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Identification of White-headed Long-
tailed Bushtit and occurrence in the

Netherlands

Justin | F ] Jansen & Wim Nap

hite-headed Long-tailed Bushtit Aegithalos cauda-

tus caudatus (hereafter caudatus) has been report-
ed more or less annually in the Netherlands since many
years. It has never been considered by the Dutch rarities
committee (CDNA) and reports are rarely documented
by descriptions or photographs. Moreover, van den Berg
& Bosman (2001) mention only two invasion years in
northern Europe during which flocks reportedly reached
the Netherlands (1973 and 1992; but see below), and
they state that individuals with a white head not belong-
ing to caudatus may occur in flocks of Central European
Long-tailed Bushtits A ¢ europaeus (hereafter europae-
us). This statement indicates that the identification of
caudatus can be problematic. The ambiguous position
of caudatus on the Dutch list (too ‘common’ to be con-
sidered, too ‘rare’ to produce many well-documented
records) was reason for us to investigate the identifica-
tion criteria by which it can be safely distinguished from
europaeus with white heads (which are often assumed
to have intermediate features as a result of intergrada-
tion). On basis of these criteria, we set ourselves to the
task to re-evaluate all traceable reports of caudatus in
the Netherlands. To reach this goal, we consulted litera-
ture, studied specimens in museum collections and in-
vestigated old reports. Furthermore, we received infor-
mation on reports of (presumed) caudatus from a number
of observers.

Long-tailed Bushtit subspecies groups

Long-tailed Bushtit is a widespread Palearctic species
breeding in a continuous zone from Ireland in the west
to Japan in the east. Four subspecies groups (with a total
of 19 subspecies) are recognized (Harrap & Quinn
1996), of which the first three occur (partly) in the WP:
the caudatus group (one subspecies); the europaeus
group (including rosaceus, aremoricus, taiti, europaeus,
macedonicus, tauricus, magnus, trivirgatus and kiusi-
uensis); the alpinus group (including irbii, italiae, siculus,
tephronotus, major, alpinus and passekii); and the glau-
cogularis group (including glaucogularis and vinaceus).
The alpinus and europaeus groups together are often re-
ferred to as Southern Long-tailed Bushtit while the strik-
ing Sicilian Long-tailed Bushtit A c siculus is sometimes
treated as a ‘special’ taxon (cf van den Berg 2008). As
stated in Harrap & Quinn (1996) and Small (2004): ‘In
regions where the groups meet, there are extensive areas
occupied by very variable populations of ‘hybrids’.
These areas of hybridization (and, probably, the whole
range of the europaeus group) are zones of secondary

[Dutch Birding 30: 293-308, 2008]

intergradation, where two populations have met rela-
tively recently’. Indeed, intergradation can be found in
both caudatus and europaeus and the intergrades are
highly variable. This high level of intergradation between
the groups clouds the taxonomic position of the different
groups but it is noteworthy to mention that according to
some authors caudatus is probably best treated as a
separate species (Evans 2004, cf Small 2004).

Type localities of caudatus and europaeus

From the type localities designated by Linnaeus for cau-
datus as ‘Sweden’ in 1758 and by Hermann for euro-
paeus as ‘Basel, Switzerland’ in 1804, the type speci-
mens no longer exist. However, specimens collected at
or near these type localities can be found in some col-
lections and these were studied.

Distribution of caudatus and intermediates

with europaeus

Caudatus inhabits Fennoscandia (Denmark (mixed
breeding with europaeus; Rolf Christensen in litt, Klaus
Malling Olsen in litt)), Finland (up to Ivalo, northern
Lapland; Dick Forsman in litt), Norway (up to Saltfjord;
Haftorn 1971) and Sweden (Ojanen & Orell 1982));
continental Europe (Estonia, northern Germany (mixed
breeding with europaeus in many areas), Kazakhstan,
Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia, Poland (also mixed breed-
ing with europaeus), Russia and Ukraine (Dementiev &
Gladkov 1970)); and the Far East (China, as far south as
Beidahei, Hebei province (Williams 2000), Japan
(Hokkaido, Rebun-to, Rishiri-to and Yezzo; Swinhoe
1874, Vorobiev 1954, Gore & Won 1971), Mongolia,
North Korea and Russia (including the southern Kurile
Islands) (Cramp & Perrins 1993)). As a straggler, cauda-
tus has been recorded in, for instance, Greece (Handrinos
& Akriotis 1997) and ltaly (eg, at Pejo, Dolomites, Italy,
on 4 April 1997; Stefano Fantini in litt). Caudatus is still
expanding to the south and now occurs south of the
range indicated in Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer (1993)
and Cramp & Perrins (1993) in, for instance, China,
where birds turned up in the Ili area, Xingjian (Ma Ming
2001, Ma Ming in litt); Kazakhstan, where it can be
found in the Dzhungarskiy Alatau and at the Charyn
river valley, Dzhabagly, in the Talasskiy Alatau (Gavrilov
1999, Wassink & Oreel 2007; Sergey Sklyarenko in litt);
Kyrgyzstan, where two birds were noted at Barskaun
Gorge, Issyk Kul, on 14 April 2003; Michael Westerbjerg
Andersen in litt); and northern South Korea (eg, at Seoul
and on Socheong Island; Nial Moores in litt).
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FIGURE 1 Long-tailed Bushtits / Staartmezen Aegithalos caudatus (Szabolcs Kékay). 1 europaeus, 2 caudatus. Both
birds closely matching description of type specimens of both subspecies.

FIGURE 2 Central European Long-tailed Bushtits / Staartmezen Aegithalos caudatus europaeus (Szabolcs Kékay).
1 note faint band running from forehead over eye and nape. 2 note scattered darker feathers on head and not sharply
defined neck-band. 3 note some dark feathers on nape and clearly visible indication of breast-band. Tertials in this
bird showing prominent white outer web. 4 typical europaeus but lacking breast-band and showing dark streak on
flank. 5 note small darkish spot above eye, otherwise strongly matching caudatus in plumage. 6 bird showing some
brownish feathers at edge of neck-band rather than black feathers, rendering neck-band not sharply defined. Tertials
in this bird showing prominent dark inner web.
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Europaeus showing white heads have been found
breeding in Austria (Brader & Auberecht 2003); Belgium
(Justin Jansen pers obs); Bosnia & Herzegovina (speci-
mens at various museums); Croatia (specimens at vari-
ous museums); the Czech Republic (Kren 2000);
Denmark (Brandt 1974, Harrap & Quinn 1996); France
(Jouard 1929, Olioso 1997); Germany (eg, Brehm 1831,
Gebhart & Sunkel 1954, Schmidt 1954, Mildenberger
1984, Wiist 1986, Schmidt & Wolf Colmorgen 1990,
Steffens et al 1998); Hungary (Istvan Katona in litt);
northern lta[y (specimens in  various museums);
Liechtenstein (Schmid et al 1998); Luxembourg (Mel-
chior et al 1987); Macedonia (Makatsch 1950); the
Netherlands (eg, Voous 1968, 1972, van Santen & Rense
1970, van Dijken 1997); Poland (Bogucki 1959,
Tomiatoj¢ & Stawarczyk 2003); Romania (Harrap &
Quinn 1996); Serbia & Montenegro (Rasajski 2004);
Slovakia (specimens in various museums); Sweden
(Gotland; Kallander 1978, Ullman 1989, Thor Veen in
litt); Switzerland (Schmid et al 1998); Turkey (Roselaar
1995, Guy Kirwan in litt) and Ukraine (Harrap & Quinn
1996). Probably, white-headed (‘intermediate’) birds
may also occasionally breed in Albania, Bulgaria and
Greece but no proof has yet been published.

Movements, wintering and vagrancy of caudatus and
europaeus

Caudatus shows dispersive movements and, in some
years, individuals are found outside the breeding range.
Invasions into north-western Europe have an eastern
origin (Durango 1941, Svédrdson 1957, Ehrenroth 1976)
and some large ones have occurred. For instance, at the
Ventes Ragas ringing station, Silute, Lithuania, several
invasions have been noted; in normal years, only a few
10s of Long-tailed Bushtits (almost 100% caudatus) are
trapped here but in 1985 (5754 individuals), 1986
(7893), 1996 (4416), 2000 (15 428), 2001 (5374) and
2003 (4470) the numbers were much higher than usual
and, in total, no less than 70 935 have been trapped
here in 1984-2003 (Vytautas Jusys in litt). At Rybachy,
Russia, 16 571 individuals were trapped in 1956-97
with peaks in the same years as at Ventes Ragas. In 1973,
a mass irruption occurred in northern Europe from mid-
September (Hildén 1977). How far and quickly some
birds can move is illustrated by a caudatus ringed at
Rybachy, Murmansk, Russia (the northernmost part of
continental European Russia) on 11 October 1958
which was retrapped eight days later at Falsterbo, Skane,
Sweden (c 500 km to the west; Paevskii 1973, Ehrenroth
1976). Some caudatus cover even larger distances. For
example, a bird ringed at Kardon Lebedyanskiy (56:16 N,
47:18 E), Cheboksry, Chyvach, Russia, on 25 June 2000
and retrapped in Lithuania at Ventes Ragas (55:21 N,
21:13 E) on 7 October 2000 had covered 1623 km in
104 days (Vytautas Jusys in litt).

