of May (16), the second half of May (six)
and the first half of June (two).

The earliest date in the year on which a clutch
was collected was 24 March (two eggs), while the
latest was 11 June (four eggs). Of 60 clutches, nine
(15%) comprised one egg, 15 (25%) comprised

10

12 Eurasian Golden Plover / Goudplevier Pluvialis apri-
caria apricaria, hatchling (collected at Nieuwe Weg,
Westerbeek, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands, on 9 May
1928), Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Nether-
lands, 11 February 2013 (Justin | F ] Jansen)

two, eight (14%) comprised three and 28 (46%)
comprised four (average of 2.9 eggs per clutch). If
we only regard the three- and four-egg clutches as
full clutches (n=36), we find that 22% comprised
three eggs and 78% comprised four (average of
3.8 eggs per clutch), which accords with Glutz
von Blotzheim et al (1975) (average of 3.8 eggs
per clutch, n=23 clutches from the Netherlands).
Hatchlings were found four times, on 10 May
1922, 9 May 1928, 24 May 1921 (two nests with
young) and a single hatchling was collected on 29
June 1861 (collection Naturalis) (Schlegel 1865).

A notebook of F H P van Baar covering the pe-
riod 1902-33 records that he found 23 nests over
the course of 258 days visiting the Peel region in
March-June during 1902-33 (van Baar 1902-
1933). However, descriptions in letters and mu-
seum evidence show that van Baar found 25 more
nests in that period, which he surprisingly did not
mention in his notebook (Hens 1926, Jansen
2010). Also remarkable is that while Hens (1926)
mentions 12 pairs of plovers from the Vredepeel,
van Baar did not record finding a single bird de-
spite visiting the Peel region (although not
Vredepeel specifically) four times that same year
(van Baar 1902-33). Clearly, more Eurasian
Golden Plovers were present than nests found;
however these were not noted.

The species disappeared from the Valkenswaard
area, Noord-Brabant, around 1875. H Seebohm
failed to find the species in 1876 (Seebohm 1876),
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as did W E Clarke (Clarke 1880), while Snouckaert
van Schauburg (1906) mentions that in ‘the last 20
years the species did not breed in the Valkenswaard
area’. De Haan (1924) remarked in an interview
with K Mollen that the species ‘had bred in the
region, last one collected was 25 years ago’.
Although H M Labouchere mentions (in Dresser
1881) that breeding still occurred at that time in
the moors in the eastern part of the Netherlands,
the 1898 clutch in the former Hellebrekers collec-
tion was probably from the last breeding pair in
the Valkenswaard area.

Elsewhere in the Netherlands, breeding Eurasian
Golden Plovers have also been found in the prov-
inces of Drenthe and Friesland (van der Ploeg et al
1977, van Dijk & van Os 1982). At Naturalis, four
clutches are kept from Friesland, from 19 April
1905 (two clutches with no specific location), 1
May 1905 (Friesland, unspecified location) and
19 April 1937 (Fochteloo). Also one undated egg
from 1916 from Hooghalen, Drenthe, is held here.
The last breeding for Noord-Brabant (and the
Netherlands) concerned a female found in June
1974 at Budel with four eggs (Scharringa 1974).
This record, however, is not documented with
photographs.

The probable causes of the disappearance of
Eurasian Golden Plover as a breeding bird in the
Netherlands are discussed by van Noorden (1997).

Dunlin

While known from Wolley & Newton (1902) as a
breeding bird from the vicinity of Valkenswaard,
information (based on five clutches recorded
by these authors (which are all in UMZQ)) has
only partially found its way into the literature (eg,
van Pelt Lechner 1917). However, 17 additional
clutches that have so far been overlooked are doc-
umented here for the first time. It is likely that all
clutches were collected due to the efforts of the
commercial egg collector P Jaspers and to a lesser
extent, the master falconer A Bots (van Qorschot
1974, Jansen & Vlek 2010).

All 21 clutches (appendix 1) were collected in
the vicinities of Heeze, Noord-Brabant, and near-
by Valkenswaard (c 25 m above sea level). Clutches
documented with date and location of collection
(n=11) were collected in April (one), in the first
half of May (seven), in the second half of May (one)
and in June (two). A clutch of five eggs from 1 June
1856 is notable for its large size. Six-egg clutches
are very rare (Cramp & Simmons 1983), therefore
two six-egg clutches are considered to represent
(at least) four clutches of three eggs each.

The earliest date in the year on which a clutch

was collected was 30 April (one egg), while the
latest was 3 June (one egg). Of 21 clutches, three
(14%) comprised one egg, five (24%) comprised
two, nine (43%) comprised three, three (14%)
comprised four and one (5%) comprised five
(average of 2.6 eggs per clutch). If we only regard
the three-, four- and five-egg clutches as full
clutches (n=13), we find that 69% comprised
three eggs, 23% comprised four and 8% com-
prised five (average of 3.1 eggs per clutch).

The last collected clutch dates from May 1861
(now at NHM) and the last collected bird is an
adult female dating from 29 April 1861 (now at
Naturalis), and the species probably became ex-
tinct here as a breeding bird soon after. In sub-
sequent years (1861-63), despite various requests
by Herman Schlegel to collect eggs of Dunlin (un-
published data, correspondence in archives of
Naturalis), no eggs were collected. H Seebohm, C
B Wharton and H M Labouchere, all of whom col-
lected extensively between 9 May and 2 June
1876, were also unable to collect a single Dunlin
(Seebohm 1876), nor did William Eagle Clarke
between 6 and 19 May 1879 (Clarke 1880).
Moreover, K Mollen did not record a single bird
between 1877 and 1924 (de Haan 1924).

Collecting primarily took place in the vicinity of
Valkenswaard in the Turfbergsche Heide, Groote
Heide and Neder Heide, an area measuring
¢ 2600 hectares, of which only a small part was

13 Dunlin / Bonte Strandloper Calidris alpina schinzii,
clutch (collected at Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, on
3 May 1858), Natural History Museum, Tring, England,
15 January 2014 (Justin | F ] Jansen). Joseph Baker pur-
chased this clutch from Adriaan Bots and Petrus Jaspers,
the latter employing local people in finding eggs of rare
birds. Baker sold these eggs to Frederic du Cane Godman
and Osbert Salvin, who on their turn bequeathed the col-
lection to the NHM.
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14 Wood Sandpipers / Bosruiters Tringa glareola, four birds (collected at Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, in July 1861),

Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands, 11 February 2013 (Justin J F J Jansen). Collected by local people

employed by Adriaan Mollen and Jan Jaspers, who sold these birds to Hermann Schlegel in Leiden, on the latter’s

request. Two different age classes are displayed here, originating from two clutches. The older birds are possibly just
capable of flying (30 days old), the younger birds are c 10 days of age.

accessible. Therefore, in 1860, when six clutches
were collected, the most recorded for any year,
there would have been a density of at least one
pair per 400 hectares in the Valkenswaard area.
This makes one wonder how many pairs would
have been present in the 130 000 hectare sized
Peel region, as well as similar areas in Belgium
and Germany.

Dunlin has been known to breed in the
Netherlands in a very small number (Bijlsma et al
2001). At Naturalis, 22 clutches are kept from the
province of Friesland from 1903-36. Most of these
clutches were also collected at inland locations
(at Cirsio dissecti-Molinietum meadows). Also
three clutches from Texel, Noord-Holland (from
26 June 1902, 6 May 1903 and an undated egg)

12

and two eggs from Zalk, Overijssel (from 12 May
1942 and 7 May 1947 (two eggs)), are contained
in Naturalis. At NMF, one clutch of four eggs is
present, collected at Sloten, Friesland, on 28 April
1914 (reg no 1980.00572).

Although briefly mentioned in Schlegel (1864),
Hellebrekers (1943), van Erve et al (1967), Glutz
et al (1975) and Cramp & Simmons (1983), this
appears to be the first full description of the south-
ernmost breeding of Dunlin in mainland Europe.

Wood Sandpiper

According to van Erve et al (1967) and Hustings et
al (2006), only 17 clutches from Noord-Brabant
and two clutches from Limburg are known.
However, 77 eggs from 32 clutches and young
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15 Wood Sandpipers / Bosruiters Tringa glareola, five hatchlings (collected at Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, on

31 May 1861, 14 June 1861 (two) and June 1863 (two)), Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands,

11 February 2013 (Justin | F ] Jansen). Collected by local people employed by A Bots and P Jaspers, who sold these

birds to Hermann Schlegel in Leiden, on the latter’s request. The same men also sold eggs to various English collectors
in subsequent periods.

from five nests are preserved in various museums,
with an additional clutch, comprising an unknown
number of eggs, mentioned in the Merckelbach
notebook (see below). Comprehensive data are
known from 17 clutches. The earliest date in the
year on which a clutch was collected was 11 May,
while the latest was in July. Clutches were found
in the first half of May (five), the second half of
May (eight), the first half of June (three) and the
second half of June (one). Young were collected as
early as 31 May (indicating that egg laying oc-
curred around 6 May, based on an incubation pe-
riod of 22-23 days; Cramp & Simmons 1983). This
accords with the clutch of four eggs found on 11
May (laying interval 1-2 days; Cramp & Simmons
1983).

Hewitson (1833) mentioned that the species
was abundant based on the testimony of ] Hoy,
who reportedly obtained a nest with four eggs at
Valkenswaard. This record has however not been

included in appendix 1, as the exact date of col-
lection is unknown. Four nests mentioned in
Clarke (1880), all found in May 1879 at Valkens-
waard (but not collected), have also been exclud-
ed, as data are lacking on clutch size. A male and
female (most likely a breeding pair) collected on
13 June 1863 at Valkenswaard (now at Naturalis)
have also been disregarded, as it cannot be ex-
cluded that these were migrants.

The last record of the species in the Peel region
is of a specimen collected on 2 June 1912 by van
Baar. Oddly, however, although Merckelbach
mentioned this specimen in 1919 (in an interview
with Hens recorded in a notebook formerly in the
Merckelbach collection; Jansen 2010), van Baar
did not record it in his 1902-33 notebook (van
Baar 1902-1933).

Of 32 clutches, 10 (31%) comprised one egg,
six (19%) comprised two, nine (28%) comprised
three (including a six-egg clutch from 1855, which

13
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most likely consists of two three-egg clutches),
and seven (22%) comprised four (average of 2.4
eggs per clutch). If we only regard the three- and
four-egg clutches as full clutches (n=16), we find
that 56% comprised three eggs and 44% com-
prised four (average of 3.4 eggs per clutch).
Possibly the three-egg clutches where all incom-
plete, and therefore not suitable for analysis.
Hatchlings were found five times, on 31 May
1861, June 1861 (two), 10 June 1861, 14 June
1861 (two) and 1 July 1861 (four, from two nests)
(all at Naturalis) (Schlegel 1864).

Collecting primarily took place in the vicinity of
Valkenswaard in the Turfbergsche Heide, Groote
Heide and Neder Heide, an area measuring
¢ 2600 hectares, of which only a small part was
accessible. Therefore, in 1855, when five clutches
were collected, the most recorded for any year,
there would have been a density of at least one
pair per 520 hectares in the Valkenswaard area.
Extrapolation of this figure to the Peel region, an
area of over 130 000 hectares, indicates that pos-
sibly as many as 250 pairs nested each year in the
Peel and its surroundings. Regions with similar
breeding habitats and densities would have been
found in other parts of the Netherlands, as well as
in Belgium and Germany.