Based on information from the Belgian and Swiss
ringing centres, most europaeus are largely sedentary
with movements of only up to 140 km. In some years,
however, europaeus shows dispersive movements as
well and can turn up far outside the breeding range,
seemingly in all directions. Some move westwards (as
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most caudatus do), as demonstrated by three birds
ringed at Willebroek, Antwerpen, Belgium, on 10 Octo-
ber 2001 and retrapped at Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex,
England, on 21 October 2001 (231 km) (the late Alphons
Willemsen in litt). The c 200 seen at Happisburgh,
Norfolk, England, on 31 October 1971 were most likely
of continental origin as well (Brown & Grice 2005).
Others move to the south-east. For instance, a bird
ringed in Belgium on 2 March 1936 was found on Chios,
Greece, on 2 November 1937 (c 2700 km), the furthest
ringing recovery of any Long-tailed Bushtit (Handrinos &
Akriotis 1997). There are also movements to the east as,
for instance, noted in Poland every winter (Tomiatoj¢ &
Stawarczyk 2003). In Lithuania, europaeus has been
trapped at Ventes Ragas with, for instance, 15 individu-
als in 2000, 11 in 2001 and 15 in 2003 (Vytautas Jusys
in litt). A south-eastward migration was also noted in a
bird (presumably of subspecies A ¢ rosaceus but possi-
bly a ‘returning’ europaeus) ringed at Happisburgh,
Norfolk, on 22 October 1983 and retrapped 205 km
south-southeast at De Panne, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,
on 8 September 1984 (Mead & Hudson 1985, Herroelen
1991, Cramp & Perrins 1993).

As a vagrant, europaeus has been recorded in Estonia
(a few birds trapped at Sérve bird observatory; Estonian
Birding Society in litt); Finland (Helle et al 1976, Dick
Forsman in litt, Antero Lindholm in litt); Norway
(Folkestad 1974, Alf Tore Mjos in litt); Russia (Shapoval
1989); and Ukraine (Wayne Scott in litt). In most coun-
tries, the number of sightings of intermediate birds is
increasing. Also, there are sight records in Scotland,
with a few in Orkney (Booth et al 1984) and six in
Shetland (Pennington et al 2004).

Comparison of characters of caudatus and europaeus
In 2003-08, as part of a wider study on Long-tailed
Bushtit subspecies, Justin Jansen examined specimens at
the Institute of Zoology, Almaty, Kazakhstan (IZA);
Natural History Museum, Tring, England (NHM); Natio-
naal Natuurhistorisch Museum Naturalis, Leiden, the
Netherlands (NNM); University Museum of Zoology
Cambridge, Cambridge, England (UMZC); Manchester
Museum, University of Manchester, Manchester, England
(MMUM); Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris,
France (MNHM); Oxford University Museum of Natural
History, Oxford, England (OMNH); Zod6logisch Museum
Amsterdam, Amsterdam, the Netherlands (ZMA); and
Zoologisches Forschungsinstitut und Museum Alexander
Koenig, Bonn, Germany (ZFMK). Additional information
was received from the Institute of Zoology of the
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia,
Yerevan, Armenia (IZAC); Staatliches Museum fur Natur-
kunde, Stuttgart, Germany (SMNS); Naturhistorisches
Museum der Burgergemeinde Bern, Bern, Switzerland
(NMBE); and Zoological Museum of Moscow State
University, Moscow, Russia (ZMUM).

For this paper specifically, J) examined 235 individu-
als of caudatus and 415 of europaeus, both specimens
in museums as well as from photographs taken in the
respective breeding areas with localities noted by the
photographers, to check their identification features.
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358 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit/ Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, female (collected at Leiden,
Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, on 1 November 1859; RMNH 130.852), Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum/Naturalis,
Leiden, 27 January 2006 (Justin / F ] Jansen). Note that this specimen was labelled as europaeus. However, it shows
all characters of caudatus, the dark smudges on the head being dirt. 359 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit /
Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus (collected at Stockholm, Sweden, without date; ZMA 41027),
Zoologisch Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 6 March 2003 (Maarten-Pieter
Lantsheer). Note dark tertials with very limited pale fringes, indicating variability of this character in this taxon.

Only adult-type birds were taken into account, ie, adult
birds and first-year birds that, from September onwards,
had finished their (complete) post-juvenile moult (cf
Svensson 1992). Identification in non-adult plumage, if
possible at all, is beyond the scope of this paper.
Excluded from the research were partially white birds
(like, for instance, a bird observed in the autumn of
2003 at Stiffkey, Norfolk, England, with a white head,
white tail and other anomalous white patches; Richard
Millington in litt).

The variation in europaeus was notable when exam-
ining birds from the type locality area in Switzerland,

ranging from white-headed individuals to the ‘classic’
ones depicted in well-known field guides (eg, Jonsson
(1992) and Svensson et al (1999)). Variation appeared
more limited in caudatus during examination of birds
from the type locality ‘Sweden’.

Head

The head of caudatus is all white. This all-white head is
the sole feature that is conclusive to separate caudatus
from europaeus. The statement in Kehoe (2006) that ‘...
some pure caudatus do show some faint grey streaking
on the head-sides behind the eye’ was not confirmed by

297



Identification of White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit and occurrence in the Netherlands




Identification of White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit and occurrence in the Netherlands

360 Central European Long-tailed Bushtits / Staartmezen Aegithalos caudatus europaeus (collected at Leiden, Zuid-
Holland, Netherlands), Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum/Naturalis, Leiden, 8 January 2006 (Justin | F ] Jansen).
From left to right: male, 5 February 1880; sex unknown, 26 January 1879; male, 7 January 1875; male, 5 March 1874;
male, 17 December 1873; male, 14 December 1873; male, 25 January 1869; male, 14 December 1862; male,
23 March 1860; and female, 1 September 1859. Note variation in amount of white on head.

361 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtits/Witkopstaartmezen Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Nationaal Natuurhistorisch
Museum/Naturalis, Leiden, 8 January 2006 (Justin | F | Jansen). From left to right: male, collected at Hefanesti,
Romania, on 20 February 1908; female, collected at Tarbagatai, south of Tomsk, Russia, on 23 December 1913; male,
collected at Tarbagatai on 1T March 1914; and male, collected at Bielefeld, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany, in 1893.
Note strong variation in tertial coloration.

362 Central European Long-tailed Bushtits / Staartmezen Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, Nationaal Natuurhistorisch
Museum/Naturalis, Leiden, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, 24 August 2005 (Justin ] F | Jansen). From left to right: male,
collected at Nuenen, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands, on 16 December 1911; male collected at Nuenen on 27 Decem-
ber 1911; collected at Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands, on 11 February 1912; female collected at Nuenen
on 9 December 1911; male collected at Woensel, Noord-Brabant, on 20 January 1919; male collected at Woensel

on 10 June 1919. Note variation in tertial coloration.

our research. This all-white head and the sharply defined
black neck-band on the nape and the upper mantle give
caudatus a contrasting appearance. However, the sharp-
ly defined neck-band can also be found in some euro-
paeus. The width of the neck-band varies in both sub-
species. Europaeus and other subspecies show a more
or less pronounced lateral crown-stripe or remnants of
this crown-stripe, especially behind the eye. A small
percentage of europaeus are white-headed (probably
¢ 2% in the Netherlands; this estimation being based on
the fact that, up to July 2008, 15 449 sightings of euro-
paeus have been uploaded on www.waarneming.nl and
366 ‘intermediates’). Some white-headed europaeus
closely resemble caudatus but, upon close examination,
a variable amount of dark mottling can be found. In

these individuals, the brownish to blackish mottling can
be reduced to remnants of the lateral crown-stripes. The
mottling varies throughout the whole range of europae-
us (cf figure 2). When young birds are moulting their
body-feathers in August-September, some black head-
feathers can still be present (in both subspecies). From
November onwards, no caudatus shows any dark mot-
tling and a bird with some dark mottling on the head
should be identified as an intermediate.

Breast-band

According to Harrap & Quinn (1996), caudatus usually
lacks a (vague) breast-band. In our experience, however,
caudatus never shows (even an indication of) a breast-
band. In europaeus and other subspecies of the alpinus/
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363 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaart-

mees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, adult, Hanko,

Halias, Finland, 1 October 2004 (Kari Soilevaara). Note
dark tertials.

europaeus groups, like aremoricus, macedonicus, ro-
saceus and italiae, a breast-band is usually present. As
many intermediate birds also lack a breast-band, it is not
a reliable feature to separate caudatus.

Underparts

Compared with the average europaeus, caudatus may
have clearer white underparts and a soft pinkish wash
from the lower-breast towards the undertail-coverts,
with the darkest parts on the undertail-coverts (cf Cramp
& Perrins 1993), but some intermediate birds can also
show this feature. Most intermediates show similar white
underparts but the darker pinkish wash (clearer marked
and sometimes with darker pinkish spots) and dark
feathers (streaking) on the flanks and, most of all, the
lack of an all-white head reveal their identity. An exam-
ple of an intermediate that could not be separated from
pure caudatus by its underparts coloration concerns a
specimen at ZMFK collected at Mietingen, Baden-
Wiirttemberg, Germany, on 15 October 1929. This bird
is white on its lower-breast and shows a whitish-pink
coloration on its vent and undertail-coverts similar to
caudatus but shows mottling on the head that reveals its
identity as an intermediate.

Scapulars
Cramp & Perrins (1993) and Glutz von Blotzheim &
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364 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaart-

mees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Helgoland,
Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 12 October 2007 (René
van Rossum). Classic nominate caudatus.

Bauer (1993) mention that the pink scapulars and pink-
ish rump are paler in caudatus than in europaeus.
However, this feature varies and should therefore not be
regarded as diagnostic.

Tertials, secondaries and greater coverts

A difference in the conspicuousness of the white margins
on the tertials, secondaries and greater coverts is often
quoted as a supportive character to separate caudatus
and europaeus. Cramp & Perrins (1993) state: ‘Strikingly
whiter margins to tertials and secondaries, and tips to
inner greater coverts white enough to form partial wing-
bar’, and Harrap & Quinn (1996) state: ‘tertial and sec-
ondary fringes average broader, and dark in tertials
sometimes reduced to a shaft streak, although tertials are
usually dark on the inner web’. However, some euro-
paeus, notably those with white heads, also show these
broader and whiter fringes. On the other hand, some
caudatus can show dark tertials with a narrow white
fringe like, for instance, a specimen at ZMA collected at
Lisden, Lithuania, on 29 November 1902 (ZMA 40993).
Some intermediate birds, like a specimen at NNM col-
lected at Zoeterwoude, Zuid-Holland, the Netherlands,
on 16 October 1916 (RMNH 130.747), have almost
completely white tertials. Others show rather dark tertials
with only a narrow white margin (see plate 359, 361-
362). The tertials of ‘sibiricus’ (included in caudatus) are



Identification of White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit and occurrence in the Netherlands

365 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaart-

mees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Makkum, Friesland,

Netherlands, 29 November 2003 (Bas van den Boo-
gaard)

variably coloured. According to Cramp & Perrins (1993),
‘sibiricus’ has whiter tertials than caudatus. However,
many caudatus from Fennoscandia also show much
white on the tertials. It can be concluded that the amount
of white on the tertials is not a reliable feature in itself but
can be used as a supportive character.

Measurements

On average, female caudatus is longer tailed than fe-
male europaeus (the tail length in female caudatus is
87-99 mm and in female europaeus 80-91.5 mm); in
males, the tail length of caudatus is 88-100 mm and of
europaeus 84-99 mm (Witherby et al 1938, Cramp &
Perrins 1993). So, in principle, some may be identified
by tail measurements. However, it has not been speci-
fied whether measurements of intermediate birds were
taken into account. There are no significant differences
in wing length between caudatus and europaeus. The
wing measurements largely overlap (male caudatus 64-
67 mm, male europaeus 60-67 mm, female caudatus
58-67 mm, female europaeus 56-65 mm; Witherby et al
1938, Cramp & Perrins 1993). According to Naumann
(1824), caudatus is smaller billed than europaeus.
However, measurements (eg, Witherby et al 1938,
Cramp & Perrins 1993, own measurements) show that
there are no significant differences in bill size between
caudatus and europaeus.

Vocalizations

According to van Marle et al (1973), there are vocal dif-
ferences between caudatus and europaeus. So far, this
has not been supported by vocal research (Arnoud van
den Berg pers comm). In South Korea, some differences
in vocalizations between caudatus and the local sub-
species magnus have been reported (Mathias Ritchard in
litt, Magnus Robb in litt) but these have not yet been
analyzed.

Status of caudatus in the Netherlands

For the Netherlands, we examined the submitted photo-
graphs and descriptions received via requests on the
Internet and in Dutch Birding (26: 125, 2004), as well as
published records. These included photographs of (pre-
sumed) caudatus (or of presumed intermediate birds)
published on national and regional websites, such as
www.avifaunagroningen.nl,  www.birdpix.nl, www.
dutchbirding.nl and www.waarneming.nl. Additional
information was asked where possible, if records were
published and the observer(s) could be traced. The re-
sults cover 1800-2007 and deal only with the question
whether or not the record was documented well enough
to exclude white-headed europaeus. Subsequently, this
led to the rejection of several records of which the docu-
mentation was regarded as insufficient or absent;
15 caudatus records appeared to be well documented,
involving 56 individuals (see table 1). These 15 records
were supported by a specimen or convincing photo-
graphs, and the all-white head could be established be-
yond doubt. The intriguing report of c 200 birds at
Landgoed Groeneveld, Baarn, Utrecht, on 19 December
1971 (Voous 1972) is insufficiently documented and
therefore not included. A bird found (already long) dead
at Termunten, Groningen, on 2 February 1993 that had
been ringed at Galenbecker See, Mecklenburg-Vorpom-
mern, Germany, on 25 October 1992 might have been a
caudatus but unfortunately its subspecific identity was
not established at the time of ringing (Dierschke 1994,
Jochen Dierschke in litt). A bird depicted in Thijsse
(1906) clearly shows a white-headed europaeus, as
some mottling on the head is visible. There has been a
number of other reports that may refer to caudatus (such
as several flocks in October 1992; cf van den Berg &
Bosman 1999, 2001, Bijlsma et al 2001) but these could
not be considered because of the lack of documenta-
tion.

The fact that only two (15 individuals) of the 15 records
refer to trapped birds indicates that caudatus is genuinely
rare amongst the large numbers of Long-tailed Bushtits
ringed each year in the Netherlands (in 1911-2000,
36 927 individuals have been ringed of which 42 were
reported as caudatus (‘Noordelijke Staartmees’) but most
of these caudatus were not documented and in cases
when there was some form of documentation, many ap-
peared to concern white-headed europaeus; see www.
vogeltrekstation.nl/ohv/094/05-ringverslag_nr85.pdf).
On the other hand, there are also trapped and ringed in-
dividuals that may have concerned true caudatus with-
out being reported as such (eg, one at Kamperhoek,
Flevoland, on 16 April 2005 and a group of 11 birds on
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366 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus (right), with Central

European Long-tailed Bushtit / Staartmees A ¢ europaeus, Oostvaardersdijk, Lelystad, Flevoland, Netherlands,

7 January 2002 (Kees Breek) 367 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus cauda-

tus, Kop Afsluitdijk, Friesland, Netherlands, 25 October 2003 (Jan Hendriksma) 368 White-headed Long-tailed

Bushtit / Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Arnhem, Gelderland, Netherlands, 27 February 2004 (Rik

Winters) 369 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Katwijk aan Zee,
Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, 6 February 2004 (Menno van Duijn)

Schiermonnikoog, Friesland, on 19 November 2005;
Henri Bouwmeester in litt; www.ringstationkamperhoek.
ampe.nl) but these also lack detailed documentation
(only poor quality photographs) to safely establish the
subspecific identity.

Status of caudatus elsewhere in north-western Europe
The status of caudatus in many European countries is
unclear for the same reasons as why it has been in the
Netherlands (by a lack of proper documentation, ab-
sence of clear identification criteria, no consideration by
rarities committees). For Belgium and Britain, some in-
formation is presented here.

In Belgium, none of the 12 reports before 2004 is
documented (Gunter De Smet in litt). After 2004, there
has been a number of reports including some with good
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documentation and it is assumed that caudatus reaches
Belgium in some years (Carlo van der Rijdt in litt). The
subspecies is not considered by the Flemish and
Wallonian rarities committees.