Elsewhere in the Netherlands, breeding Wood
Sandpipers have also been found in Drenthe and
Friesland (van der Ploeg et al 1976, van Dijk &
van Os 1982). At Naturalis, five clutches are kept
from Friesland, from 23 April 1903 (two clutches,
one from Eernewoude and another from an un-
specified location in Friesland), 22 April 1907
(Wartena), 25 April 1907 (Eernewoude) and 27
April 1907 (Friesland, unspecified location), and
one from Drenthe from 1 May 1936 (Meppen near
Coevorden; four eggs). The most recent breeding
record for the Netherlands was at Ackerdijkse
Plassen, Zuid-Holland, in  May-july 2004
(Teunissen 2005). This pair had one young al-
though this was not documented with photo-

graphs.
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Samenvatting

VOORMALIG BROEDEN VAN GOUDPLEVIER, BONTE STRANDLOPER
EN BOSRUITER IN LIMBURG EN NOORD-BRABANT Diverse leg-
sels van voormalige Nederlandse broedvogels zijn ge-
conserveerd in diverse musea in voornamelijk Engeland
en Nederland. In dit artikel is deze bron van kennis ge-
combineerd met informatie uit diverse dagboeken,
brieven en publicaties. Het broeden van Goudplevier
Pluvialis apricaria, Bonte Strandloper Calidris alpina en
Bosruiter Tringa glareola is gedocumenteerd voor het
grensgebied van Limburg en Noord-Brabant. Dit bevat
het Peelgebied samen met aangrenzende heidegebieden
en gelijkwaardige habitats. Zo werden meer dan 100
legsels van Goudplevieren gevonden tussen 1845 en
1930 (cf appendix 1). Na deze periode werd in 1974
een nest gevonden bij Budel, Noord-Brabant. Er werden
21 nesten van Bonte Strandloper gevonden in de peri-
ode 1851-1860 in de omgeving van Valkenswaard,
Noord-Brabant; hierna ondanks de activiteiten van di-
verse verzamelaars niet meer. Van Bosruiter werden 32
legsels verzameld en uit vijf nesten werden jongen ver-
zameld in de periode 1848-1880. De aantallen van
deze drie broedvogelsoorten geven een indicatie over
de biodiversiteit van het Peelgebied in de tijd dat het nog
uitgestrekt en onbebouwd was (appendix 1). Ook geven
deze gegevens een idee over wat er mogelijk in soort-
gelijke landschappen elders in Nederland, Belgié en
Duitsland aan broedende steltlopers voorkwam.
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Former breeding of Eurasian Golden Plover, Dunlin and Wood Sandpiper in Limburg and Noord-Brabant
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Saunders’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudr,

Egypt, in 2012-13

Mohamed Habib

Saunders’s Tern Sternula saundersi breeds as far
north as 24°N on scattered locations on islands
and along the shores of the southern Red Sea
south to Yemen (including Socotra) and Somalia,
as well as around the Persian Gulf to north-west-
ern India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives (Urban et al
1986, Jennings 2010, Porter & Aspinall 2010,
BirdLife International 2013), and possibly the
Amirante Islands and Seychelles (del Hoyo et al
1996). North-eastern African birds move south as
far as Tanzania in winter, and birds around the
Red Sea also move south within the breeding
range. Birds in south-eastern Somalia, North
Sudan and Socotra are resident. Other popula-
tions appear to migrate eastwards to the west
coast of India, Sri Lanka, the Laccadives and the
Maldives, Seychelles and Malaysia (del Hoyo et al
1996). Described as arriving as early as February
and leaving in October, its breeding colonies are
little known. According to Goodman & Meininger
(1989), it is conceivable that it breeds on islands
in the extreme southern Egyptian Red Sea. On 27
May 1982, six ‘little terns’ (Little Tern S albifrons or
Saunders’s) were noted calling and displaying
mobbing behaviour on an island off Marsa Suma
(Frazier et al 1984). Saunders’s has not been prov-
en to breed in the northern Red Sea (cf Grieve &

16 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula
saundersi, adult on nest, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt,
20 July 2012 (Mohamed Habib)
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Millington 1999) but there are three sight records
(of four birds) from Eilat, Israel (an adult in June
1988, another adult during April-July 1989 and
two adults in May 2001; Shirihai 1996; IRDC
Bulletin 2:01/www.israbirding.com), while further
individuals suspected of being this species have
been seen in a summering flock of Little Terns at
Eilat on a couple of subsequent occasions. This
includes a record from March 2007 which has
been submitted to the Israel Rarities and
Distribution Committee (IRDC; Yoav Perlman in
litt). However, it is suspected that the species
might possibly be overlooked in the Gulf of Agaba
(Yoav Perlman in litt). In Egypt, two were observed
at Ras Mohammed, southern Sinai, on 10 May
1992 and, on 18 September 1991, five resting
birds were seen on a sand-bar just south of the this
location (Rooke & Shirihai 1992, Shirihai 1996).
In May 1982, a dried carcass was found in the
nest of a Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus at
GeziraMahabis along the Red Sea coast (Goodman
& Storer 1987). Also in Egypt, there are several
other reports of birds from scattered sites over the
years, including Tawila Island off El Gouna, as
well as from the town of Suez as recently as 2006,
but these sightings have not been documented.

If Saunders’s Tern were to breed within the

17 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula
saundersi, nest with clutch of two eggs, Ras Sudr,
Habib)

[Dutch Birding 36: 20-24, 2014]



Saunders’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudl, Egypt, in 2012-13

18-19 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula saundersi, adult, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt, 25 July 2013
(Richard Bonser)

Arabian part of the Western Palearctic (WP, sensu
BWP), Kuwait in the east (where breeding has
been suspected in the past; Jennings 2010) and
Egypt in the west would be the obvious choices,
especially Egypt with its high densities of seabird
colonies (predominantly White-eyed Gulls Larus
leucophthalmus, Bridled Terns Onychoprion anae-
thetus and White-cheeked Terns Sterna repressa).

Discovery of breeding colony in Egypt in 2012

In July 2012, I visited a promising looking sand-
bar on the Red Sea coast south of Ras Sudr
(29.448°N, 32.730°E), in the western part of South
Sinai Governorate, Egypt, and discovered nine
small terns, including two nests containing eggs. |
took some photographs because these birds
looked somewhat odd. Having grown up on the
Mediterranean coast where Little Tern is a regular
breeder, and having surveyed the species there
just recently, | was very familiar with this species’
appearance and calls and suspected that the birds
at Ras Sudr were Saunders’s Terns. After a couple
of weeks, | alerted the Egyptian Ornithological
Rarities Committee (EORC) and received positive
comments from Sherif Baha El Din, Frédéric Jiguet,
Klaus Malling Olsen and Uffe Gjel Sgrensen that
these birds were indeed Saunders’s. However, |
had not managed to get any flight photographs so
the crucial rump and uppertail coloration could
not be evaluated. Therefore, | revisited the site in
2013.

Visit to colony in 2013

| corresponded with several birders over the win-
ter and spring, culminating in arranging access to
the area for a group of nine birders (from Belgium,

Britain, Finland, France and Switzerland) in late
July 2013, who were keen to confirm and docu-
ment the observation — and to add the species to
their personal WP list. On 25 July, as soon as we
arrived on the sand-bar, we immediately located
the terns in question. While walking along the
sand-bar, it quickly became apparent that the
birds were territorial, with 45-50 adults present
(conservative count). Although it was already late
in the breeding season, we eventually found two
fully fledged, flying juveniles (suggesting that
these birds were probably born in late May/early
June), as well as a more recently hatched chick of
a few weeks old, and a nest — a shallow scrape in
the ground surrounded by shells and small peb-
bles. Also, a bird in first-summer plumage was
observed. As the birds could be approached
closely, many detailed photographs could been
taken of birds in different plumages.

Identification

The Saunders’s Terns were calling differently than
Little Tern — stronger, disyllabic, with a slight
Common Tern S hirundo-like feel. Plumage wise,
most importantly, the photographs clearly illus-
trate the concolourous greyish mantle, rump and
tail (white in Little). The adults also showed a
square-ending white forehead patch, extending
only to the eye (above or beyond the eye in Little)
and three black outer primaries, with black pri-
mary shafts on the underwing (generally two (one
to four) black outer primaries in Little). In addi-
tion, they had a rather extensive diffuse darkish
bill tip (smaller, sometimes almost absent, and
more sharply demarcated in Little), rather short
tail-streamers (longer in Little) and relatively short,
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Saunders’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudl, Egypt, in 2012-13

20-21 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula saundersi, adult, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt, 25 July 2013
(Vincent Legrand)

22 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula saundersi, first-summer, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt, 25 July 2013
(Vincent Legrand)




Saunders’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudl, Egypt, in 2012-13

23 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula saundersi, juvenile, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt, 25 July 2013
(Vincent Legrand)

24 Saunders’s Tern / Saunders’ Dwergstern Sternula saundersi, juvenile, Ras Sudr, Sinai, Egypt, 25 July 2013
(Richard Bonser)




Saunders’s Terns breeding at Ras Sudl, Egypt, in 2012-13

orange-brown to mid-brown or olive legs (slightly
longer and brighter orangey in Little). These fea-
tures all fit Saunders’s Tern and exclude Little Tern,
as well as other Sternula taxa, including the
Nearctic Least Tern S antillarum, which differs
from Little in many of the same morphological
characters as Saunders’s (cf Harrison 1983,
Chandler & Wilds 1994, Olsen & Larsson 1995,
Porter & Aspinall 2010, van Duivendijk 2011).
Some subtle characters, such as the slightly paler
upperparts and slightly smaller size of Saunders’s
compared with Little, may be hard to notice, un-
less in direct comparison. Note that juvenile and
first-summer plumages of Saunders'’s are relatively
poorly known (cf Chandler & Wilds 1994, Snow
& Perrins 1998) and the photographs obtained
may help to analyse these plumages in more de-
tail.

Status and conservation

The records in 2012 and 2013 represent the first
breeding of Saunders’s Tern in Egypt. It also con-
cerns the first breeding records in the ‘classic’ WP
(sensu BWP, Cramp & Simmons 1977, Snow &
Perrins 1998; note that the whole Arabian penin-
sula is now often considered part of the WP, cf
Martins & Hirschfeld 1994, 1998, Roselaar 2006,
Gantlett 2008) and probably also the westernmost
ever breeding record of Saunders's.

Although there is no immediate threat to this
colony, the whole coastal area of the South Sinai
Governorate is vulnerable to shoreline develop-
ment. With hotel complexes and kite surfing ac-
tivities in the immediate vicinity, this site requires
further conservation measures. Additionally, fur-
ther study is necessary to elucidate the breeding
ecology of Saunders’s Tern in the northern Red
Sea.

Visiting

If anyone is interested in visiting this sand-bar
near Ras Sudr, given the sensitivity of this military
area and the Sinai as a whole, it is essential that
you contact me at mrhydro35@hotmail.com or by
mobile telephone at 01001365142 to arrange ac-
cess.
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Large Common Tern colony at Port
Said, Egypt, in May 2013

Common Tern Sterna hirundo is a migratory spe-
cies with a circumpolar distribution, breeding in
most of Europe, Asia and North America, except
for the extreme north and south of these regions
(del Hoyo et al 1996, BirdLife International 2013).
In Egypt, it is a fairly common passage visitor
along the Mediterranean coast, Red Sea coast and
the Nile in spring from mid-March to mid-June
and in autumn from early August to mid October,
whilst it is a scarce non-breeding summer visitor
to the Mediterranean coast, the Gulf of Suez and
the northern Red Sea (Goodman & Meininger
1989). In May 1990, a nest with two eggs, situated
at the periphery of a Slender-billed Gull Chroico-
cephalus genei colony, was photographed and 11
alarming adults were observed at El Malaha, just
east of Port Said (Meininger et al 1993). This rep-
resented the first known breeding of Common
Tern in Egypt, with at least five breeding pairs.

In August 2012, while surveying Little Tern
Sternula albifrons nesting colonies in the Port Said
region, | found Common Tern parents feeding
fledging chicks. After several earlier visits, this was
the first time | observed breeding behaviour of the
species in this area. This encouraged me to search
for breeding Common Terns the next year. On 24
May 2013, | searched for nests along a 50 km
stretch of shoreline, finally locating a colony west
of Port Said. | revisited this colony for two more
days, on 25-26 May, to monitor the chicks and

nests. The area was surveyed using binoculars and
a telescope. Photographs were taken using a dig-
ital bridge camera and were used for checking the
counts and identification. All counts took place
between 08:00 and 13:30. For breeding colonies,
the count units used were ‘apparently occupied
nests (AON)’ (cf Bibby et al 2007).

The Common Tern colony was located at
‘Drainage Lake’: a shallow hypersaline lake with
small, scattered sandy islands, with the water
coming from two main delta discharge drains
crossing Lake Manzala (31°16’45”N, 32°13’9”E).
Here, the terns were nesting on small patches of
exposed sand. The total area occupied by nesting
terns (and other breeding birds, notably waders)
was ¢ 3 km2. A maximum of 273 Common Terns
were counted, with 270 nests estimated at the
colony. During the count, most nests were attend-
ed by a single parent and only three nests were
observed with two parents; probably, the other
adults of the breeding pairs were feeding away
from the colony.