Kehoe (2006) gave the following summary of the sta-
tus of caudatus in Britain: ‘The BBRC [British rarities
committee] has not previously assessed claims of va-
grant Long-tailed Tits but we now propose to consider
reports of white-headed caudatus. We also welcome im-
ages of birds approaching, but not quite matching, the
typical appearance of caudatus, and details of ringing
recoveries that indicate the occurrence of other races.
‘Northern Long-tailed Tit" is on the British List and, al-
though its occurrence has not been closely monitored, it
seems genuinely rare (with perhaps fewer than 30 British
records), although prone to occasional small invasions.
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TABLE 1 Records documented by specimen or photographs of White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit Aegithalos caudatus
caudatus in the Netherlands in 1800-2007 / gevallen gedocumenteerd met balg of foto’s van Witkopstaartmees
Aegithalos caudatus caudatus in Nederland in 1800-2007

1 1 November 1859, Leiden, Zuid-Holland, female,

collected (collection NNM; RMNH 130.852)
(Adriaan van Bemmelen; cf Ebels & Jansen 2004;
plate 358)

2 7 January 2002, Oostvaardersdijk, Lelystad, Flevo-
land, 12, trapped, photographed (Kees Breek; plate
366)

3 25 October 2003, Kop Afsluitdijk, Wdanseradiel,
Friesland, three, trapped, photographed (Jan Hendriks-
ma; plate 367)

4 29 November 2003 to 18 January 2004, Makkum,
Winseradiel, Friesland, six, photographed (Sietze
Bernardus et al; photographs in Ebels & Jansen
2004)

5 18 January to 5 February 2004, Matendonk, Apel-
doorn, Gelderland, photographed (Gerrit van
Ooijen)

6 5-9 February 2004, Katwijk aan Zee, Katwijk, Zuid-
Holland, two, photographed (Menno van Duijn,
Maarten Wielstra et al; plate 369)

7 25-29 February 2004, De Laar West, Arnhem,
Gelderland, two, photographed (Robert Keizer, Rik
Winters et al; plate 368)

8 29 February 2004, Dahliastraat, Enschede, Overijssel,
photographed (Carl Derks)

9 14 March 2004, Hemmeland, Monnickendam,

Waterland, Noord-Holland, photographed (Henk J
Eijgenraam; photographs on http://waarneming.nl/
foto_details.php?id=2730 and -2731)

70 31 March 2005 to 19 April 2005, Nijlande, Eldersloo,
Aa en Hunze, Drenthe, four, photographed (Klaas
van Haeringen; photographs on http://waarneming.
nl/foto_details.php?id=2060, -2061 and -2062)

1121 October 2005, Rottumerplaat, Eemsmond,
Groningen, 19, photographed (Erwin Goutbeek;
photograph on www.dutchbirding.nl and www.
avifaunagroningen.nl)

12 23 December 2005, Hoornse Meer, Groningen, Gro-
ningen, photographed (Martijn Bot; photographs on
www.dutchbirding.nl and www.avifaunagroningen.
nl)

13 21 February 2006, Den Haag, Zuid-Holland, photo-
graphed (John van de Graaf; photograph on www.
dutchbirding.nl and www.vwgdenhaag.nl/verslagen/
waarnemingen_06.htm)

14 14 October 2007, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-
Holland, photographed (Willem van Rijswijk; photo-
graphs on www.dutchbirding.nl)

15 19 October 2007, Wehl, Doetinchem, Gelderland,
photographed (Bennie Teunissen; photograph on
www.dutchbirding.nl)

In most cases, identification is straightforward, as classic
white-headed caudatus is a striking and beautiful bird.
However, as well as the possible pitfall of a leucistic or
otherwise aberrant local bird, intergrades should be
borne in mind (caudatus interbreeds freely with the cen-
tral European europaeus across a narrow band from
Denmark eastwards and these intergrades could poten-

370 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaart-
mees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, Den Haag, Zuid-
Holland, 21 February 2006 (John van de Craaf)

tially occur in Britain). Key identification features in-
clude head pattern (although some pure caudatus do
show some faint grey streaking on the head-sides behind
the eye), tertial pattern (the precise extent of white on
each feather), and the colour of the underparts. In
Britain, only three out of 27 reports listed in Evans (2004)
appear to be well documented: 7 one picked up dead at

371 White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit / Witkopstaart-
mees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus, adult, Suomenoja,
Espoo, Finland, 19 September 2004 (Jussi Vakkala)
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372 Central European Long-tailed Bushtit / Staartmees Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, Leiden, Zuid-Holland,
Netherlands, 8 March 2007 (Herman Berkhoudt). Intermediate bird. Note limited dark streaking behind eye and
indication of breast-band, indicating europaeus. Sharply defined black neck-band more typical for caudatus.

373 Central European Long-tailed Bushtit/ Staartmees Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, adult, Melven, Veghel, Noord-
Brabant, Netherlands, 14 March 2008 (Toy Janssen). Intermediate bird. Head looking almost pure white but still
showing some darker spots; black neck-band not sharply defined.
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374 Central European Long-tailed Bushtit / Staartmees

Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, Leiden, Zuid-Holland,

Netherlands, 8 March 2007 (Herman Berkhoudt). Same

bird as plate 372. Note whitish tertials more typical of
caudatus.

Tynemouth, Northumberland, in November 1852, now
at Hancock Museum (Witherby et al 1938, Galloway &
Meek 1978); 2 up to six birds at Westleton Heath and
Minsmere RSPB Reserve, Suffolk, from 25 January to 25
February 2004 (Small 2004); and 3 up to three birds at
Lewes, Sussex, from 26 January to 17 February 2004
(Cooper et al 2004, Evans 2004). Photographs support
the latter two records.

Conclusions
The identification criteria presented in this paper set a
new standard by which old and new sightings of cauda-
tus can be evaluated and its status as vagrant deter-
mined. The taxon’s only diagnostic character is the all-
white head. Supportive or indicative (but not diagnostic)
characters are: 7 whiter underparts than europaeus, with
the pink most clearly defined on the undertail-coverts,
starting on the lower-breast; 2 tertials with a broad white
outer margin; 3 a large proportion of white on the
mantle; 4 white tips to the median wing-coverts; 5 tail
length in some birds; and 6 the combination of the all-
white head with a sharply defined black neck-band.
The 15 well-documented records of caudatus in the
Netherlands (table 1) indicate that this taxon might be
rarer in north-western Europe than generally thought (cf
Voous 1968, 1972). The extremely small number of re-
ports in Belgium and Britain seems to confirm this. On
the other hand, due to increased observer awareness
and better documentation, which may in part be a result
of the onset of our research, caudatus has been recorded
annually in the Netherlands since 2002. In the past, the
Dutch rarities committee (CDNA) did not consider cau-
datus as it was assumed to occur too often; its occur-
rence is given as ‘irregular and extremely scarce’ by
Bijlsma et al (2001). There is a number of reasons why its
occurrence may have been overestimated in the past:

375 Central European Long-tailed Bushtit / Staartmees

Aegithalos  caudatus europaeus, Stuw Hankate

Hellendoorn, Overijssel, Netherlands, 28 March 2008

(Gerrit Schepers). Intermediate bird. Note brownish

spot on neck-side and scattered darker spots on crown
and nape.

1 the diagnostic characters of caudatus have been mis-
interpreted; and 2 birds with intermediate characters are
often misidentified as caudatus and occur more fre-
quently than thought. Besides, it is now realized that
caudatus shows less movements than possibly thought
in the past, which may have led to a lack of scrutiny
identifications.

On basis of the results described above, caudatus
must be regarded as a vagrant or very irregular irruptive
visitor in the Netherlands, often occurring in small flocks
(occasionally of up to a few 10s of birds) and the CDNA
is advised to admit it to the list of considered taxa. If,
after a few years of consideration, the notion that it is
actually more common than shown by the small number
of current records is confirmed, this taxon can be re-
moved accordingly from the list of considered taxa.
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376-377 Central European Long-tailed Bushtit/ Staartmees Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, adult, Engbertsdijksvenen,

Overijssel, Netherlands, 6 September 2006 (Gerrit Schepers). Intermediate bird. Note brownish wash on neck, indi-

cating europaeus, but clear whitish underparts more indicative of nominate caudatus. 378 Central European Long-

tailed Bushtit / Staartmees Aegithalos caudatus europaeus, adult, Vierlingsbeek, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands,
29 March 2008 (Patrick Palmen). Intermediate bird. Note whitish tertials and strong dark eye-stripe.




Identification of White-headed Long-tailed Bushtit and occurrence in the Netherlands

History, Stockholm, Sweden); Marcel Guentert and
Beatrice Blochlinger (Naturhistorisches Museum  der
Burgergemeinde Bern, Bern, Switzerland); Michael
Brooke and Ray Symonds (UMZC); Bob McGowan
(National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, Scotland);
Henry McGhie (MMUM); Linda Birch (Edward Grey
Institute of Field Ornithology, Oxford, England); Malgosia
Nowak-Kemp (OMNH); Robert Prys-Jones, Mark Adams
and Michael Walters (NHM); Robin Panza (Carnegie
Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh, USA); and
Christina  Couroux (Natural History Museum, Los
Angeles, USA).

We are grateful to Vasil Ananian, Gunter De Smet, Lee
Evans, Geert Groot Koerkamp, Guy Kirwan, Maarten-
Pieter Lantsheer, André van Loon, Ma Ming, Magnus
Ullman, Thor Veen and Ruud Vlek for kindly supplying
data. Special mention goes to the following contributors:
Arnoud van den Berg, Enno Ebels, Klaas Eigenhuis, Dick
Forsman, Jules Fouarge, Gérard Joannés, Vytautas Jusys,
Vladimir Kolbintsev, Antero Lindholm, Alf Tore Mijos,
Georges Olioso, Klaus Malling Olsen, Gerald Oreel,
Mike Pennington, Mathias Ritschard, Magnus Robb,
Deryk Shaw, Rienk Slings, Gerrit Speek, Holmer Vonk,
Arend Wassink, Jorn Wildberger and Keiko Yoshiyashu.

We also thank the Dutch Birding Association for finan-
cially supporting the project through the Dutch Birding
Fund (cf Dutch Birding 24: 125, 2002). Finally, our thanks
go to the editors and board members of Dutch Birding for
support and patience during the preparation of this paper
— it took longer than initially planned.

Samenvatting

HERKENNING VAN WITKOPSTAARTMEES EN VOORKOMEN IN NEDERLAND
De herkenning en het voorkomen in Nederland van Witkop-
staartmees Aegithalos caudatus caudatus (hierna caudatus)
wordt in dit artikel geanalyseerd aan de hand van museum-
studies en studies van veldwaarnemingen en van literatuur en
foto’s.

Caudatus broedt in Fenno-Scandinavié€, oostelijk Europa, het
grootste deel van de voormalige Sovjet-Unie, delen van China
en Japan, Noord- en Zuid-Korea en Mongolié. Sinds het ver-
schijnen van de betreffende delen van Europese handboeken in
1993 wordt de ondersoort op diverse plaatsen zuidelijker vast-
gesteld dan het in dat jaar aangegeven verspreidingsgebied. Het
is een standvogel met in sommige jaren een invasieachtig voor-
komen, waarbij vaak grote aantallen in de Baltische landen wor-
den vastgesteld, en in Noordwest-Europa vastgestelde exempla-
ren zijn van oostelijke herkomst. Zuidelijk en westelijk van het
areaal van caudatus komen diverse ondersoorten van Staartmees
voor die behoren tot de zogenaamde alpinus/europaeus-groe-
pen, zoals in Nederland de ondersoort A ¢ europaeus (hierna
europaeus). Het verspreidingsgebied van europaeus reikt noord-
westelijk tot in Belgié, Denemarken, Duitsland, Nederland,
Polen en Zweden (Gotland). Europaeus is als dwaalgast of
schaarse gast vastgesteld in Engeland, Estland, Finland, Noor-
wegen, Oekraine, Rusland en mogelijk ook in Albanié, Litouwen
en Wit-Rusland. Europaeus is net als caudatus een standvogel
die ook een invasieachtig voorkomen kan vertonen. De record-
houder wat verplaatsing betreft is een vogel die op 2 maart 1936
in Belgié werd geringd en op 2 november 1937 werd gevonden
op Chios in Griekenland (c 2700 km).

Een groot deel van de in de literatuur vermelde kenmerken
van caudatus blijkt ook bij europaeus te kunnen voorkomen,
met name in gebieden met veel intermediaire vogels. Eén ken-
merk van caudatus is echter diagnostisch: een zuiver witte en

geheel ongevlekte kop. Verschillen in biometrie zijn marginaal
(alleen de gemiddeld iets grotere staartlengte van caudatus kan
soms bruikbaar zijn). Verschillen in geluiden zijn tot op heden
nog niet aangetoond. Daarnaast zijn er enkele aanvullende ken-
merken die een aanwijzing voor caudatus zijn maar ook bij in-
termediaire vogels kunnen voorkomen.

In Nederland zijn 15 goed gedocumenteerde gevallen (van in
totaal 56 exemplaren) van caudatus achterhaald die voldoen
aan de in dit artikel geformuleerde determinatiecriteria. Daar-
naast is er een aantal meldingen dat niet (goed) is gedocumen-
teerd. Opmerkelijk is het kleine aantal ringvangsten (twee geval-
len van in totaal 15 exemplaren worden aanvaardbaar geacht).
Omdat jaarlijks in Nederland veel Staartmezen worden geringd
(36927 in 1911-2000) bevestigt dit lage aantal het beeld dat
caudatus daadwerkelijk zeldzaam is. Het feit dat dit taxon niet
als een te beoordelen dwaalgast werd beschouwd kan de ge-
brekkige documentatie van oude meldingen in de hand hebben
gewerkt. De ondersoort is ook in Belgié en Brittannié zeldzaam
en dat ondersteunt het beeld dat hij ook in Nederland zeldzamer
is dan voorheen werd gedacht. Het verkeerde idee over het
voorkomen kan onder meer zijn veroorzaakt door onbekend-
heid met diagnostische kenmerken die resulteerde in verwarring
met intermediaire witkoppige Staartmezen. Uit het feit dat 14
van de 15 gevallen dateren vanaf 2002 kan men ook conclude-
ren dat het documenteren van dit taxon meer serieus is genomen
toen ons onderzoek van start ging.

Geadviseerd wordt om Witkopstaartmees toe te voegen aan
de lijst van (onder)soorten die worden beoordeeld door de
Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) zodat
waarnemers worden gestimuleerd om hun waarnemingen goed
te documenteren en een beter inzicht ontstaat over zijn status en
voorkomen. Indien in de toekomst gemiddeld meer dan twee
waarnemingen per jaar worden aanvaard zou het idee dat het
taxon algemener is dan men op basis van het geringe aantal ge-
vallen zou verwachten worden bevestigd en kan de ondersoort
weer van de beoordeellijst worden afgevoerd.
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Succesvolle broedgevallen van
Ruigpootuilen in Drenthe in 2008

Marnix Jonker, Gert Ottens & Peter van Wetter

Op 23 februari 2008 werd door enkele vogelaars een
zoektocht naar Ruigpootuilen Aegolius funereus
georganiseerd in een aantal Drentse (en aangrenzende
Friese) bossen. De zoektocht was succesvol en leverde
minimaal één roepende vogel op in boswachterij
Schoonloo, Drenthe (Jonker et al 2008). De avonden
erna werden er in overleg met Staatsbosbeheer (SBB)
excursies georganiseerd zodat iedereen in de gelegen-
heid werd gesteld om de vogel(s) waar te nemen. Hierna
werd het bos tot ontoegankelijk gebied verklaard, zodat
een eventuele broedpoging niet verstoord zou worden
door ‘Ruigpootuiltoerisme’.

In alle geheim (maar in overleg met SBB) werd op 15
maart een tweede zoektocht gehouden. Die avond wer-
den er in hetzelfde bos opnieuw meerdere roepende
Ruigpootuilen gehoord. Hierop kregen Marnix Jonker
en Peter van Wetter een vergunning van SBB om samen
met Pauline Arends, Aaldrik Pot (beiden SBB) en Willem
van Manen (SOVON) de vogels de rest van het seizoen
te volgen. In eerste instantie leken de uilen zich te heb-

ben verplaatst. Het mannetje zong rond 21 maart vanaf
een andere locatie een paar 100 m verderop. Enkele da-
gen na deze verplaatsing werd hier ook een vrouwtje
gehoord. Op 31 maart werd echter duidelijk dat er spra-
ke was van twee tegen elkaar in roepende mannetjes.
Begin april werd op beide locaties de zogeheten ‘trill
call’ (of Zeigerolle) gehoord. Dit is een poe-poe-poe-
strofe die minutenlang kan aanhouden en bedoeld is om
het vrouwtje richting het nesthol te lokken (Glutz von
Blotzheim & Bauer 1980). Op 13 april werd gezien dat
een uil een Zwarte Specht Dryocopus martius uit een
hol joeg; 10 dagen later leek het er echter op dat de
specht toch ‘gewonnen’ had aangezien er een vrouw-
tjes-specht in het hol bivakkeerde. Vanaf die avond wer-
den er geen Ruigpootuilen meer gehoord en het leek
erop dat ze vertrokken waren.

Eerste broedgeval (nest 1)
Op 5 mei besloot AP om het eens in de vroege ochtend
te proberen. Om 05:00 zong er kort een mannetje

379 Ruigpootuilen / Boreal Owls Aegolius funereus, juveniel, Schoonloo, Drenthe, 18 juni 2008 (Marnix jonker).

[Dutch Birding 30: 309-312, 2008]

Jongen van nest 1, enkele dagen voor uitvliegen.
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380 Ruigpootuil / Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus, adult, Schoonloo, Drenthe, 22 juni 2008 (Marnix Jonker).
Dit exemplaar was sterk aan het nesthol (nest 2) gebonden.