This colony is significantly larger than the sug-
gestion of at least five breeding pairs found at El
Malaha in 1990. Its discovery is highly noteworthy
for Egypt, and constitutes an important addition to
the rather scattered selection of breeding colonies
of the species in the Middle East, at the southern
range of its world breeding range.

Birds in general are under wide threat in Egypt,
especially from disturbance, shooting and trap-
ping, and degradation of habitats, especially for
breeding. This area in particular is subject to dis-

25 Common Terns / Visdieven Sterna hirundo, overview of colony west of Port Said, Egypt, 25 May 2013
(Mohamed Habib)
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Large Common Tern colony at Port Said, Egypt, in May 2013

26 Common Terns / Visdieven Sterna hirundo, west of
Port Said, Egypt, 25 May 2013 (Mohamed Habib)

turbance by feral dogs but, so far, it is a muddy
substrate difficult to access by humans, so it is
naturally protected. In order to safeguard this sig-
nificant colony for the future, signs could be post-
ed to prevent people entering the area during the
breeding season, especially when birds are nest-
ing and raising chicks. The site should also be
monitored every year, and any disturbances not-
ed. Disturbance by feral dogs could constitute a
problem and, if necessary, should be controlled.
Natural predation of eggs or chicks, eg, by foxes
or other mammalian or avian predators, could
also constitute a threat to the viability of the colo-
ny. Such issues can only be determined through
regular monitoring. However, monitoring itself
can also serve as a disturbance factor for breeding
birds so must be executed with great care.

27 Common Terns / Visdieven Sterna hirundo, parents
with three chicks of few days old, west of Port Said,
Egypt, 24 May 2013 (Mohamed Habib)
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Comments on supposed occurrence
of Andean Avocet and American
Oystercatcher in Paraguay

Johann Rudolph Rengger (1795-1832) was a Swiss
naturalist born in Baden who travelled in eastern
Paraguay during 1818-26 (Ramella & Perret 2011).
His autobiographical account of these travels was
published posthumously following his premature
death, and his intention to publish a volume on
his ornithological observations thus went unful-
filled (Rengger 1835). Although he did publish a
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thorough and scientifically accurate tome on the
mammals that he encountered during his time in
Paraguay (Rengger 1830), the surviving reports of
his ornithological observations are less detailed.
Despite this, two country records have been at-
tributed to him and repeated in all major reviews
of the Paraguayan avifauna since (von Berlepsch
1887, Bertoni 1901, 1914, 1939, Hayes 1995,
Guyra Paraguay 2004), albeit more recently as of
questionable validity: Andean Avocet Recurvirostra
andina and American Oystercatcher Haematopus
palliatus.

Rengger’s (1835) original German text (here
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Comments on supposed occurrence of Andean Avocet and American Oystercatcher in Paraguay

translated) is surprisingly vague, and in fact men-
tions only genera of waterbirds that a zoologist
may encounter in the lagoons and tributaries of the
Paraguay River: ‘If the hunter is presented with
such a variety of prey, then what a yield awaits the
zoologist when he navigates the Paraguay River
and the tributaries and lagoons which it forms.
Every moment he sees, sometimes as singles,
sometimes with many individuals, new genera of
bird, belonging to the genera Ardea, Platalea,
Ciconia, Mycteria, Tantalus, Ibis, Numenius, Recur-
virostra, Scolopax, Jacana, Chauna, Rallus, Fulica,
Ostralega, Vanellus, Charadrius, Podiceps, Carbo,
Plotus, Sterna, Rhynchops, Larus etc’. Although
many of these generic names are still in use today,
in most cases their contents have changed multiple
times over the last 200 years. In order to correctly
understand Rengger’s (1835) meaning, it is impor-
tant to approach the text from an early 19th cen-
tury perspective. Rengger was writing in a pre-
Darwinian time when multiple parallel taxonomies
were being proposed adopting the Linnean sys-
tem, and the contents of genera were in a constant
state of flux and redescription (Bruce 2003).
Unfortunately, Rengger (1835) provides no indica-
tion of the taxonomic sources for his avifaunal no-
menclature.

Andean Avocet

The first mention of Andean Avocet for Paraguay is
in Hayes (1995) who, treating it as a ‘doubtful spe-
cies’, states: ‘[von] Berlepsch (1887: 126) cited a
record of Recurvirostra sp.? as fide Rengger’.
Subsequently, Guyra Paraguay (2004) includes the
species in a list of doubtful species without further
comment. Earlier, Bertoni (1914, 1939) omits the
species from his Catalogos Sistematicos but in-
cludes a mention of Recurvirostra sp in a footnote
(translated here) with the statement ‘Rengger notes
Recurvirostra sp. for Paraguay, but there have been
no further records. As this family are known wan-
derers, R. andina could reach Paraguay occasion-
ally’. Perhaps significantly, neither Hayes (1995)
nor Guyra Paraguay (2004) cite Rengger (1835) in
their bibliographies, hence their treatments are
based on interpretations made by secondary
sources.

Rengger (1835) does not mention R andina spe-
cifically (the species was only described in 1861;
Philippi & Landbeck 1861) and hence its inclu-
sion in all of these lists is a supposition, presuma-
bly derived from the fact that the only regularly
occurring Neotropical species of Recurvirostra is
R andina. Temminck (1820), in reference to Wilson
(1818, pl 58), one of the most important and com-

prehensive works on New World birds available
at the time, included Wilson’s ‘Recurvirostra
himantopus d’Amerique’ as part of his extended
genus Himantopus Brisson, 1760. Consequently,
both genera were in use for modern Himantopus
in major ornithological and taxonomical works
around the time of Rengger.

With White-backed Stilt Himantopus melanurus
being a common and conspicuous inhabitant of
Paraguayan wetlands (Guyra Paraguay 2004,
2005), its omission from Rengger’s otherwise fairly
complete list of wetland avifauna seems odd. It
would thus seem entirely possible in the context of
the time that the reference to Recurvirostra sp in
Paraguay may be applicable to Himantopus Bris-
son, 1760 and not Recurvirostra Linnaeus, 1758.

American Oystercatcher
Von Berlepsch (1887) includes the text ‘327.
Haematopus palliatus (Tfemm.) — Paraguay (Reng-
ger)’ but this name does not feature in Rengger
(1835). Bertoni (1901), in a virtual carbon copy of
von Berlepsch, cites ‘Aematopus palliatus (Temm.)
— (Rengger) Paraguay’, which, despite the tran-
scription error, indicates that the source of the
record is the same. The species is subsequently
mentioned by von lhering (1904) but he provides
no details at all. It may thus be assumed that these
references are all repeating the same information.
Bertoni (1914, 1939) lists the species for the local-
ity ‘Alto Parand’ but that locality is used erratically
throughout both manuscripts, because the latter is
heavily based on the former. In both his introduc-
tions, Bertoni (1914, 1939) explains that (transla-
tion) ‘Alto Parana (A.P.)’ refers to ‘a vast distribu-
tion, generally on both banks (of the Parana river)
in the forests between Encarnacion and Guaira'.
Clearly this definition is not applicable to a coast-
al genus of such unlikely occurrence as Haema-
topus, and hence must be treated with caution.
Laubman (1939) cites Bertoni (1914) in listing
Haematopus ostralegus palliatus and adds the fol-
lowing (translated): ‘The occurrence of oyster-
catchers in Paraguay is only mentioned for Alto
Parana by Bertoni. Presumably these are of the
race palliatus. Further studies are important here.’
Laubmann (1939) lists von Berlepsch (1887),
Bertoni (1901, 1914) and von lhering (1904) in his
references but again omits Rengger (1835). Laub-
man’s statement that Bertoni (1914) represents the
only record of the species is presumably swayed
by the locality provided which, as previously
shown, is of questionable value. As a result, all
these sources appear to have included the species
in the Paraguayan avifauna without question, de-
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spite the vague evidence to support it, and most
have done so without reference to Rengger
(1835).

In the modern era, Hayes (1995) mentions these
earlier citations but includes the species in his list
of ‘doubtful species’ observing that ‘any Para-
guayan locality is too far out of range to be credi-
ble’. This arrangement was followed by Guyra
Paraguay (2004), who included the species in a
list of doubtful species with no further comment.

Rengger (1835) does not cite Haematopus
Linnaeus, 1758 in his list of genera, instead pre-
ferring the junior synonym Ostralega Brisson,
1760, a name which appears never to have come
into widespread usage. Von Berlepsch (1887) as-
sociated this genus with the species Haematopus
palliatus but the basis for doing so is questionable.
Even allowing for the unlikely fact that the birds
that Rengger (1835) refers to as Ostralega really
were Haematopus, three species of Haematopus
occur in southern South America: American,
Magellanic H leucopodus and Blackish Oyster-
catcher H ater, and although the understanding of
species limits in the genus has changed over time
(Johnsgard 1981), the only grounds for assigning
these birds to American is to support von Ber-
lepsch’s (1887) personal interpretation of like-
lihood of occurrence, based presumably on geo-
graphic distribution. Such an interpretation ig-
nores the fact that American is strictly coastal and
resident within its South American range (Hayman
etal 1986). Magellanic Oystercatcher is in fact the
only species that habitually occurs away from sea
coasts and indeed the only one that undertakes
regular seasonal movements away from the coast
(Johnsgard 1981), although its distribution well to
the south of Paraguay makes its presence in
Paraguay equally improbable.

Consequently, we agree with Hayes (1995) that
the presence of any species of Haematopus in
Paraguay is unlikely to be credible but sustain that
there is no valid scientific reason for conclusively
associating Rengger’s (1835) report of the genus
specifically with H palliatus.

Conclusion

Given the vagaries of the paragraph in Rengger
(1835) purportedly referring to the presence of
these genera in Paraguay, we are inclined to dis-
miss it entirely as a credible source of ornithologi-
cal records. The context is narrative, not scientific,
and thus conclusions drawn from it should be
made with care. Consequently, whilst they remain
the only citations for Paraguay, we find the listing
of Recurvirostra and Ostralega to be unconvinc-
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ing. However, the credibility afforded to this para-
graph by the specific identification of Andean
Avocet and American Oystercatcher by subse-
quent authors means that their complete omission
from future works on the Paraguayan avifauna is
now impossible. However, we contend that there
is no valid scientific reason for identifying
Rengger’s text with specific species and hence
recommend that they both be retained as doubtful
butreferred to as Recurvirostra sp and Haematopus
sp, respectively, in future revisions of the
Paraguayan avifauna.
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Roep van Kroonboszanger in
Katwijk in oktober 2007

Op 5 oktober 2007 werd in Katwijk aan Zee,
Zuid-Holland, een Kroonboszanger Phylloscopus
coronatus waargenomen. Het betrof de eerste
waarneming voor Nederland en de vierde voor
het West-Palearctische gebied (Zuyderduyn 2008).
Deze massaal getwitchte vogel verbleef voorna-
melijk in een hoog opgaande groenstrook. Meestal
was hij onzichtbaar en tijdens zo’'n moment is
door Teus Luijendijk een geluidsopname gemaakt.
Deze opname van c 25 roepjes is te horen op
www.dutchavifauna.nl/record/11940 (zie ook so-
nagram in Zuyderduyn 2008). Het geluid werd in
Zuyderduyn (2008) omschreven als ‘Huismus
Passer domesticus-achtig meestal iets aflopend,
enkele malen herhaald kort tjup met afwisselende
toonhoogtes en min of meer gelijke tijdsafstanden
tussen tonen’. Zuyderduyn (2008) was echter on-
zeker of dit geluid van de Kroonboszanger afkom-
stig was, vooral omdat de roep niet overeenkwam
met de beschrijving van de roep van Kroon-
boszanger in Baker (1997), en hij suggereerde dat
het mogelijk subzang betrof.