381 Ruigpootuil / Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus, juveniel, Schoonloo, Drenthe, 16 juli 2008 (Marnix Jonker).
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Ruigpootuil die na enkele strofen alweer stil was. Rond
06:30 was het licht genoeg om de bosvakken wat te
kunnen doorkruisen. AP begon aan enkele bekende bo-
men met holtes te krabben in de hoop dat er misschien
een exemplaar in zo’n hol zat en naar buiten zou ko-
men. Aangekomen bij een Beuk Fagus sylvatica met drie
holen van Zwarte Specht vloog een Kauw Corvus mo-
nedula uit een van de gaten. Dit gat was aan de noord-
kant van de boom en AP liep om de boom heen om ook
een gat aan de oostkant te bekijken. Tot zijn verbazing
werd hij daar aangekeken door een adulte Ruigpootuil!
In alle opwinding draaide hij zich om zijn camera te
pakken. Enkele seconden later keek hij met camera in
de hand weer naar het hol maar was er geen vogel meer
te bekennen. Nogmaals krabben leverde geen resultaat
op en ook het nog enkele uren posten op afstand turend
door een telescoop was vruchteloos. Op 15 mei werd
het hol nader geinspecteerd om meer duidelijkheid te
krijgen. Hiervoor werd de boom in de avondschemering
door WvM beklommen. Na enige meters klimmen keek
er ineens een Ruigpootuil naar buiten. De vogel was
vervolgens wel alert maar niet van plan uit de holte te
vliegen, ook al was WvM vlakbij. Dit suggereerde een
binding met het hol (cf Mikkola 1983). Na 10 dagen van
totale rust om de vogel niet verder te verstoren werd de
plek opnieuw bezocht waarbij werd waargenomen dat
een adulte vogel in de late schemering de holte verliet.
Vervolgens werden op 10 juni bij inspectie van het hol
twee bijna volgroeide jongen, twee niet uitgekomen
eieren en een dode muis gefotografeerd. Op 15 juni
werd voor het eerst gezien dat een jonge Ruigpootuil
voor het gat zat en naar buiten keek. De dag erna wer-
den beide jongen hier gezien. Tussen 18 en 20 juni zijn
ze uitgevlogen maar op 21 juni werden plukresten van
beide gevonden op respectievelijk 11 m en 67 m afstand
van de nestboom. Waarschijnlijk zijn de jongen ten
prooi gevallen aan een Havik Accipiter gentilis.

Tweede broedgeval (nest 2)

Op de avond van 18 juni 2008 bezocht AP wederom de
Beuk waarin op 23 april een vrouwtje Zwarte Specht
werd aangetroffen. Deze boom stond op 532 m (gps)
afstand van de locatie waar het eerste broedgeval plaats-
vond en de holte zat aan de noordkant. Tot zijn verba-
zing stak onmiddellijk na wat krabben een volwassen
Ruigpootuil zijn kop uit het gat. In de daaropvolgende
dagen werd vastgesteld dat de vogel gedurende de dag
in de nestholte verbleef en nog een paar dagen later ble-
ken er drie jongen te zijn. Op 8 juli werd voor het eerst
een naar buiten kijkend jong in de nestopening gezien.
De volgende dag werd door WvM opnieuw een klim-
actie uitgevoerd. De drie jongen in het nest werden toen
geringd. Het kleinste jong bleek sterk vervuild en werd
voorzichtig gewassen. Verder werd de nestholte ontdaan
van een grote hoeveelheid uitwerpselen, braakballen en
maden. Tussen 14 en 19 juli zijn de jonge uilen uitgevlo-
gen. Op laatstgenoemde datum werden op ¢ 75 m van
de nestboom de plukresten van een jong gevonden. De
dag daarop werd in de nabijheid van de nestboom mo-
gelijk nog een wegvliegend jong gezien maar hierover
kon geen zekerheid worden verkregen. Na 20 juli zijn

geen waarnemingen meer gedaan, hoewel het gebied
nog wel enkele malen is bezocht. Eind augustus bleek
het hol bij controle leeg, zodat geconcludeerd kan wor-
den dat bij het tweede broedgeval drie jongen zijn uit-
gevlogen, waarvan in het meest gunstige geval twee de
eerste dagen na het uitvliegen hebben overleefd

Verspreiding en voorkomen

De beschreven broedgevallen betreffen de eerste suc-
cesvolle sinds september 1971 toen in de boswachterij
Gieten, Drenthe, een halfwas jong dood werd gevon-
den. Dat was indertijd tevens het eerste geval van
Ruigpootuil voor Nederland (van den Berg & Bosman
2001). Vervolgens bevonden zich van 1973 tot en met
1979 jaarlijks (tot maximaal negen) territoriale exempla-
ren in het noordoosten van Drenthe. Dit resulteerde in
mislukte broedgevallen in 1974 (verstoring door een
Eekhoorn Sciurus vulgaris die bovenop de bebroede eie-
ren een nest bouwde) en 1977 (ei onbevrucht) (van
lJzendoorn 1980, Boerma et al 1987). Elders in
Nederland bevond zich in deze periode een zingend
exemplaar in boswachterij Hapert te Bladel, Noord-
Brabant, van 15 tot 21 maart 1976 (van der Vliet et al
2000). In 1985-87 werden opnieuw zingende exempla-
ren vastgesteld in het noordoosten van Drenthe en in
1999 aan de provinciegrens tussen Norg en Bakkeveen,
Friesland (Hasper & van Manen 1994, van den Berg &
Bosman 2001). Afgezien van deze ‘broedvogels’ werden
nog negen exemplaren verzwakt, gewond of dood aan-
getroffen elders in het land: Farmsum, Groningen, op 15
oktober 1975; Lelystad, Flevoland, op 17 december
1980; Zwolle, Overijssel, in oktober 1993; Diever,
Drenthe, op 29 mei 1994 (slechts een veer!); Schier-
monnikoog, Friesland, op 1 februari 2000; Hooghalen,
Drenthe, op 12 oktober 2002; Aalsum, Friesland, op 9
december 2002; Hoogeveen, Drenthe, op 2 april 2004;
en Belfeld, Limburg, op 7 maart 2006 (van den Berg &
Bosman 2001, Arnoud van den Berg in litt).

In Europa ligt het zwaartepunt van de verspreiding
van Ruigpootuil in Scandinavié en aansluitend Rusland,
met relictpopulaties in hooggelegen delen van Centraal-
en Oost-Europa (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1980).
De totale Europese populatie wordt geschat op meer
dan 111 000 paar, waarvan 75% in Noorwegen, Zwe-
den, Finland en Rusland (BirdLife International 2004).

De vogel van Farmsum op 15 oktober 1975 was als
jong op het nest geringd op de Liineberger Heide,
Niedersachsen, Duitsland, op 8 mei 1975 (van den Berg
& Bosman 2001). Pas in 1938 werd de soort hier voor
het eerst als broedvogel vastgesteld; daarvoor gold hij in
Noord-Duitsland als zeldzaamheid (van ljzendoorn
1980). De laatste jaren breidt de populatie in Nieder-
sachsen zich langzaam uit in noordelijke en westelijke
richting, zodat de dichtstbijzijnde territoria zich inmid-
dels op minder dan 15 km van de Nederlandse grens
bevinden, ter hoogte van Twente, Overijssel (Ortwin
Schwerdtfeger in litt). De soort broedt inmiddels ook
zuidelijker, in Nordrhein-Westfalen, Duitsland, maar
daar lijkt het minder goed te gaan en was 2008 boven-
dien een slecht Ruigpootuilenjaar (Michael Joebges in
litt). De nieuwe broedgevallen in Drenthe zijn mogelijk
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382 Ruigpootuil / Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus,
juveniel, Schoonloo, Drenthe, 9 juli 2008 (Aaldrik
Pot). Eén van de jongen van nest 2 tijdens ringen.

een gevolg van areaaluitbreiding en de aanwezigheid
van ouder wordende bossen die zich ontwikkelen tot
een stabiel en gevarieerd bosecosysteem.
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Summary

SUCCESSFUL BREEDING OF BOREAL OWLS IN DRENTHE IN
2008 On 23 February 2008, a singing male Boreal Owl
Aegolius funereus was found in a forest near Schoonloo,

Drenthe, the Netherlands, by a team of birders during an
organised search for this species. The bird could be
twitched (by ear and sometimes seen briefly in flight) the
following nights. After two days, the state forestry agen-
cy, Staatsbosbeheer, ‘closed’ the forest because a breed-
ing attempt was hoped for. On 5 May, a bird was found
in a hole made by a Black Woodpecker Dryocopus mar-
tius. 10 days later this hole was inspected and two near-
ly full-grown hatchlings and two eggs were found. The
birds fledged between 18 and 20 June but were both
found predated, presumably by a Northern Goshawk
Accipiter gentilis, on 21 June. A second nest was found
on 18 June at 532 m from the first nest. This nest con-
tained three hatchlings, which were ringed on 8 July.
These birds fledged between 14 and 19 July. A predated
juvenile was found on 19 July, so probably two birds
survived the first couple of days after fledging. This con-
stitutes the first successful breeding documented for the
Netherlands in 31 years. The first breeding was in 1971,
when a freshly dead juvenile was found in Drenthe,
which was the first record of this species for the
Netherlands as well. The previous records of singing
birds (three) were in 1999.
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Black-crowned Night Heron breed-
ing in immature plumage in Italy

In spring and summer of 2007, as in the previous years,
I made periodic trips in the Gulf of Cagliari area, south-
ern Sardinia, ltaly, to monitor breeding populations of
waterfowl. This area of Sardinia is very important for its
large breeding colonies of herons, Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus roseus, waders and gulls (eg, Grussu
1995, 1996, 1999). For instance, 30% of the breeding
population of Sardinian herons breeds in this part of the
island, with important populations of Black-crowned
Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax, Squacco Heron
Ardeola ralloides, Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis and Little
Egret Egretta garzetta, and with smaller populations of
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea (Grussu et al in press,
Grussu unpublished).

On 24 June 2007, | made a census of a mixed
heronry in Parco Naturale Regionale ‘Molentargius-
Saline’. This heronry comprises 850-900 pairs of the five
mentioned species, breeding in Common Reed
Phragmites australis and tamarisk Tamarix. Among the
breeding Black-crowned Night Herons, | noticed one
‘mixed’ pair of an adult and an individual in immature
plumage. The pair occupied a nest with chicks and dur-
ing the morning | observed the two partners switching
their duty of covering the chicks in the nest. The imma-
ture bird had a uniform brown crown and mantle (but
with one elongated white feather on the nape), whitish
underparts heavily streaked grey, brown upperwings
with very obvious white-cream spots, red iris, blackish
bill (but more opaque than in the adult) and clear yellow
legs.

This plumage corresponds with the intermediate stage
between juvenile and second-year plumage; adult plum-
age is not acquired before the third year (Cramp &
Simmons 1977, Kushlan & Hancock 2005).

In Black-crowned Night Heron, the age of first pairing
is not known for the nominate subspecies N n nycticorax
breeding in Europe, Asia and Africa (Cramp & Simmons
1977). But for the former Soviet Union, Dementiev &
Gladkov (1951) mention that individuals are mature
within one year yet most do not breed until they are two
years old (third calendar-year). More recently, Fasola et
al (2001) also mentioned breeding of Black-crowned
Night Heron in immature plumage from Tai lake, Jiangsu,
China. There, in a heronry of ¢ 30 000 pairs of Black-
crowned Night Herons, 59% of the breeding birds were

in adult plumage and 41% in immature plumage (sec-
ond and third calendar-year). In a sample of 206 pairs,
201 were of individuals of the same age class while only
five (2.4%) were of mixed pairs between adult and im-
mature (Fasola et al 2001).

Instead, in the subspecies N n hoactli of North
America and northern South America, first breeding usu-
ally occurs at two years of age (Davis 1993); however,
Custer & Davis (1982) reported a successful pair of one
year old birds and a one year old paired with a two year
old bird from Rhode Island, USA.

In ltaly, Black-crowned Night Herons in immature
plumage are regularly present in heronries of that spe-
cies during the breeding season but they have never
been recorded breeding (Fasola et al 2001, Grussu un-
published). Usually, the immatures remain in the winter-
ing areas (tropical Africa for the Western Palearctic birds)
until they reach sexual maturity (Cramp & Simmons
1977).

The observation in Sardinia in 2007 represents the
first record of breeding Black-crowned Night Heron in
immature plumage in Europe and in the Western
Palearctic.

I thank the Parco Naturale Regionale ‘Molentargius-
Saline’ for the collaboration in the research and Mauro
Fasola (Pavia) for the discussion.
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Purple-backed Starling in Goa, India,
in December 2004

During December 2004, we made our first birding trip
to India — a three-week visit to Goa on the west coast.
On 25 December, the penultimate afternoon of our stay,
we decided to make a final visit to the Beira Mar hotel in
Baga (15:34:57 N, 73:24:55 E), which had given us
many good sightings on previous visits. As usual, many
birds were perched on the telegraph wires visible from
the hotel terrace and, scanning through a flock of star-
lings Sturnidae, Steve Preddy picked out an unfamiliar-
looking bird. It was facing us and the initial impression
was of a plain sandy-grey bird with an obvious black
eye, recalling Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauu-
rica which we had seen nearby a few days before.
However, when the bird turned, it was clearly not this
species but a small starling, and SP strongly suspected
that it was a Purple-backed Starling Sturnus sturninus.

This is a species which is known to many birders in
Britain (where it is more commonly known as Daurian
Starling) as it has occurred here on a small number of
occasions, although the origin of these birds is uncertain
and the species has not yet been admitted to the British
Ornithologists” Union Records Committee’s list. Martyn
Hall took some digiscoped photographs of the bird. The
main characters indicating Purple-backed were the
small size (for a starling), sandy-grey underparts and
head, small dark cap, plain face with prominent dark
eye, short dark bill, purplish-black mantle, cream-
coloured bars across the scapulars, dark wings and tail,
and pale spots at the tips of the tertials and greater
coverts. This combination only fits an (adult) male
Purple-backed and excludes all other starlings (cf Feare
& Craig 1998).

Purple-backed Starling breeds in Mongolia, eastern
Russia, northern China and North Korea, and winters in
south-eastern Asia and Indonesia, and also the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, India (Feare & Craig 1998). In

383-384 Purple-backed Starling / Daurische Spreeuw Sturnus sturninus, male, with Rosy Starlings / Roze Spreeuwen
S roseus and Bank Mynahs / Oevermaina’s Acridotheres ginginianus, Baga, Goa, India, 25 December 2004
(Martyn Hall)
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Purple-backed Starling in Goa, India, in December 2004

Hong Kong, China, it is a scarce passage migrant in au-
tumn and very rare in spring (Carey etal 2001). Vagrants
are known from Christmas Island, ¢ 350 km south of
Java, Indonesia (4 June 1996; http://users.bigpond.net.
au/palliser/barc/sub213.html), Nepal (first record of a
male and female at Koshi Tappu on 10 May 2002; Basnet
& Chaudhary 2003) and Pakistan (a flock of 17, of which
one was collected, on 16 July in the early 20th century;
Roberts 1992). The species is rare in India and Rasmussen
& Anderton (2005) list it as a vagrant, although they do
not state how many records are known. There are no
previous records for Goa (Lainer 1999).

In the Western Palearctic, there have been at least
seven records: in Britain (Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland,
7-28 May 1985; Ponteland, Northumberland, England,
26 August to 5 September 1997; and Durness, Highland,
Scotland, 24-27 September 1998), the Netherlands (Den
Oever, Noord-Holland, 15 May 1999; Duiven, Gelder-
land, 5 November 1999; and Vlieland, Friesland, 11-12
October 2005); and Norway (29 September 1985)
(Rogers & Rarities Committee 1998, 2001, Palmer 2000,
Ebels 2004, Giljam & Ouwerkerk 2005). Of these, only
the records on Vlieland and in Norway are currently
placed on the national (A-)list (www.birdingnorway.no/

norwaylist/index.htm, Dutch Birding 29: 314, 2007,
Vegard Bunes in litt). The two other records in the
Netherlands are currently under review to establish the
status. Reports from Yemen appear to be erroneous
(Mike Evans in litt).
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Saxaul Sparrows in Iran
in April 2004

In the morning of 27 April 2004, Raffael Ayé, Laurent
Frutig, Chantal Guggenbiihl-Spiess and Martin Spiess
discovered two male Saxaul Sparrows Passer ammoden-
dri in a woodland along the river Tajan, near Sarakhs,
Khorassan province, Iran. The birds were observed well
for cthree hours and could be photographed. Both
males were calling intensively, one in front of a tree
hole. Their calls were recorded. A pale-looking female
sparrow that was present as well was not seen well
enough to allow positive identification. Due to very
limited time, it was not possible to revisit the site and to
follow-up the unidentified female sparrow. Both birds
were easily identified by the combination of black bill,
black forehead to nape, lore and eye-stripe and chin and
throat (bib), conspicuous tawny supercilium becoming
off-white in front of the eye, mostly pale sandy overall
plumage and dark streaking on the mantle visible in
plate 385-386, which is not shown by any other sparrow
species and which is typical for the nominate subspecies
of Saxaul Sparrow (cf Clement et al 1993).