FIGUUR 1 Kroonboszanger / Eastern Crowned Warbler
Phylloscopus coronatus, roep / call, Katwijk aan Zee,
Zuid-Holland, 5 oktober 2007 (eerste, derde en vierde
roep / first, third and fourth call; Teus / C Luijendijk) en
Komsomolsk aan de Amoer, Kraj Chabarovsk, Rusland,
10 juni 2013 (tweede roep / second call; Sander Bot).
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Op 10juni 2013 heb ik met een Sony PCM-M10
geluidsopnamen gemaakt van zingende Kroon-
boszangers in het Komsomolsk-natuurreservaat,
nabij Komsomolsk aan de Amoer, Kraj Chabarovsk,
in het Russische Verre Oosten (50°42796"N,
137°21’55”E). Een van de opnamen betreft een
enkele zangstrofe waarna de opname is beéindigd
(omdat na c 10 sec wachten een volgende strofe
uitbleef). Toen ik deze opname na thuiskomst aan
het verwerken was viel me aan het eind van de
opname, ¢ 8 sec na de zangstrofe, een roepje op.
Het is naast de zangstrofe het enige geluid op de
opname (www.xeno-canto.org/149653). Hoewel
de roep mij in het veld niet is opgevallen neem ik
redelijkerwijs aan dat hij afkomstig is van de
Kroonboszanger die enkele seconden eerder
zong. Al snel dacht ik aan de onbekende roep of
subzang uit Katwijk aan Zee waarna ik de opna-
men met elkaar heb vergeleken. De overeenkomst
bleek treffend. De opname uit Katwijk aan Zee
betreft ¢ 25 opvallend verschillende roepjes en
ieder roepje ziet er op het sonagram anders en
uniek uit. Wel klinken ze ongeveer gelijk, zoals
beschreven in Zuyderduyn (2008). De opname uit
Rusland betreft maar één roepje, en het is niet
moeilijk om op de opname uit Katwijk aan Zee
een sterk vergelijkbare roep te vinden (figuur 1).
Het is aan te bevelen een directe vergelijking te
beluisteren op http://tinyurl.com/of52j6t. In Brazil
(2009), uitgegeven na de publicatie van Zuyder-
duyn (2008), staat een beschrijving van de roep
van Kroonboszanger die goed overeenkomt met
de opnamen uit Katwijk aan Zee en Rusland: ‘un-
like other Phylloscopus of region rarely calls, but
occasionally gives strong chi or chiu’.

Hoewel geen waterdicht bewijs, maken de roep
uit Rusland en de beschrijving uit Brazil (2009)
het zeer aannemelijk dat de opname uit Katwijk
aan Zee inderdaad de Kroonboszanger betrof. Het
is niet verwonderlijk dat deze roep tot recent nog
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niet in de literatuur werd vermeld: de roep is vrij
zacht, valt in het veld niet op (ik vond hem per
toeval op het sonagram) en wordt volgens Brazil
(2009) zelden ten gehore gebracht. De suggestie
in Zuyderduyn (2008) dat het geluid niet roep
maar subzang betrof is door de opname uit
Rusland en de beschrijving in Brazil (2009) on-
waarschijnlijk.

Summary

CALL OF EASTERN CROWNED WARBLER IN KATWIK IN OCTOBER
2007 On 5 October 2007, an Eastern Crowned Warbler
Phylloscopus coronatus stayed at Katwijk aan Zee, Zuid-
Holland, the Netherlands. During its stay, a series of
calls was recorded from the bush the bird was in. During
these calls, the bird was not in view. The calls did not fit
any of the common bird species present in that bush but

were also unknown from Eastern Crowned Warbler.
Therefore, these calls were identified as possibly belong-
ing to Eastern Crowned Warbler. In June 2013, a call of
an Eastern Crowned Warbler was recorded on its breed-
ing grounds in Far East Russia. This call was similar to
the calls from Katwijk aan Zee. Furthermore, the field
guide Birds of East Asia (Brazil 2009), published after
2007, also describes a similar call. The recording from
Russia and the description in the new field guide make
it very likely that the calls from Katwijk aan Zee were
from the Eastern Crowned Warbler indeed.
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Varia

China’s rarest robins: Rufous-headed
Robin, Firethroat and Blackthroat

The East Asian robins (‘chats’) of the genera Calliope,
Larvivora, Luscinia and Tarsiger are a very popular
group among birders. The combination of beautiful
plumages and often very skulking behaviour makes
this group a challenging but also rewarding quest.
Some species rank among the most-wanted Asian
vagrants to be encountered in Europe (and also on
Palearctic vagrant hotspots in the USA, especially
the Alaskan islands in the Bering Sea), such as Red-
flanked Bluetail T cyanurus (although no longer the
mega rarity that it once was) and the ‘golden trio”:
Siberian Rubythroat C calliope, Siberian Blue Robin
Larvivora cyane and Rufous-tailed Robin L sibilans.
However, these four species may be (ultra) rare in
Europe, they are not within their Asian breeding
and wintering areas. This is quite different for an-
other trio of East Asian robins, which are extremely
rare within their restricted breeding and wintering
ranges and which, therefore, rank as ornithological
prize birds for those birders who are anxious to find
the hardest-to-find species in Asia or to complete
their Asian or Holarctic bird list. These three are
Firethroat C pectardens, Blackthroat C obscura and
Rufous-headed Robin L ruficeps.

Taxonomy

Until recently, the Palearctic ‘robins” were divided
into the genera Erithacus, Irania, Luscinia and
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Tarsiger, with most of the Eastern Palearctic spe-
cies placed in Luscinia (eg, del Hoyo et al 2005).
Based on studies of both mitochondrial and nu-
clear sequences, Sangster et al (2010) concluded
that the division most commonly used was para-
phyletic and could no longer be maintained. They
proposed to (re)instate the genera Calliope and
Larvivora for some of the Eastern Palearctic spe-
cies, a treatment now followed by several institu-
tions and journals (eg, Redactie Dutch Birding
2012). In this new treatment, the genus Calliope
contains four species: Siberian Rubythroat, White-
tailed Rubythroat C pectoralis, Blackthroat and
Firethroat. The genus Larvivora now holds Indian
Blue L brunnea, Rufous-tailed, Siberian Blue,
Japanese L akahige, Ryukyu L komadori and
Rufous-headed Robin (note that the subspecies
L k namiyei of Ryukyu is distinct in several aspects
and may deserve species status; Chikara 2013).
Another taxonomic dispute focused — a longer
time ago — on the species status of Firethroat and
Blackthroat. First, these were considered colour
morphs (red-throated and black-throated) of a sin-
gle species (cf Goodwin & Vaurie 1956) but Ripley
(1958) demonstrated that both taxa deserve spe-
cies status, based on subtle differences in head
pattern, a treatment that has been followed since.
The songs of both species sound rather similar (cf
recordings on www.xeno-canto.org), which may
have contributed to this confusion. Recently,
Alstrom et al (2013) investigated the taxonomic
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28 Rufous-headed Robin / Roodkopnachtegaal Larvivora ruficeps, male, Jiuzhaigou, Sichuan, China,
17 May 2013 (Pete Morris/Birdquest)

status of both taxa based on analyses of mitochon-
drial and nuclear DNA, vocalisations and distri-
butions. Phylogenetic analysis confirmed that they
are sister species, their genetic divergence (cyto-
chrome b 6.4%) being comparable with several
other species pairs of ‘chats’. Discriminant func-
tion analysis of songs correctly classified 88% of
the recordings. Based on these congruent differ-
ences in morphology, songs and molecular mark-
ers, it was confirmed that they are appropriately
treated as separate species.

Rufous-headed Robin

Rufous-headed Robin is known from only four
sites in north-central Sichuan and southern Shaanxi
in south-western China. Within its breeding range,
it occurs in temperate mixed coniferous and de-
ciduous forest and deciduous scrub, particularly
associated with narrow river valleys at 2400-2800
m, where it may be specialised to areas of succes-
sional willow scrub in valley bottoms which de-
velop following flash-floods. In Jiu Zhai Gou
National Park, six singing males were heard along
3-4 km of the valley near Nuorilong in 1991, and
four singing males and two females were seen
along ¢ 400 m of trail in the valley above ‘Pearl
Shoal waterfall’” in June 1995. The paucity of

records suggests that it probably has a localised
distribution and a small population. The species
has been recorded on its Chinese breeding grounds
between mid-May and early August. The single
record of a bird presumably wintering in the
mountains of Peninsular Malaysia in March (see
below) indicates that the species is a long-distance
migrant, presumably wintering in Malaysia.

The species qualifies as ‘Vulnerable” because it
has a small population as a result of forest destruc-
tion and possibly dam construction and appears to
be very specific regarding its habitat requirements.
A moderate and on-going population decline is
suspected, owing to habitat loss and degradation
within the species’ range. The main threat is likely
to be the loss and fragmentation of forest.

This is a medium-sized (15 c¢cm) robin with, in
males, an orange-rufous head, black face and
black-bordered white throat. The upperparts are
grey, the upperbreast and flanks are grey and the
remainder of the underparts is white; the tail is
blackish with rufous fringes and blackish tips to
the outer tail-feathers. Females are very similar to
female Siberian Blue Robin but show darker ear-
coverts, a mottled dark throat, greyer flanks and
rufous in the tail (MacKinnon & Phillipps 2000,
Jeyarajasingam 2012). The song consists of well-
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29-31 Rufous-headed Robin / Roodkopnachtegaal Larvivora ruficeps, first-winter female, Phnom Penh, Cambodia,

20 November 2012 (James A Eaton)




spaced, powerful, rich phrases; two call types are
a deepish tuc or toc and a soft, thin si (BirdLife
International 2013c¢).

Up to 2012, the only record outside China was
in Malaysia, where a male was mist-netted in
heather scrub at 2030 m at Gunong Brinchang,
Cameron Highlands, Pahang, in March 1963
(McClure 1964, BirdLife International 2001).
Then, in November 2012, Simon Mahood ob-
served an immature ‘robin” in his garden in urban
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The plumage of the bird
did not match one of the expected species and,
based on comments from James Eaton and Paul
Leader, it was identified as a first-winter female
Rufous-headed Robin, constituting the first record
for Cambodia and the first-ever of an individual of
this age (Mahood 2012, Mahood et al 2013).

Firethroat

Firethroat breeds in dense thickets and scrub in
valley bottoms and along streams in montane for-
estat 1900-3700 m in Sichuan, Yunnan and south-
eastern Tibet, China, and is a non-breeding visitor
to Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya, India (ex-
ceptionally west to Sikkim and West Bengal, see,
eg, Acharya & Vijayan 2010), northern Myanmar

Varia

and Bangladesh. It appears to be very rare, with
recent records on the breeding grounds coming
from Wolong Biosphere Reserve, areas north and
east of Maerkang and Labahe, Sichuan (James
Eaton in litt). However, it is probably under-re-
corded as much of its range is remote and seldom
visited by ornithologists. It has probably declined
within its range and is suspected to have a moder-
ately small population, which has presumably
been affected by deforestation. Therefore, it is cur-
rently considered ‘Near Threatened’ (BirdLife
International 2013a). However, given the large
range of habitat that the species is found in, some-
times very degraded, roadside scrub, it may be lo-
cally common (James Eaton in litt).

The species measures 12.5 cm and is named
after its fiery orange-red throat and upperbreast.
The orange-red part is bordered by dense black
breast-sides, with an isolated small white patch
near the wing bend. The face is black and the up-
perhead, neck, upperparts and uppertail are dark
blue-grey, with some white in the tail-sides.
Immature males are much duller but still show a
hint of pale orange on the underparts. Females
and immatures are olive-brown above with a buff
white throat, pale buffish breast, olive-buff flanks,

32 Rufous-headed Robin / Roodkopnachtegaal Larvivora ruficeps, male, Jiuzhaigou, Sichuan, China,

17 May 2013 (Pete Morris/Birdquest)
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33 Firethroat / Pére Davids Nachtegaal Calliope pectardens, male, Wolong Biosphere Reserve, Sichuan, China
10 May 2012 (Werner Miiller)

34 Firethroat / Pére Davids Nachtegaal Calliope pectardens, male, Chengdu, Sichuan, China, 2 May 2012
(Werner Miiller)




buff undertail-coverts and a white belly centre
(MacKinnon & Phillipps 2000, BirdLife Inter-
national 2013a).

In contrast with Blackthroat and Rufous-headed
Robin, which have been recorded outside China
only exceptionally, Firethroat can be found in
winter in Bangladesh, north-eastern India and
Myanmar. However, also in these areas it is rare,
local and hard to find. Encouraging news, how-
ever, came recently from Bangladesh, where nine
birds were observed in the Pashua-Tanguar Haors
(wetland areas in the north-east) during surveys in
late winter and early spring 2012 (http://tinyurl.
com/|9ab7qk).