The site is a riverine woodland along the Tajan river,
close to the border with Turkmenistan, which corresponds
to the lower reaches of the Harirud. There seems to be a
comparable, but larger, woodland immediately on the
Turkmen side of the border. However, this woodland
could not be investigated. The coordinates as determined
by Global Positioning System were 36°38'36.7” N,

[Dutch Birding 30: 315-316, 2008]

61°08’00.4” E, at 253 m above sea level. The available
habitat is very restricted in surface and shows signs of
degradation due to intensive logging.

Saxaul Sparrow has a disjunct distribution, occurring
in three subspecies in the Central Asian steppes mainly
from Turkmenistan in the west (P a ammodendri, includ-
ing P a 'korejewi’) to the Gobi desert in Mongolia and
China in the east (P a stoliczkae and P a nigricans;
Dementiev & Gladkov 1954, Hiie & Etchécopar 1983,
cf Densley 1990, Clement et al 1993). The species is
known from the Eastern Karakum desert in Turkmenistan.
There it reaches the Turkmen part of the same water-
course where we recorded it, which due to the use of
Russian language is transcribed as Tedzhen (Dementiev
& Gladkov 1954). The river extends for more than 100
km into Turkmenistan and it is unclear where exactly on
the river Saxaul Sparrow occurs.

Porter et al (1996) mention ‘an old record from Iran’.
Peters (1945) gives the range of the subspecies korejewi
(now included in P a ammodendri) as ‘south to the
mountains on the borders of Iran and Afghanistan’.
Dementiev & Gladkov (1954) cite Zarudnyi (1911) who
listed the species for the Paropamisus mountains as a
winter visitor. Paropamisus here refers to the Kuh-e Sefid
mountain range and its surroundings. The Kuh-e Sefid
runs east-west in the northern part of Afghanistan and
separates it from the Central Asian plains. Clement et al
(1993) state that the nominate subspecies breeds ‘...
south to the border with (but not known to breed within)
northern Iran” and that it ‘occurs as a winter visitor to
extreme northeast Iran and the foothills of the Paropa-
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Saxaul Sparrows in Iran in April 2004

385-386 Saxaul Sparrow / Saxaulmus Passer ammodendri, male, near Sarakhs, Khorassan, Iran, 27 April 2004
(Raffael Ayé)

misus, northwest Afghanistan...”. All the cited informa-
tion on the distribution of Saxaul Sparrow seems to go
back to Zarudnyi’s record. However, Zarudnyi (1911)
actually did not give any details of this record. Zarudnyi
& Haerms (1913) specify that the species was found
near Pesh-Robat in the Harirud valley on 3 November
1900 (16 November according to modern calendar).
Pesh-Robat is located in the Harirud valley at 34°50" N,
61°03’ E (Roselaar & Aliabadian 2007, Kees Roselaar in
litt). The bird recorded by Zarudnyi could have been a
straggler, as according to Dementiev & Gladkov (1954)
the species ‘performs local roamings’ in winter.

The behaviour of the birds observed along the Tajan
river shows that they were probably attempting to breed
in the area. Saxaul Sparrow mainly breeds in ‘desert
river valley with Turanga’ (Dementiev & Gladkov 1954;
Turanga refers to a poplar, Populus diversifolia). Taking
into account the suitable habitat, breeding in the area
seems quite plausible. If so, this would constitute the
only breeding site in the Middle Eastern region and a
range extension to the south. This range extension could
be well over 100 km or as little as just 20 km.

It could well proof worth searching this species
further up along the Harirud and it quite possibly does
also occur in Afghanistan as many authors (Clement et al
1993, Dementiev & Gladkov 1954, Peters 1945,
Rasmussen & Anderton 2005) had previously suggested

due to erroneous understanding of Zarudnyi’s (1911) list
of the birds of Persia.
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Varia

One of Ecuador’s most wanted:
Jocotoco Antpitta

Antpittas of the genus Grallaria are predominantly ter-
restrial birds found in densely vegetated humid forest
undergrowth of the Neotropics. Most have a limited
elevational distribution in the Andes and reside in so-
called ‘cloud forest’. These elusive birds are rarely seen,
with Tawny Antpitta G quitensis being an exception.
Antpittas are usually recorded by song in early morning
and/or late afternoon. Their typical, loud and exotic,
stereotyped songs are easily heard but are usually ventri-
loquial, making it very hard to locate individuals.
Although it depends on the species, use of tape playback
generally does not lure the bird into view. To see an ant-
pitta you just have to be very lucky. The best chances are
at dawn or dusk, especially during rainy or foggy weath-
er when they may come out on a muddy forest trail.

Grallaria antpittas are easily recognized by their size,
shape and structure. These medium-sized birds look
quite out of proportion with their oval-shaped body,
large head, big eyes, heavy bill, tiny tail and long legs.
Their shape resembles that of the brilliantly coloured pit-
tas Pittidae of the Old World but antpittas show a rather
dull plumage. Both pittas and antpittas are high on bird-
ers’ lists of wanted species because of their restricted
ranges, combined with their remarkable appearances
and secretive lifestyles, typically occurring in impenetra-
ble dense habitat.

The genus Grallaria comprises 31 species of which as
many as six have been described since 1955 (del Hoyo
et al 2003). The most recent one is Jocotoco Antpitta
G ridgelyi, one of Ecuador’s most sought-after birds. It
was discovered on 20 November 1997 by Robert S
Ridgely and others during a sound-recording trip to
southern Ecuador. The first specimen was collected in
late December 1997 after which a number of expedi-
tions followed, leading to the official description of a
new species to science (Krabbe etal 1999). Ornithologists
were stunned by the discovery of such a distinctive spe-
cies and soon the type locality of this localized species
was purchased for conservation. It sparked the establish-
ment of Fundacién Jocotoco, a non-profit organization
devoted to the purchase and management of the habitats
of Ecuador’s most endangered bird species (Ridgely &
Greenfield 2001a).

Jocotoco Antpitta is an unmistakable, large antpitta
that looks very different from any other Grallaria (Krabbe
etal 1999, Ridgely & Greenfield 2001b). It has a glossy-
black crown and a remarkable facial pattern with a
unique white cheek-patch starting from the base of the
bill. The heavy bill and the reddish eyes are somewhat
similar to those of Pale-billed Antpitta G carrikeri. The
upperparts are olive-brown with its flight-feathers being
more reddish. The underparts are grey on the breast and
flanks, becoming white on the throat and lower belly.
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The long bluish legs and toes are proportionately larger
than in other antpittas (Krabbe et al 1999). The song and
calls are also different from other antpittas. The song is a
series of owl-like hoo notes that may sound as a barking
dog at a distance. Calls are a softer and double-noted
ho-co. The English name ‘jocotoco’ is derived from its
vocalizations.

Jocotoco Antpittas inhabit dense undergrowth, often
with Chusquea bamboo, on steep slopes of wet mon-
tane forest in the upper sub-tropical zone of the eastern
Andes. Territories have been found between 2300 and
2680 m above sea level (Krabbe et al 1999). They have
an extremely localized range and are known from only
a few locations. The largest known population is found
in a small area of the upper Rio Chinchipe drainage,
known as the Tapichalaca Biological Reserve, in far
southern Ecuador (Ridgely & Greenfield 2007a). In
December 2007, only nine territories were known with-
in this reserve (Franco Mendoza pers comm). A small
number of territories have been found outside the re-
serve (adjacent parts of Podocarpus National Park and
Cerro Toledo) and recently a few birds have been re-
corded on mountain ridges of the Cordillera del Condor
in extreme northern Peru (O’Neill 2006). That such a
distinctive species went unnoticed until 1997 suggests
that it has a very limited geographical distribution. The
species is listed as ‘Endangered’ and is, judging from the
limited availability of its specific habitat requirements,
likely to have a very small population size (BirdLife
International 2008).

Until recently, it was very exceptional to see — not to
mention photograph — Jocotoco Antpittas. Twitchers oc-
casionally watched them by using tape playback but the
birds’ responses seemed to wane by time as in other ant-
pittas. All this changed thanks to Angel Paz, a local farm-

387 Jocotoco Antpitta / Jocotocomierpitta Grallaria
ridgelyi, Reserva Tapichalaca, Ecuador, 13 December
2007 (Dusan M Brinkhuizen)
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388-389 Jocotoco Antpitta / Jocotocomierpitta Grallaria ridgelyi, Reserva Tapichalaca, Ecuador, 8 December 2007
(Dusan M Brinkhuizen)
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er near Mindo in north-western Ecuador, who started in
2005 to attract several antpitta spec