Blackthroat

Blackthroat (also known as Black-throated (Blue)
Robin) breeds in the mountains of east-central
China, where it was, until recently, known from
only a few scattered records from Gansu, Shaanxi
and Sichuan, together with only a handful of pre-
sumed non-breeding records from southern China
and northern Thailand. As recently as June 2011,
a team consisting of Per Alstrom, Gang Song, Xue-
bin Gao, Huisheng Gong and Yong-wen Zhang

Varia

rediscovered the breeding areas in the Qinling
mountains, Shaanxi. Seven singing males were
observed in Foping and another seven in Chang-
ging National Nature Reserves — almost equaling
the total number of individuals observed since the
discovery of the species in the late 19th century.
In 2012, 24 males and two females were found
(Song et al in press). The results of the 2011 and
2012 surveys, as well as the paucity of records,
suggest that it probably has a localised distribu-
tion and a small population but the locally dense
populations found in 2011-12 and the vast ex-
panses of suitable habitat suggest that the breed-
ing population might be healthy. Several recent
surveys of potentially suitable sites in southern
Sichuan, however, have failed to record any birds.
Blackthroat qualifies as ‘Vulnerable’ because it
has a small population, thought to be declining as
a result of destruction of temperate forests within
its breeding grounds. Its habitat requirements and
altitudinal range are poorly known. In Gansu,
there are historical records from bamboo thickets
on the tops of ridges dividing valleys at 3050-
3350 m. Almost all individuals found during the
2011 survey were on mountain slopes at 2400-

35 Firethroat / Pére Davids Nachtegaal Calliope pectardens, first-winter male, North 24 Parganas district,
West Bengal, India, 11 March 2012 (Kshounish S Ray) 36 Firethroat / Pere Davids Nachtegaal Calliope pectardens,

male, Erlangshan, Sichuan, China, 24 May 2013 (Pete Morris/Birdquest)
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37 Firethroat / Pere Davids Nachtegaal Calliope pectardens, first-winter male, North 24 Parganas district,
West Bengal, India, 11 March 2012 (Kshounish S Ray)

2500 m in large, dense expanses of bamboo in
open coniferous and mixed coniferous-broad-
leaved forest. The species has in the past also been
recorded from Jiuzhaigou and Baihe Nature
Reserves in Sichuan and Taibai Shan National
Nature Reserve in Shaanxi. Forest cover has de-
clined rapidly in Sichuan since the late 1960s,
through exploitation of timber and clearance for
cultivation and pasture, and substantial areas of
temperate forest have been lost; clearing of bam-
boo forest may have affected Blackthroat in par-
ticular and explain, eg, the disappearance from
Jiuzhaigou (James Eaton in litt). A number of pro-
tected areas established for Giant Panda Ailuro-
poda melanoleuca contain potentially suitable
habitat but the species’ distribution in these areas
is poorly known (BirdLife International 2013b).
Blackthroat is a small (c 12.5 cm) robin. The
male has a black throat and breast with white un-
derparts, dull dark blue upperparts, white basal
two-thirds to the outer tail-feathers (creating a
wheatear Oenanthe-like pattern) and dark legs and
feet. The female has brown upperparts, buffish un-
derparts, white undertail-coverts, a more buff-col-
oured tail and paler pinkish legs. The song consists
of rather shrill phrases, alternated with purring
trills; one call type is a subdued tup (MacKinnon &
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Phillipps 2000, BirdLife International 2013b).

On 2 May 2011, a first-summer male was found
at the Sichuan University campus in Chengdu,
Sichuan, which is known as a good place for mi-
gratory birds (www.swild.cn/News-40.html). This
one-day bird was seen by just a handful of observ-
ers and was well photographed — constituting the
first photographs ever taken of the species in the
wild (Qian & Yi 2011). In 2012 and 2013, a few
10s of birders visited the breeding sites in May-
June and were rewarded with mostly brief but
sometimes prolonged views, often after many
hours of searching and waiting (cf www.dutch-
birding.nl/news.php?ntype=17).

Outside China, there are only two records (con-
cerning three individuals), both in Thailand, where
it may be a very scarce passage migrant or winter
visitor. A female was collected at 400 m at Nong
Bong Khai (Bung Khai), Chiang Saen district,
Chiang Rai province, in February 1965 and a male
and female were observed drinking at a small
stream in lowland forest at ¢ 300 m in Jarim
National Park, Nan, in March 2000. In addition, a
female of probably this species was reported at
Doi Inthanon, Thailand, in December 1981
(BirdLife International 2001).



Varia

38 Blackthroat / Zwartkeelnachtegaal Calliope obscura, male, Changquing NP, Shaanxi, China, 23 June 2012
(Tang Jun/Chinabirdtour.com)

39 Blackthroat / Zwartkeelnachtegaal Calliope obscura, first-summer male, Sichuan University, Shengdu, Sichuan,
China, 2 May 2011 (He Yi)
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40 Blackthroat / Zwartkeelnachtegaal Calliope obscura,
male, Changquing NP, Shaanxi, China, 4 June 2013
(Tang Jun/Chinabirdtour.com)
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DBA-nieuws

Dutch Birding-fonds Het Dutch Birding-fonds is in
2002 in het leven geroepen om onderzoek ten behoeve
van publicaties in Dutch Birding te stimuleren en finan-
cieel te ondersteunen (Dutch Birding 24: 125, 2002).
Met het fonds willen we (bestuur en redactie van Dutch
Birding) eventuele financiéle belemmeringen bij voge-
laars weghalen om onderzoek te verrichten, het verga-
ren, analyseren en verspreiden van kennis stimuleren en
het aanbod aan hoogwaardige artikelen verhogen. Met
behulp van het fonds kunnen bijvoorbeeld reis- en ver-
blijfkosten ten behoeve van veldonderzoek en/of muse-
umbezoek of kosten voor het opvragen van literatuur
worden betaald. Het fonds richt zich primair op publica-
ties op gebied van determinatie, taxonomie en/of ver-
spreiding van bepaalde taxa. Auteurs die een bijdrage
ontvangen verplichten zich om de resultaten van hun
onderzoek te publiceren in Dutch Birding en eventueel
te presenteren op de DB-website of in lezingen.

De afgelopen jaren zijn drie aanvragen gehonoreerd
(variérend van enkele 100-en tot 1350 EUR) die tot pu-
blicaties in Dutch Birding hebben geleid (‘Identification
of adult American Herring Gull’, Peter Adriaens & Bruce
Mactavish, Dutch Birding 26: 151-179, 2004; ‘White-
headed Long-tailed Bushtits in the Netherlands’, Justin
Jansen & Wim Nap, Dutch Birding 30: 293-308, 2008;
en ‘Identification of White Wagtail and Pied Wagtail’,
Peter Adriaens, Davy Bosman & Joris Elst, Dutch Birding
32: 229-250, 2010). Verder heeft het fonds financieel
bijgedragen aan museumonderzoek in Tring, Engeland,
door Nils van Duivendijk naar Kortbekzeekoeten Uria
lomvia, Blauwborsten Luscinia svecica en roodborst-

[Dutch Birding 36: 39, 2014]

tapuiten Saxicola. Een deel van de resultaten werd ge-
bruikt in het gevalsartikel over de Kortbekzeekoet in
Nederland in juli-augustus 2012 (Dutch Birding 35:
100-106, 2013) en andere resultaten zullen op een later
moment in publicaties worden verwerkt. Vanuit het
fonds leveren we tevens een financiéle bijdrage (1500
EUR) aan het onderzoek (met halsbanden en satelliet-
zenders) naar de herkomst en verspreiding van in
Nederland overzomerende Casarca’s Tadorna ferrugi-
nea. De resultaten van dit onderzoek zullen in verschil-
lende tijdschriften worden gepubliceerd, waarbij in
goed overleg naar een logische verdeling wordt gezocht.
Recent is een aanvraag bij het fonds goedgekeurd (2000
EUR) voor onderzoek naar de herkenning en kleedvari-
atie van taxa binnen het Stormmeeuwen Larus canus-
complex (Peter Adriaens & Chris Gibbins). De auteurs
bezoeken deze winter Georgié om vogels van het taxon
L c heinei in het veld te bestuderen.

Nieuwe aanvragen worden beoordeeld door de (kern)
redactie en bij een positief advies ter bekrachtiging
voorgelegd aan het bestuur. Auteurs die voorstellen of
ideeén hebben voor mogelijk te financieren projecten
en die daarover van gedachten willen wisselen wordt
verzocht contact op te nemen met de redactie (editors@
dutchbirding.nl). Hoewel het fonds tot nu toe vooral
omvangrijke studies mogelijk heeft gemaakt is het na-
drukkelijk ook bedoeld voor ‘kleine’” onderwerpen, zo-
als compacte determinatieartikelen (/D notes), waarbij
de financiéle ondersteuning een duwtje in de rug kan
zijn. REDACTIE DUTCH BIRDING
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Redactiemededelingen

Naamgeving van taxa
in Dutch Birding

Voor taxonomie, naamgeving en volgorde van in
Nederland waargenomen taxa houdt Dutch Bird-
ing zich aan de beslissingen van de Commissie
Systematiek Nederlandse Avifauna (CSNA) (Sang-
ster et al 1999, 2003, 2009). Dit is een gevolg van
afspraken tussen Dutch Birding Association (DBA),
Nederlandse Ornithologische Unie (NOU) en
Sovon Vogelonderzoek Nederland die werden ge-
maakt in het kader van de publicatie van Avifauna
van Nederland (van den Berg & Bosman 1999,
2001, Bijlsma et al 2001).

Voor taxonomie van niet in Nederland vastge-
stelde taxa wordt de derde en vierde editie van
‘Howard and Moore’ (Dickinson 2003, Dickinson
& Remsen 2013) gevolgd, behoudens aanvullin-
gen en wijzigingen gepresenteerd in redactieme-
dedelingen in de eerste nummers van Dutch
Birding-jaargangen. De volgorde van families van
non-passerines (en de meeste taxa in deze fami-
lies) sluit aan op Cracrafts bijdrage in Dickinson &
Remsen (2013) en Sangster et al (2013). De meest
opvallende verandering is het gevolg van de ont-
dekking dat roofvogels (Accipitriformes, Falconi-
formes) niet een monofyletische groep vormen,
dat papegaaien (Psittaciformes) de nauwste ver-
want van de zangvogels (Passeriformes) zijn en
dat valken (Falconiformes) nauw verwant zijn aan
papegaaien en zangvogels (cf Sangster et al 2013).
In de in 2008 door DBA gepubliceerde lijst van
vogelnamen (van den Berg 2008) zijn alle redac-
tiemededelingen van Dutch Birding jaargang 19-
30 (1997-2008) verwerkt en in de digitale versie
op www.dutchbirding.nl tevens die van 2009-13
(Redactie Dutch Birding 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013) en 2014.

Onder het West-Palearctische gebied (‘de WP’)
wordt sinds 2013 in Dutch Birding een groter ge-
bied verstaan dan voorheen, namelijk Europa met
inbegrip van Macaronesié, alle landen die gren-
zen aan de Middellandse of Zwarte Zee, het
Arabische schiereiland (sensu lato) en Iran.
Aangezien landsgrenzen worden gevolgd komen
de definities van dit gebied wel in grote lijnen
maar niet precies overeen met de door, eg, Martins
& Hirschfeld (1998) gedefinieerde WP. In tabel 1
staan nieuwe wijzigingen in de naamgeving van
WP-taxa vermeld die per 1 januari 2014 in Dutch
Birding worden doorgevoerd. Aan de lijst van vo-
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gelsoorten binnen het WP-gebied kan een aantal
worden toegevoegd, zoals Omaanse Uil / Omani
Owl Strix omanensis (Oman) en Geelkeelzanger /
Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica
(Azoren). Zie Redactie Dutch Birding (2009,
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) voor andere recentelijk
toegevoegde soorten.

Voor Engelse vogelnamen volgt Dutch Birding
sinds 1 januari 2008 de aanbevelingen van het
Internationaal Ornithologisch Congres (I0C) (Gill
& Wright 2006, Gill & Donsker 2013), met enkele
uitzonderingen (cf Olson & Banks 2007, Redactie
Dutch Birding 2009, 2010, 2011). Aanvullingen
en wijzigingen worden door het I0C op internet
gepubliceerd en veranderingen in Engelse namen
worden overgenomen door Dutch Birding, zoals
sinds 1 januari 2014: Zarudny’s Sparrow (in plaats
van Asian Desert Sparrow) en Great Rosefinch (in
plaats van Caucasian Great Rosefinch). Bovendien
zijn de volgende (niet door I0C vermelde) onder-
soortnamen gewijzigd: Lesser Canada Goose
(was Intermediate Canada Goose), Richardson’s
Cackling Goose (was Hutchins” Cackling Goose)
en Ridgway’s Cackling Goose (was Dark Cackling
Goose) (see www.bbrc.org.uk/swans-to-ducks).

De redactie dankt Kees Roselaar en George
Sangster voor hun assistentie.

Summary

TAXA NAMES IN DUTCH BIRDING From 1 January 2014,
Dutch Birding will use revised names or new taxonomic
treatments for taxa listed in table 1. For English vernacu-
lar names, updates by the International Ornithological
Congress are followed. New species documented in
2013 for a WP region defined as Europe with Maca-
ronesia, all countries bordering the Black and Medi-
terranean Sea, the Arabian Peninsula (sensu lato) and
Iran, include, eg, Omani Owl Strix omanensis (Oman)
and Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica
(Azores).

Verwijzingen

van den Berg, A B 2008. Dutch Birding-vogelnamen:
lijst van West-Palearctische vogelsoorten 2008 —
Dutch Birding bird names: list of Western Palearctic
bird species 2008. Amsterdam.

van den Berg, A B & Bosman, C A W 1999, 2001.
Zeldzame vogels van Nederland — Rare birds of the
Netherlands. Avifauna van Nederland 1. Eerste, twee-
de druk. Haarlem.

Bijlsma, R G, Hustings, F & Camphuysen, C ] 2001.
Algemene en schaarse vogels van Nederland — Com-
mon and scarce birds of the Netherlands. Avifauna
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Redactiemededelingen

TABEL 1 Vanaf 1 januari 2014 door Dutch Birding gebruikte gewijzigde wetenschappelijke namen van West-
Palearctische (WP) taxa / Revised scientific names for Western Palearctic (WP) taxa used in Dutch Birding from
1 January 2014

Amerikaanse Grote Zilverreiger / American Great Egret
Casmerodius egretta (was Casmerodius albus egretta)

Verschillen in DNA en kleur van naakte delen onder-
scheiden Amerikaanse Grote Zilverreiger Casmerodius
egretta van de drie ondersoorten van Grote Zilverreiger
in Eurazié, Zuidoost-Azié/Australié en Afrika (C albus
albus, C a modestus en C a melanorhynchos).

Based on differences in genetics and bare parts colo-
ration, American Great Egret Casmerodius egretta is se-
parated as a species from the three subspecies of Great
White Egret in Eurasia, south-eastern Asia/Australia and
Africa (C albus albus, C a modestus and C a melano-
rhynchos) (Sheldon 1987, McCracken & Sheldon 1998,
Pratt 2011).

Riippells Gier / Riippell’s Vulture Cyps rueppelli (was
Gyps rueppellii)
Cf Dickinson & Remsen (2013).

Siberische Tjiftjaf / Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus
tristis (was Phylloscopus collybita tristis)
Cf, eg, Dean & Svensson (2005), Marova et al (2013).

Westelijke Baardgrasmus / Western Subalpine Warbler
Sylvia inornata (incl S i inornata & S i iberiae) (was Sylvia
cantillans inornata & S c cantillans)

Cf Svensson (2013a, b); eg, Dutch Birding 35: 341,
2013.

Balkanbaardgrasmus / Eastern Subalpine Warbler Sylvia
cantillans (incl S c cantillans & S c albistriata) (was Sylvia
cantillans albistriata)

Cf Svensson (2013a, b); eg, Dutch Birding 35: 341,
2013.

Siberische Braamsluiper / Blyth’s Lesser Whitethroat
Sylvia althaea blythi (was Sylvia curruca blythi)

Vale Braamsluiper / Central Asian Lesser Whitethroat
Sylvia althaea halimodendri (was Sylvia curruca halimo-
dendri)

Een analyse van braamsluipers (Humes Braamsluiper

S althaea en Braamsluiper S curruca) laat zien dat er op
basis van mitochondriale genen zes clades zijn corres-
ponderend met bestaande taxa, althaea, blythi, curruca,
halimodendri, margelanica en minula die een andere
verspreiding hebben dan tot nu toe werd aangenomen
(de laatste twee niet broedend in de WP) (Olsson et al
2013). De fylogenie laat zien dat althaea, blythi, halimo-
dendri en margelanica meer dan 4.2 miljoen geleden
werden gescheiden van curruca en minula. Daaruit
vloeit voort dat blythi en halimodendri (en margelanica)
geen ondersoorten van nominaat curruca zijn maar tot
de althaea-groep dienen te worden gerekend. De fylo-
genie toont bovendien dat splits tussen de vier taxa van
deze althaea-groep tussen 1-2.5 miljoen jaar geleden
plaatsvonden en dat ze net als curruca en minula, die
nog langer geleden uiteen gingen, vermoedelijk het best
als soorten kunnen worden beschouwd. Een artikel over
diagnostische verschillen in geluid en verenkleed tussen
de zes is in voorbereiding (Paul Leader pers meded).

A new analysis of the lesser whitethroat complex
(Hume’s Whitethroat S althaea and Lesser Whitethroat S
curruca) supported by mitochondrial genes shows that it
consists of six main clades corresponding to previously
known taxa, althaea, blythi, curruca, halimodendri, mar-
gelanica and minula with a different distribution than
previously assumed, the last two not breeding in the WP
(Olsson et al 2013). Moreover, the mitochondrial gene
tree reveals a basal dichotomy, with the clade of althaea,
blythi, halimodendri and margelanica well separated
since more than 4.2 mya from the clade of curruca and
minula. The splits between althaea, blythi, halimodendri
and margelanica have occurred later, approximately
between 1.0 and 2.5 mya, less long ago than the split
between curruca and minula. These genetic distances
suggest that, probably, each of the six clades can be re-
garded as species. A paper showing the diagnosability of
their sounds and plumage is currently in preparation
(Paul Leader pers comm).

Roodmus / Common Rosefinch Erythrina erythrina (was
Carpodacus erythrinus)
Cf Zuccon et al (2012), Sangster et al (2013).
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WP reports

This review lists rare and interesting birds reported in the
Western Palearctic (WP) mainly from late November
2013 to late January 2014. The reports are largely un-
checked and their publication here does not imply future
acceptance by a rarities committee. Observers are re-
quested to submit their records to each country’s rarities
committee. Corrections are welcome and will be pub-
lished.

WP BOUNDARIES The WP region as defined by Dutch
Birding follows country borders and differs from that by
Birds of the Western Palearctic (BWP; Cramp 1977) by
excluding, eg, parts of Mauritania and Chad, and includ-
ing Iran and all of the Arabian Peninsula, in accordance
with Photographic handbook of birds of the Western
Palearctic by Svensson & Shirihai (in prep). A list of
all species of DB’s WP region can be found in a pdf at
www.dutchbirding.nl.

GEESETO DUCKS It has been another difficult year for the
Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus popula-
tion in Swedish Lappland as only 43 individuals survived
the summer, compared with ¢ 120 two years ago and 49
last year. In the summers of 2012 and 2013, many were
predated when flightless during moult by a White-tailed
Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla (cf Dutch Birding 34: 395,
2012). Not a single young was raised in 2012 and only
one in 2013. In an effort to compensate the losses, first-
and second-year birds from Russia wearing green rings
were released in the main breeding area (49 in 2013). In
Greece, 57 were counted at Kerkini on 11 December. An
adult ‘Grey-bellied Brent Goose’ Branta was identified at
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Dundrum Inner Bay, Down, Northern Ireland, in early
December. As in previous winters, not only singles, twos
and threes but also flocks of Red-breasted Geese B rufi-
collis stayed in the Netherlands, mostly in Friesland on
Schiermonnikoog (eight until 16 November and five
from 17 November to 2 December) and Terschelling
(eight from 22 November to 20 December) and on Texel,
Noord-Holland (up to nine from 29 December to at least
18 January). On 20 December, an adult male American
White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi deglandi re-
turned to Njarovik, Iceland. If accepted, a male Asian
White-winged Scoter M deglandi stejnegeri photograph-
ed off Musselburgh, Lothian, Scotland, on 26 December
will be the first for Britain (the one in Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, in 2011 turned out to be an American White-
winged Scoter). On 25 December, the adult male
American Scoter M americana at Steengehus, Sjeelland,
Denmark, returned to winter. Male Baikal Teals Anas for-
mosa were seen at Marshside, Lancashire, England, from
30 November to 11 December and in the Netherlands
first at Arnhem, Gelderland, on 14-17 December and
then at Driel, Gelderland, from 20 December into
January. In Ireland, the American Black Duck A rubripes
remained on Achill Island, Mayo, until 5 December, to-
gether with a hybrid. The seventh and eighth Wood
Ducks Aix sponsa for Iceland were a female taken into
care (died) on Heimaey on 29 November and another
female there on 6 December.

GREBES TO TUBENOSES A Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus

podiceps occurred on North Uist, Outer Hebrides, Scot-
land, from 6 December to at least 14 January. Another

[Dutch Birding 36: 42-55, 2014]
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43-44 Verreaux’s Eagle / Zwarte Arend Aquila verrauxii, subadult, Eilat mountains, Israel, 22 December 2013
(Dirk Hilbers) 45 Allen’s Gallinule / Afrikaanse Purperhoen Porphyrio alleni, adult, Wied Gholliega, Malta, 7 January
2014 (Natalino Fenech)
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46 Yellow-billed Loon / Geelsnavelduiker Gavia adamsii, first-year, Lac du Der-Chantecoq, Sainte-Marie-du-Lac-
Nuisement, Marne, France, 13 December 2013 (David Monticelli)

47 Yellow-billed Loon / Geelsnavelduiker Cavia adamsii, adult, Brixham, Devon, England, 3 January 2014
(Sam Woods)
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48 Thick-billed Murre / Kortbekzeekoet Uria lomvia, Portland harbour, Dorset, England, 29 December 2013
(Kit Day)

49 Yellow-billed Loon / Geelsnavelduiker Gavia adamsii, first-year, Goczatkowicki reservoir, Slaskie, Poland,
29 December 2013 (Michat Baran)
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50 Spoon-billed Sandpiper / Lepelbekstrandloper Calidris pygmea, adult winter, with Red-necked Stint /
Roodkeelstrandloper C ruficollis, adult winter, Pak Thale, Thailand, 8 January 2014 (Edwin Winkel)

51 Wilson’s Snipes / Amerikaanse Watersnippen Gallinago delicata, Tejina, La Laguna, Tenerife, Canary Islands,
26 October 2013 (Ramén Ferndndez Febles)




remained at Etang des Aulnes, Saint-Martin-de Crau,
Bouches-du-Rhone, France, through December to late
January. Rufous Turtle Doves Streptopelia orientalis mee-
na were photographed at Nordhassel, Vest-Agder, Nor-
way, on 7 December (first-year), at Suchedniéw, Poland,
from 22 December into January (returning bird, previ-
ously seen in April 2013) and at Uusikaupunki, Finland,
from 24 December to at least 26 January (first-winter). An
adult Allen’s Gallinule Porphyrio alleni was present on
Malta on at least 29-30 December, while the second for
Greece turned up at Noronis, Crete, on 26 December.
An American Coot Fulica americana at Loch Flemington,
Highland, Scotland, from 5 January onwards was the
sixth for Britain. The first Macqueen’s Bustard Chlamy-
dotis macqueenii in Turkey for about a century was found
injured near Konya, Turkey, in December. Well-visited
Yellow-billed Loons Cavia adamsii were those at Lac du
Der-Chantecoq, Marne, France, from 8 December to at
least late January (juvenile), Brixham Harbour, Devon,
England, from 25 December onwards (second-winter),
and Goczatkowicki, Slaskie, Poland, on 27-29 December.
In the Netherlands, a first-winter was found at Rhederlaag,
Gelderland, on 26 January. On 16-27 November, the
adult Pacific Loon C pacifica was back again in Cornwall,
England, where possibly the same bird was seen for the
first time on 21 February 2007. On 7 December, the
fourth Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus for Poland was
photographed at Hel, Gdarisk bay (a dozen were report-
ed for Britain during December).

STORKS TO IBISES A first-year Black Stork Ciconia nigra
photographed near the airport of Boavista on 21 Decem-
ber was the first for Cape Verde Islands. A juvenile
Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea on
Santa Maria, Azores, from 31 December into late January
concerned a new arrival. On 24 November, two juvenile
hand-raised Northern Bald lbises Geronticus eremita
from a re-introduced free-flying colony in Griinau im
Almtal, Oberosterreich, Austria, arrived to winter at
Stadskanaal, Groningen, the Netherlands, where they
remained to at least late January. The birds wore colour
rings (KT 1718 en KT 1721) and were identified as
‘Fridolin’ (white-aluminium/green-green) and ‘Romeo’
(white-aluminium/green-orange). Both hatched in spring
2013 and they are used to flying free and well able to
forage for themselves. They are expected to return to their
colony as this happened in previous cases of first-years
wandering widely (eg, in the winter of 2012/13, one
(‘Kurt’) spent the winter alone in Belgium and returned to
Griinau in early summer). The influx of Glossy Ibises
Plegadlis falcinellus in north-western Europe was still ap-
parent with at least 36 present at various sites in Britain
in the second week of January alone, up to 40 in the
Netherlands from late November to at least mid-January,
and five photographed at Tvaroyri, Suduroy, on 6 January,
constituting the third record for the Faeroes.

WADERS The first Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semi-
palmatus for the Canary Islands on La Palma from
4 October 2013 stayed until at least 12 December.
A Caspian Plover C asiaticus at Wissenkerke, Zeeland,
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from 10 to at least 26 January was the third for the
Netherlands and the first in Europe in mid-winter. The
only record of Slender-billed Curlew Numenius tenuiros-
tris for Britain at Druridge Bay, Northumberland, England,
on 4-7 May 1998 has now been reviewed and rejected
(cf Br Birds 95: 272-278, 279-299, 2002). The last indi-
viduals well documented by photographs were those
wintering at Merja Zerga, Morocco, until 21 February
1995. New genetic research on nuDNA and mtDNA con-
firms that three morphologically distinct and geographi-
cally separated taxa of Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
may be regarded as species, Icelandic L islandica, Euro-
pean L /imosa and Asian Black-tailed Godwit L mela-
nuroides (Trimbos et al 2014 in PLoS ONE 9 (1), http://
tinyurl.com/ogncxxy; see also Geographical variation in
waders by Roselaar & Engelmoer 1998). In Thailand, this
winter’s first Spoon-billed Sandpiper Calidris pygmea was
seen on 27 October 2013 at Khok Kham followed by up
to five at Pak Thale from 1 November onwards; interest-
ingly, one of 25 white-flagged hand-reared individuals
released shortly before migration at the species” breeding
grounds in Russia was found at Samut Maneerat on
7 November. In Ireland, an unseasonal Baird’s Sandpiper
C bairdii was seen at Blennerville, Kerry, on 28 December.
A White-rumped Sandpiper C fuscicollis at Vossemeer,
Flevoland/Overijssel, from 14 December to at least 15
January and a Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes at Vatrop,
Wieringen, Noord-Holland, from 23 November through
late January concern the first winter records of both spe-
cies for the Netherlands (previously, they were never seen
later than 5 and 19 November, respectively). Other Lesser
Yellowlegs wintered at Faro, Portugal, until at least 4 Janu-
ary, in Badajoz, Spain, from 30 December to at least
11 January, and in Hampshire, England, until at least mid-
January. The first-winter Short-billed Dowitcher Limno-
dromus griseus on North Ronaldsay, Orkney, Scotland,
from 17 November stayed until at least 10 January. Two
photographed Wilson’s Snipes Callinago delicata on
Tenerife from 17 October 2013 to at least 8 December
were the first for the Canary Islands. A 0.6 g geolocator
fited on a Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
breeding on Fetlar, Shetland, Scotland, revealed that it is
an extremely long-distance migrant using the route of the
American population for its 25 600 km (16 000 miles) an-
nual migration round trip: after flying north-westward to
Iceland and Greenland, it went south along the eastern
side of North America, the Caribbean and across Mexico,
ending up in the Pacific off the coasts of Ecuador and
Peru, returning after winter to Fetlar following the same
route north and eastward. Arguably, the ancestors of the
Scottish birds derive from the New World, unlike the
population in mainland Europe (eg, Norway and Sweden),
which winters in the Arabian Sea.

AUKS TO TERNS On 7 December, a summer-plumaged
adult Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia flew past a single
observer at Skagen, Nordjylland (the last twitchable for
Denmark occurred in 1998). In England, singles were
photographed at Filey, North Yorkshire, on 3 December
and at Portland, Dorset, from ¢ 19 to 31 December; near-
ly all British records are from Scotland (cf Dutch Birding
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52 Snowy Owl / Sneeuwuil Bubo scandiacus, Zeebrugge, immature male, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,
22 December 2013 (Marten Miske)

53 Snowy Owl / Sneeuwuil Bubo scandiacus, immature male, Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,
23 December 2013 (Martin van der Schalk)
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54 Ivory Gull / lvoormeeuw Pagophila eburnea, first-year, Patrington, East Yorkshire, England, 19 December 2013
(Glyn Sellors) 55 Ivory Gull / lvoormeeuw Pagophila eburnea, first-year, Patrington, East Yorkshire, England,
22 December 2013 (Dave Barnes) 56 Ivory Gull / lvoormeeuw Pagophila eburnea, first-year, and Snowy Owl /
Sneeuwuil Bubo scandiacus, Hanstholm, Nordjylland, Denmark, 22 December 2013 (Kenneth Bach Christensen)
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35: 88-99, 2013). A surprising number of sightings of
first-winter lvory Gulls Pagophila eburnea included six in
Norway, five in England, five in Scotland, two in Iceland
and singles in Denmark, Ireland and Sweden: at Bolun-
garvik, Iceland, on 29 November; at Seaburn, Durham,
England, on 30 November; at Laxvik, Halland, Sweden,
on 1 December and then at Bastads, Skane, Sweden, un-
til 10 December; at Skagastrond, Iceland, on 3 December;
on North Uist on 4 December; at Tarbat Ness, Highland,
on 5 December; at Seahouses, Northumberland, England,
on 7 December (two); at Boddam, Scotland, on 7 Decem-
ber; on Evie, Orkney, on 12-14 December; at Patrington
Haven, East Yorkshire, England, on 15-25 December;
at Hanstholm, Nordjylland, Denmark, from 20 Decem-
ber; on Lewis, Outer Hebrides, on 21-29 December; at
Hartlepool Headland, Cleveland, England, in early
January; and at Tacumshin, Wexford, Ireland, from
8 January onwards. From Hordaland to Nord-Trendelag,
Norway, six were found in November-December. On
23 November, a first-winter Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia
rosea was photographed at Saint-Pierre-de-Bceuf, Loire,
France. Adults stayed at Uthaug, Ser-Trendelag, Norway,
on 18-22 December and off Salthill, Galway, in the after-
noon of 4 January. On 13 January, an adult reportedly
flew past Dungeness, Kent, England. In Poland, the re-
turning Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis colour-ringed
(red PAA3) at Szczecin-Klucz on 23 December 2005
turned up at Ostréda, Warminsko-Mazurskie, on 2 Janu-
ary (this bird was found at Maasbracht, Limburg, the
Netherlands, on 23 February 2012 and last seen in this

area across the Belgian border on 2 March 2012). A sub-
adult gull photographed at IJmuiden, Noord-Holland,
on 2 February 2013 may turn out to be the first
Smithsonian Gull L smithsonianus for the Netherlands
(http://bit.ly/1jphNtd). An adult Thayer’s Gull L thayeri
was photographed at Killybegs, Donegal, Ireland, on
15 December and another possible one was present at
Gower peninsula, Glamorgan, Wales, until at least 10
January. In 2013, 11 pairs of Whiskered Tern Chlidonias
hybrida nested again at Kropswolderbuitenpolder, Gro-
ningen, where 26-28 pairs produced c 60 juveniles in
2012; it is the first time that the species bred two succes-
sive years at the same site in the Netherlands. A Forster’s
Tern Sterna forsteri turned up at Réthoville, Manche,
France, on 8 December. For its 11th winter, the adult in
Galway remained until 4 December. On 8 December, a
Royal Tern S maxima was seen at Djerba, Tunisia.

RAPTORS TO OWLS In Kuwait, a first-winter female
Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus was photo-
graphed at Al Abraq on 23 November, and five were seen
in the United Arab Emirates during December. An unsea-
sonal Griffon Vulture Cyps fulvus stayed near Obrigheim,
Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany, from 2 to at least 18 January.
In Spain, a first-winter Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila
clanga first seen at Laguna de Navaseca, Ciudad Real,
Castilia-La Mancha, Spain, on 7 December was photo-
graphed a few km north of Daimiel on 30 December;
during December and early January, three others were
seen in Barcelona and Girona, and three stayed at El

57 Presumed Red-tailed Shrike / vermoedelijke Turkestaanse Klauwier Lanius phoenicuroides, first-year, Zeebrugge,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, 11 November 2013 (Filip De Ruwe)
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58 Greater Spotted Eagle / Bastaardarend Aquila clanga,
first-year, Daimiel, Ciudad Real, Castilla-La Mancha,
Spain, 30 December 2013 (Edward J van Ijzendoorn)

Hondo, Alicante. In south-western France, up to two
remained at Saint-Martin-de-Seignanx, Landes, from
December to at least 14 January. A subadult Verreaux’s
Eagle A verreauxii was photographed at Amram Pillars,
Eilat mountains, on 22 December; in Israel, the species
has become very rare, this latest one being the first in
three years. In Ireland, droppings collected from the
juvenile male Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius at
Tacumshin, Wexford, from 21 October 2013 to at least
15 November were analysed and the DNA proved to be
identical to specimens from North America. In the south-
east of the Netherlands, two successful breeding records
of Black Kite Milvus migrans occurred in 2013. The
long-staying Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus at
Tweede Maasvlakte, Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands,
from 25 September 2013 was still present in late January.
In Narbonne, Aude, France, one was present through
December until at least 12 January. Two twitchable
Northern Hawk-Owls Surnia ulula were present in
Denmark during December. In Germany, two of the three
still present in December (of this winter’s total of six) re-
mained into January. The fourth for the Netherlands at
Zwolle, Overijssel, from 12 November through late
January attracted 1000s of birders and a lot of media at-
tention. A Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum
at Lettele near Deventer, Overijssel, from 10 December
through late January was the eighth for the Netherlands
(the first was as recent as 2002). The first Tawny Owl Strix
aluco for Madeira was found dead floating in a pond at
Casa Velha do Palheiro hotel on 4 November. In eastern
North America, an unprecedented invasion of Snowy
Owls Bubo scandiacus occurred. The first sighting in
Newfoundland, Canada, was on 15 November and then
numbers increased rapidly with, eg, 91 on 8 December
at Cape Pine and 206 on 9 December along Cape Race
road. In the eastern USA, the first on 21 November was
followed by 693 sightings in the next four weeks.
Individuals turned up at various unlikely places far south,
such as Little Talbot Island State Park, Florida, USA, on

59 Streak-throated Swallow / Indische Klifzwaluw
Petrochelidon fluvicola, immature, Jahra Pools
Reserve, Kuwait, 7 December 2013 (Mike Pope)

6 January (c third Florida record) and on Bermuda, and
many were seen on ships in the Atlantic Ocean , some
staying on board during the crossing and reaching
European shores. The first new arrival in England was
washed ashore near St Buryan, Cornwall, on 7 December.
In north-western France, one stayed west of Calais, Pas-
de-Calais, on 19-21 December; a first-winter female was
present in Charente-Maritime from 17 January. In
Belgium, a young male was seen at Zeebrugge, West-
Vlaanderen, on 21-25 December and at Lovendegem,
Oost-Vlaanderen, on 27 December. In Denmark, a
young female was present at Hanstholm, Nordjylland,
from 21 December onwards. In the Netherlands, a first-
winter female was first photographed on Texel, Noord-
Holland, on 28 December (first reported on 26 December)
and then on Vlieland, Friesland, from 30 December into
late January; another female was photographed near
Midsland, Terschelling, Friesland, on 18 January and a
young male (possiby the Zeebrugge bird) turned up at
Polder Zeevang north of Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, on
19 January. On 21 January, a first-winter female was seen
in urban area in Amsterdam and probably the same
stayed the next day on a house rooftop at De Goorn,
Noord-Holland. In 2013, a record 16 territoria of
Eurasian Eagle Owl B bubo were counted in the Nether-
lands, not only in Limburg but also in the Gelderland,
Noord-Brabant and Overijssel provinces (the first well-
documented breeding occurred in 1997 near Maastricht,
Limburg).

BEE-EATERS TO SWALLOWS A White-throated Bee-eater
Merops albicollis videoed at Gleb Jdiane on 5-6 Decem-
ber was the first for Western Sahara, Morocco, and the
WP sensu BWP. In 2013, again two pairs of European
Bee-eaters Merops apiaster bred in the Netherlands; this
century, only in three years no successful breeding
occurred (in 2003-04 and 2009). A male Middle Spotted
Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius seen by many at
Gram Slotspark, Ribe, from 13 to at least 30 December
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60 Black-faced Bunting / Maskergors Emberiza spodocephala, first-winter female, Ratvika, Mare og Romsdal,
Norway, 10 December 2013 (Frank Grenningsaeter)

61 Lincoln’s Sparrow / Lincolns Gors Melospiza lincolnii, Hafnarfjérour, Iceland, 9 December 2013
(Sindri Skdlason)

52



WP reports

: - —
62 Parrot Crosbill / Grote Kruisbek Loxia pytyopsittacus, female, Lanaken, Limburg, Belgium, 2 January 2014
(Filip De Ruwe)

63 American Buff-bellied Pipit / Amerikaanse Waterpieper Anthus rubescens rubescens, Burton Marsh, Cheshire,
England, 21 December 2013 (Dave Kelsall)
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64 Brown Shrike / Bruine Klauwier Lanius cristatus,
second calendar-year, Azewijnsche Broek, Gelderland,
Netherlands, 19 January 2014 (Norbert Uhlhaas)

was the first for Denmark since 1959 (when the species
became extinct as a breeder). A Brown Shrike Lanius
cristatus at Azewijnsche Broek, Achterhoek, Gelderland,
from 18 January onwards was the first for the Netherlands
and the c 27th for Europe (of which 10 were in Scotland
and seven in England). The first Streak-throated Swallow
Petrochelidon fluvicola for Kuwait and second for the
WP sensu BWP was photographed at Jahra Pools Reserve,
Al-Jahra, on 6-7 December; the first for the WP was in
Egypt on 19 November 2003.

WARBLERS The third or fourth Two-barred Warbler Phy/-
loscopus plumbeitarsus for the Netherlands was trapped
at Kamperhoek, Flevoland, on 23 November; it was
rediscovered on 29 November and observed daily until
3 December, then seen and/or heard every other day or
so until 25 December, after which it was reported only
once or twice until 3 January. In the Canary Islands, up to
26 Yellow-browed Warblers P inornatus were wintering
on Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (where one on 10-12
January was ringed on Helgoland, Schleswig-Holstein,
Germany, in September 2013). Surprisingly, five were
found in the Figuig region of south-eastern Morocco on
3-6 November. An African Desert Warbler Sylvia deserti
stayed on La Graciosa, Canary Islands, from 30 October
2013 to at least 26 November. In the Netherlands,
Hume’s Whitethroats S althaea blythi/halimodendri
stayed, eg, at Eemshaven, Groningen, from 14 December
to 10 January and at Culemborg, Gelderland, from
11 January onwards. One was trapped at Ghadira, Malta
on 28 November and, in England, there was a handful in
January of which one was trapped at Tynemouth,
Northumberland. Whether all these whitethroats con-
cerned the Central Asian subspecies S a halimodendri
will have to be confirmed by pending analyses. In
England, an unseasonal Melodious Warbler Hippolais
polyglotta stayed at Winspit Valley, Dorset, on 6-9
December.
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65 Snow Bunting / Sneeuwgors Plectrophenax nivalis,
first-year male, Acre, Israel, 26 December 2013
(Yoav Perlman)

THRUSHES The American Robin Turdus migratorius on
South Uist, Outer Hebrides, from 17 November remained
until 3 December. A Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla at
Sabrya Farm on 3-26 December was the second for
Kuwait, where a male Eversmann’s Redstart Phoenicurus
erythronotus was photographed at Al Abraq on 16-22
November. The Caspian Stonechat Saxicola maurus
hemprichii on St Agnes, Scilly, England, from 17 Novem-
ber stayed until 3 December. On 30 November, a male
Kurdish Wheatear Oenanthe xanthoprymna turned up
at Mount Gilboa, Israel. The sixth Pied Wheatear
O pleschanka for France was a first-winter male at Anglet,
Pyrénées-Atlantiques, on 17-27 November. In England,
a female stayed in Hampshire on 7-17 December.

ACCENTORS TO BUNTINGS A Black-throated Accentor
Prunella atrogularis at Kvassas, Hauge i Dalane, Roga-
land, from 27 November to 12 December was the first
for Norway. In England, an American Buff-bellied Pipit
Anthus rubescens rubescens wintered at Burton Marsh,
Cheshire, from 21 December to at least mid-January. The
invasion of crossbills Loxia into north-western Europe
continued and brought quite a number of Parrot Cross-
bills L pytyopsittacus into Belgium, Britain, Germany, the
Netherlands and even further south; the first for Switzer-
land was photographed at Schaffhausen, Schaffhausen,
on 6 January. The numbers of Two-barred Crossbills
L leucoptera remained lower than those of Parrot with a
total of 13 in Denmark during December alone, a hand-
ful at different sites in the Netherlands during January
and, in Britain, up to 12 at Broomhead Reservoir, South
Yorkshire, up to 15 in Gloucestershire, and three in Wyre
Forest, Shropshire. A Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
at Acre from 20 December onwards was the first for
Israel. The first Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii for
Iceland (and fourth for the WP) stayed at a feeder at
Hafnarfjérour from 7 December into late January; all pre-
vious ones were on Corvo, Azores. A female Black-faced
Bunting Emberiza spodocephala photographed at Rat-



vika, Mare og Romsdal, on 7-8 December was the sec-
ond for Norway. A Rock Bunting £ cia in south-western
Sardinia on 13 December was the first for the island
since 1986.

YEAR LISTS In the Netherlands, Maartje Doorn and Pieter
Doorn reached a record year total in 2013 of, respec-
tively, 354 and 356 species. These totals exclude a
number of taxa still to be decided upon by the Dutch
rarities committee, and follow the taxonomy used from
1 January 2014. As usual, the totals also exclude the
country’s ‘category C’ (introduced) species and birds
trapped for ringing.

WP reports

For a number of reports Birding World, Birdwatch, British Birds,
Go-South Bulletin, Sovon-Nieuws, www.birdguides.com, www.
netfugl.dk, www.rarebirdalert.co.uk and www.trektellen.nl were
consulted. We wish to thank Michal Baran, Richard Bonser,
Christian Brinkman, Rolf Christensen, José Luis Copete, Andrea
Corso, Enno Ebels, Lee Evans, Natalino Fenech, Tommy Frandsen,
Raymond Galea, Steve Gantlett, Geert Groot Koerkamp, Marcello
Grussu, Ricard Gutiérrez, Edward van ljzendoorn, Jodo Jara
(www.birds.pt), Albert de Jong, Alan Knox, Henrik Knudsen, Jari
Korhonen, Thorsten Kriiger, Karim Laidi, tukasz tawicki (www.
clanga.com), James Lidster, André van Loon, Dani Lépez-Velasco,
Bruce Mactavish, Benoit Maire, Alain Mathurin, Gerby Michiel-
sen, Richard Millington, Dominic Mitchell, Geir Mobakken
(Norway), Killian Mullarney, Harm Niesen, Gert Ottens, Yoav
Perlman, Magnus Robb, Luciano Ruggieri, Michael Sammut, Roy
Slaterus, Roland van der Vliet, Peter de Vries, Edwin Winkel,
Emin Yogurtcuoglu and Sabine Zégres for their help in compiling
this review.
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Recente meldingen

Dit overzicht van recente meldingen van zeldzame en
interessante vogels in Nederland beslaat voornamelijk
de periode november-december 2013. De vermelde ge-
vallen zijn merendeels niet geverifieerd en het overzicht
is niet volledig. Alle vogelaars die de moeite namen om
hun waarnemingen aan ons door te geven worden harte-
lijk bedankt. Waarnemers van soorten in Nederland die
worden beoordeeld door de Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) wordt verzocht hun
waarnemingen zo spoedig mogelijk in te dienen via
www.dutchavifauna.nl.

EENDEN Witbuikrotganzen Branta hrota werden veelal
op gebruikelijke locaties langs de kust gezien maar de
aantallen waren relatief laag. Groepjes waren aanwezig
op 10 november bij Lauwersoog, Groningen (14); op
9 december bij Cadzand, Zeeland (vier); op 22 decem-
ber bij Westkapelle, Zeeland (acht); en op 29 december
op Texel, Noord-Holland (vier). Zwarte Rotganzen B ni-
gricans werden voornamelijk gezien op bekende plek-
ken in de Delta en het Waddengebied. Meerdere exem-
plaren bijeen werden gemeld op 7 en 8 december bij
Rilland, Zeeland (twee), en op 7 december op Wieringen,
Noord-Holland (drie). Op 30 oktober vloog een exem-
plaar langs De Vulkaan bij Den Haag, Zuid-Holland.
Roodhalsganzen B ruficollis werden op c¢ 30 plaatsen
waargenomen, met onder andere groepjes van acht zo-
wel in Friesland op Schiermonnikoog en Terschelling als
op Texel. Sneeuwganzen Anser caerulescens werden
van een 10-tal plaatsen gemeld. De hoogste aantallen
Dwergganzen A erythropus kwamen tot 28 november
van Strijen, Zuid-Holland (maximaal 28 op 11 novem-
ber) en vanaf 7 december van Petten, Noord-Holland
(maximaal 37 op 13 december). Elders in het land werd
er nog een handvol gemeld. Zeetrektellers kwamen tot
een aardig totaal van 56 IJseenden Clangula hyemalis,
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waarvan het merendeel langs de Noord-Hollandse kust
vloog. Vanaf 31 december verbleef een mannetje Bril-
zee-eend Melanitta perspicillata in een groep van vele
1000en Zwarte Zee-eenden M nigra en enkele 10-tallen
Grote Zee-eenden M fusca voor de kust van Schiermon-
nikoog. Het mannetje Buffelkopeend Bucephala albeola
was de gehele periode aanwezig op de Gaatkensplas bij
Barendrecht, Zuid-Holland. Er werden negen Witoog-
eenden Aythya nyroca doorgegeven, waaronder lang-
durig pleisterende exemplaren tot 21 november bij
Grave, Noord-Brabant, tot 9 november bij Alphen aan
den Rijn, Zuid-Holland, en van 23 november tot 7 de-
cember bij Lopik, Utrecht. Een (ongeringd) mannetje
Siberische Taling Anas formosa trok de nodige bekijks
van 14 tot 17 december in Meinerswijk bij Arnhem en
van 20 december tot 1 januari bij het nabijgelegen Driel
in Gelderland. Een mannetje Amerikaanse Smient
A americana werd op 25 december waargenomen op
het Drontermeer bij Elburg, Gelderland. Op 15 en 16
november zwom een mannetje Amerikaanse Winter-
taling A carolinensis bij Dijkmanshuizen op Texel.

GIERZWALUWEN TOT STORMVOGELS Aansluitend op de
ongekende influx van Vale Gierzwaluwen Apus pallidus
die zich eind oktober aftekende volgden ook in novem-
ber waarnemingen, namelijk op 2 november langdurig
langs de Oosterscheldekering, Zeeland, en boven Groot-
I)sselmonde in Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, en op 8 no-
vember boven Oostkapelle, Zeeland. De vogel van
Rotterdam werd op 3 november verzwakt opgeraapt en
na te zijn opgelapt in een vogelasiel op 8 november weer
losgelaten. Roodkeelduikers Cavia stellata waren in de-
cember weer in grote aantallen aanwezig: hoewel het
veelal om lokale verplaatsingen ging werden door tellers
ruim 73 000 exemplaren genoteerd. Vanaf zeetrektelpos-
ten werden bovendien 70 Parelduikers G arctica en 15
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Recente meldingen

66 Kleine Geelpootruiter / Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes, eerste-winter, Vatrop, Noord-Holland,
16 december 2013 (Eric Menkveld)

67 Kleine Geelpootruiter / Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes, eerste-winter, Vatrop, Noord-Holland,
28 december 2013 (Frans Bruinsma)
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Recente meldingen

68 Kumliens Meeuw / Kumlien’s Gull Larus glaucoides kumlieni, adult, Scheveningen, Zuid-Holland,
24 december 2013 (Vincent van der Spek)

69 l)sduikers / Great Northern Loons Cavia immer, eerstejaars, Heel, Limburg, 10 december 2013
(Roelof de Beer)




Recente meldingen

70 Vale Glerzwaluw/ Pal